MURRAY’S  FOREIGN  HANDBOOKS 


NORTHERN  EUROPE. 

HANDBOOK^FRANCE,  Part  I. 

HANDBOOK  —  FRANCE,  Part  II.:  Central  France,  Auverone, 

The  Cevennes,  Burgundy,  The  Rhone  and  Saone,  Provence,  Nimes,  Arles, 
Marseill®s,  The  French  Alps,  Alsace,  Lorraine,  CuAiiPACiNE,  &c.  23  Maps 
and  Plans.  7s.  6d. 

HANDBOOK- HOLLAND  AND  BELGIUM.  18  Maps  and  Plans.  6s. 
HANDBOOK— THE  RHINE  AND  NORTH  GERMANY,  The  Black 

Forest,  The  Hartz,  Thuringerwald,  Saxon  Switzerland,  Rugen,  The  Giant 
Mountains,  Taunus,  Odenwald,  Elsass  and  Lothringen.  42  Maps  and  Plans. 
10s. 

HANDBOOK— DENMARK  AND  ICELAND,  Schleswig,  Holstein, 

Copenhagen,  Jutland.  6  Maps  and  Plans.  7s.  6d. 

HANDBOOK— SWEDEN,  Stockholm,  Upsala,  Gothenburg,  The  Lakes, 
The  Shores  of  the  Baltic,  &c.  3  Maps  and  Plan.  Oa. 

HANDBOOK— NORWAY,  Christiania,  Bergen,  Trondh.tem,  The 

Fjelds  and  Fjords.  With  Special  int'ormation  lor  Fi-shermen  and  Cyclists.  By 
T.  MicheiiL,  C.B.,  H.B.M.  Consul-General  lor  Norway.  13  Maps  and  Plans.  7s.  6d. 

HANDBOOK— RUSSIA,  St.  Petersburg,  Moscow,  Poland,  Finland, 
Crimea,  Caucasus,  &c.  Edited  by  T.  Michell,  C.B.,  H.B.M.  Consul-General  for 
Norway.  7  Maps  and  Plans.  18s. 

CENTRAL  EUROPE. 

HANDBOOK  —  SOUTH  GERMANY  AND  AUSTRIA,  Part  I.: 

WURTEMBERG,  BAVARIA,  AUSTRIA,  HUNGARY,  ISTRIA,  AND  THE  DANUBE  FROM 

Ulm  to  THE  Black  Sea.  With  34  Maps  and  Plans.  7s.  6d. 

HANDBOOK— SOUTH  GERMANY  AND  AUSTRIA,  Part  11. :  The 

Tirol,  Salzburg,  Styria,  and  the  Eastern  Alps.  With  7  Maps  and  Plans. 

HANDBOOK— SWITZERLAND,  Part  I. :  Switzerland  without  the 

Pennine  Alps.  With  16  Maps  and  Plans.  6s. 

HANDBOOK — SWITZERLAND,  Part  II. :  The  Pennine  Alps,  portions 

OF  THE  French  and  Piedmontese  Alps,  and  the  Italian  Lakes.  With  12 
Maps  and  Plans.  6s. 

SOUTHERN  EUROPE. 

HANDBOOK— fSP AIN,  Madrid,  TheCastilks,  The  Basque  Provinces, 
Leon,  The  Asturias,  Galicia,  Estremadura,  Andalusia,  Honda,  Granada, 
Murcia,  Valencia,  Catalonia,  Aragon,  Navarre,  'Jhe  Balearic  Islands,  &c., 
&c.  With  62  Maps  and  Plans.  In  2  Parts.  2l)s. 

HANDBOOK— PORTUGAL,  Lisbon,  Oporto,  Cintba,  Mafra.  With 

an  Account  of  Madeira,  The  Azores,  and  Canary  Islands.  Maps  and  Plans.  I2s. 

HANDBOOK— NORTH  ITALY  AND  VENICE,  Turin,  Milan,  The 

Italian  Lakes,  Verona,  Padua,  Venice,  Bologna,  Ravenna,  Parma,  Modena, 
Genoa,  &c.  W  itb  34  Maps  and  Plans.  10s. 

HANDBOOK-CENTRAL  ITALY  AND  FLORENCE,  Lucca,  Tus¬ 
cany,  Elba,  Umbria,  The  Marches,  &c.  12th  Edition.  Almost  entirely  re-wnttHii 
by  the  Kev.  H.  H.  Jeaffreson,  M.A.  With  New  Maps  and  Plans.  Crown  8vo.  9s. 

HANDBOOK— ROME  AND  ITS  ENVIRONS.  An  entirely  New 

Edition.  Re-arranged,  brought  thoroughly  up  to  date,  including  a  short  History  of 
Rome  and  Sketch  of  the  Papal  Power  by  Norwood  Ioeng.  With  Articles  on 
Architecture  by  R.  Phen^;  Spiers,  Sculpture  by  A.  S.  Murray,  LI  .D., 
Keeper  of  the  Greek  and  Roman  Antiquilies  at  the  British  Museum,  and  Painting 
by  Mrs.  Auv.  With  94  Maps  and  Plans.  10s. 
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SOUTHERN  EUROPE — continued. 

HANDBOOK — SOUTH  ITALY,  Part  I. :  Naples,  Pompeii,  Sorrento, 

Capri,  Amalfi,  P^estum,  Taranto,  Bari,  Brindisi,  &c.  With  10  Maps  and  Plans.  6.<f. 

HANDBOOK— SOUTH  ITALY,  Part  II. :  Sicily,  Palermo,  Syracuse, 

&c.  With  9  Maps  and  Plans.  6s. 

HANDBOOK— GREECE,  The  Ionian  Islands,  The  Islands  ob’  the 

iEoEAN  Sea,  Aluania,  Thessaly,  and  Macedonia.  With  38  Maps  and  Plans.  208. 

THE  MEDITERRANEAN. 

HANDBOOK  —  MEDITERRANEAN  ISLANDS,  The  Coasts  of 

Africa,  Spain,  Italy,  Dalmatia,  Greece,  Asia  Minor,  Corsica,  Sardinia, 
Sicily,  Malta,  The  Balearic  Islands,  Crete,  Rhodes,  Cyprus,  &c.  In  2  Parts. 
Edited  by  Col.  Sir  R.  Lambert  Playfair,  K.C.M.G.,  late  H.B.M.  Consul-General 
foi  Algeria  and  Tunis.  With  81  Maps  and  Plans.  218. 

HANDBOOK — ALGERIA  AND  TUNIS,  Algiers,  Constantine,  Oran, 

The  Atlas  Range,  &c.  By  Col.  Sir  R.  Lambert  Playfair,  K.C.M.G.,  late  H.B.M. 
Consul-General  for  Algeria  and  Tunis.  With  18  Maps  and  Plans.  lOs.  6d. 

THE  EAST. 

HANDBOOK— CONSTANTINOPLE,  BrOsa,  and  the  Troad.  Edited 

by  General  Sir  Charles  Wilson,  R.E.,  K.C.B.  With  12  Maps  and  Plans.  Is,  (id. 

HANDBOOK — EGYPT,  The  Nile,  through  Egypt,  Nubia,  Alex¬ 
andria,  Cairo,  The  Pyramids,  Thebe.s,  The  Suez  Canal,  Peninsula  of  Sinai, 
I'HE  Oases,  The  Fyoom,  &c.  43  Maps  and  Plans.  15s.  a 

HANDBOOK — ASIA  MINOR,  Transcaucasia,  Persia,  &c.  An  entirely 

New  Work.  Edited  by  Major-General  Sir  Charles  Wilson,  R.E.,  K.C.B.  With 
assistance  from  Colonel  Chermside,  R.E.,  C.B.,  Mr.  D.  G.  Hogarth,  Professor 
W.  Ramsay,  Colonel  Everett,  C.M.G.,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Harry  Cooper, 
Mr.  Devey,  and  others.  With  23  Maps.  IBs. 

HANDBOOK— HOLY  LAND,  Syria,  Palestine,  Moab,  &e.  With  29 

Maps  and  Plans.  18s. 

HANDBOOK— INDIA  AND  CEYLON,  including  Bengal,  Bombay  and 
Madras,  (The  Panjab,  North-West  Provinces,  Ra.tputana.  The  Central 
Provinces,  Mysore,  &c.).  The  Native  States  and  Assam.  With  73  Maps  and 
Plans  of  Towns  and  Buildings.  20s.  New  {the  3rd)  Edition,  containing  additional 
information  as  to  the  people  of  India,  the  Mahomedan,  Hindu  and  Buddhist  religions, 
supplemented  by  Illustrations,  Architecture,  Arts,  Irrigation,  &c. 

HANDBOOK— JAPAN,  bth  Edition.  By  Basil  Hall  Chamberlain  and 
W.  B.  Mason.  With  28  Maps  and  Plan.  20s. 

THE  SOUTH. 

HANDBOOK— NEW  ZEALAND,  Auckland,  Wellington,  The  Hot 

Lakes  District,  Wanganui,  Christ  Church,  Dunedin,  The  West  Coast  Road, 
The  Cold  Lakes,  Sounds,  &c.  By  F.  W.  Pennefather,  LL.D.  With  18  Maps 
and  Plans.  7s.  6d. 

COMPANIONa  TO  THE  HANDBOOKS. 

HANDBOOK  OF  TRAVEL  TALK— English,  French,  German,  and 

Italian.  Set  up  in  parallel  columns.  16mo.  38  6d.  New  Edition,  thoroughly 
modernised,  for  Travellers  and  Cyclists,  and  printed  on  specially  thin  paper. 

HANDBOOK  DICTIONARY  —  English,  French,  and  G^man. 

Containing  all  the  Woi'ds  and  Idiomatic  Phrases  likely  to  be  required  by  a  Traveller. 
A  New  Edition,  revised.  Compendious  Rules  of  Grammar.  By  G.  I .  Chambers. 
Post  8vo.  6s. 

The  above  are  small  volumes,  convenient  for  ha^’d  or  pocket. 
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TEAVELLEES  IN  SWITZEELAND 


PART  II 

THE  ALPS  OF  SAVOY  AND  PIEDMONT 
THE  ITALIAN  LAKES 
AND  PAPtT  OF  THE  DAUPHINE 


(Sbitiou 

WITH  MAPS,  PLANS  OF  TOWNS,  ETC. 

Including  additional  Information  for  1900,  and  some  new  Maps 
engraved  expressly  on  a  large  scale 


LONDON 

JOHN  MUREAY,  ALBEMARLE  STREET 

PARIS;  GALIGNANI  &  CO.;  BOYVEAU 
1892 

WITH  INDEX  AND  DIRECTORY  FOR 

1900 


The  Editor  of  the  Handbook  for  Switzekland,  Piedmont,  and  Savoy, 
is  very  solicitous  to  be  favourod  with  corrections  of  any  mistakes 
and  omissions  which  may  be  discovered  by  persons  who  have 
made  use  of  the  book.  Those  communications  especially  will  be 
welcomed  which  are  founded  upon  personal  knowledge  and 
accompanied  by  the  name  of  the  writer  to  authenticate  them. 
Travellers  willing  to  make  such  communications  are  requested 
have  the  kindness  to  address  them  to  the  Editor  of  the  Handbook, 
care  of  Mr.  Murray,  Albemarle  Street. 
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OXFORD  :  HORACE  HART,  PRINTER  TO  THE  UNIVERSITY 


PART  II. 

THE  ALPS  OF  SAVOY  AND  PIEDMONT 


ROUTE 

111  Domo  d’Ossola  to  Baveno 

112  Bellinzona  to  Locarno  (Ely.) 

— Lago  Maggiore  .  .  .  .436 

113  The  Valleys  of  Canton  Ti¬ 

cino — 

A  Locarno  to  Airolo,  by 
Val  Maggia  and  Val  Laxdz- 


zara . 443 

B  Locarno  to  Tosa  Falls,  by 
Val  Maggia  and  Val  Bavona  444 
c  Locarno  to  Faido,  by  Val 
Verzasca . 445 


D  Val  Onsernone  .  .  .  445 

E  Domo  d’Ossola  to  Lo¬ 
carno,  by  Val  Vigezzo  .  .  446 

F  Domo  d’Ossola  to  Can- 
nobio,  by  Val  Cannohina  .  446 

114  Bellinzona  to  Lugano  and 

Como,  by  Monte  Ceneri — 
Ascent  of  Monte  Generoso  .  447 

115  Baveno  to  Menaggio,  by  Luino 

and  Lake  of  Lugano  .  .  .  450 

116  Chiavenna  to  Colico  and 

Como — Lake  of  Como  .  .  454 

117  Arona  to  Varallo  ....  460 

118  Baveno  to  Varallo,  (a)  by 

Monte  Mottarone,  Lake  of 
Orta  and  Col  de  Colma,  (b) 
by  Val  Sirona . 463 

119  Varallo  to  Alagna — Val  Sesia  466 

120  Domo  d’Ossola  to  Macugnaga 

— Val  Anzasca  ....  466 

121  A  Macugnaga  to  Visp,  by 


the  Monte  Moro  and  Saas —  471 
B  The  Passes  over  the  Fletsch- 

horn  range . 474 

c  The  Passes  over  the  Saasgrat  475 


122  Varallo  to  Val  Anzasca,  by 

Val  Mastcdlone,  or  by  Val 
Sermenza  .  .  ...  477 

123  Macugnaga  to  Gressoney,  by 

the  Turlo  Pass,  and  CoZ  d’  Olen, 
or  Col  de  Val  Ddbbia  .  .  .  479 

124  Biella  to  Gressoney  St.  Jean, 

by  Oropa  or  Val  Andorno  .  484 

125  Gressoney  to  Chatillon,  by 

the  Col  de  la  Ranzola,  by  the 
Bettaforca,  or  by  the  Bett- 
Uner  Pass . 486 

126  Yisp  to  Zermatt  {Rly.)  .  .  489 


ROUTE  PAGE 

127  Excursions,  Ascents,  and  Passes 

from  Zermatt . 491 

128  Zermatt  to  Chatillon — St. 

Theodule  Pass . 502 

129  St.  Niklaus,  by  the  Turtmann 

Thai,  to  St.  Luc  in  the  Val 
d’Anniviers — Bella  Tola  .  .505 

130  Sierre  to  Zinal — Val  d’Anni¬ 

viers — Passes  from  Zinal  .  508 

131  Sion  to  Evolena  and  Arolla 

— Val  d’ Kerens — FaZ  d’He- 
remence . 512 

132  Aosta  to  Arolla,  by  the  Col 

de  Collon — Glacier  Passes 
from  the  Valpelline  .  .  .517 

133  Evolena  or  Arolla  to  Zer¬ 

matt  by  the  Glacier  Passes  518 

134  Turin  to  Aosta  and  Cour- 

mayeur,  by  Ivrea  —  The 
Val  d’ Aosta . 520 

135  Martigny  to  Aosta — Pass  of 

the  Great  St.  Bernard  .  .531 

136  Martigny  to  Aosta  by  the  FaZ 

de  Bagnes  and  Col  de  Fenetre  .  537 

137  Martigny  to  Courmayeur — 

A  By  the  Col  Ferret  .  .  .542 

B  By  the  Col  de  Fenetre  .  .  544 

c  By  the  Col  Serena  .  .  .  544 

138  Geneva  to  Chamonix.  Excur¬ 

sions — Mont  Blanc  .  .  .544 

139  Chamonix  to  Courmayeur, 

by  the  Col  du  Bonhomme 
and  the  Col  de  la  Seigne  .  557 

141  Chamonix  to  Martigny  or 

Vernayaz — 

A  By  the  TMe  Noire  .  .  .  562 

B  By  Finhaut  and  Salvan .  •  563 

c  By  the  Col  de  Balme  .  .  564 

142  The  Glacier  Passes  over  the  Mt. 

Blanc  chain . 565 

143  A  Geneva  to  Sixt  ....  568 

Chamonix  to  Sixt  .  .  .571 

144  B  Sixt  to  Champ^y  Viiidi  Moyithey 

— FaZ  d’llliez . 572 

145  The  Valley  of  the  Dranse — 

Thonon  to  Taninges,  Sa-, 
moens,  Champ6ry  or 
Morgins . 574 

146  Aosta  to  Pontexn  Val  d’Orco, 

by  Cogne  and  FaZ  Soana  .  575 
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LIST  OP  ROUTES. 


ROUTE  PAGE 

147  Ponte  to  FiMeneuWjby  the  Fal 

d’ Oreo — Val  Savaranche  .  581 

147a  Aosta  to  Tignes,  by  Val  de 

Rhemes  and  Col  de  la  Goleita  585 

148  Aosta  to  Bourg  St.  Maurice, 

in  the  Tarentaise,  by  thePaZ 
Grisanche  and  Col  du  Mont  586 

149  Courmayeur  to  Bourg  St. 

Maurice,  by  the  Little  Si. 
Bernard . 588 

150  A  Sallanches  to  Annecy  or 

Albertville,  by  Ugines — St. 
Maxime  de  Beaufort  .  .591 

B  Annecy  to  Bonneville  ; 
or  to  Flumet  by  the  Col 
des  Aravis . 594 

151  Culoz  to  Aix-les-Bains  and 

Chambery  {Rly.)  ....  594 

152  Geneva  to  Annecy,  by  Aix- 

les-Bains  (Rly.)  .  .  .  599 

153  Lyons  to  Chambery — 

A  By  Les  Echelles  ....  603 
B  By  Aiguebelette  {Rly.)  .  .  604 

154  Chambery  to  Turin — Mont 

Cents  {Tunnel  and  Pass) .  .  605 

155  Bramans  to  Susa  by — 

A  The  Petit  Mont  Cents  .  .614 

B  The  Col  de  Clapier  .  .  .615 

156  Chambery  to  Lanslebourg, 

by  the  Tarentaise  —  Col 

d’Iseran . 616 

156a  The  Valleys  of  Lanzo — Val 
Grande  —  Val  d’Ala  —  Val 
di  Viu . 624 

157  Moutiers  Tarentaise  to  Lans¬ 

lebourg,  by  the  Col  de  la 
Vanoise . 626 

158  St,  Jean  de  Maurienne  to 

Bourg  d’Oisans,  by  the  Col 

Index  to  Savoy,  Piedmont,  &c. 


ROUTE  PAGE 

d’Arves,  and  Col  des  Pres 

Nouveaux . 629 

158a  St,  Michel  to  the  Col  du 
Lautaret,  by  Valloire  and 
the  Col  du  Galibier  .  .  .  630 

159  Grenoble  to  Briangon,  by 

Bourg  d’Oisans  and  the  Col 
du  Lautaret  ....  .  631 

160  Briangon  to  La  Grave,  by 

Val  Louise,  La  Berarde,  and 
the  Glacier  Passes  .  .  .  637 

161  Brian9on  to  Susa.  Pass  of 

the  Mont  Genevre  .  .  .  .  641 

162  Brian9on  to  Pignerol,  by  the 

Col  de  Sestrieres  .  641 

163  Pignerol  to  Mont  Dauphin, 

by  the  Vaudois  Valleys  and 
the  Col  de  la  Croix  .  .  .647 

164  Mont  Dauphin  to  Saluzzo, 

by  the  Col  de  la  Traversette .  654 

165  Abrils  to  Cuneo  by  the  Col 

de  Vallante  and  Val  Varaita 
or  Val  Maira . 658 

166  Cuneo  to  Embrun,  by  the 

Col  de  VArgentiere  and  Bar- 
celonnette . 661 

167  Digne,  in  the  Valley  of  the 

Durance,  to  Barcelonnette, 
by  Colmars  and  Alios  .  .  665 

168  Barcelonnette  to  Brian9on, 

by  the  Valley  of  the  JJbaye 
and  St.  Veran . 606 

169  Cuneo  to  Nice,  by  the  Baths 

of  Valdieri  and  St.  Martin 
Lantosque — 

A  By  the  Col  della  Ciriegia  .  669 
B  By  the  Col  delle  Finestre  .  671 

170  Cuneo  to  Nice  or  Mentone, 

by  the  Col  de  Tenda  .  .  .671 
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MAPS  AND  PLANS.  PART  II. 


Map  of  the  Italian  Lakes . to  face  439 

Plan  of  paths  to  Monte  Generoso  ......  446 

Map  of  Monte  Rosa  and  surrounding  valleys  .  to  face  499 
Map  of  the  Northern  Valleys  of  the  Pennine  Alps  „  505 

Plan  of  Aosta . .  523 

Map  of  Mont  Blanc  and  surrounding  valleys  .  to  foLce  547 

Map  of  the  Cogne  District . .  575 

Map  of  the  Vaudois  valleys .  „  643 

Map  of  Savoy  and  Piedmont  .  .  .  .at  the  End  of  Part  II. 

NEW  MAPS  ENGRAVED  1893. 

Saas  Thai . .  .  .to  face  475 

Zermatt  and  Neighbourhood  .....  ,,  492 

Evolena,  AroUa,  and  Zinal .  „  512 
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ADDITIONS  AND  CORRI^:CTTONS. 

1900. 

♦ 

Important. — The  special  attention  of  travellers  is  called  to  the 
New  and  carefully  prepared  Maps,  engraved  on  a  large  scale, 
which  have  now  been  inserted  in  the  Handbook  for  Switzerland. 

LIST  or  NEW  MAPS  FOR  PART  II. 

Seale  1:  100,000. 

Saas  Grund  and  Saas  Fee  ....  To  face  i>a<je 
Evolena,  Arolla,  and  Zinal  .  ,,  512 

Scale  1 :  50,000. 

'^erniatt  and  its  Neighbourhood  ...  ,.  49:> 

'Jhese  Maps,  based  on  the  survey  comnienced  by  Genl.  Dufour,  and 
now  being  completed  by.  Col.  Siegfried  (among  the  best  survey-nnips 
in  the  world  ,  are  drawn  witli  contours  at  intervals  of  200  metres  in 
different  tints  of  brown  getting  darker  with  the  height  until  the  glacier^ 
ai*e  reached.  The  glaciers  and  snow  fields  are  distinguished  by  a  1)1  ue 
tint,  and  the  flow  of  the  glaciers  is  shown  by  dark  blue  lines.  In  order 
to  keep  the  maps  simple  and  clear,  care  has  been  taken  to  insert  only 
names  of  imj)ortance  and  interest  to  travellers. 

PAGK 

431.  M.  L.  Kui'z's  splendid  map  of  the  entire  chain  of  Mont  Blanc 
(published  in  1896)  is  on  a  scale  of  i :  50.000,  and  has  superseded 
all  others. 

431,  line  28.  For  ‘Loescher’s’  read  ’Carlo  Clausen’s.’ 

446,  cols.  I  and  2.  The  char  road  through  the  Val  Centovalli  is  now 
completed  as  far  as  Camedo,  the  highest  Swiss  village,  which  is 
2  hrs.  from  Re  by  a  steep  zigzag  and  then  a  beautiful  terrace  path 
on  the  Italian  side  :  it  is  proposed  soon  to  supply  the  missing  link. 

41)1.  A  permanent  Fine  Arts  Exhibition  (in  a  specially  constructed 
I)uilding;  was  opened  at  Lugano  in  April,  1892. 
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45^,  I.  A  hut  lias  been  built  by  the  Como  section  of  the  Italian 
Alpine  Club,  on  the  shores  of  theLago  diDarengo  (5834  ft.)  above 
Livo  in  the  beautiful  but  little  known  hill  country  above  Doniaso 
and  Cravedona,  which  may  well  be  explored  from  the  new  hut  as 
a  centre. 

4.57,  col.  I.  A  railway  (30^  miles,  traversed  in  i-i|  hrs.)  now  runs 
from  Lecco  to  Colico  along  the  E.  shore  of  the  Lakes  of  Lecco 
and  Como,  thus  affording  a  direct  railway  route  from  Milan  to  the 
Valtellina. 

4(3-3,  col.  2.  Omegna.  Omit  ‘There  is  a  tiny  steamer  on  the  lake.’ 

474,  col.  I.  The  height  of  Fee  is  5899  feet,  not  5299. 

474,  col.  2.  A  little  inn  (H.  Weissmies)  has  now  been  opened  above 
the  Trift  Alp,  3  hrs.  from  Saas. 

481,  col.  2.  20  min.  below  Gressoney  La  Trinhe  is  the  new  and  first  class 

H6tel  Miravalle. 

484,  col.  I.  There  is  now  a  char  road  from  Gressoney  La  Trinite 
to  Pont  St.  Martin. 

484.  col.  2.  In  the  Church  of  San  Sebastiano  at  Biella  there  is  a  fine 

bust  of  La  Marmora,  who  commanded  the  Piedmontese  forces  in 
the  Crimea. 

485.  col.  I,  par.  3.  After  ‘Glacier  of  Val  d’ Aosta’  add  ‘The  drive  is 

charming,  past  the  Castello  of  Nigra,  the  diplomatist,  with  fine 
views  as  you  climb  the  hill ;  from  several  points  showing  the 
pretty  Lago  d’Azeglio,  on  the  shore  of  which,  on  Sept.  5,  1896,  the 
monument  of  Massimo  d’Azeglio  was  unveiled.’ 

487,  col.  I,  line  4  from  bottom.  For  ‘St.  Graf  read  ‘  EstouV 

4!)3.  An  electric  Railway  from  Zermatt  to  the  Gornergrat  (i  hr. 
20  min,')  with  stations  at  the  Riffel  Alp  and  Riffelberg  Hotels,  was 
opened  in  1898. 

493,  col.  I.  There  is  now  the  hideous  Hotel  Restaurant  Belveddre 

on  the  summit  of  the  Gornergrat,  which  spoils  the  view. 

494.  There  are  now  inns,  of  various  sizes,  in  the  Trift  gorge,  by  the 

Findelen  Glacier,  on  the  StafFel  Alp,  on  the  Fluh  Alp  and  on 
the  Tasch  Alp. 

49(3,  col.  2.  In  1895  the  Betemps  Club  hut,  a  sort  of  small  inn,  with 
resident  caretaker,  was  opened  on  the  Plattje  rocks,  2|  hrs.  from 
the  upper  Riffel  inn.  By  sleeping  here  the  ascent  of  Monte  Rosa 
is  considerably  shortened. 

497,  col.  2.  The  height  of  the  Matterhorn  is  14,780  ft.,  not  14,705. 

595,  col.  1.  There  is  now  a  char  road  (ii  miles)  from  the  village  of 
Valtournanche  itself  to  Chatillon. 

514,  col.  I.  In  1897  the  new  Kurhaus  d’Arolla  was  opened,  300  ft. 
above  the  level  of  the  valley,  and  in  a  fine  position. 

527.  Mules  can  now  be  taken  to  within  a  short  ^  hour  of  the  summit  of 
the  Crammont. 

531  and  533.  The  char  road  is  now  completed  on  the  Swiss  side 
as  far  as  the  Hospice  on  the  Great  St.  Bernard. 
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537-8.  The  char  road  up  the  Val  de  Bagnes  is  now  completed 
as  far  as  Pionnay,  the  favourite  place  of  sojourn  in  the  upper 
part  of  the  valley. 

533,  col.  2.  Great  floods  (both  due  to  the  breaking  out  of  a  lake  at  the 
foot  of  the  Crete  Seche  glacier)  occurred  at  the  head  of  the  Val  de 
Bagnes  on  June  28,  1894  ;  and  another  in  1898. 

541.  The  path  from  Mauvoisin  to  the  head  of  the  Val  de  Bagnes 
now  keeps  to  the  left  bank  of  the  Dranse,  till  it  crosses  to  the 
right  bank  just  below  the  ruined  Lancey  inn.  Just  above  these 
ruins,  at  a  bifurcation,  the  L-hand  path  leads  to  the  new  Chanrion 
Club  hut,  while  the  r.-hand  path  descends  to  recross  the  Dranse 
and  then  mounts  past  the  Cbermontane  huts  to  the  Col  de  Fenetre. 

544,  and  546,  col.  i.  In  1898  the  Railway  from  Cluses  to  the  Le 
Payet  station  (for  St.  Gervais)  was  opened  (13  m.,  traversed  in 
about  I  hr.'  :  thence  to  Chamonix  the  line  will  be  worked  by 
electricity  (at  present  diligence  in  2|  hrs.). 

545  and  658.  There  is  now  a  steam  tramway  from  Annemasse  to 
Samoens  (27I  miles,  3  hrs.)  past  St.  Jeoire,  whence  there  is 
a  branch  line  (5  miles,  35  min.')  to  Marignier,  a  station  on  the 
railyvay  from  Annemasse  to  Cluses  (p,  545''. 

547,  col.  2.  The  Baths  of  St.  Gervais  were  carried  away  in  1892  by 
a  fall  from  a  glacier  on  the  Aig.  du  Gouter,  which  caused  a  great 
flood,  but  have  been  rebuilt  lower  down,  about  10  min.  from 
Le  Fayet,  with  which  they  are  connected  by  a  carriage  road. 

552.  In  1897  an  Inn  on  the  summit  of  the  Br6vent  was  opened. 

575,  col.  2.  There  is  now  a  rough  char  road  from  Aymaville  to 
Cogne. 

581.  Read  throughout  ‘Pont’  for  ‘Ponte.’  Last  line  of  Rte.  146,  for 
‘31  m.’  read  ‘2o|  m.’ 

590.  Mont  Blanc  is  not  seen  from  the  Little  St.  Bernard  Hospice,  but 
is  seen  from  the  Verney  lake,  whence  too  the  Combin  and  the 
Mont  Velan  form  prominent  features  in  the  fine  view. 

596.  A  funicular  Railway  was  opened  in  1892,  from  Aix-les  Bains  to  the 
summit  of  the  Grand  Revard  (5069  ft.  \  whence  there  is  a  very  fine 
view.  It  passes  by  Mouxy,  and  the  distance  (5|  m.)  is  traversed 
in  I  hr.  The  rly.  company  intend  to  construct  a  large  Inn  near 
the  stat. 

596  and  603.  There  is  now  a  steam  tramway  from  Voiron  past 
St.  Laurent  du  Pont  to  the  St,  B6ron  station  on  the  railway 
from  Chambery  to  St.  Andre  le  Gaz,  which  greatly  facilitates  an 
excursion  to  the  monastery  of  the  Grande  Chartreuse,  whether 
from  Grenoble  or  from  Chambery.  It  is  ii|  miles  from  Voiron 
to  St.  Laurent,  and  thence  4  miles  to  Les  Echelles,  which  is  6  miles 
from  St.  Beron. 

602,  col  I,  line  ii.  From.  Annecy  it  is  a  drive  of  10  m.  to  the  Col  de 
Leschaux  (8  m.  from  Chatelard  in  the  Beauges',  whence  a 
mule  path  leads  in  1^-2  hrs.  to  the  H.  and  P.  du  Semnoz-Alpes 
(open  in  spring  and  summer  only)  on  the  summit  of  the  Semnoz. 
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605,  col,  2.  There  is  now  a  steam  tramway  from  Pontcharra  stat. 
to  Allevard  (9  miles'). 

616,  617.  The  Railway  from  Albertville  to  Moutiers  Tarentaise 
(17  miles,  55  min.)  is  now  open,  and  greatly  facilitates  access  to 
the  now  fashionable  resort  of  Brides  les  Bains. 

622 ,  col.  2.  In  1895  the  Lyons  section  of  the  French  Alpine  Club 
opened  a  new  and  comfortable  Chalet  Hdtel  at  Bonneval  (tc) 
which  the  epithet  ‘  sur  Arc’  has  been  added  to  distinguish  it  from 
another  place  of  the  same  name,  near  Bourg  St.  Maurice),  which 
is  now  by  far  the  best  headquarters  in  the  upper  Maurienne. 
and  is  a  pendant  to  the  good  little  inn  at  Val  d’Isbre,  on  the 
other  side  of  the  Col  d’Iseran. 

627,  col.  I,  lines  9,  10.  For  ‘impregnated  with  sulphuretted  hydrogen' 
read  ‘  alkaline  (a  modified  form  of  those  at  Carlsbad).’ 

630,  col,  I.  There  is  now  a  roundabout  char  road  through  the  Arvan 
valley  from  St.  Jean  de  Maurienne  to  St.  -lean  d’Arves. 

631  and  636.  Breaks  now  run  (in  correspondence  with  the  P.  L.  M. 
trains)  from  St.  Michel  over  the  Col  du  Galibier  to  the  Lautaret 
Hospice  i^8|  hrs,,  but  6  hrs.  only  in  the  reverse  direction  . 

632,  col.  I,  There  is  now  a  steam  tramway  from  Vizille  stat.  to 
Bourg  d’Oisans  (22  miles,  2|  hrs  ).  At  the  latter  place  there 
are  now  the  first  class  Grand  Hotel  de  TOisans,  not  far  from 
the  station,  and  the  excellent  H6tel  de  POberland  Francais. 
opj)osite  the  station.  Breaks  now  run,  in  correspondence  with 
the  trains,  from  Bourg  d’Oisans  across  the  Col  du  Lautaret  t<> 
Brian9on  (9  hrs. — 8  hrs.  in  the  reverse  direction.. 

634,  col.  I.  The  char  road  from  the  Bourg  d’Arud  hamlet  of 
"Venose  to  St.  Christophe  is  now  completed,  and  the  telegraph 
extended  as  far  as  the  latter  place.  Joseph  Turc,  who  liv'es  in 
that  village,  is  strongly  recommended  as  a  good  and  capable  guide. 

635, 636.  Above  La  Grave  there  is  now  the  Chalet  Hotel  Chancel  (or  de  la 
Lauze)  on  the  way  to  the  Col  de  la  Lauze,  and  it  is  proposed  to 
build  a  Club  hut  at  the  Rocher  de  I’Aigle  for  the  ascent  of 
the  Pic  Central,  and  the  Grand  Pic  de  la  Meije,  the  traverse 
being  now  frequently  made.  Above  Villard  d’Ar6ne  is  the  little 
inn  at  the  Alpe  chalets,  while  from  one  of  the  zigzags  on  the 
way  up  to  the  Col  du  Lautaret  a  momentary  glimpse  of  the  Ecrins 
(the  monarch  of  the  Dauphine  Alp.s)  is  gained.  The  accommoda¬ 
tion  at  the  Lautaret  Hospice  has  been  vastly  improved,  and 
a  large  dependance  (in  the  Swiss  chalet  stylo ;  built  just  opposite. 

638-9.  A  new  inn  (H.  Rolland)  was  oj^ened  in  1897  near  the  Aile- 
froide  chalets.  The  usual  starting-point  for  the  Pelvoux  is 
now  the  Provence  Club  hut  (rebuilt  on  an  improved  plan  , 
4  hrs.  above  Ailefroide,  while  the  Cesanne  Club  hut  has  been 
removed  to  the  1.  bank  of  the  torrent  in  the  St.  Pierre  valley, 
r  hr.  above  Ailefroide. 

653,  col.  2.  The  char  road  across  the  Col  d’Izouard  is  now  com¬ 
pleted,  thus  opening  up  direct  communication  by  carriage  between 
Brian9on  and  the  Queyras. 

670.  col.  I.  St.  Martin  Lantosquo  has  now  been  I'enamed  St.  Martin 
Vesubie,  from  the  river  on  which  it  stands. 
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§  I.  The  country  dealt  with  in  the  second  portion  of  this  work  is  the 
Alpine  region  bounded  by  the  Rhone  Valley  and  the  Simplon  Pass  on 
the  one  side,  and  the  sea  and  the  Col  de  Tenda  on  the  other,  which 
may  be  comprehensively  described  as  the  Western  Alps,  together  with 
the  Lake  District  of  Lombardy.  # 

In  dealing  with  so  extensive  a  region  in  a  limited  space,  selection 
has  been  necessary.  While  the  Pennine  Alps  are  fully  described,  the 
chief  routes  only  in  the  remoter  districts  have  been  followed  out.  A 
considerable  amount  of  information,  however,  has  been  added  in  every 
part  of  the  section,  and  especially  with  regard  to  the  glacier  group  of 
Dauphine. 

The  Western  Alps,  as  above  defined,  are  divided  between  Switzer¬ 
land,  France,  and  Italy.  The  Swiss  frontier  follows  the  crest  of  the 
Pennine  chain  and  the  watershed  of  the  Rhone  Valley  to  the  Lake  of 
Geneva. 


Savoy,  in  which  Mt.  Blanc  and  Chamonix  are  situated,  became 
French  in  i860.  It  consists  of  two  Departments — Haute  Savoie  (in¬ 
cluding  the  Chablais,  the  Faucigny,  and  the  Genevois),  between  the 
Lake  of  Geneva  and  a  line  drawn  from  Mont  Blanc  to  the  Lake  of 
Bourget,  passing  S.  of  Annecy, — and  Savoie,  between  that  line  and 
another  drawn  westward  from  Mont  Cenis.  Upper  Savoy  has  Annecy 
for  its  chief  town.  Savoy  Cliamhery ;  in  the  former  are  Chamonix  and 
Mont  Blanc,  in  the  latter  are  the  mountain  valleys  of  the  Isere  or 
Tarentaise,  and  the  Arc  or  Maurienne. 

Piedmont  has  on  its  N.  and  W.  sides  a  clearly  defined  boundary  in 
the  Alps.  From  the  valley  of  the  Tosa,  which  lies  within  its  territory, 
to  the  Simplon  it  is  divided  from  Switzerland  by  the  Lepontine  Alps ; 
from  the  Simplon  to  the  Col  Ferret  by  the  Pennine  Alps;  from 
the  Col  Ferret  to  the  Mont  Cenis  from  Savoy  by  the  chain  of  Mont 

1  For  general  information,  see  the  Introdnction  to  the  previous  part  of  this  work  to  which 
the  following  pages  are  supplementary. 
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Blanc  and  Graian  Alps  ;  from  Mont  Cenis  to  the  Col  de  I’Argentiere, 
at  the  head  of  the  valley  of  the  Stura,  from  the  French  Departments 
of  Hautes  Alpes  and  Basses  Alpes,  parts  of  the  old  provinces  of 
Dauphine  and  Provence,  by  the  Cottian  Alps ;  while  from  the 
Argentiere  to  near  the  Col  de  Tenda  or  to  the  sources  of  the  Tanaro 
in  the  Monte  Schiavo,  southern  Piedmont  is  separated  by  the  Maritime 
Alps  from  the  Department  of  Alpes  Maritimes,  or  County  of  Nice. 

South  of  the  Pennines  the  next  division  of  the  Alpine  chain  is  known 
as  the  Graian  Alps.  They  have  been  divided  into  :  i.  the  Cogne 
district,  the  Eastern  or  Italian  Graians;  2,  the  main  chain  from  the 
Little  St.  Bernard  to  the  Mont  Cenis,  the  Central  Graians  ;  3.  the  ranges 
between  the  valleys  of  the  Isere  and  Arc,  the  Western  or  French  Graians. 
These  beautiful  groups  include  respectively  (i)  the  Grivola  and  Grand 
Paradis  (13,324  ft.),  (2)  the  Levanna,  CiamareMa,  Albaron,  and  Char- 
honel  (12,336  ft.) ;  (3)  the  elegant  Mo7it  Poiirri,  and  the  Grande  Casse 
(12,668  ft.). 

The  Cottian  Alps  extend  from  the  pass  of  Mont  Cenis  to  the  Col 
de  T Argentiere.  In  Monte  Viso  they  attain  12,609  ft.,  but  their 
summits  average  10,000  ft.  They  are  wild  and  craggy,  and  remark¬ 
able  for  the  rich  colouring  of  their  chlorite  slate  and  serpentine  rocks, 
and  the  transparency  of  the  streams.  On  the  Italian  side  of  this 
chain  are  the  romantic  Vaudois  valleys. 

The  Dauphine  Alps,  though  included  among  the  Cottians,  are 
outliers  of  the  main  chain,  seated  far  within  the  frontier  of  France, 
but  for  height  and  grandeur  of  scenery  take  rank  next  to  the  Pennine 
and  Oberland  groups.  The  Pointe  des  PJcrins,  their  pre-eminent  peak, 
is  13,462  ft.  above  the  sea,  and  three  others  approach  or  exceed 
13,000  ft. ;  seventeen  12,000  ft.  ;  and  twenty-nine,  11,000  ft. 

The  Maritime  Alps  are  a  knot  of  rugged  granite  summits  con¬ 
spicuous  from  Cannes  and  the  plain  of  Piedmont.  The  highest  peaks 
range  from  10,000  to  10,827  ft.  and  sustain  some  small  glaciers. 

Some  of  the  approaches  to  this  mountain  region  are  through 
singularly  deep  and  sterile  defiles  or  combes,  ‘  often,’  says  Forbes,  ‘  of 
fantastical  sublimity,  thinly -peopled,  and  extending  many  miles.’ 

On  the  side  of  Italy  the  Alps  offer  a  striking  difference  in  their 
appearance  from  that  presented  in  the  approaches  from  Switzerland 
or  France.  In  the  latter  cases,  the  intervention  of  secondary  ranges, 
and  the  long  valleys,  preclude  the  possibility  of  any  great  extent  of  the 
chain  being  seen  at  the  same  time  ;  but  from  the  plains  of  Piedmont, 
even  from  Turin — not  30  miles  in  a  direct  line  from  the  nearest 
point  in  the  crest — a  range  of  the  central  peaks  and  passes,  extending 
through  130  miles,  is  visible.  A  day’s  journey  is  sufficient  for  the 
ascent  to  the  main  ridge  of  the  Alps  from  the  plains  of  Piedmont  ; 
whilst  on  the  other  side  two  or  three  days  of  approach  through  deep 
valleys  amidst  the  mountains  are  requisite  for  its  attainment.  The 
Italian  Alpine  valleys,  with  their  umbrageous  chestnuts,  trellised 
vines,  campaniles,  mills,  and  fresco-painted  oratories  on  commanding- 
knolls,  are  full  of  pictures,  and  differ  entirely  from  the  Swiss  valleys, 
which  are  simpler  and  sterner  of  aspect. 
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There  is  no  need  to  recommend  Zermatt  and  Chamonix  to  tourists  ; 
and  the  halting-places  in  the  intervening  valleys  on  the  Swiss  side  of 
the  chain,  St.  Luc,  Evolena,  and  Arolla,  now  attract  their  fair  share  of 
attention.  But  it  is  somewhat  singular  that  so  small  a  proportion  of 
the  visitors  to  these  favourite  centres  make  the  tour  of  the  Southern 
valleys  of  Monte  Rosa,  or  even  pass  by  the  St.  Theodule  to  Val  d’ Aosta. 
The  tourists  who  visit  the  superb  ice  scenery  of  Cogne  scarcely 
increase  in  numbers,  though  the  accommodation  is  now  fair.  Val 
Anzasca,  Val  Sesia,  Val  d’ Aosta,  and  its  tributary  valleys,  naturally 
unite  with  a  Swiss  tour.  So  also  do  the  valleys  of  Canton  Ticino,  and 
the  Val  Bregaglia.  Those  who  wander  farther  south  are  generally 
more  or  less  seasoned  travellers.  These  know  how  to  choose  their 
own  paths.  The  Val  de  Tignes  and  Pralognan  in  the  Tarentaise,  the 
Valli  di  Lanzo,  easily  accessible  from  Turin,  the  Vaudois  valleys,  the 
singular  region  of  the  Queyras,  Crissolo  at  the  base  of  Monte  Viso, 
the  health  resorts  in  the  Maritime  Alps,  and  last  but  not  least.  La 
Berarde,  Ville  Vallouise,  and  La  Grave  in  Dauphine,  may  be  recom¬ 
mended  as  centres  of  attraction. 

The  scenery  of  the  Waldensian  Valleys  is  rich  and  pleasing,  though 
not  of  the  highest  order,  and  they  are  attractive  to  Englishmen  as 
the  last  stronghold  of  a  brave  and  steadfast  Protestant  community, 
formerly  much  troubled  by  persecution,  fire,  and  sword.  Milton  and 
Wordsworth  have  commemorated  the  patient  sufferings  and  heroic 
deeds  of  the  Vaudois ;  and  Dr.  Gilly  in  recent  times  has  rendered 
their  story  fascinating  by  the  charm  of  an  enthusiastic  pen. 

The  Piedmontese  and  Subalpine  valleys  furnish  a  large  number  of 
emigrants,  sometimes  only  fora  part  of  the  year,  and  supply  all  Europe 
with  workmen  in  particular  trades.  From  the  Engadine  come  pastry¬ 
cooks  ;  from  Como,  thermometer  and  barometer  makers  ;  from  Orta, 
plasterers ;  Biella,  masons  and  builders ;  Canavese,  carpenters ;  Val 
Sesia,  masons;  Val  Blenio,  chocolate  makers  and  chestnut  roasters; 
Val  Calanca,  glaziers  ;  Val  Bregaglia,  chimney-sweepers  ;  Val  Mastal- 
lone,  cooks  ;  Ticino,  coffee-house  keepers.  They  are  usually  men  of 
great  industry  and  frugality,  and,  if  possible,  return  to  their  native 
valleys  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  their  industry.  Throughout  Switzerland 
and  in  the  mountain  districts  of  France,  wherever  a  good  house, 
building,  or  road  is  wanted,  Piedmontese  are  emplo3md ;  and  the 
railways  in  Switzerland,  even  that  up  to  liauterbrunnen  and  Grindel- 
wald,  were  chiefly  made  by  Piedmontese.  In  consequence  of  the 
great  male  emigration,  most  of  the  hard  work  is  done  by  women, 
particularly  porterage  over  the  mountains  ;  and  from  long  practice, 
the  women  are  better  able  to  carry  weights  on  their  backs  than  the 
men.  The  valleys  on  the  S.  side  of  Monte  Rosa  are  remarkable  as 
being  inhabited  in  the  higher  villages  by  a  race  of  German  origin  and 
language,  which  came  from  the  Valais  in  the  13th  cent. 

The  best  season  for  travelling  in  this  part  of  the  Alpine  chain  is  the 
early  summer,  when  the  mountains  are  green  and  their  rich  foiu  in 
blossom.  In  July  and  August  the  heat,  particularly  in  the  southern 
districts,  is  very  considerable.  In  September,  after  a  short  break,  the 
weather  generally  becomes  settled  again ;  and  the  latter  half  of  that 
month  and  the  beginning  of  October  is  a  pleasant  season  for 
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travelling  in  the  southern  valleys.  At  this  season,  hovyever,  the 
bath-houses  used  as  summer  resorts  by  Italians  are  shut  up,  having 
only  opened  about  the  beginning  of  July. 

It  is  a  common  mistake  to  visit  the  Italian  Lakes  too  early — in 
March  or  April — when  the  weather  is  generally  broken,  and  the 
vegetation  only  half  out.  May  and  June  are  here  the  perfect  months. 
The  corn  is  by  that  time  tall,  and  the  vines  have  put  forth  their  shoots. 
The  snows  still  lingering  on  the  higher  mountains  shine  through 
the  rose  thickets  of  the  gardens  on  the  lakes,  which  resound,  night 
and  day,  with  choirs  of  nightingales.  The  hillsides  are  pink  with 
cyclamen,  and  hung  with  laburnum-blossoms,  the  upper  pasturages 
carpeted  with  the  most  exquisite  wild  flowers.  The  atmosphere  has  a 
fresh  purity  which  it  loses  after  the  midsummer  heats,  and  which 
adds  both  to  the  beauty  of  the  landscape  and  to  the  traveller’s  power 
of  enjoyment. 

The  absence  of  agreeable  short  walks  is,  to  those  who  then  reside 
on  the  lakes,  the  one  drawback.  Intercourse  being  generally  carried 
on  by  water,  the  paths  are,  as  a  rule,  for  the  first  500  or  1000  ft.,  or 
until  the  region  of  vineyards  has  been  passed,  steep  and  rough  stair¬ 
cases,  too  often  enclosed  between  high  walls. 

§  2.  Inns. — The  Inns  within  the  frontier  of  Italy  were  formerly 
vastly  inferior  in  accommodation,  and  especially  in  cleanliness,  to 
those  of  Switzerland  and  Germany  ;  and  even  now  the  traveller  must 
not  expect,  in  remote  villages,  or  at  houses  frequented  chiefly  by 
Italians,  the  cleanliness  and  comfort  to  which  he  is  accustomed  in 
similar  cases  in  Switzerland.  The  more  frequented  villages  have  now, 
however,  good  hotels,  and  those  built  on  the  lakes,  as  at  Baveno, 
Pallanza,  Stresa,  Bellagio,  Cadenabbia,  &c.,  are  magnificent  and 
luxurious  palaces,  equal  to  the  best  in  Switzerland.  Of  another  type, 
as  being  frequented  mainly  by  Italians  of  the  higher  classes,  are  the 
excellent  establishments  at  Pesio,  Valdieri,  and  Ceresole  ;  and  the 
less  pretentious  ones  at  Bardonneche  and  San  Dalmazzo  di  Tenda. 

In  Val  d' Aosta  there  are  some  good  hotels,  particularly  at  Aosta 
itself  and  Courmayeiir  \  at  Cogne,  and  Valsavaranche,  rough  or  homely 
quarters  ;  at  Gressoneij,  at  Breuil,  at  Alagna,  and  at  Maciignaga, 
comfortable  hotels  ;  as  also  at  Bignasco  in  Val  Maggia,  within  the  Swiss 
frontier. 

Until  the  last  few  years  the  Dauphine  mountains,  though  yielding 
to  none  in  grandeur,  were  but  seldom  visited,  and  the  accommodation 
in  the  district  was  execrable.  The  mountain  ranges  have  now  been 
fully  explored  by  mountaineers,  and  their  frequent  visits,  and  the 
active  measures  taken  by  the  residents  at  Grenoble,  have  led  to  an 
extraordinary  improvement  in  the  hotels  and  guides  throughout  the 
district.  At  Manestier,  Ville  Vallouise,  La  Gtxwe,  St.  Christophe,  and 
La  Berarde  charges,  clean  beds,  and  enough  to  eat  are  now  found. 

A  similar  improvement  is  in  progress  in  the  valleys  of  the  Tarentaise, 
and  in  a  few  years  this  region,  lying  within  easy  reach  of  Aix-les- 
Bains,  particularly  at  Brides-,  Val  d'lsere,  and  Pralognan  should 
become  frequented.  In  the  remoter  valleys  of  the  French  and 


PEELIMINARY  INFORMATION. 


429 


Piedmontese  Alps  the  adventurous  traveller  may  be  sure  of  a  cordial 
reception,  but  also  of  decidedly  rough  quarters. 

When  the  traveller  in  the  Alps  receives  the  hospitality  of  the  curls 
of  retired  villages  (or  of  the  pastor  in  the  Waldensian  valleys),  where 
there  are  no  inns,  it  is  usual  to  leave  with  the  housekeeper,  or  for  her, 
a  donation,  which  it  is  just  should  at  least  equal  the  cost  of  such 
accommodation  at  an  inn ;  the  tax  would  otherwise  be  heavy  upon 
the  limited  means  of  the  host,  and  kindness  and  attention  are  thus 
insured  to  future  travellers.  For  supper,  bed,  and  breakfast,  5  or  6 
fr.  are  given.  The  cures  in  these  valleys  are  not  often  much  superior 
to  the  ordinary  peasants,  from  whom  they  have  sprung,  and  their 
income  is  very  limited.  They  are,  however,  occasionally  ardent 
mountaineers  and  hunters. 

In  Piedmont  a  rough  ‘  patois  ’  is  spoken,  but  the  traveller  will 
almost  always  find  French  serve  him  for  necessaries,  and  Italian  is 
everywhere  understood.  In  the  Waldensian  Valleys,  and  in  one  at 
least  of  the  valleys  around  Monte  Viso,  a  French  dialect  is  commonly 
spoken  by  the  natives,  though  the  Italian  Government  is  trying  to 
suppress  it. 

§  3.  Roads,  Mules,  &c. — The  Roads  skirting  the  Alps,  and  the 
approaches  to  them  from  the  plains  of  Piedmont,  and  in  Savoy,  are 
generally  excellent.  Many  of  the  valleys  on  the  Italian  side  are 
traversed  by  roads  made  at  the  expense  of  the  communes,  which 
are  marvels  of  industry  and  engineering  art.  Wherever  there  is 
intercourse  there  is  a  good  road  adapted  to  the  wants  of  the  in¬ 
habitants.  Chars  may  generally  be  obtained  at  moderate  charges. 

Mules  may  be  obtained  on  all  routes  accessible  to  them,  at  charges 
varying  from  5  to  7  francs  a  day  ;  guides,  at  5  to  7  francs  a  day,  may 
be  had  in  many  Alpine  villages  of  Piedmont.  Ladies  now  find 
side-saddles  in  many  places. 

§  4.  Guides. — More  caution  should  be  exercised  in  choosing  Guides 
in  these  districts  of  the  Alps  than  in  Switzerland,  as  guides  by 
profession  are  rarer.  No  one  should  be  accepted  without  sufficient 
evidence,  both  of  good  character  and  experience,  from  the  innkeeper, 
the  cure,  or  some  respectable  person  of  his  village.  Quite  recently 
the  Italian  Alpine  Club  has  organized  a  body  of  guides  in  the 
Piedmontese  Alpine  valleys,  issuing  licences  to  qualified  persons  only, 
and  fixing  a  very  moderate  tariff  for  all  the  mountain  excursions 
and  ascents.  Before  engaging  a  guide  he  should  be  asked  to  show 
his  licence  and  his  book  with  certificates  from  former  employers. 
In  the  Tarentaise  and  the  Dauphine,  the  guides  have  also  been  placed 
under  regulations  by  the  local  section  of  the  French  Alpine  Club 
or  a  local  Alpine  Society.  At  Courmayeur,  at  Breuil,  and  in  the 
villages  on  the  S.  side  of  Monte  Rosa,  there  is  now  a  supply  of 
guides  ;  but,  with  the  exception  of  one  or  two  Breuil  and  Courmayeur 
men,  they  are  not  equal,  for  glacier  expeditions,  to  good  Swiss 
guides.  In  Dauphine  there  are  several  guides  capable  of  any 
ordinary  glacier  work,  such  as  the  Gaspards  of  St.  Christophe,  the 
first  conquerors  of  the  Meije.  In  the  Tarentaise  there  are  some  fair 
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local  guides,  but  one  only  in  the  Cogne  district.  At  Crissolo,  near 
Monte  Viso,  guides  for  the  ascent  of  that  noble  peak  are  now  found. 

At  no  place  is  so  much  caution  in  choosing  a  guide  requisite  as  at 
Chamonix,  owing  to  the  pernicious  system  by  which  muleteers  are 
placed  on  the  roll  of  guides,  and  entitled  to  their  turn  of  service. 
The  exertions  of  the  Alpine  Club  have  succeeded  in  establishing 
exemptions,  the  practical  effect  of  which  is  to  relieve  all  who  know 
how  to  avail  themselves  of  them  from  the  rule  of  rotation  (see 
Chamonix). 

§  5.  Books  and  Maps. — The  intelligent  traveller  finds  his  map 
even  more  indispensable  than  a  guide,  and  the  notes  given  in  the 
Introduction  are  therefore  here  repeated. 

The  traveller  will  find  serviceable,  Ball’s  ‘South-Western  Alps’  and 
‘  Pennine  Alps,’  2s.  6d.  each,  though  the  information  in  them  is  ver}^ 
antiquated  ;  Joanne’s  ‘Savoie’  (1891),  ‘Alpes  Dauphinoises’  (1890  and 
1892),  and  ‘Provence’  (1890),  which  are  full  of  recent  and  accurate 
information;  King’s  ‘Italian  Valleys  of  the  Pennine  Alps,’  and  Fresh- 
Ji eld’s  ‘  Italian  Alps.’ 

The  following  local  handbooks  may  be  useful : — 

Pertusi  e  Ratti. — ‘  Guida  pel  villeggiante  nel  Eiellese.’  2nd  edition,  1887. 
CtORREt  et  Bich. — ‘  Guide  de  la  Yallee  d’Aoste.’  1876. 

Ratti  e  Casanova. — ‘  Guida  Illustrata  della  Valle  d’Aosta.’  2nd  edition, 
1889.  Specially  good  on  the  city  of  Aosta  and  Courmayeur. 

Vaccarone  e  Nigra. — ‘Guida  Itinerario  per  le  valli  dell’  Oreo,  di  Soana, 
e  di  Chiusella.’  1878. 

Giansevero. — ‘  Guida  Generale  ai  Grandi  Laghi  Subalpini.’  Milan,  1890. 

(The  most  recent  guidebook  to  the  Italian  Lakes.) 

Bazetta  et  Brusoni. —  ‘  Guide  de  I’Ossola.’  3rd  edition,  1889,  3  francs. 

Mountaineers  will  find  all  necessary  information  in 

Mr.  Conway’s  ‘Climbers’  Guide  to  the  Central  Pennine  Alps.’  1890-1. 
Vols.  I  and  2  extend  from  the  Col.  Ferret  to  the  Simplon.  Fisher 
Unwin.  10.?.  each. 

M.  Kurz’s  ‘Climbers’  Guide  to  the  Chain  of  Mont  Blanc.’  1892,  Fisher 
Unwin.  los. 

Signori  Martelli  e  Vaccarone’s  ‘  Guida  delle  Alpi  Occidentali.’  Vols.  i 
and  2  extend  from  the  Maritime  Alps  to  the  Southern  range  of  the  Cogne 
district,  Vol.  3  to  be  issued  in  1891  will  take  in  Cogne  and  part  of  the 
ranges  around  the  Val  d’Aosta.  5  francs  a  volume.  Turin,  1889. 

Special  Climbers’  Guides  for  the  Cogne,  and  Tarentaise  districts 
are  in  preparation  by  experts. 

The  ‘  Guide  du  Haut  Dauphine,’  by  Messrs.  Coolidge,  Duhamel  and 
Perrin  (Gratier,  Grenoble,  1887),  with  a  supplement  issued  in  1S90, 
10  fr.,  and  supplement  2  fr.,  contains  full  details  of  the  glacier  region 
of  the  Dauphine  Alps,  with  an  excellent  map  of  the  district.  A 
thoroughly  revised  edition  (in  English)  of  this  book  (los.),  and  of  the 
maps  (3s.  6d.  bound  in  cloth),  appeared  in  1892.  Fisher  Unwin. 

Within  the  Swiss  frontier  the  Government  maj)s  satisfy  all  possible 
requirements. 

In  the  Savoy  Alps  the  French  Ordnance  Survey  is  the  best  map, 
‘  Carte  de  I’Etat  Major,’  §77^^,  i  fr.  a  |-sheet  in  Paris  (copper-plate), 
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40  c.  lithograph.  The  ‘  Carte  de  la  Frontiere  des  Alpes,’  on  the  same 
scale,  is  a  reproduction  of  a  part  of  this  map  in  smaller  sheets  (i  fr. 
each)_,  with  contour  lines.  The  new  French  Government  map  in  colours 
on  a  scale  of  5-^Voo  completed  for  the  S.W.  Alps,  and  contains 

the  latest  information,  80  centimes  a  sheet  in  Paris. 

Mieulet  (1865)  and  Yiollet-le-Duc  (1879)  have  published  special  maps 
of  the  Mont  Blanc  chain. 

The  French  Alpine  Club  published  (1874)  a  map  of  the  Pelvoux 
group,  40^0  5  glacier  region  of 

Dauphine  is  the  admirably  clear  and  accurate  one  by  M.  Duhamel 
mentioned  above  (scale  iwcfcoA)- 

For  the  Piedmontese  Alps  there  is  the  new  Government  Survey 
^TooVoo)*  This  is  now  to  be  obtained  in  Turin  (Crespi ;  Via 
Lagrange)  at  50  centimes  the  sheet  (is,  the  sheet  at  Stanford’s). 

The  southern  spurs  of  the  Pennine  chain,  and  portions  of  the 
Graian  Alps,  were  mapped  by  the  individual  enterprise  of  members  of 
the  Alpine  Club,  and  particularly  of  Messrs.  Adams  Reilly  and 
Nichols. 

The  late  Mr.  A.  Reilly  published  maps  of  ‘  The  Southern  Valleys  of 
Monte  Rosa’  and  ‘  The  Mont  Blanc  Chain  ’  (Longmans),  both  now  out 
of  print. 

The  south-western  sheet  of  the  Alpine  Club  map,  edited  by  Mr.  R, 
C.  Nichols  (3  m.  to  the  inch,  2  5(iWo)>  includes  Val  d’Aosta  and  the 
greater  part  of  Savoy  ;  the  south-eastern  sheet  the  Italian  Lakes  and 
Bergamasque  Alps.  Its  scale  is,  however,  somewhat  too  small  for  the 
amount  of  detail  given,  so  that  an  enlarged  edition  was  issued  in  1881 

( I  m.  to  1  inch,  j-gpVoo). 

At  Loescher’s  Library,  19,  Via  di  Po,  Turin,  most  books  and  maps 
relating  to  the  Piedmontese  Alps  can  be  obtained.  At  Grenoble  the 
traveller  will  find  in  the  publications  of  the  Societe  des  Touristes  du 
Dauphine  many  useful  facts  as  to  guides  and  accommodation. 

§  6.  Custom-houses. — The  examination  on  entering  Italy  by  any 
of  the  carriage-roads  or  by  steamer  is  generally  slight,  and  civilly 
conducted.  That  at  Chiasso,  on  the  St.  Gotthard  line,  is  an  unfortunate 
exception,  and  is  one  of  the  most  disagreeable  in  Europe. 

Travellers  leaving  Italy  are  warned  that  in  order  to  prevent  the 
exportation  of  valuable  ancient  works  of  art  the  customs  officers  are 
empowered  to  stop  in  transit  any  object,  however  sihall  or  trifling 
in  value,  which  they  may  consider  anterior  in  date  to  the  present 
century,  and  that  they  use  this  power  with  more  zeal  than  knowledge, 
to  the  great  detriment  of  Italian  trade. 

§  7.  Skeleton  Tours  are  subjoined.  The  first  three  show  how 
travellers  able  to  ride,  but  unwilling  to  undertake  fatiguing  ex¬ 
peditions,  or  to  submit  to  bad  accommodation,  may  best  see  the 
districts  here  described.  It  should  be  remembered  that  Turin  is 
an  excellent  base  for  a  mountain  tour,  where  maps,  books,  or  a 
store  of  portable  preserved  provisions,  can  be  laid  in.  See  also 
Introd.  §  8. 
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I.  Tour  in  the  Pennine 

Geneva  to  Chamonix. 

Tete  Noire  to  the  Tete  Noire  Inn. 
Col  de  Balme  to  Chamonix. 

Brevent. 

Montenvers. 

Chamonix  to  Conrmayeur,  by  the  Col 
de  Voza,  Col  du  Bonhomme  and 
Col  de  la  Seigne. 

Courmayeur  to  Aosta. 

St.  Kemy. 

Hospice  of  the  Great  St.  Bernard. 
Martigny.  (See  Switzerland, Kte.  56.) 
Sion  (Rly.) 

Evolena. 

Excursion  to  Arolla. 

Zinal  by  Col  de  Torrent. 

St.  Luc. 

Gruben  by  Zmeiden  Pass. 

St.  Niklaus  by  Augstbord  Pass,  as¬ 
cending  Schwarzhorn  on  the  way. 
Zermatt,  Riffelberg,  &c. 

St.  Theodule.  (Foot  or  chaise-a- 
porteurs. ) 

Chatillon,  Val  d’Aosta. 

Col  de  Jon. 


Alps  and  Italian  Lakes. 

Col  de  la  Ranzola. 

Gressoney. 

Col  d’Olen  (Inn). 

Alagna. 

Varallo,  Val  Sesia,  Val  Mastallone. 
Col  de  Colma. 

Orta,  on  Lake  of  Orta.  Monte 
Mottarone. 

Vogogna. 

Macugnaga  Val  Anzasca. 

Monte  Moro  Pass.^ 

Saas.  Excursion  to  Fee. 

Visp. 

Pass  of  the  Simplon, 

Domo  d’Ossola. 

Cannobio,  by  Val  Cannobina. 
Locarno  (excursions  to  Val  Maggia, 
Vol  Verzasca,  and  ValOnsernone). 
Stresa  (steamer). 

Varese. 

Lugano. 

Monte  Generoso. 

Lake  of  Como 

Home  by  St.  Gotthard  or  by  Milan, 
Turin,  and  Mont  Cenis. 


II.  Tour  in  Savoy  and  the  Graian  Alps,  staHing  from  Aix-les-Bains. 


Annecy. 

Albertville. 

Brides-les-Bains. 

Pralognan. 

Col  de  la  Vanoise. 

Col  de  la  Leisse  to  Tignes  and  Val 
d’Isere. 

Lanslebourg  by  Col  d’Iseran. 

Mont  Cenis 
Turin. 

Lanzo  (excursions  to  Balme  and 
Forno). 


Ceresole,  by  Col  della  Crocetta  or 
Col  della  Piccola  (foot"),  or  return 
to  Lanzo  and  drive  to  Locana. 
Locana.  Ponte. 

Cogne,  by  Col  della  Nouva. 
Excursion  to  the  Trajo  Glacier 
(Partly  foot.) 

Aosta. 

Becca  di  Nona. 

Ivrea. 

Biella  by  Oropa. 

Varallo. 


III.  Tour  in  the  Dauphind  Alps,  the  Vaudois  Valleys,  and  by  Monte 

Viso  to  the  Maritime  Alps. 


Grenoble. 

La  Grave. 

Excursion  to  Plateau  d’Emparis. 
Monestier. 

Ville  Vallouise,  by  Colde  TEychauda. 
Brian9on. 


Cesanne. 

Col  de  Sestriferes. 

Ascend  Rognosa  di  Sestri^res. 
Pragelas — Val  Clusone. 
Perosa. 

Val  Germanasca  and  Balsille. 


1  Those  who  wish  to  avoid  the  Moro  will  return  to  Domo  d’Ossola  and  drive  to  Cannobio 
Rte.  1 13),  or  make  a  tour  by  the  Simplon,  Furka,  and  St.  Gotthard  Passes. 
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Prali  by  Fontaine,  Rodoretto,  and 
Galmond. 

Col  Julien. 

Bobbio, 

La  Tour  (Torre  Pellice). 

Val  Angrogna. 

Rora, 

Luserna. 

Crissolo  by  Col  de  Sea  Bianca. 

Sources  of  the  Po  and  Traversette 
tunnel. 

IV.  A  Walking  Tour  in  the 

Grenoble. 

Grande  Chartreuse. 

St.  Laurent  du  Pont. 

Chambery  by  Les  Echelles. 

Dent  du  Chat. 

Aix  les  Bains. 

Visit  Haute  Combe. 

Over  Dent  de  Nivolet  to  Montmelian. 

Baths  of  Allevard. 

Inn  at  the  Sept  Laux. 

Bourg  d’Oisans. 

La  Grave. 

Col  des  Arsines  to  Monestier. 

Brian9on. 

Mont  Genevre  to  Cesanne. 

Fenestrelles,  Col  d’Albergian,  and 
Val  Germanasca  to  Perrero. 

Infernetto  to  Val  Angrogna  and  La 
Tour  de  Luserne  (Torre  Pellice). 

V.  A  Tour  for  practised  clinibers, 
Western  Alps,  from  Aix-~ 

To  Bourg  St.  Maurice. 

Ascend  Mont  Pourri — descend  to 
Ste.  Foy. 

Cross  Rutor  to  Fornet  in  Val  Gri* 
sanche. 

Ascend  Bee  dTnvergnan  and  de¬ 
scend  to  Notre  Dame  de  Rhemes 
(or  back  to  Fornet  and  next  day 
to  Notre  Dame  over  Colle  della 
Finestra). 

To  Tignes  or  Val  d’ I  sere  over  the 
Granta  Parey  or  the  Aig.  de  la 
Sassiere  or  Tsanteleina  or  Pointe 
de  la  Galise. 

Col  de  la  Leisse  and  Grande  Motte, 
to  Entre  deux  Eaux. 

Col  de  la  Vanoise  to  Pralognan, 
ascending  Grande  Casse  en  route. 


Chateau  Dauphin  (Castel  Del- 
fino). 

Colle  della  Bicocca  to  Val  Maira. 

Cuneo. 

Certosa  of  Pesio.  Besimauda. 

Tenda. 

Col  de  Tenda. 

Baths  of  Valdieri. 

Col  della  Ciriegia  (Col  de  Cerfeze). 

St.  Martin  Lantosque. 

Nice. 

Dauphine  and  Cottian  Alps. 

Excursions  from  La  Tour. 

Val  Pellice  to  Bergerie  de  Pra. 

By  Monte  Meidassa  and  Col  del 
Luissas,  or  by  Col  de  Seyliferes 
and  Col  de  la  Traversette,  to 
Crissolo. 

Col  delle  Sagnette  to  Castel  Del- 
fino. 

Col  de  Vallante  to  Abrils. 

Ascend  Brie  Froid. 

Brian9on. 

Ville  Vallouise. 

To  La  Berarde  by  Col  de  la  Temple. 

Bourg  d’Oisans. 

Grenoble. 

Visit  limestone  district  of  the  Ver- 
cors,  Royannais,  aiid  Devoluy  (see 
Handbook  to  France,  Rtes.  31 1, 
312,  314,  and  316). 

with  glacier  guides,  in  the  South- 

'es-Bams  or  Courmayeur. 

[Excursion  to  Glacier  de  la  Va¬ 
noise  (Dome  de  Chasseforet).] 

Col  de  Chaviere  or  across  Peclet 
group,  to  Modane  and  St.  Jean  de 
Maurienne. 

To  St.  Jean  d’Arves. 

Ascend  Grandes  Rousses  (N.  peak), 
and  descend  to  Bourg  d’Oisans. 

To  St.  Christophe. 

Ascend  Aig.  du  Plat  (marvellous 
panorama). 

To  La  Berarde. 

[Ascend  Sommet  des  Routes  or 
Grande  Ruine  or  Pic  Coolidge  or 
PI  a  ret.] 

To  La  Cliapelle  en  Val  Gaudemar. 

Ascend  Pic  d’Olan,  descending  to 
La  Lavey. 


434 


PRELIMINARY  INFORMATION. 


Return  to  La  Berarde  by  Col  de  la 
Lavey,  ascending  the  Tete  de 
I’Etret  or  Pointe  des  Etages  on  the 
way. 

Col  du  Sele  to  Vallouise, 

Bivouac  at  Refuge  Tuckett. 

Ascend  Pointe  des  Ecrins,  and  de¬ 
scend,  by  S.  face  of  peak  or  by  Col 
des  Ecrins,  to  La  Berarde, 

Breclie  de  la  Meije  to  La  Grave, 

Col  de  Martignare,  or  Col  Lombard 
with  perhaps  the  S.  Aig.  d’Arves, 
to  chalets  of  Rieublanc. 

Cross  Col  des  Aig.  d’Arves  (ascending 
N.  or  Central  Aig.  d’Arves  from 
coP  to  Valloire  and  St.  Michel. 
To  Bonneval  or  Bessans,  perhaps 
halting  at  Modane  or  Termignon 
to  ascend  the  Dent  Parrachee. 


Ascend  Charbonel  or  Levanna  or 
Rochemelon. 

Cross  Ciamarella  to  Balme,  and  re¬ 
turn  to  Bessans  by  the  Albaron,  or 
Bessanese. 

Cross  Grande  Aiguille  Rousse  to 
Yal  d’Is&re  (and  next  day  to  Cere- 
sole  by  the  Col  de  la  Galise)  or  by 
the  Col  d’Oin  from  the  peak  to 
Ceresole. 

Col  de  Teleccio,  and  Tour  du  Grand 
St.  Pierre  to  Cogne, 

Ascend  Grand  Paradis,  descending 
to  Val  Savaranche, 

Return  to  Cogne  over  the  Grivola 
or  the  Herbetet  or  the  Punta 
Bianca. 

To  Val  d’ Aosta,  by  Punta  di  Tersiva 
or  Mont  Eniilius. 


VI.  Tour  for  clirnbers  in  the  Queyras,  Viso  district,  and  Maritimes. 

This  can  be  most  conveniently  done  in  the  course  of  a  journey  through 
the  S.W,  Alps  by  starting  from  Vallouise. 


To  Abrifes  by  the  Combe  du  Queyras. 

Col  de  la  Traversette  to  Crissolo  or 
the  Club  hut. 

Ascend  Monte  Viso  and  descend  to 
Castel  Delfino, 

Col  de  Lautaret  to  Maljasset  in  the 
Ubaye  valley. 

Ascend  Aiguille  or  Brec  de  Cham- 
beyron. 

To  Barcelonnette. 

To  St.  Etienne  in  Tinea  valley  or  by 
Col  de  I’Argentiere  to  Demonte. 


To  the  Bagni  di  Valdieri. 

Ascend  Punta  Argentera. 

To  St.  Martin  Lantosque. 

Ascend  Cima  dei  Gelas. 

Ascend  Mont  Clapier,  descending  to 
San  Dalmazzo  di  Tenda. 

Cross  Col  de  Tenda  to  Cuneo 
and  regain  Vallouise  by  way  of 
Saluzzo,  Pinerolo,  Susa,  and 
the  Mont  Genevre,  or  else  by 
Pinerolo,  the  Val  Pellice,  and 
Abides. 


ROUTES  IN  SAVOY  AND  PIEDMONT, 

THE  ITALIAN  LAKES,  THE  PENNINE  ALPS,  AND  PART  OF  DAUPHINE. 


ROUTE  111. 


DOMO  d’oSSOLA  TO  BAVENO. 


Miles. 

9t 

i8| 

24? 


Domo 

Vogogna 

Gravellona 

Baveno 


From  Domo  d’Ossola  Ely.  to  Gravel¬ 
lona,  and  by  Orta  (Rte.  ii8)  to 
Novara.  Four  trains  daily  each 
way,  taking  i  hr.  lo  min.  to  Gravel¬ 
lona,  and  2  hrs.  thence  to  Novara. 

From  Brieg  to  Domo  d’Ossola,  by 
the  Simplon  road,  see  Rte.  59. 

Pallanza,  on  the  N.  shore  of  the 
Baveno  Bay,  is  a  little  farther  from 
Domo  than  Baveno,  to  the  S.  In 
hot  weather  it  is  worthy  of  con¬ 
sideration  that  the  sun  is  oif  Baveno 
by  two  o’clock  in  the  afternoon, 
whilst  it  shines  fiercely  on  Pallanza 
till  the  evening. 

The  Rly.  from  Domo  descends 
(mainly  by  the  rt.  bk.  of  the  river) 
the  wide  and  flat  valley  of  the  Tosa, 
the  bridges  over  which,  below  Domo 
d’Ossola,  and  again  6  m.  below 
Vogogna,  were  carried  off  by  the 
storms  of  1834  and  1849. 

At  (4^  m.)  Villa  d’Ossola  Stat. 

the  stream  from  the  Val  Antrona  is 
crossed.  [This  is  a  beautiful  valley 
leading  to  several  passes  over  the 
main  chain  to  Saas.  The  chief  vil¬ 
lage,  Antrona  Piana,  is  reached  in 
3-32  hrs.  from  Villa  by  a  paved  mule- 
track  and  is  most  picturesquely  situ¬ 
ated  at  a  height  of  2959  ft.,  some  way 
below  the  beautiful  lake  of  the  same 
name.  The  most  frequented  pass. 


rough  but  easy  (9  hrs.),  is  the 
Antrona  Pass  (9331  ft.),  frequented 
since  the  13th  cent,  (see  Rte.  121). 
The  Latelhorn,  1200  ft.  above  it  on 
the  N.E.,  is  easy  of  access  in  i|  hr., 
and  commands  a  noble  panorama 
(Rte.  1 21).  There  are  also  tracks 
from  Antrona  Piana  to  Val  Anzasca 
(Rte.  120).] 

6|  m.  Piedimulera  Stat.,  where 
travellers  bound  for  the  Val  Anzasca 
(Rte.  ]2o)  get  out. 

Monte  Rosa  is  seen  for  a  moment 
from  the  high  road. 

91  m.  Vogogna  Stat.  Its  Latin 
statutes  of  1374  are  still  preserved  and 
contain  many  traces  of  interesting 
local  customs  and  institutions.  The 
Tosa  crossed  by  an  iron  bridge,  580 
yds.  long,  soon  after  traversing  the 
Anza,  is  navigable  in  spite  of  its  ra¬ 
pidity  ;  the  barges  are  towed  up  by 
double  teams  of  6  or  8  horses  on  each 
bank. 

At  (13I  m.)  Cuzzago  Stat.  the 
carriage  road  to  Pallanza  branches 
E.,  passing  the  beautiful  iag'o  di  Mer- 
gozzo. 

Near  (i6|  m.)  Ornavasso  Stat. 
are  the  white  marble  quarries  which 
supplied  the  stone  for  Milan  Cathe¬ 
dral.  Two  chapels  are  seen  high 
above. 

Ornavasso  —  Germ.  Urndsch  — 
was  (like  the  neighbouring  village  of 
Miggiandone)  occupied  by  a  German 
speaking  colony  from  the  village  of 
Naters  (opposite  Brieg)  in  the 
Valais,  at  some  time  between  1295 
and  1307.  The  statutes  of  i575 
contain  notices  of  some  ancient 
Teutonic  customs,  but  German  has 
not  been  the  language  of  the  inhabi- 
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tants  for  over  loo  years,  though 
certain  names  of  places  are  of  Ger¬ 
man  origin.  Yet  the  natives  have 
a  lively  recollection  of  the  rock 
whence  they  were  hewn,  for  in  1871 
a  street  in  Ornavasso  was  named  by 
the  local  authorities  ‘  Via  Naters.’ 

Near  (i8|  m.)  Gravellona  Toce 
Stat.,  a  large  bridge  crosses  the 
Strona,  a  stream  which  drains  the 
Lago  d’Orta  and  sets  in  motion 
several  cotton  mills.  The  railway 
continues  to  Orta  (Rte.  118) ;  and  the 
main  carriage  road  to 

22 1  m.  Fariolo.  Here  Lago 
Maggiore  bursts  into  view,  with  the 
Isola  Madre,  the  northernmost  of 
the  Borromean  Islands,  in  the  dis¬ 
tance.  A  little  further  are  nu¬ 
merous  quarries  of  a  beautiful  rose 
granite,  which  derives  its  colour 
from  the  prevalence  of  felspar.  It 
cleaves  into  thin  slabs.  The  tele¬ 
graph  posts  are  made  of  granite. 
Felspar  is  obtained  here  in  beautiful 
flesh-coloured  crystals. 

24]:  m.  Baveno  (see  Ete.  112). 

For  Lago  Maggiore,  see  next  route. 


ROUTE  112. 

BELLINZONA  TO  LOCARNO  (RAIL¬ 
WAY)  - LAGO  MAGGIORE  TO 

A  RON  A. 

The  Swiss  ports  of  Magadino  and 
Locarno  are  nearly  opposite  to  each 
other  at  the  N.  end  of  the  Lago  Mag¬ 
giore.  It  is  10^  m.  from  Bellinzona 
to  Magadino,  which  since  the  con¬ 
struction  of  the  railroad  has  entirely 
lost  its  importance,  and  13I  m.  to 
Locarno . 

The  valley  of  the  Ticino  between 
Bellinzona  and  the  lake  is  a  broad 
plain,  from  which  the  mountains 
recede  to  a  considerable  distance. 
The  country  is  highly  cultivated, 
the  slopes  covered  with  vineyards, 
but  near  the  lake  the  bottom  becomes 
marshy  and  is  unhealthy. 


[The  rly.  along  the  E.  shore  of 
the  lake  is  described  in  Ete.  34B. 
It  affords  but  scanty  glimpses  of  the 
scenery,  and  will  hardly  be  used 
except  by  through  travellers.] 

To  Locarno,  Ely.  6  trains  daily 
in  40-50  min.  The  rly.  keeps  close 
company  with  the  Luino  line  as 
far  as  (5^  m.)  Cadenazzo,  the 
junction  of  the  lines  to  Lugano  and 
Luino.  Crossing  the  Ticino,  it  ap¬ 
proaches  the  head  of  the  lake. 

10  m.  Gordola  Stat.  Here  the 
exquisitely  blue  torrent  of  Val  Ver- 
zasca  pours  out  of  a  gorge.  The  line 
runs  along  the  shore,  through  villas 
and  vineyards,  to  Locarno. 

13I  m.  Locarno — Germ.  Luggarus. 
This  was  formerly  one  of  the  three 
capitals  of  Canton  Tessin.  It  has 
3353  Inhab.,  and  once  contained 
many  more,  but  has  decayed  since 
the  15th  cent.  It  is  beautifully 
situated  on  the  margin  of  the  lake, 
(on  which  it  has  a  little  port),  at  the 
foot  of  wooded  cliffs  surmounted  by 
the  church  and  convent  of  the  Madon¬ 
na  del  Sasso,  and  near  the  entrance  of 
the  converging  valleys  of  Verzasca, 
Maggia,  Onsernone,  and  Centovalli. 
The  groves  of  orange  and  lemon,  the 
tall  white  steeples  on  the  hillsides, 
and  the  little  white  chapels  peering 
out  from  among  the  trellised  vines 
and  mirrored  in  the  glassy  lake,  are 
all  characteristic  features  of  an 
Italian  landscape,  even  though,  as 
far  as  frontier  lines  are  concerned, 
we  are  still  in  Switzerland.  As  a 
lake  station  Locarno  cannot  rival 
the  towns  on  the  more  southerly 
shores  of  Lago  Maggiore.  It  is, 
however,  the  starting-point  for 
drives  uj)  three  of  the  most  beauti¬ 
ful  valleys  in  the  Tessin  Alps  (see 
Ete.  1 13),  and  those  who  make  it  a 
centre  for  a  week’s  excursion  in 
June  or  the  autumn  months  will  be 
well  repaid.  In  midsummer  the 
climate  is  hot,  but  not  unhealthy, 
as  the  delta  of  the  Maggia  is  com¬ 
posed  of  dry  granite  debris. 

The  Government  House,  in  a 
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square  planted  with  shrubberies, 
was  built  for  the  sittings  of  the 
Grrand  Council.  In  the  castle, 
begun  in  1342,  but  in  great  part 
pulled  down  in  1531,  the  seat  of  the 
Swiss  bailitf,  are  some  antique  rooms 
with  beautiful  wood-carvings.  The 
old  desecrated  ch.  of  San  Francesco 
formed  part  of  a  Franciscan  convent 
which  existed  here  1228-1848. 

The  ch.  of  San  Vittore  at 
Muralto,  close  by,  has  been  a 
church  of  secular  canons  since  the 
middle  of  the  13th  cent.  The 
ch.  is  mentioned  in  the  loth 
cent.,  but  the  present  building — 
a  stately  basilica — does  not  date 
farther  back  than  the  12th  cent., 
and  has  been  modernized  ;  it 
has  some  early  sculptured  capitals 
in  the  crypt,  the  tower  was  begun 
in  1524,  and  the  ch.  was  the 
parish  ch.  of  Locarno  till  1816, 
when  Sant’  Antonio  succeeded  to 
that  position.  In  Jan.,  1863,  the 
roof  of  Sant’  Antonio  gave  way 
under  the  weight  of  snow  (a  most 
uncommon  phenomenon  here)  and 
40  persons  were  killed.  There  are 
some  good  frescoes  (dated  1442  and 
1476,  but  unluckily  now  rapidly 
decaying)  in  the  cemetery-chapel  of 
Santa  Maria  in  Selva. 

The  market  held  once  a  fortnight, 
exhibits  a  singular  mixture  of  cos¬ 
tumes. 

In  1512,  Locarno  was  conquered 
by  the  Swiss  and  held  by  12  cantons 
as  a  subject  bailiwick,  until  1798. 
Beccaria,  a  priest  of  Locarno,  became 
a  Protestant,  and  by  1548  gathered 
together  about  200  followers  there. 

In  March,  1555,  116  persons,  who 
had  refused  to  purchase  the  privilege 
of  remaining  by  the  sacrifice  of  their 
religion,  were  Ijanished  by  decree  of 
the  Swiss  Diet,  in  pursuance  of  the 
Plea  of  Kappel,  1531,  by  which  the 
subject  bailiwicks  were  not  allowed 
to  become  Protestant.  With  them 
went  industry  and  prosperity  ;  they 
settled  at  Zurich,  transferring 
thither  the  manufacture  of  silk, 
which  is  now  of  such  importance  to 
that  city.  The  Orelli,  the  well- 

[_Switz.  II.] 


known  publishers  of  Zurich,  are  a 
Locarno  family,  also  the  Muralts, 
but  not  the  Pestalozzi  (despite 
common  belief),  for  they  came  to 
Zurich  in  1564  from  Chiavenna. 

[The  Madonna  del  Sasso 
(founded,  in  consequence  of  an 
apparition  to  one  of  the  Franciscan 
friars  at  Locarno,  in  1480),  20  min. 
walk  above  the  town,  is  well  worth 
a  visit.  The  path  is  formed  into  a 
Calvary,  inferior  to  those  at  Dome 
d’Ossola  and  Varallo,  but  beautifully 
laid  out.  The  portico  of  the  church 
commands  an  exquisite  view  over 
the  lake  and  entrance  of  the  valley 
of  the  Ticino,  whose  winding  course 
may  be  traced  flashing  in  the  sun. 
From  1485  it  has  belonged  to  a 
Franciscan  convent,  and  contains  a 
Flight  into  Egypt  by  Bramantino. 
From  this  a  footpath  leads  in  10 
min.  to  the  Trinita  del  Monti, 
commanding  a  more  extensive  pano¬ 
rama. 

Excursions,  a.  From  the  ham¬ 
let  of  Losone,  |  hr’s.  drive  from 
Locarno  beyond  the  Maggia,  an 
excellent  mule-path  leads  in  i  hr.  to 
Ronco.  It  first  crosses  a  low  birch- 
draped  pass,  an  Italian  Trossachs, 
and  then  runs  in  a  smooth  and  level 
terrace  among  gardens  commanding 
noble  views  over  the  lake  and  of  the 
mountains  at  its  head.  A  zigzag 
road  connects  Ronco  with  the  high¬ 
road  along  the  W.  shore  of  the  lake, 
by  which  Locarno  may  be  regained, 
h.  2  Ill's’,  walk  above  the  town  is 
the  chapel  of  Sayi  Bernardo  (close  to 
it  a  humble  Pension),  whence  a  very 
fine  view  can  be  obtained,  and 
greatly  extended  by  ascending  to 
the  Cimetta. 

The  following  are  the  principal 
drives  :  i.  To  Contra,  on  the  hillside 
behind  the  town,  and  to  the  brow 
above  the  entrance  of  Val  Verzasca. 

2.  To  Intragna,  returning  by  rt.  bank 
of  the  Maggia.  3.  Up  Val  Onsernone 
as  far  as  Russo.  4.  Up  Val  Verzasca 
to  Sonogno.  5.  Up  Val  Maggia  to 
Bignasco  and  Fusio  (2  days,  V)etter 

3,  sleeping  at  Bignasco,  and  visiting 

G  g 
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Val  Bavona").  6.  Down  the  shores 
of  the  lake  to  Cannobio,  and  up  the 
gorges  of  Val  Cannobina.  Those  who 
are  not  afraid  to  walk  or  ride  should 
sleep  at  Sta.  Maria  in  Val  Vigezzo, 
and  return  to  Locarno  by  Val 
Centovalli. 

There  is  an  excellent  road  along 
the  W.  shore  of  the  lake  to  Pallanza, 

4  hrs.’  drive. 

To  Domo  d’Ossola  by  Val  Vigezzo 

(Rte,  113)-  j 

Val  Maggia,  Val  Verzasca,  and 
Val  Onsernone  are  described  in  Kte. 
II3- 

Lago  Maggiore. 

The  Lago  Maggiore,  the  Lacus 
Verbanus  of  the  Komans  (Germ. 
Langensee),  is  40  m.  long,  about  3 
m.  wide,  except  at  its  greatest 
breadth  (7I  m.(  opposite  Baveno,  646 
ft.  above  the  sea,  and  in  places  1230 
ft.  deep,  while  it  covers  an  area  of 
nearly  83  sq.  m.  Its  prevailingwinds 
are  the  Tramontana  from  the  N.,  and 
the  Inverna,  which  blows  by  day,  from 
the  S.  Only  a  small  portion  at  its 
N.  extremity  belongs  to  Switzerland. 
About  7 1  m.  S.  of  Locarno, the  Italian 
frontier  commences.  The  naviga¬ 
tion  is  free  to  both  states.  The 
chief  rivers  by  which  the  lake  is 
fed  are  the  Ticino,  flowing  from  the 
St.  Gotthard  ;  the  Maggia,  from  the 
valley  of  the  same  name  ;  the  Tresa, 
from  the  Lago  di  Lugano  ;  and  the 
Toce,  or  Tosa,  from  Val  Formazza, 
past  Domo  d’Ossola.  The  scenery 
of  the  upper  end  is  bold  and 
mountainous,  and  at  the  same  time 
diver sifled  by  a  succession  of  striking 
and  beautiful  features.  The  stately 
beauty  of  the  hill-forms  round  the 
bay  of  Baveno  (to  call  by  that  name 
the  W.  arm,  containing  the  Borro- 
mean  Islands)  is  hardly  equalled 
even  in  this  beautiful  region  ;  but, 
towards  the  S.  and  E.,  the  shores 
are  less  lofty,  subsiding  gradually 
into  the  plain  of  Lombardy.  The 
fishery  is  the  property  of  the  Borro- 
meo  family,  and  is  let  for  a  large 

sum.  . 

In  1848  Garibaldi  and  his  friends 


seized  the  only  two  steamers  then  on 
the  lake,  armed  them,  and  for  two 
months  cruised  about,  levying  con¬ 
tributions  on  the  Austrian  towns 
and  on  the  Sardinian  convents,  and 
the  lake  was  again  the  scene  of  fight¬ 
ing  in  1859. 

The  voyage  (5^  hrs.)  down  the  lake 
is  very  delightful,  ?md  the  scenery  ex¬ 
quisite.  The  mountain  sides  aie  so 
precipitous  that  there  were  until  late¬ 
ly  no  roads  along  them.  Villages  and 
churches  are,  however,  perched  on 
the  heights  ;  and  wherever  a  deposit 
has  been  formed  in  the  lake  by  a 
torrent,  a  village  will  be  found. 

Beyond  the  delta  of  the  Maggia  is 

Ascona,  on  the  W.  shore,  sur¬ 
mounted  by  a  castle.  The  i8th  cent, 
tower  of  the  i6th  cent,  church  is  veiy 
much  like  that  of  St.  IJrsus  at 
Soleure,  for  which  it  doubtless  served 
as  a  model,  the  builders  of  St.  Ursus 
being  the  Pisoni  family  of  Ascona. 

Brissago,  W.,  a  charming  spot, 
conspicuous  with  its  white  houses, 
and  avenue  of  cypress  leading  to  the 
ch.  ;  its  inhabitants  are  wealthy  and 
industrious,  cigars  being  ^  the  chief 
manufacture.  Terrace  rises  above 
terrace  against  the  hill-side ;  and 
the  vine,  fig,  olive,  pomegranate,  and 
myrtle  flourish  in  the  open  aii. 
About  I  m.  beyond  this  the  Swiss 
territory  ends. 

Cannobio,  W.,  situated  at  the 
entrance  of  the  Piedmontese  Val 
Cannobina  (Rte.  113).  The  Santuario 
was  designed  by  Bramante,  and 
contains  an  altar-piece  reputed  the 
finest  work  of  Gaudenzio  Ferrari — 
Christ  carrying  the  Cross.  The  island 
off  Cannero,  on  which  is  a  ruined 
castle  of  the  Borromeos,  was,  in  the 
early  15th  cent.,  the  resort  of  5 
robber-brothers  of  Ronco  named  Maz- 
zardi,  who  committed  depredations 
along  the  shores  of  the  lake.  Before 
reaching  Oggebbio  is  the  villa  Ricci - 
d’Azeglio,  a  favourite  sojourning 
place  of  the  great  statesman. 

Lnino,  E.  (see  Rte.  115),  stat.  for 
Lugano  and  Como. 
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Portovaltravaglia,  E.,  with  a 
station  and  pier  occasionally  called 
at  by  trains  and  steamers. 

Laveno,  E.,  is  situated  in  a 
beautiful  little  bay  which  was 
strongly  fortified  by  the  Austrians 
when  that  side  of  the  lake  belonged 
to  Austria.  Blys.  to  Milan  by  Gal- 
larate  and  by  Varese,  each  2|  hrs. 
Some  distance  S.  of  the  town  is  Santa 
Caterina  del  Sasso,  a  church  found¬ 
ed  in  1350,  very  beautifully  situ¬ 
ated.  It  is  named  from  a  piece  of 
rock,  weighing  above  a  ton,  which 
some  400  years  ago  fell,  penetrating 
the  roof,  and  was  arrested  in  a 
curious  manner.  Above  the  town  is  a 
conspicuous  hillock,  Sasso  di  Ferro 
(3456  ft.),  the  view  from  which  is 
most  magnificent  towards  the  Alps 
and  over  the  lakes.  It  is  a  very 
easy  2  hrs.’  climb  from  Laveno, 
a:ncl  should  on  no  account  be  omit¬ 
ted  by  any  one  who  finds  himself 
in  the  neighbourhood.  It  is  a 
delightful  and  easy  walk  to  go  from 
Laveno  up  the  Sasso  di  Ferro  (i|  hr. ), 
descend  to  lunch  at  the  primitive 
little  Croce  Bianca  at  Casero  (|  hr. ),  to 
mount  again  by  a  broad  path  to 
the  ridge  behind  the  village,  to  follow 
its  crest  to  its  highest  point,  Monte 
Nudo  (i|  hr.),  and  to  descend  thence 
past  the  Sanctuary  of  Sant’  Antonio, 
to  Portovaltravaglia  (2  hrs.),  whence 
(Kte.  34  b)  Luino  is  reached  in  ^  hr. 
by  rail  or  |  hr.  by  steamer.  The 
views  all  the  way  are  most  enchant¬ 
ing. 

[A  beautiful  cross  road  leads  to 
Ponte  Tresa  on  Lago  di  Lugano  (3 
hrs.). 

A  railway  leads  in  13I  m.  to 
Varese.  The  country  traversed  is, 
after  the  first  few  miles,  broad  and 
open.  In  place  of  the  picturesque 
variety  of  most  of  the  lake-drives, 
the  traveller  has  before  him  a  stately 
classical  landscape,  crowned  in  clear 
weather  by  a  superb  view  of  Monte 
Rosa  and  the  Saasgrat. 

Varese.  The  Lake  of  Varese  at 
some  distance,  surrounded  by  low, 
vine-clad  hills,  is  a  feature  in  the 
foreground. 


The  town  (14,166  Inhab.,  1240  ft.) 
has  no  very  remarkable  buildings  or 
works  of  art. 

The  ancient  Monte  Sacro  di  Varese  is 
well  worth  a  visit  for  its  beautiful 
view  and  curious  collection  of  build¬ 
ings,  and  shrines  resembling  those 
at  Varallo  (see  Handbook  to  N.  Italy, 
Rte.  17).] 

Intra,  W.,  5945  Inhab.  A  thriv¬ 
ing  town,  with  manufactories  of 
glass,  cotton,  and  silk,  and  a  foundry. 
The  torrent  from  the  Val  Intrasca 
affords  abundant  water  power.  Near 
it  is  the  magnificent  Villa  Franzosini 
(formerly  Poniatowski). 

From  here  Val  Intrasca  offers  a 
charming  by-way  for  pedestrians  to 
Homo  d’Ossola  or  Val  Cannobina  ; 
at  Premeno,  5  m.,  there  is  a  good 
Inn. 

From  Miazzina  (2  hrs.’  drive  from 
Intra — fair  a  3  hrs.’  walk  leads 

to  a  Club  hut  l3uilt  by  the  Italian 
Alpine  Club  on  the  Plan  Cavallone, 
whence  in  2  hrs.  the  top  of  the  Pizzo 
Marone  (6729  ft.)  and  in  i|  hr.  more 
that  of  the  Monte  Zeda  (7077  ft.)  may 
be  gained  ;  or  the  latter  peak  may  be 
reached  direct  from  Intra  in  6  hrs. 
Both  summits  form  part  of  the  ranges 
between  Dome  d’Ossola  and  the  lake, 
and  command  superb  views.] 

A  small  island  belonging  to  Count 
Borromeo  lies  off  the  point  before 
reaching 

Pallanza,  W.,  4241  Inhab.  Owing 
to  its  position,  sheltered  from  N. 
winds  and  exposed  to  the  full  winter 
sunshine,  Pallanza  has  come  into 
some  repute  as  winter  quarters  for 
invalids.  The  conspicuous  building 
above  the  town  is  a  large  model 
prison  for  male  convicts.  There  is  a 
nursery-garden  of  some  celebrity 
close  to  the  town.  The  Borromean 
Islands  may  be  visited  from  Pallanza. 
A  good  carriage-road  runs  hence  to 
Gravellona  on  the  Dome  d’Ossola- 
Orta  rly.  (Rte.  in).  Few  travellers 
will  omit  to  visit  the  beautiful  Layo 
d'Orta  from  this  place  or  Baveno. 

Baveno,  W.,  2389  Inhab.,  is  beau¬ 
tifully  situated  on  the  shore  of  the 
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lake  and  at  the  foot  of  the  Monte 
Mottarone,  the  walks  on  the  sides  of 
which  are  very  pretty  and  less  en¬ 
closed  by  walls  than  is  usual  in  Italy. 
There  are  good  rowing-boats  to  be 
hired.  The  splendid  Villa  Clam, 
perhaps  the  finest  on  Lago  Maggiore, 
has  been  built  by  Charles  Henfrey, 
Esq.,  C.E.,  on  a  terrace  above  Baveno. 
It  was  occupied  in  1879  by  Queen 
Victoria.  The  liberality  of  Mr.  Hen¬ 
frey  has  provided  for  the  benefit  of 
his  countrymen  an  English  Church,  of 
elegant  design,  in  the  Lombard  style 
(Mr.  Pullan,  architect),  and  original 
in  plan.  It  is  a  domed  octagon,  sup- 
2)orted  on  marble  pillars  and  richly 
decorated  within.  It  was  finished 
1873.  The  Simplon  road  is  carried 
along  the  shore  of  the  lake  to  Arona 
— rly.  projected. 

Borromean  Islands. — Theindis- 
l^ensable  excursion  from  Baveno  is  a 
visit  to  the  far-famed  Borromean  Is¬ 
lands,  which  lie  scattered  about  the 
deep  bay  of  Baveno,  and  are  pictur¬ 
esque  objects  in  every  view.  The 
steamers  touch  at  the  Isola  Bella.  It 
takes  25  min.  to  row  from  Baveno  to 
the  Isola  Bella  (boat  there  and  back 
5  fr.,  or  2  fr.  an  hr,). 

Isola  Bella  belongs  to  Count  Borro- 
meo.  Count  Vitaliano  Borromeo,  in 
1671,  converted  this  bare  and  barren 
slate-rock,  which  lifts  itself  a  few 
feet  above  the  lake,  into  a  beautiful 
garden,  teeming  with  the  vegetation 
of  the  tropics.  It  consists  of  10 
terraces,  rising  in  pyramidal  form 
one  above  another,  and  lined  with 
statues,  vases,  obelisks,  and  black 
cypresses.  Upon  these,  as  upon  the 
hanging-gardens  of  Babylon,  flourish 
in  the  open  air,  not  merely  the 
orange,  citron,  myrtle,  and  j)ome- 
granate,  but  aloes,  cactuses,  and  the 
camphor-tree  (of  which  there  is  a 
specimen  40  ft.  high),  and  this 
within  a  day’s  journey  of  the  Lap- 
land  climate  of  the  Simplon,  and 
within  view  of  Alpine  snows. 

The  proverbial  disagreement  of 
doctors  is  nothing  in  comparison  to 
the  discord  of  travellers  as  to  the 
merits  of  this  island.  To  Simond  the 


sight  of  the  island  at  a  distance 
suggested  the  idea  of  ‘  a  huge  Peri- 
gord  pie,  stuck  round  with  the  heads 
of  woodcocks  and  partridges  ;  ’  Mat¬ 
thews  extols  it  as  ‘  the  magic  creation 
of  labour  and  taste  ...  a  fairy-land, 
which  might  serve  as  a  model  for  the 
gardens  of  Calypso  ;  ’  Be  Saussure  calls 
it  ‘  une  superbe  fantaisie,  une  idee 
vraiment  belle  et  noble,  une  esj^^jce  de 
creation Gibbon  ^an  enchanted  palace, 
a  work  of  the  fairies,  in  a  lake  ac¬ 
companied  with  mountains  ;  ’  while 
Brockedon  sternly  pronounces  it  as 
^worthy  only  of  a  rich  man’s  mis¬ 
placed  extravagance,  and  of  the  taste 
of  a  confectioner.’  To  the  taste  of 
the  present  century  there  is  much 
that  may  seem  misplaced  ;  but,  for  a 
traveller  fresh  from  the  north,  this 
creation  of  art,  with  its  aromatic 
groves,  starting  out  of  the  rocks — 
and,  above  all,  its  glorious  situation, 
bathed  by  the  dark  blue  waters  of 
the  lake,  which  reflect  the  distant 
snows  of  the  Alps — cannot  fail  to 
afford  pleasure. 

Every  handful  of  mould  on  the 
island  was  originally  brought  from  a 
distance,  and  requires  to  be  con¬ 
stantly  renewed.  It  is  probable  that 
its  foundation  of  slate-rock  favours 
the  growth  of  tender  plants  by  long 
retaining  the  heat  of  a  noonday  sun  ; 
in  addition  to  this,  the  terraces  are 
boarded  over  during  winter,  and  the 
plants  protected  from  frost  by  stoves 
beneath.  The  orange  and  lemon 
blossoms  perfume  the  air  to  some 
distance. 

The  Palace,  which,  with  the  gar¬ 
dens,  is  liberally  shown  to  strangers, 
contains  two  portraits  of  Beltraffio, 
2:>ictures  by  Procaccini,  the  Charity 
of  Andrea  Sacchi,  and  50  landscapes 
by  Peter  Molyn,  better  known  as  Tem- 
pesta.  In  the  Chapel  are  3  fine  monu¬ 
ments  of  the  Borromeo  family,  re¬ 
moved  from  Milan  at  the  time  of  the 
Cisalpine  Republic  :  one  Avas  con¬ 
structed  to^  hold  the  relics  of  Sta. 
Giustina,  a  member  of  the  family; 
another,  on  the  rt.  of  the  altar,  is 
erroneously  attributed  to  Ant.  Busti. 
These  monuments  are  all  junbably 
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by  Amadeo,  the  sculptor  of  the 
monument  of  Colleoni  at*Bergamo 
(1490).  The  large  unfinished  build¬ 
ing  which  separates  the  two  wings 
was  intended  for  a  theatre,  but  has 
never  been  covered  in.  At  the  level 
of  the  lake  is  a  series  of  grottoes,  en¬ 
crusted  with  shells  and  pebbles.  At 
present  the  palace  and  gardens  pre¬ 
sent  a  somewhat  dilapidated  appear¬ 
ance. 

Isold  del  Pescatori  is  a  small  island 
near  Isola  Bella,  which  does  not 
belong  to  the  Borromeo  family.  On 
it  is  a  village  of  poor  but  picturesque 
houses,  a  large  church,  &c.  The 
inhabitants  are  fishermen. 

The  Isola  Madre  is  well  worth  a 
visit  (fee  i  fr.h  From  its  greater 
distance  from  the  mountains,  which 
screen  the  sun  earlier  from  the 
others,  it  enjoys  a  milder  climate  in 
winter.  The  plants  of  New  Holland 
grow  luxuriantly  out  of  doors  ;  the 
two  species  of  tea  are  generally  in 
flower  in  October  ;  the  Chilian  Arau¬ 
caria  here  attains  a  great  size.  On 
the  island  are  many  pheasants,  a 
rare  sight  in  Italy,  these  birds  being 
as  it  were  imprisoned,  from  their 
inability  by  flight  to  gain  the  oppo¬ 
site  shore. 

The  Isolina  di  San  Giovanni  is  the 
smallest  of  the  group,  and  the 
nearest  to  the  shore. 

[The  Monte  Mottarone  or  Margoz- 
zolo,  rising  behind  Baveno, commands 
fine  view  of  the  Alps,  the  Lago  Mag- 
giore,  and  Italian  plains.  Donkeys 
are  kept  for  the  ascent.  A  cog¬ 
wheel  rly.  is  to  be  shortly  con¬ 
structed  from  Stresa  to  the  top  (7I 
m.  in  1 1  hrs.).  On  foot  it  takes  3^ 
hrs.  from  Baveno,  mounting  at  first 
through  forest,  and  then  by  heathery 
slopes,  to  reach  the  top,  4892  ft. 
above  the  sea.  Near  the  summit  a 
large  well-kept  Inn  (4675  ft.)  has 
been  opened.  Travellers  may  de¬ 
scend  the  long  slope  on  the  opposite 
side  to  Orta  in  3  hrs.,  and  return  by 
Oniegna  and  the  high  road  ;  or,  if 
bound  to  Varallo,  sleep  at  Orta,  and 
proceed  next  day  by  the  exquisite 
Col  de  Colma  (see  Rte.  118).] 


Stresa,  W.  This  place  is  beauti¬ 
fully  situated,  and  is  by  some  pre¬ 
ferred  to  Baveno.  Villa  Pallavicini 
has  a  fine  garden.  The  Villas  Bo- 
longaro  (formerly  the  property  of 
Rosmini,  the  philosoj)her,  now  of  the 
Duchess  of  Genoa),  Casanova,  Col- 
cani,  and  Durazzo  may  also  be 
visited.  The  Rosmini  college  on  the 
hillside  has  been  turned  into  a 
school. 

Belgirate,  W.,  and  Lesa,  W.,  are 
pretty  villages,  remarkable  for  the 
number  of  villas  with  terraces  and 
gardens  in  front.  The  colossal  statue 
of  S.  Carlo  Borromeo  appears  on  the 
hill  above  the  road  on  the  rt.,  before 
reaching 

Arona,  W.,  an  ancient  and 
rapidly  improving  town  of  4474 
Inhab.,  built  on  the  margin  of  the 
lake  ;  the  principal  street  is  so  nar¬ 
row  that  only  one  carriage  can  pass. 
The  Simplon  road  runs  through  the 
upper  pai't  of  the  town.  This  is  the 
port  at  which  the  steamers  end  their 
voyage. 

The  station  of  the  rly.  to  Novara 
(about  I  hr.),  is  close  to  the  steam¬ 
boat  pier.  Bail  from  Novara  to 
Turin  in  2|  hrs.  ;  direct  to  Genoa 
by  Alessandria  in  3^  to  4^  hrs.  ;  to 
Milan  in  i ^  hr.  ;  to  Varallo  in  2I  hrs. 

The  principal  Ch.  {Santa  Maria) 
contains  a  very  beautiful  picture 
attributed  to  Gaudenzio  Ferrari — a 
Holy  Family — with  shutters,  bear¬ 
ing  figures  of  saints,  and  the  portrait 
of  a  Countess  Borromeo,  by  whom  it 
was  presented  to  the  church.  It  is 
retouched.  San  Carlo  Borromeo  was 
born  (1538)  in  the  old  Castle  above 
Arona,  destroyed  by  the  French, 
1797. 

On  a  hill,  about  half  an  hr.’s  walk 
from  the  town,  stands  the  Colossal 
Statue  of  San  Carlo  Borromeo^  77  ft. 
high,  and  placed  on  a  pedestal  38  ft. 
high.  The  head,  hands,  and  feet, 
alone,  are  cast  in  bronze  ;  the  rest  of 
the  figure  is  formed  of  sheets  of 
beaten  copper,  arranged  round  a 
pillar  of  rough  masonry  which  forms 
the  support.  The  statue  was  erected. 
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1614-1697,  by  subscriptions,  princi¬ 
pally  contributed  by  the  Borromeo 
family.  It  is  possible  to  enter  the 
interior  and  to  mount  up  into  the 
head.  The  ascent  is  by  means  of  two 
ladders  tied  together  (provided  by  a 
man  who  lives  hard  by),  resting 
on  the  pedestal,  and  reaching  up  to 
the  skirt  of  the  robe.  The  statue  has 
nothing  but  size  to  recommend  it 
Carlo  Borromeo  (1538-84),  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  a  wealthy  Arena  family,  and 
nephew  of  Pius  IV.,  became  Arch¬ 
bishop  of  Milan  and  a  cardinal  at  22. 
He  was  a  man  of  singular  spiritual 
energy  and  an  ardent  Churchman, 
and  appears  in  Swiss  history  as  the 
supporter  of  the  Catholic  revival  in 
the  Forest  Cantons,  with  which  he 
was  closely  connected,  as  the  Val 
Leventina  was  part  of  his  diocese 
(the  diocese  of  Como,  which  included 
the  other  Swiss  lands  in  the  Milan¬ 
ese,  was  in  the  ecclesiastical  province 
of  Milan),  and  was  the  real  author 
of  the  Golden  or  Borromean  League, 
1586.  In  1579  he  founded  the  Colle¬ 
gium  Helveticum  at  Milan  for  the  edu¬ 
cation  of  24  Swiss  candidates  for  the 
priesthood,  an  institution  which 
lasted  till  1797,  24  free  places  being 
still  reserved  for  Swiss  at  the  archi- 
episcojDal  seminary  in  Milan.  He 
employed  Capuchins  and  Jesuits  to 
bring  back  his  flock  to  the  old  faith, 
and  wore  himself  out  by  his  personal 
exertions.  ‘  He  performed  his  epi- 
scoj)al  duties,  not  with  energy  and 
conscience  only,  but  with  a  sort  of 
passion.  He  was  incessantly  occu¬ 
pied  in  the  pastoral  visitation  of  his 
diocese,  which  he  traversed  in  every 
direction  ;  there  was  no  village, 
however  remote,  that  he  had  not 
visited  two  or  three  times  ;  the 
highest  mountains,  the  most  se¬ 
cluded  valleys,*  all  were  alike  known 
and  cared  for.’ — Ranke’s  Popes.  He  is 
worthily  remembered  for  his  heroic 
and  self-forgetful  exertions  during 
the  plague  and  famine  at  Milan,  in 
the  Duomo  of  which  his  remains  are 
still  preserved  and  reverenced,  as 
he  was  canonized  not  long  after  his 
death. 


The  present  College  at  Arena 
occupies  the  site  of  the  old 
Benedictine  monastery  (founded 
in  the  loth  cent.,  occupied  by 
Jesuits  1574  -  1763),  to  which 
from  999  the  pastures  of  Macugnaga 
in  Val  Anzasca  belonged,  and  in 
which,  in  1604,  was  unearthed  a 
famous  14th  cent.  MS.  of  the  Imi¬ 
tation  (now  preserved  at  Turin),  the 
authorship  of  which  is  attributed 
to  John  Gersen  of  Cavaglia,  Abbot  of 
Vercelli,  the  very  existence  of  whom, 
however,  seems  to  be  problematical. 

From  the  top  of  la  Rocca,  a  hill 
above  Arena,  there  is  a  fine  view. 
The  geologist  will  find  near  the 
quarries  of  limestone  (Dolomite)  an 
interesting  contact  of  the  magnesian 
limestone  and  red  porj>hyry. 

Opposite  Arena,  on  the  other  side 
of  the  lake,  stands  the  Castle  of  An- 
gera,  a  fief  of  the  Borromeos,  on  a 
hill  of  a  similar  limestone,  and  at 
its  foot  the  neat  modern  village  of 
the  same  name.  The  castle  dates 
from  the  time  of  Giovanni  Visconti, 
Archbishop  of  Milan  ( 1342-1354), and 
was  built  in  1350.  Some  frescoes 
represent  events  in  the  life  of  his 
father,  Ottone  Visconti. 

Remains  of  lake-dwellings  have 
been  found  near  Mercurago,  i  m.  S. 
of  Arona. 


ROUTE  113. 


THE  VALLEYS  OF  CANTON  TICINO. 

A.  Locarno  to  Airolo,  by  Val 

Maggia  and  Val  Lavizza. 

B.  Locarno  to  Tosa  Palls,  by 

Val  Maggia  and  Val  Ba- 
vona. 

C.  Locarno  to  Faido,  by  Val 
Verzasca. 

D.  Val  Onsernone. 

E.  Domo  d’Ossola  to  Locarno, 

by  Val  Vigezzo. 

F.  Domo  d’Ossola  to  Cannobio, 

by  Val  Cannobina. 
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The  district  which  lies  between 
the  Nufenen,  the  Val  d’Ossola,  the 
Val  Leventina  and  Lago  Maggiore, 
though  as  yet  little  known  to  Eng¬ 
lish  travellers,  contains  scenery 
scarcely  to  be  surpassed  for  beauty 
in  the  whole  Alpine  chain.  A  large 
proportion  of  the  inhabitants  emi¬ 
grate  in  their  youth,  returning  home 
in  middle  life,  English,  picked  uj) 
in  California  or  Australia,  is  con¬ 
stantly  heard  in  country  cafes  or 
diligences.  For  further  details  see 
Bazetta  and  Brusoni’s  Guide  de 
VOssola,  and  Freshfield’s  Italian  Alps, 

A,  TheVal  Maggia  is, as  its  name 
implies,  the  largest  of  the  mountain 
valleys  which  open  on  the  head  of 
Lago  Maggiore.  It  is  traversed  by  a 
good  road  extending  to  Fusio,  the 
highest  village,  to  which  an  omni¬ 
bus  runs  once  daily  (34  m.,  7jhrs.), 
with  a  second  service  from  Bignasco 
to  Fusio. 

For  the  first  2|  m.  from  Locarno 
the  road  traverses  rice-fields  and 
vineyards,  on  the  1.  bank  of  the 
united  streams  of  the  various  val¬ 
leys,  which  form  a  delta  below  the 
town. 

At  Ponte  Brolla  the  Maggia  issues 
from  the  N.  through  a  deep  cleft  in 
white  gneiss  rocks.  The  water,  ex¬ 
cept  during  the  melting  of  the 
snows,  or  after  heavy  rains,  is  of  the 
most  glorious  deep  blue  colour. 

[Here  the  roads  to  Val  Onsernone 
(see  D)  and  Intragna  branch  off, 
crossing  the  bridge. 

The  natural  gap  formed  by  Val 
Cento valli  and  Val  Vigezzo  would, 
but  for  political  considerations,  have 
long  ago  been  traversed  by  a  high 
road.  The  two  valleys  diverge  from 
the  same  low  plateau,  more  like  an 
English  heath  than  an  Alpine 
watershed.  But  Val  Centovalli  is 
Swiss  ;  Val  Vigezzo,  Italian.  There 
is  still  consequently  a  break  in  the 
char-road  near  the  frontier,  and  the 
road  connecting  Val  Vigezzo  with 
Lago  Maggiore  is  carried  through 
the  intricate  gorges  of  Val  Canno- 
bina  within  Italian  territory.] 

The  lower  portion  of  Val  Maggia 


is  a  deep  broad  straight  trench,  be¬ 
tween  lofty  gneiss  ranges,  rising  on 
either  hand  in  precipices,  streaked 
by  waterfalls,  one  of  which,  the 
Soladino  Fall,  is  noteworthy.  The 
scenery,  though  fine,  is  mono¬ 
tonous,  and  the  aspect  of  the  valley 
is  marred  by  the  stony  bed  of  the 
torrent. 

The  village  of  Maggia.  is  8| 
m.  from  Locarno.  The  next  place 
of  importance  is  Cevio,  15 1  m. 
from  Locarno,  at  the  junction  of  Val 
Kovana  with  the  main  valley. 

[The  stream  of  Val  Eovana  here 
issues  from  a  narrow  gorge.  A 
char-road  climbs  into  it  by  steeji 
zigzags.  An  hr,  from  Cevio  the 
valley  divides.  The  N.W.  branch 
leads  to  Bosco,  an  isolated  German- 
speaking  (13th  cent. )  colony  from  the 
Valais,  where  the  cure  entertains 
strangers.  Thence  in  about  6  hrs.  to 
Val  Formazza,  by  the  CrinerPass or  Hin- 
ter  Furka,  through  varied  and  pleas¬ 
ing  scenery.  The  Inn  at  Tosa  Falls 
may  be  reached  in  one  day  from  Lo¬ 
carno  by  this  rte.  The  S.W.  branch 
of  the  valley,  Val  di  Campo,  is 
traversed  by  a  char-road  as  far  as 
Campo  (3j  hrs.).  Thence  passes 
lead  S.  to  Comologno  in  Val  On¬ 
sernone,  and  W.  to  Premia  in  Val 
Antigorio.] 

At  Cevio  the  valley  of  the  Maggia, 
hitherto  straight  and  monotonous, 
turns  abruptly  to  the  N,,  and  rocks, 
fringed  below  with  beech  and  chest¬ 
nut,  above  with  larch  and  birch, 
overhang  the  torrent,  whose  brilliant 
waters  dance  along  among  white 
boulders. 

2|  m.  further  (18  m.  from  Locar¬ 
no,  32  hrs’.  drive)  lies  Bignasco 
(1424  ft.). 

This  is  one  of  the  most  exquisite 
spots  in  the  southern  Alps.  The 
village  is  built  at  the  junction  of 
the  torrent  of  Val  Bavona  with  the 
Maggia.  Both  streams  are  crossed 
by  high-arched  bridges,  which  unite 
with  frescoed  chapels,  white-walled 
villas,  on  whose  terraced  roofs  ole¬ 
anders  bloom,  and  vines,  trellised 
over  stone  pillars,  to  give  an  Italian 
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character  to  the  foreground.  Im¬ 
mediately  opposite,  a  superb  vista 
of  granite  precipices  and  forested 
slopes  is  closed  by  the  glittering 
snows  of  the  Basodino.  Behind  the 
village  are  deep  bays  of  chestnut 
forest,  under  which  the  Alpine  rho¬ 
dodendron  flourishes.  In  another 
direction,  one  of  the  summits  of  Piz 
Campo  Tencia  closes  Val  Lavizzara, 
the  hill  -  sides  of  which  ascencl 
steeply  in  broken  slopes.  There 
are  lovely  walks  in  every  direction 
through  the  woods,  and  the  river 
supplies  good  trout-flshing.  This 
beautiful  spot  should  be  a  favourite 
resort  of  travellers. 

[A  fine  pass  leads  hence  into  Val 
Verzasca  (see  C  belowX] 

Above  Bignasco  the  valley  is 
known  as  Val  Lavizzara,  The  road 
ascends  steeply  through  a  very  pic¬ 
turesque  defile  for  some  miles. 
Shortly  after  passing  Broglio  the 
valley  becomes  level,  and  the  Val 
cli  Prato  opens  E, 

[This  is  a  romantic  glen.  Beyond 
the  Monte  di  San  Carlo  an  excellent 
path  pierces  a  narrow  defile,  and 
gives  access  to  the  upper  pastures 
whence  it  is  easy  to  cross  the  ridge 
to  Fusio.  A  mountaineer  may 
cross  Piz  Campo  Tencia  (10,089  ft.), 
to  Faido  (8  to  10  hrs.’  walking  from 
Broglio).  A  foot-pass,  Passo  della 
Redoria,  leads  to  Sonogno,  in  Val 
Verzasca,  in  5  hrs.,  through  another 
branch  of  the  valley.] 

The  valley  bends  again  north¬ 
wards,  and  the  poor  hamlet  of  Pec- 
cia,  with  the  opening  of  Val  Peccia,  is 
passed. 

[This  wild  valley  is  traversed  by 
rough  tracks  leading  to  the  head  of 
Val  Bavona,  A  good  walker  may 
ascend  it,  returning  to  Bignasco  by 
Val  Bavona,  a  magnificent  walk.] 

The  road  now  climbs  in  zigzags  a 
steep  ascent,  which  leads  to  the 
highest  level  of  Val  Lavizzara.  The 
chief  village,  Fusio  (4203  ft.),  is 
charmingly  situated  among  gentle 
slopes,  finely  wooded  with  beeches. 
Several  passes  lead  to  Val  Leven- 
tina.  The  most  frequented  is  the 


Campolungo  Pass  (6  hrs.)  to  Fai’do  or 
Dazio  Grande,  a  rough  mule-path. 
A  steeper  footpath,  starting  from 
the  chalets  of  Corte  higher  up  in 
the  glen  in  which  the  Maggia  rises, 
leads  directly  to  Airolo,  in  5  hrs., 
by  the  Sassello  Pass.  The  traveller 
will  do  well  to  take  a  guide,  as  the 
Airolo  side  is  in  j)arts  very  steep, 
and  the  goatpaths  are  easily  missed. 

There  is  another  and  easier,  but 
longer  rte.,  mounting  to  the  Lago  di 
Naret,  at  the  extreme  head  of  the 
valley,  crossing  the  Passo  di  Naret, 
and  descending  to  Ossasco,  in  Val 
Bedretto,  above  Airolo. 

B.  Locarno  to  Tosa  Falls,  by 
Val  Bavona. 

To  Bignasco  (see  ante). 

Val  Bavona,  which  opens  im¬ 
mediately  opposite  Bignasco,  is  one 
of  the  most  beautiful  of  Alpine 
valleys. 

For  2 1  or  3  hrs.  from  Bignasco  to 
San  Carlo  it  is  a  trench  between 
granite  ranges.  Owing  to  its  depth, 
the  sternness  of  the  rock  scenery  is 
relieved  by  the  utmost  richness  in 
the  vegetation.  The  huge  boulders 
fallen  from  the  impending  preci¬ 
pices  are  half  smothered  in  chestnut 
woods,  and  picturesque  cottages, 
shaded  by  vines,  peep  out  from  the 
confusion  of  rock  and  wood.  A  fine 
waterfall  issues  from  the  Val  Cal- 
neggia  (through  which  the  Cazoli 
Pass  leads  to  Val  Formazza)  to 
the  W.  near  Foroglio  ;  |  hr.  fur¬ 
ther  is  the  highest  hamlet,  San 
Carlo.  [The  Val  Antabbia,  a  steep 
glen,  ofi^ering  the  most  direct  ap¬ 
proach  to  the  Basodino,  and  leading 
by  the  Tamier  Pass  to  Tosa  Falls 
(see  Kte.  62 \  here  opens  on  the  left.] 

The  stream  from  the  large  glacier 
lying  on  the  E.  flank  of  the  Baso¬ 
dino  issues  from  a  narrow  glen,  the 
entrance  to  which  is  attained  by  a 
steep  ascent  through  beech  woods. 
Higher  up  the  streams  tumble  from 
all  sides  in  fine  waterfalls,  to  unite 
in  an  Alpine  pastui'age.  Et.  a  track 
crosses  into  Val  Peccia  ;  due  N.  the 
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Cristallina  Pass  leads  to  Val  Be- 
dretto.  The  traveller  bound  for  Tosa 
Falls  turns  to  the  1.  and  ascends  in 
steep  zigzags  to  the  Robiei  Alp,  a 
group  of  chalets,  sometimes  used  as 
sleeping-quarters  by  those  who  as¬ 
cend  the  Basodino,  whose  snowy 
crest  is  a  beautiful  object,  A  gentle 
ascent,  skirting  the  extensive  and 
finely  crevassed  Cavergno  Glacier, 
leads  to  the  Bocchetta  cli  Val  Maggia 
'8708  ft.),  whence  a  short  rough 
descent  brings  the  traveller  on  to 
the  track  of  the  San  Giacomo  Pass. 
It  is  a  long  day  of  ii  to  12  hrs.’ 
walking  from  Bignasco  to  the  Inn 
at  Tosa  Falls  by  this  rte.,  and  the 
traverse  across  the  Basodino  (see 
below)  is  in  every  way  to  be  pre¬ 
ferred,  In  the  opposite  direction 
less  time  and  toil  are  required. 

[From  the  Robiei  Alp,  or  better 
from  the  Zotto  Alp  to  the  S.W,,  a 
fair  climber,  provided  with  a  rope, 
will  find  a  higher,  but  more  direct 
and  interesting  rte.  by  mounting 
the  glacier,  and  then  steep  snow 
and  broken  rocks  to  the  summit 
of  the  Basodino  (3|-4hrs.,  10,749 
ft.).  The  descent  (2-2I  hrs).  to 
Tosa  Falls  is  short  and  easy,  but 
steep.  The  traveller  must  keep 
slightly  to  the  rt.,  and  not  follow  the 
stream,  which  joins  the  Tosa  below 
the  falls,  but  pass  the  Ghigel  huts.] 

C.  Locarno  to  Paido.  Val 
Verzasca. 

A  good  carriage-road  from  Gor- 
dola  to  Sonogno,  18  m. 

Gordola  (stat.)  is  3  m.  from  Lo¬ 
carno  by  road.  Here  the  road  to 
Val  Verzasca  turns  off.  Unlike  the 
neighbouring  valley,  it  is  the  lower 
portion  of  Val  Verzasca  which  is 
most  remarkable.  For  9  m.  be¬ 
tween  Lavertezzo  and  the  lake  it  is 
a  continuous  defile,  offering  a  suc¬ 
cession  of  charming  landscaj)es. 
The  road  which  penetrates  it  is  a 
masterpiece  of  engineering  art,  cut 
out  of  the  steep  eastern  hill-sides, 
and  carried  over  lateral  torrents  on 
lofty  arches.  Many  villages,  joined 
by  terrace  paths,  lie  high  on  the  op¬ 


posite  (W.)  side  of  the  valley.  The 
track  connecting  them  with  Locarno 
climbs  to  a  great  height  on  the  spurs 
overlooking  the  lake. 

Lavertezzo  (10  m.  '  is  the  prin- 
cijml  hamlet  of  Val  Verzasca.  Its 
inhabitants  formerly  bore  a  bad 
character,  and  are  spoken  of  by  a 
i6th  cent,  writer  as  homines  syl- 
vestres  sparsim  ferarum  ritu  degentes. 
Up  to  recent  times  they  had  a 
reputation  for  being  too  ready 
with  their  knives  ;  but  no  strange i’ 
is  known  to  have  suffered  at  their 
hands. 

[From  Lavertezzo  to  Locarno  by 
the  paths  on  the  W.  side  of  the 
valley  is  a  4  hrs.’  walk.  The  track 
is  at  first  a  mere  footpath,  steep  and 
difficult  to  find,  but  from  Mergo- 
scia  a  very  narrow  char-road,  com¬ 
manding  glorious  views  of  the  hea<l 
of  Lago  Maggiore,  descends  to  Lo¬ 
carno.  J 

Above  Lavertezzo  the  road  and 
stream  join.  The  water  rests  in 
smooth  white  rock  basins,  which 
show  off  to  the  utmost  advantage  its 
almost  incredible  peacock  hues.  A 
steep  step  in  the  valley  where  the 
stream  falls  in  fine  cascades  brings 
the  traveller  to  Brione  at  the  en¬ 
trance  of  Val  Ossola,  through  which 
an  interesting  pass  leads  to  Bi¬ 
gnasco.  The  carriage-road  continues 
up  the  N.  branch  of  the  valley  for  5 
m.  further  to  Sonogno  (2982  ft.),  a 
village  of  rough  stone  huts.  Here 
2  glens  unite  ;  through  the  north¬ 
ern  Val  Vigornesso  the  high  Passo  dl 
Barone  and  the  lower  and  easier 
Passo  del  Laghetto  lead  by  Val  Chi- 
ronico  to  Faido.  Through  the  west¬ 
ern,  Val  Redorta,  there  is  a  steep  pass 
to  Val  di  Prato  (see  ante)  and  Val 
Maggia. 

D.  Val  Onsernone. 

This  valley  equals,  if  it  does  not 
surpass  in  beauty,  its  neighbours  in 
its  lower  portion.  The  upper  glens 
are  comparatively  unattractive.  Di¬ 
ligence  twice  daily  in  5  hrs.  to 
Comologno  (i6|  m.).  At  Cavi- 
gliano  (4j  m.)  the  road,  leaving  In- 
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tragna  on  tlie  1.,  climbs  steej)ly 
through  broken  crags  and  birch - 
woods,  commanding  lovely  views, 
looking  back,  of  the  lieadofLagoMag- 
giore.  It  then  enters  at  a  great 
height  above  the  torrent  the  splen¬ 
did  gorge  of  the  Isorno,  and  runs  in 
a  terrace  amongst  precipices  and 
noble  chestnuts  to  the  vine-embow¬ 
ered  hamlet  of  Auressio.  Loco  is 
seen  opposite,  but  a  long  zigzag 
round  a  lateral  ravine  has  to  be 
passed  to  reach  it. 

Loco  (8|  m.)  is  a  flourishing  vil¬ 
lage  exquisitely  situated  on  a  sunny 
hill-side,  above  a  bend  in  the 
valley. 

[There  is  a  beautiful  footpath  from 
Loco  to  Intragna  on  the  rt.  bank  of 
the  Isorno.] 

The  road  now  runs  at  a  level 
among  fields  and  hamlets  still  high 
above  the  river  for  3|  m.  to 

Russo,  the  chief  place  in  the  val¬ 
ley,  which  may  well  be  made  the 
limit  of  an  excursion  from  Locarno. 
While  the  horses  rest,  travellers 
should  walk  on  to  the  Tre  Ponti, 
where  the  roads  from  the  two  heads 
of  Val  Onsernone  meet. 

The  one  (N.W.)  ends  at  Verge- 
letto  beyond  Loco,  the  other  (W. )  at 
Comologno  (3504  ft.),  4I  m.,  and 
Spruga,  6  m.,  above  Eusso.  Beyond 
Spruga  in  a  deep  glen  lie,  in  Italian 
territory,  the  (burnt)  Baths  of 
Craveggia,  a  rough  country  bath¬ 
ing  establishment,  and  numerous 
tracks  lead  over  the  hills  to  the 
villages  of  Val  Vigezzo. 

Comologno  is  connected  with  V. 
di  Campo  (A,  above)  by  an  easy 
but  dull  jtass,  P.  di  Porcareccio. 

E.  Domo  d’Ossola  to  Locarno 
by  Val  Vigezzo. 

From  Domo  to  Locarno  the  dis¬ 
tance  is  about  30  m.  There  is  a  good 
carriage-road  up  Val  Vigezzo  to  the 
l^ilgrimage  shrine  of  Ee,  which  will 
probably  be  ultimately  carried  to 
Locarno.  Val  Vigezzo  opens  into  Val 
d’Ossola  about  \  m.  above  Domo. 
The  traveller  crosses  the  Tosa  in  a 


ferry,  and  shortly  begins  to  ascend 
through  a  picturesque  defile.  The 
upper  valley,  open  and  sunny,  con¬ 
tains  many  handsome  villas  belong¬ 
ing  to  natives,  who  have  returned 
to  end  their  days  amid  the  scenes  of 
their  youth,  after  having  made  for¬ 
tunes  in  business.  The  snows  of 
Monte  Eosa  shine  in  the  distance. 
The  watershed  between  the  streams 
flowing  to  the  Tosa  and  the  lake  is 
not  a  well-defined  col,  but  a  table¬ 
land,  on  which  is  situated  the  prin¬ 
cipal  village, 

II  m.  Sta.  Maria  Maggiore 
(2710  ft.),  nearly  3  hrs.  in  a  char 
up-hill  from  Domo.  i^  m.  further 
is  Malesco,  another  large  village, 
and  2  m.  beyond,  at  the  15th  cent, 
pilgrimage  shrine  of  Rd,  the  road 
ends.  I  hr.  further,  beyond  Olgia, 
the  Swiss  frontier  is  crossed,  and 
the  traveller  passes  from  Val  Vi¬ 
gezzo  to  Val  Centovalli.  It  is  a 
walk  of  about  3^  hrs.,  by  a  beautiful 
but  circuitous  and  rough  path  from 
Ee  to 

Intragna,  beautifully  situated. 
Here  a  carriage-road  begins.  This 
village  is  the  original  home  of  the 
Grambetta  family,  many  of  whom  still 
reside  here.  The  grandfather  of 
Leon  Gambetta  emigrated  to  Genoa. 
The  trade  usually  adopted  by  the 
emigrant  villagers  is  that  of 
chimney  -  sweeping.  The  Melezzo 
torrent  here  joins  that  from  the 
Val  Onsernone,  and  about  2  m.  fur¬ 
ther  the  joint  stream  unites  with 
the  Maggia  at  the  Ponte  Brolla, 
3  m.  from 

Locarno  (see  Ete.  112). 

F.  Domo  d’Ossola  to  Cannobio 
by  Val  Cannobina. 

From  Malesco  a  carriage-road  has 
been  constructed  over  a  low  pass  to 
Finero,  a  hamlet  in  an  upland  basin 
at  the  head  of  Val  Cannobina.  A 
short  distance  beyond,  the  road 
avoids  a  long  circuit  by  a  bold  tun¬ 
nel,  and  runs  on  a  terrace  above  a 
deep  ravine  to  the  hamlet  of  Orasso. 
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Here  it  descends  by  steep  zigzags  to 
the  stream.  From  this  j^oint  to  the 
lake  the  road  penetrates  a  series  of 
romantic  and  richly-wooded  defiles, 
finally  emerging  at  La  Salute,  a 
large  bathing  establishment,  in  a 
cool  situation,  with  a  fine  view  of 
the  head  of  the  lake.  A  mile  fur¬ 
ther  is  Cannobio  (Rte.  112). 

From  Malesco  it  is  about  16  m. 
(5-6  hrs.’  drive)  to  Cannobio  by 
road  k 

The  whole  drive  is  most  beauti¬ 
ful,  and  much  to  be  preferred  to  the 
high  road  to  Baveno  as  an  approach 
to  Lago  Maggiore  from  this  side. 


ROUTE  114. 

BELLINZONA  TO  LUGANO  AND 

COMO,  BY  EOAD.  MONTE  GENE- 

ROSO. 

Miles. 

19I  ....  Lugano 

19  ....  Como 

Although  the  St,  Gotthard  Rly. 
from  Bellinzona  to  Como  i^Rte.  34  a) 
is  now  open  throughout,  a  notice  of 
this  road  is  retained.  Its  scenery  is 
very  beautiful,  and  ought  not  to  be 
missed  or  hurried  through. 

On  quitting  Bellinzona  by  the 
Lugano  gate,  the  dry  bed  of  a  tor¬ 
rent  called  Dragonata  is  passed.  As 
its  name  would  imply,  it  is  at  times 
a  scourge  ;  it  carried  off  in  1768  the 
Franciscan  convent  outside  the 
town,  and  threatens  similar  injury. 

There  are  many  country-houses 
on  the  outskirts,  and  high  upon  the 
hills  buildings,  now  deserted,  to 
which  in  ancient  times  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  Bellinzona  used  to  resort 
for  safety  when  the  plague  was 
raging. 

The  road  turns  out  of  the  valley 
of  the  Ticino  at  Cadenazzo,  4^  m. 

1  For  further  particulars  as  to  Locarno  and 
its  neighbourhood,  see  J.Hardineyer’s  Locarno 
et  SI’S  V allies  Orelli,  Zuricli,  and  Bazetta  et 
Brusoni’s  Guide  de  I’Ossola. 


below  Bellinzona,  and  begins  to 
ascend  the  Monte  Ceneri,  a  steep 
mountain,  whose  sides,  shaded  with 
walnut  and  chestnut  woods,  are 
scaled  by  numerous  zigzags,  com¬ 
manding  exquisite  views  of  the 
valley  of  the  Ticino  and  head  of 
Lago  Maggiore.  The  top  of  the  pass 
(^1814  ft,,  8|  m.),  is  reached  in  about 
2  hrs.  from  Bellinzona.  (Cheval  de 
renfort  to  Caserma, )  From  midway 
up  the  ascent  a  fine  view  is 
obtained  over  the  N.  extremity  of 
the  Lago  Maggiore.  At  Rivera  the 
road  falls  in  with  the  river  Agno, 
which  rises  about  12  m,  to  the  E., 
at  the  foot  of  Monte  Ca^noghe,  7303  ft., 
(sometimes  ascended  for  its  fine 
view — it  can  be  taken  in  a  long 
day  by  a  pedestrian  on  his  way  from 
Bellinzona  to  Lugano  or  Porlezza), 
and  follows  it  through  Bironico  to 
Lamone  ;  here  the  road  turns  1,, 
and  again  ascends  a  slight  eminence, 
whence  an  interesting  prospect  opens 
out  on  the  opposite  descent  towards 
Lugano,  In  front  expands  its 
beautiful  lake,  backed  by  moun¬ 
tains  ;  and,  on  the  rt,,  is  Monte 
Salvatore,  with  the  chapel  on  its 
conical  summit. 

Lugano. — (See  Rte.  115.) 

At  Melide  a  promontory  projects 
into  the  lake,  from  the  point  of 
which  a  stone  causeway,  2400  ft. 
long,  connected  with  either  shore  by 
a  stone  bridge,  has  been  thrown 
across  to  Bissone,  It  cost  more 
than  a  million  francs.  Melide  is 
the  birthplace  of  Fontana,  the 
architect,  who,  in  1586,  moved  the 
Egyptian  obelisk  from  the  Coliseum 
at  Rome  to  the  square  in  front  of 
the  Vatican. 

Maroggia.  Roads  hence  to 
Rovio,  Arogno,  and  Lanzo  clTntelvi, 
and  up  M.  Generoso  (see  Rte.  34A 
and  below). 

Capolago, 

Mendrisio  (2872  Inhab.\  a  busy 
little  town,  with  manufactories  of 
jDaper,  silk,  and  hats,  and  a  large 
hospital  for  the  poor.  It  is  supposed 
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to  be  the  cradle  of  the  once  powerful 
Milanese  family  Della  Torre,  or 
Torriani.  The  wine  of  the  country 
is  stored  in  mountain  caves,  which 
form  capital  cellars.  To  the  sulphu¬ 
reous  baths  of  Stabio  is  a  drive  of  20 
min,  [A  very  beautiful  country 
road  leads  over  low  hills,  with 
superb  views  of  Monte  Rosa,  to 
Varese  (about  13  m,).] 

ASCENT  or  MONTE  GENEKOSO. 

Monte  Generoso  is  a  happy 
literary  embellishment.  The  local 
name  of  the  mountain  is  Monte 
Gionnero. 

The  ascent  of  this  mountain  is  an 
almost  indispensable  supplement  to 
a  visit  to  the  Italian  lakes.  Situated 
between  the  Lakes  of  Como,  and 
Lugano,  and  the  Lombard  plain,  it 
commands  not  only  a  fine  mountain 
panorama,  but  a  number  of  pictur¬ 
esque  views  hardly  to  be  equalled 
in  Europe  for  extent,  brilliancy,  and 
splendour. 

The  mountain  is  accessible  from 
many  directions.  It  is  2^  hrs,  on 
foot  from  Mendrisio  to  Dr.  Pasta’s 
Hotel,  and  hr.  more  to  the  top, 
but  the  new  cog  wheel  railway 
(opened  in  1889)  has  for  the 
majority  of  travellers  superseded 
all  other  routes.  It  starts  from 
Capolago  (at  the  S.  end  of  the  lake), 
a  station  on  the  St.  Gotthard  rly, 
I  hr,  from  Lugano  and  10  min.  from 
Mendrisio,  4  trs.  daily  up  in 
hr.,  and  5  down  in  i|  hr.,  all  in 
connection  with  the  steamers  and 
trs.  The  mountain  can  thus  be 
reached  from  Milan  in  3I:  hrs.,  or 
from  Lucerne  in  7^  hrs.  The  line 
passes  through  several  tunnels,  is 
hewn  out  in  the  rock  in  a  very 
striking  manner,  and  commands 
lovely  views  over  the  lake.  The 
train  halts  (25  min.)  at  the  hermitage 
of  S.  Nicholas,  (29  min.)  at  the  point 
called  Bellavista,  close  to  which  is  Dr, 
Pasta’s  hotel,  and  (18  min,  later) 
reaches  the  Vetta  Station,  about  10 
min.  and  164  ft.  below  the  highest 
point. 

The  highest  point  of  Monte  Gene¬ 


roso  is  a  rocky  crest  (5561  ft.), crown¬ 
ing  high,  steep-sided  downs.  The 
view  is  panoramic.  Besides  Lugano, 
small  portions  of  Como  and  Maggiore 
and  the  Lakes  of  Varese,  Comabbio, 
and  Monate  are  in  sight.  The  chain 
of  the  Alps  extends  from  the 
Maritime  Alps  through  the  Grand 
Paradis  to  Monte  Rosa  and  the 
Saasgrat,  These  are  the  absorbing 
objects,  but  to  the  N.  the  ranges  of 
Ticino  are  well  seen,  with  the  Ober- 
land  peaks  rising  with  unexpected 
boldness  in  the  background.  The 
Bregaglia  peaks  and  Disgrazia  are 
conspicuous.  The  Ortler  and  Ada- 
mello  are  hidden  by  the  Berga- 
masque  ranges. 

In  June  the  upper  portion  of 
Monte  Generoso  is  a  garden  of  wild 
flowers.  The  Narcissus  poeticiis  and 
the  peony  scent  or  colour  the  slopes 
round  the  inn,  and  laburnum 
blossoms  festoon  the  track  below  it. 

Amateur  botanists  should  be  cau¬ 
tious  how  they  venture  into  the 
gullies  on  the  Lugano  side  of  the 
peak ;  they  are  very  steep,  and  a 
fall  would  in  many  places  be  fatal. 

From  the  top  there  are  easy  paths, 
leading  to  Lanzo  d’lntelvi  in  3  to 
4  hrs.,  thence  good  char-roads  lead 
through  Val  Intel vi  to  Argegno  on 
the  Lake  of  Como,  or  Osteno  on  the 
E.  arm  of  the  Lake  of  Lugano, 

Dr.  Pasta’s  H. -Pension  clu  Monte 
Generoso  is  a  large,  excellent,  and 
moderate  house  (built  1865-6), 
Eng.  Ch.  S.,  open  from  May  to  Oct., 
and  situated  nearly  4000  ft.  above 
the  sea,  with  a  S.  exposure.  The 
mean  day  temperature  of  the  3 
summer  months  has  been  ascer¬ 
tained  to  be  as  follows  :  June,  56*^ 
Fahrenheit  ;  July,  61°  ;  Aug.,  60°. 
Hence  it  is  an  easy  walk  of 
hr,  to  the  topmost  point  of  the 
mountain.  The  house  stands  above 
the  head  of  the  glen  by  which  the 
traveller  has  mounted,  and  nearly 
on  a  level  with  the  ridge  over¬ 
hanging  the  Lake  of  Lugano.  In 
clear  weather,  the  whole  Lombard 
plain,  bounded  by  the  Apennines, 
is  visible  from  the  terrace  in  front 
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of  the  hotel.  Monte  Viso  cuts 
(‘learly  against  the  W.  horizon,  or 
shines  like  a  jewel  in  the  morning 
light  ;  the  Duoino  of  Milan  shows 
as  a  white  speck  in  the  centre  of 
the  blur  which. marks  the  position 
of  the  city.  Five  minutes’  walk  to 
a  brow  called  Bellavista  (from 
which  the  path  has  been  very 
much  extended  along  the  face  of 
the  cliffs),  N.  of  the  house  reveals 
a  still  more  beautiful  prospect. 
Underfoot  lies  the  still  Lake  of 
Lugano  ;  while  beyond,  seen  over 
miles  of  waving  rich-coloured  crest 


From  Ca.stel  San  Pietro,  a  village 
2  111.  E.  of  Mendrisio,  a  series  of 
steep  but  well-constructed  zigzags 
mount  the  face  of  the  spur  which 
forms  the  W.  boundary  of  Val 
Muggio.  The  crest  once  reached, 
the  road  follows  it,  now  on  one  side, 
now  on  the  other,  commanding 
views  of  the  most  exquisite  beauty, 
and  25assing  near  several  groujis  of 
farmhouses  sheltered  by  noble 
chestnut-groves.  This  sjmr  affords 
a  long  level  walk  and  should  be 
followed  to  its  extreme  brow  liy 
every  visitor,  whether  he  descends 


and  hollow,  tower  the  7  jieaks 
of  Monte  Rosa — a  spectacle  never  to 
be  forgotten.  This  view  should  be 
seen  at  sunrise,  when  the  glow 
is  on  the  mountain,  and  trans¬ 
parent  mists  curl  uji  from  the  lake. 

The  house  is  surrounded  by  beech - 
copses,  and  there  are  many  tolerably 
level  walks  in  its  vicinity.  There 
is  a  second  way  from  Mendrisio  to 
the  Hotel,  i  hr.  longer,  but  likely  to 
supersede  the  j:)resent  mule-path, 
since  it  is  a  good  char-road  to  within 
a  mile  of  the  door  of  the  hotel. 


to  the  i^lain  or  not.  A  third  but 
circuitous  way  from  Mendrisio  or 
Como  is  by  Val  Muggio,  a  long  wind¬ 
ing  dale,  abounding  in  picturesque 
landscapes  and  villages.  There  are 
winding  roads  on  both  sides  of  the 
valley  to  Muggio  (an  agreeable  ex¬ 
cursion  from  Mendrisio),  whence  a 
steej)  path  leads  to  Dr.  Pasta’s  hotel. 

One  of  the  jdeasantest  routes  to 
the  hotel  is  from  the  Maroggia  Stat, 
on  the  Lake  of  Lugano.  Hence  a 
road  mounts  to  the  ujDland  village 
of  Rovio,  beautifully  situated  on  a 
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plateau  covered  with  chestnut- 
wood  and  maize-fields,  [F  rom 
Rovio  a  charming  road  leads  to  the 
neighbouring  village  of  Arogno, 
whence  a  district  carriage-road 
leads  down  to  the  shores  of  the 
lake,  and  a  rough  char-track  to  the  H. 
Belvedere  at  Lanzo  d’lntelvi.  The 
village  of  Lanzo  stands  on  a  high 
open  uj)land  facing  N.E.  The  M, 
della  Disgrazia  is  a  fine  object 
beyond  the  hills  of  Lago  di  Como. 
A  mile  from  the  village,  on  the 
edge  of  the  cliffs  that  overlook  the 
Lake  of  Lugano,  and  2221  ft.  above 
it,  are  the  Hotels  Belvedere  and  Para- 
viso.  They  command  a  noble  view 
over  the  Bay  of  Lugano  to  Monte 
Rosa,  and  are  about  2  hrs,’  drive  from 
Osteno,  3 1  from  Maroggia,  and  3  from 
Argegno,  All  the  approaches  are 
beautiful,]  From  Rovio  a  steep  but 
well-kept  mule-path  climbs  (2  hrs.') 
in  two  flights  of  zigzags,  through 
broken  cliff’s  to  the  shoulder  behind 
Dr.  Pasta’s  hotel.  This  route  is  in 
the  shade  in  the  morning. 

Chiasso.  This  is  the  last  village 
in  Switzerland  ;  soon  afterwards  the 
frontier  is  passed  and  the  road  de¬ 
scends  to 


Como. 

(See  Rte.  116  and  Hand- 

BOOK  FOR 

North  Italy.) 

ROUTE  115. 

BAVENO 

TO  MENAGGIO,  BY  LUINO 

AND  THE  LAKE  OF  LUGANO. 

Miles. 

Baveno 

15  •  • 

Luino  (steamer) 

13  •  • 

Lugano  (carriage,  or 

tramway  and  steamer) 

8  .  . 

Porlezza  (steamer) 

8  .  . 

Menaggio  (carriage  or 

tramway) 

This  is  a  very  beautiful  route. 

combining  in  a  single  excursion  the 
finest  portions  of  the  3  lakes,  Mag- 
giore,  Lugano,  and  Como,  Steam 
tramways  now  run  in  connection 
with  the  boats  from  either  extremity 


of  the  Lake  of  Lugano  to  Luino  and 
Menaggio. 

Travellers  coming  from  Turin  or 
Genoa  may  take  the  steamer  at 
Arena  ;  those  from  the  St.  Gotthard 
may  start  from  Locarno ;  while 
those  who  have  crossed  the  Simplon, 
or  who  arrive  from  the  valleys  of 
Monte  Rosa  and  the  Lake  of  Orta, 
will  make  Baveno  the  point  of  de¬ 
parture.  For  the  voyage  from  any 
of  these  places  to  Luino,  see  Rte.  112. 

Luino,  properly  Luvino,  a  small 
town  of  3540  Inhab.,  on  E,  shore 
of  the  Lago  Maggiore,  the  birth¬ 
place  (about  1470)  of  the  painter 
Bernardino,  called  after  it  Luini. 

Steam  Tramway  to  Ponte  Tresa  |  hr. 
The  track  follows  the  river  through 
a  most  picturesque  wooded  gorge, 
crossed  here  and  there  by  a  bridge. 

The  drive  is  exceedingly  beautiful, 
running  through  a  hilly  but  very 
fertile  and  wonderfully  well-culti¬ 
vated  country.  It  takes  nearly  3 
hrs.  The  road  ascends  directly  the 
steep  hills  behind  Luino,  and  com¬ 
mands  a  fine  prospect  of  the  lake 
and  Monte  Rosa.  It  then  follows 
the  rt.  bank  of  the  Tresa,  upwards, 
at  a  considerable  height  above  that 
river,  through  a  beautiful  valley, 
passing  the  Swiss  frontier  and  Italian 
custom-house  about  3  m.  from  Luino, 

Ponte  Tresa,  a  village  of  440  In¬ 
hab.,  is  named  from  a  stone  bridge 
which  leads  to  the  rt.,  away  from 
our  road,  across  the  river  into  Lom¬ 
bardy.  [A  pretty  country-road  leads 
hence  in  2^-3  hrs.  over  a  high 
ridge  and  through  the  fertile  valley 
of  Cuvio  to  Laveno,  on  the  Lago 
Maggiore.]  The  village  is  prettily 
situated  on  a  bay  of  the  Lago  Lu¬ 
gano,  so  completely  land-locked  as 
to  seem  a  distinct  lake. 

The  steamer  to  Lugano  (i|  hr.), 
issuing  from  the  land-locked  bay 
of  Ponte  Tresa,  steers  nearly  S., 
passing  the  villages  of  Figino  and 
Brusimpiano,  and  gaining  constant 
views  of  Monte  San  Salvatore,  to 

Porto  Ceresio,  (Here  omnibuses 
for  Varese,  i|  hr.,  are  in  waiting.) 
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The  boat  now  turns  up  a  new 
reach  of  the  lake  between  the  San 
Salvatore  and  Campione.  The  cliffs 
of  Monte  Generoso  rise  in  front. 
After  passing  Morcote,  most  pictur¬ 
esquely  placed  on  a  headland,  the 
Capo  Lago  bay  opens  out,  and  then 
the  steamer  passes  through  the 
bridge  of  Melide,  and  Lugano  comes 
in  view,  spreading  crescent-wise 
along  the  shores  of  its  bay,  and 
backed  by  mountains  of  beautiful 
form  and  rich  colouring. 

[By  road.  Another  of  the  winding 
reaches  of  the  lake  stretches  N. 
about  I  m.  on  E.  of  the  road,  as  far  as 

Agno,  a  village  of  807  Inhab.,  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Agno,  or  Bedagio. 
A  steep  ascent  is  then  made  to 
Muzzano,  where  the  village  and 
little  lake  of  that  name  present  a 
very  pretty  scene. 

The  town  and  Lake  of  Lugano  are 
soon  afterwards  seen  below,  and  a 
descent  by  steep  zigzags  leads  to 
Lugano.] 

Lugano  (on  the  St.  Gotthard 
Ely. ),  Germ.  Lauis,  one  of  the  princi- 
23al  towns  of  the  Canton  Tessin,  and 
the  largest,  most  thriving  in  trade, 
and  most  extending  in  population, 
contains  7169  Inhab.,  and  is  charm¬ 
ingly  situated  on  the  margin  of  its 
lake,  at  a  height  of  902  ft.  above  the 
sea.  The  hills  and  mountains 
abound  in  all  the  productions  of  the 
luxuriant  vegetation  of  Italy  ;  and 
numerous  villas  are  scattered  along 
their  slopes,  embowered  among 
vineyards  and  gardens,  and  backed 
by  the  foliage  of  the  umbrageous 
walnut.  It  is  well  suited  for  a  win¬ 
tering-place,  by  reason  of  the  mild¬ 
ness  of  its  climate,  as  shown  by  south¬ 
ern  flowers  which  flourish  there. 

The  Ch.  of  San  Lorenzo  is 
planted  on  an  eminence,  command¬ 
ing  a  fine  view  (below  the  rly.  stat.k 
The  fabric  is  older  than  the  15th 
cent.,  and  traces  of  the  original 
building  are  to  be  seen  in  the  cleres¬ 
tory,  outside.  The  fapade  is  richly 
adorned  with  sculptures  (dated 
1517).  It  has  been  a  collegiate  ch. 


—  LUGANO.  451 

of  secular  canons  since  the  nth 
cent.,  and  in  1888  was  raised  by  the 
pope  to  the  rank  of  a  cathedral  ch. 
The  see  of  Lugano  is  for  the  present 
held  by  the  bishoj)  of  Basel,  and  an 
Administrator  AjDOstolic  resides  at 
Lugano.  Thus  a  vexed  question  of 
long  standing  has  been  arranged,  the 
Swiss  bits  (i.  e.  the  Canton  of  Ticino 
of  the  dioceses  of  Milan  and  Como, 
now  forming  the  purely  Swiss  dio¬ 
cese  of  Lugano. 

Close  to  the  H.  du  Parc  (from 
1525-1848  a  convent  of  Zoccolanti 
or  strict  Franciscans),  is  the  Fran¬ 
ciscan  Ch.  of  Santa  Maria  degli 
Angeli,  founded  in  1499,  containing 
remarkable  paintings  in  fresco  by 
Bernardino  Luini  ;  particularly  a 
Crucifixion  of  large  size  covering  the 
wall  which  divides  the  choir  from 
the  nave  of  the  ch.  It  is  one  of  the 
finest  works  of  the  Lombard  school. 
Below  are  figures,  life-size,  of  St. 
Sebastian  and  St.  Eoch  (?  a  portrait 
of  Luini).  A  Madonna  with  the  2 
children,  in  fresco,  removed  to  a 
side-chapel  on  the  rt.,  is  a  work  of 
great  beauty  and  refinement.  The 
Last  Supper  is  in  3  comj)artments. 
These  paintings  were  almost  the  last 
works  of  Luini,  who  jaxinted  these 
frescoes  1529-1530,  when  driven 
from  Milan  by  the  wars.  Bishop 
Lachat,  of  Basel,  late  A^xostolic  Ad¬ 
ministrator  of  Ticino,  to  whose  ad¬ 
vocacy  of  Papal  Infallibility  the 
origin  of  the  sect  of  the  Old  Catholics 
in  Switzerland  is  due,  was  buried 
in  this  ch.,  1886,  by  his  own  special 
desire.  Of  all  the  numerous  con¬ 
vents,  those  of  the  Capuchin  Friars 
(transferred  here  in  1650  from  So- 
renzo,  where  it  had  been  founded  in 
1566)  and  nuns  (1747')  alone  survive. 

The  Griardino  Gabrini,  on  the 
margin  of  the  lake,  contains  a  statue 
( over-praised  h  La  Desolazione,  by 
the  sculptor  Vincenzo  Vela,  a  native 
of  Lugano,  who  modelled  the  statue 
of  William  Tell  on  the  fountain  before 
the  H.  du  Parc.  The  Belvedere  of 
the  Villa  Enderlin,  on  tlie  summit  of 
the  hill,  commands  a  beautiful  view. 

Like  Locarno,  Lugano  was  taken 
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by  the  Swiss  in  1512,  and  ruled  as  a 
subject  district  till  1798,  and  in 
1803  it  became  part  of  the  new  Can¬ 
ton  of  Ticino.  Till  recently  it  shared 
with  Bellinzona  and  Locarno  the 
jDrivilege  of  being  the  cantonal 
capital  for  alternate  periods  of  6 
years,  but  quite  lately  Bellinzona 
has  been  made  the  sole  capital.  At 
Lugano  are  considerable  factories 
for  throwing  silk  grown  in  Canton 
Tessin  ;  and  Lugano  further  derives 
activity  and  prosperity  from  being 
the  entrepot  of  goods  shipped  across 
the  lake  from  Italy,  to  be  trans¬ 
ported  over  the  Alps,  and  vice  versa. 
A  large  fair  is  held  here  on  the  9th 
October,  but  the  St.  Gotthard  Rly.  has 
greatly  diminished  its  importance. 

Monte  Caprino,  the  mountain 
opposite  Lugano,  is  penetrated  by 
grottoes  which  have  been  converted 
into  cellars,  called  Cantine.  Numer¬ 
ous  small  houses  for  the  sale  of  the 
wine  are  built  over  them  ;  so  that 
at  a  distance  they  have  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  a  village.  They  are  much 
resorted  to  in  summer  by  the  towns- 
l^eople  on  account  of  their  coolness, 
but  are  not  worth  visiting. 

Excursions. — a.  Ascent  of  Moyite 
Generoso  (Rte.  114).  Those  who  do 
not  ascend  the  mountain  to  Dr. 
Pasta’s,  may  take  a  beautiful  drive 
l)y  the  villages  under  its  W.  cliffs  ; 
B.ovio  (^a  good  Pension)  and  Arogno. 

h.  Ascent  of  Monte  San  Salvatore, 
the  summit  of  which  (2982  ft.)  can 
now  be  reached  in  |  hr.  from  Lu¬ 
gano  l>y  the  new  funicular  railway. 
Many  trains  daily,  stations  at  the 
Paradise  suburb  and  at  Pazzallo.  It 
is  proposed  to  build  a  large  Inn  on 
the  summit,  now  crowned  by  a  pil¬ 
grimage  chapel.  The  sweet-scented 
jmrple  cyclamen  covers  the  hill-side 
in  the  spring  ;  in  the  autumn  the 
Daphne  Cneorum.  Wooded  nearly  to 
the  top,  this  mountain  forms  a  pro¬ 
montory,  washed  on  two  sides  by 
the  L.  of  Lugano.  The  view  extends 
over  the  different  arms  of  the  lake, 
and  is  bounded  by  the  snowy  AIjds. 
The  distant  prospect  cannot  be  com¬ 


pared  with  those  from  the  Mottarone 
and  Generoso,  as  it  is  limited  in 
many  directions  by  intervening 
mountains  ;  but  the  view  of  the 
Monte  Rosa  chain,  and  the  glimpses 
of  more  distant  snowy  peaks 
heighten  the  effect  of  the  beautiful 
scenery  near  at  hand.  Travellers 
should  not  leave  the  path  ;  the  sides 
of  the  mountain  are  precipitous. 

‘  Monte  San  Salvatore  stands  amid 
the  intricacies  of  the  Lake  of  Lu¬ 
gano,  and  is,  from  a  hundred  points 
of  view,  its  princij)al  ornament — 
rising  to  a  height  of  2000  ft.  above 
the  town,  and,  on  one  side,  nearly 
perpendicular.  The  ascent  is  toil¬ 
some,  but  the  traveller  who  per¬ 
forms  it  will  be  amply  rewarded. 
Splendid  fertility,  rich  woods,  and 
dazzling  waters,  seclusion  and  con¬ 
finement  of  view  contrasted  with 
sealike  extent  of  plain,  fading  into 
the  sky — and  this  again,  in  an  oppo¬ 
site  quarter,  with  an  horizon  of  the 
loftiest  and  boldest  Alps  — unite  in 
composing  a  prospect  more  diversi¬ 
fied  by  magnificence,  beauty,  and 
sublimity  than  perhaps  any  other 
point  in  Europe,  of  so  inconsiderable 
an  elevation,  commands.’ — Words- 
worth. 

The  road  to  Como  exhibits  a  phe¬ 
nomenon  highly  interesting  to  the 
geologist.  About  10  minutes’  walk 
beyond  the  promontory  and  ruin  of 
the  chapel  of  San  Martino  a  compact, 
smoke-grey  limestone  appears  by  the 
roadside,  in  beds  about  a  foot  thick. 
As  we  advance,  we  find  the  lime¬ 
stone  traversed  by  small  veins,  lined 
with  rhombs  of  dolomite  ;  and  far¬ 
ther  on,  these  veins  become  fissures, 
the  stratification  ceases  to  be  dis¬ 
tinct,  and,  where  the  mountain  is 
perpendicular,  its  face  is  formed  en¬ 
tirely  of  dolomite.  This  becomes 
gradually  purer  and  more  white, 
towards  Melide,  where  it  is  suc¬ 
ceeded  by  a  dark  augite  porphyry. 
The  geologist  Von  Buch  considered 
that  the  gas  discharged  from  this 
latter  igneous  rock,  at  the  time 
when  the  mountain  was  upheaved 
by  volcanic  forces,  penetrated  the 
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limestone  through  fissures,  and  con¬ 
verted  it  into  dolomite.  The  change 
in  colour  and  substance,  from  a  grey 
limestone  to  a  white  crystalline 
marble,  like  loaf-sugar,  may  be 
easily  traced  by  the  roadside. 

c.  A  drive  round  Monte  Salvatore  by 
Figino,  Morcote  and  Melide  in  2^ 
hrs.  The  road  goes  by  Pambio, 
where,  in  front  of  the  ch.  is  a  statue 
by  Vela  in  memory  of  a  young  rifie- 
volunteer,  Francesco  Carloni,  who 
fell  at  Somma  Campagna,  July  24, 
1848,  On  the  hill  to  the  rt.  is  the 
village  of  Gentilino  and  monastery  of 
S.  Abbondio.  The  road  leads  down  a 
rich  valley  to  the  Agno  arm  of  the 
lake  at  Figino.  Morcote  stands  at  the 
point  of  the  promontory.  The  ch. 
and  appendant  buildings  form  a 
striking  group  high  above  the  town, 
and  are  reached  by  300  steps,  with 
a  statue  to  their  builder,  a  local 
benefactor,  in  a  niche  at  the  bottom. 
The  ch,  has  a  stately  campanile, 
from  which  the  view  of  the  wind¬ 
ings  of  the  lake  is  of  uncommon 
beauty.  Six  houses  of  Morcote  sank 
into  the  lake  Sept.  10,  1862.  Thence 
the  road  leads  to  Melide, 

d.  Another  charming  drive  is  un¬ 
der  the  N.  and  W.  slopes  of  S.  Sal¬ 
vatore  by  Carabbia  and  Ciona  to  Ca- 
rona.  The  views  are  of  singular 
richness  and  beauty,  especially 
when  the  Monte  Rosa  range  is 
visible.  About  i|  m.  from  Carona, 
tlirough  park -like  scenery  and  chest¬ 
nut-woods,  is  the  Ch.  of  Madonna  d’On- 
gero,  commanding  a  glorious  view. 
A  wood-path  leads  down  to  Torello, 
a  suppressed  monastery  with  a  late 
12th  cent.  Romanesque  and  Tran¬ 
sition  ch.  Figino  and  the  high  road 
lie  1 1  m.  below. 

e.  Ascent  of  Monte  Bre  and  Monte 
Boglia.  Directly  facing  Lugano,  on 
the  R.  shore  of  the  lake,  is  Casta- 
gnola,  with  a  conspicuous  white  ch. 
tower,  and  above  it  rises  Monte  Bre 
(3058  ft.),  easily  ascended  from  that 
point  to  which  a  boat  may  be  taken. 
The  path  to  the  top  passes  the  vil¬ 
lage  of  Bre,  The  descent  can  be 
made  N.  by  Pazzalino  ;  or  the  excur- 

[Svhtz.  II.] 


sion  can  be  prolonged  to  Mcmte  Boglia, 
4961  ft.  above  the  sea,  and  with  a 
view  little  inferior  to  that  from  the 
Generoso.  A  path  leads  thence  to 
Oria,  on  the  N.  shore  of  the  Porlezza 
branch  of  the  lake,  where  the 
steamer  for  Lugano  may  be  caught. 

/.  A  boat  excursion  may  be  made 
to  Candida,  a  little  beyond  Casta- 
gnola,  walking  back  by  the  cliff- 
path.  The  cactus.  Aloe  {Agave 
americana),  Sweet-scented  Bay,  and 
other  plants  of  a  warm  climate,  give 
the  vegetation  a  thoroughly  southern 
character.  The  Pteris  Cretica  is 
found  growing  in  the  crevices  of  the 
rocks.  To  go  and  return,  2|  hrs. 

g.  A  little  beyond  Gandria  is  Oria, 
where  the  steamer  stops.  Thence 
walk,  or  take  a  boat  to  8.  Mamette, 
and  walk  up  the  ravine  of  the  Val 
Solda  to  Brano,  where  there  is  a  fine 
waterfall,  and  to  Puria  ;  descend 
and  cross  the  ravine  to  Castello, 
perched  on  a  summit,  and  return  to 
Oria  for  the  second  steamer.  From 
Gastello,  Monte  Boglia  (see  e  above) 
may  be  ascended. 

h.  On  the  S.  shore  of  the  lake  is 
Osteno,  where  the  steamer  stops. 
Here  a  singular  ravine  or  Orrido  (the 
local  word  for  a  gorge),  accessible 
only  by  boat,  well  deserves  a  visit. 
It  is  the  gorge  of  Pfaffers  on  a  small 
scale.  There  are  also  some  stalactite 
caverns.  Argegno,  on  the  lake  of 
Como,  may  be  reached  by  a  very  in¬ 
teresting  route  of  II  m.  by  8.  Fedele 
and  Castiglione  in  Val  d’lntelvi.  On  the 
hill  2  hrs.  above  Osteno,  near  Lanzo  d’ 
Intel vi,  is  the  H.  Belvedere  (good\ 
and  another,  the  Paraviso,  beauti¬ 
fully  situated,  and  accessible  by  a 
char-road  from  Osteno  or  Maroggia. 
A  path  connects  them  with  Dr. 
Pasta’s  Hotel  on  Monte  Generoso 
(see  Rte.  114). 

i.  Drive  N,  up  the  valley  of  the 
Cassarate  to  the  convent  of  Bigorio, 
which  crowns  a  hill,  20  min.  walk 
beyond  the  village  of  Sala,  9  m.  from 
Lugano.  The  views  and  the  Capu¬ 
chin  Convent  (founded  1535)  in¬ 
teresting.  Its  ch.  contains  a  picture 
ascribed  to  Perino  della  Vaga,  and 
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to  Liiini,  but  now  considered  to  be 
by  an  unknown  Flemish  artist  of 
the  School  of  Luini.  You  may  re¬ 
turn  on  foot  along  the  heights  by  the 
village  and  chapel  of  S.  Bernardo, 
and  the  villages  of  Camano  and  Porza  ; 
or  by  carriage  by  the  Lake  of  Origlio, 
and  the  villages  Gureglia,  Vezia,  and 
Massagno. 

Near  the  Lake  of  Origlio  and  |  hr’s, 
walk  from  Bigorio  or  about  hr’s. 
drive  from  Lugano  past  Tesserete  is 
the  village  of  Ponte  Capriasca  in 
the  ch.  of  which  is  a  remarkable  fresco 
of  the  Last  Supper,  so  closely  re¬ 
sembling  (apart  from  certain  details) 
the  famous  i:)icture  of  Leonardo  da 
Vinci  at  Milan  that  it  has  been  held 
by  high  authorities  to  be  a  replica  of 
it  V)y  a  contemporary  and  possibly  a 
pupil.  It  is  in  much  better  preser¬ 
vation  than  the  original,  and  if  re¬ 
stored  at  all  has  been  much  more 
carefully  treated.  The  light  is  best 
between  ii  a.m.  and  i  p.m. 

The  Lago  di  Lugano  (called  also 
Ceresio)  is  exceedingly  irregular  in 
shape  making  several  very  acute 
bends  ;  its  greatest  length  is  21 1  m., 
and  it  is  about  2  m.  broad  at  its 
widest  part,  and  918  ft.  deep,  while 
it  covers  an  area  of  ig^  sq.m., and  lies 
at  a  height  of  889  ft.  Its  E.  and 
W.,  and  one  of  its  S.  arms,  termin¬ 
ate  in  Italian  territory. 

The  scenery  is  surpassingly  beau¬ 
tiful,  and  has  a  character  distinct 
from  that  of  Como  and  Maggiore  in 
being  more  rugged  and  unculti¬ 
vated.  It  at  the  same  time  presents 
great  variety ;  near  Lugano  the 
shores  of  the  lake  are  as  smiling,  as 
frequently  speckled  with  white  villas 
and  chs.,  and  as  richly  fringed  with 
vines,  fig-trees,  and  walnut-groves, 
as  the  more  garden-like  borders  of 
the  Lago  di  Como  ;  but,  in  penetrat¬ 
ing  its  E.  bay  to  Porlezza,  the  moun¬ 
tains  assume  a  wild  and  precijoitous 
outline,  and  the  darker  tints  of  the 
rock  and  oak  copse  furnish  the  pre¬ 
dominating  colour. 

Steamers  from  Lugano  to  Porlezza 
(rather  over  i  hr.  )  thence  Steam  Tram- 
loay^  in  correspondence,  to  Menaggio 


in  about  i  hr.  more.  Those  who 
wish  to  enjoy  the  scenery  at  their 
leisure  will  prefer  a  row-boat. 

Porlezza.  Here  is  the  Italian 
custom-house.  The  examination  of 
luggage  is  generally  slight. 

The  road  to  Menaggio  is  one  of  the 
most  beautiful  in  this  lovely  region. 
Passing  on  the  rt.  the  little  Lake  of 
Piano,  it  ascends  to  a  considerable 
height,  whence  there  is  a  glorious 
view  over  the  Lake  of  Como,  and 
then  descends  by  steep  zigzags  to 

Menaggio,  a  village  of  1492 
Inhab.,  beautifully  placed  on  the  W. 
shore  of  the  Lake  of  Como.  Those 
who  are  going  to  Bellagio  may  wait 
for  the  steamer,  but  had  much  better 
take  a  row-boat.  A  carriage-road  has 
been  carried  on  to  Cadenabbia  (  Rte. 
1161. 

Near  by  is  the  handsome  Villa 
Vigoni,  built  by  the  Frankfort  banker 
Mylius,  with  some  good  modern 
statues,  and  a  mausoleum,  with 
sculptures  by  Thorwaldsen. 

The  pedestrian,  with  a  guide,  may 
reach  Cadenabbia  or  La  Majolica 
without  descending  by  the  carriage- 
road  to  Menaggio.  The  path  is 
rough,  but  the  scenery  beautiful. 


ROUTE  116. 

CHIAVENNA  TO  COLICO  AND  COMO. 

- LAKE  OF  COMO. 

RAIL  AND  STEAMER. 

The  high-road  connecting  the 
Spliigen  pass,  with  Milan  runs 
through  the  valley  of  the  Maira  or 
Mera,  and  along  the  E.  shore  of  the 
L.  of  Como  to  Lecco.  The  village  it 
passes  through  are  described  under 
the  head  of  the  Lake  of  Como. 

I  A  railway  runs  from  Chiavenna  to 
j  Colico  (i6|  m.)  and  it  is  intended  to 
!  continue  it  to  Lecco  along  the  E. 
j  shore  of  the  lake.  Below  Chiavenna 
j  (Rte.  87)  the  valley  of  the  Maira  is 
flat  and  marshy  till  it  reaches 

Riva,  near  the  N.  extremity  of 
the  Lago  cli  Mezzola,  called  also  Lago 
di  Riva.  It  is  the  true  head  of  Lago 
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di  Como,  separated  from  it  in  tlie 
course  of  centuries  by  the  deposits 
of  the  Adda,  Its  W.  and  E.  shores 
are  so  walled  in  by  mountains  that, 
down  to  recent  times,  there  was  no 
road  by  the  side  of  it,  and  travellers 
were  carried  across  it  in  barges  by  a 
tedious  navigation.  The  naked  gra¬ 
nitic  ranges  have  a  very  peculiar 
outline.  Their  sides  are  furrowed 
with  ravines,  down  which,  at  some 
seasons,  torrents  precipitate  them¬ 
selves,  strewing  the  margin  of  the 
lake  with  wreck.  The  engineers  who 
constructed  the  new  road,  finished 
1835,  experienced  the  greatest  ob¬ 
stacles  in  crossing  the  debris  at  the 
mouth  of  these  ravines.  The  Codera, 
one  of  the  most  furious  torrents, 
spreads  its  waste  of  rocks  and  gravel 
in  the  shape  of  a  fan,  for  a  breadth 
of  at  least  half  a  mile.  This  river 
at  ordinary  times  trickles  through 
the  stones  in  3  or  4  paltry  driblets, 
crossed  by  wooden  bridges  inider 
which  the  water  is  turned  by  artifi¬ 
cial  canals  flanked  by  wedge-shaped 
dykes.  [Val  Codera  is  a  steep,  wild 
glen.  At  the  hamlet  of  Codera  is  a 
rough  Inn.  Fine  foot-passes  lead 
over  to  the  Baths  of  Masino  (Rte. 
loik]  After  traversing  this  deso¬ 
late  space  the  line  emerges  upon  the 
delta  of  the  river  Adda,  flowing  from 
the  E.  out  of  the  Valtellina.  The 
causeway  stretches  in  a  straight  line 
across  this  morass,  passing  the  Adda 
upon  a  substantial  stone  bridge. 
Near  the  centre  of  the  plain  the 
great  road  to  the  Stelvio  (rly.  as  far  as 
Sondrio)  branches  1.  (see  Rte.  loi). 
The  Spanish  Fort  Fuentes,  built 
1603,  as  the  key  of  the  Valtellina, 
on  a  rock,  once,  perhaps,  an  island, 
near  the  mouth  of  the  Adda,  is  left 
on  the  rt.,  and  the  margin  of  the 
lake  of  Como  is  reached  at 

Colico,  a  village  under  Monte 
Legnone,  S.  of  the  mouth  of  the 
Adda,  It  is  less  unwholesome  than 
formerly,  owing  to  the  drainage  of  a 
large  portion  of  the  marsh-land.  It 
is  not,  however,  a  good  halting-place. 
Hence  a  rly.  runs  up  the  Valtellina 
to  Sondrio  (Rte.  loi). 


Lake  of  Como. 

The  Lake  of  Como  (the  ancient 
Lacus  Larius),  700  ft.  above  the  sea, 
is  about  30  m.  long,  by  either  arm, 
from  I  to  m.  broad,  and  every¬ 
where  deep,  in  places  1358  ft.  Its 
S.  extremity  is  divided  into  two 
branches  by  the  jn’ornontory  of  Bel- 
lagio  ;  at  the  end  of  the  S.W.  bay  lies 
Como  (Comum),  the  birthplace  of  the 
younger  Pliny  and  Volta ;  at  tlie 
extremity  of  the  E.,  Lecco.  The  chief 
feeder  of  the  lake  is  the  Adda,  Avhich 
enters  it  at  the  N.,  and  flows  out  at 
Lecco.  In  the  mingled  sublimity 
and  beauty  of  its  ,  scenery,  and  in 
the  richness  of  its  vegetation,  it 
is  rivalled  by  other  Italian  lakes. 
Rone  of  them, however,  has  its  shores 
so  lined  with  villas,  palaces,  and  gar¬ 
dens,  and  on  this  account  manv 
tastes  prefer  the  narrow  and 
winding  reaches  of  Como  to  the 
broader  expanses  of  Garda  and  Mag- 
giore.  The  lake  enjoys  a  classical  re¬ 
putation,  as  the  residence  of  the  two 
Plinys,  and  the  scene  of  the  scien¬ 
tific  researches  of  the  elder  Pliny, 
the  naturalist,  Claudian  describes 
the  voyage  up  the  lake  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  elegant  lines  : — 

‘  Protiniis  itmbrosa  qaa  vestit  littns  oliva 
Larins,  et  dulci  mentitur  Nerea  fliictu, 
Parva  p\ippe  lacixm  prajtervolat,  ocias  inde 
Scandit  inaccessos  bruinali  sidere  inontes.’ 

A  true  poetic  picture  is  jjresented 
by  the  author  of  Philip  van  Arfe- 
velde : — 

‘  Sablinie,  bat  neither  bleak  nor  bare, 

Nor  misty  are  the  nioantains  there. 

Softly  sabliine — profaseJy  fair, 

Up  to  their  sainmits  clothed  in  green, 

And  fraitfal  as  tlie  vales  between. 

They  lightly  rise, 

Anil  scale  the  skies, 

And  groves  and  gardens  still  aboand  ; 

For  where  no  shoot 
Coxild  else  take  root 

The  peaks  are  shelved,  and  terraced  roand. 
Earthward  appear  in  mingled  growth 
The  malberry  and  maize,  above 
The  trellis’d  vine  extends  to  both 
The  leafy  shade  they  love. 

Looks  oat  the  white-walTd  cottage  here. 
The  lowly  chapel  rises  near  ; 

Far  down  the  foot  mast  roam  to  reach 
The  lovely  lake  and  bending  beach  ; 

While  chestnat  green  and  olive  gray 
Cheqaer  the  steep  and  winding  way.’ 

ir  h  2 
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In  fine  weather  during  summer 
the  winds  are  invariable :  from 
sunrise  to  lo  or  1 1  the  tivano,  a  gen¬ 
tle  breeze,  N.,  or  down  the  lake  : 
calm  for  an  hour  or  two  till  past  12, 
when  the  a  gentle  breeze,  S., 

or  up  the  lake,  rises,  and  continues 
till  sunset,  after  which  a  dead  calm 
till  sunrise.  Boats  avail  themselves 
of  these  winds,  and  wait  for  them  as 
a  river-barge  waits  for  tide.  As  a 
general  rule,  the  surface  is  but 
slightly  furrowed  ;  sudden  storms 
are,  however,  not  rare,  and  the 
violent  squalls  that  sometimes  sweep 
down  the  lake  are  dangerous.  The 
old-fashioned  boats  are  most  pictur¬ 
esque,  and  exactly  resemble  those 
depicted  by  old  painters.  They  are 
not  so  slow  as  their  appearance  would 
lead  one  to  expect.  There  are,  how¬ 
ever,  modern  boats  fitted  in  the  En¬ 
glish  style,  and  not  uncomfortable. 
The  principal  fish  are  the  trout,  pike, 
and  agone,  the  last  peculiar  to  the 
lakes  of  Lombardy. 

Steamers  go  several  times  a  day 
up  and  down  the  lake,  touching  by 
a  very  devious  course  at  the  different 
villages.  For  short  trips,  however, 
a  rowing-boat  is  much  preferable  to 
a  steamer.  The  boats  are.  attached 
to  the  hotels,  and  have  somewhat 
high  tariff  prices.  The  steamers 
start  from  Colico,  and  reach  Como  or 
Lecco  in  4-4 1  hrs.  They  are  large, 
comfortable  boats  (good  Restaurants 
on  board').  There  is  also  a  diligence- 
road  on  the  E.  side  of  the  lake  to 
Lecco,  a  very  fine  piece  of  engineer¬ 
ing. 

The  principal  places  on  the  1.- 
hand  or  East  are  marked  E.,  those 
on  the  other  side  W. 

Starting  from  Colico,  we  come  to 

Domaso,  W.,  beautifully  situated 
under  the  Corno  di  Duria  (7156  ft.), 
and  nearly  opposite  Colico  and  the 
Monte  Legnone  (8567  ft.)  About  i  m. 
from  it  is 

Gravedona,  W.,  a  large  and 
populous  village,  ^  ought  not  to  be 
left  unvisited  by  anyone  who  cares 
about  architecture  ’  (G.  E.  Street)  on 


account  of  its  2  very  interesting 
churches — Santa  Maria  del  Tiglio  (12th 
cent.),  with  square  W.  porch  sur¬ 
mounted  by  a  graceful  octagon 
tower,  and  Romanesque  triforium 
running  round  the  interior  —  and 
S.  Vincenzo,  with  curious  crypt,  one 
of  the  pillars  bearing  a  fresco  of 
Christ,  while  in  the  sacristy  are  old 
church-plate,  a  chalice,  paten,  and 
processional  cross.  The  huge  villa 
with  four  towers  was  built  by  a 
Cardinal  Gallio,  By  the  valley  of 
the  Lire,  which  here  fiows  into  the 
lake,  are  2  passes — the  Passo  di  Ca- 
medo  (6298  ft.)  to  Roveredo,  in 
the  Val  Mesocco,  and  the  Passo  Sant’ 
Jorio  (6418  ft.),  in  about  9  hrs,  to 
Bellinzona. 

Dongo,  W,,  where  are  iron-works. 

Beyond  Dongo  there  is  no  car¬ 
riage-road,  but  only  an  ancient 
track  called  Strada  Regina,  which, 
according  to  tradition,  was  made 
centuries  ago  by  Theodolinda,  Queen 
of  the  Lombards.  Where  it  passes 
the  precipices  of  the  Sasso  Rancio, 
between  Rezzonico  and  Menaggio,  it 
was  at  one  time  so  dangerous  that 
several  of  the  Russian  soldiers,  when 
traversing  it,  1799,  fell  from  it  into 
the  lake. 

Musso,  W,,  on  the  mountain  side, 
the  Castle  of  Musso,  the  stronghold 
(1521-1531)  of  the  soldier  of  fortune, 
Giovanni  Giacomo  Medici  or  Mede- 
ghino,  brother  of  Pope  Pius  IV.  ;  it 
was  razed  in  1532  by  the  men  of  the 
Grisons,  after  many  struggles,  one 
of  which  is  immortalized  in  Travers’ 
poem  (Rte.  81).  Medeghino,  nomin¬ 
ally  in  the  service  of  Charles  V.  as 
Duke  of  Milan,  tried  to  extend  his 
power  in  the  districts  conquered  by 
the  Grisons  men — Chiavenna,  the 
Valtellina,  and  Bormio,  held  1512- 
1797,  the  Tre  Pievi  or  parishes 
(Dongo,  Domaso,  and  Gravedona), 
held  1512-1525. 

Dervio,  E.,  at  the  foot  of  Monte 
Legnone, 

[The  Legnone  1)8567  ft.),  the  highest 
mountain  rising  from  the  shores  of 
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the  lake,  may  be  ascended  from 
Colico,  but  more  easily  from  the  Val 
di  Varrone,  on  the  S.  from  Pagnona 
or  Premana,  where  travellers  will 
find  rough  accommodation.  It  is  a 
long  and  fatiguing  day’s  work  (6  hrs. 
from  Dervio,  Club  hut  i  hr.  below 
the  top),  but  the  view  from  the  sum¬ 
mit,  when  clear,  is  of  the  highest 
order.] 

Rezzonico,  W.,  has  the  remains 
of  a  i3th-cent.  castle,  now  belonging 
to  the  Duke  Litta.  The  boatmen 
here  have  the  reputation  of  being 
the  best  on  the  lake, 

Bellano,  E.,  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Pioverna,  the  stream  from  the  Val 
Sassina,  a  beautiful  valley,  with  iron¬ 
works  and  a  waterfall  {Orrido  di  Bel- 
latio)  ;  through  this  valley  the  pedes¬ 
trian  who  has  already  seen  the  lake 
may  reach  Lecco  in  6  or  7  hrs., 
passing  Introbbio,  the  principal  vil¬ 
lage. 

Gittana,  E.,  on  the  slope  of  the 
mountain.  Above  this,  and  about 
700  ft.  above  the  lake,  by  a  good 
road,  is  the  large  and  excellent 
Hydropathic  Establishment  of  Regoledo 
(1401  ft.),  much  frequented  both  by 
Milanese  and  foreigners. 

Varenna,  E,,  the  best  stopping- 
place  on  the  E.  side  of  the  lake,  but, 
owing  to  its  exposure,  hot  in  sum¬ 
mer,  near  the  mouth  of  the  beautiful 
glen  of  Esino.  Visit  the  remarkable 
galleries  excavated  in  the  solid  rock, 
on  the  Road  of  the  Stelvio.  Pleasant 
walks  up  the  mountain  to  the  Castle, 
to  the  hamlet  of  Perledo,  and  along 
the  brow  of  the  hill  i  m.  to  the  cas¬ 
cade  of  the  Fiume  Latte,  which  issues 
directly  from  a  cavern  in  the  side  of 
the  mountain.  It  is  a  very  beautiful 
walk  of  4  hrs.  to  Introbbio  in  the 
Val  Sassina  by  the  little  valley  of 
Esino  and  the  Cainallo  Pass  (4101  ft.). 
By  the  same  valley  the  mountaineer 
can  make  the  ascent  of  the 

Grigna  or  Moncodine  (7907  ft.),  the 
summit  of  the  rugged  range  which 
in  tier  over  tier  of  limestone  preci¬ 
pices  overhangs  the  S.E.  branch  of 


the  lake,  commonly  called  the  Lago 
di  Lecco,  The  best  plan  is  to  go 
first  to  the  village  of  Esino,  and 
there  inquire  for  a  shepherd  boy 
who  knows  the  mountain  and  will 
serve  as  a  guide.  The  path  lies  to 
the  rt.  from  near  the  head  of  the 
valley,  and  presents  a  variety  of 
beautiful  and  wild  scenery.  A  Club 
hut  has  been  built  for  the  use  of 
tourists  at  a  height  of  6155  ft., 
whence  the  top  is  reached  in  2  hrs., 
or  5  from  Esino,  or  7  from  Varenna. 
An  easier  but  less  interesting  way  is 
by  the  steep  eastern  side  from  near 
Introbbio,  and  it  would  be  the  best 
plan  to  combine  both,  ascending 
from  Introbbio,  and  descending  to 
Varenna.  The  Grigna  commands  a 
panorama  of  the  greatest  splendour, 
embracing  the  vast  plain  of  Lom¬ 
bardy  and  the  whole  circle  of  the 
Alps,  from  the  Col  de  Tenda  to  the 
Bernina.  The  S.  peak  of  the  moun¬ 
tain  is  called  the  Campions  or  Pizzo 
della  Pi  eve  (7176  ft.),  and  is  girdled 
by  impassable  cliffs,  except  towards 
the  E.,  on  which  side  a  rock  close  to 
the  summit  may  be  reached  from 
the  head  of  the  Val  Sassina. 

Menaggio,  W.  (Rte,  115). 

The  steamer  now  crosses  to  the 
promontory  of  Bellagio,  which  juts 
out  into  the  lake,  dividing  its  two 
southern  branches.  The  formerly 
charming  aspect  of  the  village  from 
the  water  has  been  destroyed  by  the 
erection  of  two  monster  hotels. 

Bellagio.  This  is  a  delightful 
spot,  commanding  the  most  noble 
and  varied  views  over  the  lake.  The 
prospect  is  triple,  extending  up¬ 
wards,  as  well  as  down  towards 
Como  and  Lecco.  The  best  points 
for  enjoying  it  are  the  very  beautiful 
terraces  and  gardens  of  the  Villa 
Serbelloni,  now  a  hotel  (fee  i  fr.  b 
They  occupy  the  whole  brow  of  the 
promontory.  There  are  few  near 
walks  at  Bellagio,  nothing  but  nar¬ 
row  stony  lanes  between  dead  walls, 
obstructing  all  view,  but  excursions 
into  a  more  open  country  can  be 
made.  The  most  interesting  to  a 
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good  walker  is  the  ascent  of  the 
Monte  S.  Frimo,  the  highest  point  of 
the  peninsula,  5226  ft.  above  the 
sea,  an  ascent  of  4  hrs.  on  foot  or 
donkey. 

[There  is  a  carriage-road  from 
Bellagio  through  Canzo  to  the  rail¬ 
way  station  at  Erba,  between  Como 
or  Lecco — a  very  beautiful  drive. 
No  traveller  should  omit  to  follow 
this  road  as  far  as  the  village  of 
Civennaforthe  sake  of  the  exquisite 
views  it  commands  of  the  Lecco  and 
Colico  arms  of  the  lake.] 

The  Villa  Melzi,  about  half  a  mile 
below  Bellagio,  is  elegantly  fitted  up. 
It  has  fine  works  of  art — statues, 
busts,  a  portrait  of  Napoleon,  but  is 
chiefly  visited  on  account  of  its 
beautiful  flower-garden,  abounding 
in  tropical  plants,  rare  pines,  &c. 

The  Villa  Giulia,  on  the  Lecco  side 
of  the  promontory,  once  belonged  to 
the  King  of  the  Belgians,  and  now 
belongs  to  Count  Blom  of  Vienna. , 
It  has  beautiful  gardens. 

There  are  other  villas  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  to  which  the  boatmen  will 
take  visitors.  They  all  have  their 
state  rooms,  but  are  principally  re¬ 
markable  for  the  luxuriance  with 
which  English  green-house  plants 
flourish  in  the  open  air. 

There  cannot  be  a  more  delightful 
voyage  than  that  along  the  S.W. 
arm  of  the  lake  to  Como  ;  the  shores 
are  lined  with  villages  and  with 
white  villas,  the  summer  resorts  of 
the  Milanese  gentry  during  the 
villeggiatura  season. 

The  steamer  here  recrosses  to 

Cadenabbia,  W.  This  is,  per¬ 
haps,  the  most  delightful  place  on 
the  lake. 

There  are  beautiful  walks  above 
Cadenabbia.  Striking  up  the  first 
little  passage  N.  of  the  H.  Bellevue,  a 
pretty  path  through  fields  and  vine¬ 
yards  leads,  in  25  min.,  to  the  ch. 
and  village  of  San  Martino.  A  white 
chapel  will  be  seen  high  up  on  the 
shoulder  of  the  mountain  beyond. 
A  rough  and  steep  path  command¬ 
ing  beautiful  views  over  the  lake 
leads,  in  about  an  hour  more,  to  the 


little  chapel  of  the  Madonna  di  San 
Martino. 

A  longer  excursion  is  the  ascent 
of  the  Monte  Crocione,  5601  ft.  above 
the  sea.  There  is  a  circuitous  path 
by  which  mules  may  reach  the  sum¬ 
mit.  The  view,  though  of  course 
very  beautiful,  is  not  equal  to  those 
from  the  Monte  Generoso,  the  Le- 
gnone,  or  the  Corno  di  Canzo  W.  of 
Lecco. 

Close  to  Cadenabbia  is  the  most 
splendid  villa  on  the  lake.  Villa  Car- 
lotta,  formerly  Sommariva  (belonging 
to  the  Duke  of  Saxe-Meiningen'i, 
among  terraces  bordered  with  myrtle 
hedges  20  ft.  high.  This  contains 
the  Amove  e  Psyche,  and  other  works 
of  Canova,  and,  above  all,  Thorwald- 
sen’s  grand  bas-relief  of  the  Triumph 
of  Alexander,  executed  for  Napoleon 
when  Emperor,  and  designed  by 
him  to  decorate  the  Simplon  arch 
at  Milan. 

The  villa  is  called  Villa  Carlotta, 
after  a  daughter  of  Prince  Albert  of 
Prussia,  who  married  the  present 
owner,  and  whose  mother  bought 
it  in  1843.  The  house  and  grounds 
are  shown  (fee  i  fr.). 

The  next  village  to  Cadenabbia, 
with  which  it  is  connected  by  a 
narrow  road,  is 

Tremezzo,  W.  Beyond  this  a 
rocky  promontory  stands  out  into 
the  lake ;  its  rounded  summit  is 
laid  out  as  a  pleasure-ground,  and 
near  the  point  is  the  fine  Villa  Bal- 
hianello,  belonging  to  the  Marchese 
Arconati.  The  rocks  here  descend 
into  very  deep  water.  Kt.  is  the 
small  island  (the  only  one  in  the 
lake)  Isola  Comacina,  and  a  few  miles 
farther  on  the  same  side, 

Lenno,  W.  The  Crypt  beneath 
the  ch.  close  to  the  shore  has  two 
6th  cent,  inscriptions,  and  is  well 
worth  a  visit.  The  vault  is  sup¬ 
ported  by  eight  ])illars  with  eai'ly 
sculptured  capitals.  The  rude  tra¬ 
cery  in  the  windows  is  very  curious. 
Close  to  the  ch.  is  a  very  perfect 
specimen  of  an  octagonal  Roman¬ 
esque  baptistery.  The  pilgrimage 
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oh.  of  La  Madonna  del  Soccorso  is  ^  lir.’s 
walk  above  the  village ;  fourteen 
stations  at  intervals  along  the  path¬ 
way. 

Argegno,  W.,  at  the  opening  of 
the  beautiful  Val  Intelvi.  A  char- 
road  leads  through  it  to  Osteno,  on 
Lago  di  Lugano  and  Lanzo  d’lntelvi 
(II  m.\  Hence  the  Monte  Gene- 
roso  (^Rte.  114)  may  conveniently  be 
a.scended.  Nearly  opposite,  at  the 
foot  of  the  Monte  S.  Frimo,  is 

INesso,  E.,  one  of  the  most  jiictur- 
esque  villages  on  the  lake.  In  a 
narrow  ravine,  called  the  Orrido  di 
Nesso,  is  a  fine  waterfall.  In  the 
W.  shore  a  remarkable  cavern  pierces 
the  mountain  above  Torrigria.  It  is 
of  considerable  extent,  and  when 
discovered  contained  the  remains  of 
various  animals,  particularly  of  the 
cave-bear,  after  which  it  is  called 
the  Buco  delV  Orso.  About  7  m.  S.  of 
Nesso,  not  far  from  Torno,  in  a  nook 
on  the  lake,  is  the 

Villa  Fliniana,  E.,  built  1520,  now 
the  property  of  Marchesa  Trotti- 
Belgiojoso,  a  square  building,  so 
called,  not  because  Pliny  lived  there, 
but  because  an  intermittent  spring, 
rising  behind  it,  is  asserted  to  be 
the  one  minutely  described  by  him. 

The  Villa  Lenno  is  supposed  to 
stand  on  the  site  of  Fling’s  Villa, 
which,  from  its  sombre  situation,  he 
called  Tragedia  ;  an  opinion  con¬ 
firmed  by  the  discovery  of  broken 
columns,  &c.,  in  the  lake. 

Nearly  opposite  is  the  hamlet  of 

Moltrasio,  W.,  which  also  boasts 
its  waterfall ;  near  to  it  the  large 
Villa  Fassalacqna  ;  and  on  the  E. 
shore,  on  a  projecting  point,  the 
picturesque  village  of  Torno. 
Thence  to  Como,  wherever  the  slope 
of  the  mountain  is  not  too  steep, 
villas  constantly  succeed  each  other. 
'I'ho.se  of  Prince  Trubetzkoi  (for¬ 
merly  belonging  to  Taglioni  the 
dancer  ),  of  the  late  Madame  Pasta, 
the  singer,  of  Herr  Mylius,  and  of 
Count  Taverna,  are  amongst  the 
most  noticeable.  These  villas,  like 
all  the  places  on  the  E.  shore  of  this 


branch  of  the  lake,  are  accessible 
only  by  water,  or  by  an  exceedingly 
rough  path,  fit  only  for  moun¬ 
taineers. 

On  the  W.  shore,  about  2|-  m. 
from  Como,  is 

Cernobbio,  W.  The  Monte  Bis- 
hino,  4387  ft.,  which  rises  N.  of  the 
hotel,  and  may  be  ascended  in  2^- 
Ill’s.,  commands  an  admirable  view. 
There  is  a  good  carriage-road  to 
Como  (and  omnibus),  |  hr.’s  drive. 
On  the  waj^  is  passed  the:  Villa  Rai¬ 
mondi,  one  of  the  largest  on  the  lake. 

Como.  The  railway  station  is 
outside  and  above  the  town.  See, 
near  the  harbour,  the  statue  of  Volta 
U745-1826),  ‘a  prophet  justly 
honoured  in  his  own  country :  ’ 
Cathedral  (1396-1732)  ;  its  Baptistery, 
wrongly  said  to  be  after  a  design  of 
Bramante’s,  but  really  built  1596  ; 
3  paintings  byLuini  :  Broletto  (town 
halP,  13th  cent.,  on  arches.  These 
buildings  are  of  marble,  in  stripes. 
(See  Handbook  for  Northern  Italy.) 

The  antiquary  should  not  omit  to 
visit  S.  Carpoforo  (9th  cent.),  S. 
Eedele  (6th  cent.),  and  S.  Abbondio 
(Toth  cent.),  about  a  mile  out  of  the 
town.  The  villages  by  the  lake  and 
the  scattered  hamlets  on  the  moun¬ 
tains  are  believed  to  contain  many 
remains  of  early  mediaeval  architec¬ 
ture  which  would  well  repay  careful 
investigation. 

Lago  di  Leeco. 

A  good  carriage-road  runs  along 
the  E.  shore,  threading  several 
tunnels. 

The  scenery  of  this  arm  of  the 
lake  is  larger  and  bolder,  but  less 
picturesque,  than  that  of  the  Como 
arm.  There  are  few  villages  and  no 
villas  ;  but  the  precipices  of  the 
Grigna  rise  most  imposingly  above 
the  E.  shore.  Beneath  them,  among 
vineyards  and  chestnut-groves  lies 
Mandello,  the  only  large  village  on 
this  jiart  of  the  lake. 

Leeco  Hly.  Terminus  is  a  inos- 
perous  manufacturing  town,  not  re¬ 
markable  except  for  its  position  at 
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the  point  where  the  lake  first  nar¬ 
rows  into  a  river,  and  under  the 
imposing  rocks  of  the  Resegone 
(  =  Saw).  Elys,  to  Milan  and  Ber¬ 
gamo.  (Handbook  for  Northern 
Italy.  ) 

[A  pleasant  uphill  drive  of  2^  hrs. 
leads  to  Introbbio,  in  Val  Sassina 
{Inn,  fair),  a  good  starting-point  for 
the  ascent  of  the  Grigna,  or  for  the 
Bergamasque  valleys.] 


ROUTE  117. 

ARONA  to  varallo,  in  the  val 

SESIA. 

Eng.  m. 

Arona 

6\  .  Borgomanero  )  Carriage- 
71  .  Romagnano  ^  road 

8  .  Borgo  Sesia  )  -d  -i 

15J  .  Varallo  i 

It  is  a  drive  of  about  an  hour  from 
Arona  to  Borgomanero,  a  town  of 
9553  inhabitants  (several  Inns)  and 
station  on  the  Domo  d’Ossola  and 
Novara  Ely.,  whence  another  rather 
longer  drive  leads  to 

Romagnano  Stat.,  on  the  Sesia, 
is  remarkable  as  the  spot  where 
Bayard — sans  peur  et  sans  reproche — 
received  his  death-wound  while 
protecting  the  rear  of  the  French 
under  Bonnivet  in  their  retreat 
across  the  Alps,  Apr.  20th,  1524. 
At  Romagnano  the  Novara- Varallo 
rly.  is  joined.  From  Romagnano 
the  course  of  the  Sesia  is  singu¬ 
larly  beautiful  ;  the  mountains  as 
they  are  approached  offer  richly 
wooded  slopes,  and  the  masses  are 
relieved  by  castles,  churches,  and 
oratories.  The  vegetation  is  most 
luxuriant. 

The  principal  place  before  arriv¬ 
ing  at  Varallo  is  (8  m.)  Borgo  Sesia 
Stat.  (4126  Inhab.),  just  above  the 
junction  of  the  Strona,  on  which 
stream  lies  Valduggia,  birthplace 
(1484)  of  Gaudeyizio  Ferrari,  the 
painter,  which  is  ij-  m.  from  Borgo 
Sesia,  and  the  last  rly.  stat.  before 


it  on  the  line  from  Novara.  [Through 
Valduggia  a  beautiful  carriage-road 
leads  to  the  S.  end  of  the  Lake  of 
Orta  and  so  to  Orta.  The  Monte 
Fenera  (2950  ft.),  an  ascent  of  3  hrs., 
in  the  same  direction,  is  a  splendid 
point  of  view  for  the  lakes  and 
Alps,  and  has  3  curious  caverns 
hung  with  stalactites.] 

[From  Borgo  Sesia  a  very  beauti¬ 
ful  country  road  leads  to  Biella  (20 
m.)  (Rte.  124),  passing  through 
Crevacuore  and  Mosso  Sta.  Maria. 
The  beauty  of  the  region  where  the 
Alps  and  plain  meet  is  very  insuffi¬ 
ciently  known  to  English  travellers. 
Those  who  do  not  care  for  the  high 
passes  will  find  the  road  from  the 
lakes  through  Biella  to  Ivrea  and 
Val  d’ Aosta  full  of  beauty  and 
interest.] 

At  Borgo  Sesia  the  valley  be¬ 
comes  narrower,  and  the  road  offers 
some  striking  scenes,  though  the 
range  of  view  is  more  limited. 
It  opens  again  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of 

15!  m.  Varallo  Termimis. 

There  are  many  Inns,  and  they 
are  needed  to  provide  for  the  bodily 
wants  of  the  pilgrim  visitors  to  the 
Sacro  Monte,  who,  especially  on  the 
Festas  of  the  Church,  crowd  here  as 
devotees.  At  the  Casino  di  Lettura 
the  Italian  Alpine  Club  has  its  quarters, 
where  foreigners  can  see  maps  and 
books.  The  situation  of  this  town 
of  3289  Inhab.  is  so  beautiful,  and 
the  sanctuary  on  its  celebrated  Sacro 
Monte — La  Nuova  Gerusalemme  nel 
Sacro  Moyite  di  Varallo — so  singularly 
picturesque,  that  no  one  who  has  the 
opportunity  should  neglect  to  visit 
Varallo. 

The  Sacro  Monte  rises  im¬ 
mediately  above  the  town,  and  is 
accessible  by  a  paved  path,  which 
winds  up  the  side  of  the  hill,  and 
offers  from  every  turn  the  most 
beautiful  scenes. 

In  the  fine  Ch.  dei  Frati  (Sta.  Maria 
delle  Grazie),  at  the  foot  of  the 
S.  Monte,  are  some  admirable  works 
hjGaudemio  Ferrari  ( 1484- 1 549\  (a  na- 
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tive  of  Yalduggia,  on  the  Strona,  and 
a  pupil  and  companion  of  Eaphael\ 
executed  after  his  return  from  Eome, 
1510-13,  The  whole  wall  dividing 
the  nave  from  the  choir  i^tlie  passage 
from  one  to  the  other  being  only 
through  a  small  arch)  is  painted  by 
him  in  fresco,  in  19  compartments, 
representing  events  in  our  Saviour’s 
history — the  central  and  largest 
being  the  Crucifixion.  They  are  all 
most  carefully  executed,  and  are 
among  the  best  works  of  the  master, 
serving  to  illustrate  his  position  in 
Italian  art.  In  a  side  chapel  (rt.) 
are  also  2  frescoes  by  him — the  Pre¬ 
sentation  in  the  Temple  and  the 
Dispute  with  the  Doctors  ;  not  so 
good.  In  the  cloister  is  a  Pieta  ; 
and  in  the  sacristy  a  Virgin  and 
saints,  on  wood,  by  Giovenone,  much 
injured. 

In  the  Ch.  of  S.  Gauclenzio  is  a  fine 
altarpiece  on  panel,  and  on  the  ex¬ 
ternal  wall  of  the  Ch.  of  S.  Pietro,  a 
painting  of  Sta.  Petronilla,  both  by 
G.  Ferrari. 

The  hill  of  the  Sacro  Monte  is 
covered  with  a  series  of  50  chapels 
or  oratories,  containing  groups  of 
figures  modelled  in  terra  -  cotta, 
painted  and  clothed.  They  chiefly 
represent  some  of  the  principal 
events  in  the  history  of  Christ,  in 
the  order  of  their  occurrence.  These 
structures  are  never  entered  ;  they 
are  merely  frames  or  cases  for  the 
subjects  grouped  within  them,  seen 
from  2  or  3  peep-holes  in  front.  As 
works  of  art  the  greater  number  are 
very  indifferent.  A  few,  5,  38,  and 
40,  on  the  contrary,  contain  works 
of  high  merit,  by  Gaudenzio  and 
his  pupils,  and  to  these  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  every  traveller  of  taste  is 
specially  invited.  He  will  be  sorry 
to  miss  them,  as  he  might  easily  do, 
in  passing  rapidly  along.  Exter¬ 
nally,  these  oratories  are  rich  in  the 
architectural  display  of  fa9ades,  por¬ 
ticos,  domes,  &c.  :  the  figures  within 
are  the  size  of  life. 

The  subjects  are  in  the  order  of 
the  numbers  of  the  chapels. 

I.  The  Fall  of  Man.  Adam  and 


Eve  are  seen  amidst  animals 
of  all  sorts  and  sizes,  from  the 
elephant  to  the  rabbit. 

2.  The  Annunciation. 

3.  The  Visitation. 

4.  The  Angel  announcing  to  Joseph 

the  Miraculous  Conception. 

5. *The  Magi  and  Star  of  the  East, 

by  Gaudenzio  and  his  pupils. 

6.  The  Nativity. 

7.  Joseph  and  Mary  adoring  Christ. 

8.  The  Presentation  in  the  Temple. 

9.  The  Angel  advising  Joseph  to 

fly  into  Egypt. 

10.  The  Flight. 

11. *The  Murder  of  the  Innocents. 

Above  60  figures,  the  size  of 
life,  besides  the  painted 
groups  on  the  walls,  so  ar¬ 
ranged  as  to  assist  the  com¬ 
position. 

12.  The  Baptism  in  the  Jordan. 

13.  The  Temptation. 

14.  Christ  and  the  Woman  of 

Samaria. 

15.  Christ  curing  the  Paralytic. 

16.  Christ  raising  the  Widow’s  Son. 

17.  The  Transfiguration.  This  ora¬ 

tory,  by  Pietro  Petera,  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Val  Sesia,  the  largest 
of  all,  perhaps  100  ft.  high, 
is  on  an  enormous  scale  ; 
the  group  in  the  foreground 
contains  the  demoniac  boy  ; 
on  the  mountain,  an  im¬ 
mense  modelled  mass,  are 
the  three  disciples  ;  above 
them  Christ,  with  Moses  and 
Elijah  ;  over  these,  painted 
on  the  walls  and  ceiling  of 
the  dome,  are  the  host  of 
heaven  ;  and  above  all,  God 
the  Father. 

18.  The  Kaising  of  Lazarus. 

19.  The  Entrance  into  Jerusalem. 

20.  The  Last  Supper. 

21.  Christ  in  the  Garden. 

22.  Christ  finds  His  Disciples  sleep¬ 

ing. 

23.  Christ  betrayed  by  Judas. 

24.  Christ  in  the  House  of  Annas. 

25.  Christ  in  the  Hands  of  Caia- 

phas. 

26.  The  Eepentance  of  St.  Peter. 

27.  Christ  in  the  House  of  Pilate. 
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28.  Christ  in  the  House  of  Herod. 

29.  Christ  reconducted  to  Pilate, 

30.  The  Flagellation, 

31.  Christ  crowned  with  Thorns. 

32.  Christ  again  conducted  to  Pilate. 

33.  Christ  shown  to  the  People. 

34.  Pilate  washing  his  Hands. 

35.  Christ  sentenced  to  Death. 

36.  Christ  bearing  the  Cross. 

37.  Christ  nailed  to  the  Cross, 

38. **The  Crucifixion. 

The  paintings  on  the  walls  and 
ceiling  of  this  chapel  are  the 
masterpiece  of  Gaudemio  Fer¬ 
rari.  The  chief  subject,  a 
splendid  composition,  includ¬ 
ing  60  or  70  figures,  is  in  good 
preservation.  Observe  the  soft 
beauty  of  the  group  of  females 
and  children. 

39.  Christ  taken  down  from  the 

Cross. 

40. *The  Pieta — the  Women  around 

the  Body  of  Christ.  This  was 
the  earliest  work  of  Gauclen- 
zio.  The  frescoes,  now  much 
injured,  were  painted  when 
he  was  but  nineteen.  The 
original  modelled  figures  have 
been  removed,  and  others 
substituted. 

4 1 .  The  Body  wrapped  in  Linen. 

42.  San  Francesco. 

43.  Christ  lying  in  the  Sepulchre. 

44.  Saint  Anna. 

45.  An  Angel  announcing  to  the 

Virgin  Mary  her  Translation 
to  Heaven, 

46.  The  Sepulchre  of  the  Virgin 

Mary. 

All  the  walls  are  painted,  and 
many  of  the  pictures  are  masterly 
productions  oi  Pellegrino  whose 

name  is  found  in  the  list  of  those 
who  were  employed  upon  the  works 
of  the  Sacro  Monte  di  Varallo  ;  to¬ 
gether  with  those  of  local  artists  born 
and  working  on  the  spot,  and  many 
other  artists  of  eminence,  as  paint¬ 
ers,  sculptors,  and  architects.  The 
valleys  of  the  Novarese,  of  which 
Val  Sesia  is  the  principal,  are  re¬ 
markable  for  the  number  of  painters 
they  have  produced,  and  the  names 
of  many  are  preserved  here  as  hav¬ 


ing  contributed  to  the  embellish¬ 
ment  of  this  singular  sanctuary. 

Some  effect  is  produced  by  the 
appropriate  arrangement  of  some  of 
the  subjects.  The  access  to  the  place 
where  Christ  is  laid  in  the  sepulchre 
is  by  a  vault,  where  little  light  is 
admitted. 

Many  of  the  figures  are  clothed  in 
real  drapery,  and  some  have  real 
hair,  which  a2)pears  grotesque,  yet 
they  are  full  of  character  and  ex¬ 
pression  ;  many  of  the  heads  are 
finely  modelled.  In  the  subject  of 
the  Visitation  the  head  of  a  female 
is  strikingly  fine.  The  executioners 
conducting  Christ  to  Calvary,  or 
otherwise  employed  in  inflicting 
suffering  on  Him,  are,  in  order  to 
increase  the  disgust  for  their  charac¬ 
ters,  modelled  with  goitres  aj^pended 
to  their  throats. 

The  Sacro  Monte  originated  in 
the  piety  of  the  Beato  (i.  e.  on  the 
way  to  be  canonized')  Bernardino 
Caimo,  or  Coloto,  a  noble  Milanese, 
who  obtained  in  i486,  from  Pope 
Innocent  VIII.,  a  faculty  to  found 
this  sanctuary.  Only  3  or  4  chapels 
were  built  in  the  time  of  the  founder, 
but  after  two  visits  paid  to  it  by  S. 
Carlo  Borromeo  in  1578  and  1584, 
the  prestige  of  the  spot  for  sanctity 
soon  so  increased,  that  princes  and 
rich  devotees  contributed  to  make  it 
what  it  now  is.  The  pallet  bedstead, 
upon  which  the  sainted  archbishop 
of  Milan  died,  is  preserved  here  as 
a  holy  relic  for  the  veneration  of  the 
faithful. 

The  convent,  where  the  priests 
reside,  in  a  beautiful  situation, 
commands  views  of  Varallo  and  the 
Val  Sesia  below  the  town.  At  the 
entrance  to  the  Oratories,  booths  of 
shops  are  established  for  the  sale  or 
corone,  i.e.  beads,  crucifixes.  Madon¬ 
nas,  &c.,  which  have  acquired  sanc¬ 
tity  by  having  touched  the  blessed 
bed  of  the  holy  S,  Carlo,  or  other 
miracle-working  relics. 

Near  Varallo  are  some  abandoned 
nickel-mines,  formerly  worked  by 
an  English  company. 

The  pojiulation  of  the  Val  Sesia  is 


EOUTE  118. — BAVENO  TO  VARALLO. 


463 


about  35,000 ;  most  of  the  men 
leave  the  valley  and  find  employ¬ 
ment  elsewhere  as  masons,  builders, 
painters,  house-decorators,  &c. 

There  is  good  trout-fishing  in  the 
river. 

The  Ponte  della  Gida,  about  i  hr.’s 
walk  up  the  Val  Mastallone,  is  a 
remarkable  scene  ;  the  green  river, 
hemmed  in  by  vertical  rocks  150  ft. 
high,  is  spanned  by  a  lofty  bridge. 
A  good  carriage-road  goes  to  the  vil¬ 
lage  of  Fobello  (see  Rte.  i22(. 


ROUTE  118. 

BAVENO  TO  VARALLO,  (A)  BY 

MONTE  MOTTARONE,  ORTA,  AND 

THE  COL  DE  COLMA,  (B)  BY 

VAL  STRONA. 

Baveno 
9  m.  .  .  .  Omegna 

7  m.  .  .  .  Orta 

5  hrs.  .  .  .  Varallo 

Orta  and  its  beautiful  lake  may 
be  reached  from  Baveno  (Rte.  iii), 
either  by  passing  over  the  Motta- 
rone,  a  walk  or  ride  of  6|  hrs,,  or  by 
the  carriage-road  through  Omegna, 
or  by  driving  to  Gravellona  and 
taking  the  rly.  there. 

Monte  Mottarone.  A  cog-wheel 
rly.  will  shortly  be  constructed  up 
from  Stresa. 

The  mule-j)ath  from  Baveno,  pass¬ 
ing  through  chestnut-woods  during 
the  lower  part  of  the  ascent,  is 
carried  over  a  neck  of  the  mountain 
a  long  way  below  the  summit,  which 
is  reached  by  a  grassy  slope  (3I  hrs. 
from  Baveno  I .  At  the  base  of  this 
are  several  dairy-farms  or  chalets, 
on  the  Alpe  delle  Volpe,  where  the 
traveller  can  obtain  refreshment  in 
the  shajie  of  excellent  cream,  milk, 
cheese,  &c. 

The  view  from  the  Monte  Motta¬ 
rone  (4892  ft.(i  is  most  extensive.  In 
front  are  the  hills  of  the  Val  Sesia, 
leading  the  eye  up  to  the  peaks  of 
Monte  Rosa.  The  line  of  snowy 


peaks  to  rt.  of  the  latter,  embracing 
the  Cima  di  Jazzi,  Fletschhorn, 
Monte  Leone,  and  Bortelhorn,  ap¬ 
pears  to  great  advantage.  Farther 
E.  rise  the  peaks  and  glaciers  near 
the  Bernardino  and  Splugen  Passes, 
and  in  the  further  distance  the 
Bernina  Alps.  Almost  at  his  feet 
the  traveller  sees  5  lakes — Maggiore, 
Orta,  Monate,  Comabbio,  and  Varese  ; 
and  still  farther  to  the  rt.  the  great 
plain  of  Lombardy  and  Piedmont, 
studded  with  innumerable  villages, 
with  Milan  in  the  centre.  The  two 
great  tributaries  of  the  Po,  the  Sesia 
and  the  Ticino,  appear  like  silver 
ribbons  traversing  the  dark  ground 
of  the  plain  ;  the  distant  Apennines 
of  Parma  and  Modena  close  this 
exquisite  panorama  to  the  S.;  whilst 
the  plain  of  Lombardy  stretches  afar 
to  the  E.  until  lost  in  the  horizon. 

Mule  j)aths  lead  up  to  the  Inn 
near  the  summit  from  Orta  through 
Armeno,  and  from  Stresa  and  Baveno 
in  3 j  to  4  hrs. 

[Char  from  Baveno  to  Orta,  12  fr. 
The  carriage-road  follows  the  Dome 
d’Ossola  road  to  Gravellona  {Hie.  iii  'i. 
It  then  turns  to  the  1.,  and  ascends 
continually  through  a  valley  of  no 
remarkable  beauty  to 

Omegna.  This  is  a  village  at 
the  R.  end  of  the  Lake  of  Orta, 
beautifully  situated,  but  containing 
nothing  worth  notice.  There  is  a 
tiny  steamer  on  the  lake. 

The  lake  is  a  more  pleasant  way 
of  reaching  Orta  than  the  road  by 
the  side,  but  takes  soniewdiat  longer. 
The  road  is,  however,  good  and  very 
pretty,  passing  through  chestnut- 
woods  and  fields  covered  with  vines 
and  green  crops.  The  rly.  covers 
the  distance  from  Gravellona  to 
Orta  Stat.  in  |  hr.] 

Orta  (1220  ft.).  Rly.  to  Novara 
^27  m.,  in  hrs.)  ;  to  Domo  d’Os¬ 
sola  (^28^  m.,  in  2  hrs.).  The  stat. 
is  at  Miasiv,o,  a  short  distance  E.  of 
Orta  itself.  This  town  (980  In- 
hab.)  is  delightfully  placed  on  the 
borders  of  the  lake.  The  facilities 
for  fishing,  boating,  and  bathing  in 
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the  lake,  offer  inducements  for  a 
short  stay  in  this  cool  and  delicious 
retirement.  The  charming  villa  of 
Count  ISTatta  has  beautiful  gardens 
above  the  town. 

Along  the  edge  of  the  lake  are 
many  comfortable  houses,  either 
belonging  to  or  hired  by  Milanese 
and  Turinese  families  for  the  sum¬ 
mer. 

The  Monte  Saero,  or  Santuario 
(built  1590),  is  dedicated  to  Saint 
Francis  of  Assisi,  and  is  approached 
by  21  chapels  or  oratories,  like  those 
of  Varallo.  Some  are  elegant  in 
their  architecture  ;  and  they  con¬ 
tain,  as  at  Varallo,  groups  in  terra¬ 
cotta,  representing  scenes  in  the 
life  of  St.  Francis,  of  which  at  least 
seven  are  fair  works  of  art.  The 
ironwork  in  many  of  the  chapels  is 
exquisite  and  well  worthy  atten¬ 
tion.  The  hill  is  covered  with 
noble  firs  and  other  trees,  and  the 
magnolia  and  cactus  are  seen  grow¬ 
ing  in  the  open  air.  The  views 
from  the  Monte  Sacro  are  of  singular 
beauty,  comprising  the  lake,  the 
neighbouring  mountains  covered 
with  wood,  villages  which  speckle 
the  shores  and  sides  of  the  hills, 
the  whole  surmounted  by  the  Alps. 

The  custode  of  the  Monte  is  to  be 
found  at  the  first  chapel  within  the 
gate.  From  Aug.  2  to  Aug.  9  is 
the  great  festival  on  the  Sacro 
Monte.  Vast  numbers  of  people  as¬ 
semble,  and  there  are  booths, 
swings,  &c.,  as  at  a  fair. 

The  Isola  di  San  Giulio,  between 
Orta  and  Pella,  is  an  object  of  sin¬ 
gular  beauty.  The  church  and  vil¬ 
lage  surmount  a  rock  which  rises 
out  of  the  deep  lake  ;  and  the  bright 
buildings  contrast  with  the  blue 
waters  with  a  fairy-like  effect.  The 
church,  partly  modernized  (a  curious 
pulpit),  was  built  on  a  spot  rendered 
sacred  by  the  retreat  of  San  Giulio, 
in  the  4th  cent.  ;  here  his  ashes  are 
preserved  in  a  vault  ;  and  the  verte¬ 
brae  of  a  monstrous  serpent  (in 
reality  bones  of  a  whale),  said  to 
have  been  destroyed  by  the  saint, 
are  shown  as  a  relic. 


The  church  contains  frescoes  by 
P,  Tibaldi ;  a  side  chapel  rudely 
painted  by  an  unknown  master, 
i486  ;  another  entirely  by  Gaudenzio 
Ferrari,  the  chief  subject  the  Virgin 
and  Child  enthroned,  singularly 
graceful,  but  injured  ;  above,  the 
Martyrdom  of  St.  Stephen  ;  on  the 
vaulted  roof  the  4  Doctors  of  the 
Western  Church,  with  the  Evan¬ 
gelistic  symbols  —  interesting  ex¬ 
amples  of  the  pure  Lombard  style  ;  a 
curious  pulpit,  and  bas-reliefs  of  S. 
Giulio  driving  out  snakes  from  the 
island,  Willa,  the  wife  of  Berengar 

11.,  King  of  Italy,  took  refuge  on 
the  island  in  962,  and  defended  it 
resolutely  against  the  Emperor  Otho 

1.,  who  had  invaded  Italy  and  de¬ 
posed  her  husband,  chosen  king  in 
950.  Otho  restored  the  island  to 
the  bishops  of  Novara,  who  had  long 
held  it  before  it  was  seized  by  Be¬ 
rengar. 

On  the  island  is  an  Inn. 

It  was  the  plan  of  General  Chasse- 
loup  to  continue  the  great  route  of 
the  Simplon  along  the  shores  of  the 
Lake  of  Orta ;  but  the  difference  of 
level — Orta  being  550  ft.  higher  than 
the  Lago  Maggiore — led  to  the  adop¬ 
tion  of  the  line  by  Baveno. 

[The  drive  may  be  continued  to 
Arona  (3  hrs.  from  Orta),  over  hilly 
country.  Omnibus  daily.] 

Col  de  Colma. 

Orta  to  Varallo  5  hrs.  [There 
is  a  beautiful  carriage-road  from 
Orta  by  the  S.  end  of  the  lake  and 
through  the  Valduggia  to  Borgo 
Sesia  Stat.,  and  so  to  Varallo.]  The 
lake  is  crossed  by  boat  to 

Pella,  the  village  opposite  Orta, 
where  donkeys  may  be  hired  for 
crossing  the  Colma  to  Varallo  4^  hrs, 
•  On  the  Varallo  side  a  road  has 
been  made  from  Varallo  to  the 
village  of  Civiasco.  By  writing  to 
the  innkeeper  of  the  Italia  at  Varallo 
a  light  cariiage  will  meet  the  travel¬ 
ler  there,  and  will  save  him  an 
hour’s  ride  on  his  donkey  on  a  dusty 
road.  It  takes  about  3  hrs.  to  ride 
from  Pella  to  Civiasco, 
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A  shorter  track  runs  rt.  about  150 
yds.  beyond  the  Col — leaving  Rocca 
on  the  1, — and  joins  the  old  road 
about  j  m.  from  Varallo, 

This  romantic  pass  is  described  in 
Mr.  R.  Browning’s  poem,  By  the 
Fireside.  A  steep  path  leads  up 
the  mountain  side  to  Arola  amidst 
the  richest  vegetation  ;  vines,  figs, 
gourds,  and  fruit-trees,  and  with 
delightful  views  of  the  Lake  of  Orta. 
Forest-trees  offer  their  shade,  and 
the  road  in  some  places  passes 
amidst  precipices  of  granite  in  a 
state  of  decomposition  ;  here  many 
of  the  specimens  sold  at  Baveno  are 
obtained.  Above  these  rocks  the 
path  continues  through  scenes  re¬ 
sembling  the  most  beautiful  park 
scenery  of  England,  and  then  opens 
upon  theCoZ  deColma{:^2i^  ft.),abushy 
common,  where,  from  an  eminence  on 
the  1.,  wide  views  are  presented  of 
the  Lakes  of  Orta  and  Maggiore,  and 
the  plains  of  Lombardy,  and,  to¬ 
wards  the  Alps,  by  mounting  a 
slight  eminence  on  the  1.,  of  Monte 
Rosa. 

The  descent  on  the  other  side  is  not 
less  beautiful.  The  Val  Sesia  is  seen 
in  the  deep  distance,  richly  wooded 
and  studded  with  churches  and 
villages  ;  the  path  leads  down  by 
sunny  glades  and  slopes,  which 
sometimes  recall  the  most  agreeable 
recollections  of  home  to  an  English 
traveller.  At  Civiasco  there  is  a  very 
picturesque  C/tape^,painted  outside  and 
in  by  pupils  of  GraudenzioEerrari ;  over 
the  entrance  is  a  lunette  by  himself, 
now  under  glass,  of  great  beauty. 
Below  the  village  are  quarries,  for¬ 
merly  worked  for  the  buildings  of 
Varallo,  buried  in  a  forest  of  enor¬ 
mous  walnut  and  chestnut  trees. 
Issuing  from  this  wild  dell,  the  tra¬ 
veller  shortly  finds  himself  in  the 
Val  Sesia  at  Rocca,  about  i  m.  from 

Varallo.  SeeRte.  117. 

B.  Val  Strona. 

The  bridle-path  from  Omegna  to 
Varallo  by  the  Val  Strona  involves  a 
considerable  circuit,  but  the  scenery 
will  amply  compensate  the  traveller 


for  his  extra  labour.  The  distance, 
14  hrs.,  might  be  accomplished  in 
one  day  by  an  active  pedestrian,  but 
it  is  a  better  plan  to  sleep  at  Eobello, 
where  there  are  good  country  Inns. 

The  Val  Strona  is  a  narrow  glen 
whose  steep  sides  are  clothed  with 
fine  forest-trees  and  a  beautiful  and 
varied  vegetation.  From  Omegna  a 
rough  paved  path,  in  some  parts 
rather  steep,  ascends  the  valley, 
through  chestnut  -  woods,  and  at 
every  turn  presents  new  pictures  of 
exquisite  beauty.  It  passes  Chesio 
rt.  and  Strona  1.  to  Form,  hr.,  and 
ascends  over  rough  ground  to  Piana 
di  Forno,  and  then  easily  up  beech- 
covered  slopes  to 

Campello,  hr.,  a  very  pictur¬ 
esque  village,  but  not  offering  good 
quarters.  Here  the  path  turns  1., 
leaving  the  source  of  the  Strona  and 
a  track  to  the  Val  Anzasca  rt,,  and 
ascends  first  over  rocks  and  then  by 
slopes  of  grass  to  the 

Bocchetta  or  Colie  di  Campello,  hr. 
It  is  a  pass  of  no  great  height  (6319 
ft.)  on  the  ridge  which  separates  the 
Val  Strona  from  the  Val  Mastallone. 
The  Monte  Rosa,  of  which  5  peaks, 
rising  like  turrets  from  the  pro¬ 
digious  wall  which  forms  its  eastern 
face,  are  from  12  to  14  m.  distant, 
presents  one  of  the  grandest  views 
to  be  seen  in  the  Alps.  A  steep 
descent  of  ij;  hr.  leads  to  the  village 
of  Himella  in  the  Val  Mastallone, 
I  hr.  from  Ferrera.  Accommodation 
may  be  had  at  Rimella,  but  it  is 
better  to  push  on  to 

Fobello.  The  carriage-road  thence 
to  Varallo  is  described  in  Rte,  122. 
[From  Rimella  there  is  a  mule-path 
by  the  Col  d’Orchetta  (5971  ft.)  to 
Ponte  Grande  in  about  6  hrs.  At 
the  last  hamlet  of  the  valley  it 
crosses  the  torrent,  and  turning  1., 
ascends  by  a  lateral  stream  to  a 
group  of  high  chalets,  where  milk 
can  be  obtained.  Thence  up  steep 
and  bare  ground  to  the  col,  which  is 
a  grassy  hollow  marked  by  a  cross, 
2|  hrs.  from  Rimella.  Ponte  Grande 
is  seen  far  down  in  the  Val  Amzasca, 
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bTit  the  Pizzo  del  More  and  Pizzo 
Tignaga  conceal  the  Monte  Rosa 
peaks.  The  descent  is  long  and 
steej),  over  rolling  stones  to  the  Alpi 
d’Orchetta,  then  by  meadows  to  the 
Baranca  path,  i  hr.  above  Ponte 
Grande,  which  is  reached  in  3^  hrs, 
from  the  coL] 

Another  way  from  Omegna  to 
Varallo,  rather  longer  and  more 
laborious  than  the  ordinary  route 
by  the  Col  do  Colma,  but  much 
shorter  than  that  by  the  Val  Strona, 
is  by  the  village  of  Quarna,  and  from 
thence  over  the  Monte  Massucone  (4672 
the  Monte  della  Croce  (5394  ft.), to 
Caniasco.  The  former  mountain  is  a 
somewhat  enlarged  edition  of  theMot- 
tarone,  which  lies  a  few  miles  fa  rther 
E.  It  is  situated  nearer  Monte  Rosa, 
but  is  not  so  centrally  placed  in  re¬ 
gard  to  the  lakes.  By  this  route 
Omegna  is  about  8  hrs.’  walk  from 
Varallo. 


ROUTE  119. 

VARALLO  TO  ALAGNA. 

SESIA. 


THE  VAL 


Eng.  m. 


9j 

i6| 

20  \- 

2l| 


Varallo 

Balmuccia 

Seopa 

Mollia 

Riva 

Alagna 


A  good  carriage-road. 

The  Val  Sesia  offers  scenery  of 
less  rugged  grandeur  than  some  of 
its  lateral  valleys  ;  but  many  land¬ 
scapes  of  great  beauty  are  passed, 
the  fine  forms  and  rich  wooding  of 
the  mountain  slopes,  the  sometimes 
tranquil,  often  furious  course  of  the 
Sesia  and  traces  of  ancient  glacier 
action  being  the  most  striking 
features.  At  Balmuccia  the  wild  Val 
Sermenza^  called  also  Val  Piccola, 
opens  on  the  rt.  (Rte.  122).  The 
next  village  is  Scopa. 

At  Scopello  there  are  many 
smelting-houses,  where  the  copper 


ore  of  the  now  abandoned  mines  was 
reduced.  Chars  can  be  obtained 
from  Scopello  to  Varallo,  7^  fr.  ;  2 
hrs. 

There  is  not  much  variation  in  the 
scenery,  though  the  whole  is  pleas¬ 
ing.  The  road  passes  Piocle,  Cam- 
pertogno  and 

Mollia,  beyond  which,  to  the  left 
of  the  road,  is  one  of  the  largest  of 
the  serpentine  blocks  (with  a  little 
chapel  on  it  )  in  the  Val  Sesia,  trans¬ 
ported  by  the  glaciers  in  ancient 
times. 

Riva  Val  Dobbia,  3648  ft.,  the 
chief  of  the  high  villages  in  the  val¬ 
ley  ;  picturesque  from  a  distance. 
It  is  situated  at  the  confluence  of 
the  torrents  of  the  Vogna  and  the 
Sesia  at  the  foot  of  the  Col  de  Val 
Dobbia  (Rte.  123), 

The  Church  of  Riva  will  surprise  the 
traveller  by  its  excessive  decoration, 
and  the  real  talent  with  which  it  is 
painted  within  and  without,  chiefly 
by  one  of  the  numerous  artists  whom 
the  Val  Sesia  has  produced — Mel- 
chiorre  d’Enrico,  a  native  of  Alagna. 
The  external  paintings  have  a  re¬ 
markable  freshness,  though  they 
have  existed  more  than  200  years 
exposed  to  the  weather  in  this  high 
valley,  thus  proving  the  dryness  and 
purity  of  the  air. 

The  view  of  Monte  Rosa  from  Riva 
is  magnificent ;  its  enormous  masses, 
covered  with  snow  and  ice,  rise  at 
the  head  of  the  Val  Sesia,  and  form 
a  scene  of  extraordinary  grandeur. 

About  m.  above  Riva  is 

Alagna,  3908  ft.,  beautifully  situ¬ 
ated. 

For  passes  and  excursions  from 
Alagna,  see  Rte.  123. 


ROUTE  120. 

HOMO  d’ossola  to  macugnaga 

BY  THE  VAL  ANZASCA. 

Eng.  m. 

Domo  d’Ossola 
7  .  .  .  Piedimnl^ra 
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3  ...  Castiglione 

4^  .  .  .  Ponte  Grande 

2  ...  Vanzone 

.  .  .  Prequartera 

3  ...  Pestarena 

3  ...  Macugnaga 

A  good  carriage-road  from  the 
Piedimiilera  Stat.  on  the  Domo  d’Os- 
sola  rly.  (7  m.  or  18  min.  from 
Domo)  to  Ceppo  Morelli,  a  little 
above  Vanzone  ;  after  that  a  mule- 
path.  About  7I  hrs.  up  to  Macu- 
gnaga,  6  hrs.  down  ;  char  to  Ceppo, 
12  fr.,  to  Ponte  Grande,  7  fr.  Post 
cart  with  4  places  plies  between  the 
stat.  and  Ceppo.  Mules  are  to  be 
had  at  Ponte  Grande,  and  at  Ceppo 
Morelli. 

ValAnzasea  combines  all  that  is 
most  lovely  in  Italian  with  all  that 
is  most  grand  in  Swiss  scenery. 
The  mountain  sides  are  covered 
with  vines,  figs,  chestnuts,  and  wal¬ 
nuts,  the  architecture  of  Italy  is 
around,  the  sky  of  Italy  above. 
Against  it  rises  one  of  the  noblest 
mountain  shapes  of  the  Alps,  the 
great  eastern  face  of  Monte  Rosa. 

It  is  difficult  to  decide  whether 
this  and  the  following  rtes.  should 
be  taken  from  the  Italian  or  the 
Swiss  side.  The  Val  Anzasca  is  cer¬ 
tainly  seen  to  greater  advantage  by 
the  traveller  who  ascends  the  valley 
with  Monte  Rosa  facing  him  all  the 
way.  But  the  effect  of  the  unrival¬ 
led  view  from  the  summit  of  the 
Moro  is  enhanced  by  the  abruptness 
with  which  it  is  presented  to  him 
who  arrives  from  the  Swiss  side, 
and  the  views  in  descending  the 
Moro  towards  the  Val  Anzasca  are 
finer  than  on  the  side  of  Saas. 
In  either  case,  the  only  way  to  do 
justice  to  the  attractions  of  this  val¬ 
ley  is  to  halt  one  or  more  days 
at  Ponte  Grande  and  Macugnaga. 
Ladies  can  cross  the  Moro  with  less 
fatigue  from  Saas  than  from  Macu¬ 
gnaga,  as  in  the  former  case  they 
may  ride  very  nearly  to  the  top 
of  the  pass.  j 

The  Inns  at  Macugnaga  are  very  | 
fair  ;  the  Inns  at  Ponte  Grande  I 


and  Ceppo  Morelli  are  tolerable.  The 
other  villages  are  small,  and  their 
Inns  j)oor. 

The  line  from  Domo  d’Ossola  runs 
in  a  nearly  straight  past  Villa  cVOssola 
Stat.  [Here  the  Antrona  valley  joins 
the  main  valley,  Rte.  iii]  to 

Piedimulera  Stat.  (801  ft.),  the 
first  village  in  the  Val  Anzasca. 

Here  lives  the  receiver  of  the  gold 
and  other  mines  situated  near  the 
head  of  the  valley. 

The  road  ascends  along  the  1.  bk. 
of  the  Anza,  and  traverses  two 
short  tunnels  in  the  rock.  It 
is  carried  high  up  along  the  vine- 
clad  slopes,  and  commands  a  noble 
view  downwards  over  the  Val  d’Os¬ 
sola  and  upwards  towards  Mte.  Rosa, 
which  comes  into  sight  soon  after  en¬ 
tering  the  valley,  and  gives  inde¬ 
scribable  beauty  to  the  distance, 
while  the  near  mountains  falling  in 
wooded  slopes  on  either  side,  form  a 
magnificent  foreground.  The  un¬ 
rivalled  prospect  is  seen  to  great  ad¬ 
vantage  just  before  reaching. 

Castiglione,  The  road  pas-^-es 
rt.  Calasca,  then  descends  to  the  Anzji, 
and  runs  some  distance  along  its 
banks.  There  is  a  pi’etty  waterfall 
bursting  out  of  the  Val  Bianca 
shortly  before  reaching 

Ponte  Grande.  This  is  the  cen¬ 
tral  point  of  the  lower  Val  Anzasca, 
and  the  best  position  for  a  halt  of  a 
few  days.  It  is  a  considerable  vil¬ 
lage  (1719  ft.)  with  a  jjost-office,  in 
a  beautiful  position  at  the  junction 
of  the  Val  Olocchia  with  Val  Anzas¬ 
ca,  and  receives  its  name  from  a 
bridge  of  a  single  arch  across  the  An¬ 
za.  Here,  and  elsewhere  in  Val  An¬ 
zasca,  the  neat  dress  of  the  women, 
the  general  cleanliness  of  the  people, 
their  cheerfulness  and  independence, 
and  the  rareness  of  goitre,  will  be  re¬ 
marked  with  pleasure,  as  contrast¬ 
ing  with  other  parts  of  Piedmont. 

To  the  S.,  through  Bannio  (the 
chief  village  of  the  Val  Anzasca),  on 
the  opj)Osite  bank,  are  the  rtes.  to  the 
Baranca  Pass  to  Fobello  in  Val  Mas- 
tallone  in  5  hrs.,  ami  the  Col  d'Egua 
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to  Rimasco  in  Val  Sermenza,  in  7^ 
Ill’s.  (Rte.  122). 

Vanzone  (2221  ft.).  See  the  view 
from  the  terrace  in  front  of  the 
chapel,  a  little  above  the  village. 

Ceppo  Morelli.  Here  the  car¬ 
riage  road  ends  for  the  present,  but 
the  continuation  to  Macugnap  has 
been  already  begun.  There  is  a  re¬ 
markable  hriclge,  very  steep,  spring¬ 
ing  on  one  side  from  a  boulder  stone. 
By  crossing  this  bridge  and  return¬ 
ing  through  a  path  in  the  pine  wood 
near  the  river  many  ferns  may  be 
found.  A  little  way  above  this  vil¬ 
lage  is  one  of  the  finest  views  in  the 
valley,  where  the  vast  height  of 
Monte  Rosa  may  be  fully  apprecia¬ 
ted,  as  it  towers  into  the  sky.  There 
is  a  short  cut.  for  pedestrians  from 
Ceppo  Morelli  to  Campioli  and  again 
from  the  Ponte  del  Valt  to  Borca, 
along  a  wooden  staging  raised  above 
the  bed  of  the  stream,  and  formerly 
used  as  a  wood-slide. 

[At  Prequartera  a  path  branches 
off  (^rt.)  into  the  Saas  Thai  by  the 
Fasso  Mondelli,  9321  ft.,  6  hrs.,  nearer 
than  the  pass  by  the  More,  but  with¬ 
out  its  fine  view  of  Monte  Rosa.] 

A  spur  descending  from  the  Pizzo 
della  Caccia,  called  theMorghen,  here 
divides  the  Val  Anzasca  from  Macu- 
gnaga.  (The  distinction  is  further 
marked  by  the  languages  spoken  by 
the  people  ;  above  this  German  pre¬ 
vails,  below  it  Italian.)  This  vast 
mass  of  mountain  nearly  closing  up 
the  valley,  is  cleft  by  a  deep  and 
savage  gorge  for  the  Anza  to  escape. 

At  Campoli  where  the  river  is¬ 
sues  out  of  the  gorge,  the  bridle- 
road  crosses  to  the  rt.  bank,  and 
passes  in  a  steep  ascent  over  this 
rocky  barrier  by  the  hamlet  of  Mor- 
ghen.  It  next  descends  rapidly  and 
returns  to  the  1.  bank  by  the  Ponte 
del  Valt. 

Pestarena  is  a  miserable  village, 
whose  inhabitants  earn  their  liveli¬ 
hood  in  the  mines  of  gold,  silver, 
and  copper.  The  gold  occurs  in 
very  small  quantities,  combined 


with  (pyrites)  sulphuret  of  iron. 
The  ore  is  pounded  and  ground, 
and  the  metal  is  obtained  from  it 
by  amalgamation  in  the  proportion 
of  6  grammes,  or  at  the  best  10,  of 
gold  to  100  kilogrammes  of  ore. 
The  mine  is  worked  by  an  English 
Company,  which  in  1880-81,  won 
7249  oz.  of  gold,  worth  ,^25562. 
Its  net  profits  were  ^(4,390.  There 
are  not  many  places  in  Piedmont 
where  gold  is  found. 

The  road  ascends  steeply,  passing 
the  adits  of  many  mines  ;  it  is 
crossed  by  numerous  torrents,  which 
cut  it  up,  or  cover  it  with  rubbish, 
rendering  the  ascent  toilsome. 

35  min.  above  Pestarena,  the 
traveller  comes  on  the  very  mag¬ 
nificent  view  of  Monte  Rosa,  at  a 
village  called 

Borca  (no  good  Inn),  about  2  m. 
below  Macugnaga  ;  the  black-cock  is 
found  here.  At  Borca,  and  above  it, 
a  German  patois  is  the  language 
of  the  people,  though  as  Italian 
is  taught  in  the  schools,  it 
is  rapidly  superseding  the  histori¬ 
cal  language  of  this  glen  at 
the  head  of  the  Anzasca  valley. 
The  path  over  the  Turlo  Pass  to 
Alagna  (Rte.  123)  diverges  1. 
[Pedestrians  down  the  valley  may 
follow  the  wood-slide  path  from 
Borca  to  the  Ponte  del  Valt,  and 
again  from  Campioli  to  Ceppo 
Morelli.  In  the  gorge  it  is  broken 
away.] 

The  commune  of  Maciignaga(7i8 
Inhab.),  consists  of  several  hamlets, 
Pestarena,  Borca,  in  der  Stapf 
(Staffa),  auf  der  Rive  (Rippa\ 
Zertannen  (Pecetto\  in  der  Tifte 
(Testa),  and  in  der  Eie  (Isella). 
Borca  is  i|  m.,  |  hr.’s  walk  from 
Pestarena,  and  as  far  from  the  rest, 
which  lie  only  a  few  minutes’  walk 
apart  from  one  another. 

Macugnaga  (Staffa). 

Visitors  should  stop  some  days 
at  Macugnaga  to  enjoy  the  noble 
scenery.  The  village,  4354  ft.  above 
the  sea,  is  situated  in  a  grassy  basin 
or  luxuriant  meadow,  studded  with 
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hamlets.  (The  glacier  torrent, 
owing  probably  to  the  sudden 
bursting  of  a  sub-glacial  reservoir, 
has  ruined  some  of  the  meadow- 
land  by  covering  it  with  mud  and 
boulders.)  It  is  shut  in  on  all  sides 
by  towering  Alps.  To  the  N.  are 
the  exceedingly  steep  sloj)es — partly 
rock,  partly  turf — of  the  More  ;  to 
the  S.  the  precipices  and  forests  of 
the  Pizzo  Bianco  ;  to  the  W.  the 
head  of  the  valley,  a  recess  filled 
with  ice,  and  circled  round  for 
many  a  mile  by  the  cliffs  of  Monte 
Eosa.  The  old  ch.,  with  an  ancient 
linden-tree  beside  it,  is  a  picturesque 
object.  There  is  an  inscription  on 
the  lower  part  of  the  plain  cam¬ 
panile,  stating  that  this  building 
was  begun  on  June  7,  1580,  but  it  is 
certain  that  this  refers  to  its 
restoration,  and  not  to  its  original 
construction  (unless  of  the  cam- 
jDanile  alone),  for  the  church  of 
St.  Mary  and  its  parson  are 
mentioned  in  a  deed  of  sale  of 
1317  (Bannio  is  the  only  church 
in  the  valley  which  is  older),  while 
the  pointed  S.  doorway  with  its 
drip-moulding,  and  the  traceried 
windows  of  the  choir  (one  at  least 
Geometrical,  the  others  showing 
traces  of  Flamboyant  infiuence)  not 
merely  point  back  to  the  14th  cent, 
as  the  date  of  its  foundation,  but 
prove  its  Teutonic  origin,  so  that  the 
building  itself  is  a  monument  of 
the  German  colonization  from  the 
Valais.  (See  below.)  A  new  ch. 
was  erected  about  1841. 

Excursion. — The  great  object  of 
a  visit  to  Macugnaga  is  the  view  of 
Monte  Rosa,  which  is  not  surpassed, 
if  it  can  be  equalled,  by  any  scene 
in  the  Alps.  In  fine  weather  it 
may  be  enjoyed  to  perfection  by  the 
following  walk,  which  will  occupy 
8  or  9  hrs.,  or  the  best  part  of  the 
day. 

Ascend  the  meadows,  and  after 
crossing  the  Anza,  mount  the  huge 
ancient  moraine,  now  covered  with 
stately  pines  and  called  the  Belvedere, 
against  which  the  glacier  divides 
into  two  ice-streams.  This  is  one 

[SMJi'fe.  II.] 


of  the  finest  points  of  view  ;  and 
those  who  are  not  inclined  to  make 
the  whole  tour  may  return  hence 
to  Macugnaga.  Ladies  can  go  part 
of  the  way  on  mules,  or  the  whole 
way  in  a  chaise-a-porteurs. 

Then  cross  the  north  arm  of  the 
glacier  to  the  chalets  of  Jazzi,  at  the 
foot  of  the  Cima  di  Jazzi,  and  walk 
along  the  lateral  moraine  to  the 
chalets  of  -Fillar,  at  the  foot  of  the 
northernmost  peak  of  Monte  Rosa, 
called  the  Nord  End,  and  just 
below  the  Old  Weiss  Thor  Pass. 

Now  cross  the  moraine,  enter 
upon  the  glacier,  and  j)roceed  along 
it  for  some  distance.  The  ice  is 
crevassed,  but  with  a  guide  there 
is  no  danger.  The  surface  after  a 
time  becomes  more  even,  and  may 
be  traversed  for  a  considerable 
distance,  but  a  convenient  goal  is 
a  singular  waterfall,  where  a  stream 
precipitates  itself  into  a  chasm  in 
the  ice.  The  view  from  this  spot 
is  exceedingly  striking  ;  the  obser¬ 
ver  stands  in  the  middle  of  a  vast 
amphitheatre,  of  which  the  snow- 
clad  walls  form  some  of  the  highest 
mountains  in  Europe.  Commencing 
on  the  east,  are  the  Pizzo  Bianco, 
and  Cima  della  Pissa,  from  which 
a  snow-sheeted  ridge  leads  to  the 
great  central  group  of  Monie  Bosa, 
whose  precipitous  sides  descend 
immediately  7000  or  8000  ft.  in 
one  almost  unbroken  slope  to 
plunge  below  the  ice  on  which  the 
traveller  stands.  Glaciers  hang 
from  these  amazing  crags,  and 
avalanches  of  great  magnitude 
are  often  seen  to  detach  them¬ 
selves  and  fall  with  a  noise 
like  thunder.  From  the  summits 
of  Monte  Rosa  another  ridge  extends 
northwards  to  the  Cima  di  Jazzi, 
and  then,  bending  eastwards,  to 
the  pass  of  the  Monte  Moro,  which 
is  well  seen. 

Leave  the  glacier  on  its  eastern 
edge,  and  descend  the  moraine  to 
the  chalets  of  Petriolo,  near  which 
are  some  enormous  fragments  of 
rock  that  have  probably  fallen  from 
the  Pizzo  Bianco ;  one  is  500  ft. 
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in  circumference,  and  about  120  ft. 
high,  and  is  perhaps  the  largest 
block  to  be  found  in  the  Alps. 

From  Petriolo  a  return  track  leads 
along  the  mountain-side  on  the 
south  of  the  glacier  often  at  a 
great  and  commanding  height,  and 
a  steep  and  intricate  descent  through 
the  forest  brings  the  traveller  back 
to  Macugnaga. 

A  few  words  on  the  topography  of 
Monte  Rosa  may  not  be  out  of  place 
here.  It  is  by  no  means  a  single 
summit,  but  a  knot  or  union  of  two 
ridges  or  chains  crossing  each  other 
at  right  angles,  so  that  its  ground 
plan  may  be  said  to  resemble  a  + . 
The  N.E.  angle  forms  the  head  of  the 
Val  Anzasca,  and  encloses  the  glacier 
of  Macugnaga,  as  the  N.W.  does  that 
of  Gorner,  near  Zermatt :  the  S.E.  is 
the  head  of  the  Val  Sesia,  and  the 
S.W.  under  the  Lyskamm  the  cradle 
the  Lys  Glacier  and  the  head  of  the 
valley  of  Gressoney. 

The  four  principal  peaks  are 
ranged  along  the  north  ray  of  the 
cross,  and  are  all  visible  from  Ma¬ 
cugnaga.  Beginning  at  the  left  hand, 
or  south  end,  the  first  is  the  Signal 
Kup2ie  (14,965  ft.  )  ;  the  second,  a 
snowy  pinnacle,  the  Zumstein  Spitze 
(15,004  ft.)  ;  the  third,  a  rocky  tooth, 
the  Hochste  Spitze,  whose  highest  crag 
is  15,217  ft.  above  the  sea  ;  and  the 
fourth,  or  most  northerly,  the  Nord 
End  (15,132  ft.). 

The  pass  from  Macugnaga  to  Zer¬ 
matt,  formerly  known  as  the  Weiss 
Thor,  lies  between  the  Cima  di  Jazzi 
and  the  Nord  End  of  Monte  Rosa, 
and  is  said  to  have  been  frequently 
crossed  since  the  i6th  cent,  by  parties 
of  pilgrims  on  their  way  to  Varallo. 
For  many  years  past  the  guides  have 
asserted  that  the  old  j)ass  (most 
probably  lying  close  under  the  cliffs 
of  the  Jilgerhorn,  just  N.  of  the  Nord 
End),  is  no  longer  practicable,  owing 
to  the  accumulation  of  ice  over  the 
edge  of  the  precipice,  yet  it  was  cer¬ 
tainly  traversed  by  M.  Adolf  Schlag- 
intweit  in  1851,  and  parallel  passes 
in  1861  by  Mr.  Tuckett  and  by  Prof. 
Tyndall — allnotunfrequently  crossed 


since.  The  New  Weiss  Thor  Pass  is 
described  in  Rte.  127.  A  way  to  it 
from  Macugnaga,  easier  but  longer 
than  the  ordinary  i*te.,  is  from  the 
top  of  the  Moro  Pass,  by  the  Seewinen 
and  Schwarzenberg  Glaciers  (3  hrs. 
from  col  to  col).  This  is  the  Arete 
Blanche  of  the  old  accounts.  (Rtes. 
121  and  127.) 

On  July  22,  1872,  an  ascent  was 
made  direct  from  the  Macugnaga 
Gl.  to  the  Hochste  Spitze.  Its  pos¬ 
sibility  had  been  conceived  by  a  Saas 
man,  Ferdinand  Imseng,  settled  at 
Macugnaga,  and  under  his  guidance 
the  Messrs.  Pendlebury,  the  Rev.  C. 
Taylor,  and  2  other  guides  reached 
the  top  in  13  hrs.  from  their  bivouac, 
4I  hrs.  above  Macugnaga.  This  as¬ 
cent  is  one  of  the  most  dangerous  in 
the  Alps  on  account  of  avalanches, 
but  unluckily  the  Italian  Aljjine 
Club  have  built  a  lofty  hut,  the 
Marinelli  hut  (named  from  an 
Italian  climber  who  in  1881  with 
his  guide  was  killed  by  an  ava¬ 
lanche  while  making  the  ascent), 
to  facilitate  the  expedition,  which  is 
not  in  itself  difiicult  but  an  extremely 
unsafe  one. 

Visitors  who  return  by  the  Val 
Anzasca,  should  devote  a  day  to  the 
ascent  of  the  Monte  Moro  pass,  and, 
if  possible,  of  the  Joderhorn  (9974  ft.  ), 
to  the  E.  of  it.  A  far  grander  sum¬ 
mit  is  the  Pizzo  Bianco  (10,552  ft.), 
reached  in  6  hrs.  up,  3  down.  Ma¬ 
cugnaga  is  a  resting-place  on  the 
tour  of  Monte  Rosa  by  glacier  passes 
(see  Rte.  127,  at  end).  The  moun¬ 
taineer  reaches  it  by  the  New  Weiss 
Thor,  and  leaves  it  by  the 

Col  delle  Loccie  (11,001  ft.),  over  the 
ridge  connecting  the  Monte  delle 
Loccie  with  the  Signal  Kuppe,  and 
leading  to  the  head  of  the  Val  Sesia. 
This  is  a  fine  but  difficult  pass,  only 
fit  for  practised  mountaineers,  and 
14  hrs.  to  Alagna.  It  is  best  taken 
from  this  side.  The  way  to  it  lies 
along  the  glacier  as  far  as  possible, 
then  by  a  climb  on  the  rocks  to  the 
rt.,  and  finally  by  a  steep  ice-slope. 
The  descent  to  Val  Sesia  is  compara¬ 
tively  easy. 
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The  Turlo  Pass  to  Alagna  is  de¬ 
scribed  in  Rte.  123. 

For  a  full  account  of  the  smaller 
excursions  which  can  be  made  from 
the  Val  Anzasca,  see  Bazetta  and 
Brusoni,  Guide  de  I’Ossola ;  for  the 
more  difficult  ones,  vol.  ii  of  Con¬ 
way’s  Pennine  Guide, 

The  German -speaking  colony  at 
Macugnaga  has  been  the  subject  of 
much  investigation.  It  now  seems 
clear  from  a  careful  examination  of 
the  documents  that  in  999  the  Bene¬ 
dictine  Abbey  at  Arona  obtained, 
by  exchange  from  the  archbishop  of 
Milan,  the  ‘  alp  ’  or  pasturage  of  Ma¬ 
cugnaga,  which  certainly  as  late  as 
1256,  perhaps  as  1262,  was  still  in 
its  possession  and  not  yet  used  for 
arable  purposes.  But  when  the  Val 
Anzasca  came  in  1247  into  the  hands 
of  the  Counts  of  Biandrate,  a  power¬ 
ful  family  taking  its  name  from  a 
small  town  on  the  Sesia  near  Novara 
(^who  were  also  the  lords  of  Visp 
B’om  about  that  time).  Count  Godfrey 
in  1250  established  a  colony  of 
Italian-speaking  folk  from  the  Val 
Anzasca  in  the  ‘  alp  ’  or  pasturage  of 
Saas  on  the  other  side  of  the  Monte 
More.  The  ‘  alp  ’  of  Macugnaga  also 
came  into  the  hands  of  the  same 
family  and  they  established  there  a 
German-speaking  colony  from  the 
Valais,  some  time  between  1262  and 
1291.  As  in  the  latter  year  an 
elaborate  treaty  was  made  between 
the  men  of  Saas  and  of  Macugnaga 
to  put  an  end  to  disputes  amongst 
the  herdsmen,  it  would  seem  as  if 
the  Macugnaga  colony  had  been 
established  already  some  time. 

This  is  the  authentic  history  of 
the  two  colonies.  Italian  traces  still 
remaining  in  names,  etc.,  at  Saas, 
and  German  at  Macugnaga  (e.  g.  the 
Anza  river  is  still  known  as  the 
Visp). 

Perhaps  the  German  -  speaking 
colony  at  Alagna  and  Riva  in  the 
Sesia  valley  (with  its  offshoots  at 
Rima  and  Rimella)  was  also  settled 
there  by  the  Counts  of  Biandrate 
(who  had  large  estates  there\  if  so 
before  1270  ;  but  it  is  also  possible 


that  it  may  have  come  over  from  the 
Lys  valley,  the  upper  part  of  which 
belonged  to  the  bishops  of  Sion,  and 
was  certainly  inhabited  by  German¬ 
speaking  Valais  men  as  early  as  1218, 
who  probably  came  in  the  12th  cent, 
by  way  of  the  Theodule  and  the 
Ayas  valley  to  the  W. 

All  these  colonies  form  part  of  the 
great  13th  cent,  emigration  of  Ger¬ 
man-speaking  people  from  the  Valais, 
traces  of  which  have  been  pointed 
out  in  other  parts  of  this  work  at 
Davos,  in  the  Rhein wald  district  and 
neighbounng  glens,  in  the  Val  For- 
mazza,  and  at  Ornavasso  near  Domo 
d’Ossola.  Their  history  is  being  now 
worked  out  from  the  documents,  but 
no  complete  recent  monograph  on 
the  whole  question  has  yet  been 
published.  The  following  essays  are, 
however,  worth  consulting  : — 

1.  Alb.  Schott,  Bie  Deutschen  Colo- 
nien  in  Piemont  (Stuttgart,  1842). 

2.  H.  Bresslau,  Zur  Geschichte  der 
Deutschen  Gemeinden  im  Gehiet  des  Monte 
Rosa  und  im  Ossolathai  ;  an  excellent 
article  in  No.  93  of  Koner’s  Zeitschrift 
der  Gesellschaft  fiXr  Erdkunde  zu  Berlin 
(Berlin,  1881). 

3.  Julius  Studer,  Walliser  und  Wed- 
ser  (Zurich,  1886).. 
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A.  MACUGNAGA  TO  VISP - MONTE 

MORO - SAAS. 

B.  PASSES  OVER  THE  FLETSCH- 

HORN  RANGE. 

C.  PASSES  OVER  THE  SAASGRAT. 


Hrs. 

Macugnaga 

4 

Summit  of  Moro  Pass 

2 

Mattmark  See 

2 

Saas 

Stalden 

Visp 

A.  The  pass  of  Monte  Moro  is  one 

of  the 

least  difficult  over  the  main 

chain 

between  the  Great  St.  Ber- 

nard  and  the  Simplon  :  still  it  is  not 
practicable  for  horses,  though  there 
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are  traces  both  on  it  and  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  Antrona  Pass  of  old  j)aved 
horse-roads. 

Near  it  occur  a  number  of  names 
wliich  lend  themselves  to  an  Arabic 
derivation,  and  have  been  considered 
as  evidence  of  the  establishment  in 
the  Saas  valley  of  a  colony  of  the 
Saracens,  who  in  the  loth  cent, 
infested  the  Alpine  passes  and 
robbed  and  murdered  pilgrims  (Rte. 
135,  and  Alpine  Journal,  Nos.  64 
and  65), 

The  following  list  and  derivations 
have  been  given  ;  Mte.  Moro  itself ; 
Calasca  (KaTah,  ^a  castle’ — cf.  the 
alcalas  and  calatas  in  Spain  and 
Sicily  )  ;  the  hamlet  Morghen;  Al- 
magel  (Al-mahal,  ‘the  watch  post’)  ; 
Mattmark  (Matt  mar,  ‘the  Moor’s 
meadow’)  ;  Eien  (Ain,  ‘a  fountain’)  ; 
Distel  Alp  (?)  ;  Allalein  (Ala  Tain,  ‘at 
the  source’ — a  very  graphic  name 
for  its  position  in  reference  to  the 
ice  cataract  and  the  Visp  torrent)  ; 
Miscliahel  (pronounced  like  ‘  Mi-ge- 
])el,’  (?)  Mont  Gibello)  ;  Balfrin,  ‘the 
peak  with  2  sources.’  The  settle¬ 
ment  of  Saracens  at  Saas  is  not  im¬ 
possible  ;  but  further  proof  seems  to 
be  required  before  it  can  be  affirmed 
as  an  ascertained  historical  fact. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  certain 
that  in  1250  the  Saas  valley  was 
colonized  by  Italian-speaking  men 
from  the  Val  Anzasca  (Rte.  120 
ad  finem'^,  of  which  settlement 
traces  still  subsist,  though  obscured 
by  the  results  of  the  Teutonic 
occupation  of  the  Visp  valleys  by 
the  men  of  the  upper  reaches  of 
the  Valais  at  the  end  of  the  14th 
cent.  ;  many  of  the  names  men¬ 
tioned  above  seem  to  be  really  Italian 
in  a  German  dress. 

The  colonies  of  Italians  at  Saas 
( 1250), and  of  Valaisans  at  Macugnaga 
(1262-1291),  imply  the  frequent  use 
of  the  Monte  Moro,  but  the  first  dis¬ 
tinct  mention  of  a  path  across  it 
occurs  in  a  document  of  1403,  by 
which  the  men  of  the  two  valleys 
agree  to  keep  in  repair  the  road  on 
their  respective  sides  of  the  pass,  and 
in  1410  the  Valais  men  made  a  raid 


across  it,  but  were  defeated  at  Van- 
zone,  It  was  much  used  in  the  15th 
and  i6th  cents,  by  pilgrims  to  Va- 
rallo,  and  persons  going  to  the  fair 
at  Macugnaga  or  at  Vogogna.  The 
name  seems  to  be  a  cross  between 
the  old  names,  —  Magganaberg  (  = 
Macugnaga  mountain  or  pass),  and 
Mons  Mmiis,  a  Latinized  form,  refer¬ 
ring  to  the  Martinswald  or  Matt- 
wald  below  Saas,  frequently  men¬ 
tioned  in  old  documents.  The 
latter  name  appears  also  under  the 
form  Mundmar  and  is  connected  with 
the  name  Mattmark.  In  -any  case 
the  name  of  the  pass  has  nothing  to 
do  with  Lodovico  il  Moro,  Duke  of 
Milan. 

The  S.  side  of  the  pass  is  too  rugged 
for  mules,  but  on  the  N,  they  can  go 
as  far  as  Thalliboden  within  an  hour 
of  the  summit,  and  therefore  those 
who  cannot  walk  well  can  cross  the 
pass  best  from  the  N.  Ckaises-d- 
porteurs  can  be  had  at  Macugnaga, 
but  the  charges  are  high. 

The  ascent  is  a  steady  and  steep 
pull  of  four  hours.  The  path  lies  at 
first  through  a  straggling  forest,  but 
the  green  alp  is  soon  attained,  and 
the  scene  thence  presented  is  most 
magnificent — all  the  splendour  of 
Mte,  Rosa  is  open  to  the  view,  from 
its  peaks,  still  thousands  of  feet  above 
the  spectator,  to  the  basin  of  Ma¬ 
cugnaga,  now  far  below.  Such  a 
scene  cannot  be  conceived,  and  once 
beheld  can  never  be  forgotten.  From 
the  high  pastures  the  path  traverses 
a  stony  and  barren  slope  to  a  small 
bed  of  snow  which  it  is  necessary  to 
cross.  On  the  summit,  amidst  a 
heap  of  stones,  a  cross  is  placed,  and 
the  traveller  looks  down  the  other 
side  towards  the  Valais,  and  upon 
a  scene  of  sterility  which  has  no  re¬ 
lief. 

It  is  well  worth  while  to  ascend 
the  Joderhorn  (9974  ft.,  |  hr,),  a 
point  E.  of  the  summit  of  the  pass. 
The  view  of  Monte  Rosa  is  not  finer, 
for,  in  truth,  that  cannot  be  sur¬ 
passed,  but  the  eye  is  enabled  to 
contrast  it  with  the  distant  plain 
of  N.  Italy  and  the  southern  ranges 
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of  the  Alps,  Without  going  so  far, 
the  traveller  may  extend  the  view 
by  mounting  the  rocks  behind  the 
wooden  cross  ;  from  that  vantage- 
ground  he  will  see  Monte  Kosa  on 
one  hand,  and  the  whole  extent  of 
the  Saas  valley  on  the  other. 

The  summit  of  the  pass  of  the 
Monte  Moro  is  9490  English  ft.  above 
the  sea.  The  descent  on  the  Swiss 
side  is  singularly  wild  ;  at  first  by  a 
steep  bed  of  snow,  and  then  along 
an  ancient  path  formed  of  slabs  of 
stone  ;  in  places  by  steps  cut  in  the 
precipices,  and  overhanging  a  deep 
hollow  into  which  the  Thiilliboden 
Glacier  streams  down  from  the 
Joderhorn,  and  where  the  track  from 
the  Mondelli  Pass  (9321  ft,"i,  the  direct 
route  from  Ceppo  Morel li,  falls  in. 
This  cold  and  dreary  ice-basin,  and 
the  slopes  and  heaps  of  disintegrated 
rocks  around  it,  form  a  picture  of 
solitude  and  desolation.  At  length 
the  paved  road  is  left,  and  no  vestige 
of  it  can  be  traced  ;  it  has  been 
destroyed  by  the  snow  and  stones 
which  have  been  precipitated  from 
above.  The  track  wincls  down  the 
talus  formed  by  these  repeated  falls, 
to  reach  the  scanty  herbage  of  the 
Distel  Alp. 

The  chcdets  of  Distel  furnish  milk, 
cheese,  and  eggs,  but  are  deserted 
early  in  the  autumn. 

[To  the  rt.  a  lonely  track  up  the 
Ofenthal  crosses  the  mountains  into 
the  Val  Antrona  (Rte.  iii).  The 
Passo  (VAnUgine  (9311  ft.)  is  reached 
in  2 1  hrs.  by  the  Ofenthal  Glacier 
from  Mattmark,  A  descent  of  2,\ 
hrs,  leads  to  the  Cingino  Alp,  on 
the  route  of  the  Antrona  Pass  (see 
below).] 

From  Distel  the  path  continues 
on  the  rt.  bank  of  the  stream  all  the 
way  to  Saas.  After  quitting  the 
chalets  it  leads  down,  in  |  hr,,  to  a 
grey,  desolate  lake  called  the 

Mattmark  See  (6966  ft.)  formed  by 
the  advance  of  the  Allalin  Glacier. 
The  Inn  is  tolerable,  and  forms  a 
convenient  stopping-place  for  travel¬ 
lers  (particularly  if  bound  for  the 
higher  passes,  see  below),  enabling 


them  to  shorten  the  journey  to  Ma- 
cugnaga  by  3  hrs.,  and  to  reach  the 
top  of  the  Monte  Moro  in  the  early 
morning,  when  the  view  of  Monte 
Rosa  is  less  frequently  obscured  by 
mists  than  later  in  the  day.  The 
scenery  of  the  Mattmark  See  is 
extremely  desolate ;  the  valley  is 
a  mere  driftway  for  snow  and 
wind.  To  the  W.  is  the  Schwarzen- 
berg  Glacier,  which  is  now  far  with¬ 
drawn  up  the  mountain  side,  but 
formerly  extended  to  the  Moro  path. 
It  has  left  a  tide-mark  in  the  enor¬ 
mous  serpentine  boulder  close  to  the 
inn.  On  the  N.  the  Allalin  Glacier 
bounds  the  lake,  in  fact,  dams  the 
upper  valley,  whose  waters  drain 
under  it,  issuing  out  of  a  grotto  at 
the  other  side. 

From  Mattmark  the  bridle-path 
to  Saas  skirts  the  lake,  and  to  turn 
its  barrier  of  ice  rises  on  the  moun¬ 
tain  side,  with  a  view  of  the  glacier. 
It  then  descends  by  zigzags  to  the 
more  cheerful  lower  valley.  Preci¬ 
pices  rise  on  the  1.,  and,  looking- 
back,  the  cold  masses  of  the  Allalin 
close  the  view.  The  path  runs  amid 
stony  channels,  and  a  wilderness  of 
rock  and  brushwood  to 

Zermeiggern  (Morgano  in  the 
old  documents,  the  name  was  carried 
to  Macugnaga  before  1291,  as  it  occurs 
in  the  treaty  of  that  date,  and  still 
survives  as  Morghen\  whence  there 
is  a  rough  rte.  (see  below;  to  the  Val 
Antrona, 

Almagell  (Armenzello  in  the 
1291  document).  Before  reaching  it 
larches  and  pines  are  passed,  but 
they  are  stunted  from  their  great 
elevation.  After  crossing  a  little 
plain,  the  path  leads  down  to  Saas, 
under  the  forest-clad  slopes  of  the 
Mittaghorn.  To  the  rt.  the  Almagell- 
bach  descends  in  a  fine  fall,  and  the 
path  of  the  Zwischhergen  Pass  diverges 
(^see  below  b 

Saas,  or  Im  Grund  (5125  ft.),  is 
the  principal  village  of  the  valley, 
386  Inhab.  It  seems  likely  that 
Saas  (-Sasso)  is  the  original  Italian 
name  of  the  village,  and  Grund  the 
later  Teutonic  one. 
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Here  lived  the  enthusiastic  moun¬ 
taineer,  Herr  J.  J.  Imseng,  the  parish 
priest  of  Saas,  from  1836  to  1869, 
He  took  a  leading  share  in  the  ex¬ 
ploration  of  the  mountain  ranges 
round  Saas,  and  was  drowned 
(?  murdered)  in  the  Mattmark  See 
in  1869. 

Saas  stands  in  a  basin  shut  in  by 
lofty  mountains — on  the  W,  the 
Saasgrat,  on  the  E.  the  chain  of  the 
Fletschhorner.  The  Saasgrat  is 
not  seen  from  the  village,  lower 
ranges  intercepting  the  view.  To 
the  N.  the  Bietschhorn  forms  a  fine 
background  to  the  valley.  The  plain 
of  Saas  is  nearly  i  m.  long,  and  its 
verdant  meadows  are  refreshing  to 
a  traveller  who  has  descended  from 
the  sterile  upper  valley. 

Every  one  should  visit  the  and 

hamlet  of  Fee  (5299  ft.),  surrounded 
by  lofty  peaks,  a  walk  or  ride  of  i 
hr.  The  name  is  spelt  Foe,  Fo,  in 
the  old  documents,  and  has  nothing 
to  do  with  fairies  (fees),  but  may  be 
what  is  meant  by  the  Vemenie 
vattis  ei  hurgus  of  a  charter  of 
1300,  relating  to  the  Mattmark  Alp. 
A  short  ascent  through  the  forest 
direct  from  the  inn,  or  another  path 
leading  upwards  by  the  Fee  Chapel 
and  its  stations,  lands  the  traveller 
on  a  fertile  upland  of  considerable 
extent,  dotted  with  chalets,  and  at 
its  head  encircled  by  an  amphi¬ 
theatre  of  glaciers,  on  a  splendid 
scale,  and  by  the  high  summits 
which  separate  the  Saas  and  Zer¬ 
matt  valleys,  S.  the  Allalinhorn, 
13,236  ft.,  then  the  Alphuhel,  13,803 
ft.,  and  W.  the  two  principal  3£i- 
schahelhorner  —  Tdschhorn  (14,758  ft. ) 
and  Dom.  The  height  of  tlie  latter 
is  14,942  ft.,  or  916  ft.  higher  than 
the  Finsteraarhorn.  This  upland 
valley  is  one  of  the  most  remarkable 
spots  in  the  Alps.  Alpine  meadows 
and  peaceful  homesteads  are  here 
found  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
great  glaciers  and  some  of  the  most 
stupendous  precipices  in  Europe. 
The  contrast  is  superb,  and  many 
visitors  are  now  tempted  to  a  pro¬ 
longed  stay  by  the  excellent  inns. 


Many  high  ascents  and  excursions 
can  be  made  quite  as  conveniently 
as  from  Im  Grund,  the  Allalinhorn 
being  a  very  favourite  and  splendid 
expedition.  In  the  midst  of  the 
glaciers  is  a  singular  green  slope, 
almost  an  island  in  the  sea  of  ice, 
called  the  Gletscher  Alp,  which  is  used 
as  a  pasture  in  summer,  when  it  is 
a  perfect  garden  of  wild  flowers.  Its 
foot  is  I  hr.  from  Fee,  and  may  be 
reached  between  the  2  branches  of 
the  glacier,  which  of  late  years  has 
retreated  so  as  to  leave  ample  room 
for  passage. 

The  Trift  Alp  (i|  hr.  from  Saas) 
commands  a  view  of  the  Saasgrat 
opposite,  preferred  by  some  good 
judges  to  that  from  Fee.  Moderate 
pedestrians  may  mount  to  the  Trift- 
grdUi  (9101  ft.),  a  spur  of  the  Trift- 
horn. 

The  Egginer  (11,080  ft.)  and  ^littag- 
horn  (10,329  ft.)  at  the  S.E.  horn  of 
the  crescent  of  mountains  enclosing 
the  Fee  valley  are  also  easy  of  ac¬ 
cess  by  a  rough  scramble,  and  com¬ 
mand  splendid  views.  The  rock 
arete  between  the  two  peaks  is  a 
capital  practice  ground  for  budding 
mountaineers,  and  its  passage  takes 
about  4  hrs.  Among  the  higher 
peaks  the  Balfrin  (12,501  ft.),  Ulrichs- 
horn  (12,891  ft.),  JVeissmies  (13,226 
ft.),  and  Laquinhorn  (13,140  ft.),  are 
not  difficult  for  moderate  climbers, 
and  command  glorious  views.  The 
Bortjeyigrat  (12,008  ft.)  is  much  har¬ 
der,  while  tlieDom  and  Tdschhorn  caw 
only  be  ascended  from  the  Saas  side 
by  first-rate  mountaineers. 

B.  The  Fletschhorn  Kange. 

East  of  Saas  the  high  range,  com¬ 
prehending  the  Rosshodenhorn  or 
Fletschhorn  (13,127  ft.),  Laquinhorn 
(13,140  ft.),  and  Weissmies  (13,226 
ft.),  abounds  in  interest. 

a.  The  Passo  d’Antrona  (9331  ft.) 
leads  from  Almagell  to  the  Val  An- 
trona,  below  Domo  d’Ossola,  by  the 
Furggthcd,  a  desolate  valley  slanting 
S.E.  up  the  mountain-side  :  the 
passage  of  the  Furggen  Glacier,  un¬ 
der  the  Steliihorn,  offers  no  difficulty, 


(Uvitouvs  nrr  <h‘uw7r  at  intervals  of  every  200  Metres  or  656  Feet. 
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and  the  descent  to  Piedmont  is  free 
from  ice,  but  very  steep.  There 
used  to  be  a  mule-road,  of  which 
portions  still  remain,  for  the  pass 
was  much  frequented  from  the  13th 
cent,  to  the  i6th,  a  paved  track  ex¬ 
isting  as  early  as  1217,  and  repaired 
in  the  15th  and  i8th  cents.  9  hrs. 
from  Saas  to  Villa  d’Ossola  (Rte. 
III).  [North  of  the  col,  there  is  a 
point  called  the  iate?/iom  (10,525  ft. ), 
which  juts  out  like  a  belvedere,  and 
commands  a  superb  view  over  the 
Alps  from  Monte  Rosa  to  Tyrol, 
with  the  subordinate  ranges  of  Pied¬ 
mont,  Tessin,  and  Lombardy.  This 
point  is  easy  of  access.  Horses  can 
go  within  hr.,  or  less,  of  the  top  ; 
and  the  remainder  of  the  ascent, 
except  just  the  horn  itself  for  some 
200  ft.,  is  easy.  There  are  beds  of 
snow,  but  no  ice  to  cross.  By  a 
tolerable  walker  the  excursion  from 
Saas  and  back  may  be  made  in  10 
Ill’s.,  allowing  i  hr.  on  the  top,  and 
I  hr.  for  refreshment.]  The  descent 
from  the  pass  leads  past  the  Cingino 
Alp  to  Antrona  in  about  4  hrs. 

b.  Zwischbergen  Pass,  from  Almagell 
(i  hr.  above  Saas)  to  Isella  in  ii 
hrs.  The  path  ascends  on  the  S. 
side  of  the  waterfall,  behind  Alma¬ 
gell,  steeply  for  2  hrs.,  then  for  i 
hr.  over  grass  to  chalets,  whence  are 
seen  the  Hornlineyi^  3  finger-shaped 
peaks,  close  to  which  lies  the  pass. 
Mounting  towards  them  1.  the  snow  is 
reached,  and  ascended,  the  final  snow- 
field  not  straight  towards  a  tempt¬ 
ing  depression,  but  1.  in  a  slant¬ 
ing  direction  to  rocks  by  which 
the  col  is  gained.  It  is  10,735  ft. 
above  the  sea,  and  commands  a 
most  superb  view  of  the  Saasgrat, 
and  range  of  Monte  Rosa,  and  east¬ 
wards  of  Lago  Maggiore,  &c.  The 
Weissmies  is  easily  accessible  from 
the  pass.  The  descent  is  steep 
down  glacier  and  moraine,  keeping 
1.  until  the  grass  is  attained.  Then 
by  an  easy  slope  to  the  head  of  a 
gully,  an  important  point  to  hit. 
(So  far  a  guide  is  desirable. )  This 
is  descended  in  zigzags.  Below  it, 
for  a  mile  or  so,  the  track  crosses 


the  debris  of  numerous  avalanches, 
and  then  runs  down  the  1.  bank  of  the 
stream  to  Hondo.  The  upper  part 
of  the  valley,  or  Zwischbergen  Thai, 
is  wild  and  barren  ;  the  lower,  Val 
Varia,  grand  and  beautiful.  [From  the 
head  of  the  valley  the  traveller  can 
reach  Homo  d’Ossola  direct  by  cross¬ 
ing  the  Pontimia  Pass  in  4  hrs.  to  Val 
Bognanco,  the  chief  hamlet  of  which 
is  2  hrs.  from  Domo  ;  or  from  the 
Zwischbergen  hamlet  lower  down, 
he  may  cross  in  2  hrs.  the  Furgge 
direct  to  the  village  of  Simplon, 
either  rte.  being  preferable  to  the 
descent  to  Hondo.] 

c.  The  passes  over  the  highest  por¬ 
tion  of  the  chain  descend  to  the 
village  of  Simplon.  The  Fletschjoch, 
between  the  Rossbodenhorn  and  La- 
quinhorn,  is  excessively  dangerous, 
the  Laquinjoch  to  the  S.  of  the  Laquin- 
horn,  is  very  difficult,  and  the  Thdli- 
jock,  though  easier,  involves  the 
passage  of  the  Zwischbergen  Pass  as 
well.  Mountaineers  will  prefer  to 
go  from  Saas  to  Simplon  over  the 
Weissmies  or  the  Rossbodenhorn. 
Moderate  climbers  have  a  choice  be¬ 
tween  several  comparatively  easy 
passes  N.  of  the  Rossbodenhorn.  The 
lirst  of  these,  the  most  direct,  and 
highly  recommended  to  climbers,  is 
the  Bossboden  Pass  (10,890  ft.)  by  the 
Hriesseren  and  Mattwald  glaciers 
from  Simplon  to  Saas  in  9  hrs.  There 
are  some  very  steep  rocks  to  be 
climbed  in  order  to  reach  the  head 
of  the  Hainser  Hlacier.  whence  you  de¬ 
scend  at  once  on  to  the  Mattwald  Hla¬ 
cier.  The  other  two  passes,  the  Ganiser 
Joch  (9500  ft.)  and  the  Simeli  Pass 
(9863  ft.)  lead  from  the  Hainser 
Hlacier  to  the  Saas  Thai,  and  to 
reach  either  of  them  it  is  neces¬ 
sary  first  to  cross  the  Sirwolten  Pass 
or  the  Bistenen  Pass.  By  either  it  is 
8  or  9  hrs.  from  Simplon  to  Saas. 

0.  The  Saasgrat. 

The  valleys  of  Saas  and  Zermatt 
are  separated  by  the  noble  range  of 
mountains  known  as  the  Saasgrat, 
of  which  the  chief  summits  and 
passes  in  their  order  N.  ot  the  Cima 
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<li  Jazzi,  are  as  follows  : — Neio  Weiss 
Thor  Pass,  Stralilliorn,  Adler  Pass, 
Rimpfischhorn,  Allalin  Pass,  Allalin- 
liorn.  Alphabet  Pass,  Alphubel,  Mi- 
schabel  Pass,  Tasclihorn,  Dom,  Nadel- 
horn,  Ulrichshorn,  Pied  Pass,  Bal- 
frin. 

Three  of  these  high  passes  lead 
from  the  Mattmark  See,  but  one  of 
them — the  Adler — is  better  taken 
from  the  Zermatt  side. 

а.  The  Schivarzherg,  or  New  Weiss 
Thor  Pass,  the  most  direct  and  easiest 
pass  to  the  Rilfel,  mounts  a  grass- 
grown  moraine  on  the  N.  side  of  the 
Schwarzenberg  Glacier  to  a  point 
above  the  ice-fall  where  the  glacier 
is  entered  upon,  and  ascended  by 
bearing  to  the  1.  towards  a  crest 
overhanging  the  Macugnaga  valley. 
This  is  a  narrow  ridge  of  snow  (the 
Arete  Blanche  of  the  old  books), 
and  has  to  be  traversed  to  the  rocks 
which  form  the  col  (11,523  ft.  above 
the  sea).  Here  the  Strahlhorn,  cased 
in  ice,  rises  close  on  the  N.,  and 
there  is  a  glorious  view  over  Italy. 
On  the  pass  the  Italian  Alpine  Club 
is  now  building  a  large  Club  hut. 
The  descent  passes  over  rolling  fields 
of  neve,  to  the  Gorner  Glacier  for 
the  Riffel,  to  the  Findelen  Glacier 
for  Zermatt,  or  from  the  pass  you 
can  descend  to  Macugnaga  by  a  steep 
but  not  really  difficult  rock  descent. 
Time  from  9  to  12  hrs. 

б.  The  Adler  Pass.  From  Matt- 
mark  the  upper  portion  of  the  Alla¬ 
lin  Glacier  is  traversed  by  a  circui¬ 
tous  course,  running  to  the  N.  side 
under  the  Allalinhorn  (13,236  ft.),  and 
bending  round  to  the  S.W.  corner, 
where  the  col  (12,461  ft.),  lies  be¬ 
tween  the  craggy  Rimpfischhorn 
(13,790  ft.)  and  the  Strahlhorn  (13,751 
ft.  ).  The  view  is  magnificent.  The 
Monte  Rosa  chain  is  splendidly  seen  ; 
but  the  mountaineer  will  aim  at  a 
still  finer  view  by  climbing  the 
Strahlhorn,  an  hour’s  ascent  by  an 
easy  snow-slope.  The  descent  from 
the  col  is  the  well-known  difficulty 
of  this  rte.,  and  may  entail  a  con¬ 
siderable  amount  of  step-cutting 
down  a  wall  of  ice.  It  lands  the 


traveller  on  the  head  of  the  Findelen 
Glacier,  which,  for  some  distance,  is 
so  crevassed  that  it  requires  skill  to 
effect  a  passage.  When  this  has 
been  accomplished  the  dangers  are 
over,  and  the  traveller  hastens  down 
easier  slopes  either  to  the  Riffel  or 
Zermatt.  Fully  10  hrs.  should  be 
allowed. 

c.  The  Allalin  Pass  is  the  most 
ancient  and  the  easiest,  but  the 
lowest  and  least  interesting  of  the 
passes  between  the  Saas  Thai  and 
Zermatt,  and  is  now  seldom  used. 
The  track  is  the  same  as  that  of  the 
Adler  to  the  head  of  the  Allalin 
Glacier,  where  the  col  (11,713  ft.) 
lies  N.W.  between  the  Rimpfisch¬ 
horn  and  Allalinhorn.  The  descent 
is  by  the  Mellichen  and  Wand  Gla¬ 
ciers  and  rocks  to  the  Tiisch  Alp 
(small  Inn^,  from  which  there  is  a 
path  to  Zermatt.  Time  9  hrs. 

The  three  next  passes  start  from 
Saas. 

d.  The  most  used  is  the  Alphubel- 
joch  (12,474  ft-)  about  ii  hrs.’  walk¬ 
ing  from  Zermatt  to  Saas,  or  vice 
versa.  It  is  an  easy  glacier  pass  in 
fine  weather,  but  may  be  found  very 
fatiguing  when  the  snow  is  soft. 
The  scenery  is  throughout  fine,  and 
the  view  from  the  crest  superb. 

e.  The  Mischabeljoch  (12,651  ft.)  is 
higher,  somewhat  more  direct,  and, 
unless  the  glacier  on  the  Saas  side  is 
highly  crevassed,  scarcely  longer 
and  more  interesting.  On  descend¬ 
ing  it  is  necessary  to  avoid  the  ice- 
fall  of  the  Weingarten  Glacier,  by 
taking  to  the  rocks  on  its  1.  bank. 
10-12  hrs.  should  be  allowed  for 
this  pass. 

[The  ways  forced  over  the  highest 
crest  of  the  Mischabel  by  trained 
mountaineers  with  first-rate  guides 
are  not,  in  any  legitimate  sense  of 
the  word,  passes,  and  are  not  there¬ 
fore  described  here.] 

/.  E.  of  St.  Niklaus  the  Gassenried 
Glacier  descends  from  the  northern 
peaks  of  the  Mischabelhorner,  and 
by  the  Gassenried  or  Ried  Pass  (11,800 
ft.)  at  its  head  a  passage  amidst  very- 
striking  scenery  can  be  made  from 
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Saas  in  about  lo  lirs.  The  rte.  as¬ 
cends  by  the  N.  side  of  the  Hochbalen 
Glacier  from  the  Fee  valley,  crossing 
the  mountain  between  the  Ulrichs- 
horn  (^or  Little  Mischabel)  and  Bal- 
frin,  and  descending  to  St.  Niklaus 
by  the  immense  Gassenried  Glacier. 

From  Saas  to  Stalden,  3  hrs., 
there  is  a  good  bridle-i^ath.  The 
scenery  is  often  extremely  beautiful. 

Below  Saas  the  valley  contracts 
and  forms  a  defile,  which  enlarges 
into  a  little  mountain-closed  plain 
by  the  village  of  Balen  (or  Aballa  = 
ad  vallem),  at  the  foot  of  the  sharp - 
pointed  snow-peak  of  the  Balfrin. 
There  is  a  small  Bmi  at  the  Hutegg, 
and  the  valley  soon  closes  into  a 
narrow  gorge,  where  the  track  is 
forced  to  mount  high  above  the 
torrent.  Many  wooden  crosses, 
memorials  of  accidents  from  snow 
and  avalanches,  are  passed.  Above 
is  the  Mattwald  or  Martinswald,  the 
boundary  of  the  parish  of  Saas  from 
the  earliest  times,  and  beyond  it  the 
hamlet  of  Eisfen.  In  3  hrs.  from 
Saas  the  valley  suddenly  enlarges 
at  the  junction  of  the  Saaser  Visp 
with  the  main  stream  of  the  Gorner 
Vis}}  descending  from  Zermatt. 
[From  this  point,  at  the  top  of  the 
descent  to  Stalden,  there  is  a  short 
cut  for  pedestrians  to  St.  Niklaus 
round  the  shoulder  of  the  moun¬ 
tain.  It  leaves  the  path  where 
there  are  three  remarkably  fine 
pine-trees,  and  runs  by  the  side  of 
a  watercourse  (by  which  a  stream 
is  carried  from  the  Saas  valley  into 
that  of  Zermatt)  and  through  the 
forest,  descending  to  the  bridge  be¬ 
tween  Stalden  and  St.  Niklaus.] 
At  the  foot  of  a  steep  hill  the  path 
crosses  the  Kinnbriicke,  a  single 
arch,  150  ft.  above  the  stream,  and 
enters 

Stalden,  about  5-m.  above  Visp, 
which  can  be  reached  in  23  min.  by 
the  new  rly.  (See  Rtes.  56  and 
126.) 


ROUTE  122. 

VARALLO  TO  THE  VAL  ANZASCA, 

BY  VAL  MASTALLONE,  OR  BY 

VAL  SERMENZA. 

There  are  4  rtes.  by  which  travel¬ 
lers  may  reach  the  Val  Anzasca 
from  Varallo,  all  to  be  preferred  to 
the  dull  and  laborious  pass  of  the 
Turlo  (Rte.  123). 

a.  The  easiest  and  perhaps  the 
most  beautiful  rte.  is  through  the 
Val  Mastallone,  and  over  the  Barama 
Pass.  There  is  a  good  carr.-road 
from  Varallo  to  Fobello.  Thence 
Ponte  Grande  is  reached  in  6  hrs.’ 
walking.  The  path  is  passable  for 
mules. 

Val  Mastallone  is  celebrated  as 
one  of  the  most  picturesque  of  the 
lesser  valleys  of  the  Italian  Alps. 

For  the  first  league  from  Varallo 
the  valley  gradually  contracts  till 
the  road  reaches  a  remarkable  gorge 
where  the  river,  hemmed  in  by 
vertical  rocks  150  ft.  high,  is 
spanned  by  a  stone  arch  called  the 
Ponte  della  Gula,  too  narrow  for 
wheel  -  vehicles.  Another  bridge 
bears  the  carriage-road.  The  scen¬ 
ery  for  the  entire  distance  is  of  the 
most  exquisite  character,  the  vege¬ 
tation  being  even  richer  than  in  the 
Val  Sesia,  and  the  landscape,  owing 
to  the  bends  of  the  valley,  changing 
at  every  moment.  About  10  m. 
from  Varallo  the  valley  divides  ;  the 
rt.  branch  leads  to  Rimella,  and  to 
passes  into  the  valleys  of  Strona 
and  Anzasca  (Rte.  118  b)  ;  the  1. 
grows  narrower  and  steej)er,  and 
then  suddenly  opening,  discloses  a 
rich  scene  of  wooded  mountain  and 
meadow,  and  the  little  village  of 

Fobello  (2887  ft.).  This  valley 
is  the  cradle  of  cooks,  who  migrate 
hence  all  over  Europe.  Beyond  Fo¬ 
bello  the  upper  end  of  the  Val  Mas¬ 
tallone  is  open  and  bare  of  foliage, 
and  the  ascent  to  the  Baranca  Pass 
steep.  The  summit  (5795 
which  there  is  a  small  oratory  and  a 
small  mountain  Inyi,  is  reached  in  3 
hrs.  from  Fobello,  and  has  some 
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top  of  the  pass.  Here  the  trayeller  Qarcoforo.  Hence  the  traveller 
finds  fair  quarters  (^Rte.  12 1).  choice  of  2  rtes.  to  the  Val 

h.  There  is  another  pass,  the  Col  ^j^^asca  ;  but  even  if  bound  for  the 
d'Orchetta,  from  the  eastern  or  of  that  valley  he  will  do  better 

inella  branch  of  Val  Mastallone.  It  is  d’Egua,  leading  to 

rather  more  direct,  but  less  easy  p^j^te  Grande,  so  as  to  enjoy  the 
than  the  Baranca  (see  Rte,  ii8b).  glorious  walk  from  that  village  to 
c.  Parallel  to  the  Val  Mastallone  Macugnaga. 
is  another  valley  almost  equally  The  Co?  d’Rc/ita  (7334  ft.)  is  reached 
beautiful,  called  the  Val  Sermenza,  or  ^  hrs.  from  Carcoforo  by  a  rather 
Val  Piccola,  to  distinguish  it  from  the  giggp  and  continuous  ascent.  The 
Val  Grande,  or  main  valley  of  the  s^^nimit,  when  clear,  commands  a 
Sesia.  It  branches  from  the  latter  grand  view,  similar  to  that 

at  the  hamlet  of  Balmuccia^  7  from  Col  de  Campello  (Rte. 
from  Varallo  (Rte.  iiqh  The  lowei  Ti’om  the  top  there  is  a  rapid  de¬ 
part  of  the  Val  Sermenza  is  very  over  rough  ground  to  the  un¬ 

narrow  and  tortuous,  particularly  Trilating  ridge  which  forms  the 
near  the  entrance,  where  an  isolated  grimmit  of  the  Baranca  Pass  above 
rock,  called  the  Tottb  di  BocciolstOj  Togcribed.  The  track,  which  is  ill- 
towers  up  to  a  height  of  3^^  ff’  marked,  joins  that  from  Fobello 
char-road  exists  at  present  as  far  as  close  to  the  small  oratory.  The 
Fervento,  Passing  the  villages  Bo-  Tegcent  to  Bazinio  and  Ponte  Grande 
ccioleto  and  Fervento,  for  which  already  described.  Time 

the  contracted  valley  scarcely  affords  Carcoforo  to  Ponte  Grande, 

space,  in  2!  hrs.  from  Balmuccia,  _  i  p^^g 


the  traveller  reaches 


Bimasco.  This,  the  chief  village 
in  the  valley,  is  situated  just 
at  the  fork,  where  it  divides  into 
2  branches  ;  that  on  the  1.  leading 
through  romantic  scenery  to  the 
German-speaking  village  of  Rima, 
while  the  rt.  branch  leads  to  the 
Val  Anzasca  by  Carcoforo. 


d.  Travellers  pressed  for  time,  and 
wishing  to  roaph  Macugnaga  in  one 
long  day  from  Varallo,  may  take  a 
pass,  which  diverges  from  that  last 
described,  at  the  village  of  Carco¬ 
foro,  about  the  same  height  as,  but 
more  interesting  than,  that  of  the 
Turlo  (see  Rte.  123).  The  ascent 
from  Carcoforo  is  very  steep  ;  and  it 
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takes  more  than  3  lirs.  to  reach  the 
summit  of  the  Bocchetta  cU  Carcoforo  or 
CoUe  della  Bottiglia  (8367  ft.).  This 
commands  a  magnificent  view  of 
Monte  Rosa  and  the  Saasgrat.  On 
the  other  side  there  is  a  faintly 
marked  track  along  a  steep  slope 
until  an  abandoned  mine  (gold  ?)  is 
reached.  Below  this  the  path  de¬ 
scends  into  the  E.  head  of  the  Val 
Quarasza,  down  which  runs  the  path 
from  the  Turlo.  The  guides  usually 
descend  to  Borca,  but  this  is  un¬ 
necessary,  as  there  is  a  shorter  track 
to  Macugnaga  by  the  S.  side  of  the 
Anza.  Time  from  Balmuccia,  lohrs.’ 
steady  walking,  exclusive  of  halts. 

The  trout-fishing  is  reported  to  be 
very  good  in  the  valleys  of  Sermen- 
za  and  Mastallone.  In  both  the 
beauty  of  the  scenery  is  greatly  in¬ 
creased  by  the  brilliant  aqua-marine 
green  of  the  water  and  tho  abun¬ 
dant  woods. 


ROUTE  123. 

MACUGNAGA  TO  GRESSONEY,  BY 

THE  TURLO  PASS  AND  COL 

d’olen,  or  col  de  val  DOBBIA. 

The  most  direct,  but  least  interest¬ 
ing  rte.  for  travellers  making  the 
tour  of  Monte  Rosa  is  to  proceed 
from  Macugnaga  to  Alagna  by  the 
Turlo  (Germ,  das  Thurle)  Pass.  It 
presents  no  difficulty  to  the  prac¬ 
tised  pedestrian,  but  the  way  may 
be  easily  lost  in  bad  weather.  The 
regular  track  commences  at  Borca, 
but  some  time  is  saved  by  crossing 
the  Anza  below  Macugnaga  and 
taking  a  shorter  path.  The  lower  ! 
part  of  the  Val  Quarazza  is  pleasing 
and  the  ascent  gentle.  After  as¬ 
cending  for  about  hr.  the  tra¬ 
veller  finds  himself  at  the  base  of  a 
steep  rocky  range  which  encircles 
the  head  of  the  valley.  The  slopes, 
which  occur  in  the  intervals  be¬ 
tween  the  out-croi’tping  walls  of 
bare  rock,  are  covered  with  rhodo¬ 


dendron  and  other  stunted  Alpine 
shrubs.  It  is  most  prudent  to  keep 
to  the  track,  which  is  ill-marked, 
but  in  descending  on  this  side  the 
mountaineer  will  make  short  work 
of  these  slopes.  Towards  the  sum¬ 
mit  there  is  a  long  and  steep  bed  of 
snow,  tiresome  enough  to  mount, 
but  easy  in  the  descent.  The  actual 
summit  of  the  pass  (8977  ft.)  is 
marked  by  a  cross,  and  is  a  mere 
sharp  ridge  of  rock  forming  the  pro¬ 
longation  of  a  great  spur  which  ex¬ 
tends  from  the  Signal  Kuppe  be¬ 
tween  the  valleys  of  Anzasca  and 
Sesia.  A  little  S.E.  of  the  cross  are 
some  rocks  which  command  an  ex¬ 
tensive  view  towards  the  Lago  Mag- 
giore  and  the  mountains  beyond  it, 
but  the  higher  summits  of  Monte  Rosa 
are  not  visible.  It  will  take  4I  hrs. 
to  reach  the  top  of  the  pass  from 
Macugnaga.  On  the  S.W.  side  the 
track,  when  not  covered  with  snow, 
is  better  marked.  It  winds  round 
the  N.  side  of  a  hollow  filled  with 
snow,  and  continues  for  some  time 
nearly  due  S.,  in  places  over  scat¬ 
tered  debris,  where  it  is  easily  lost. 
It  then  bears  away  to  the  westward 
until  it  reaches  the  Faller  chalets, 
beyond  which  is  the  final  descent 
into  the  deep  and  narrow  Val  Sesia, 
which  is  reached  at  a  vei’y  beautiful 
point,  by  a  waterfall  and  a  bridge 
over  the  Sesia.  Thence  nearly  an 
hr.’s  walk  to  Alagna,  through  ro¬ 
mantic  scenery,  by  a  winding  path, 
which  for  some  little  distance 
jDasses  a  chaos  of  enormous  mossy 
rocks.  8  hrs.,  exclusive  of  stop- 
2:)ages,  should  be  allowed  for  the 
l^ass,  but  it  may  be  accomj)lished  in 
6  hrs, 

Alagna  (3908  ft.),  though  in  the 
immediate  neighbourhood  of  mag¬ 
nificent  scenery,  is  so  shut  in  by 
mountains  that  it  does  not  com¬ 
mand  any  view  of  the  peaks  of 
Monte  Rosa.  This  village  has  of 
late  years  become  a  favourite  resort 
of  Italian  society,  and  the  accom¬ 
modation  is  excellent. 

Visitors  to  Alagna  should  walk  up 
the  valley  to  the  foot  of  the  Turlo 
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Pass,  and  they  may  extend  the  ex¬ 
cursion  to  the  Pile  Alp  and  the  Val 
deBors.  For  the  first  hr.  the  track 
crosses  and  recrosses  the  Sesia, 
passing,  about  2  m.  from  Alagna, 
the  abandoned  gold-mine  of  Kries. 
Beyond  this  a  wayside  oratory  is 
passed  close  to  the  bridge  over 
which  the  ascent  to  the  Turlo  com¬ 
mences.  The  path  to  the  Pile  Alp 
mounts  the  opposite  side  by  a  steep 
staircase  of  rock  on  the  slope  of  the 
Stoffelhorn,  which  is  the  mountain 
that  shuts  out  from  Alagna  the  view 
of  Monte  Rosa.  After  passing  a 
cluster  of  poor  chalets,  the  traveller 
reaches  in  i|  hr,  from  Alagna  a 
point  which  commands  an  admir¬ 
able  view  of  the  S.E.  portion  of 
Monte  Rosa. 

On  the  1.  is  seen  one  of  the  peaks 
(but  not  the  highest  point)  of  the 
Vincent  Pyramide,  next,  in  the 
background,  the  Schwarzhorn  and 
Ludwigshohe,  then  the  Parrot 
Spitze,  and  lastly  the  grand  mass 
of  the  Signal  Kuppe.  The  latter 
peak  (14,965  ft,  in  height)  was  as¬ 
cended  as  early  as  1842  by  the  late 
M.  Gnifetti,  cure  of  Alagna.  Those 
who  desire  a  nearer  view  of  these 
grand  peaks  will  be  well  rewarded 
if  they  push  on  from  the  Pile  Alp  to 
the  ridge  IS”,  of  the  valley,  about 
hr.  farther.  At  the  head  of  the  Val 
de  Bors  is  a  fine  waterfall  fed  by  the 
snows  of  Monte  Rosa,  and  descend¬ 
ing  from  a  great  height.  In  the 
same  direction  is  the 

Code  delle  Pisse  (10,335  ft.),  on  the 
ridge  which  runs  S.  from  the  Fm- 
cent  Pyramide  (13,829  ft).  The  pass 
is  easy  on  the  other  side,  where  a 
gold-mine  was  formerly  worked. 

The  Vincenthutte^  a  ruined  shelter 
at  the  top,  was  built  by  the  miners, 
and  on  the  slopes  below  it  are 
remains  of  a  mule-path,  which  was 
carried  to  within  700  ft.  of  the  col. 

By  this  a  mountaineer  may  reach 
the  Val  de  Lys,  either  joining  the 
path  from  the  Col  d’Olen,  near  the 
Gabiet  See,  or  descending  by  the  E. 
side  of  the  Lys  Glacier.  It  is  also 
possible  to  reach  the  Inn  on  the  Col 


d’Olen  from  the  head  of  the  Val  de 
Bors. 

The  Val  Sesia  terminates  in  the 
Piode  and  Vigne  Glaciers,  which 
stretch  down  from  the  peaks  of 
Monte  Rosa,  and  there  are  several 
passes  out  of  the  valley  from  these 
ice-fields.  The  two  first-mentioned 
are  formidable,  except  to  trained 
mountaineers. 

Code  delle  Loccie,  to  Macugnaga, 
mentioned  in  Rte.  12 1.  Another 
to  the  Riffel,  the  highest  in  the 
Alps,  is  called  the 

Sesia  Jock,  and  was  first  accom¬ 
plished  by  Messrs.  George  and 
Moore  in  1862.  They  started  from 
a  chalet  opposite  the  Pine  Alp,  and 
in  13  hrs.  climbed  to  a  gap  (14,515 
ft.)  close  to  the  Parrot  Spitze,  but 
by  so  steep  a  wall  that  in  places 
they  could  see  nothing  below  them 
but  the  glacier.  The  Riffel  was 
reached  in  18  hrs.  The  pass  is  a 
very  severe  one,  but  under  favour¬ 
able  circumstances  does  not  seem  to 
be  exceptionally  dangerous  taken 
from  this  side. 

A  long  but  interesting  ascent 
from  Alagna  is  that  of  the 

Corno  Bianco  (10,893  ft. )  the  highest 
point  in  the  ranges  S,  of  Monte 
Rosa.  It  lies  between  Alagna  and 
Gressoney,  and  can  be  climbed  on 
the  S.  side,  from  either  place,  with¬ 
out  serious  difficulty, 

Alagna  is  the  meeting-place  of 
several  rtes.,  for  a  description  of  the 
Alpine  portions  of  which,  see  vol,  ii. 
of  Mr,  Conway’s  Pennine  Guide. 
That  from  Varallo  by  the  Val  Sesia 
has  been  described  in  Rte.  119. 
The  Col  de  Moucl  and  Bocchetla  Moanda, 
both  lead  to  Rima  in  the  W.  branch 
of  the  Val  Sermenza,  The  first- 
named  is  the  easier  of  the  two,  lead¬ 
ing  to  Rima  in  4^  hrs. — 2|  up,  i| 
down.  2  hrs.  farther  is  Rimasco 
(Rte.  122). 

The  Bocchetla  Moanda,  2^  hrs.  up, 

1 1  down,  commands  finer  views, 
and  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  of 
the  minor  passes  in  this  district. 
The  ascent  of  the  Tagliaferro  (9725 
ft.)  is  easily  made  from  the  col  in 
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1 1  hr.  It  commands  a  wide  pano¬ 
rama  to  the  E.,  and  a  noble  view  of 
all  the  peaks  of  Monte  Rosa. 

The  two  most  frequented  passes 
from  Val  Sesia  to  the  Val  de  Lys 
are  the  Col  cVOlen,  commencing  at 
Alagna,  and  the  Col  de  Val  Dohbia, 
starting  from  Riva,  i|  m.  below 
Alagna.  The  first  is  a  beautiful  and 
grand  pass,  by  far  the  more  interest¬ 
ing,  and  should  always  be  preferred 
now  that  an  Inn  has  been  opened 
on  the  top. 

a.  The  ascent  to  the  Col  d’Olen  be¬ 
gins  immediately  above  the  village, 
and  occupies  4^  hrs.  ;  for  the  last 
hour  the  path  is  steep. 

The  rte.  passes  through  beautiful 
meadows  in  the  Val  d’Olen,  and  as¬ 
cends  a  wooded  steep  to  the  green 
alp,  which  is  traversed  for  some 
time,  to  the  stony  slopes  leading  up 
to  the  Col  (9420  ft.).  Close  to  it  an 
Inn  with  30  beds  has  been  opened  by 
Guglielmina,  the  landlord  of  the 
Monte  Rosa  at  Alagna.  It  is  excel¬ 
lently  kept.  From  the  house  there 
is  a  noble  view  eastward  over  Lago 
Maggiore.  From  the  pass,  or  better 
from  the  Oemshorn,  ^  hr.  above  it, 
the  head  of  the  Lysthal,  and  the 
Lys  Glacier,  stretching  down  in 
magnificent  branches  from  the  Lys- 
kamm,  with  the  peaks  of  Monte 
Rosa,  are  well  seen.  The  glacier 
view  is  of  course  inferior  to  that 
from  the  Riffel,  and  the  outline  of 
the  Monte  Rosa  range  from  this  side 
is  comparatively  tame,  but  this  is 
compensated  for  by  the  majestic 
expanse  of  plain  and  Alps,  extend¬ 
ing  from  the  Monte  Vise  to  the 
Adamello  group,  brought  before  the 
traveller’s  eyes. 

[The  Inn  is  an  excellent  starting- 
point  for  mountaineers,  who  can 
easily  reach  the  crest  of  the  chain  at 
the  Lysjoch  in  5  hrs.,  and  the  Riffel 
Inn  in  10.  More  adventurous  clim¬ 
bers  may  gain  in  the  day  any  of  the 
peaks  (except  the  Nord  End)  of 
Monte  Rosa.  The  Hochste  Spitze  is 
climbed  by  the  steep  rocks  of  its  S. 
face,  which  are  accessible  in  several 
places.  The  other  summits  present 


snow  or  ice  slopes.  The  safest  of  all 
the  ways  up  the  Lyskamm  is  up  the 
rocks  of  the  S.W,  ridge.  Only  2 
hrs.  below  the  Lysjoch,  on  some 
rocks  amidst  the  ice,  a  double  club 
hut,  the  Capanna  Gnifetti,  has 
been  constructed  by  the  Italian 
Club,  and  another  is  being  built  on 
the  summit  of  the  Signal  Knpjoe 
(14,965  ft.). 

To  the  S.  of  the  Col  d’Olen  are 
grim  dark  mountains,  with  beds  of 
ice  and  snow,  and  towards  the  Lys 
valley  green  slopes,  from  which  a 
ridge  rises  midway  in  the  course  of 
the  descent,  A  stranger  may  be 
puzzled  on  which  side  to  pass  it,  as 
there  is  little  track.  He  will  find 
a  way  on  either  side,  but  the  proper 
course  is  to  the  rt.  Pleasant  pas¬ 
turages  lead  down  to  the  Lys  valley, 
near  the  village  of  Orsia.  Hence  it 
is  hr.’s  walk  to  Gressoney  La 
Trinite,  (5338  ft.)  (3  hrs.  from  the 
col),  whence  it  is  ij  hr.  further  to 
St.  Jean.  Close  to  the  road  is  a 
picturesque  spot  on  the  river.  The 
water  has  hollowed  itself  a  very 
deep  channel  across  which  a  mass  of 
rock  has  fallen,  forming  a  natural 
bridge,  which  leads  to  the  chapel 
and  some  adjacent  houses.  [If  the 
traveller  intends  to  cross  the  Betta- 
forca  (see  Rte.  125)  he  may  take  a 
track  to  the  rt.  at  Orsia,  at  once  com¬ 
mencing  the  ascent  of  the  second  pass, 
but  it  is  a  fatiguing  day’s  walk  to 
reach  the  head  of  the  Val  d’Ayas 
from  Alagna.] 

h.  The  route  to  the  Col  de  Val  Dobbia 
starts  from  Riva  (Rte.  119^,  passes 
Janzo  (small  clean  Inn)  and  Sant’ 
Antonio,  and  then  ascends  above 
the  ravine  of  the  Vogna  by  a  long 
and  steep  path,  and  over  Aljjine  pas¬ 
tures,  but  offers  no  object  of  par¬ 
ticular  interest. 

The  distance  from  Riva  to  the  col, 
M^hich  is  8434  ft.  above  the  sea,  re¬ 
quires  4  hrs.  On  the  summit  there 
is  a  Hospice — a  stone  house  of  2  stories 
with  4  beds  for  travellers,  which  is 
the  successor  of  a  hovel  which  ex¬ 
isted  here  in  De  Saussure’s  time. 
It  was  built  at  the  expense  of  the 
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Canon  Sottile,  of  Rossa,  in  Val  Sesia, 
and  is  inhabited  throughout  the 
year  by  2  men  who  attend  to  travel¬ 
lers  and  their  wants.  The  view 
from  the  col  is  comparatively  unin¬ 
teresting,  as  Monte  Rosa  is  concealed 
from  the  traveller.  The  descent  to 
Gressoney  may  be  easily  made  in 
2  hrs. 

Gressoney  (St.  Jean)  (4544  ft.). 
The  Queen  of  Italy  has  several  times 
spent  part  of  the  summer  here  in  the 
villa  of  M.  de  Peccoz.  There  are  no 
first-class  guides  here,  but  several 
men  are  well  acquainted  with  the 
neighbouring  ranges. 

Gressoney  is  properly  the  name  of 
the  commune  which  includes  all  the 
upper  part  of  the  Val  de  Lys,  or 
Lysthal.  There  are  many  hamlets 
scattered  along  the  course  of  the 
stream  for  a  distance  of  about  8  m. 
The  principal  one  is  that  of  St.  Jean, 
901  Inhab. ).  Its  situation  is  charm¬ 
ing.  It  lies  in  a  broad  level  valley 
open  to  the  S.,  elsewhere  enclosed 
by  broken  and  wooded  hill-sides, 
overlooked  on  the  N.  by  the  shining 
crest  of  the  Lyskamm.  The  beauty 
of  the  scenery,  and  the  comfortable 
quarters,  combine  to  make  this  one 
of  the  most  desirable  stopping-places 
on  the  Italian  side  of  Monte  Rosa  ; 
but  for  those  who  desire  a  close  ac¬ 
quaintance  with  the  great  mountain, 
the  distance  of  St.  Jean  from  the 
head  of  the  valley  (fully  3  hrs.’  walk 
to  the  foot  of  the  glacier)  is  a  serious 
drawback.  The  best  guide  to  the 
valley  is  Signori  V.  Sella  and  D. 
Vallino’s  beautifully  illustrated 
monograph,  Monte  Rosa  e  Gressoney 
(1890). 

In  the  communes  at  the  head  of 
the  Piedmontese  valleys  of  Monte 
Rosa  the  German  language  is  sj^oken  ; 
in  the  Val  Sesia,  at  Alagna,  in  the 
Val  Anzasca  above  Pestarena,  and  in 
the  Val  de  Lys  at  Gressoney,  which 
is  the  most  considerable  of  the  Ger¬ 
man  communes  and  the  most  ancient 
(see  Rte.  120  ad  Jin.).  The  people  of 
these  communities  emigrated  from 
the  Upper  Valais,  mainly  in  the  13th 
cent.,  and  are  as  distinct  in  their 


manners  as  in  their  language  from 
their  neighbours  lower  down  the  val¬ 
leys,  with  whom  they  hold  little  in¬ 
tercourse  :  they  encourage  a  pride  of 
birth  and  birthplace  which  main¬ 
tains  the  separation.  At  Gressoney 
this  is  perhaps  more  strongly  ex¬ 
emplified  than  in  any  other  district. 
The  education  and  attainments  of 
the  inhabitants  are  of  a  higher  order 
than  is  usually  found  in  such  a  class, 
especially  among  mountains.  Many 
of  their  young  men  have  distin¬ 
guished  themselves  when  they  have 
gone  abroad  in  the  world.  They  have 
risen  to  be  merchants  and  bankers, 
and  many  from  among  them  have 
become  eminent  for  learning  and 
science,  and  refiected  honour  on  the 
little  community  located  in  this  Al¬ 
pine  solitude.  Amongthese  was  Herr 
Zumstein,  better  known  in  the  Val 
Sesia  as  M.  Delapierre,  inspector  of 
the  forests  of  the  Val  Sesia,  who  long 
since  explored  the.  flanks  and  as¬ 
cended  one  of  the  summits  of  Monte 
Rosa,  and  gave  great  assistance  to 
Colonel  von  Welden  in  preparing  his 
work  (1824)  on  the  topography  of 
Monte  Rosa. 

Irrespective  of  the  passes  which 
lead  from  Gressoney  to  the  E. — 
already  described — and  those  leading 
westward  (described  in  Rte.  125), 
there  are  many  interesting  excur¬ 
sions  to  be  made,  and  travellers  do 
unwisely  who  merely  hurry  through, 
without  seeing  as  much  of  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  mountains  as  weather  and 
strength  will  permit.  The  most  in¬ 
teresting  excursion  in  fine  weather 
is  that  to  the 

Lys  Glacier.  There  is  a  good  paved 
mule-path  as  far  as  Noyersch, 
where  Herr  Zumstein  resided.  Be¬ 
yond  this  (about  i|hr.  from  St.  Jean) 
is  the  large  hamlet  of  Gressoney  la 
Trinite  (197  Inhab.).  Next  is  Or- 
sia,  whence  the  path  to  the  Col 
d’Olen  ascends  on  the  rt.,  and  that 
to  the  Bettaforca  on  the  1.  (see  Rte. 
125).  Beyond  the  last  hamlet,  at  a 
spot  called  Stafel,  is  a  large  house 
belonging  to  Baron  Louis  de  Peccoz, 
a  native  of  this  valley,  who,  after 
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having  acquired  a  fortune  and  title 
in  Germany,  returned  to  his  birth¬ 
place,  and  here  indulged  in  the  pas¬ 
sion  for  chamois-hunting.  He  had 
several  chalets  on  the  neighbouring 
mountains,  one  at  Salza  close  to  the 
E.  bank  of  the  Lys  Glacier,  and  a 
house  at  St.  Jean,  where  he  kept  a 
collection  of  trophies  of  the  chase, 
including  some  unusually  fine  bou- 
quetins’  heads.  The  Cortlis  chalet 
sheltered  early  explorers  of  the  dis¬ 
trict,  but  since  the  erection  of  the 
Zrm  on  the  Col  d’Olen,  is  less  used 
for  glacier  expeditions,  while  the 
new  Sella  Club  hut,  3  hrs.  above  it, 
is  the  best  starting-point  for  expedi¬ 
tions  in  the  ranges  to  the  W.,  and 
may  form  the  object  of  a  day’s  excur¬ 
sion  from  Gressoney,  as  it  is  amidst 
very  fine  glacier  scenery.  The  Lys 
Glacier  is  more  easily  approached  on 
the  E.  than  the  W.  side,  where  the 
moraine  is  extremely  high  and  steep. 
It  is  well  worth  while  to  ascend  on 
the  E.  by  the  lateral  moraine  until 
the  less  crevassed  part  is  reached, 
and  then  from  the  base  of  the  Hohes 
Licht  to  advance  over  the  glacier 
towards  the  foot  of  the  Nase,  a 
conspicuous  promontory  forming 
the  S.  buttress  of  the  Lyskamm,  and 
standing  out  in  the  midst  of  the 
glaciei*,  which  falls  in  magnificent 
ice-cascades  on  either  side  of  it. 
Practised  mountaineers  may  cross 
the  glacier,  and  descend  the  steej) 
moraine  on  the  W.  side  :  not  less 
than  10  hrs.  should  be  allowed  for 
the  excursion.  On  the  E.  side  of  the 
glacier,  and  below  theVincent-Pyra- 
mide,  is  the  Hohes  Lichtj  a  rounded 
prominence,  where  at  one  time  a 
gold-mine  was  worked  at  more  than 
10,800  ft.  above  the  sea.  A  hut  was 
constructed  near  the  mine,  which 
served  Zumstein  and  other  explorers 
of  Monte  Rosa  as  a  sleeping-place. 
Another  hut  called  Vincenihiltte  was 
subsequently  built  about  600  ft.  lower 
(10,335  ft.)  on  the  ridge  descending 
from  the  Vincent-Pyramide,  close  to 
the  summit  of  the  Colle  clelle  Pisse.  The 
brothers  Schlagintweit  remained 
there  for  14  days  in  1851  engaged  in 


scientific  observations.  One  of  the 
finest  panoramic  views  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Gressoney  is  that  from 
the  summit  of 

The  Grauhaupt  (10,876  ft.  in 
height),  rising  precipitously  on  the 
W.  side  of  the  Val  de  Lys. 

‘No  one  should,  if  possible,  leave 
Gressoney  without  ascending  it,  if 
the  weather  be  favourable.  It  is 
a  difficult  excursion  for  ladies,  at 
least  to  the  very  tojD.  The  view 
from  the  summit  is  a  superb  pano¬ 
rama.  After  ascending  the  Val  de 
Lys  for  35  min.,  a  steep  path  by 
the  side  of  a  waterfall  on  the  1. 
leads  up  to  a  cluster  of  chalets  and 
the  luxuriant  Loigen  pasturages. 
Thence  the  ascent  is  easier, 
over  the  side  of  the  hill,  rich  with 
rhododendrons  and  mosses,  till 
vegetation  disappears,  and  the  path 
mounts  by  the  side  of  a  stream  to 
the  Col  de  Pintci  or  Pinter  Joch  (9121 
ft.),  3  hrs.  from  Gressoney,  a  wild 
and  desolate  depression  in  the  ridge, 
strewn  with  large  rocks.  Here  the 
mule-path  ends.  Hence  the  whole 
range  finm  the  Grand  Combin  to 
the  Grand  Paradis,  S.  of  the  Val 
d’ Aosta,  is  seen,  Mont  Blanc  rear¬ 
ing  its  huge  amphitheatre  of  ice 
high  above  its  neighbours.  Beyond 
this  the  way — not  path,  for  there  is 
none — lies  over  loose  shingle  and 
shale  ;  several  large  rocks  have  to 
be  either  circumvented  or  climbed, 
and  the  incline,  just  beyond  the  col, 
is  very  steep  :  afterwards  it  lies 
over  firmer  stones,  the  footing  on 
which  is  more  secure  ;  5  or  10  min. 
before  reaching  the  summit  there  is 
a  stiff  climb  of  20  or  30  ft.  of  steep 
rock,  and  in  i|  hr.  from  the  pass 
the  top  is  reached.  A  perfect  circle 
of  mountains  here  rewards  the 
trouble  of  the  ascent  ;  Monte  Rosa, 
the  Lyskamm,  and  the  majestic 
Matterhorn  appear  quite  close ; 
Mont  Blanc,  farther  away  to  the 
W.,  easily  proves  himself  to  bo  the 
‘Monarch  of  Mountains,’  at  least  in 
height.  The  Grivola,  the  Grand 
Paradis,  and  all  the  ranges  N.  of 
Turin,  are  in  the  middle  distance  ; 
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whilst  the  Maritime  Alps  which 
bound  the  Riviera  from  Nice  to 
Genoa,  with  Monte  Vise  conspicu¬ 
ously  great  on  the  one  side,  and  the 
Trentino  Alps  on  the  other,  form  a 
splendid  background  to  this  glorious 
panorama. 

‘  The  time,  exclusive  of  stoppages 
was  : — Ascent  5  hrs.,  descent  3;f,’ 

Those  who  do  not  feel  confident 
of  their  strength  will  do  better  to 
attempt  the  easier  summit  of  the 
Pointe  de  la  Combetta  (7842  ft.),  S.  of 
the  Col  de  la  Ranzola  (Rte.  125). 
Another  summit,  less  difficult  than 
the  Grauhaupt,  but  more  laborious 
than  the  Combetta  is  the 

Telchenhorn  (9298  ft.),  whose  top  is 
seen  exactly  in  the  back-ground  of 
the  valley  from  the  bridge  of  Gres- 
soney.  It  may  be  reached  in  3  hrs. 
from  the  Cortlis  chalet,  which  is  2 
hrs.  from  La  Trinite. 

It  would  be  possible  to  combine 
the  ascent  of  the  Telchenhorn  with 
an  excursion  on  the  Lys  Glacier  in 
one  long  day’s  walk,  or  it  may  be 
taken  on  the  way  to  the  Col  d’Olen. 

The  Bee  de  Frudiere  (10,073  ft.), 
commands,  probably,  the  most  com¬ 
plete  and  beautiful  panorama  of  any 
of  the  peaks  near  Gressoney.  It  is 
reached  through  a  glen  opening  into 
the  Lysthal  about  an  hour  below 
La  Trinite.  It  is  possible  to  descend 
directly  to  Issime. 

From  Gressoney  it  is  a  walk  of 
about  18  m.  (6  hrs.)  to  descend 
the  Val  de  Lys,  or  Vallesa  as  the 
Italian  portion  of  the  valley  is  called, 
to  Pont  St.  Martin  in  the  Val 
d’Aosta,  passing  many  villages  and 
hamlets,  of  which  the  principal  are 
Gaby,  Issime,  Fontainemore,  and  Lillianes, 
through  wild  and  imposing  rock 
scenery,  combined  with  the  richest 
vegetation  in  a  manner  characteris¬ 
tic  of  the  Val  d’Aosta  and  its  lateral 
valleys.  At  Issime,  half-way,  lunch 
may  be  had  at  the  village  Inn. 
The  ch.  contains  some  frescoes. 
Outside  it,  on  the  village  green,  the 
magistrate’s  chair  is  still  preserved. 
About  Trina  the  valley  is  strewn 
with  huge  rolled  blocks  or  boulders. 


As  you  approach  the  Ponte  della 
Trinita  the  scene  becomes  sterner, 
the  precipices  more  shattered,  with 
long  shoots  of  debris  and  detached 
rocks.  Below  Issime  an  unbroken 
and  beautiful  wood  of  sweet  chestnut 
stretches  across  the  valley.  The  final 
descent  to  Pont  St.  Martin  is  full  of 
Italian  loveliness.  The  Vallesa  loses 
in  interest  to  those  who  ascend  it. 

Pont  St.  Martin,  a  station  on 
the  railway  from  Ivrea  to  Aosta  (Rte. 

134)- 

The  glacier  passes  of  the  Lysjoch 
(14,033  ft.),  the  Felikjoch  (13,347  ft  ), 
and  the  Schwarzthor  (12,274  ft-)?  to 
the  Riffel  and  Zermatt,  are  noticed  in 
Rte.  127.  For  passes  to  the  Biellese, 
see  next  Rte.  For  passes  to  the  Val 
d’Ayas,  see  Rte.  125. 


ROUTE  124. 

BIELLA  TO  GRESSONEY  ST.  JEAN, 
BY  OROPA  OR  VAL  ANDORNO. 

Biella,  connected  by  a  branch 
line  from  Santhia  with  the  Turin- 
Milan  railroad,  may  be  reached 
in  2|  hrs.  from  Turin,  or  4  hrs. 
from  Milan  (see  Handbook  for  Italy). 
It  is  a  prosperous  Italian  coun¬ 
try  town  (14,844  Inhab.),  situated 
at  the  foot  of  the  Alps,  the  first  spurs 
of  which  rise  above  it  in  richly- 
wooded  and  thickly-populated  slopes. 
It  is  divided  into  an  upper  and  lower 
town.  The  streets  are  arcaded. 
There  are  few  edifices  of  interest  to 
the  traveller.  The  cathedral  is  of 
the  rsth  cent.  ;  the  baptistery  is 
older.  The  Church  of  San  Sebastiano» 
contains  pictures  ascribed  to  B. 
Luini  and  G.  Ferrari,  but  offers 
little  remarkable  to  detain  the 
traveller.  Its  environs  are  celebrated 
in  N.  Italy  for  their  natural  beauty 
and  salubrity,  which  have  caused 
them  to  be  studded  with  villas,  and 
also  for  their  iron  manufactories. 
Three  frequented  pilgrimage-shrines 
lie  within  a  short  drive  of  the  city  ; 
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there  are  also  several  hydropathic 
establishments.  Two  of  the  shrines 
lie  on  the  paths  which  lead  through 
the  hills  to  the  Val  de  Lys,  and  are  de¬ 
scribed  in  their  place.  The  third,  the 
17th  cent.  Santiiario  di  Graglia  (2664 
ft.),  lies  more  to  the  W.,  and  is  reached 
from  the  town  in  under  2  hrs.  by  a 
pleasant  road.  The  sanctuary  consists 
of  a  ch.,  and  a  building  in  which 
visitors  are  lodged  gratuitously  for  9 
days.  There  is  also  a  good  Hydro¬ 
pathic  Hotel-Pension  frequented  by 
Piedmontese.  It  commands  a  noble 
view  of  the  plain  and  the  S.W.  Alps. 
Paths  connect  it  directly  with  Ivrea 
2|  hrs.  ),  and  the  Sanctuary  of  Oropa 
3  hrs.). 

[The  traveller  proceeding  towards 
the  Italian  lakes  may  drive  to  Bor- 
go  Sesia  (20  m.)  and  Varallo  or 
Orta  by  a  charming  country  road, 
passing  through  many  country 
towns,  and  descending  Val  Strona  to 
the  Sesia. 

The  road  to  Ivrea  (4  hrs.)  tra¬ 
verses  the  vast  moraine  (La  Serra) 
of  the  ancient  glacier  of  Val  d ’Aosta. 
Pedestrians  will  prefer  to  drive  to 
Graglia,  and  walk  thence  to  Ivrea.] 

a.  Gressoney  by  Oropa. 

It  is  a  beautiful  drive  of  2|  hrs. 
(carriage  10  fr.)  from  Biella  to  the 
Sanctuary  of  Oropa.  The  road  as¬ 
cends  constantly  between  high 
hedgerows,  past  numerous  villages, 
and  through  delicious  chestnut 
forests,  commanding  a  noble  pro¬ 
spect  over  the  plain  and  the  sur¬ 
rounding  hills. 

About  3  m.  from  Biella,  at  Cossilla, 
is  a  hydropathic  establishment. 
English  visitors  would  mostly  prefer 
the  situation  of  the  large  establish¬ 
ment,  15  min.  short  of  the  Sanctu¬ 
ary,  well  kept  (pension  12  fr.  a  day', 
and  beautifully  situated  at  a  height 
of  3600  ft. 

The  ancient  Sanctuary  of  Oropa 
13872  ft.)  is  a  most  imposing  pile  of 
buildings  ranged  round  two  quad¬ 
rangles.  The  lower  quadrangle, 
open  to  the  S.  and  approached  by  an 
avenue,  is  divided  from  the  second 

[S'ifite.  II.] 


by  a  range  of  buildings  raised  on  an 
open  arcade.  The  church,  which 
contains  the  black  female  figure 
venerated  as  a  representation  of  the 
Virgin  by  St.  Luke,  is  small.  The 
visitor  will  remark  the  usual  crowd 
of  votive  tablets,  and  will,  perhaps, 
note  with  surprise  the  use  of  pho¬ 
tography  in  these  offerings.  The 
hospice  can  lodge  2000  guests,  who 
are  received  gratuitously  for  9  days, 
but  must  obtain  their  food  at  one  of 
the  excellent  restaurants  in  the 
outer  court.  The  pilgrims  are 
reckoned  at  from  70,000  to  80,000  an¬ 
nually,  and  as  the  spot  is  ‘  sanissimo  ’ 
as  well  as  ‘  santissimo,’  it  may  be  be¬ 
lieved  that  most  of  them  derive 
benefit  from  their  stay.  The  rooms 
provided  are  clean,  and  decently 
furnished. 

To  the  W.  of  the  Ospizio  is  a  series 
of  chapels,  closely  resembling  those 
at  Varallo,  containing  life-size  fi¬ 
gures  representing  incidents  in  the 
history  of  the  Virgin.  The  Marri¬ 
age  at  Cana  is  noteworthy. 

[There  are  easy  paths  to  the  rival 
Sanctuaries  of  Graglia  (2^  hrs.)  and 
San  Giovanni  in  Val  Andorno  (2| 
hrs.).  The  latter  crosses  a  low  pass.] 

The  route  from  the  Hospice  to  Val 
de  Lys  by  the  Col  della  Croce  Grande  or 
della  Barma  is  easy,  but  very  puzzling 
to  find,  and  travellers  will  do  well  to 
hire  a  guide  to  the  top.  At  an  alp 
I  hr.  from  Oropa,  the  track  turns 
up  a  steep  hillside.  Leaving  to  the 
rt.  a  higher  alp  and  the  apparent 
pass,  the  Alpe  della  Strada  is 
reached.  The  path  here  bends  east¬ 
wards,  and  reaches  a  false  col,  near 
which  several  crosses  mark  the  spot 
where  a  ‘  tourmente  ’  overtook  some 
unfortunate  peasants.  15  min. 
further  a  chapel  marks  the  crest 
(2|  hrs).  The  pass  (74^^  com¬ 
mands  little  distant  view,  but  an 
ascent  of  15  min.  to  the  rocky  point 
E.  of  it  is  rewarded  by  a  panorama 
including  the  Monte  Rosa  chain,  the 
Matterhorn, Mont  Blanc,  the  Grandes 
Jorasses,  the  Cogne  Alps,  and  Monte 
Viso.  The  Mofit  Mars  ( 853 1  ft. )  W.  of 
the  pass,  commands  a  moie  complete 
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panorama,  but  is  somewhat  distant 
and  rugged. 

The  descent  into  the  Val  de  Lys  is 
long.  The  path  is  in  places  a  care¬ 
fully-made  staircase  among  huge 
blocks.  Several  lakes  are  passed. 
Below  the  last,  near  the  Alp  Vargno, 
the  traveller  is  tempted  by  an  ex¬ 
cellent  track  running  along  the 
shady  side  of  the  valley  ;  if  bound  for 
Gressoney  he  must  be  careful  to  leave 
it  when  above  the  opening  of  the  val¬ 
ley  it  trends  to  the  W.  It  is  easy  at 
this  point  to  join  the  true  path  on  the 
rt.  bank  of  the  torrent,  and  by  bear¬ 
ing  constantly  to  the  rt.  to  reach  the 
route  of  Val  de  Lys  at  the  Ponte  di 
Gramolla  j  hr.  below  Issinie.  The 
final  descent  into  the  richly-forested 
valley  is  of  exquisite  beauty.  6  hrs. 
will  suffice  a  good  walker  to  go  from 
Oropa  to  Issime  (see  Rte.  123). 

b.  By  Val  Andorno. 

A  good  carriage-road  extends  from 
Biella  to  Piedicavallo,  a  drive  of  2| 
hrs.  The  inhabitants  of  Val  An¬ 
dorno  emigrate  largely  as  contractors 
and  master-masons,  and  often  return 
to  build  ‘  palazzi  ’  in  their  native 
valley,  which  has  thus  been  filled 
with  handsome  edifices. 

Andorno,  |  hr.  from  Biella  (1788 
ft.  \  has  a  well-kept  Hydropathic  H. 
and  Pension.  The  scenery  is  bright 
and  varied.  In  hr.  Campiglia  is 
reached,  the  chief  village  of  the  up¬ 
per  valley. 

[Here  a  road  branches  off  to  the 
Sanctuary  of  San  Giovanyii{2>SSl  ft-)  The 
ascent  is  through  a  beech-wood.  The 
situation  is  charming.  Rooms  are 
given  gratuitously  for  9  days  (as  at 
Oropa  and  Graglia)  to  visitors,  and 
there  are  good  restaurants.  It  is  a 
2|  hrs.’ walk  hence  to  Oropa.] 

The  scenery  becomes  more  severe 
as  the  road  approaches  the  bend  of 
the  valley  and  Piedicavallo. 

From  this  place,  or  the  neighbour¬ 
ing  village  of  Montesinaro,  the  ascent 
of  Monte  Bo  (8386  ft.)  may  be  made  in 
4 1  hrs.  It  commands  a  vast  and 
varied  panorama  of  the  Alps  and 


plains,  which  has  been  engraved  by 
the  Italian  Alpine  Club. 

The  traveller  proceeding  to  Val  de 
Lys  has  the  choice  of  three  passes, 
known  as  the  Colie  della  Vecchia  (4577 
ft.),  Colle  Mologna  Grande  1,8025  ft.}, 
and  Colle  Mologna  Piccola  (,6874  ft.). 
The  first  is  the  shortest,  the  Mologna 
Piccola  being  rather  longer  —  mule 
paths  over  both  in  about  5  hrs.  to 
Gaby,  2  hrs.  below  Gressoney  St. 
Jean. 

The  Colle  Mologna  Grande  is  2  hrs. 
longer,  but  enables  the  traveller 
to  reach  and  enjoy  the  view  from 
the  neighbouring  Monte  Tre  Vescovi 
(8206  ft. )  It  is  only  a  foot-path,  and 
from  the  col  a  traverse  of  i  hr. 
leads  to  a  second  pass.  Col  de  Lazzo- 
ney,  whence  the  descent  lies  past  the 
Alps  of  Ober  and  Unterloo.  The 
path  reaches  the  valley  at  the  ham¬ 
let  of  Lomatta,  i  hr.  below  Gressoney 
St.  Jean,  Avhich  may  be  reached  in 
about  8  hrs.  from  Piedicavallo,  this 
being  the  most  direct  rte. 

Fi’om  the  second  pass  tracks  lecid- 
ing  to  Val  Sesia  by  the  glens  of  the 
Vogna  or  the  Artogna,  and  from  the 
first  pass  by  the  Sorba  glen,  may  be 
taken  by  a  pedestrian. 

Travellers  in  this  region  should 
provide  themselves  with  the  excel¬ 
lent  local  guide  book  Gnida  nel 
Biellese,  published  at  Biella  (2nd 
edition,  1887). 


ROUTE  125. 

GRESSONEY  TO  CHATILLON,  BY 
THE  COL  DE  LA  RANZOLA,  BY 
THE  BETTAFORCA,  OR  BY  THE 
BETTLINER  PASS. 

The  three  valleys  of  Sesia,  An- 
zasca,  and  Lys,  described  in  Rtes. 
119,120,  and  123,  diverge  from  Monte 
Rosa  like  the  spokes  of  a  wheel  from 
the  axle,  and  therefore  the  shortest 
passage  from  one  to  the  other  is 
that  nearest  to  the  central  moun¬ 
tain.  The  two  valleys  which  succeed 
the  Val  de  Lys  to  the  westward — the 
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valleys  of  Cliallant  and  Tournanche 
— are  nearly  parallel  to  it  and  to  each 
other,  and  they  all  three  open  out 
into  the  Yal  d’ Aosta,  which  is  the 
main  depression  parallel  to  the  ridge 
of  the  Pennine  Alps,  The  range 
separating  the  Yal  de  Lys  from  the 
Yal  Chcxllant  may  be  passed  at  many 
points,  blit  the  two  frequented  passes 
are  the  Col  de  la  Ranzola  and  the 
Bettaforca.  The  former  is  by  far 
the  easier,  and  is  besides  consider¬ 
ably  the  shorter  rte,  to  Chatillon  or 
Aosta, 

a.  To  reach  the  Col  de  la  Ranzola^  it 
is  necessary  to  ascend  the  steep 
forest  paths  and  slopes  of  the  moun¬ 
tain  on  the  side  of  the  valley  nearly 
opposite  to  the  Col  de  Yal  Dobbia  ; 
it  is  a  rather  fatiguing  mule-path 
the  whole  way  to  the  summit  of  the 
ridge  which  divides  the  valleys  of 
Lys  and  Cliallant, 

On  emerging  from  the  pine-forest, 
a  grand  view  of  Monte  Rosa  and 
the  Lyskamm  is  presented,  the  beau¬ 
tiful  Val  de  Lys  lying  far  below 
the  traveller,  with  its  quiet  villages 
and  fertile  pasturages.  The  Lys, 
like  a  silver  thread,  may  be  traced 
up  to  its  glaciers.  On  either  side  of 
the  valley  the  vast  mountains,  belted 
with  forests,  offer,  at  depressions  in 
their  ridges,  the  paths  by  which  the 
most  frequent  intercourse  takes 
place  with  the  neighbouring  valleys. 
From  a  grass-covered  peak  rising  S,, 
and  about  700  ft,  above  the  pass, 
called  Pointe  de  la  Combetta  (7842  ft,  ), 
one  of  the  finest  panoramic  views  of 
Monte  Rosa,  the  Yal  d’ Aosta,  and 
the  Yal  de  Lys  may  be  obtained. 
This  point  can  be  reached  in  i  hr, 
from  the  col,  and  in  2^  or  3  hrs, 
from  Gressoney, 

At  the  top  of  the  pass  (7123 
ft,),  Monte  Rosa  is  shut  out, 
but  in  clear  weather  the  tra¬ 
veller  is  recompensed  by  a 
distant  view  of  Mont  Blanc,  The 
descent  is  gradual  to  the  little  ham¬ 
let  of  St.  Graf,  then  somewhat  steep, 
the  latter  part  of  the  way  along  a 
mountain  of  serpentine,  to  Brusson, 
The  Val  Cliallant  may  be  traced  in  its 


course  to  Yerres,  where  it  joins  the 
Yal  d’ Aosta,  in  which  the  Loire  may 
be  distinctly  seen,  flashing  across 
like  a  streak  of  light,  broken  by  the 
dark  mass  of  the  Castle  of  Yerres, 
which  stands  at  the  very  junction  of 
the  two  valleys,  while  under  the 
feet,  or  not  far  off,  is  perched  upon 
the  declivity  the  picturesque  Castle 
of  Cliallant,  In  4  hrs,  from  Gres¬ 
soney  the  traveller  reaches 

Brusson,  a  beautifully  situated 
village  (4370  ft,).  From  here  the 
Val  Challant  may  be  descended  to 
Yerres  in  the  Yal  d’Aosta,  about 
3  hrs,’  walk,  which  will  be  found 
very  hot  by  those  coming  from  the 
highland  valleys.  The  scenery  is 
beautiful,  but  the  inhabitants  are 
afflicted  with  goitre  and  cretinism  to 
a  painful  extent.  Above  Brusson 
the  valley  changes  its  character  and 
its  name,  being  called  Val  d’Aya» 
from  the  name  of  the  chief  village. 
The  most  direct  and  agreeable  route 
from  Brusson  to  Chatillon  and  Aosta 
is  by  the 

Col  de  Jon  or  de  Joux  (5374  ft,\  To 
reach  it  the  bridle-path,  after  cross¬ 
ing  some  meadows  beyond  Brusson, 
winds  steeply  up  through  a  forest  of 
pines  and  larches,  and  by  a  glade 
between  the  trees  to  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  pasturages  in  the  Alps — 
the  Col  de  Jon,  which  is  a  fine  green¬ 
sward,  broad  and  luxuriant.  This 
is  not  a  pass  over  a  depression  in  a 
mountain  range,  such  as  arc  com¬ 
mon  in  the  Alps,  but  merely  a  shoit 
cut  gained  by  crossing  the  shoulder 
of  a  mountain,  instead  of  winding 
round  its  base.  The  Mont  Zerbion 
(8928  ft,)  is  the  southern  extremity 
of  the  range  separating  the  Yal 
d’Ayas  from  the  Yal  Tournanche, 
and  it  is  over  the  side  of  this  moun¬ 
tain  that  the  track  lies. 

On  reaching  the  descent  towards 
the  Yal  d’Aosta,  near  a  little  chapel 
of  St,  Grat,  that  charming  valley  is 
seen  in  all  its  length,  from  Chatillon 
to  Mont  Blanc,  the  summit  of  which 
only  is  seen  on  the  rt,  peering  into 
the  Yal  d’Aosta,  over  several  lines  of 
mountains,  Tlie  prospect  of  the  Yal 
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d’Aosta  itself  is  of  extraordinary 
beauty  ;  its  innumerable  meadows, 
margined  by  thick  woods,  which 
creep  up  the  water-channelled  dells 
at  the  foot  of  the  mountains — the 
shadowy  forms  of  the  Cogne  Alps 
— the  Castle  of  TJssel  on  its  rock, 
of  Fenis  overlooking  its  sea  of  wood, 
w'ith  numerous  white  ch.  towers  and 
spires — Aosta  and  its  plain,  and  the 
winding  flashes  of  the  Doire  undu¬ 
lating  or  sweeping  across  the  vale — 
combine  to  form  a  view  which  will 
long  haunt  the  memory,  A  series 
of  steep  zigzags  down  a  water-worn 
channel  brings  the  traveller  to  the 
forests  of  chestnut  and  walnut,  for 
which  the  Val  d’Aosta  is  celebrated. 
These  ofter  to  him  their  shade,  and 
soon  the  vines  add  their  luxuriant 
foliage  to  the  cool  and  refreshing 
path  which  leads  past  the  mineral 
spring  to  the  village  and  Baths  of 
St,  Vincent  (2^  hrs,  from  Brusson), 
The  valley  of  Aosta  is  entered  at  one 
of  its  finest  points  near 

St,  Vincent  (Ete,  134%  a  station 
on  the  rly,  i|  m,  from 

Chatillon  (Ete,  134).  Ely,  to 

Aosta, 

N,  of  the  Grauhaupt  are  the  fol¬ 
lowing  peaks  and  passes  between 
the  valleys  of  Gressoney  and  Ayas  : 
— Eothhorn,Bo^/t/iomPass,  Bettahorn, 
Bettaforca  Pass,  Bettlinerhorn,  Bett- 
liner  Pass.  Of  these  passes 

h.  The  Beitaforca  is  the  easiest 
between  the  upper  end  of  the  Val  de 
Lys  and  the  Val  d’Ayas,  It  is  not 
in  itself  very  interesting,  and  unless 
taken  on  the  way  between  Gressoney 
and  Zermatt,  or  unless  the  traveller 
wishes  to  explore  the  glaciers  at  the 
head  of  the  Val  d’Ayas,  there  is  little 
to  recommend  it.  It  is  quite  prac¬ 
ticable  for  mules,  A  good  track 
leads  from  Gressoney  La  Trinite  up 
the  valley  for  |  hr,,  then  turns  to 
the  1,  and  ascends  rapidly  for  i  hr, 
to  the  oratory  of  Santa  Anna,  with 
a  beautiful  view  of  the  Lyskamm 
and  its  glaciers  :  another  good  hour 
of  gentle  ascent  brings  the  traveller 
to  the  col  (8780  ft,),  on  which  is  a 


wooden  cross.  On  the  descent  the 
Forcachalets  and  the  village  of  Resy 
are  passed.  The  very  poor  village  of 
San  Giacomo  d’Ayas  is  next 
reached,  ^  hr,  above  which,  at  a 
place  called  Fiery,  is  an  Inn,  with 
fair  accommodation,  7  hrs,  from 
Gressoney, 

The  Upper  BettUner  Pass  (10,358  ft, ', 
N,  of  the  Bettaforca,  crosses  the 
mountains  close  to  the  glaciers,  and 
is  a  finer  but  longer  passage.  From 
the  Cortlis  chalet  at  the  head  of  the 
Lysthal  a  mule-path  leads  in  3  hrs, 
to  the  col.  On  the  descent  the  track 
passes  between  the  Klein  Verra 
Glacier  on  the  rt,  and  the  Monte  Rosso 
1,,  and  then  down  the  Verra  glen  to 
the  Inn  at  Fiery,  From  S,  Giacomo 
the  path  down  the  Val  d’Ayas 
follows  the  Even9on  stream 
past  San  Giacomo  d’Ayas  to 
Ayas,  and  a  little  further  joins 
the  track  from  Brusson  over  the 
Col  de  Jon,  Distance — about  7  hrs. 
from  Gressoney  to  San  Giacomo  ;  2| 
hrs.  from  San  Giacomo  to  Brusson. 
The  Lotver  BettUner  Pass  (9872  ft.),  is 
between  the  Monte  Eosso  and  the 
Bettaforca,  being  practically  a  varia¬ 
tion  of  the  latter.  The  upper  pass 
is  crossed  by  any  one  starting  from 
Fiery  who  wishes  to  gain  the  Sella 
Club  hut  at  the  foot  of  the  Zwil- 
linge. 

From  Fiery  the  traveller  may 
cross  to  Val  Tournanche  by  2  passes 
just  S.  of  the  Grand  Tournalin,  the 
Col  de  Nana,  and  the  Col  du  Tournalin, 
the  latter  of  which  may  be  com¬ 
bined  with  an  ascent  of  the  peak 
(Ete.  128). 

From  the  head  of  the  Val  d’Ayas 
is  the  pass  of  the  Cimes  Blanches  (Ete. 
i28\  either  across  the  mountain  to 
Breuil,  or  to  Zermatt  by  the  St. 
Theodule,  the  paths  diverging  be¬ 
yond  the  chalets  of  Ventina.  Time 
to  Breuil  about  5  hrs. — to  Zermatt 
about  9. 

The  mountaineer  has  a  choice  of 
two  fine  passes  to  Zermatt,  the 
Scimarzthor  and  FeUkjoch  (Ete.  127). 
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ROUTE  126. 

VISP  TO  ZERMATT - RAILWAY. 

Rly.  (aif  m. )  opened  to  St.  Niklaus 
in  1890,  and  to  Zermatt  in  1891.  In 
the  steeper  portions,  the  cogwheel 
system  is  adoj^ted.  Several  trs.  daily 
in  28  min.  to  Stalden,  i  hr.  10  min. 
to  St.  Niklaus  and  2 1  hrs.  to  Zermatt; 
in  correspondence  with  those  to 
and  from  Brieg  and  Lausanne. 
Fares,  2nd  class  16  fr.,  3rd  class 
10  fr.  ;  5  stations  and  3  halting- 
places. 

The  concourse  of  travellers  to  the 
valleys  round  Monte  Rosa  ^  is  every 
year  increasing,  and  the  accommo¬ 
dation  has  kept  pace  with  the  influx 
of  strangers.  Zermatt  is  now  acces¬ 
sible  by  rail  from  Visp,  but  there  is 
no  second  way  out  except  by  glacier 
passes,  which  every  one  is  not  hardy 
enough  to  attempt.  The  St.  Theo- 
dule,  however,  is  in  no  way  difficult, 
and  is  passable  from  July  to  the 
middle  of  October. 

A  grand  Alpine  valley  leads  to 
Zermatt,  and  the  interest  is  kept  up 
by  occasional  glimpses  of  the  peaks 
and  glaciers  which  enclose  it.  This 
valley  suffered  terribly  from  the 
earthquake  in  1855  ;  precipices  were 
shaken  down,  chalets  overwhelmed, 
and  the  road,  which  had  just  been 
made,  destroyed  in  many  places. 

The  rly.,  on  leaving  Visp,  I'uns, 
below  the  walls  and  old  chateau  of 
Visp,  along  the  rt.  bank  of  the  Visp, 
and  enters  a  hot  and  sandy  valley, 
where  the  hills  are  covered  with 
vines  and  rich  in  wild  flowers,  the 
rosy-fruited  barberry,  and  other 
bushes.  In  front  is  seen  the  snowy 
Balfrin  (12,501  ft.),  the  extreme  N. 
peak  of  the  Saasgrat,  and  beyond 
Stalden  i\\e  Brunegghorn  (12,619  ft.), 
a  peak  N.  of  the  Weisshorn,  often 
mistaken  for  that  mountain. 

It  crosses  to  the  1.  bank  of  the 
Visp  near  the  picturesque,  and  now 
ancient 

1  For  the  history  of  the  rise  of  Zermatt  as 
a  mountaineering  centre  and  its  local  history 
since  1280,  see  Part  ii  of  Mr.  Coolidge’s  work, 
Suiiiss  Travel  and  Swiss  Guide-Books  (1889). 


I  Neubriicke,  where  the  trout 
which  rush  down  to  the  Rhone 
when  the  glaciers  melt  are  caught 
in  quantities. 

A  very  steep  ascent  along  the 
mountain  side,  with  a  precipice  on 
the  left  hand,  leads  to  the  (qf  m.) 
Stalden  Stat.,  at  the  foot  of  the  hill 
on  which  rises  the  village  (409  In- 
hab.)  of 

Stalden  (2753  ft.\  where  those 
bound  for  Saas  leave  the  train.  This 
village  is  prettily  situated  on  the 
hill-side,  at  the  junction  of  the  Gor- 
ner  Visp  and  Saaser  Visp.  E.  of  it, 
across  the  mountains,  the  Bistenen 
Pass  leads  to  the  Hospice  on  the 
Simj)lon  (Rte.  56).  The  line  con¬ 
tinues  to  ascend  to  the  plateau 
above  the  village,  and  passes 
through  several  tunnels,  on  issuing 
from  one  of  which  it  crosses  the 
Viaduct  of  MuMihach^  the  most  remark¬ 
able  work  of  art  on  the  line,  and 
then  runs  on  a  level  to  the  hamlet 
of  Kalpatran  (halting-place).  It 
next  crosses  to  the  rt.  bank  of  the 
stream,  and  pasSes  through  a  gorge, 
below  the  old  mule-path,  and  a  little 
above  the  stream,  crossing  it  once 
more,  and  making  another  steep 
ascent  before  entering 

10  m.  St.  INiklaus  Stat.,  above  the 
ch.  (3819  ft.),  a  good  resting  j^lace 
half-way  to  Zermatt.  This  village 
809  (Inhab.)  was  much  injured  by 
the  earthquake  in  1855  ;  it  is  the 
chief  place  in  the  valley,  charmingly 
situated  amidst  wild  Alpine  scenery, 
tempered  with  forests  and  orchards 
in  the  foreground.  Its  ch.  tower, 
with  shining  spire,  is  a  conspicuous 
land -mark. 

[The  village  of  Grachen,  high  up 
on  the  E.  side  of  the  valley,  half-way 
between  Stalden  and  St.  Niklaus, 
was  the  birthplace  of  Thomas 
Platter  (1499-1582'),  a  prominent 
person  among  the  Swiss  Humanists, 
who  has  left  a  most  interesting 
autobiography  describing  his  native 
valley  in  the  early  i6th  cent.  His 
house  is  still  shown,  and  may  form 
the  object  of  a  stroll  from  St.  Nik¬ 
laus.] 
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[W.  is  the  Augsthord  Pass  (Rte. 
129  ,  to  Zmeiden  in  the  Turtmann 
Thai,  and  the  ascent,  as  far  as  the 
Jungen  Cha2)elj  is  a  charming  excur¬ 
sion  from  St.  Niklaus.  It  is  very-^ 
steep,  but  can  be  made  in  2  hrs.’ 
riding  ;  the  object  being  the  mag¬ 
nificent  view  of  the  Mischabel  peaks, 
and  of  the  Weisshorn,  and  the  long 
vista  of  the  Zermatt  valley,  ter¬ 
minated  by  the  Lyskamm  and 
Breithorn.] 

At  St.  Niklaus  the  valley  expands, 
rising  E.  in  green  broken  ground 
to  the  heights  under  the  Balfrin, 
but  beyond  the  village  it  again  con¬ 
tracts  and  is  shut  in  on  the  W.  by 
precipices.  In  these  there  are  dark 
steep  openings  through  which  rush 
waterfalls.  Meadow  and  forest  are 
traversed,  and  soon  the  snows  of  the 
Breithorn  and  Little  Matterhorn  are 
seen  at  the  end  of  the  valley.  The 
train  halts  for  a  minute  at  Herbri- 
gen,  half-way  to  Randa,  where  the 
traveller  obtains  a  peep  of  the  Brun- 
egghorn  and  Weisshorn,  and  crosses  the 
stream  in  order  to  attain 

15I  m.  Randa  Stat.  (4754  ft.),  a 
village  of  229  Inhab.,  situated  among 
meadows,  and  opposite  a  gap  in  the 
precipice  walling  in  the  valley  on 
the  W.,  through  which  the  Bies 
Glacier  descends  from  the  Weisshorn. 
The  view  of  this  glacier  and  the 
Brunegghorn  is  fine.  Its  cliffs  pro¬ 
jected  against  the  sky,  overhang  an 
ice-fall  so  steep  that  it  seems  mar¬ 
vellous  they  can  be  held  in  position 
bv  the  force  of  cohesion.  At  times, 
indeed,  aided  by  warm  winds,  gra¬ 
vity  has  overcome  this  resistance, 
.and  precipitated  masses  into  the 
valley.  Such  a  catastrophe  occurred 
in  1637,  and  again  in  1819,  Dec.  27, 
when  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
glacier  suddenly  detached  itself, 
and  fell  a  height  of  1500  ft.  It 
passed  clear  of  the  village  of  Randa, 
but  the  mere  draught  of  air  produced 
by  a  fall  from  such  an  elevation 
overthrew  118  houses,  scattering  the 
timbers  of  which  they  were  built  like 
straws  to  the  distance  of  a  mile,  and 
hurling  rocks  many  fathoms  uphill. 


From  Randa  Saas  may  be  gained 
by  the  splendid  and  not  difficult 
B.ied  Pass  {Rte.  121/).  A  passage  to  the 
Turtmannthal  over  the  head  of  the 
Bies  glacier  by  the  Biesjoch  (11,644 
ft.  above  the  sea),  S.W.  of  the  Brun¬ 
egghorn,  can  be  made  in  10  hrs. 
The  ascent  by  the  rocks  which  over¬ 
hang  the  N.  bank  of  the  Bies  Glacier 
is  difficult.  The  descent  of  the 
Turtmann  Glacier  is  easy,  though 
sometimes  there  is  an  ice-wall  just 
below  the  col.  From  the  pass,  the 
Brunegghorn  (12,619  ft.)  can  be  easily 
ascended  in  i  hr.,  and  deseiwes  to 
be  more  visited,  as  the  view  is  most 
superb. 

E.  of  Randa  is  the  Festi  Glacier, 
which  comes  down  from  the  Dow, 
the  highest  point  of  the  Mischabel - 
horner,  14,942  ft.  above  the  sea. 
This  splendid  peak,  rising  10,000  ft. 
above  Randa,  was  first  ascended  in 
1858  by  the  Rev.  J.  Llewellyn  Davies. 
It  is  not  a  difficult  expedition,  but 
it  is  necessary  to  spend  a  night  in 
the  new  Club  hut  on  the  Festi  rocks. 
The  panorama  is  one  of  the  finest  in 
the  Alps.  Its  brother  peak,  the 
Tdschhorn  (14,758  ft.)  is,  from  the  W., 
a  rather  harder  climb,  also  first 
made  in  1862  by  Mr.  Davies,  but  it 
is  necessary  to  bivouac  under  an 
overhanging  rock.  Both  these  peaks 
have  been  climbed  also  by  their  S. 
and  N.  ridges  and  directly  from  Saas 
by  hardy  mountaineers. 

Randa  is  also  the  starting-point 
for  the  ascent  of  the  Weisshorn 
(14,804  ft.b  For  this  it  is  necessary 
to  sleep  at  a  new  hut  3  hrs.  from 
Randa. 

The  Weisshorn — so  named  from  its 
glittering  garb  of  snow  — one  of  the 
most  splendid  objects  in  the  Alps, 
seen  admirably  by  travellers  de¬ 
scending  the  upper  valley  of  the 
Rhone — had  been  long  deemed  in¬ 
accessible  until  ascended  in  1861  by 
Prof.  Tyndall.  It  is  a  pyramid,  of 
which  the  3  edges  or  aretes  descend 
N.,  S.,  and  E.  The  N.  fork  encloses 
the  head  of  the  Turtmann  Glacier',  the 
N.  and  E.  the  steep  Bies  Glacier,  the 
E.  and  S.  the  Schalliberg  Glacier,  It  was 


EOUTE  127. — ZEKMATT. 


491 


from  the  last  that  Prof.  Tyndall, 

4/  7 

accompanied  by  his  famous  guide, 
J.  Bennen,  and  by  an  Oberland 
guide,  named  Ulrich  Wenger,  gained 
the  E.  arete  by  a  couloir—  conspicu¬ 
ous  in  the  view  from  the  Eiffel — but 
found  the  crest  to  consist  of  a  most 
formidable  line  of  towers  and  crags, 
which  had  either  to  be  climbed  over 
or  circumvented.  From  the  Schalli- 
berg  hut  the  top  has  since  been 
reached  in  4|  hrs.  ;  and  it  has  now 
been  found  practicable  to  follow  the 
crest  of  the  arete  all  the  way.  In 
1871  two  ascents  were  made  by  the 
N.E.  face  and  N.  arete  in  9  hrs., 
from  a  bivouac  on  the  Kasfel,  3  hrs. 
above  Eanda.  The  peak  has  also 
been  reached  by  the  S.E.  face,  the 
S.W.  ridge,  and  by  an  excessively 
difficult  and  dangerous  rte.  up  the 
precipitous  W.  or  Zinal  face. 

Beyond  Eanda  the  valley  is  more 
level  and  pastoral.  The  train  calls  at 

17!  m.  Taseh,  at  the  foot  of  the 
Tiisch  Alp  and  the  Alphubel  and  Alla- 
fin  passes  (Ete.  121)  to  Saas  and  the 
Mattmark  See.  From  Tasch  the  line 
passes  to  the  1.  bank  of  the  stream, 
and  ascends,  passing  broken  forest 
ground,  and  to  the  rt.  a  romantic 
bridge,  on  the  old  mule-path,  and 
tlien  between  the  ragged  pines  the 
traveller  obtains  his  first  view  of  the 
Matterhorn^  distinguished  from  all 
other  peaks  by  its  strange  solitary 
pyramid.  The  rly.  runs  high  above 
the  stream  (opposite  the  char-road  till 
this  also  crosses  to  the  1.  bank),  and 
passing  through  a  tunnel  in  the 
great  rock  buttress  which  bars  the 
way,  enters  the  green  and  glacier¬ 
headed  basin  of  Zermatt,  and  very 
soon  reaches 

2 1 1  m.  Zermatt  Stat. ,  see  next  Ete. 
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EXCURSIONS,  ASCENTS,  AND  PASSES 
FROM  ZERMATT. 

Zermatt  (Piedmontese,  Praborgne). 
There  is  a  Post  Office,  Telegraph 


Stat.,  several  lawn  tennis  grounds,  a 
number  of  shops  with  carvings, 
dried  flowers,  &c.  Herr  Imfeld’s 
Eelief  of  the  neighbouring  ranges  is 
in  the  H.  Zermatt,  and  deserves  a 
visit.  M.  Loppe  sometimes  has 
a  few  of  his  unique  paintings  of  ice- 
scenery  on  exhibition  during  the 
season.  It  is  said  that  12,000  strangers 
visit  the  village  every  year,  so  that 
peace  and  quiet  are  no  longer  ob¬ 
tainable  there  save  early  or  late  in 
the  season.  This  retired  village,  of 
525  Inhab.,  5315  ft.  above  the  sea, 
consisting  of  about  60  quaint  old 
wooden  houses,  black  with  age,  with 
the  white  Hotels  towering  above  them, 
stands  on  a  little  plain  at  the  head 
of  the  valley  of  the  Visp,  encircled 
by  the  most  important  group  of 
mountains  in  central  Europe. 

Mont  Blanc  can  boast  of  his  circle 
of  aiguilles,  but  Monte  Eosa  has  a 
far  greater  number  of  attendant 
summits.  Only  one  of  these  is  con¬ 
spicuous  from  the  village.  That  one, 
however,  is  the  unique  Matterhorn 
(French,  Mont  Cervin,  German,  Matter¬ 
horn,  Ital.  Monte  Sihio'^,  a  natural  obe¬ 
lisk  rising  in  singular  and  solitary 
magnificence  14,705  ft.  above  the 
sea,  and  nearly  5000  ft.  above  the 
glacier  plateau  which  forms  its  pe¬ 
destal.  Seen  by  day  it  is  a  noble 
object,  but  by  night,  Gamong  the 
gleaming  stars,  mysterious,  self-lu¬ 
minous,  like  a  beautiful  but  fearful 
phantom,  folded  impenetrably  in 
its  spangled  robe.’ — Ilinchliff.  The 
Mischabelhorner  are  also  in  sight, 
but  are  singularly  ineftective. 

Three  glaciers  stream  down  to¬ 
wards  the  head  of  the  Zermatt  valley, 
and  contribute  to  the  torrent  whicli 
rushes  past  the  village— the  Gorner 
Glacier  from  Monte  Eosa,  the  Findelen 
Glacier  from  the  Strahlhorn  on  the 
E.,  the  Zinutt  Glacier,  from  the  Matter¬ 
horn,  Dent  d’Herens,  and  Dent 
Blancheon  the  W, 

Here  the  sketcher  may  find  ample 
employment,  and  the  mineralogist, 
botanist,  and  entomologist  collect 
rich  harvests.  The  pine-woods  are 
beautiful —  particularly  in  the  Zinutt 
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valley — and  the  Jlora  is  exception¬ 
ally  rich  and  varied. 

In  the  ch.-yard  of  the  parish  ch. 
are  the  graves  of  Messrs.  Hudson 
and  Hadow,  and  Michel  Croz  of 
Chamonix,  who  lost  their  lives  on 
the  first  ascent  of  the  Matterhorn  ; 
as  well  as  those  of  other  victims  of 
more  recent  catastrophes.  An  Eng¬ 
lish  ch.  has  been  built  as  a  memorial 
to  the  victims  of  the  Matterhorn. 

A.  Excursions. 

TheRiffel  and  Gornergrat,  the  Schwarz 
See  and  Zmutt  Gletscher,  the  Hornli,  the 
Mettelhorn,  the  BothJiorn. 

The  Excursions  from  Zermatt  are 
very  numerous,  and  no  adequate 
knowledge  of  the  locality  can  be 
gained  in  less  than  a  week.  For 
those  who  are  pressed  for  time,  and 
not  mountaineers,  the  Garner  Grat 
and  Hornli  are  two  of  the  best  points 
of  view. 

a.  Riffelberg  and  Garner  Grat.  (Ely. 
— partly  funicular,  partly  cog  wheel 
— projected  from  Zermatt  by  the 
Riffel  to  the  Gorner  Grat.)  The 
first  excursion  from  Zermatt  is  up 
the  Riffelberg,  and  to  the  Garner  Grat, 
and  those  who  have  time  but  for  one 
expedition  usually  choose  this.  From 
Zermatt  to  the  higher  Inn  on  the 
Riffelberg  is  2|  hrs.  on  horses,  2  hrs. 
good  walking.  From  the  Inn  to  the 
top  of  the  Gorner  Grat,  ij  hr. 

The  Riffelberg  is  properly  a  long 
rocky  ridge  extending  between  the 
Gorner  Glacier  and  the  Findelen 
Glacier  ;  but  the  portion  of  it  near 
the  Inn,  and  overhanging  Zermatt, 
is  especially  called  by  that  name. 
The  3  principal  summits,  rising  one 
higher  than  the  other  from  W.  to  E., 
are  called  the  Gorner  Grat,  the  Hah- 
thaligrat,  and  the  Stockhorn.  The  Rif- 
felhorn  is  a  detached  pinnacle  of  ser¬ 
pentine  rising  above  the  Gorner 
Glacier. 

The  upper  Hotel  on  the  Riffelberg, 
at  an  elevation  of  8430  ft.,  is  very 
conspicuous  from  Zermatt.  There  is 
no  absolute  occasion  for  a  guide  to 
the  Riffelberg  or  to  the  Gorner  Grat, 


but  it  is  possible  to  miss  the  path. 
This  goes  past  the  ch.  and  on  the  1. 
bank  of  the  Visp  for  about  10  min., 
when  the  stream  is  crossed.  The 
path  turns  rt.  at  the  chapel  of  Win- 
kelmatten,  crosses  the  stream  from 
the  Findelen  Glacier,  and  then  some 
meadows  to  the  foot  of  the  moun¬ 
tain.  Here  the  ascent  begins.  It 
is  exceedingly  steep  in  places, 
through  a  forest — first  of  larch, 
then  of  Arolla  (Arve,  Pinus  cembra  ' . 
The  path  then  emerges  on  the  open 
alp.  Here  is  the  large  Hotel  4* 
Pension  Riffel  Alp  (7307  ft.),  which 
affords  excellent  accommodation  for 
a  prolonged  stay  {Eng.  Ch.).  Passing 
some  chalets,  the  way  turns  to  the 
rt.  across  a  small  stream.  The  rest 
of  the  ascent  is  by  zigzags  to  the 
plateau  where  the  much-frequented 
Riffel  Hotel  (called  Riffelberg  for 
the  sake  of  distinction)  is  situated. 
From  this  point  there  is  a  noble 
view  of  the  Matterhorn  and  the  Mi- 
schabel,Weisshorn,Rothhorn,  Gabel- 
horn,  and  Dent  Blanche  ;  of  the 
Zmutt  Glacier  to  the  Col  d'Herens. 
and  down  the  long  Zermatt  valley  to 
the  Bietschhorn,  one  of  the  Bernese 
Oberland  peaks.  The  top  of  the 
Breithorn  is  visible  1.  of  the  Riffel- 
horn.  Near  the  hotel  is  a  monu¬ 
ment  set  up  in  memory  of  the  late 
Mr.  Hinchliff,  formerly  President  of 
the  Alpine  Club,  and  one  of  the 
early  frequenters  of  the  Riffel. 
Leaving  the  Hotel,  and  ascending  S. 
over  a  moorland,  the  traveller  soon 
reaches  the  edge  of  a  steep  descent 
to  the  Gorner  Glacier,  and  obtains 
his  first  view  of  the  splendid  snows 
of  Monte  Rosa  and  the  Lyskamm  and 
the  rocky  face  of  the  Breithorn. 
Here  rt.  lies  the  little  Riffel  tarn, 
and  above  it  the  rugged  rock  of  the 
Rffelhorn  (9617  ft.),  which  fair 

climbers  may  with  caution  ascend 
in  2|  hrs.  The  path  here  turns  to 
the  1.,  and  continues  rising  from  one 
swelling  wave  to  another  over  rough¬ 
er  ground.  It  is  now  better  to  dis¬ 
mount,  and  send  the  horses  to  meet 
you  near  the  spot  known  as  Gugel. 
but  i  t  is  possible  to  ride  to  the  su mm  i  t . 
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The  track  leads  over  rocks  with  snow 
in  the  hollows  ;  vegetation  becomes 
very  scanty,  and  has  almost  dis¬ 
appeared  when  the  summit  of  the 
Gorner  Grat  is  reached,  10,290  ft, 
above  the  sea.  This  is  a  round  knoll, 
perhaps  50  yds.  across,  with  preci¬ 
pices  towards  the  Gorner  Glacier 
and  a  steep  slope  of  snow  on  the  N, 
It  commands  a  splendid  view  of  the 
Gorner  Glacier,  and  of  the  ice-fields 
stretching  12  m.  from  the  Cima  di 
.Tazzi  to  the  Matterhorn,  and  also  a 
complete  panorama,  nearly  40  m.  in 
circumference,  of  snowy  mountains. 
The  view  will  naturally  be  compared 
to  those  from  the  Brevent  and  the 
Eggishorn.  As  a  panorama  it  ex¬ 
cels  anything  at  Chamonix,  where 
the  snow  view  is  always  confined  to 
one  side.  The  peaks  that  surround 
the  Gorner  Glacier  are  incomparably 
grander  than  those  above  the 
Aletsch,  On  the  other  hand,  the 
Aletsch  Glacier  itself  has  in  size  no 
rival  in  the  Alps,  and  no  Zermatt 
mountain  emulates  the  proud  and 
absolute  pre-eminence  of  Mont 
Blanc.  On  the  whole,  however, 
there  is  no  spot  in  the  Alps  so  easily 
attainable  which  commands  so  fine 
a  near  view  of  a  great  snowy  chain. 

N.B.  Travellers  are  cautioned  not 
to  throw  stones  down  the  S.W.  face 
of  the  Gorner  Grat,  as  by  doing  so 
they  endanger  the  lives  of  mountain¬ 
eers  •returning  from  the  Gorner 
Glacier.  The  Hokthdligrat  {10,  ^gi  ft.), 
on  the  E..  is  the  only  point  which 
impedes  a  complete  view.  It  is  the 
continuation  of  the  Riffelberg  ridge, 
and  about  hr.  from  the  Gorner 
Grat  ;  but  the  panorama  from  it 
differs  little  from  that  already 
obtained. 

Descending  from  the  Gorner  Grat, 
and  keeping  rather  towards  the  N, 
by  a  track  not  easy  to  find,  in  about 

hr.  the  eminence  called  Gugel  (8882 
ft.)  is  reached,  the  view  from  which 
is  remarkable,  though  it  will  perhaps 
appear  tame  after  that  from  the 
Gorner  Grat.  The  Bietschhorn  on  the 
N.  side  of  the  valley  of  the  Rhone  is 
here  a  conspicuous  object. 


From  Gugel  there  is  a  path  by 
the  side  of  the  Findelen  Glacier  back 
to  Zermatt,  but  it  is  usual  to  return 
in  about  |  hr.  over  rough  but  level 
ground  to  the  Riffelberg  Inn.  The 
return  may  be  varied  by  descending 
to  the  foot  of  the  Gorner  Glacier, 
where  the  river  issuing  from  it  may 
be  visited.  The  torrent  from  the 
glacier  soon  plunges  into  a  gorge  of 
serpentine,  now  rendered  accessible 
by  wooden  scaffolding  (admission  50 
cts. ),  the  commencement  of  a  roman¬ 
tic  forest  ravine,  through  which  it 
leaps  and  struggles  until  it  reaches 
the  meadows  of  Zermatt,  The  de¬ 
scent  from  the  glacier  to  Zermatt 
takes  about  |  hr. 

h.  Schivarzsee,  Hdrnli  and  Zmiitt  Gla¬ 
cier  (railway  projected  from  Zermatt 
to  the  Schwarzsee,  and  thence  iip  the 
Matterhorn).  The  path  is  the  same 
as  that  to  the  Theodule  (Rte.  128 
for  the  first  45  min.  The  mule-patb 
then  strikes  up  the  mountain  to  the 
rt,  and  in  about  i  hr.  reaches  a  wild 
and  rocky  alp.  Hence  the  path  is 
nearly  level  and  easy,  and  the  travel¬ 
ler  can  contemplate  at  his  leisui'e 
Monte  Rosa  and  the  Gorner  Glacier, 
or  the  amazing  mountain  overhead. 
Another  45  min,  will  bring  him  to 
the  Schivarzsee,  at  the  foot  of  the 
Hornli,  2^  hrs,  from  Zermatt.  Ladies 
can  ride  up  all  the  way,  the  path 
having  been  much  improved  lately. 
The  Schwarzsee  is  a  little  lake  (8393 
ft.  above  thesea),with  a  lonely chapel 
beside  it,  and  a  new  inn  H.  Schivarzsee. 
There  is  nothing  remarkable  in  the 
sj^ot  itself  ;  but  the  low  ridge  east  of 
it  commands  a  superb  view  of  the 
basin  of  Zermatt  and  surrounding 
mountains,  in  some  respects  finer 
than  that  from  the  Riffel.  The 
Matterhorn,  rising  overhead,  is  the 
principal  ol)ject  ;  but  the  view  also 
embraces  the  snow-fields  and  sum¬ 
mits  of  Monte  Rosa,  and  the  whole 
extent  of  the  Gorner  Glacier  to  tho 
Cima  di  Jazzi.  A  still  finer  view  is 
obtained  from  the  Hornli,  an  hour  s 
steep  ascent,  a  small  part  of  which 
is  over  moraine,  and  not  easy  to  find 
without  a  guide.  To  turn  the  preci- 
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pice  overhanging  the  lake,  it  is 
necessary  to  walk  two  or  three  hun¬ 
dred  yards  towards  the  Zmutt 
Glacier,  to  a  point  where  the  shaly 
rocks  slope  down  to  the  alp  and  are 
practicable.  The  Hornli  (9492  ft. 
above  the  sea),  abuts  upon  the  foot  of 
the  N.E.  arete  of  the  Matterhorn. 
It  is,  in  fact,  the  lowest  step  of  that 
amazing  staircase  by  which  the 
summit  of  the  peak  was  first  reached. 
Either  from  the  Hornli  or  from  the 
Schwarzsee,  the  traveller  can  return 
)>y  a  different  route  to  Zermatt, 
descending  westward  to  the  foot 
of  the  great  glacier  of  Zmutt, 
and  thence  along  the  S.  side  of 
the  Zmutt  valley.  This  route 
])asses  through  a  forest,  and 
abounds  in  most  singular  and  beauti¬ 
ful  pictures.  It  is  less  steep,  but 
longer,  than  the  other,  and  will  take 
about  3^  hrs.  If  on  horseback,  it 
will  be  necessary  to  cross  to  the  N. 
side  by  a  romantic  bridge  about  half¬ 
way  down  the  valley  ;  those  on  foot 
can  continue  through  the  forest,  to 
the  end  of  it,  by  a  narrow  path  (a 
little  difficult  at  one  place),  which 
falls  into  that  from  the  Theodule  ; 
I)ut  the  best  rte.,  and  as  beautiful, 
is  that  over  the  bridge.  The  Zmutt 
Glacier  is  remarkable,  and,  to  tired 
travellers,  detestable,  on  account  of 
the  number  of  stones  which  cover  it. 
For  a  long  distance  hardly  any  ice  is 
to  be  seen,  but  it  is  well  worth  a  visit 
on  account  of  its  magnificent  view 
of  the  Matterhorn  (engraved  in  Mr. 
Ruskin’s  Modern  Painters).  The  two- 
roomed  hut  (recently  destroyed  by 
an  avalanche,  but  to  be  re-built), 
)>uilt  on  the  Stockje,  4  hrs.  from  Zer¬ 
matt,  greatly  facilitates  its  explora¬ 
tion. 

c.  The  ascent  of  the  Mettelhorn  ( 1 1, 188 
ft.),  on  the  N.  side  of  the  Trift  ravine, 
is  one  of  the  longest  of  the  easy 
excursions  from  Zermatt,  but  also 
one  of  the  most  inviting.  Horses 
cannot  be  used.  It  is  best  made  by 
following  a  narrow  track,  at  first 
nearly  due  N.  from  Zermatt,  then 
mounting  by  zigzags  and  bearing  to 
the  1.  till  the  Trift  Glacier  comes  into 


view.  From  thence  a  direct  ascent, 
partly  over  snow,  and  very  steep 
towards  the  top,  leads  to  the  summit, 
about  5  hrs.  from  Zermatt.  The  view 
is  one  of  the  most  magnificent 
of  easily  accessible  ice  scenes.  The 
gigantic  cliffs  of  the  Weisshorn  ris¬ 
ing  beyond  the  Schalliberg  Glacier 
are  full  in  face  to  the  N.,  the  great 
Alpine  range  is  on  the  S.,  the  Saas- 
grat  on  the  E.,  and  the  Oberland 
mountains  grandly  close  the  Zermatt 
valley  on  the  N.  All  the  mountains 
seem  to  turn  their  most  precipitous 
sides  to  the  observer. 

The  Vnter  Mettelhorn  (seen  from 
Zermatt)  is  a  lower  point,  with  a 
good  view.  The  slanting  path  above 
the  cornfields  1.  of  the  valley  leads 
to  the  foot  of  it,  and  an  exceedingly 
steep  slope,  covered  with  rhododen¬ 
drons  and  grass,  to  the  rocky  top. 

d.  The  Hohhalm  (about  8000  ft.),  a 
buttress  of  the  Unter  Gabelhorn  S. 
of  the  Triftbach,  and  E.  of  the  Unter 
Gabelhorn  itself,  commands  views  of 
the  Monte  Rosa  chain  and  Matter¬ 
horn,  equal,  and  in  some  respects 
superior,  to  those  from  the  Riffel- 
berg.  It  is  easy  of  access  from 
Zermatt,  but  there  is  as  yet  no  path. 
Ascent  3  hrs.  A  pleasant  short 
walk  may  be  taken  along  the  Trift¬ 
bach.  Edelweiss  grows  here,  with 
many  other  Aljiine  flowers. 

e.  The  Unter  Rothhorn,  N.  of  the 
Findelen  Thai  (and  accessible  to 
ladies),  may  be  ascended  in  4|^  hrs. 
by  a  mule-path.  This  crosses  the 
bridge  just  E.  of  Zermatt,  slopes  1. 
up  the  mountain  meadows  and  forest 
to  the  Riederkummen  glen  lying 
N.  of  the  peak.  The  S.  side,  which 
is  seen  from  Zermatt,  is  covered 
with  rocks,  and  not  easy  to  climb, 
but  there  is  no  difficulty  on  the  N. 
side.  The  view  is  jjanoramic.  The 
summit  resembles  an  inverted  basin, 
and  nothing  near  can  be  seen  from 
its  central  point.  It  is  10,191  ft. 
above  the  sea,  surrounded  by  a  circle 
of  snow  mountains,  and  in  view  of 
the  3  chief  glacier  routes  leading  out 
of  the  valley  of  Zermatt,  viz.  the  St. 
Theodule  into  Val  d’Aosta,  theWeiss- 
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tlior  into  Val  Anzasca,  and  the  Col 
d’Herens  into  Val  d’Herens.  There 
is  a  short  and  steep  descent  into  the 
Findelen  Thai  by  which  a  traveller 
can  return.  N.  of  the  Unter  Roth- 
horn  is  the 

Oher  Rothhorn  (11,214  ft. ),  connected 
with  the  Rimpfischhorn  (to  be  dis¬ 
tinguished  from  the  far  loftier  Roth- 
horn^  called  also  the  Morning  (13,856 
ft.  ,,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Zer¬ 
matt  valley).  The  Oher  Rothhorn 
is  within  the  reach  of  moderate 
climbers  (5  hrs.).  Its  ascent  may  be 
made  from  the  Stelli  See  in  the  Finde¬ 
len  Thai,  by  mounting  easy  rocks  to 
a  col  between  the  Unter  and  Ober 
Rothhorn,  and  then  along  the  crest 
of  the  ridge  ;  or  from  Zermatt  by 
the  Riederkummen  Thai,  whence 
the  mountain  can  be  attacked  at 
several  points. 

B.  Ascents. 

Alphuhel,  AllaUnhorn,  Rimpfischhorn, 
Strahlhorn,  Cima  di  Jazzi,  Morite  Rosa, 
Lyskamm,  Zwillinge,  Breithorn,  Matter¬ 
horn,  Gabelhorn,  Wetlenkuppe,  Rothhorn. 

The  ascents  of  the  two  chief  peaks 
of  the  Mischabelhdrner  and  of  the 
Weisshorn  have  been  mentioned 
under  Randa  (Rte.  126). 

The  Alphubel  (13,803  ft.)  is  easily 
reached  in  i  hr.  from  the  Alphubel 
Joch.  It  is  possible  to  pass  over  it, 
and  return  to  Zermatt  by  the  rte.  of 
the  Mischabel  Joch  (Rte.  121,  e). 

The  Allalinhorn  (13,236  ft.)  is 
reached  in  2  hrs.  from  the  Allalin 
Pass,  or  by  its  rocky  W.  face,  or 
from  the  Alj)hubel  Joch  by  a  long 
climb. 

The  Rimpfischhorn  (13,790  ft.)  may 
l)e  ascended  in  7  to  8  hrs.  from  Zer¬ 
matt  by  the  Rimpfischwange  or 
1‘idge  separating  the  Adler  and  Lan- 
genfluh  Glaciers.  .  The  ascent  is  not 
difficult  for  fair  climbers. 

The  Strahlhorn  (13,751  ft.)  is  easily 
reached  in  i  hr.  from  the  Adler  Pass. 
Owing  to  its  position,  it  commands 
one  of  the  finest  views  towards  Italy 
in  this  district. 

Cima  di  Jazzi  { 12,527  ft.),  the 
highest  point  of  the  elevated  range 


connecting  Monte  Rosa  with  the 
Saasgrat.  It  can  be  reached  in 
5  hrs.  from  the  Riffelberg  Hotel 
when  the  snow  is  in  good  condition. 
On  the  state  of  the  snow  the  fatigue 
of  this  excursion  entirely  depends. 
It  is  often  accomplished  by  ladies. 
During  the  greater  j)art  of  the  time 
the  path  is  over  ice  and  snow  on 
gentle  slopes,  and  there  are  few 
other  mountains  in  the  Alps  of  such 
a  height  which  can  be  so  easily 
ascended.  The  view  from  the  top 
extends  over  the  Pennine  chain,  the 
Bernese  Alps,  and  the  plains  and 
lakes  of  Italy,  and  to  Tyrol.  A  rope 
is  always  wanted,  and  neutra  l - 
tinted  spectacles  and  veils  should  be 
taken.  Starting  from  the  Riffelberg, 
the  path  leaves  the  little  lake  at  the 
foot  of  the  Riffelhorn  to  the  r.,  and 
l^asses  nearly  on  a  level  along  the 
very  steep  slope  forming  the  south¬ 
ern  face  of  the  Gorner  Grat,  at  first 
at  a  great  height  above  the  glacier, 
till  the  gradual  rise  of  the  ice  brings 
its  surface  to  a  level  with  the  path  in 
about  an  hour  after  leaving  the  hotel. 
The  glacier  is  then  ascended  for 
some  distance,  but  the  crevasses 
soon  render  it  necessary  to  return 
to  the  rocks  on  the  1.  In  about  2^ 
hrs.  from  the  Riftel  the  traveller 
takes  to  the  glacier  again  at  the  foot 
of  the  Stockhorn.  From  this  point 
the  track  lies  nearly  in  a  straight 
line  over  easy  slopes  of  snow.  The 
final  slopes  are  steeper,  but  not  very 
long,  and  soon  a  point  is  reached 
where  in  two  or  three  steps  the  scene 
is  changed  as  if  by  enchantment. 
Instead  of  toiling  over  a  snow-field, 
with  no  object  visible  save  bound¬ 
less  fields  of  nev/and  occasional  black 
rocks,  the  traveller  finds  himself  on 
a  summit  of  smooth  snow,  but  close 
to  a  ti'emendous  line  of  precipices, 
extending  far  to  the  S.  along  the 
face  of  Monte  Rosa,  and  overhung 
by  an  ice  cornice,  which  he  must 
be  very  careful  to  keep  at  a 
safe  distance.  Looking  downward, 
if  the  valley  be  clear,  he  sees  the 
Macugnaga  Glacier  about  6000  ft. 
below,  but  apparently  so  near  that 
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lie  might  think  a  stone  flung  from 
the  hand  would  reach  it.  It,  how¬ 
ever,  more  commonly  happens,  even 
in  fine  weather,  that  a  cloud  hangs 
like  a  curtain  between  the  valley  and 
the  spectator.  The  descent  is  gene¬ 
rally  commenced  on  the  steeper  S. 
side,  to  enable  the  traveller  to  see 
the  head  of  the  Old  Weissthor  Pass. 
He  has  then  the  option  of  retracing 
his  steps  to  the  Riffel,  or  of  return¬ 
ing  by  the  Findelen  Glacier  to  Zer¬ 
matt.  The  ascent  of  the  Cima  can 
be  easily  combined  with  the  passage 
of  the  New  Weissthor. 

Monle  Rosa  was  known  in  the  last 
century  on  the  Aostan  side  as  ^  les 
monts  roeses’  (roesa  =  glacier  in  the 
local  patois}.  The  derivations  of 
the  name  from  the  colour  of  the 
mountain  at  dawn  or  sunset,  or  from 
the  arrangement  of  its  ridges,  re- 
sembing  the  petals  of  a  rose,  are 
untenable.  The  highest  part  of 
Monte  Rosa  consists  of  a  range  of  4 
peaks  running  N.  and  S.  (the  Dufour 
Spitze  being  on  a  great  buttress),  the 
extremities  of  the  range  not  being 
more  than  2  m.  apart.  Commenc¬ 
ing  at  the  northern  end,  the  names 
and  heights  of  the  whole  of  the  10 
peaks  included  under  the  name  are, 
according  to  the  latest  measure¬ 


ments — 

Eng.  ft. 

Nordend . 15.132 

Hdchste  oi'  Dufour  Spitze  .  15,217 

Zuinstein  Spitze . 15,004 

Signal  Kuppe . 14,965 

Parrot  Spitze . 14,643 

Ludwigshohe . 14,253 

Schwarzhorn . 13,882 

Balmenhorn . 13,500 

Vincent  Pyramide  ....  13,829 

Punta  Giordani . 13,304 


The  Dufour  Siiitze  is  wholly  Swiss — 
being  thus  the  highest  purely  Swiss 
peak,  and  the  last  five  peaks  are 
wholly  in  Italy  ;  the  four  remaining 
are  on  the  frontier  ridge. 

The  Nordend  was  first  ascended  in 
1861  hy  Sir  T.  and  Mr.  E.  Buxton, 
and  Mr.  Cowell. 

The  Hdchste  Spitze  was  attacked  in 
1848  by  two  Swiss  (  Professor  Ulrich’s 
guides),  and  in  1851  by  the  Schla- 
gintweits,  by  the  arete  connecting 


it  with  the  Nordend,  but  the  point 
reached,  probably  that  now  known 
as  the  Grenzgipfel,  is  lower  than  the 
summit,  which  so  obtained  the  name 
of  the  Allerhdchste  Spitze.  It  is  now 
commonly  known  as  the  Dufour 
Spitze,  a  name  given  to  it  to  do 
honour  to  General  Dufour,  the  head 
of  the  Swiss  Ordnance  Survey  at  the 
time  the  first  issue  of  its  map  was 
made.  This  was  first  climbed  in 
1855  by  Messrs.  Hudson,  G.  and  C. 
Smyth,  Birkbeck,  and  Stevenson, 
accompanied  by  Ulrich  Lauener,  of 
Lauterbrunnen,  and  3  Zermatt 
guides,  who  reached  it  by  the  rte. 
which  has  been  followed  ever  since. 
This,  the  highest  peak  of  the  moun¬ 
tain,  is  called  par  excellence  Monte 
Rosa. 

The  Zumstein  Spitze  was  ascended 
from  the  S.  side  as  early  as  1820  by 
the  intrepid  explorer  whose  name  it 
bears. 

The  Signed  Kupjge  was  reached  in 
1842  by  M.  Gnifetti,  the  cure  of 
Alagna,  and  a  Club  hut  is  now  being 
built  near  the  summit  by  the  Italian 
Alpine  Club. 

Since  i860,  the  ascent  of  the 
Hdchste  Spitze  of  Monte  Rosa  has 
become  very  common  ;  for,  though 
it  is  more  difficult  than  that  of  Mont 
Blanc,  yet,  by  starting  from  the 
Riffelberg,  the  expedition  up  and 
down  may  be  accomplished  in  from 
10  to  14  hrs.,  and  there  is  no  neces¬ 
sity  for  sleeping  out  on  the  moun¬ 
tain.  Storms  also  seem  less  frequent 
than  on  Mont  Blanc,  and  the  fatal 
accidents  have  been  much  rarer. 
The  traveller  generally  leaves  the 
Riffel  by  starlight,  crossing  the 
Gorner  Glacier  at  daybreak.  At  the 
foot  of  Monte  Rosa  he  reaches  the 
rocks  called  Pla.ttje,  and  then,  by  a 
series  of  toilsome  snow-slopes,  winds 
his  way  to  the  Sattel  at  the  W.  ft. 
of  the  final  peak.  Just  below  it  the 
neve  is  very  steep.  The  ridge  has 
now  to  be  ascended,  and  this  is  the 
difficulty  of  the  mountain.  On  the 
S.  a  precipitous  slope  falls  toward 
the  Grenz  Glacier,  on  the  N.  a  steep 
ice-slope.  Between  the  two  lies  the 
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edge  or  arete,  inclined  at  a  high 
angle,  and  formed  partly  of  ice  and 
partly  of  ice-cold  rock.  Great  cau¬ 
tion  is  here  necessary  ;  the  advance 
is  made  step  by  step,  but  the  rope 
should  on  no  account  be  laid  aside. 
At  length  a  rock  some  12  ft.  high, 
which  seems  to  bar  the  passage,  is 
reached.  The  guide  scrambles  to 
the  top,  and  by  the  aid  of  the  rope 
the  traveller  follows.  In  another 
step  he  is  on  the  Allerhdchste  Spitze, 
The  view  is  marvellous,  chiefly  for 
the  contrast  between  the  multitude 
of  peaks  seen  on  one  side  and  the 
great  plain  of  Italy  on  the  other. 
Far  below  the  eye  rests  on  the  mea¬ 
dows  and  village  of  Macugnaga.  The 
ascent  of  the  arete  takes  more  than 
an  hour,  and  the  descent  quite  as 
much.  The  ascent  has  been  made 
from  the  Riffel  in  5  hrs.  ;  at  an  or¬ 
dinary  pace,  but  steadily,  in  6  hrs. 
20  min.,  of  which  i  hr.  20  min.  on 
the  arete. 

The  top  of  Monte  Rosa  has  also 
been  gained  from  the  saddle  between 
the  Hochste  Spitze  and  Zumstein 
Spitze  and  by  several  rtes.  direct 
from  the  Grenz  Glacier.  The  ascent 
from  Macugnaga  is  noticed  in  Rte. 
120. 

The  Lyskamm  (^14,889  ft.),  was  at 
one  time  considered  to  be  the  highest 
point  of  the  Monte  Rosa  range.  It 
was  first  ascended  in  1861  by  a  large 
party  of  English,  including  Mr. 
Hardy  and  Dr.  Sibson,  led  by  Peter 
Perm.  Their  route  was  that  which 
has  since  been  generally  followed. 
Having  gained  the  Lysjoch,  they 
climbed  the  long  ice  arete  (10  hrs., 
Riflel  to  the  top).  The  ascent  of  this 
crest  is  difficult,  requiring  great  cau¬ 
tion,  especially  in  avoiding  the  cor¬ 
nice.  In  1869,  a  Mr.  Chester  fell 
from  the  ridge,  and  was  killed  ;  and 
in  1877  a  party  of  3  Englishmen  and 
3  guides,  all  fairly  experienced 
climbers,  perished,  owing  to  the 
giving  way  of  a  large  mass  of  the 
cornice  on  to  which  they  had  in¬ 
cautiously  advanced.  On  the  W., 
the  mountain  is  accessible  only 
under  favourable  circumstances.  It 


has  been  ascended  from  Gressonev 
by  the  S.W.  arete,  and  this  would 
appear  to  be  by  far  the  easiest  and 
safest  rte. 

Zwillinge.  Either  of  these  peaks — 
Pollux  (13,432  ft. ), Castor j  ( 13,879  ft. ) — 
can  be  reached  from  the  passes  skirt¬ 
ing  them  (see  below),  but  the 
Schwarze  Glacier  is  sometimes  for¬ 
midably  crevassed. 

The  Breiihom  (13,685  ft.).  Those 
who  do  not  intend  crossing  into  the 
Val  d’ Aosta  by  the  St.  Theodule  (  Rte. 
128)  will  be  gratified  by  ascending 
to  the  col.  The  scenery  is  grand,  and 
the  excursion  neither  dangerous, 
difficult,  nor  very  fatiguing,  unless 
the  snow  be  soft.  It  is  possible  to 
ride  as  far  as  the  glacier  (at  this  point 
there  is  a  small  B.estaurant),  in  3| 
hrs.  from  Zermatt ;  it  then  takes  1 1 
hr’s.  fair  walking  to  reach  the  sum¬ 
mit  of  the  pass  (10,899  ft.  above  the 
sea).  The  return  to  Zermatt  maybe 
made  in  3I  hrs.  From  the  hut  on 
the  col,  where  it  is  possible  to  sleep, 
the  Breithorn  may  be  ascended  in  2 
to  3  hrs.  by  the  snow  slopes  on  the 
S.  side.  A  surface  softened  by  ex¬ 
posure  to  the  morning  sun  is  the  only 
difficulty  ;  the  descent  will  take 
about  2  hrs.  The  view  from  the 
Breithorn  is  nearly  equal  to  that 
from  Monte  Rosa,  and  there  is  no 
great  peak  in  this  part  of  the  Alps 
which  can  be  ascended  with  so  little 
fatigue.  Even  children  have  been 
dragged  to  the  summit.  The  N.  face 
of  the  Breithorn  has  also  been 
climbed  from  the  Riffel,  but  this  is  a 
difficult  and  often  a  very  dangerous 
expedition. 

The  Matterhorn  (14,705  ft.)  (called 
Mont  Cervin  in  Valtournanche),  when 
seen  from  the  Riffel,  appears  like  a 
gigantic  wedge  piercing  the  sky. 
From  Breuil  the  whole  Italian  face  is 
a  pile  of  terraced  walls.  Viewed  from 
N.  or  S.  the  mountain  has  the  form  of 
a  tower  ;  from  E.  or  W.  of  an  obelisk. 
It  has  4  ridges  or  aretes — N.W.  to  the 
Zmutt  Glacier  ;  N  E.  to  the  Hornli  ; 

I  S.E.,  and  more  broken,  towards 
St.  Theodule  ;  S.W.,  and  still  more 
irregular,  towai’dstlie  Dentd  H6rens. 
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a  better  course  was  found  and  this 
ascent  is  called  the  first  entirely  on 
the  side  of  Valtournanche.  It  was 
discovered  by  the  guides  J oseph  and 
J.  Pierre  Maquignaz,  who  were  ac¬ 
companied  to  the  end  of  the  arete  by 
Victor  Maquignaz,  Cesar,  and  J,  B. 
Carrel,  and  Felicite,  the  daughter  of 
J.  B.  Carrel.  They  left  their  ropes, 
by  which  subsequent  ascents  were 
rendered  less  difficult.  In  1868  Prof. 
Tyndall  was  the  first  to  pass  over 
the  peak  from  Breuil  to  Zermatt, 

A  new  hut  has  now  been  built  (to 
replace  that  on  the  Cravate)  by  the 
Italian  Alpine  Club  at  the  foot  of 
the  Grande  Tour  ;  steps  have  been  cut 
and  chains  fixed  in  the  worst  places, 
so  that  the  ascent  is  now  compara¬ 
tively  safe  from  Breuil.  On  the 
Zermatt  side  two  huts  have  been 
built,  the  lower  of  which  is  now 
generally  used,  and  chains  fixed  at 
the  worst  spots  ;  doubtless  the  new 
Inn  at  the  Schwarzsee  will  be  much 
used  henceforth  as  a  starting-point, 
as  the  lower  hut  is  in  very  bad  con¬ 
dition,  and  the  upper  one  practically 
ruined.  The  ascent  is  sometimes 
made  in  the  day  from  Zermatt  and 
back,  or  across  from  the  Italian  hut 
to  Zermatt.  The  crest  of  the  Mat¬ 
terhorn  is  a  delicate  edge  of  snow 
580  ft.  in  length,  and  about  6  ft. 
higher  towards  the  E.  than  the 
W.  The  vision  plunges  from  it 
direct  to  Breuil.  The  ascent  by  the 
Italian  side  is,  in  scenery,  finer 
than  the  other,  but  longer,  and  on 
the  whole,  harder  climbing.  From 
Zermatt  the  lower  hut  is  reached  in 
5  hrs.,  and  the  top  in  5  to  7  more. 
Several  ladies  have  ascended  the 
Matterhorn,  but  those  who  have 
done  so  have  been  practised  in 
mountain  climbing. 

A  bold  scheme  has  lately  been 
proposed  (and  has  been  officially 
sanctioned  )  of  constructing  a  partly- 
funicular,  partly-cogwheel  rly.  by 
way  of  Zum  See  and  the  Schaafberg 
to  the  Schwarzsee,  and  on  to  the 
lower  hut  on  the  Matterhorn.  From 
this  last  point  the  line  (whether 
funicular  or  pneumatic)  is  to  be  sub¬ 


terranean,  following  the  N.E.  ridge 
of  the  peak,  and  emerging  a  few  ft. 
below  the  summit,  where  a  restaur¬ 
ant,  bedrooms,  &c.,  are  to  be  con¬ 
structed  !  It  is  reckoned  that  the 
work  can  be  completed  within  4 
years. 

The  ascent  of  the  Matterhorn  is 
now  frequently  made  in  fine  weather 
— often  by  persons  utterly  incom¬ 
petent  for  such  an  exjjedition,  who 
unjustifiably  risk,  not  only  their 
own  lives,  but  those  of  their  guides 
and  companions.  The  man  who 
without  much  previous  experience 
in  the  High  Alps  attempts  the  Mat¬ 
terhorn,  or  any  similar  peak,  is 
something  worse  than  foolish,  and 
is  so  regarded  by  all  who  have  any 
knowledge  of  mountain  craft.  It  can 
scarcely  be  hoped,  however,  unless 
warning  is  taken  in  time,  that  many 
summers  will  pass  without  a  Matter¬ 
horn  accident.  After  recent  snow, 
or  in  early  summer,  the  mountain 
is  often  utterly  inaccessible,  and 
the  advice  of  good  guides  must  al¬ 
ways  be  taken  before  attempting  it. 

The  ascent  of  the  Dent  d’Hercns  is 
mentioned  in  Rte.  132. 

The  ascents  of  the  Tete  Blanche  and 
Dent  Blanche  are  mentioned  in  Rte. 

131- 

The  next  in  the  line  of  the  Zermatt 
peaks  is 

The  Oher  Gahelhorn  (13,364  ft.),  first 
ascended  by  Messrs.  Moore  and 
Walker  in  1865,  by  the  Gabelhorn 
Glacier,  and  the  N.E.  arete.  From 
Zinal  the  best  route  is  via  the  Col 
Durand  and  along  the  W.  ridge  to 
the  top.  There  are  4  or  5  other  rtes. 
up  the  peak. 

The  N.  peak  of  the  Gabelhorn,  the 
Wellenkup2}e  or  Weisskox)/  (12,829  ft.) 
offers  no  great  difficulties,  and  has 
of  late  been  a  very  favourite  ascent 
(5  or  6  hrs.)  from  the  little  Inn  in 
the  Trift  gorge,  which  is  convenient 
also  for  the  Ober  Gabelhorn  and  the 
Rothhorn. 

Rothhorn,  or  Morning  (^13,856  ft.),  a 
mountain  with  very  steep  and  bro¬ 
ken  aretes,'  that  towai’ds  the  S.  being 
granite  It  was  ascended  in  1864 
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from  Zinal,  but  can  be  more  easily 
ascended  from  Zermatt  by  way  of 
the  S.E.  ridge,  and  is  now  a  very 
favourite  excursion  for  moderately 
active  climbers. 

The  Weisshorn  has  already  been 
<lescribed  (Rte.  126). 

C.  Passes. 

The  Weissthor,  Lysjoch,  Felikjoch, 
Zwillingsjoch,  Col  cle  Valpellme,  Col  Du¬ 
rand,  Triftjoch. 

For  the  passes  over  the  Saasgrat, 
see  Rte.  12 1. 

The  New  Weissthor  Pass  ('11,746  ft.) 
to  Macugnaga  is  so  called  to  dis¬ 
tinguish  it  from  the  old  pass  S.W. 
of  the  Cima  di  Jazzi  (Rte.  120).  It 
presents  no  great  difficulty  to 
moderately  practised  climbers,  is 
grand  in  its  scenery,  and  can  be 
made  either  to  Mattmark  or  Macug¬ 
naga,  from  Zermatt  or  the  Riffel.  9 
or  10  Ill's,  are  generally  allowed  (10- 
12  in  the  reverse  direction).  For 
two-thirds  of  the  distance  the  track 
is  over  snow,  but  if  this  be  in  good 
order  there  is  time  to  ascend  the 
Cima  on  the  way.  From  Zermatt 
the  rte.  lies  up  the  Findelen  valley 
in  which  there  is  a  small  Inn)  and 
glacier,  falling  in  with  that  from 
the  Riffel  on  the  neve  of  the  Findelen 
and  Gorner  Glaciers.  The  crevasses 
encountered  on  the  Findelen  are 
more  numerous  than  on  the  Gorner 
Glacier,  but  with  proper  precautions 
there  is  no  danger.  It  was  here, 
however,  in  1856,  that  a  Russian 
gentleman  lost  his  life  when  de¬ 
scending  from  the  Weissthor.  He 
fell  into  a  crevasse,  either  through 
the  rottenness  of  the  rope  or  the 
carelessness  of  his  guides,  and  died 
from  the  cold  before  assistance  could 
be  obtained.  From  the  Riffel  the 
track  is  nearly  identical  with  that 
to  the  Cima  di  Jazzi  (see  ante),  di¬ 
verging  1.,  and  winding  along  the 
rolling,  glittering  expanse,  towards 
a  depression  N.  of  the  Cima.  The 
traveller  suddenly  finds  himself  on 
the  brink  of  steep  rocks,  which 
stretch  far  away  along  the  face  of 
Monte  Rosa,  and  sweep  down  preci¬ 


pitously  to  Macugnaga.  Close  at 
hand  the  traveller  sees  the  ice- 
cased  cliffs  of  the  Strahlhorn,  and 
solemn  wilds  of  snow :  but  over 
Italy  he  has  a  more  beautiful  pros¬ 
pect  —  innumerable  j)eaks,  some 
shadowy  on  the  horizon,  others 
tinted  like  rainbows,  and  faintly 
glowing  in  the  distant  sunshine.  A 
large  Club  hut  is  being  built  on  the 
summit  of  the  pass  by  the  Italian 
Alpine  Club.  The  descent  lies  over 
steep  but  not  dangerous  rocks  and 
snowbeds  to  the  pasturages  at  the 
head  of  Val  Anzasca. 

This  description  applies  to  the 
pass  now  exclusively  used  by  the 
guides.  The  route  formerly  followed 
bore  away  to  the  left,  to  a  rocky 
head  marking  the  junction  of  the 
Strahlhorn  ridge  with  the  main 
chain  of  the  Alps.  It  followed  the 
latter,  a  sharp  snow-crest  (the 
‘Arete  Blanche’;  for  some  hundred 
yards  before  turning  down  the  rocks 
towards  Macugnaga.  This  pass 
(called  the  Schwarzberg  Weissthor, 
11,523  ft.)  is  now  used  by  travellers 
going  from  the  Riffel  to  Mattmark, 
who  cross  the  snow-crest  and  turn 
down  to  the  N.  at  the  same  point  as 
the  old  Macugnaga  rte.  did  to  the  S. 

The  Sesia  Joch  is  described  in  Rte. 
1 19. 

The  Lysjoch  or  Silher  Pass,  between 
the  Parrotspitze  and  the  Lyskamm, 
a  magnificent  rte.,  leads  a  traveller 
either  to  Gressoney  or  Alagna,  past 
all  the  10  peaks  of  Monte  Rosa. 
Messrs.  W.  and  G.  S.  Mathews  have 
the  credit  of  first  opening  it  as 
a  pass  from  Zermatt  to  Italy  in 
1859,  though  it  was  reached 
in  1778,  and  crossed  in  1820  and 
later  years  on  the  ascents  of  the 
Zumstein  Spitze  and  Signal  Kuppe. 
Alagna  can  be  reached  in  10  hrs., 
and  the  new  Inn  on  the  Col  d’Olen 
in  8  or  9  from  the  Riffelberg  Inn. 
Although  14,033  ft.  above  the  sea, 
and  crossing  so  wild  and  vast  a 
chain,  the  Lysjoch  is  more  fatiguing 
than  difficult.  The  way  lies  up  the 
Grenz  Glacier  to  the  great  plateau, 
and  to  the  eastern  of  2  depressions 
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in  the  final  ridge,  between  a  swell 
of  snow  and  the  Parrotspitze.  It 
then  descends  the  E.  branch  of  the 
Lys  Glacier,  between  the  S.  buttress 
of  the  Lyskamm  and  the  S.  peaks  of 
Monte  Rosa,  to  the  rocks  above  the 
top  of  the  Hohes  Licht,  on  which  the 
Gnifetti  Club  hut  has  been  built.  A 
shai’i^  descent  down  easy  rocks  leads 
to  the  Indren  Glacier,  which  is 
crossed  to  the  Colie  delle  Pisse, 
whence  the  Col  d’Olen  Inn  is  gained 
in  I  hr.,  though  the  most  direct 
way  to  Alagna  is  to  cross  the  Colie 
delle  Pisse  and  descend  the  Bors 
glen.  If  Gressoney  is  aimed  at,  the 
descent  may  be  continued  by  easy 
snow-slopes  E.  of  the  Hohes  Licht 
to  the  foot  of  the  Indren  Glacier, 
and  so  by  the  Salza  Alp  to  Cortlis 
and  Gressoney.  In  crossing  the 
pass  from  the  Italian  side  travellers 
must  be  careful  to  choose  the  E. 
gap  farthest  from  the  Lyskamm. 
The  other  is  barred  on  the  N.  side 
by  formidable  crevasses. 

The  Felik  Jocli,  between  the  Lys¬ 
kamm  and  Castor  (13,879  ft.'i,  was 
first  passed  by  Mr.  W.  Mathews  and 
Mr.  Jacomb  in  1861,  from  the  Cort¬ 
lis  chalet.  It  is  13,347  ft.  in  height, 
more  difficult,  and  longer  in  point 
of  time  than  the  Lysjoch.  Perhaps 
the  finest  part  of  it  is  the  grand 
serac  scenery  of  the  Zwillmgs  Glacier. 
In  August  1876,  a  party  of  four, 
having  missed  the  right  track  in 
crossing  this  pass  when  the  snow 
was  in  very  bad  condition,  were 
carried  down  in  an  avalanche  of 
loose  snow  probably  started  by  their 
own  weight.  Mr.  Johnson  and  one 
guide,  Franz  Sarbach,  were  never 
seen  again.  Mr.  Hayman  and  the 
other  guide  escaped,  but  spent  the 
night  on  the  glacier.  They  were 
found  next  morning  by  travellers 
from  the  Riffelberg.  They  were  both 
badly  frost-bitten,  and  Mr.  Hayman 
died  on  the  12th  day  afterwards. 
The  pass  is  just  at  the  E.  foot  of 
Castor,  and  does  not  connect  (as  the 
1876  and  other  parties  have  thought) 
the  Lys  and  Zwillings  Glaciers. 

The  Zwillings  Joch,  between  Castor  I 

\Qwitz.  II.] 


and  Pollux,  first  named  Col  de  Verra 
from  the  Verra  Glacier,  down  which 
the  descent  is  made  to  the  Val 
d’Ayas,  was  discovered  by  Mr. 
Winkworth  in  1863.  Its  height  is 
12,668  ft.,  and  it  was  reached  by 
finding  away  through  the  crevassed 
Zwillings  Glacier,  and  then  climbing 
a  very  steep  ice-slope. 

The  Schwarzthor,  between  the  Breif- 
horn  and  Pollux  (13,432  ft.  \  the  west¬ 
ern  of  the  Twins  [ Zwillinge),  was  one 
of  the  early  achievements  of  Mr. 
John  Ball,  pioneer  here  as  elsewhere 
in  the  Alps.  He  ci’ossed  it  in  1845 
to  the  Yald’Ayas,  and  in  the  first 
series  of  Peaks,  Passes,  and  Gla¬ 
ciers,  he  has  given  a  thrilling  ac¬ 
count  of  the  difficulties  he  en¬ 
countered  from  the  dept  h  of  the  snow, 
the  size  of  the  crevasses,  and  the 
incompetence  of  the  guide.  Wading 
nearly  to  the  waist,  he  had  to  drag 
this  man  after  him  up  the  wildly 
broken  Schivdrze  Glacier.  The  height 
of  the  2^‘iss  is  12,274  ft.  It  leads  to 
the  Val  d’Ayas,  and  is  a  fine  glacier 
pass,  the  difficulties  of  which  vary 
exceedingly,  according  to  the  state  of 
the  glaciers. 

Por  the  St.  Thcodule  and  Fiirggjoch, 
see  Rte.  128. 

The  Col  Tournanche  to  Breuil,  and 
the  Tiefenmatten  Joch  to  the  Valjielline, 
are  two  mountaineers’  routes.  The 
former  is  a  very  stiff  climb  on  the 
N.  side ;  the  latter  is  exposed  to 
falling  seracs  and  stones.  For  the 
Col  de  Valpelline  see  Rte.  132,  and  for 
the  direct  glacier  routes  to  Arolla 
and  Chermontane,  Rtes.  132  and  136. 

The  Col  (THerens  (11,418  ft.)  is  de¬ 
scribed  in  Rte.  132.  The  summit  of 
the  pass,  and  the  Tete  Blanche,  which 
rises  886  ft.  above  it,  may  be  reached 
in  a  long  day’s  excursion,  returning 
to  Zermatt  in  the  evening. 

Zermatt  to  Zinal  (Rte.  129).  5 

or  more  glacier-passes  have  been 
made  from  Zermatt  to  the  Val 
d’Anniviers  by  mountaineers.  Of 
these  2  are  here  described. 

The  Col  Durand  at  the  head  of  the 
Durand  Glacier,  between  the  Pointe 
de  Zinal  and  Mont  Durand.  The 
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only  difficulty  is  the  steep  ice  or 
snow  wall,  and  its  bergschrund  on 
the  Zinal  side.  On  reaching  the 
summit  from  the  Zinal  side,  one  of 
the  most  striking  views  in  the  Alps  is 
suddenly  presented  to  the  wanderer. 
The  peak  of  the  Matterhorn  in  all  its 
grandeur  is  seen  exactly  opposite, 
rising  to  the  height  of  14,705  ft., 
while  the  spectator  is  himself  upon 
a  terrace  11,398  ft.  above  the  sea. 
TheZmutt  Glacier,  filling  the  valley 
between,  is  reached  by  a  steep  de¬ 
scent,  down  the  Hohwang  Glacier  and 
by  a  notch  N.  of  the  Ehihorn.  From 
12  to  15  hrs.  should  be  allowed  for 
this  expedition. 

The  most  popular  pass  from  Zinal 
to  Zermatt  is  the  Triftjoch  (11,615  ft.). 
This  is  reached  by  the  ravine  of  the 
Trift^  which  opens  behind  Zermatt 
(ancl  in  which  there  is  now  a  small 
Inn),  and  crossing  the  shoulder  of 
the  mountain  to  the  Trift  Glacier, 
which  is  then  ascended  close  to  the 
base  of  the  Trifthorn.  A  steep  gully 
leads  up  from  a  bergschrund  to  the 
pass,  which  is  a  mere  gap  in  an  ex¬ 
tremely  sharp  ridge  connecting  the 
Trifthorn  with  the  Gabelhorn.  The 
view  from  it  in  both  directions  is 
most  grand  and  striking,  and  well 
Worth  an  excursion  from  Zermatt. 
On  the  W.  the  rocks  fall  away  in  a 
precipice  of  formidable  depth  to  the 
Zinal  Glacier,  and  the  descent  of  this 
wall  is  the  main  difficulty  of  the 
pass.  It  tries  the  steadiness  of  both 
travellers  and  guides,  and  there  is 
always  some  risk  from  falling  stones. 
The  Zinal  Glacier  is  not  difficult, 
save  that  in  one  crevassed  portion 
it  is  sometimes  necessary  to  take  to 
the  rocks.  This  pass  may  with  more 
advantage  be  made  from  the  Zinal 
side,  as  it  is  easier  to  ascend  than 
to  descend  steep  rocks.  It  is  a  day’s 
work  of  II  or  12  hrs.,  including  the 
ordinary  halts.  The  Constantia 
Club  hut  (a  sort  of  small  Alpine 
inn^  at  Mountet  shortens  this  by  4 
hrs.  for  those  who  sleep  there. 

It  is  possible  in  a  single  day  to 
make  a  most  interesting  expedition, 
and  return  to  Zermatt  in  the  even¬ 


ing.  For  this  purpose  the  traveller 
should  first  ascend  to  the  top  of  the 
Trift  Pass,  and  then,  returning  to 
the  foot  of  the  Trift  Glacier,  ascend 
the  shoulder  of  the  Gabelhorn  to  the 
Unter  Gabeljoch,  just  (W.  of  the 
Unter  Gabelhorn)  opposite  the 
Matterhorn,  the  view  of  which  can 
scarcely  be  surpassed  by  that  from 
the  Col  Durand.  From  thence  it  is 
possible  to  descend  to  the  lower  end 
of  the  Zmutt  Glacier,  and  so  regain 
Zermatt. 

Morning  Pass.  This  very  fine  but 
difficult  pass  is  described  in  Rte.  130. 

A  high  level  lour  of  Moyite  Rosa  is 
sometimes  made  by  mountaineers — 
I.  by  the  Neio  Weissthor  to  Macugna- 
ga  ;  2.  Col  clelle  Loccie  to  Alagna  ;  3. 
Col  (VOlen  ;  4.  Lysjoch  to  the  Eiffel. 

For  ordinary  travellers  there  is 
the  circuit  by  the  Monte  Moro  to 
Macugnaga  and  Ponte  Grande ; 
Baranca  Pass  to  Varallo,  and  by  Ala¬ 
gna  and  the  Col  cCOlen  to  Gressoney  ; 
Col  cle  la  Ranzola  and  Col  de  Jon  to 
Chatillon  ;  and  the  St.  Theoclule  to 
Zermatt  —  a  delightful  round  ;  or 
from  Gressoney.  Bettliner  Pass  to 
Fiery  in  Val  d’Ayas,  and  Cimes 
Blanches  to  Zermatt. 

For  more  detailed  information  as 
to  all  mountain  expeditions  between 
the  Great  St.  Bernard  and  the  Sim¬ 
plon,  see  Mr.  Conway’s  Pennine 
Guide,  2  parts  (Fisher  Unwin,  1890- 
i),  in  which  many  high  passes  not 
here  mentioned  will  be  found  fully 
described. 


ROUTE  128. 

ZEEMATT,  BY  THE  COL  ST.  THEO- 
DULE,  TO  CHATILLON. 

Hrs. 

Zermatt 

4|  .  .  Col  St.  Theodule 

2I  .  .  Breuil 

2  .  .  Valtournanclie 

3 1  .  .  Chatillon 

The  St.  Theodule  or  Matterjoch  is 
the  easiest  of  the  high  glacier  passes 
of  the  Alps,  and  on  that  account  the 
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most  frequented.  Horses  can  occa¬ 
sionally  be  taken  across.  The  snow 
on  the  glacier  is  often  deep,  and  the 
time  taken  is  then  of  course  much 
longer.  No  one  should,  however, 
attempt  to  pass  it  alone.  In  the 
very  common  case  of  clouds  resting 
on  the  summit,  it  is  very  easy  to 
miss^  the  way,  and  fatal  accidents 
have'  occurred  from  the  neglect  of 
the  rope,  which  on  this,  as  on  every 
glacier  where  the  ice  is  coated  with 
snow,  ought  to  be  used,  not  from 
any  immediate  apprehension  of 
danger,  but  because  it  is  the  proper 
way  of  averting  it. 

Many  hundred  travellers,  includ¬ 
ing  ladies,  cross  the  pass  every  year. 
The  usual  plan  for  ladies,  is  to  take 
a  horse  from  Zermatt  for  2  hrs.  or  3 
hrs.,  to  the  glacier.  From  this  point 
it  is  a  walk  of  i|  hr.  to  the  Col,  and 
of  1 1  hr.  to  the  foot  of  the  Four- 
neaux,  where  mules  may  sometimes 
be  found  in  the  season ;  or,  if 
thought  necessary,  a  guide  may  be 
sent  on  to  order  a  mule  from  the 
Inn  at  Breuil. 

By  starting  from  the  Eiffel  the 
ascent  is  shortened  by  half  an  hour, 
and  this  way  is  the  more  interest¬ 
ing,  as  it  leads  across  the  Gorner 
Glacier,  but,  of  course,  horses  cannot 
be  used.  In  making  the  pass  from 
the  Italian  side,  the  ascent  to  the 
Eiffel  will  take  rather  more  time 
than  the  descent  to  Zermatt. 

The  path  on  leaving  Zermatt  fol¬ 
lows  the  1.  bank  of  the  stream,  and 
in  about  15  min.  crosses  the  torrent 
from  the  Zmutt  Glacier  ;  it  then 
winds  upwards  by  meadows  and 
chalets,  and  in  45  min.  from  Zer¬ 
matt  begins  a  rapid  ascent  through 
woods  to  the  j^astures  on  the  W. 
side  of  the  Gorner  Glacier.  Here  it 
runs  on  a  level,  with  a  fine  view  up 
the  ice-fall  to  Monte  Eosa.  The 
torrent  from  the  Furgg  Glacier, 
descending  in  a  deep  rift,  is  then 
crossed,  and  the  path  again  becomes 
very  steep.  In  2  hrs.  from  Zermatt 
the  pastures  are  left,  and  the  track 
becomes  bad  for  horses,  lying  over 
rocks  and  loose  schist,  with  no  de- 


I  finite  path,  till  in  i  hr.  more  the 
glacier  is  reached.  (At  this  point 
the  track  from  the  Eiff^el  falls  in,  and 
here  a  small  Restaurant  has  been 
recently  built.)  It  is  singularly 
smooth  and  free  from  crevasses,  ex¬ 
cept  near  the  col,  where  there  are 
always  a  few  covered  over,  and  dan¬ 
gerous  whenever  snow  has  fallen 
freshly.  i|  hr.  walking  is  required 
hence  to  the  summit,  10,899 
ft.  above  the  sea.  The  prospect  im¬ 
mediately  around  is  of  one  continu¬ 
ous  ice-field.  Then,  the  eye  wanders 
down  the  valley  of  St.  Niklaus  to 
the  Bernese  Alps,  sweeps  round  by 
the  Saasgrat  to  Monte  Eosa,  looks 
across  to  the  peaks  of  Cogne,  and 
rests  upon  that  wonder  of  the  Alps, 
the  Cervin  or  Matterhorn.  To  the 
E.,  in  immediate  proximity,  are  the 
Petit  Mi.  Cervin  (12,750  ft.)  and  RmY- 
horn  (13,685  ft.)  ;  to  the  W.  the 
Theodulhorn  ( 1 1 , 392  ft. ) . 

On  the  crest  of  the  col  there  is 
some  bare  rock,  and  a  little  sj^ace  so 
exposed  that  the  snow  seldom  rests 
upon  it.  Here  Be  Saussure  remained 
3  days  in  1792  with  his  son  and  at¬ 
tendants,  engaged  in  experiments. 
Traces  of  the  rude  cabins  in  which 
they  sheltered  still  exist,  and  also  of 
a  redoubt  thrown  up  3  centuries  ago 
by  the  Duke  of  Savoy  in  1688  (as 
on  the  Col  de  Fenetre  between  the 
Bagnes  valley  and  Aosta)  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  retui'n  of  the  exiled  Vau- 
dois  into  his  dominions,  and  known 
by  the  name  of  Fort  St.  Theodule. 

The  first  hut  (ojqjosite  which  a 
larger  one  now  stands)  was  erected 
in  1854,  and  here  bread,  cheese, 
coffee,  and  hot  wine  may  be  obtained 
during  the  summer.  It  is  the 
highest  habitation  in  Europe,  and 
has  beds  for  travellers.  Prices  are 
high,  but  travellers  should  remem¬ 
ber  that  the  Italian  Government  has 
the  meanness  to  take  advantage  of 
the  larger  hut  being  a  foot  or  two  on 
their  side  of  the  frontier  to  impose 
taxes  on  the  proprietors,  and  that 
the  cost  of  transport  of  all  provisions 
is  very  costly. 

The  descent  towards  the  Val 
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d’Aosta  lies  over  the  glacier  for  40 
min.  ;  then  by  a  steep  descent  down 
rocks  and  loose  rubbish,  called  tlie 
Fourneaux,  for  45  min.  At  the  foot 
of  this,  or  even  at  the  foot  of  the 
glacier,  mules  left  by  travellers  on 
the  ascent  may  often  be  found  wait¬ 
ing  during  the  season.  hr.  over 
pastures  will  bring  you  to  the 

Inn  at  Giomein,  just  above  Breuil 
[6818  ft.),  situated  on  an  eminence 
in  the  midst  of  very  grand  scenery. 
Over-head  tower  the  Matterhorn  and 
the  Dent  d’Herens,  here  called  Mont 
Tabor ;  to  the  E.  rise  the  snows  of 
tlie  Breithoryi^  on  the  S.  the  singular 
rocks  of  the  Chateau  cles  Dames.  Many 
charming  short  walks  may  be  found 
in  the  neighbourhood,  with  views 
ot  the  stupendous  Matterhorn. 

In  preference  to  passing  the  Theo- 
dule,  mountaineers  occasionally 
cross  the  ridge  close  to  the  Matter¬ 
horn.  This  pass  is  known  as 
the  Furggjoch,  and  is  somewhat 
shorter  than  the  Theodule.  There 
is  a  steep  slope  on  the  N.  side, 
where  ice-axes  may  be  required. 

[From  Breuil  the  Breithorn  may 
be  ciscended  more  conveniently  than 
from  Zermatt.  It  was  from  this 
hotel  that,  with  one  or  two  excep¬ 
tions,  all  the  early  attempts  were 
made  to  scale  the  Matterhorn,  and 
the  landlord  will  point  out  the  Col 
du  Lion,  Cravate,  Pic  Tyndall,  Fpaule, 
and  other  points  in  the  tremendous 
ascent.  The  hut  near  the  Grande 
Tour  is  reached  in  5  to  7  hrs.,  and 
the  summit  in  5  to  6  hrs.  more, 
under  ordinary  circumstances.  Very 
active  climbers,  under  exceptionally 
favourable  conditions,  have  reached 
the  top  from  the  Inn  at  Breuil,  and 
returned  to  it  on  the  same  day,  via 
the  Hornli  ridge  and  Furggjoch. 

E.  passes  over  various  points  of 
the  Cimes  Blanches  ridge  lead  in  4 
or  5  hrs.  to  the  Inn  at  Fiery  in  Val 
d’Ayas,  and  W.  the  Col  de  Val  Cour- 
Here  to  Prarayen  in  the  Valpelline  ; 
from  the  latter  pass,  or  more  di¬ 
rectly  from  Breuil  in  9  hrs. — a 
very  fine  view — the  Chateau  des  Dames 
^11,447  ft.)  may  be  ascended.  In 


1873  Mr.  A.  G.  Puller  reached  the 
top  of  the  Dent  d’Herens  from  Breuil, 
but  this  is  a  circuitous  and  severe 
climb,  as  are  too  the  ascents  of  the 
Jumeaux  and  the  other  fine  peaks  on 
the  ridge  between  the  Dent  d’He¬ 
rens  and  the  CliMeau  des  Dames.] 

At  the  Inn  are  mules  and  side¬ 
saddles.  For  peaks  or  passes  guides 
are  to  be  found  at  the  village  of 
Valtournanche  ;  some  of  them  were 
celebrated  for  their  ascents  of  the 
Matterhorn,  but  these  are  either 
dead  or  past  work. 

Descending  to  the  little  plain  and 
following  the  1.  bank  of  the  stream, 
an  extraordinary  scene  of  desolation 
is  crossed,  then  another  little  plain 
succeeded  by  another  waste,  and  the 
chalets  of  Avui.  The  path  then 
enters  a  ravine,  and  follows  a  nar¬ 
row  ledge  thi’ough  magnificent 
scenery  to  the  chapel  of  A.  D.  de  la 
Garde  (i  hr.  15  min.  from  Breuil). 
Near  this  the  torrent  makes  i  or  2 
fine  waterfalls  in  a  remarkable  gorge 
{Gouffre  des  Busserailles),  like  that 
of  Pfaffers,  which  has  been  made 
accessible  by  wooden  galleries,  and 
is  well  worth  visiting  ( i  fr.  admis¬ 
sion).  Two  waterfalls  descend  into 
the  narrow  cleft,  which  is  almost 
closed  overhead  by  its  rocky  walls. 
A  short  and  steep  descent  follows, 
and  the  torrent  is  crossed  to  the  rt. 
bank.  30  min.  farther  the  path 
again  crosses  the  stream,  and  a 
short  ascent  leads  to  Paquier,  the 
chief  hamlet  of 

Valtournanche  (  5000  ft.),  a  vil¬ 
lage  finely  situated  on  an  eminence 
commanding  a  magnificent  view 
down  the  valley,  to  the  snows  of  the 
Punta  di  Tersiva.  Outside  the 
church  is  a  tablet  to  the  memory  of 
Chanoine  Carrel  of  Aosta,  a  well- 
known  name  to  all  Alpine  explorers 
(see  Aosta.) 

[N.E.  is  the  Grand  Tournalin  ( 1 1,086 
ft.  k  The  ascent  can  be  made  in  4 
hrs.  by  a  new  path  from  Valtour¬ 
nanche,  and  is  highly  recommended. 
A  panorama  of  the  view  from  the 
summit  has  been  published  by  the 
Italian  Alpine  Club. 
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An  excursion  to  the  Cheneil  cha¬ 
lets  (i  hr.)  and  the  ascent  of  the 
Punta  Fontana  Fretlda  (8248  ft.),  above 
them,  is  recommended. 

The  Cols  de  Nana  and  de  Portola  lead 
to  the  Val  d’Ayas  in  4  hrs.,  and 
there  are  also  other  passes. 

The  Col  de  Val  CournNe  leads  to 
Prarayen,  and  there  are  also  paths 
across  the  hills  to  Val  St.  Barthe- 
lemy,  and  so  to  Val  d’ Aosta.] 

A  steep  set  of  zigzags  leads  down 
to  the  bridge,  which  takes  the  tra¬ 
veller  to  the  rt.  bank. 

The  whole  of  the  scenery  below 
Valtournanche  is  magnificent.  The 
valley  is  green  and  in  great  part 
shaded  by  chestnut  and  walnut 
trees ;  the  torrent  sparkles  and 
foams  among  rocks  and  precipices, 
and  the  Matterhorn  is  occasionally 
in  view.  About  an  hr.  from  Yal- 
tournanche,  atUssin,  a  carriage-road 
begins.  A  char  (15  fr.  to  Chatillon  ) 
may  be  hired  at  Valtournanche  to 
meet  the  traveller  here.  Near  this 
spot  some  extraordinary  remains  of 
a  15th  cent.  Aqueduct  may  be  seen 
on  the  face  of  the  rock,  to  the  rt., 
and  they  are  continued  at  intervals 
for  several  m.  The  finest  portion 
consists  of  some  very  perfect  arches 
in  front  of  a  cliff  several  hundred 
ft.  above  the  valley,  nearly  opposite 
the  village  of  Antey,  hanging  as  in 
a  picture  against  the  rock.  There  is 
also  a  fine  13th  cent.  Aqueduct  on 
the  E.  side  of  the  valley,  below  An¬ 
tey.  The  road  continues  on  the  rt. 
bank  for  nearly  2  hrs.,  then  crosses 
for  about  10  min.,  and  returns  to  the 
rt.  for  the  rest  of  the  way.  Pedes¬ 
trians  can  find  paths  close  to  the 
stream  and  through  shady  meadows 
till  close  to  Chatillon.  This  part  of 
the  valley  is  very  hot  in  summer, 
and  should  be  passed  early  in  the 
morning  or  late  in  the  evening. 

Chatillon  (see  Rte.  134). 


Route  Reversed.  —  Guides,  horses, 
and  side-saddles  will  be  found  at 
Chatillon,  at  Valtournanche,  and  at 
Breuil. 


A  little  beyond  Chatillon  a  foot¬ 
path  to  the  rt.  goes  along  the  stream 
through  shaded  meadows  and  joins 
the  char-road  about  2  m.  farther  on. 
It  takes  4  hrs.  moderate  walking 
to  reach  Valtournanche,  and  about 
2|  hrs.  to  go  thence  to  Breuil. 
3  hrs.  are  quite  sufficient  for  the 
ascent  to  the  col,  unless  there  be 
much  fresh  snow  ;  and  3I  hrs.  or 
less  will  take  the  traveller  from  the 
summit  to  Zermatt  or  to  the  RiflPel. 

Pass  of  the  Clones  Blanches. — To 
reach  the  Val  d’Ayas  from  Zermatt 
by  the  Col  St.  Theodule  involves  a 
much  longer  passage  over  glacier 
than  by  the  ordinary  rte.  to  Breuil, 
but  presents  no  difficulty  unless 
after  fresh  snow,  when  it  may  be 
very  fatiguing. 

A  little  below  the  col,  on  the 
Italian  side,  the  rte.  turns  off  1. 
and  descends  a  plateau  of  snow  to 
the  chain  of  the  Cimes  Blanches 
(9777  ft.)  (i|  hr.'i,  whence  travers¬ 
ing  the  Ventina  Glacier  the  chalets 
of  Ventina  (i|  hr.)  are  reached,  and 
in  2  hrs.  more  the  Inn  at  Fiery,  near 
S.  Giacomo  d’Ayas.  The  valley 
may  be  descended  to  Brusson  in  2^ 
hrs.  (Rte.  125),  or  the  Bettaforca 
may  be  crossed  to  Gressoney  (Rte. 
125'!,  but  the  three  passes  are  a  long 
day’s  ivalk. 


ROUTE  129. 

ST.  NIKLAUS,  BY  THE  TURTMANN 
THAL,  TO  ST.  LUC  IN  THE  VAL 

d’anniviees.  [ascent  of  the 

BELLA  TOLA.] 


Hrs. 

St.  Niklaus 

4|  •  • 

Augstbord  Pass 

2 

Gruben 

2i  .  . 

Zmeiden  Pass 

2 

St.  Luc. 

II 

This  rte. 

is  a  pleasant  way 

reaching  or  leaving  Zermatt,  and 
forms  a  variation  on  the  old  Visp 
rte.  Sierre  can  be  reached  in  2 
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easy  days  from  St.  Niklaus  by  sleep¬ 
ing  at  Zmeiden.  The  whole  road  is 
passable  by  mules.  Those  who 
wish  tlioroughly  to  see  this  district 
will,  in  place  of  descending  from  St. 
Luc  to  Sierre,  turn  up  the  Val 
d’Anniviers  to  Zinal,  and  thence 
cross  to  Evolena  (see  Ete.  130). 
The  paths  are  rough  and  solitary,  so 
that  a  single  traveller  will  do  well 
to  take  a  guide. 

The  path  to  the  Augstborcl  Pass 
leaves  the  main  road  above  the  vil¬ 
lage  of  St.  Niklaus  and  runs  through 
woods  and  rocks,  ascending  gradu¬ 
ally  for  nearly  an  hour.  It  then 
crosses  the  Jung  torrent,  and  as¬ 
cends  by  steep  zigzags  through  a 
forest  to  the  chalets  and  chapel  of 
Ju7tgen,  about  2|  hrs.  from  St.  Nik- 
laus.  The  white  chapel  of  Jungen  is 
l^lainly  seen  from  St.  Niklaus,  and 
from  it  there  is  a  magnificent  view 
of  the  valley  and  its  mountains. 
[Hence  the  wild  and  savage  Jung 
Pass  leads  to  Glruben.] 

From  Jung  the  path  ascends 
steeply  for  about  10  min.,  then 
bears  away  to  the  1.  until  it  again 
reaches  the  Jung  torrent.  It  then 
turns  sharply  to  the  rt.,  and  keeps 
tolerably  level  until  in  about  an  hr. 
from  Jungen  the  shoulder  at  the 
entrance  of  the  Augstt>07xl  Thai  is 
reached.  There  is  a  pile  of  stones 
at  this  point,  and  the  views  up  and 
down  the  valley  of  St,  Niklaus  and 
up  the  Rhone  valley  are  again  mag¬ 
nificent.  For  the  next  |  hr,  the 
path,  here  rough,  descends  towards 
the  stream  in  the  Augstbord  valley. 
After  reaching  the  1,  bank  of  the 
stream  the  path  ascends  through  a 
dreary  waste  of  stones,  and  at  last 
reaches  the  col  by  a  few  zigzags. 

From  the  pass  itself  (9500  ft.)  there 
is  not  much  view,  but  the  Schwarz- 
horn  (10,522  ft.) — sometimes  con¬ 
fused  with  the  lower  Dreizehnten- 
horn — on  the  rt.  may  be  ascended 
in  I  hr.  by  a  rough  path.  It  com¬ 
mands  a  panoramic  view,  superior 
to  that  from  the  Bella  Tola,  and  for 
united  grandeur  and  extent  scarcely 
equalled  in  the  Alps  by  any  summit 


of  similar  elevation.  The  Weiss- 
horn  and  Mischabel  are  superb  ob¬ 
jects  in  the  foreground,  and  (except 
the  Matterhorn)  all  the  Alpine 
chain  from  Mont  Blanc  to  the  St. 
Gotthard  are  in  view. 

A  descent  through  a  stony  valley 
leads  to  the  chalets  of  the  Gruben 
Alp,  where  there  is  a  fine  view  into 
the  Turtmann  Thai  and  over  the 
opposite  mountains.  The  remain¬ 
ing  descent  into  the  valley  is 
through  forest. 

Zmeiden,  or  Gruben,  properly 
Z’  Meiden  (6060  ft,\  is  over  2000  ft, 
higher  than  St,  Niklaus,  so  that 
it  takes  nearly  i  hr.  more  from 
St.  Niklaus  to  Zmeiden  than  from 
Zmeiden  to  St,  Niklaus. 

The  Tu7’tnia7in  Thai  is  a  wild  valley 
about  15  m.  in  length,  from  the 
point  where  its  stream  falls  into  the 
Rhone  at  Turtmann,  to  the  glacier 
N,  of  the  Weisshorn,  whence  it 
takes  its  rise.  Though,  in  addition 
to  numerous  chalets  perched  on  the 
upper  pastures,  it  contains  several 
hamlets,  these  consist  exclusively  of 
7nayens,  which  are  inhabited  for  a 
few  weeks  only  in  the  spring  and 
autumn.  A  magnificent  forest  for¬ 
merly  covered  the  valley,  but  for 
many  years  the  axe  has  been  busy, 
and  large  clearings  made.  The  tim¬ 
ber  is  partly  floated,  partly  taken 
by  a  slide,  to  Turtmann,  where  it  is 
sawn.  The  summer  inhabitants  of  the 
Turtmann  Thai  come  from  the  Ger¬ 
man-speaking  portion  of  the  Valais  ; 
those  of  the  Val  d’Anniviers  and 
Val  d’Herens  are  from  the  French- 
speaking  portion  of  the  district. 

[Zmeiden  to  Turtmann  {Tourte- 
magne)  (Rte,  56)  is  a  very  pleasant 
bridle-path  down  the  valley  of  3^ 
hrs.  The  road  does  not  pass  in 
sight  of  the  waterfall  behind  the 
latter  village.] 

[Turtmami  Glacier.  The  valley  can 
be  ascended  to  its  head,  3^  m.  from 
Zmeiden,  and  a  visit  made  to  this 
magnificent  glacier,  which  may  be 
traversed  with  the  greatest  ease  to 
the  foot  of  the  ice-fall  under  the 
cliffs  of  the  Weisshorn.  Mules  can 
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be  taken  nearly  to  the  foot  of  the 
glacier.  Over  its  head  lies  the  diffi¬ 
cult  Bies  Joch  to  Randa  (see  Rte. 
126  under  Randa \  and  the  Bnmegg 
Joch  to  a  point  in  the  valley  be¬ 
tween  that  place  and  St,  Niklaus, 
There  are  bridle-passes  from  Oru- 
ben  to  St.  Luc  ;  (a)  the  Zmeiden  Pass — 
the  most  beautiLil,  direct,  and  easy, 
not  requiring  a  guide  ;  (&)  the  Pas  dii 
Banif,  longer,  but  with  the  advantage 
of  permitting  the  ascent  of  the  Bella 
Tola  by  the  way.  S.  of  these  are  the 
less  interesting  (c)  Pas  de  la  Forcletfa 
and  (d)  the  Frilijoch,  both  leading  to 
Ayer  and  Zinal  ;  and  (e)  the  gla¬ 
cier  j)ass  of  the  Col  des  Biahlons,  from 
the  Turtmann  Glacier  to  Zinal. 

a.  Zmeiden  Pass.  —  Crossing  the 
stream  above  the  village,  and  then 
bearing  a  little  to  the  rt.,  the  j^atli 
ascends  through  the  forest  by  steep 
zigzags  immediately  opposite  the 
village  for  nearly  i  hr.  At  the 
top  of  the  steep  ascent  the  path 
turns  to  the  1,,  and  soon  reaches  the 
lower  Zmeiden  chalets.  Going  from 
them  nearly  straight  up  the  moun¬ 
tain  the  upper  chalets  are  reached, 
commanding  magnificent  views  of 
the  Weisshorn  and  its  glaciers. 
Continuing  nearly  straight,  in  a 
few  minutes  the  first  of  the  little 
piles  of  stones  which  mark  the  track 
all  the  way  to  the  col  is  seen. 

The  ground  is  rough  and  broken, 
but  the  final  ascent  is  by  easy  zig¬ 
zags  up  a  stony  slope  covered  with 
blue  gentians.  The  Col  lies  between 
a  steep  pinnacle  of  quartz  called  the 
Tounot  (9912  ft.),  and  another  rocky 
point  on  the  N.,  which  is  said  to 
command  as  fine  a  view  as  the  Bella 
Tola.  The  scene  on  the  S.  side  is 
wild  and  striking — dark  and  broken 
cliffs,  and  ruins  of  the  quartz  rock 
which  forms  the  main  ridge,  while 
to  the  W.  starts  up  the  fantastic 
obelisk  of  the  Bee  de  Bosson.  The 
descent  is  down  a  gently  sloping 
alp,  with  no  defined  path,  as  far  as 
a  brow,  crowned  by  a  cross,  from 
which  the  fall  is  rapid.  From  this 
point  the  church  of  St.  Luc  and  the 
Ved  cV Anniviers  are  seen,  and  to  the 


rt,  is  a  white  chalet,  with  a  cross, 
from  which  the  path  to  St.  Luc 
is  plain. 

For  a  traveller  coming  in  the  oppo¬ 
site  direction,  the  path  is  the  same 
as  that  to  the  Bella  Tola  (see  below) 
as  far  as  the  white  chalet.  It  there 
bears  to  the  right  towards  a  wooden 
cross,  then  goes  up  the  stony  and 
marshy  valley,  and  in  a  short  time 
the  col  is  seen.  (N.B.  beware  of 
going  too  much  to  the  1.)  The  col 
is  between  two  rugged  peaks  ;  that 
on  the  N.  having  on  its  S.  side  a 
remarkable  whitepinnacle or  obelisk. 
Before  long  the  zigzags  up  the  col 
are  seen,  and  the  traveller  has  then 
only  to  make  the  best  of  his  way 
through  the  rocks,  and  pools,  and 
marshes,  as  there  is  no  regular 
track.  From  the  col  the  path  is 
well  marked. 

h.  The  Pas  du  Boeuf,  N.  of  the 
Zmeiden  Pass,  is  more  frequently 
traversed  for  the  sake  of  ascending 
the  Bella  Tola,  and  cannot  well  be 
found  without  a  guide.  The  path 
is  the  same  as  to  the  Zmeiden  Pass 
to  the  head  of  the  forest,  where  it 
turns  rt,  along  the  mountain-side 
to  the  entrance  of  the  Borterthal  (the 
2nd  valley  on  the  1.),  from  which 
all  distant  view  is  shut  out.  The 
Col  is  9154  ft,  above  the  sea.  |  hr. 
beyond  it  a  mule-path,  rt,,  leads  up  to 

c.  The  Pas  de  la  Forcletta,  9800  ft.  (6 
or  7  hrs.  to  Zinal  by  mule  path^, 
which  has  little  to  recommend  it, 
except  its  directness  and  view  of  the 
Weisshorn.  The  path  leaves  the 
Turtmann  Thai  at  the  hamlet  above 
Gruben,  slants  up  S.W.  through 
foi'est,  and,  passing  2  sets  of  chalets, 
enters  a  bare  valley,  which  it  fol¬ 
lows  to  the  crest.  The  descent  is 
down  grass  to  the  wood  above  Ayer, 
ahout  I  hr.  from  Zinal. 

d.  A  more  interesting  route  has 
been  followed,  over  the  Frilijoch,  by 
walking  for  |  hr.  up  the  Turt¬ 
mann  Glacier,  then  ascending  rt. 
to  the  mountain  ridge  (of  white 
quartz),  and  crossing  it  close  to  the 
Diablons.  On  the  other  side  is  a 
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very  stony  valley,  leading  either  to 
Ayer  or  Zinal. 

e.  The  Col  des  Diahlons,  or  Col  de 
Tracuit  (10,670  ft.\  between  the 
Weisshorn  and  Diablons,  is  reached 
in  7  or  8  hrs.  by  ascending  the 
glacier,  then  a  very  steep  rock  wall, 
and  the  W.  branch  of  the  Tnrtmann 
Glacier  under  the  rocks  of  the  Blab- 
Ions  (11,851  ft,  b  which  may  be 
reached  from  the  pass.  The  descent 
to  Zinal  is  quite  easy.  This  is  a 
fine  pass,  but  the  rock  wall  is  diffi¬ 
cult. 

St.  Lue.  This  village  -  here  com¬ 
monly  called  Luc — is  perched  upon 
the  steep  E.  slope  of  the  valley, 
5496  ft,  above  the  sea,  and  1460 
ft.,  or  I  hr.,  above  Vissoye,  It 
has  been  twice  nearly  burned  down 
since  1840,  and  so  far  rebuilt  in 
stone,  and  commands  a  magnificent 
view  of  the  head  of  the  valley,  with 
the  (here)  chisel-shaped  head  of  the 
Matterhorn,  towering  over  the  Col 
Durand  (Rte,  127^  and  the  grand 
circle  of  peaks  from  the  Grand  Cor¬ 
nier  to  the  Gabelhorn  known  as  the 
Grande  Couronne, 

Ascent  of  the  Bella  Tola  from  St.  Luc. — 
Mules  can  go  up  the  mountain  to 
within  I  hr.  of  the  top,  but  over  a 
great  part  of  the  distance  there  is 
no  regular  track,  and  the  traveller 
without  a  guide  is  pretty  sure  to 
lose  his  way.  The  path  ascends 
behind  the  little  Inn  at  St.  Luc, 
keeping  tolerably  level  for  about 
25  min.,  when  it  strikes  off  to  the  1, 
and  ascends  by  some  zigzags  to¬ 
wards  three  chalets.  It  then  keeps 
to  the  rt.  and  skirting  a  wood  as¬ 
cends  over  pastures  to  a  very  con¬ 
spicuous  white  chalet  with  a  wooden 
cross,  hr.  from  St.  Luc.  The 
path  then  bears  away  to  the  h-  and 
for  nearly  |  hr,  is  well  marked,  but 
then  comes  out  on  a  trackless  alp. 
The  mountain  is  not  seen  at  this 
part  of  the  rte.  .  After  some  time,  if 
the  right  track  is  taken,  the  peak 
and  its  zigzags  are  seen,  and  thence¬ 
forward  there  is  no  difficulty  in  find¬ 
ing  the  way.  Mules  could  scarcely  be 


taken  up  for  the  last  |  hr.  The  view 
from  the  top  ( 10, 138  ft.)  is  very  fine. 
About  I  hr,  from  the  top  is  a  small 
hut  where  it  would  be  possible,  but 
not  pleasant,  to  pass  the  night.  Those 
who  are  going  on  to  Zmeiden  will,  at 
the  foot  of  the  zigzags,  take  the  path 
over  the  Pas  du  Boeuf. 

From  St,  Luc  a  steep  mule-path 
leads  in  about  an  hour  to  the  char- 
road  by  which  Sierre  is  reached  (see 
Rte.  i3o\ 

[There  is  a  bridle-path  of  much 
beauty  from  Siisten,  in  the  Rhone 
valley  opposite  Leuk  (Rte.  56),  lead¬ 
ing  in  5  or  6  hrs.  by  the  Illsee  and 
Chandolin  to  St.  Luc.  The  Illsee  is 
7684  ft.  ;  the  col,  between  the  Ill- 
horn  (N.)  and  Schwarzhorn  (S.),  some 
hundred  feet  higher.  By  making 
I  hr.  detour,  a  crest  overlooking  the 
precipice  R,  of  the  Illhorn  may  be 
visited.  It  is  locally  called  the 
Bboulement  (or  Hlgraben).  Here  the 
whole  side  of  a  mountain  seems  to 
have  given  way,  and  fallen  as  a  vast 
ruin  into  the  valley,  leaving  a 
yawning  gulf  surrounded  by  crumb¬ 
ling  and  treacherous  crags.  The 
Illhorn  {Sgsi  ft.)  may  be  ascended  ; 
but  the  view  is  not  equal  to  that 
from  either  the  Bella  Tola  or  the 
Schwarzhorn.  The  ascent  to  the 
col  from  Susten  is  very  fine,  passing 
through  a  dense  forest  of  old  pines, 
with  peeps  to  the  rt.  into  the  111- 
graben.  The  descent  to  St.  Luc  is  a 
walk  of  1 1  hr.  (of  2  up).  To  the 
point  of  view  on  the  edge  towards 
Sierre  is  an  excursion  from  St.  Luc, 
There  and  back  will  take  4  or  5  hrs.  ; 
it  is  a  beautiful  walk,  for  a  long 
way  through  forest  — guide  6  fr.] 
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The  Val  d’Anniviers,  or  Einflsch 
Thai,  opens  immediately  S.  of  Sierre. 
There  are  now  comfortable  inns  at 
St.  Luc,  Vissoije,  and  Zinal,  and  the 
valley  is  much  frequented  by  those 
who  seek  for  glacier  passes  and  fine 
scenery. 

Beyond  the  bridge  on  the  Simplon 
road,  I  m.  outside  Sierre,  the  char-road 
up  the  Val  d’Anniviers  branches  off 
on  the  rt.  It  at  once  ascends  steeply. 
A  fine  view  of  the  peaks  at  the  head 
of  the  valley  is  gained  before  reach¬ 
ing  Nioue  (2  hrs. ).  The  road  high 
above  the  torrent  winds  roiind  the 
sides  of  precipitous  ravines,  pene¬ 
trating  the  projecting  spurs  by 
three  short  tunnels.  The  village  of 
Fang  is  left  below  (here  the  steej) 
footpath  to  St.  Luc  in  1}  hr.  branches 
rt. )  amongst  fine  walnut-trees,  and 
soon  afterwards  the  valley  opens 
and  Vissoye  comes  into  sight. 

Vissoye  is  the  principal  village 
of  the  valley,  and  is  finely  situated. 

2  m.  above  Vissoye,  just  below 
the  village  of  G-remenz,  the  valley 
divides  into  two  branches :  the 
western,  leading  to  the  glacier  of 
Moiry  and  the  principal  pass  into 
the  Val  d’Herens,  by  the  Col  de 
Torrent  (see  below),  is  called  the 
Val  de  Moiry ;  the  eastern,  which 
descends  from  the  glacier  of  Zinal, 
the  Val  de  Zinal. 

The  char-road  passing  Ayer  (near 
which  cobalt  and  nickel  are  found), 
where  a  path  from  St.  Luc  falls  in, 
is  continued  to 

Zinal  (5505  ft.  \  the  last  hamlet 
in  this  branch  of  the  valley  (2^  hrs. 
from  Vissoye),  is  only  inhabited  for 
a  few  weeks  in  the  summer.  It  is 
a  most  interesting  centre  for  excur¬ 
sions,  lying  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
grand  glaciers  and  magnificent 
mountains,  and  the  view  from  the 
inn  is  highly  suggestive.  A  fine 
feature  is  the  dark  Lo  Besso  (12,058 
ft.\  with  bold  forked  crest,  but  the 
neighbouring  giants  look  down  upon 
it.  From  its  base  stretches  the  Du¬ 
rand  or  Zinal  Glacier,  with  the  plainly- 
marked  Col  Durand  (Rte.  127)  at  its 


head,  between  the  Pointe  de  Zinal 
W.,  and  the  Mont  Durand  E.  To  the 
W.  of  this  glacier  basin  are  the  Dent 
Blanche,  14,318  ft.,  and  Grand  Cor¬ 
nier,  13,022  ft.,  to  the  E.  the  Gabel- 
horn,  13,364  ft.,  Rofhhorn  or  Morning, 
13,856  ft.,  and  Weisshoryi,  14,804  ft. 

Zinal  is  the  starting-point  for  nu¬ 
merous  high  ascents,  while  for  or¬ 
dinary  travellers  there  are  various 
beautiful 

Excursions. — a.  The  Durand  or 
Zinal  Glacier,  2  good  hrs.  from  the 
inn,  though  black  with  moraine  and 
debris,  and  shut  in  towards  its 
lower  end,  expands  above  into  far- 
stretching  fields  of  unsullied  snow. 
The  path  runs  along  the  W.  side  of 
the  valley  to  the  gorge  at  the  foot  of 
the  glacier,  and  for  about  i  m.  be¬ 
yond  it,  as  far  as  the  bank  is  prac¬ 
ticable.  The  glacier  is  then  entered 
upon — ^just  where  it  begins  to  grow 
white — and  crossed  to  the  E.  side. 
Persons  able  to  do  so  should  not  fail 
to  go  as  far  as  the  Constantia  Club 
hut  (9075  ft.,  a  sort  of  small  Alpine 
Inyi)  at  Mountet,  on  the  slopes  of  the 
Mont  Blanc  de  Morning  (4^  hrs.'  to 
gain  the  superb  view  of  the  amphi¬ 
theatre  of  peaks  enclosing  the  head 
of  the  glacier  ;  and  the  excursion 
may  be  continued  to  the  Roc  Noir, 
a  fine  view  point  in  the  centre  of 
the  glacier,  i  hr.  from  the  hut.  10 
or  II  hrs.  must  be  allowed,  and  a 
guide  taken, 

h.  The  track  to  the  Arpitetta  Alp 
(2  hrs.),  cut  off  by  the  Morning  Gla¬ 
cier  from  Lo  Besso,  crosses  the  waste 
of  moraines  which  conceal  the  skirts 
of  the  Durand  Glacier,  The  view  is 
superb,  particularly  of  the  W.  side 
of  the  Weisshorn,  which,  seen  from 
this  point,  may  rank  with  the  E. 
side  of  Monte  Rosa  and  the  S,  side 
of  Mont  Blanc.  An  old  moraine, 
hundreds  of  feet  above  the  present 
glacier,  offers  an  agreeable  terrace - 
walk, 

c.  The  Alp  de  I’Allee  (2^  hrs.)  is 
another  fine  point  of  view.  This  is 
on  the  W.  side  of  the  valley,  opposite 
the  Arpitetta  Alp,  and  reached  by  a 
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cattle-path  from  the  stone  chalet  at 
the  foot  of  the  Zinal  Glacier.  It  rises 
to  the  Pigne  de  VAllee  ( 1 1,  i68  ft,,  6  hrs, 
direct  from  Zinal),  directly  S,  of  the 
Col  de  VAllee,  a  high  pass  to  the  W. 
branch  of  the  Val  d’Anniviers.  The 
Bouqiietin  (11,431  ft.),  a  commanding 
point  near  the  Grand  Cornier,  may 
be  gained  from  this  col  in  6  hrs. 
from  Zinal. 

The  two  following  excursions  are 
easy,  and  do  not  differ  from  each 
other  much  in  length  ;  they  include 
some  of  the  finest  scenery  of  the 
district. 

d.  Ridge  of  the  Crete  de  Millon  (guide). 
The  path  mounts  from  Zinal  to  a 
white  chalet  on  the  Tracuit  Alp, 
then  to  the  1.  to  join  a  higher  path, 
leading  rt.  to  the  high  plateau  of 
Combesana,  between  the  Diablons 
and  Crete  de  Millon,  not  seen  from 
Zinal.  Cross  this  S.E.  to  low  gap  in 
the  Crete,  from  which  there  is  a 
splendid  view  of  the  Weisshorn  and 
its  glacier,  and  the  tremendous  seracs 
of  the  Morning  Glacier,  with  the 
singularly  small  top  of  the  Eoth- 
horn  above.  Hence  the  Pointe  d’Arpi- 
tctta  (10,392  ft.)  may  probably  be 
climbed.  Descend  by  the  Weiss¬ 
horn  Glacier  and  moraines  to  the 
Arpitetta  Alp. 

e.  Garde  de  Bordon.  Ascend  to  Col 
de  Sorebois  (this  detour  may  be 
avoided  by  rather  more  of  a  scramble 
to  the  1.),  then  to  1.  along  crest  of 
ridge  to  summit  (10,879  ft.).  An 
unnecessary  circuit  to  rt.,  involving 
a  descent,  is  generally  made  here  to 
avoid  easy  rocks.  Descent  along 
ridge  S.E.  to  lower  summit,  thence 
direct  and  easy  to  Alp  de  VAllee.  So 
fine  a  panorama  (extending  from 
Mont  Blanc  to  the  Eurka)  is  rarely 
to  be  obtained  in  the  course  of  so 
easy  and  varied  a  walk.  Grand 
views  of  the  Weisshorn,  the  glacier, 
&c.,  in  the  descent.  No  snow  work. 

/,  The  Roc  de  la  Vache  (8488  ft.)  is 
a  pleasant  little  ascent,  and  the  re¬ 
turn  may  be  made  by  the  Arpitetta 
Alp.  5  hrs.  up  and  down. 

g.  The  Pointe  d' Arpitetta  (10,392  ft.) 


may  be  reached  in  5|  hrs.  by  the 
Arpitetta  Alp,  and  might  probably 
be  combined  with  d. 

The  fine  peak  of  the  Grand  Cornier 
(13,022  ft.),  N.  of  the  Dent  Blanche, 
has  been  climbed  by  several  ridges. 
It  is  easiest  from  the  S.  or  E.  ;  but 
from  any  direction  is  only  for 
trained  climbers,  with  good  guides. 

The  Didblons  (11,851  ft.)  can  be  as¬ 
cended  in  5  hrs,  from  Zinal,  the 
central  peak  being  the  highest.  The 
view  from  the  top  is  magnificent,  and 
the  ascent,  though  somewhat  fatigu¬ 
ing,  is  well  worth  the  trouble,  and 
not  difficult  for  persons  of  ordinary 
activity. 

The  great  peaks  which  overlook 
the  Zinal  Glacier  have  all  been  gained 
from  this  side.  They  offer  feats  of 
sheer  climbing,  fit  only  for  men 
skilled  in  the  craft.  The  lower  sum¬ 
mit  of  Lo  Besso,  though  a  severe 
scramble,  may  be  reached  in  3  to  4 
hrs.  from  the  Club  hut  at  Mountet. 

Glacier  Passes  from  Zinal. 

The  Col  des  Biablons  to  Zmeiden 
(see  Kte.  129b  The  passes  to  Zer¬ 
matt  are  described  in  Rte.  127. 
The  passes  are  rather  more  easy 
from  this  side.  The  start  is  made 
from  Mountet.  Time  over  the  Trift- 
joch — Mountet  to  foot  of  rocks  2  hrs.  ; 
pass  i|  ;  foot  of  Trift  Gl.  2.10  ;  Zer¬ 
matt  2  (easy), 

Moyning  Pass  (12,287  ff-)?  a  difficult 
but  magnificent  pass  between  the 
Eothhorn  and  Schallihorn  to  Zermatt 
or  Eanda,  was  first  made  in  1864.  The 
snow  and  ice  scenery  is  superb. 

Schalli  Joch  (12,306  ft.\  between 
the  Schallihorn  and  Weisshorn,  to 
Eanda,  is  too  difficult  to  be  often 
attempted. 

Col  d'U  Grand  Coryiier  (11,628  ft.), 
between  the  Dent  Blanche  and 
Grand  Cornier  to  Evolena.  The  as¬ 
cent  is  through  the  seracs  near  the 
cliffs  of  the  Dent  Blanche,  and  then 
to  the  rt.  up  the  rocks  to  the  col. 
The  descent  is  by  easy  snow-sloj^es 
to  the  Bricolla  Alj). 

In  going  to  Zinal  from  Evolena  by 
the  ordinary  rte.  of  the  Col  de  Torrent, 
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the  traveller  has  first  either  to  cross 
the  Col  de  Sorebois,  or  to  go  round 
by  Gremenz. 

Col  de  Sorebois  (9475  ft.).  Crossing 
the  stream  at  Zinal  the  path  mounts, 
in  zigzags,  to  rough  upland  pastures, 
which  are  traversed  W.  to  the  col, 
a  little  S,  of  the  Come  de  Sorebois. 
The  col  commands  a  magnificent 
view  of  the  Weisshorn  and  neigh¬ 
bouring  peaks,  and  is  well  worth 
l^assing  by  those  who  are  not  going 
to  Evolena,  but  back  to  St.  Luc. 

The  descent  is  steep,  S.W.  down  a 
grassy  alp  to  a  point  in  the  Val  de 
Moiry,  directly  opposite  the  rough 
track  of  the  Col  de  Torrent,  5^  hrs. 
from  Evolena. 

To  pass  round  takes  2^  hrs.’  de¬ 
scent  to  Gremenz,  and  i|  hrs.’  ascent 
of  the  wild  Val  de  Moiry  to  the 
bridge  where  the  route  over  the 
Col  de  Sorebois  falls  in,  but  a  pedes¬ 
trian  may  shorten  the  distance.  He 
must  not  cross  the  stream  to  Ayer, 
but  opposite  that  village  seek  a  path 
which  runs  along  a  conduit  through 
the  forest  to  the  Moiry  valley.  It  is 
nearly  on  a  level,  and  a  pretty  walk. 

From  Gremenz  to  Evolena  there 
are  three  passes — Col  de  Torrent,  Pas 
de  Lona,  and  Col  de  Breonna. 

a.  The  Col  de  Torrerd  may  be  tra¬ 
versed  in  fine  weather  without  a 
guide,  a  conspicuous  chalet  marking 
the  point  where  the  track  leaves  the 
Val  de  Moiry  and  ascends  the  moun¬ 
tain.  Time,  5  or  6  hrs.  After  en¬ 
tering  the  Val  de  Moiry  the  jjath 
mounts  through  fine  Alpine  scenery 
to  the  wild  and  solitary  upper  valley. 
In  4  m.  from  Gremenz  the  chalets  of 
Zafelet  Praz  are  reached  hr.), 
where  a  stone  building  on  a  knoll  to 
the  1.  marks  the  foot  of  the  Col  de 
Sorebois  leading  hence  to  Zinal. 
The  steep  mountain  on  the  rt.  is 
here  ascended,  bearing  to  the  1., 
with  view  of  the  Glacier  de  Moiry. 
There  are  numerous  cattle-tracks, 
but  keeping  1.  the  traveller  soon 
enters  a  green  vale,  and  may  see  the 
cross  on  the  col  at  its  head.  The 
usual  rte.  is  high  uj)  on  the  N.  side 
of  this  valley,  passing  N.  of  the 


lonely  Lac  Zozanne,  from  which  zig¬ 
zags  lead  to  the  Col  (2  hrs.).  The 
view  from  this  point  (9594  ft.)  of 
the  dark  mountains  to  the  W.,  bold 
in  their  forms,  delicately  marked 
with  lacework  of  snow,  and  with 
long  sweeping  glaciers  winding 
amongst  them,  is  most  striking  and 
beautiful.  The  black  Mt.  Mine  sepa¬ 
rates  the  glaciers  of  Eerpecle  and  Mine ; 
farther  W.  are  Mt.  Collon,  Pigne  cVA- 
rolla,  Mt.  Blanc  de  Seilon,  and  Grand 
Combin.  Directly  N.  rises  the  Basse- 
neire  (10,693  ft.),  which  can  be  as¬ 
cended  from  the  col  in  i  hr. 

The  Col  de  Torrent  was  the  scene 
of  a  murder  on  July  23,  1863.  Herr 
Quensell,  an  Hanoverian  lawyer  of 
eminence,  was  the  victim.  The 
assassin  was  a  well-known  mcmvais 
sujet,  a  Swiss  Valaisan,  who  had  once 
served  in  the  Neapolitan  army,  and, 
having  escaped  from  an  imj^rison- 
ment  for  forgery,  had  taken  to  the 
hills.  Hearing  that  Herr  Quensell 
was  about  to  cross  the  pass  with  a 
single  guide,  he  built  a  screen  of 
stones  by  the  side  of  the  cross,  and 
awaited  them  gun  in  hand.  When 
they  were  twenty  j)aces  off  the  as¬ 
sassin  began  to  fire.  The  guide  fell 
severely  wounded  at  once.  Herr 
Quensell,  also  wounded,  turned  and 
ran  down  hill,  but  was  pursued, 
overtaken,  and  shot.  The  murderer 
then  remounted  to  the  wounded 
guide,  to  despatch  him,  but  was 
turned  from  his  purj)ose  by  the 
man’s  entreaties.  He  even  bound 
up  his  wounds,  and  helped  him  over 
the  col,  where  he  left  him.  Here 
some  shej)herds  found  him  in  a 
miserable  state,  and  took  him  to 
Gremenz.  The  murderer  was  ulti¬ 
mately  captured  ;  but  while  being 
transferred  to  Berne,  in  charge  of 
two  old  gendarmes,  he  made  a  sud¬ 
den  dash,  and  wholly  escaj)ed.  The 
murderer  and  his  brother  were  the 
only  persons  found  implicated  in  the 
crime.  The  gendarmes  were  im¬ 
prisoned  for  their  carelessness. 

The  descent  is  down  the  broad  and 
open  alp  of  Cotter,  by  a  well-marked 
track  as  far  as  a  cattle-station  (with 
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a  cross).  From  this  point  a  traveller 
bears  1.,  and  soon  finds  a  good  path, 
which  reaches  the  Val  d’Herens 
about  I  m.  from  the  Inn  at 

Evolena  (Rte,  131)  (2  hrs.). 

h.  The  Pas  cle  Lona,  about  10  hrs., 
lies  N.  of  the  Col  de  Torrent,  between 
the  Sasseneire  and  the  Bees  de  Bos- 
son.  The  path  ascends  from  Gre- 
menz  (2  hrs.)  in  zipags  to  the  upper 
pastures,  where  it  turns  sharp  to 
1.,  to  get  round  the  ridge  descending 
from  the  Bees  de  Bosson.  On  the 
regular  track  a  bare  vale  leads  up 
to  the  Col  (3I  hrs.,  8924  ft.),  a  wild 
and  solitary  spot,  marked  by  a  cross, 
and  close  under  the  Bees  de  Bosson 
(10,368  ft.).  From  this  mountain, 
which  may  be  climbed  from  the  pass, 
there  is  a  very  fine  N.  and  S.  view. 
The  descent  leads  to  the  village  of 
Eison,  on  the  mountain-side,  high 
above  the  road  of  the  Yal  d’Herens, 
and  thence,  bearing  1.,  through  a  gap 
in  the  precipices  to  the  carriage-road 
in  the  Val  d’Herens,  close  to  a  little 
chapel,  3I  hrs.  from  the  col,  and  | 
hr.  from  Evolena. 

c.  The  Col  de  Breonna  (9574  ft.\  S. 
of  the  Col  de  Torrent,  is  a  pass  of 
about  10  hrs.,  and,  being  nearer  the 
main  chain,  commands  a  much  finer 
view  of  the  Bent  Blanche,  Grand 
Cornier,  &c.  The  path  leaves  the 
Val  de  Moiry  near  the  glacier,  |  hr. 
beyond  the  foot  of  the  Col  de  Torrent, 
and  is  steep  and  rough  to  the  Col, 
which  lies  N.  of  the  Couronne  de 
Breonna  (10,382  ft.),  accessible  from 
the  pass.  The  descent  by  the  Bre¬ 
onna  Alp  is  easy.  The  Col  du  Zate 
immediately  N.,  and  the  Col  de  Cou¬ 
ronne  immediately  S.,  of  the  Col  de 
Breonna,  are  merely  variations  of  it. 

Much  farther  S.  is  the  Col  deMoity, 
ascending  from  the  Moiry  Glaciei' 
(above  the  ice-fall)  by  rocks  which 
are  raked  by  falling  stones.  The 
descent  on  the  other  side,  to  the 
Ferpecle  Glacier,  is  equally  steep. 
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The  inhabitants  of  this  valley 
appear  to  be  unusually  well  oft',  and 
their  industry  is  shown  by  the  height 
at  which  they  cultivate  their  fields 
for  corn. 

There  is  a  char-road  to  Evolena, 
along  the  W.  side  of  the  valley.  Post 
carriage  daily  at  6  a.m.,  in  5I  hrs., 
returning  from  Evolena  at  i  p.m. 

The  road  crosses  the  Rhone  at 
Sion,  and  soon  afterwards  begins  to 
ascend,  keeping  at  a  great  height 
along  the  mountain  slopes. 

At  a  considerable  height  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  river  is  Longe- 
borgne,  a  church  and  hermitage 
cut  out  of  the  rock,  and  inhabited 
by  two  hermits.  The  lower  valley  is 
thickly  peopled,  and  fertile.  In  i| 
hr.  the  large  village  of  Vex  is  passed. 
Soon  afterwards  the  Val  d’Here- 
mence  opens  on  the  1. 

[Val  d’ Heremence  is  a  wild  Alpine 
glen,  some  15  m.  (6|  hrs.)  long,  and 
contains  in  its  upper  portion  many 
‘mayens,’  but  no  permanent  habita¬ 
tions.  A  char-road  branches  off  at 
Vex.  In  I  hr.  the  village  of  Here- 
mence  is  reached.  Thence  a  bridle - 
road  passing  through  several  ham¬ 
lets,  ascends  in  3  hrs.  to  the  mayens 
of  Praz  Long.  [Hence  the  Col  de 
Meina  leads  to  Evolena  in  5  hrs.] 
The  valley  grows  wilder,  and  the  as¬ 
cent  is  in  parts  steep  to  the  chalets 
of  La  Barma  (i|  hr.).  Passes  to 
Fionnay  in  Val  de  Bagnes  (Rte.  136). 
An  hour  more  brings  the  traveller  to 
the  chalets  of  Liappey  (rough 
quarters)  at  the  head  of  the  valley. 
It  is  closed  by  two  glaciers,  and 
several  fine  peaks  rise  above  them. 
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The  Glacier  de  Lendarey  descends 
from  Mt.  Pleureur  and  the  Glacier 
de  Seilon  from  Mt.  Blanc  de  Seilon. 
The  passes  over  these  are  described 
in  Rtes.  132  and  136.  Owing  to 
there  being  no  Inyi  at  the  head  of 
Val  d’Heremence,  mountaineers 
generally  pass  on  by  the  Col  de  Ried- 
matten,  or  the  Pas  de  Chevres,  or 
the  Col  de  Barbonneire,  to  good 
quarters  at  Arolla,  and  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  peaks  are  climbed  either 
from  that  place  or  Mauvoisin.  The 
Aiguilles  Rouges  cV Arolla  (11,975  ft.), 
the  highest  summits  in  the  range 
between  the  Arolla  glen  and  Val 
d’Heremence,  are,  perhaps,  best  at¬ 
tacked  from  the  latter  valley  by 
means  of  the  N.  ridge]. 

Near  Useigne,  where  the  post 
Jialts,  are  some  remarkable  pillars  of 
earth,  or  Pyramides,  each  topped  by  a 
flat  stone,  which  by  protecting  the 
earth  under  it  from  the  action  of  the 
rain  has  caused  the  phenomenon. 

[|  hr.  further,  at  a  bridge  over  the 
Borgne,  a  second  road  (a  mule-path) 
from  Sion  by  the  E.  side  of  the  val¬ 
ley  falls  in.  It  is  |  hr.  longer,  and 
passes  through  Bramois  and  Mage, 
and  close  to  the  hermitage  of  Longe- 
borgne.  The  road  is  steep  as  far  as 
St.  Martin,  after  which  it  is  toler¬ 
ably  level.] 

There  is  a  fine  view  from  the 
Chaj)elle  de  la  Garde,  ik  m.  from 

Evolena.  This  village  (4521  ft., 
1121  Inhab.),  about  16  m.  from  Sion, 
stands  at  the  lower  end  of  a  long 
level  reach  of  the  Val  d’Herens,  with 
a  beautiful  view  embracing  the 
pyramidal  Rents  de  Veisivi  (11,237  ^0 
(which  separate  the  glens  leading 
to  the  glaciers  of  Ferpecle  and 
Arolla),  the  upper  part  of  the  Fer¬ 
pecle  Glacier,  and  the  summit  of  the 
Dent  Blanche.  It  is  a  fine  Alpine 
landscape,  and  the  peasants  give  life 
to  it.  The  women  wear  a  straw  hat, 
a  brown  or  blue  gown,  black  bodice 
and  red  kerchief,  white  sleeves  and 
apron. 

Excursions. 

a.  FerpMe  Glacier.)  a  ride  of  about 
2]  hrs.,  a  walk  of  2.  The  path  does 


not  cross  the  stream  at  Hauderes 
(at  the  junction  of  the  Ferpecle  and 
Arolla  glens)  but  ascends  the  E. 
bank— that  on  the  W.  stopping  short 
of  the  glacier.  The  track  passes  in 
view  of  beautiful  slopes  and  forests, 
and  through  a  rich  vegetation,  in¬ 
cluding  the  oriental  plane,  and  the 
currant  and  rose-tree  growing  wild. 
The  valley  terminates  in  a  gorge  be¬ 
low  the  Ferpecle  Glacier. 

At  the  Salay  chalets  there  is  a 
well-kept  mountain  Inn,  a  good 
starting-point  for  excursions.  To 
appreciate  the  noble  scenery  of  the 
Ferpecle  Glacier  it  is  necessary  to 
mount  to  the  chalet  of  the  Bricolla 
Alp.)  1 1  hr.  Immediately  overhead 
rises  the  noble  pyramid  of  the  Dent 
Blanche  ;  southwards  spread  the 
broad  snow-fields  leading  to  the  Col 
d’Herens.  Below  them  the  savage 
rocks  of  Mont  Mine  separate  the 
glacier  of  that  name  from  that  of 
Ferpecle.  The  glacier  view  is  re¬ 
markable  for  extent  and  beauty. 
The  Pointe  de  Bricolla,  (12,018  ft.),  a 
fine  view  point,  is  5  hrs.  from  Fer¬ 
pecle  ;  the  Grand  Cornier  (13,022  ft.), 
6 1  hrs.,  difficult,  guides  required. 

h.  The  Pic  d’Arzinol  (9846  ft.),  W.  of 
Evolena,  in  the  ridge  dividing  Val 
d’Herens  and  Val  d’Heremence,  can 
be  ascended  in  4  hrs.  Mules  can  go 
for  2|  hrs.  The  great  features  of  the 
view  are  the  Matterhorn  and  Dent 
Blanche. 

c.  A  much  higher  j^oint  of  the 
same  range  is  the  Pointe  de  Vouasson 
(11,470  ft.),  an  exjDedition  of  8  or  9 
hrs.  It  commands  one  of  the  finest 
panoramic  views  in  the  whole  dis¬ 
trict,  and  is  well  worth  a  visit.  The 
descent  may  be  varied  by  returning 
by  the  Lac  Bleti,  a  charming  little 
tarn  in  the  Arolla  valley,  near  Sa- 
tarma.  It  may  also  be  taken  on  the 
way  to  Arolla,  by  following  an  easy 
rte.  skirting  the  base  of  the  remark¬ 
able  Aiguilles  Rouges  (11,975  ft.),  and 
the  lower  end  of  the  Glacier  des 
Ignes,  to  the  beautiful  alp  of  Praz- 
gras. 

d.  The  Couromie  de  Breonna  (10,382 
ft.),  N.  of  the  Col  de  Torrent,  com- 
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mands  a  fine  panoramic  view.  As 
the  ascent  is  somewhat  monotonous, 
this  summit  is  best  taken  on  the 
way  to  Val  d’Anniviers. 

e.  The  Dew/ Rktnc7^e  ( 14,318  ft.),  was 
first  ascended,  1862,  by  Messrs.  T.  S. 
Kennedy  and  Wigram  from  the  Bri- 
colla  Alp,  in  spite  of  driving  mist 
and  snow,  and  a  temp,  of  20  Fahr. 
No  mountain  in  the  Alps  varies 
more  in  difficulty  than  this.  Late 
in  a  fine  season,  when  the  W.  rock 
face  is  bare  of  snow,  it  is  compara¬ 
tively  easy.  When  the  face  is  icy, 
it  is  one  of  the  most  laborious,  for¬ 
midable,  and  dangerous  ascents 
known.  It  is  now  generally  as¬ 
cended  from  the  direction  of  the  Col 
d’Herens  by  the  S.  ridge. 

[For  the  passes  from  Evolena  to 
Zermatt,  Zinal,  and  Val  d’Here- 
mence,  see  also  Rtes.  130  and  132.] 

From  Evolena  it  is  a  walk  along  a 
mule-track  of  about  9  m.  (3  j  hrs.)  to 
the  inn  at  Arolla. 

Looking  back  from  the  path  to 
Hauderes,  the  Diablerets,  and  its 
long  sloping  glacier  of  Zanfleuron, 
are  seen  beyond  the  valley  of  the 
Rhone.  At  Hauderes  (2^  m.), 
where  the  valley  divides,  the  track 
crosses  the  stream  from  the  Ferpecle 
Glacier,  and  rounding  the  foot  of  the 
Pte.  Dent  de  Veisivi^  enters  the  Combe 
d’ Arolla,  crossing  its  stream  to  the 
W.  bank.  A  rapid  ascent  up  the 
fir-woods  brings  the  traveller  to  the 
Chanel  of  St  Barthelemy  (2^  m.),  close 
to  an  enormous  rock,  one  of  many 
which  have  rolled  down  the  moun¬ 
tain  side.  This  is  a  romantic  spot 
— a  turfy  knoll,  surrounded  by  Arolla 
pines,  and  opposite  the  precipices  of 
the  Dents  de  Veisivi  and  Dent  Perroc. 
On  each  side  the  valley  is  shut  in  by 
steep  forest  and  rocks.  Higher  up, 
at  the  chalets  of  Satarma,  it  opens, 
and  here,  to  the  rt.,  are  the  Cascade 
des  Ignes  and  the  Lac  Bleu  (in  patois, 
Gouille  Paif).  The  scene  grows  wilder 
and  the  path  less  distinct  on  the  ap¬ 
proach  to  the  maijcns  and 

Inn  of  Arolla  (6437  ft.).  This 
house  is  the  last  in  the  valley,  and 


close  to  a  waste  of  debris  which  ex¬ 
tends  for  about  |  m.  to  the  Arolla 
Glacier.  The  situation  is  striking. 
The  view,  from  the  inn  door,  of 
Mont  Collon  (11,956  ft.),  filling  up 
the  vista  of  the  Arolla  Glacier 
(L’Eveque,  12,264  fCj  is  just  seen  to 
its  rt.),  is  striking,  though  the  peak 
appears  much  dwarfed.  More  to 
the  rt.  rises  the  snow  dome  of  the 
Pigne  d Arolla  (12,471  ft.),  flanked  on 
either  side  by  massive  precipices  ; 
while  to  the  E.,  immediately  above 
the  hotel,  the  eye  singles  out  from 
the  jagged  ridge  of  the  Grandes 
Dents  which  lines  the  Combe,  a  sharp 
and  slender  point — the  Aiguille  de 
la  Za  (12,051  ft.).  Another  summit 
of  the  same  ridge,  the  Dent  Perroc 
(12,074  ft.),  is  seen  more  to  the  N.  ; 
and  between  the  two  may  be  noticed 
some  gracefully  curved  strata  in  the 
gneiss  rocks.  The  range  of  which  the 
Grandes  Dents  form  part  is  one  of 
the  most  marked  features  of  the  dis¬ 
trict,  separating  the  basin  into 
which  stream  the  various  glaciers  in 
the  glen  from  the  large  snow-field 
which  feeds  the  glaciers  of  Mine  and 
Ferpecle.  It  runs  N.  from  the  Dents 
des  Bouquetins  (12,625  ft.),  on  the 
main  watershed  of  the  Alps,  and  in¬ 
cludes  in  order  the  Dents  De  Bertol, 
Grandes  Dents  (Za  and  Perroc),  and 
Petites  Dents,  or  Dents  de  Veisivi,  which 
form  its  northern  termination. 
While  few  mountain  inns  have  so 
many  glaciers  in  their  immediate 
proximity,  a  pleasing  contrast  to 
rock  and  ice  is  afforded  by  the 
graceful  Arolla  pines,  which  still 
characterise  the  locality  to  which 
they  gave  their  name ;  and  the 
glades  in  the  remains  of  the  forest 
above  the  hotel  offer  beautiful  walks. 

Arolla  has  become  a  favourite 
halting-place,  and  it  is  a  centre  for 
many  excursions  and  glacier  passes. 

Excursions. 

Besides  the  walks,  up  the  lower 
even  portion  of  the  Arolla  Glacier,  to 
the  Pas  de  Chivies,  the  dolomitic 
Mt.  Dolin,  the  Cassiorte,  and  the 
Eoussette,  by  the  beautiful  Praz- 
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gras  Alp  to  the  Lac  Bleu  ;  the  fol¬ 
lowing  excursions  (with  guides,  rope, 
and  eurly  start)  are  recommended  for 
active  men  as  interesting  and  easy 
mountain  excursions,  combining  a 
variety  of  fine  views  : — a.  Ascend  to 
Col  clu  Mt.  Brule,  b.  Ascend  to  ridge  of 
Grandes  Befits.,  by  rte.  to  Aig.  de  la  Za 
(below),  then  along  ridge  to  rt.  to 
the  Pointe  des  Doves  Blanches  ( 1 2,  o 1 5  ft. ) . 
Descend  easy  S.E.  arete  to  head  of 
N.  Glacier  de  Bertol.  c.  Circuit  of  Mi. 
Collon.  From  Col  de  Piece  or  de  la 
Vuignette,  at  the  head  of  the  Pi6ce 
Glacier  (3^  hrs.)  pass  over  snow 
plain  between  Petit  Mt.  Collon  and 
L’Eveque  to  Col  de  I’Eveque,  S.  of 
the  latter.  Descend  slightly  N.  of 
E.  to  Col  de  Collon  (|  hr.  from  Col 
de  I’Eveque). 

Ascents. 

The  Pigne  cVAroUa  (12,471  ft.),  is  to 
be  preferred.  It  is  one  of  the  finest 
l^oints  of  view  in  the  Alj)s,  and  is 
easily  reached  by  2  rtes. 

(1)  By  the  Glacier  de  Piece  (shortest, 
5-5I  hrs.,  best  for  several  reasons 
for  the  ascent).  By  long  sweeping 
moraines,  not  bad  in  ascent,  to 
Glacier  de  Piece.  This  is  much  cre- 
vassed.  Ascend  to  the  ridge  (^3^ 
hrs.)  {Col  de  Pike  or  de  la  Vuignette)  at 
the  head  overlooking  the  snow  plain 
between  the  Vuibez  and  Hautemma 
Glaciers,  over  which  lies  the  Col  de 
Chermontane.  Skirt  S.W.  for  a 
short  way,  and  then  ascend  snow 
slopes  direct  to  the  top  (about  i  j  hr.). 

(2)  By  Glacier  de  Seilon  (about  6|  hrs. 
up,  and  4,  or  less,  down  ;  best  for 
the  descent).  Cross  the  Pas  de  Chevres 
(2^  hrs.),  and  after  a  short  ascent  up 
the  Seilon  Glacier,  turning  1.  up 
loose  rocks  to  the  snow,  a  point  is 
reached  at  the  head  of  the  Glacier  de 
Zigiorenove  (2  hrs.)  [i.  e.  ‘new  chalets’] 
immediately  S.  of  the  Zinareffian 
rocks.  [This  point  may  also  be 
reached  from  the  Arolla  side  by  these 
rocks  ;  but  without  local  guidance 
they  have  been  found  difficult.] 
Above  this  a  slope  of  neve  is  climbed 
S.  towards  the  Col  de  Breney,  and 
then  easy  snow  sloj^es  lead  E.,  and 


finally  N.E.,  to  the  summit.  Here 
the  traveller  not  only  enjoys  a  view 
of  nearly  all  the  great  peaks  round 
Zermatt,  and  to  the  W.  of  it,  but 
finds  himself  in  the  centre  of  3 
snowy  ranges.  He  sees  to  the  S. 
the  long  white  line  of  the  Cogne 
mountains,  to  the  N.  that  of  the 
Oberland  and  its  continuation  E. 
and  W.  Far  to  the  N.  is  the  distant 
blue  of  the  Jura,  and  on  the  shoulder 
of  the  Dent  du  Midi,  like  a  bead,  a 
little  bit  of  the  Lake  of  Geneva. 

An  excellent  view  is  obtained  of 
the  range  separating  the  Hautemma 
Glacier  and  the  Yalpelline,  con¬ 
spicuous  in  which  are  the  Eveque 
(12,264  ft.)  and  the  Bee  de  Blancien 
(12,015  ft.).  The  sea  of  hills  by  the 
lower  ends  of  the  glaciers  of  Hau¬ 
temma  and  Breney  is  peculiarly 
beautiful :  the  dark  pyramid  of  the 
Pte.  d’Hautemma  filling  up  the  gap 
of  the  Col  de  Fenetre  between  the 
Mt.  Avril  (rt.)and  the  Mt.  Gele  (1.), 
marks  the  S.W.  end  of  the  ridge  sepa¬ 
rating  the  2  glaciers,  the  other  end 
being  the  Pigne  itself.  Between  the 
Pigne  and  the  still  higher  Mt  Blanc 
de  Seilon  (12,701  ft.)  lie  the  Cols  de 
Breney  (nearest  and  1.)  and  de  la 
Seypentine.  The  highest  point  of  Monte 
Rosa  is  seen  just  to  1.  of  the  Dt. 
d’Herens,  Mt.  Blanc  to  rt.  of  the  Gr. 
Combin.  ^See  j^anorama  in  Alpine 
Journalj  vol.  viii.) 

The  Mont  Collon  ( 1 1,956  ft. )  is  a  more 
difficult  climb,  made  by  the  N.W. 
or  W.  ridge  above  the  Vuibez  ice-fall, 
or  direct  from  the  Arolla  Glacier. 
The  Eveque  (12,264  ft.)  is  best  reached 
by  its  N.E.  ridge. 

Pointe  de  Vouasson  ( 1 1 , 4 70  ft. ) .  Easy. 
Much  recommended.  (See  above. ) 

Dents  des  Bouquetins  (12,625  ft.  \  the 
highest  of  the  Arolla  mountains. 
Harder  than  Mont  Collon,  but  com¬ 
manding  finer  views.  From  the  Col 
de  Bertol  keep  to  rt.  along  base  of  the 
cliffs,  strike  up  rocks  obliquely  before 
coming  to  Col  des  Bouquetins,  and 
ascend  by  shoulder  coming  down 
from  a  point  on  the  main  ridge  N.  of 
summit.  (i|  hr.  from  the  Col  des 
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Bouquetins.)  It  has  been  done  in 
about  6  hrs.  up  and  5  down. 

Aiguille  cle  la  Za  (12,051  ft.b  Easy, 
except  final  peak  (|  hr.  \  which  re¬ 
quires  a  good  head.  Tlie  best  route 
(safer  than  the  gullies  on  either  side) 
is  to  ascend  directly  above  the  hotel 
to  a  gap  in  Maja  ridge  above  the  Gla¬ 
cier  des  Doves  Blanches.  Skirt  this, 
and  ascend  arete  on  S.  side  to  ridge 
of  Grandes  Dents  S.  of  the  Pointe  des 
Doves  Blanches  (12,015  ft.)  above  the 
arete  :  descend  N.E.  to  neve  at  foot 
of  Aiguille  (under  5  hrs.).  Return  by 
neve  and  N.  branch  of  Bertol  Glacier. 

Mt.  Brule  (11,880  ft.),  worth  a  visit 
for  a  view  of  remarkable  beauty. 
It  is  ascended  from  the  Col  de  Collon, 
and  on  the  E.,  without  much  difli- 
culty,  from  the  South  Col  du  Mont 
Brule. 

The  Aiguilles  Rouges  cVArolla  (high¬ 
est  point  11,975  ft.)  are  said  to  afford 
the  best  climbing  round  Arolla,  and 
have  been  reached  from  the  N.  (best 
route)  E.,  and  S.  :  but  the  Dent  Perroc 
(12,074  ft.)  is  a  long  steep  climb. 
The  Dents  de  Bertol  (11,667  ft.)  are 
easily  gained  from  the  Col  de  Bertol 
by  the  W.  face  or  N.  ridge,  and  being 
thus  very  accessible  are  strongly  re¬ 
commended  to  all  who  do  notventure 
on  one  of  the  more  difficult  climbs 
round  Arolla.  The  view  of  the  Dent 
Blanche  is  amazing.  Either  of  the 
Dents  de  Veisivi  is  accessible  from  the 
direction  of  the  Col  de  Zarmine  ( 10,046 
ft.),  a  gap  between  them  by  which 
the  Ferpecle  Inn  may  be  gained  in 
5  hrs.  from  Arolla. 

Passes. 

To  Zermatt,  see  Rte.  133. 

To  the  Val  de  Bagnes.  a.  By  the  Col 
de  Chermontane,  9  hrs.  from  Arolla  to 
Mauvoisin.  The  Col  (10,119  ft.)  is  a 
plain  of  neve,  between  the  Pigne 
d’ Arolla  and  the  Petit  Mt.  Collon  ( 1 1,631 
ft.\  which  feeds  the  Vuibez  and 
Hautemma  Glaciers,  and  is  easily 
gained  by  way  of  the  Col  de  Piece  or  de 
la  Vuignette  ( see  under  Pigne  d’ Arolla). 
On  the  S.W.,  the  long  incline  of  the 
hevaxiiixxl  Hautemma  Glacier,  about  6  m. 
in  length  by  |  m.  in  breadth,  with  a 


surface  smooth  and  of  unsullied 
whiteness,  appears  to  be  prolonged 
by  the  Glacier  de  F entire,  which  rises 
to  the  Col  de  Fenetre,  between  Mont 
Avril,  N.W.,  and  Mt.  Gele,  S.E.  Its 
E.  ridge  forms  the  Italian  watershed  . 
The  descent  lies  along  the  glacier, 
with  view  of  the  Combin,  and  in  3^ 
hrs.  reaches  the  alp  and  excellent 
new  Club  hut  at  Chanrion  (8071  ft.). 
From  this  point  to  the  little  Inyi  at 
Mauvoisin  is  3  hrs. 

h.  By  the  Col  de  I’Eveque  (11,132  ft.) 
W.  of  TEveque,  a  circuitous  but  very 
interesting  glacier  route,  13  hrs.  to 
Mauvoisin. 

c.  By  the  Col  de  Seilon  and  Col  de 
Getroz.  The  most  direct  way  to  Mau¬ 
voisin,  and  perfectly  easy  (6-6|  hrs.). 
The  path  mounts  to  the  chalets  of 
Arolla,  above  which  the  slopes  end 
in  a  low  precipice  overlooking  the 
Seilon  Glacier  (2k  hrs.).  Down  this 
a  very  narrow  shelving  ledge  forms 
the  Pas  de  Chevres  (9354  ft.).  This 
may  be  avoided  by  crossing  the 
parallel  Col  de  Riedmatten  (9567  ft.), 
just  to  the  N.,  and  with  a  path  by 
which  mules  descend  into  the  Val 
d’Heremence.  The  way  then  lies 
S.W.,  up  the  W.  branch  of  the  Glacier 
de  Seilon,  to  the  Colde  Seilon  (10,663  ft., 
1 1  hr.),  on  the  watershed  between 
the  valleys  of  Bagnes  and  Heremence, 
immediately  N.W.  of  Mont  Blanc  de 
Se«7on  (12,701  ft).  This  peak,  higher 
than  any  of  the  Ai’olla  mountains, 
may  be  easily  ascended  hence  in  2- 
2j  hrs.  [properly  Seilon  — in  patois, 
milkpail,  from  the  alp  below,  said  to 
have  been  once  so  rich  that  every 
cow  filled  her  milkpaiP.  The  level 
neve  of  the  Glacier  de  Getroz  is  then 
traversed  (slightly  N.  of  E.)  to  the 
ridge  called  the  Col  de  Getroz,  just  S.  of 
the  opening  through  which  that  gla¬ 
cier  escapes  in  a  long  and  steep  ice- 
fall.  The  descent  lies  (rather  1. )  over 
steep  shale  and  grass  slopes  to  the 
chalets  of  Getroz,  whence  is  a  path 
1.,  and  then  rt.  below  the  cliffs  to  a 
bridge  a  little  above  Mauvoisin.  The 
ice-fall  (for  the  catastrophe  caused 
by  this  glacier,  see  Rte.  136)  is  seen 
by  a  detoui’. 
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This  pass  and  the  Col  de  Collon 
are  but  little  harder  than  the  Theo- 
dule,  but  both  involve  more  crevasses. 

The  older  route  turned  1.  from  the 
Col  de  Seilon  to  the  Col  du  Mont  Rouge 
(10,962  ft.).  The  view  is  exceedingly 
fine.  The  descent  is  made  to  the 
small  ice-field  of  Lyrerose,  and  then 
due  W.  from  its  lower  portion  to  the 
Getroz  pastures,  traversing  which  to 
the  N.  the  previous  route  is  rejoined 
near  the  chalets.  The  Ruinette  (12, 727 
ft.)  is  best  reached  byitsS.W.  ridge, 
easily  gained  from  the  lower  portion 
of  the  Lyrerose  Glacier. 

d.  By  Col  de  Breney,  or  the  Col  de  la 
Serpentine.  See  Ete.  136. 


ROUTE  132. 


AOSTA  TO  AEOLLA,  BY  THE  VAL- 

PELLINE  AND  COL  DE  COLLON - 

GLACIEE  PASSES  FKOM  THE 
VALPELLINE. 


Hrs. 


Q  L 

if 

3i 

6k 


Aosta." 

Valpelline 

Oyace 

Bionaz 

Prarayen 

Arolla 


This  is  a  fine  expedition  ;  but  the 
walk  to  Prarayen  is  long  and  tedious, 
and  provisions  should  be  taken  for  2 
days,  there  being  no  good  Inns  above 
Valpelline,  where  the  carriage-road 
ends.  The  head  of  the  Valpelline  is 
wild  and  grand,  closed  by  the  fine  ice- 
fall  of  the  Glacier  de  Za-de-zan  and  the 
Dent  d’Herens.  Those  who  cross  from 
Arolla  can  return  to  the  Val  de 
Bagnes  by  the  Col  de  Crete  Seche  or 
the  Col  d’Oren  (sometimes  termed 
de  la  Keuse  de  TArolla),  or  go  to  Zer¬ 
matt  by  the  Col  de  Valpelline. 

Tlie  road  is  same  as  that  to  the 
St.  Bernard  (Ete.  135)  for  a  short 
distance  as  far  as  Variney  ;  it  then 
crosses  the  St.  Bernard  branch  of  the 
river  Buthier  at  a  beautiful  spot,  and 
proceeds  between  fields  to  Valpel- 
hrs. ),  a  village  with  impor- 

[fSicjfe.  II.] 


line  (2 1 


tant  copper  works.  Here  the  mule- 
path  to  the  V.  de  Bagnes  by  the  Col 
de  Fenetre  branches  off  (Ete.  136). 
The  valley  narrows,  and  the  ascent 
becomes  rapid.  Several  hamlets 
shaded  by  walnuts  are  j)assed  before 
reaching  Oyace,  on  a  barrier  of  sye¬ 
nite  (i  hr.  40  min.),  whence  the 
traveller  reaches  Bionaz  (5250  ft.) 
in  1 1  hr.  Here  the  cure  entertains 
travellers. 

[The  Col  de  Crete  Skhe,  9475  ft-?  be¬ 
tween  Mt.  Gele  and  La  Giardonnet,  is 
about  3  hrs.  from  Bionaz  up  the 
Verdecampe  glen,  by  rocks  and  snow- 
slopes.  The  descent  to  the  Hau- 
temma  Glacier  is  by  the  Glacier  de 
Crete  Seche,  which  is  much  crevassed 
(2  hrs.  down  to  Chanrion,  5  to  Mau- 
voisin,  in  the  Val  de  Bagnes).  Mont 
Gele,  11,539  ft.,  can  be  ascended  from 
this  col  by  the  rocks  1.,  the  Glacier 
de  la  Balme,  and  snow  to  the  top.] 

In  3|  hrs.  more  the  Prarayen  cha¬ 
lets  (6539  ft.)  are  reached 
rapid  ascent  from  Aosta).  There  is 
a  good  horse-road.  Here  a  small  Inn 
has  lately  been  opened,  and  is  re¬ 
ported  to  afford  fair  quarters  for  not 
too  exacting  travellers.  It  is  an  ad¬ 
mirable  centre  for  exploring  some  of 
the  least  known  ranges  in  the  Pennine 
Alps,  which  enclose  the  Valpelline. 

From  this  point  the  track  to  the 
Col  de  Collon  lies  up  a  wild  lateral 
valley,  the  Combe  d’Oren.  It  is  nearly 
an  hour’s  walk  to  the  foot  of  the 
moraine.  The  Glacier  de  Collon,  which 
is  at  the  E.E.  side  of  the  valley,  the 
Glacier  and  Col  d’Oren  being  its 
head,  has  retreated  a  good  half  mile 
during  the  last  fifty  years.  There 
are  two  routes  to  the  upper  plateau  ; 
one  over  rocks,  which  is  usually  the 
preferable  course,  the  other  following 
the  bottom  of  the  valley  to  the  foot 
of  the  glacier.  This  having  been 
climbed,  the  traveller  soon  reaches  a 
broad  plain  of  neve,  whence  two  or 
three  long  slopes  lead  to  the  Col, 
(10,270  ft.  above  the  sea).  To  the  1., 
on  a  crest  of  rocks,  is  a  small  iron 
cross,  dated  1754.  The  precipices  of 
L’Eveque  (12,264  ft.)  appear  towards 
the  1.,  with  the  short  snow  slope 
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leading  to  the  Col  de  VEveque,  S.  of 
it,  by  which  the  Hautemma  Glacier 
is  reached. 

The  descent  towards  Arolla  over 
the  Arolla  Glacier  is  easy.  The  broad 
level  snow-field  at  the  head  of  the 
glacier  is  known  by  the  name  of  Za- 
de-Zan  [za  =  the  part  of  an  alp  where 
the  pasturage  is  common].  Further 
down  the  Mont  Collon  (ii,  956  ft.) 
rises  sheer  from  the  ice  in  a  dark 
wall,  which  returns  a  fine  echo. 
Opposite  is  seen  a  grand  feature  of 
the  pass — the  triple  Dents  des  Bou- 
qmtins  (12,625  ft.),  the  highest  of 
the  Arolla  mountains.  The  glacier 
sweeps  boldly  round  the  base  of  Mt. 
Collon,  breaking  in  an  ice-fall,  where 
the  descent  lies  down  the  moraine  or 
ice  on  the  1.  bank.  Opposite  is  the 
grand  ice-fall  of  the  Vuibez  Glacier. 
The  rest  of  the  way  to  the  foot  of  the 
Arolla  Glacier,  |  m.  from  the  Inn  at 
Arolla,  is  a  level  walk  amid  grand 
scenery.  In  front,  over  the  Arolla 
pastures,  appear  the  pointed  Aiguilles 
Rouges  (11,975  ft.)-  ^  favourable 

state  of  the  snow  it  takes  4  hrs.  to 
ascend  from  Prarayen  or  Arolla,  2^ 
hrs.  to  descend — total  6|  hrs. 

The  S.  Col  du  Mont  Bride  is  an  alter¬ 
native  but  little-used  route  to  Pra¬ 
rayen.  The  pass  lies  to  the  S.  of  the 
Mt.  Brule,  and  reaches  the  Za-de-zan 
Gl.  below  its  great  ice-fall. 

From  the  head  of  the  Valpelline 
many  passes  lead  to  the  adjoining 
Viilleys.  Several  passes  ci’oss  into 
the  unfrequented  Val  de  St.  Bar- 
thelemy.  The  easiest  is  the  Col  de 
Vessona  (8600  ft,),  by  which  the  vil¬ 
lage  of  St.  Barthelemy  2  hrs.  from 
Nus  in  Val  d’Aosta,  is  reached  in  5 
hrs.  from  Oyace.  Mountaineers  will 
prefer  the  Col  de  Luseney  passing  to  the 
W.  of  the  beautiful  Bee  de  Luseney 
(i  1,503 ft.)  which canheclimbed from 
the  pass  and  commands  a  noble  view. 
To  the  same  valley  lead  the  Col  de 
Montagnaia  from  Puillaye,  and  the 
Col  de  Livournea  from  Nouva,  2  ham¬ 
lets  in  the  Valpelline  ’ToValtour- 
nanche  the  Col  de  Val  Cournere  (Rte. 
128)  from  Prarayen. 

The  Col  d’Oren  (sometimes  called 


de  la  Reuse  de  V Arolla,  10,637  ft.)  is  a 
fine,  easy  and  short  ice-pass  from 
Prarayen  to  the  Val  de  Bagnes.  The 
ascent  lies  through  the  Combe  d’Oren 
to  the  W,  of  the  Collon  route.  The 
final  rocks  are  steep.  The  descent  of 
the  Hautemma  Glacier  is  easy.  8  hrs. 
to  Chanrion,  or  less  to  Arolla  by  the 
Col  de  la  Vuignette, 

The  Col  de  Valpelline,  a  most  useful 
and  magnificent  pass,  discovered  by 
Mr.  Jacomb  in  i860,  leads  from  Prara¬ 
yen  to  Zermatt  in  10  hrs,  (5  up,  5 
down.)  The  ascent  lies  up  the  Za- 
de-zan  Glacier  SiB  far  as  the  ice-fall,  and 
then  ISr.E.  by  rocks  and  a  couloir  to 
the  neve.  The  Col  (11,687  ft.)  lies 
just  S,  of  the  Tete  Blanche  (12,304  ft.), 
which  Mr.  Jacomb  ascended  by  the 
way  in  i  hr.  [Bearing  to  the  1.  a 
traveller  can  cross  the  Col  des  Bou- 
quetins  to  Evolena,  over  the  ridge 
connecting  the  Tete  Blanche  with 
the  Bents  des  Bouquetins,  and 
by  the  Ferpecle  Glacier  ;  or  can 
pass  to  Arolla  by  one  of  the  Cols  du 
Mont  Brule.]  The  descent  to  the 
Zmutt  Glacier  is  by  a  slope  of  neve, 
the  rte.  joining  that  of  the  Col 
d’Herens  a  little  above  the  Stockje. 

The  Dent  d’Herens  (13,715  ft.)  was 
first  climbed  1863  by  an  English 
party,  by  the  Za-de-zan  Glacier  and 
S.W.  arete.  It  is  not  a  very  easy 
expedition. 


ROUTE  133. 

EVOLENA  OR  AROLLA  TO  ZERMATT. 

GLACIER  PASSES. 

a.  The  Col  d’H6rens  is  a  grand 
pass,  over  one  of  the  noblest  glaciers 
in  the  Alps,  and  with  a  near  and  com¬ 
manding  view  of  the  Matterhorn. 
Principal  Forbes  crossed  this  pass  in 
1842.  At  that  time  it  was  little 
known,  although  tradition  and  early 
writers  point  to  a  time  when  it  had 
been  commonly  used.  For  its  full 
enjoyment  14  or  16  hrs.  should  be 
allowed,  although  the  actual  walk¬ 
ing,  when  the  snow  is  in  good  order, 
can  be  done  in  ii,  or  even  less.  The 
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journey  may  be  shortened  by  sleep¬ 
ing  at  the  new  lyin  at  the  foot  of  the 
FerpScle  Glacier,  or  at  the  Stockjehut 
when  rebuilt. 

A  steep  track,  skirting  precipices, 
leads  from  the  foot  of  the  glacier  to 
the  chalets  of  Bricolla,  about  3^  hrs. 
from  Evolena.  They  are  situated  on 
a  grassy  shelf,  several  hundred  feet 
above  the  glacier,  and  command  a 
splendid  view  of  the  glittering  snow- 
fields,  of  the  jagged  line  of  the  Dents 
de  Bertol  and  Grandes  Dents,  and  of 
the  Mt.  Mine  ridge,  which  extends 
to  the  Tete  Blanche.  From  this 
point  the  traveller  passes  over  heaps 
of  debris  for  about  i  hr.,  and  then 
across  the  lateral  moraine  to  the 
glacier,  which  here  breaks  over  a 
rock  called  the  Moita  Eofta.  This  at 
first  is  steep,  but  the  upper  snow- 
fields,  under  ordinary  circumstances, 
present  no  difficulty,  rising  eastward 
in  gentle  slopes  to  an  undulating 
line  thrown  out  against  the  sky. 
This  is  part  of  a  vast  snow  plateau 
falling  from  the  shoulders  of  the 
Tete  Blanche,  and  lying  between  the 
ridges  which  culminate  respectively 
in  the  Dents  des  Bouquetins  and 
the  Dent  Blanche.  Passes  lead  from 
it  in  all  directions,  and  it  is  notori¬ 
ously  perplexing  in  a  mist  :  in  bad 
weather  one  pass  has  been  mistaken 
for  another,  and  a  night  has  even 
been  passed  on  it  in  a  snow-hut  made 
by  the  guide.  The  level  of  the  Zmutt 
Glacier  is  considerably  lower  than 
that  of  the  Ferpecle,  and  from  the 
snowy  rim  drop  the  precipices  of  the 
Wandfluh,  which  are  so  well  seen 
from  the  Eiffel,  and  form  a  ridge  con¬ 
necting  the  Dent  Blanche  with  the 
Tete  Blanche.  The  Col  (11,418  ft.) 
lies  towards  its  S.W.  end,  under  the 
Tete  Blanche  (12,304  ft.).  To  the  N. 
is  the  Dent  Blanche  ;  to  the  S.E.  the 
Dent  d’Herens  ;  but  the  grandest  fea¬ 
ture  of  the  pass  is  the  Matterhorn.  It 
is  barely  4  m.  distant,  and  its  long 
northern  precipices  and  W.  arete  are 
seen  in  profile.  To  gain  a  more  ex¬ 
tensive  prospect,  a  traveller  may 
ascend,  in  about  i  hr.,  the  TUe Blanche, 
on  the  rt.,  a  grand  point  of  view,  and 


one  of  the  most  easily  accessible 
peaks  in  the  Alps. 

The  descent  from  the  col  down  a 
curtain  of  snow  and  black  rocks,  with 
often  a  bergschrund  at  the  bottom, 
though  steep,  is  not  generally  found 
difficult.  Below  it  the  Zmutt  Glacier 
is  considerably  broken.  Taking  a 
wide  sweep  to  avoid  the  crevasses, 
the  track  descends  to  the  Siockje,  a 
projecting  island  of  rock,  connected 
by  a  ridge  with  the  Dent  d’Hffiens, 
and  thus  holding  up  this  upper  gla¬ 
cier.  The  way  lies  down  the  rocks, 
which  are  easy,  and,  for  the  most 
part,  slopes  of  shale.  A  substantial 
two-roomed  hut  has  been  built  on 
them  by  the  Swiss  Alpine  Club 
hr.),  recently  destroyed  by  an  ava¬ 
lanche,  but  to  be  re-built.  Below  the 
Stockje  the  Zmutt  Glacier  begins  to 
don  that  coat  of  moraine  which  so 
completely  disguises  it  lower  down. 
‘  The  stones,  ’  says  Forbes,  ‘  come  from 
many  quarters,  and  with  a  prodigious 
volume.’  Those  from  the  Stockje  are 
of  a  deep  red  colour.  The  traveller 
keeps  to  the  glacier  until  the  Matter¬ 
horn  Glacier  is  left  well  behind. 
Then  quitting  the  now  disagreeable 
ground  for  the  rt.  bank  he  soon 
reaches  the  pine-woods  and  descends 
through  the  beautiful  valley  of 
Zmutt,  in  about  3  hrs.,  to 
Zermatt  (Rte.  128). 
h.  Col  de  Bertol,  the  ordinary 
pass  from  Arolla.  The  ascent  lies 
up  the  glacier  to  a  point  a  short  way 
past  the  gorge  of  the  Bertol  torrent, 
and  then,  by  a  short  scramble  up 
steep  shale  and  grass,  more  level 
ground  is  reached  near  the  Plan  de 
Bertol.  The  S.  branch  of  the  glacier 
is  ascended  to  the  Col  (ii,2co  ft.), 
between  two  low  summits  in  the 
range  between  the  Aiguille  de  la  Za 
(12,051  ft.),  and  the  Denis  de  Bertol 
(11,667  ft.),  the  latter  accessible  from 
the  col  in  2  hrs.  The  pass  is  reached 
in  3^-4  hrs.  from  Arolla.  The  Col 
d’Herens  is  not  visible,  lying  just  to 
the  1.  of  the  Matterhorn.  From  this 
col,  to  the  rt.  at  first,  in  2-2}  hrs. 
over  the  above-described  plateau,  the 
Col  d’Herens  is  reached.  Time  (easy). 
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about  io|  hrs.,  but  the  pass  may  be 
done  in  less. 

The  Col  d’Herens  may  be  avoided 
by  passing  nearer  the  Tete  Blanche, 
Descent  by  a  snow  slope  to  the  route 
from  the  Col  de  Yalpelline. 

c,  N.  Col  du  Mont  Brule.  This  line 
and  useful  pass,  giving  greater  va¬ 
riety  of  views,  takes  12  or  13  hrs. 
The  ascent  lies  up  the  glacier  of 
Arolla,  and  then  1.  over  the  large 
snow-field  called  Za  de  Zan.  In  6 
hrs.  the  N,  Col  du  Mont  Brule  (10,400 
ft. )  is  reached.  [Separated  from  this 
pass  by  a  minor  summit  is  the  S.  Col 
du  Mont  Brule,  approached  by  the 
above  route  from  Arolla,  but  most 
convenient  for  a  traveller  going  to 
Prarayen,]  It  commands  magnificent 
views.  The  way  then  turns  to  the 
N.E,,  and  falls  into  the  route  of  the 
Col  de  Valpelline,  near  the  top  of 
that  pass. 

This  pass  is  also  connected  with 
the  Hautemma  Glacier  by  the  Col  de 
VEveque  (11,136  ft.),  S.  of  L’Eveque, 
reached  from  the  Col  de  Collon  or 
after  crossing  the  N.  Col  du  Mont 
Brule,  There  is  thus  a  direct  passage 
from  Zermatt  to  Chermontane  over 
nearly  continuous  and  undulating 
snow-fields,  and  it  may  be  made 
almost  in  ignorance  that  4  separate 
watersheds  are  traversed. 

Other  ways  have  been  forced  across 
the  glaciers,  but  these  seem  the 
preferable  routes. 

d.  Col  de  Collon  from  Evolena  to 
Aosta  (Rte.  132). 


ROUTE  134. 

TURIN  TO  AOSTA  AND  COUR¬ 
MAYEUR,  BY  IVREA - THE  VAL 

d’aosta. 


Enj.  m. 

Turin 

18  . 

Chiyasso 

38|  I 

1  Ivrea 

49  >  Rail  < 

Pont  St.  Martin 

64!  \  1 

1  Chatillon 

80]  ' 

^  Aosta 

IOl| 

Courmayeur 

Railway  from  Turin  to  Aosta,  to 
be  continued  to  Courmayeur,  3  trains 
to  Aosta  daily  in  4|-4|  hrs.  Dili¬ 
gence  thence  to  Courmayeur  3  times 
daily  in  correspondence,  in  5  hrs. 

At(i8m.)  Chivasso  Junet.  Stat., 
a  town  of  993oInhab.,  the  main  line 
from  Turin  to  Novara  is  left,  and  a 
branch  goes  to 

38|  m,  I vrea  Stat.  is  a  large  wal¬ 
led  city  of  I  o,  4 1 3lnhab.at  the  entrance 
of  the  Val  d’ Aosta,  The  approach 
to  it  is  picturesque,  across  the  deep 
bed  of  the  Doire,  which  flows  below 
the  Porte  de  Turin.  Here  large  mar¬ 
kets  are  held,  to  which  cheese  and 
other  pastoral  produce  of  the  Alps 
are  brought.  The  town  was  a  depot 
for  the  iron  formerly  obtained  near 
Cogne,  and  from  other  mines  worked 
in  the  valley.  It  has  some  small 
cotton-works. 

There  is  an  interesting  14th  cent. 
castle,  degraded  into  a  prison,  and 
disfigured  with  modern  windows, 
&c.  The  battlements  and  machicola¬ 
tions  of  two  of  its  towers  remain. 
These,  and  the  walls,  from  many 
points  of  view,  furnish  good  ma¬ 
terials  for  the  sketch-book.  The 
small  isolated  hills  scattered  along 
the  sides  of  the  stream,  and  often 
crowned  by  some  fragment  of  a  wall 
of  a  feudal  castle,  are  pretty  features 
of  a  wooded  landscape  which  has  the 
Alps  for  background.  It  is  of  great 
antiquity,  and  mentioned  by  many 
ancient  authors  under  the  name  of 
Eporedia.  Strabo  says  that  when  the 
brave  peojAe  of  the  Yal  d’ Aosta  were 
subdued,  the  unfortunate  Salassi, 
made  prisoners  by  Terentius  Yarro, 
were  here  sold  as  slaves  by  public 
auction  to  the  number  of  36,000,  It 
has  been  a  bishop’s  see  since  the  7th 
cent.  The  Marquis  of  Ivrea  was  in 
the  Middle  Ages  a  powerful  poten¬ 
tate,  his  dominions  passing  in  the 
14th  cent,  to  his  neighbours  the 
Counts  of  Savoy,  who  held  the  valley 
of  Aosta  as  early  as  the  nth  cent, 
[W.  of  Ivrea  is  the  opening  of  Val 
Chiusella,  a  picturesque  valley  Avith 
ravines  and  waterfalls.  There  is  a 
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carriage-road  as  far  as  (20  m.)  Traver- 
sella  (poor  l?ms),  whence  passes  lead 
over  the  mountains  to  Val  de  Chain- 
porcher. 

E.  lie  the  hospice  of  Graglia  (3 
hrs.),  and  Biella  (3^  hrs.).] 

The  V al  d’ Aosta  is  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  valleys  in  the  Alps.  Yet 
between  Ivrea  and  Courmayeur  it 
has  but  few  tolerable  Hotels  save  at  St. 
Vincent,  Chatillon,  and  Aosta.  The 
language  of  the  valley  is  a  Romance 
patois,  as  it  has  always  been  part  of 
Burgundy  across  the  Alps,  and  not 
of  Piedmont.  The  best  handbook 
to  the  valley  and  its  side  glens  is, 
for  all  historical  and  architectural 
matters,  Ratti  and  Casanova’s  Guida 
lllustrata  della  Valle  d’Aosta  (2nd 
edition,  1889),  but  Gorret  and  Bich’s 
Guide  de  la  Vallee  d'Aoste  (1876), 
though  requiring  to  be  used  with 
caution,  is  still  valuable  for  details 
as  to  the  higher  mountain  excur¬ 
sions.  For  some  of  the  lateral 
valleys,  Yaccarone  and  Nigra’s  Guida 
Itinerario  per  le  Valli  dell’  Oreo,  di  Soana, 
edi  Chiusella  or  vol  ii.  parti, 

of  Martelli  and  Yaccarone’s  very  full 
and  excellent  Guidadelle  Alpi  Occidentali 
(1889),  will  supply  all  requisite  in¬ 
formation. 

The  railway  runs  generally  near 
the  carriage-road,  with  stations  at 
all  the  principal  villages.  The  line 
passes  through  a  long  tunnel  on 
leaving  Ivrea,  and  crosses  the  Doire 
twice  before  reaching  Pont  St.  Mar¬ 
tin. 

On  leaving  Ivrea  on  the  rt.  is  a 
vast  ridge  of  alluvium,  the  Monte 
Buono,  which  stretches  into  the 
plains.  The  road  ascends  on  the 
left  bank  of  the  Doire,  passes  below 
the  15th  cent.  Castle  of  Montalto,  well 
preserved  and  picturesque  in  form, 
and  continues  through  the  rich 
broad  valley  of  the  Doire — broad 
enough  to  constitute  a  part  of  the 
plain,  for  at  (45!  m.)  Settimo  Vit- 
tone,  the  ascent  has  been  so  gradual 
as  scarcely  to  have  been  perceived. 
Nor  is  it,  in  fact,  until  the  traveller 
reaches 

49  m.  Pont  St.  Martin  Stat. 


that  he  may  be  said  to  have  entered 
this  valley  of  the  Alps.  Here  the 
Burgundian  dialect  gives  place  to 
Piedmontese. 

The  situation  of  Pont  St.  Martin, 
at  the  entrance  of  the  Yal  de  Lys, 
which  runs  up  to  Gressoney  at  the 
foot  of  the  glaciers  of  the  Lyskamm 
and  Monte  Rosa  (Rte.  123),  is  strik¬ 
ingly  fine. 

The  lofty  arch  spanning  the  Lys 
(about  20  yards  higher  than  the  new 
bridge)  is  one  of  the  finest  Roman 
works  of  its  class  in  the  valley  :  it 
now  gives  access  to  the  Yal  de  Lys, 
the  road  to  Aosta  being  carried  over 
a  modern  bridge.  Above  St.  Martin 
are  ruins  of  a  large  Castle. 

After  crossing  the  Lys,  at  a  short 
distance  from  its  confluence  with 
the  Doire,  the  line  reaches 

5o|  m.  Donnaz  Stat.,  where  a 
Roman  work  —  a  pierced  rock — is 
passed  through  by  the  carr.-road, 
and  near  it  is  a  Roman  milestone 
cut  in  the  rock,  noting  xxxvi.  MP. 
A  tolerable  wine  is  grown  here. 

From  Donnaz  the  road  mounts 
high  above  the  Doire  (railway  passes 
through  tunnels)  to 

52I  m.  Port  Bard  Stat.,  cele¬ 
brated  for  the  check  of  8  days  which 
it  gave  to  the  advance  of  the  French 
army  under  Buonaparte  in  1800.  At 
that  time  the  road  ran  through  the 
town  under  the  fort.  It  was  garri¬ 
soned  by  only  400  Austrians,  yet 
such  was  the  strength  of  the  position 
that  Buonaparte  almost  despaired  of 
carrying  it,  and  a  few  days  more 
must  have  starved  his  army  into  a 
retreat.  But  this  was  averted  by  a 
skilful  manoeuvre.  By  placing  a 
gun  above  the  precipices  of  the  Mont 
Albaredo,  the  French  checked  the 
battery  which  covered  the  approach 
to  the  town,  and  the  army  passed 
by  night,  dragging  their  cannon 
through  the  street  laid  with  straw 
to  prevent  the  noise  alarming  the 
garrison.  Another  gun  was  then 
raised  to  a  belfry  which  commanded 
the  gate  of  the  fort ;  and  the  Aus¬ 
trians,  fearing  an  assault,  surren- 
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dered.  Upon  such  slight  occurrences 
the  fate  of  Europe  turned.  As  the 
French  army  would  have  devoured 
all  the  supply  of  the  Val  d’ Aosta  in 
a  few  days,  it  must  have  retreated, 
and  the  battle  of  Marengo,  one  of 
the  most  brilliant  events  in  French 
history,  would  not  have  occurred. 
The  fort  has  been  greatly  strength¬ 
ened,  and  is  now  considered  impreg¬ 
nable.  The  modern  road  goes  round 
the  rock,  avoiding  the  steep  and 
narrow  street  of  Bard. 

[L.  opens  out  the  valley  of 
Champorcher,  through  which  a  path 
leads,  by  the  village  of  Pont 
Bozet,  to  Champorcher,  in  5| 
hrs.,  and  thence  by  the  Col  de  Santa- 
nel  or  the  Colie  della  Reale,  and  the 
Val  Soana  to  Ponte  in  Val  d’Orco  in 
8  more  (^Kte.  146).  From  the  chapel 
of  Notre  Dame  de  la  Neige,  at  the  head 
of  the  Champorcher  valley,  there  is 
a  path  by  the  FenUre  de  Champorcher 
(Rte.  146')  direct  to  Cogne,  10  hrs. 
from  Fort  Bard.] 

The  view  looking  back  upon  this 
fortress  is  a  perfect  picture,  not  to 
be  surpassed  in  its  kind. 

Above  Bard  the  main  valley  is 
narrow,  and  offers  little  variety  in 
ascending  by  the  deep  and  rapid 
course  of  the  Doire  to 

56 1  m.  VerrSs  Stat.,  situated 
at  the  entrance  to  the  Val  Challant, 
up  which  a  char-road  (unfinished) 
leads  towards  Brusson  and  the  Val 
d’Ayas  (Rte.  125).  * 

The  large  square  keep  of  the  14th 
cent.  Castle  overhangs  the  Val  Chal- 
lant.  It  is  a  picturesque  object  from 
below,  and  the  view  from  it  is  worth 
a  scramble.  There  is  an  Augustinian 
convent  (founded  in  the  loth  cent.). 
A  short  walk  from  the  village  is  the 
fine  15th  cent,  castle  of  Issogne,  re¬ 
stored  by  its  present  owner.  It  is 
well  worth  a  visit,  as  it  is  the  most 
important  in  the  whole  valley. 

Above  Verres  the  valley  widens, 
and  the  little  plain  of  the  Doire 
covered  with  sand  and  stone  shows 
the  occasional  violence  of  the  tor¬ 
rent. 


Beyond  Verrbs  the  road  enters  a 
remarkable  scene — a  deep  ravine, 
through  which  the  Doire  has 
wormed  a  way,  or  found  in  such  a 
gulf  its  natural  channel.  The  road 
ascends  steeply  1.  of  the  river,  and 
is  cut  out  of  the  rock  (rly.  through 
many  tunnels),  in  some  places  over¬ 
hanging  the  foaming  torrent.  Above 
it  are  the  ruins  of  the  Castle  of 
St.  Germain,  or  Mont  Jovet,  placed  so 
as  to  command  the  pass.  Here  is  a 
fine  iron  railway  bridge. 

This  road — called  the  pass  of  Mont 
Jovet — was  made  by  the  Romans 
originally,  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  in  1771, 
constructing  a  new  and  even  better 
one.  The  wine  in  its  neighbourhood 
is  celebrated.  From  the  head  of  the 
pass  the  view  down  the  valley  is 
very  striking.  Towards  the  W.  the 
finest  part  of  the  Val  d’ Aosta  extends 
to  the  Cite,  as  Aosta  is  called. 

Before  arriving  at  St.  Vincent,  a 
singular  bridge  over  the  ravine  is 
seen  1.  It  is  called  the  Pont  des 
Sarrasins,  and  by  antiquaries  is  re¬ 
cognised  as  a  Roman  work.  From  its 
parapet  one  of  the  most  beautiful 
scenes  in  the  valley  is  presented  on 
looking  towards  ChMillon,  including 
among  its  objects  the  Chateau 
d’Ussel  and  other  ruins.  Not  far 
from  this  bridge  is  the  village  of 

m.  St.  Vincent  Stat.  Here 
is  a  Bath-house,  supplied  from  a  mi¬ 
neral  spring  in  the  chestnut  forest 
above,  on  the  path  to  the  Col  de 
Jon,  Brusson,  and  Gressoney.  Not  far 
distant  is  the  dirty  but  beautifully 
situated  town  of 

64I  m.  Chatillon  Stat.  (1808  ft.). 
The  bridge  (built  1766)  over  which 
the  high  road  passes  is  a  fine  single 
arch,  thrown  across  a  deep  gulf. 
From  it  are  seen,  further  down  the 
torrent,  the  remains  of  a  Roman 
bridge,  also  a  single,  and  still  an  en-* 
tire,  arch  ;  and  immediately  over  it 
another  bridge,  now  superseded. 

In  the  depth  of  the  gulf,  and  a 
little  up  the  stream,  are  forges, 
strangely  placed  there,  for  the  sake 
of  the  water-power  in  working  the 
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tilts ;  a  wild  path  leads  down  to 
them,  and  the  view  of  the  bridges 
from  the  bottom  of  the  ravine  forms 
a  striking  scene. 

In  the  15th  cent,  castle  of  the 
Challant  family  (which,  on  its  ex¬ 
tinction  in  1802,  passed  into  the 
hands  of  the  Counts  Passerin)  is  a 
very  rich  library,  including  a  mag¬ 
nificent  illuminated  missal  executed 
in  1470, 

[Here  is  the  opening  of  the  Val 
Tournanche  and  the  road  to  the  Col 
St,  Theodule  (Rte,  128),] 

To  see  Chatillon  and  the  beauties 
of  its  valley  to  advantage,  a  stranger 
should  walk  to  a  plateau  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  Doire,  where  the 
mins  of  Chateau  cl’Ussel  (14th  cent,  ) 
ri.se  in  the  foreground. 

Above  Chatillon  the  same  rich 
scenery  prevails,  interrupted  here 
and  there  by  traces  of  destruction, 
caused  by  torrents  at  times, 

67I  m,  Chambave  Stat,,  celebra¬ 
ted  for  its  wine,  one  of  the  richest 
in  Piedmont,  The  vineyards  of  the 
Val  d’ Aosta  have  a  great  reputation, 
and  are  cultivated  on  the  mountains 
to  an  elevation  of  3000  ft,  above  the 
sea.  Hemp,  Indian  corn,  and  fruit- 
trees  fill  the  valley  like  a  garden, 

72  m,  Nus  Stat.,  a  poor  village 
with  the  ruins  of  a  chateau.  At  the 
entrance  of  the  Val  S.  Barthelemy  is 
the  picturesque  14th  cent,  castle  of 
Fenis. 

[Several  passes  lead  from  the  Val 
S.  Barthelemy  to  the  Valpelline.  The 
least  difficult  is  the  Col  cle  Vesso7ia  to 
Oyace  (Rte.  132).  An  easy  pass, 
called  the  Fenetre  de  St.  Barthelemy, 
goes  from  the  village  of  the  same 
name  to  Antey  in  Valtournanche. 
There  is  no  Inn  at  S.  Barthelemy, 
but  the  cure  will  receive  strangers.] 

Near  (73^  m.)  St.  Marcel  are 
copper-mines,  and  the  remarkable 
.  Fontaine  Bleue,  impregnated  with 
copper. 

On  the  approach  to  Aosta,  above 
the  (75  m.)  Quart- Villefranche 
Stat.,  the  12th  cent,  castle  of  Quart 
is  seen  high  on  the  mountain  side  ; 


a  path  leads  to  it  from  near  Ville¬ 
franche,  and  down  on  the  other  side 
to  Aosta,  so  that  a  visit  requires  no 
retracing  of  steps,  and  beautiful 
scenes  are  presented  on  the  ascent 
and  at  the  chateau.  5  m.  further 
up  the  valley  is 

80]:  m,  Aosta  Terminus  (1913 
ft.),  acityof7376Inhab, ;  of  small  im¬ 
portance  in  trade,  wealth,  or  popu¬ 
lation,  but  attractive  to  a  stranger. 
Its  situation  is  most  striking,  in 
a  deep,  rich  valley,  surrounded  by 
lofty  and  snow-capped  mountains, 
which  look  down  into  its  sc{uares 
and  streets.  It  stands  at  the  foot 
of  the  Great  St.  Bernard,  on  the 
junction  of  the  Buthier  with  the 
Doire.  N,  the  snows  of  the  Grand 
Combin,  and  W.  those  of  the  Ru- 
tor  close  the  view.  On  the  S.  the 
crags  of  Mont  Emilius  and  the  Becca 
di  Nona  tower  with  startling  abrupt¬ 
ness  above  the  valley,  Aosta,  the 
Augusta  Praetoria  of  the  Roman 
Itineraries,  claims  a  high  antiquity. 
It  was  the  chief  city  of  the  Salassi, 
but  its  history  earlier  than  its  con¬ 
quest  by  Terentius  Varro,  a  general 
of  Augustus,  is  not  to  be  relied  on. 
The  Romans  captured  it  24  b.  c.,  and 
reduced  its  inhabitants  to  subjection. 
Augustus  rebuilt  the  city,  gave  it 
his  own  name,  and  a  garrison  of 
3000  soldiers.  The  remains  of  large 
public  buildings  (theatre,  amj^lii- 
theatre,  &c.)  attest  its  importance 
at  that  time,  and  though  much  in¬ 
ferior  in  beauty  and  extent  to  many 
in  the  S.  of  France,  they  will  be 
viewed  with  interest. 

In  the  main  street  at  the  E.  en¬ 
trance  of  the  town  is  a  Triumphal 
Arch,  in  tolerable  preservation, 
decorated  with  10  Corinthian  pillars, 
disfigured  by  a  modern  roof.  It  was 
erected  in  honour  of  Augustus,  and 
is  one  of  the  finest  of  the  remains. 

About  200  yds.  to  the  E.  of  the 
arch,  in  a  narrow  street,  is  a  Roman 
bridge,  which  once  spanned  the 
Buthier,  though  now  100  yds.  E.  of 
it.  It  is  buried  to  a  considerable 
depth  by  soil.  A  conduit  of  water 
runs  under  it,  and  by  its  side  a 
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path  ;  so  that  you  can  walk  under 
the  arch,  which  is  a  fine  piece  of 
masonry.  In  the  convent-garden 
of  St.  Joseph  are  the  ruins  of  a 
Basilica  or  Praetorian  palace, 
towers,  walls,  and  fragments  of  un¬ 
known  former  appropriation,  now 
serving  only  to  perplex  antiquaries. 
The  plan  of  Aosta,  like  that  of  other 
Roman  cities,  was  a  square,  and  the 
chief  streets  crossed  in  the  centre. 
The  triumphal  arch  stood  outside 
the  town,  in  front  of  the  chief  gate¬ 
way.  This,  the  ancient  Porta  Prae- 
toria,  now  called  Porte  de  la 
Trinite,  is  still  in  good  preserva¬ 
tion,  though  much  of  the  casing  of 
hewn  stone  has  been  removed.  It 
has  two  fa9ades,  with  a  quadrangle, 
each  fayade  composed  of  three 
arches — that  in  the  centre  being 
much  the  largest. 

The  Boman  walls,  flanked  with 
mediaeval  towers,  are  most  acces¬ 
sible,  and  in  best  preservation  on  the 
S.  side  of  the  town. 

^  The  district  is,  and  always  has 
been,  a  piece  of  G-aul  on  the  Italian 

side  of  the  Alps . an  outpost  of 

Gaul  within  the  bounds  of  Italy.  .  . 
It  always  showed  a  tendency  to  at¬ 
tach  itself  to  the  master  of  Burgundy 
rather  than  to  the  master  of  Italy. 

.  .  .  It  belongs,  in  fact,  to  the  same 
group  of  lands  as  Maurienne  [Taren- 
taise],  Vaud,  Bresse,  the  Lower 
Valais,  and  the  other  dominions  of 
the  House  of  Savoy  .  .  .  Since  the 
first  rise  of  the  Savoyard  power  in  the 
iith  cent.,  Aosta  has  always  been  a 
cherished  possession  of  the  dynasty, 
and  it  still  remains  the  last  frag¬ 
ment  of  their  once  great  Burgundian 
dominion  on  both  sides  of  the  Alps, 
on  both  sides  of  the  Leman  Lake.  .  . 
We  thus  see  why  the  speech  of  the 
vale  of  Aosta  is  not  an  Italian,  but  a 
Gaulish  tongue.  The  old  allegiance 
of  the  land  was  due  not  to  the  crown 
of  Monza,  but  to  the  crown  of  Arles. 

.  .  .  And  what  is  true  of  language  is 
equally  true  of  architecture.  There 
is  not  a  trace  of  Italian  work  in  the 
buildings  of  Aosta,  save  only  the 
towers  with  open  arcades  at  the  top. 


which  are  seen  in  some  of  the  greater 
houses.  Otherwise  every  feature  is 
Burgundian.  The  doors  and  win¬ 
dows  of  houses  and  churches  are 
such  as  are  nowhere  seen  in  Italy, 
but  such  as  may  be  found  anywhere 
from  Dijon  to  Constance.  Indeed, 
to  an  eye  long  accustomed  to  Italian 
forms,  it  is  a  relief  to  see  real  mul- 
lions  and  mouldings.  .  .  There  is 
nothing  that  can  be  called  street 
architecture.  And  the  military 
works  of  mediaeval  times  consist 
only  of  the  round  towers  added  to 
the  Roman  walls,  picturesque,  but 
nothing  more.’ — Freeman. 

Of  these  the  most  remarkable  are 
the  Tour  de  Bramafam  and  Tour 
du  L^preux.  The  latter  is  the 
scene  of  Xavier  de  Maistre’s  well- 
known  tale,  a  real  story,  as  the  un¬ 
fortunate  man  was  secluded  there 
from  1773  to  his  death  in  1803,  his 
sister  predeceasing  him  in  1791. 

Aosta  has  been  a  bishop’s  see 
since  the  4th  cent. ;  St.  Grat  ( bishop 
452-470)  is  the  patron  of  the  diocese. 
On  the  N.  of  the  main  street  is  the 
Cathedral  Church  (SS.  Grat  and 
Jucundus),  with  its  twin  Roman¬ 
esque  towers.  The  woodwork  of  the 
stalls  in  the  choir  is  of  the  end  of 
the  15th  cent.  See  in  the  Choir  the 
very  remarkable  14th  or  15  th 
cent,  mosaics  (wrongly  described  as 
Roman),  the  monuments  of  Count 
Thomas  of  Savoy  (d.  1259),  and  of 
three  bishops  ;  and  in  the  Sacristy 
antique  plate,  shrines,  a  diptych  of 
the  5th  cent.,  a  14th  cent.  Pontifical, 
and  a  15th  cent,  missal.  On  the  N. 
side  of  the  ch.  is  a  Romanesque 
cloister,  built  in  1460. 

E.  of  the  Cathedral  is  the  interest¬ 
ing  collegiate  Ch.  of  St.  Ours,  with 
a  picturesque  campanile  of  the  13th 
cent.,  an  old  crypt  under  the  choir, 
and  fine  carved  stalls  of  1500.  On 
the  S.  side  of  the  ch.  is  another  i2t}i 
cent.  Romanesque  cloister  of  singu¬ 
lar  beauty  and  curiosity ;  the  car¬ 
ving  of  the  capitals  is  remarkable. 
Close  by  is  the  15th  cent.  Priory 
(where  the  priors  of  St.  Ours  former¬ 
ly  dwelt),  an  elegant  edifice  in  orna- 
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mented  brick  with  an  octagonal 
tower.  The  interior  contains  frescoes 
and  wood  carvings. 

Aosta  has  been  much  improved 
since  1854,  the  chief  square  is  en¬ 
larged,  and  there  are  many  new  and 
handsome  buildings.  In  the  Hotel 
de  Ville,  the  Italian  Alpine  Club 
has  a  room  full  of  maps  and  books 
illustrating  the  neighbourhood,  to 
which  foreign  travellers  are  wel¬ 
comed. 

St.  Anselm,  Archbishop  of  Can¬ 
terbury  (1093-1109),  was  born  at 
Aosta  about  1033.  The  house  where 
he  is  said  to  have  been  born  (4  Via 
Sant’  Anselmo)  is  still  shown,  and 
the  Antiquarian  Society  of  Aosta, 

‘  the  Societe  Academique,’  which  is 
under  his  protection,  is  commonly 
called  the  ^  Academie  de  Saint  An- 
selme.’  ‘We  are  apt  to  look  on 
Anselm  as  an  Italian,  and  to  be 
puzzled  at  the  statement  of  his 
biographer  that  to  him,  a  stranger 
in  Italy,  the  heat  of  that  land  was 
oppressive.  When  we  have  seen  his 
birthplace  we  better  understand  the 
words  of  Eadmer,  and  we  grasp  the 
fact  that  Anselm  was  in  no  sense  a 
countryman  of  Lanfranc,  but  that 
he  was,  in  a  wide  sense,  a  country¬ 
man  of  St.  Hugh.  It  was  the  Im¬ 
perial  Burgundy  which  gave  us 
alike  the  saint  of  Canterbury  and 
the  saint  of  Lincoln.’  —  Freeman. 
(For  St,  Hugh,  1135-1200,  see  Rte. 
13 1  in  Handbook  for  France.)  No 
better  description  of  Aosta  exists 
than  that  in  the  first  chapter  of 
Dean  Church’s  admirable  of  Saint 
Anselm.  A  monument  records  the 
alleged  flight  of  Calvin  from  Aosta 
in  1536. 

St,  Bernard  of  Menthon  (nth 
cent.)  whose  name  is  associated  with 
the  mountain  pass  between  the  val¬ 
leys  of  the  Rhone  and  Doire,  was 
archdeacon  of  Aosta  ;  and  his  per¬ 
sonal  knowledge  of  the  exposure  and 
suffering  incidental  to  a  passage  of 
the  Alps,  led  to  his  establishment 
of  the  celebrated  hospice,  upon  a 
permanent  footing. 

See  for  further  information  Ratti 


and  Casanova’s  guide,  and  an  ad¬ 
mirable  paper  in  Mr.  Freeman’s 
Historical  and  Architectural  Sketches., 
chiefly  Italian  (1876). 

[The  Becca  di  Nona  (10,309  ft,') 
above  Aosta,  and  nearly  S,  of 
it,  commands  a  magnificent  view 
of  the  Alps  The  ascent  can  be  made 
on  mules  in  6  hrs.,  the  descent  in  5 
hrs.  A  hut  has  been  lately  built 
near  the  top. 

After  crossing  the  Doire  the  path 
mounts  rapidly  to  Charvensod, 
whence  Aosta  is  well  seen,  with 
Mont  VMan  and  the  Combin  as 
background  ;  soon  afterwards  Monte 
Rosa,  and  still  later  the  Matterhorn, 
come  into  sight.  From  Charvensod 
the  path  lies  for  or  3  hrs,  through 
beautiful  woods  and  meadows,  with 
clear  streams  and  waterfalls,  past 
the  hermitage  of  St.  G-rat,  the  ham¬ 
let  of  Chamole,  and  over  a  ridge 
to  the  alp  of  Comboe  (belonging  to 
the  chapter  of  St.  Ours),  where  the 
late  Chanoine  Carrel  fitted  up  a 
chalet.  Hence  the  path  is  good  to 
the  summit  (10,309  ft.).  From  the 
topmost  pastures  the  path  may  be 
easily  lost,  as  it  passes  into  the  ra¬ 
vine  between  the  Becca  and  Mont 
Emilius,  as  if  the  latter  were  the  ob¬ 
ject  ;  but  it  is  well  worth  while  to 
follow  it,  as  the  direct  ascent, 
though  shorter,  is  very  hard  work. 

The  view  is  glorious — the  whole 
of  the  Mont  Blanc  and  Monte  Rosa 
ranges,  together  with  the  Velan, 
Combin,  Dent  Blanche,  Weisshorn, 
and  Mischabel ;  to  the  S.,  the  Grand 
Paradis,  Grivola,  &c.  The  Mont  Emi¬ 
lius  (11,677  ft.),  close  at  hand,  cuts 
off  the  view  towards  Italy.  A  pano¬ 
ramic  view  and  full  account  have 
been  published  by  M,  Carrel  at 
Aosta.  There  is  another  way  to 
Comboe  (1.  from  Charvensod)  by  the 
glen  of  the  Bard,  which  at  the  head 
of  the  valley  leaps  in  a  cascade  into 
a  little  amphitheatre  under  the 
crags  of  the  Becca.  Pedestrians,  iji 
place  of  returning  to  Aosta,  may 
cross  the  mountains  by  the  Col  d’Ar- 
hole  (9300  ft.),  to  Cogne.  It  can  be 
done  by  sleeping  at  Comboe,  or,  in  i 
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day  from  Aosta  by  starting  early. 
[Mont  Emiliiis  lies  considerably 
nearer  the  pass  than  the  Becca  di 
Nona,  and  a  good  walker  will  per¬ 
haps  not  greatly  increase  his  labour 
by  preferring  the  loftier  summit 
[4  hrs,  from  Comboeb  Its  ascent 
presents  no  difficulties,  but  a  local 
guide  is  desirable.  The  course  to 
the  col  from  the  top  of  the  Becca 
[2^  hrs.)  is  about  S.,  and  the  de¬ 
scent  to  the  Cogne  valley  lies  by  the 
Chalets  d'Arpisson,  most  beautifully 
situated,  with  commanding  view  of 
the  Grivola.  Nearer  the  Mont  Eini- 
liiis  is  the  Col  de  Garin  (10,479  ft.), 
whence  Cogne  is  reached  by  the 
chalets  and  valley  of  Grauson. 
There  are  two  lower  passes  from  St. 
Grat  to  Cogne  practicable  for  mules 
(see  Rte.  146).] 

The  beautiful  valley  of  Aosta  is 
affiicted  with  cretinism  and  goitre 
more  perhaps  than  any  other  in 
Piedmont.  The  peasantry  are  a 
squalid  and  filthy  race,  generally 
stunted  and  diseased.  Of  the  whole 
population  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Aosta,  I  in  50  is  a  cretin  ;  and  above 
half  are  more  or  less  goitred.  Some 
of  these  are  horrid  objects,  with 
tumours  as  large  as  their  heads  ap¬ 
pended  to  their  throats. 

The  extreme  dirt  of  the  houses, 
villages,  and  persons  of  the  peasan¬ 
try  would  be  sufficient  to  account 
for  any  amount  of  disease  ;  but  it  is 
remarkable  that  in  the  spots  they 
select  these  dreadful  maladies  seem 
to  be  capricious.  At  St.  Vincent 
they  prevail ;  at  Chatillon,  at  Cour- 
mayeur,  and  at  La  Thuille  they  are 
almost  unknown ;  at  Ivrogne  and 
Arvier  they  are  most  prevalent. 

On  leaving  Aosta  to  ascend  the 
valley,  the  rte.  lies  across  the  open 
plain,  and  through  scenes  of  the 
greatest  richness  in  vegetation.  At 
3I  m.  from  Aosta  the  road  passes 
beneath  the  Chateau  de  Sarre,  pur¬ 
chased  by  the  late  King  of  Italy, 
and  filled  with  the  antlers  of  the 
bouquetins  slain  by  him  ;  nearly  op¬ 
posite  to  it,  on  the  other  side  of  the 


valley,  is  Aymarille,  where  the  mule- 
road  to  Cogne  begins  (Rte.  146). 

At  (5  m.)  St.  Pierre  there  is  one 
of  the  most  picturesque  chateaux  in 
the  valley,  and  a  good  view  of  the 
snowy  ridge  N.  of  the  Grivola,  par¬ 
ticularly  of  the  rock  tower  of  the 
Grd.  Nomenon  (11,444  ft.).  A  fine 
scene  is  presented  on  the  approach 
to  Villeneuve,  where  the  vast  rock 
above  the  town  is  surrounded  by 
the  Chdtel  d’Argent,  backed  by  the 
snowy  Alps  at  the  head  of  the  Val 
Savaranche.  About  a  mile  from  St. 
Pierre  the  road  turns  towards  the 
river,  which  it  crosses  to  reach  the 
little  town  of 

6|  m.  Villeneuve,  a  dirty  village 
with  large  iron-foundries.  Near 
this  the  valleys  of  Savaranche  and 
Rhbmes  open  together  from  the  S. 
(Rtes.  147  and  147A).  Above  Ville¬ 
neuve  the  valley  narrows  and  be¬ 
comes  much  more  wooded,  the  wal¬ 
nut  tr  es  forming  in  some  places 
almo.st  a  forest,  especially  near 

Arvier,  2|m.  above  Villeneuve. 
Here  the  vineyards  are  celebrated. 

The  torrent  which  flows  into  the 
Doire  from  the  Val  Grisanche  on 
the  S.  is  crossed  (Rte.  148).  The 
road  now  enters  the  defile  of  Aviso, 
just  after  passing  (9I  m.)  Live- 
rogne.  At  the  end  of  this  gorge,  Mont 
Blanc  at  the  head  of  the  valley  closes 
the  scene.  The  view  is  strikingly 
beautiful.  The  road,  carried  along 
the  face  of  the  precipice,  crosses  in 
some  places  deep  rifts  in  the  moun¬ 
tain  side,  then  descends  rapidly  to 
the  Doire,  which  it  crosses,  and 
thence  continues  on  the  1.  bank  to 

La  Salle,  a  dirty  narrow  village, 
in  which,  however,  is  preserved  the 
name  of  the  ancient  people  of  this 
valley,  the  Salassi  ;  many  traces  of 
its  antiquity  have  been  found  in  and 
around.  On  a  hill  near  La  Salle  are 
the  ruins  of  the  13th  cent.  Castle  of 
Chdtelar. 

At  the  distance  of  a  league  beyond 
( i6|  m.)  Morgex  the  diligence  takes 
a  branch  road  across  the  Doire  to 
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195^  m.  Pr§  St.  Didier,  situated 
in  beautiful  meadows,  and  com¬ 
manding  a  fine  view  of  Mont  Blanc. 

[Here  the  ascent  to  the  Little  St. 
Bernard  begins  (^Rte.  149).] 

Behind  the  village  are  some 
prettily  -  placed  laths^  much  fre¬ 
quented  by  Italians  during  July  and 
August.  The  building  and  avenue 
to  it  are  pleasing.  Beyond  the  baths 
a  path  leads  to  the  mineral  springs 
(temp.  92°)  up  a  ravine  which  will 
remind  the  visitor  of  Pfaffers.  Bug¬ 
ged  precipices  nearly  close  the  cleft 
in  the  mountains  down  which  the 
stream  from  the  Rutor  and  Little 
St.  Bernard  forces  its  way. 

Good  carriage-roads  from  Pre  St. 
Didier,  about  3  m.  of  ascent,  to 

2i|  m.  Courmayeur,  situated  at 
the  head  of  the  Val  d’ Aosta  (which 
above  Pre  St.  Didier  is  called  the 
Val  d’Entreves'',  is  a  village,  very  beau¬ 
tifully  situated,  4016  ft.  above  the 
sea,  at  some  height  above  the  Doire, 
and  below  the  confiuence  of  its  two 
branches,  which  descend  from  the 
Col  Ferret  and  the  Col  de  la  Seigne, 
along  the  S.  side  of  Mont  Blanc. 
To  the  W.  is  Mo’ut  Chetif^  to  the  E. 
the  Mont  de  la  Saxe,  while  the  Aigmlle 
du  Geant,  and  its  glaciers,  high  above 
Mont  Frety,  seem  to  close  the  valley. 
From  Courmayeur  the  ascent  to  the 
Col  du  Geant  can  be  traced,  and  the 
singular  A.  du  Geant  is  conspicuous 
to  the  E.  of  the  pass,  but  the  summit 
of  Mont  Blanc  is  concealed  by  the 
Mont  Chetif.  Half  an  hour’s  walk, 
however,  discloses  the  chain,  from 
the  ‘Monarch’  to  the  Grandes  Jo- 
rasses. 

Courmayeur  is  much  resorted  to 
in  summer  by  invalids,  for  the  sake 
of  its  mineral  waters.  The  spring 
of  La  Victoire  is  i|  m.  S.W.  ;  its 
waters  are  impregnated  with  car¬ 
bonic  acid  gas,  sulphate  of  magne¬ 
sia,  and  a  little  iron,  and  have  a 
temperature  of  about  54°.  The 
spring  of  La  Marguerite  varies  a 
little  in  the  proportions  of  its  com¬ 
ponents,  but  its  temperature  is  12° 
iiigher.  The  Piedmontese-  place 
great  reliance  on  the  salutary  effects 


of  these  springs,  and  the  resort  to 
them  brings  together  much  agree¬ 
able  Italian  society.  Of  late  years 
the  Queen  of  Italy  has  spent  part 
of  several  summers  at  the  Hotel 
Royal, 

The  baths  of  La  Saxe  are  about 

1  m.  beyond  Courmayeur,  and  some¬ 
what  rough. 

Club  huts  have  been  erected  by 
the  Italian  Alj^ine  Club  on  the  Col 
du  Geant  on  the  Grandes  Jorasses 
and  at  the  foot  of  the  A.  de  Triolet ; 
and  also  halfway  up  Mont  Blanc. 

Excursions. 

a.  Ascent  of  the  Crammont. — An  ex¬ 
cursion  which  no  visitor  to  Cour¬ 
mayeur  should  fail  to  make  if  the 
weather  be  favourable,  for  few  spots 
in  the  Alps  will  afford  him  so  fine  a 
view  of  Mont  Blanc,  or  a  more 
glorious  panorama.  A  hut  near  the 
summit  enables  those  who  desire  it 
to  witness  the  effects  of  morning 
and  evening  on  the  panorama  of 
peaks. 

For  riders  it  is  first  necessary  to 
go  to  Pre  St.  Didier,  i  hr.  (pedes¬ 
trians  may  take  a  shady  path  on 
the  rt.  bank%  then  ascend  by  the 
Little  St.  Bernard  road  (Rte.  149) 
for  about  |  hr.  to  a  path  which 
strikes  to  the  rt.  among  the  larches, 
and  mounts  through  them  past 
several  clusters  of  chalets  for  about 

2  Ill's.  Mules  cannot  go  beyond  the 
wood,  and  must  be  left,  and  from 
this  point  there  is  about  i|  hr’s. 
climb  to  the  summit  :  total  4  hrs. 
from  Courmayeur.  There  is  a  more 
direct  but  difiicult  path  for  pedes¬ 
trians  up  the  Courmayeur  face,  for 
which  a  local  guide  is  requisite. 

The  highest  point,  8980  ft.,  is  the 
outer  edge  of  a  large  slab  or  flat 
mass  of  rock,  sloping  at  an  angle  of 
20°  towards  the  S.  ;  the  upper  end 
of  this  mass  actually  overhangs  the 
rocks  below,  so  that  a  stone  dropped 
from  it  would  fall  perpendicularly 
hundreds  of  feet,  and  then  striking 
the  precipitous  sides  of  the  moun¬ 
tain,  would  bound  into  the  abyss 
beneath. 
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From  this  point  the  whole  of  the 
enormous  chain  of  Mont  Blanc  is 
open  to  the  observer :  from  the 
peaks  which  hound  the  Col  de  la 
Seigne  to  those  above  the  Col  Ferret 
every  aiguille  and  glacier  in  this 
line  of  nearly  20  m.  is  seen,  within 
an  angle  of  1 50°.  The  depths  of  the 
Allee  Blanche  are  concealed  by 
some  low  intervening  mountains, 
which  may  be  considered  the  west¬ 
ern  bases  of  the  Crammont. 

Towards  the  E.  the  Val  d’ Aosta 
forms  a  beautiful  vista.  The  moun¬ 
tains  which  bound  it  sweep  down  to 
the  Doire,  and  leave  between  them 
the  channels  which  are  the  courses 
of  its  affluents.  In  the  valley  the 
Doire  appears  like  a  thread  of  silver. 
Farther  to  the  E.  are  the  summits 
of  Monte  Rosa  and  the  Matterhorn. 
Looking  S.E.,  directly  down  the 
line  of  ascent  to  the  Crammont,  the 
Camp  of  Prince  Thomas,  and  the 
table-land  above  the  precipices  of 
the  valley  of  La  Thuille,  appear  to 
be  immediately  beneath.  Above 
and  beyond  them  lies  the  enormous 
ice-field  of  the  Rutor,  one  of  the 
finest  objects  in  view  :  and  beyond 
it  are  the  glaciers  at  the  head  of  the 
valleys  of  Rhemes,  and  Grisanche, 
with  the  Grivola  and  Grand  Para¬ 
dis  towering  above  them. 

Towards  the  S.  is  the  pass  and 
plain  of  the  Little  St.  Bernard, 

Towards  the  Great  St.  Bernard 
the  course  may  be  traced  of  the  pass 
of  Serena  from  Morgex  to  St.  Remy. 
The  hospice  is  not  visible,  but  the 
Mont  Velan  and  Grand  Combin  are 
seen  beyond  it. 

De  Saussure  thus  records  his 
second  visit  to  the  Crammont  in 
1778  : — ‘Nous  passames  trois  heures 
sur  ce  sommet  ;  j’y  en  avois  aussi 
passe  trois  dans  mon  premier 
voyage  [1774]  ;  et  ces  six  heures  sent 
certainement  celles  de  ma  vie  dans 
lesquelles  j’ai  goute  les  plus  grands 
plaisirs  que  puissent  donner  la  con¬ 
templation  et  Tetude  de  la  nature,’ 

The  traveller  who  proposes  to 
make  a  visit  to  the  Crammont  a 
part  of  his  day’s  journey  to  Bourg 


St.  Maurice,  should  start  very  early, 
and  direct  that  the  mules,  if  he 
take  any,  should,  from  where  he 
left  them,  be  sent  across  the  pastur¬ 
ages  to  chalets  which  lie  in  his  way 
to  Balme,  He  will  thus  gain  time 
in  ascending  the  valley,  though  the 
descent  to  the  hamlet  of  Elevaz, 
down  a  steep  and  rugged  path  over 
loose  stones,  is  fatiguing.  Balme  is 
on  the  Little  St.  Bernard  road, 
about  an  hour’s  walk  above  the  spot 
at  which  the  track  turns  up  towards 
the  Crammont ;  and  there  is  no 
object  of  interest  missed  between 
the  two  places.  The  name  Cramont 
(or  Crammont)  is  probably,  as  else¬ 
where  in  the  Alps,  a  corruption 
from  Grand  Mont.  It  has  been  con¬ 
nected  with  the  Cremonis  jugum  of 
the  MSS.  of  Livy,  which  itself,  how¬ 
ever,  is  probably  a  copyist’s  error 
for  ‘  Ceutronum.’ 

h.  To  the  Col  de  Checruit  or  Checouri, 
highly  to  be  recommended  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  splendid  and  uninter¬ 
rupted  view  of  the  chain  of  Mt. 
Blanc  and  the  Allee  Blanche.  It 
lies  due  W.  of  Courmayeur,  and  may 
be  made  on  a  mule  (2  hrs.  to  the 
col).  Cross  the  Doire,  pass  through 
the  village  of  Dollone,  and  along 
the  N.  side  of  the  ravine  for  about 
I  hr.  from  Courmayeur  ;  then  the 
path  ascends  the  side  by  a  series  of 
steep  zigzags  past  a  little  oratory  on 
a  rock  (i  hr.)  ;  up  slopes  of  grass, 
a  narrow  stony  path,  and  then 
pastures,  in  another  hr,  to  the  col, 
6431  ft.  The  best  view  is  obtained 
from  a  rocky  eminence  on  the  rt. 
No  guide  is  necessary.  [A  footpath, 
not  easy  to  find,  about  |  hr.  below 
the  col,  leads  in  i|  hr.  up  the  Mt. 
Chetif,  also  called  Mont  Dollone.,  and 
Pain  de  Sucre  (7687  ft.),  commanding 
a  remarkably  fine  view  of  the  tre¬ 
mendous  precipices  of  Mont  Blanc 
and  the  deep  valley  beneath,  but 
not  equal  as  a  panorama  to  that 
from  the  Crammont,]  Instead  of 
descending  at  once  through  the 
pine-forest  into  the  Allee  Blanche, 
it  will  well  repay  the  traveller  to 
keep  along  the  slope  of  the  moun- 


ROUTE  134. — TURIN  TO  COURMAYEUR. 


529 


tain  until  he  arrives  above  the  Lac 
de  Combal  (Rte,  139),  then  descend¬ 
ing  to  the  lake.  He  thus  gains  a 
complete  view  of  the  valley,  of  Mont 
Blanc  and  the  Glacier  de  Miage. 
For  the  latter  part  of  the  excursion, 
liowever,  a  guide  is  advisable. 
From  the  Lac  de  Combal  the  return 
to  Coiirmayeur,  by  the  Allee  Blanche, 
takes  2 1  hrs. 

c.  The  Mont  de  la  Saxe,  N.E.  of 
Courmayeur,  is  easily  accessible  (2| 
hrs.),  and  commands  a  glorious  near 
view  of  Mont  Blanc,  and  a  prospect 
in  some  respects  finer  than  that 
from  the  Crammont,  but  less  pano¬ 
ramic  ;  the  Eutor,  and  the  peaks  of 
the  Cogne  range  are  well  seen.  After 
passing  the  baths  of  La  Saxe,  the 
track  to  the  rt.,  leading  into  the  Val 
Ferret,  is  followed  for  a  short  dis¬ 
tance,  and  then  the  ascent  begins 
by  an  easy  path,  which  gradually 
reaches  the  summit ;  this  is  a  sort 
of  undulating  plateau,  in  which  no 
single  point  much  overlooks  the 
rest.  The  finest  view  is  from  a 
point  at  the  E.  end  of  the  range, 
called  Trosse  Blanc,  or  Tete  de  la 
Tranche  (8455  ft.).  A  shorter  path 
starts  from  the  church  at  Cour¬ 
mayeur. 

Another  commanding  point  for 
Mt.  Blanc  lies  just  E.  of  Cour¬ 
mayeur,  opposite  the  Mt.  Chetif. 
This  is  the  Col  de  Sapin,  or  de  Chapy, 
reached  in  2|  hrs.  by  ascending  the 
little  valley  of  Chapy,  between  the 
Mts.  dela  Saxe  and  Cormet ;  the  view 
from  the  latter  is  magnificent.  The 
descent  may  be  made  on  the  E.  side 
of  the  Mt.  de  la  Saxe  to  the  Val 
Ferret.  By  way  of  this  col  a  high 
rte.  has  been  made  to  the  Great  St. 
Bernard  in  8+  hrs.  from  Courmayeur. 
It  passes  on  the  rt.  the  Grande 
Rochere  ('10,912  ft.),  and  3  ridges  by 
the  Col  d’Artereva,  or  Malatra  (2j  hrs.). 
Col  de  Bellecomhe  hr. ),  and  Col  de  St. 
Remy  (i  hr.  20  m.).  Another  rte.  is 
by  Morgex  and  the  Col  Serena  (Rte. 
1370)1.  For  nearly  the  whole  dis¬ 
tance  the  chain  of  Mt.  Blanc  is  full 
in  view.  The  G'rande  Rochere,  which 
commands  an  extremely  fine  view, 


may  best  be  reached  from  Cour¬ 
mayeur  by  gaining  the  head  of  the 
Chambave  glen  from  the  Col  de 
Chapy,  and  then  mounting  a  steep 
gully  or  a  snowy  ridge  (8  hrs.  up). 

d.  Few  excursions  in  the  Alps  are 
more  interesting  than  that  to  the 
upper  portion  of  the  Glacier  de  La 
Brenva ;  but,  since  its  retreat,  the 
ordinary  tourist  will  gain  little  but 
a  stony  walk  by  visiting  its  lower 
extremity.  Good  walkers,  with  a 
guide,  may  penetrate,  by  a  steep 
ascent  on  the  E.  flank  of  the  ice,  to 
the  level  of  the  upper  ice-fall  under 
the  Aiguille  de  Peteret  and  Mont 
Blanc,  one  of  the  most  majestic 
scenes  in  the  Alps.  It  is  possible, 
and  not  very  difficult,  to  ascend 
from  this  point  the  peak  of  the  Tour 
Ronde,  (12,386  ft.),  descending  by  the 
neve  of  the  Glacier  du  Geant  to  the 
hut  on  that  pass  or  the  Mont  Frety 
Inn — a  noble  excursion  for  com¬ 
petent  mountaineers. 

e.  The  Inn  on  the  Mont  Frety  (7130 
ft.),  2 1  hrs.  from  Courmayeur,  at  the 
southern  base  of  the  Col  du  Geant 
(Rte.  142),  opens  every  summer  on 
the  ist  July.  Hence  a  mountaineer 
of  moderate  experience  will  find  no 
difficulty  in  reaching  alone  the 
summit  of  the  col,  2|  hrs.,  which 
is  interesting  as  well  for  the  magni¬ 
ficent  view  which  it  commands 
as  for  its  associations  with  the 
history  of  Alpine  adventure  since 
the  time  of  De  Saussure.  The  steep 
slope  above  the  Inn  was  in  i860  the 
scene  of  a  sad  accident  (see  Rte. 
142),  wherein  3  English  travellers 
and  one  of  their  guides — Frederic 
Tairraz,  of  Chamonix  —  were  lost. 
From  the  col  there  is  a  most  glorious 
view  of  glaciers  and  mountain  chains 
to  the  S.  and  E.,  among  which  the 
Grand  Paradis  and  Monte  Rosa  rise 
with  imposing  effect.  A  substantial 
hut  has  been  erected  on  the  pass, 
where  the  night  may  be  spent  with¬ 
out  serious  discomfort. 

/.  Another  fine  excursion  is  by  the 
Allee  Blanche  to  the  Glacier  de  Miage, 
ascending  it  some  way,  for  a  view  of 
the  ice-cascades  at  its  head.  This 
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glacier  is  on  a  grand  scale,  and  has 

2  important  tributaries — the  Glacier 
du  Mt.  Blanc  and  Glacier  du  Borne.  Over 
it  lies  the  pass  of  the  Col  de  Miage 
(11,077  ft.')  i  Rte.  i42\  and  by  the 
Glacier  du  Mont  Blanc  is  the  easiest 
way  up  Mont  Blanc  from  the  Italian 
side.  At  its  lower  end  is  a  grassy 
oasis  called  the  Jmdin  de  Miage, 
a  pleasant  excursion  of  3  hrs.  from 
Courmayeur. 

g.  Mont  Blanc  was  first  climbed 
from  the  Courmayeur  side  via  the  Col 
du  Geant.  The  ascent  was  facilitated 
by  a  hut  under  the  Aig.  du  Midi,  but 
this  is  now  little  better  than  a  ruin. 
From  the  sj^ot  where  it  stands,  the 
Corridor  can  be  reached  in  4^  hrs., 
by  the  Mont  Blanc  du  Tacul  and 
Mont  Maudit.  This  was  the  rte.  by 
which  Messrs.  Hudson  and  Kennedy 
first  attempted,  1855, without  guides, 
to  scale  the  mountain,  and  by  which 
it  was  reached  in  1863  by  MM. 
Maquelin  and  Briquet,  of  Geneva. 

This  route  is  now  seldom  used. 
The  problem  of  a  direct  ascent  by  one 
of  the  great  southern  glaciers  was 
first  solved  in  1865  by  Messrs.  G.  S. 
Mathews.  A.  W.  Moore,  Frank  and 
Horace  Walker.  Leaving  a  bivouac 
5  hrs.  above  Courmayeur  by  the  side 
of  the  Brenva  Glacier,  they  came  in 

3  hrs.  to  the  foot  of  a  biittress  of 
Mont  Blanc ;  climbing  this,  and 
passing  over  an  extremely  narrow 
crest,  they  reached  the  steep  slopes 
of  the  neve,  which  led  up  to  the 
Corridor.  The  summit  of  the  Corri¬ 
dor  was  thus  reached  in  io|  hrs. 
from  their  sleeping-place.  By  bear¬ 
ing  more  to  the  left,  the  top  of  the 
Mur  de  la  Cote  might  have  been 
gained.  This  is  a  very  difficult  a^s- 
cent,  and  has  been  but  twice  re¬ 
peated.  To  attempt  the  descent 
would  be  in  the  highest  degree 
perilous. 

A  route  which,  though  totally  dif¬ 
ferent  in  character  to  that  from  Cha¬ 
monix,  may  from  its  freedom  from 
any  extraordinary  risk  or  difficulty 
fairly  be  considered  a  rival  for  the 
favour  of  climbers,  was  at  last  dis¬ 
covered  by  Mr.  Kennedy  in  1872.  A 


comfortable  wooden  hut,  called  the 
‘Rifugio  Quintino  Sella,’  after  the 
late  distinguished  statesman  and 
President  of  the  Italian  Alpine  Club, 
has  been  erected  on  the  rocks  high 
above  the  E.  side  of  the  Miage  Glacier 
(11,812  ft.),  8  hrs.  from  Courmayeur. 
The  key  is  kept  by  the  Guide-chef. 
From  this  point  the  summit  of  Mont 
Blanc  may  be  reached  in  8  hrs.  In 
contrast  to  the  Chamonix  rte.,  which 
is  throughout  a  walk  up  snow,  this 
is  a  sharp  rock  climb,  but  in  fair 
weather  it  presents  no  very  .serious 
difficulties  or  dangers,  and  with 
good  guides  is  safe  as  a  descent.  It 
is  not,  however,  fit  for  persons  with¬ 
out  considerable  experience  in  moun¬ 
tain  climbing. 

Between  the  Brenva  and  Miage 
Glaciers  lie  the  two  small  glaciers  of 
Brouillard  and  Fresnay,  and  above 
them  the  face  of  Mont  Blanc  rises  in 
a  precipice  which  has  been  found 
inaccessible.  In  1877  Mr.  Eccles, 
having  reached  the  head  of  the  Fres¬ 
nay  Glacier  from  the  Brouillard 
Glacier,  gained  the  S.E.  ridge  of 
Mont  Blanc  which  falls  towards  the 
Peteret,  and  by  dint  of  a  good  deal 
of  step-cutting  followed  it  to  the 
Mont  Blanc  de  Courmayeur,  and  so 
reached  the  top  of  Mont  Blanc.  This 
is  a  difficult  ascent,  but  not  ap¬ 
parently  dangerous,  with  good  guides 
and  a  competent  party. 

Ji.  The  W.  peak  of  the  Grander 
Jorasses  was  ascended  in  1865  from 
Val  Ferret  by  Mr.  Whymper.  The 
slightly  higher  E.  peak  (13,797 
was  gained  in  1868  by  Mr.  H.  Walker, 
This  is  a  very  fine  expedition  for 
capable  climbers  :  its  difficulty  varies 
greatly  according  to  the  season.  The 
view  is  one  of  the  finest  in  the  whole 
chain  of  the  Alps.  A  hut  has  been 
built  to  facilitate  the  ascent. 

i.  The  Aiguille  de  Peteret  (12,392  ft  ), 
the  flame-like  pinnacle  so  conspi¬ 
cuous  from  the  Allee  Blanche,  was 
climbed  in  1877  by  Lord  Wentworth. 
It  is  a  severe  rock-climb,  fit  onlv  for 
practised  cragsmen. 

j.  The  A.  Blanche  de  Peteret  (13,478 
ft.),  on  which  Professor  F.  M.  Bal- 
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four  and  his  guide  were  killed  in 
1882,  was  first  climbed  in  1885  by 
Mr.  H.  S.  King. 

k.  The  Grand  Paradis  (13,324  ft.)  is 
sometimes  climbed  in  2  days  from 
Courmayeur  by  way  of  the  Val 
Savaranche. 

l.  The  Riitor  (11,438  ft.)  can  be 
reached  in  2  days  either  by  La 
Thuille  or  by  the  Val  Grisanche. 

Besides  glacier  passes  (Rte.  142^ 
5  rtes.  diverge  from  Courmayeur  : 
I.  to  Aosta  ;  2.  the  Great  St.  Ber¬ 
nard  (Rte.  137)  ;  3.  the  Little 
St.  Bernard  (Rte.  149);  4.  the  Col 
de  la  Seigneto  Chamonix  (Rte.  139)  ; 
5.  the  Col  Ferret  to  Martigny 

iRte.  137)- 


ROUTE  135. 

MARTIGNY  TO  AOSTA. - PASS  OF 

THE  GREAT  ST.  BERNARD. 

Hrs. 

Martigny 
I  .  .  Bourg 

2|  .  .  Sembrancher 

1 1  .  .  Orsidres 

1 4  .  .  Liddes 

.  .  Bourg  St.  Pierre 

3I  .  .  Hospice 

ij  .  .  St.  R6my 

i  j  .  .  St.  Oyen 

3|  .  .  Aosta 

Distance,  47  m.  ;  ii  hrs.’  walk  to 
the  Hospice  ;  about  6  hrs.  thence  to 
Aosta.  Carriage-road  to  the  Cantine 
de  Proz,  and  from  St.  Remy  to  Aosta. 
Light  carriages  have  been  taken  over 
the  pass,  and  the  carriage-road  across 
from  the  Cantine  de  Proz  is  in 
active  construction.  Diligence  in  3^^ 
hrs.  to  Orsieres. 

This  pass  is  more  remarkable  from 
a  religious,  historical,  and  romantic 
j)oint  of  view  —  on  account  of  its 
Hospice  and  dogs  —  than  for  its 
scenery,  which  is  inferior  to  that  on 
most  of  the  other  great  passes.  The 
Antonin-e  Itinerary,  and  the  Peutinger 
Table  (both  4th  cent.)  mention  this 


pass,  which,  between  774  and  1414, 
was  crossed  20  times  by  the  mediae¬ 
val  Emperors  (including  Charle¬ 
magne),  and  largely  frequented  by 
clerics  and  pilgrims  bound  to  Rome. 
Its  old  name  is  Mo7is  Jovis  (Mont 
Joux),  and  it  was  only  in  the  12th 
cent,  that  it  acquired  its  present 
style  from  the  second  founder  of  the 
Hospice  on  the  summit.  Buonaparte 
crossed  it  on  the  20th  May,  1800. 
Each  regiment  occupied  3  days  in 
the  passage,  arriving  the  first  night 
at  Bourg  St.  Pierre,  the  second  at 
St.  Remy  or  Etroubles,  the  third  at 
Aosta. 

From  Martigny-Ville  (1562  ft.) 
(Rte.  56)  the  road  passes  through 
Martigny-Bourg,  and  shortly  after 
crosses  the  Dranse  to  its.l.  bank. 
The  bed  of  this  river  still  ex¬ 
hibits  evidence  of  the  devastation 
occasioned  in  1818  by  the  bursting 
of  a  lake  in  the  Bagnes  valley  (see 
Rte.  136). 

The  road  leaves  that  to  Chamonix 
on  the  rt.,  and  continues  up  the 
valley  of  the  Dranse  to  the  miser¬ 
able  village  of  Les  Valetfes. 

[Hence  a  char-road  (i|  m.)  leads  to 
the  Gorges  du  Durnand,  worth 
a  visit,  a  narrow  defile  with  fourteen 
waterfalls,  rendered  accessible  by 
wooden  galleries  (i  fr.).  There  is  a 
Restaurant  at  the  entrance.  Passing 
through  this  goi’ge,  a  track  leads  up  to 
the  path  from  Les  Valettes  or  Bover- 
nier  to  the  pretty  wooded  Val  de  Cham- 
pex,  which  offers  the  pedestrian  a 
pleasanter  though  longer  rte.  than 
the  high  road  to  Orsieres,  about 
4  hrs.  from  Les  Valettes  (see  below '.] 

Beyond  Bovernier  the  river  is  re¬ 
crossed,  and  the  road  enters  a  defile 
so  narrow  that  it  was  necessary  to 
cut  a  Tunnel  200  ft.  long  througli 
the  rock.  Emerging  from  it,  the 
traveller  sees  1.  the  ruins  of  a  build¬ 
ing  connected  with  abandoned  iron¬ 
works,  which  was  occupied  1797-8 
by  some  Trappist  monks  and  nuns, 
and  was  overwhelmed  with  rubbish 
brought  down  by  the  bursting  of  the 
lake,  1818.  Bovernier  was  saved 
from  the  same  fate  by  a  projecting 
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rock.  The  road  recrosses  the  river, 
and  ascends  on  the  1.  bank  to 

9  in,  Sembrancher,  a  larger 
village,  under  Catogne,  at  the  con¬ 
tinence  of  the  two  rivers  Dranse, 
coming  from  the  Val  de  Bagnes 
and  the  Val  d’Entremont  and  St. 
Bernard, 

Above  Sembrancher  the  Val 
d’Entremont  offers  some  tine  scenes, 
but  none  strikingly  grand  ;  it  has 
the  general  character  of  an  Alpine 
valley.  The  Branse  is  twice  crossed 
before  reaching 

i3j^  m.  Orsi^res  (2920  ft.).  [Here 
the  Val  de  Ferret,  leading  to  Cour- 
mayeur  by  the  Col  Ferret  (Rte. 
137),  opens  into  the  Val  d’Entre¬ 
mont  on  the  rt.  For  the  high  level 
I’te.  to  the  Cantine  de  Proz  by  the 
Mourin,  see  below  under  the  ex¬ 
cursions  from  the  Hospice.  4  hrs, 
from  Orsieres  or  Champex  is  the 
Cabane  d’Orny  (Club  hut),  whence 
many  climbs  may  be  made.  The 
easiest  glacier  pass  to  Chamonix  is 
the  Col  du  Tour  (Rte.  142). 

[From  Orsieres  to  Chamonix  there 
is  a  pleasant  mule-path  to  the 
Forclaz  (Rte,  14 1  )  by  the  valley  and 
lake  of  Champex  (4807  ft.),  lying 
to  the  W.  of  Mont  Catogne.  The 
lake  is  said  to  be  well  stocked  with 
lish.  It  is  most  beautifully  situated 
amidst  forests,  and  has  the  Grand 
Combin  in  full  view,  the  snowy  peaks 
of  which  are  reflected  in  its  glassy 
waters.  On  its  shores  are  several 
Inns  and  Pensions.  The  lake  can  be 
reached  over  a  low  ridge  in  3  hrs. 
from  Les  Valettes,  and  Orsieres  is 
an  hour  further.  The  lake,  enbo- 
somed  amidst  splendid  forests,  and 
its  surroundings,  are  among  the  love¬ 
liest  scenes  in  Switzerland,  and 
deserve  to  be  better  known  to 
English  travellers.  The  Catogne, 
(8402  ft.),  may  be  reached  hence  in  4 
or  5  hrs.,  while  the  Arpette  glen 
gives  access  to  Trient  in  4  or  5  hrs., 
and  affords  many  climbs  and  excur¬ 
sions.  4  or  5  hrs.  to  the  Forclaz  ; 
7  hrs.  to  the  Tete  Noire  Inn.'] 

Beyond  Orsieres  there  is  a  flne 


view,  and  the  scenery  becomes 
rather  more  wild.  The  torrent  can 
seldom  be  seen  in  the  deep  gorge, 
and  the  road  mounts  rapidly  in 
zigzags. 

4I  m.  Liddes,  4390  ft.  above  the 
sea. 

si  m.  Bourg  St.  Pierre  is  a 
dirty,  wretched  village,  5358  ft. 
Rt.  is  an  easy  pass  of  4  hrs.  to  the 
chalets  of  Ferret  by  the  Col  des 
Planards,  9197  ft.,  at  the  head  of  the 
small  Val  des  Planards. 

The  church  dates  from  the  nth 
cent.,  and  has  a  flne  carillon  of 
bells.  An  inscription  recording"  the 
ravages  of  an  Ismaelita  cohors  in 
the  loth  cent,  exists  in  the  church. 
Between  a.  d.  890  and  973  the 
western  Alpine  passes  were  infested 
by  bands  of  Saracenic  freebooters 
from  Fraxinetum,  a  stronghold  on 
the  coast  of  Provence,  near  Frejus. 
In  940  they  crossed  the  St.  Bernard 
and  burnt  the  monastery  of  St, 
Maurice.  In  973,  St.  Majolus,  Abbot 
of  Cluny,  was  taken  prisoner  at  the 
bridge  of  Orsieres,  and  ransomed  for 
a  large  sum,  . 

The  points  GsdledLeMourin^goSs  ft.), 
to  the  W.  of  Bourg  Saint  Pierre,  and 
the  Croix  de  Tzouss  (9285  ft.),  to  the  S., 
may  be  gained  without  difficulty  in  3 
hrs.,  and  command  glorious  views. 
From  the  former  it  is  possible  to 
descend  to  the  Cantine  de  Proz  or  to 
Orsieres. 

The  brothers  Bailey,  of  Bourg  St, 
Pierre,  in  1858,  discovered  the  route 
from  this  place  to  the  summit  of  the 
Grand  Combin  by  the  Col  des 
Maisons  Blanches.  [L.  is  the  Valsorey, 
up  which  lies  the  rte,  to  Mauvoisin 
by  the  Col  des  Maisons  Blanches  (Rte. 
136),  to  Chanrion  by  the  Col  du 
Sonadon  (Rte,  136),  to  the  top  of  Mt. 
Velan  (see  below)  and  that  of  the 
Grand  Combin  (Rte.  136').  At  the 
head  of  the  Valsorey  glacier,  nearly 
due  S.,  lies  the  Col  de  Valsorey  or  des 
Chamois,  an  easy  glacier  pass  (5  hrs. 
from  Bourg  St,  Pierre),  leading  to 
Val  d’Ollomont,  and  in  about  si 
from  the  Col  to  Valpelline  (Rte. 
■132).] 
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On  leaving  Bourg  St. Pierre  the  road 
crosses  a  deep  abyss,  through  which 
the  Dranse  forces  its  way.  (On  the 
1.  the  torrent,  descending  from  the 
Valsorey  Glacier,forms  a  magnificent 
cascade.)  It  then  passes  round  the 
foot  of  a  great  mound,  on  which  is 
the  garden  of  Alpine  plants  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  Genevese  ‘Association 
Internationale  pour  la  Protection 
des  Plantes  Alpines,’  and  called  La 
Linnaea  (admittance  50 cents.). 

The  old  path  led  through  the 
forest  of  St.  Pierre,  among  rocks  and 
roots  of  pines,  and  was  so  steep  and 
tortuous  that  Napoleon’s  difficulties 
in  transporting  his  artillery  were 
here,  perhaps,  the  greatest  that  he 
encountered  on  the  pass  from  natural 
obstacles.  The  present  road,  cut 
along  the  precipices  which  overhang 
the  deep  course  of  the  Dranse,  avoids 
the  steep  rises  and  falls,  and  leads 
by  an  easy  ascent  through  a  savage 
defile. 

Beyond  the  forest,  where  the 
pines  are  stunted  from  their  eleva¬ 
tion  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  the 
traveller  arrives  at  some  pastures  on 
which  there  are  many  chalets.  This 
is  the  plain  of  Proz,  where  amidst 
the  shelter  of  surrounding  moun¬ 
tains,  numerous  herds  gather  the 
rich  herbage.  The  char-road  ceases 
about  2  hrs.  below  the  Hospice  at 

3|  m.  The  little  Inn  (rather  rough) 
called  the  Cantine  de  Proz,  5912 
ft.  [Hence  the  ascent  of  Mt.  Vdan 
[  12,353  ft.),  can  be  made  in  10  hrs. 
6  hrs.  up. 

This  mountain  was  first  ascended 
in  1779  by  M.  Murith,  prior  of  the 
Great  St.  Bernard.  The  first  part 
of  the  ascent  (guide  25  fr.)  is  up  the 
pastures  of  the  Montagne  de  Proz,  on 
the  N.  bank  of  the  torrent,  and  by 
steep,  stony  slopes  to  the  Glacier 
de  Proz.  This  is  traversed  to  the 
bergschrund  at  its  head  in  i  hr., 
or  about  3|  hrs.  from  the  Cantine. 
Here  the  main  mass  of  the  Velan  is 
reached,  which  rises  in  a  wall  of 
rock,  over  2000  ft.  high.  It  is  not 
difficult,  and  may  be  climbed  by  any 
one  of  numerous  buttresses.  The  top 

l^Sioitz.  II.] 


is  a  saddle-shaped  plain  of  snow, 
perhaps  ^  m.  in  length,  and  being 
situated  between  Mt.  Blanc  and 
Mte.  Rosa,  and  close  to  the  Grand 
Combin,  commands  an  exceedingly 
fine  view.  It  is  better  to  descend 
by  the  glacier  and  valley  of  Valsorey  to 
Bourg  St.  Pierre.  This  will  take  from 
4  to  5  hrs.,  and,  for  the  exquisite 
beauty  of  the  glacier  itself,  and 
grandeur  of  the  near  scenery— it 
does  not  command  distant  views — 
the  rte.  is  scarcely  to  be  surpassed 
in  the  Alps.  The  descent  for  some 
way  is  along  the  crest  of  rocks 
which  bounds  the  glacier  of  Val¬ 
sorey  on  the  side  of  Italy,  and  very 
steep.  At  the  junction  of  the 
Glacier  du  Tzeudet  formerly  existed 
the  little  lake  of  Goille  a  Vassu, 
described  by  De  Saussure.  Those 

bound  for  Aosta  mav  descend  as 

%/ 

they  came,  and  cross  the  Col  de 
Mouleina  or  d’Annibcd  (9859  ft.\  at  the 
head  of  the  Proz  Glacier,  A  more 
direct  descent  on  the  S.  side  has  been 
effected  to  Etroubles,  and  one  on  the 
E.  side  to  the  Val  d’Ollomont.  A 
more  direct  rte.  to  Etroubles  from 
the  Cantine  de  Proz  is  the  Col  de 
Menouve,  (9062  ft.),  7  hrs.] 

On  rising  above  the  plain  of  Proz 
the  path  to  the  Hospice  enters 
another  defile,  and  beyond  it  another 
summer  pasturage,  steep  and  rugged  ; 
the  scene  becomes  more  sterile  and 
dreary,  another  ravine  is  passed, 
and  the  summit  is  approached. 
Near  the  path  is  a  cairn,  under 
which  are  buried  the  bodies  of  some 
workmen  killed  Nov,  19,  1874,  by  a 
‘veurra,’  or  whirlwind  raising  the 
snow  in  a  sort  of  frozen  waterspout, 
A  little  higher  up,  an  inscription 
records  the  fate  of  two  canons  and  a 
‘maronnier,’  or  lay  brother,  who 
perished  at  the  same  time.  At 
length,  after  crossing  some  beds  of 
snow,  the  solitary  walls  of  the 

5]  m.  Hospice  appear,  and  the 
traveller  reaches,  on  the  very  crest 
of  the  pass,  this  dwelling  in  the 
clouds,  81 1 1  English  feet  above  the 
sea. 

Here,  in  the  practice  of  the  most 
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during  the  winter,  are  in  November, 
Februaiy,  March,  and  April.  As 
many  as  2000  per  month  will  pass 
in  February  and  March,  because  the 
poor  inhabitants  of  the  valleys  are 
then  going  out  to  seek  work  ;  in 
November  they  come  home  with 
money  in  their  pockets. 

‘A  column  opposite  the  middle 
of  the  lake  marks  the  boundary  of 
Piedmont  and  the  Valais  ;  above 
and  beyond  it,  is  the  little  plain  of 
.Jupiter,  where  a  temple  formerly 
stood,  and  from  which  a  Roman 
road  led  down  on  the  Piedmontese 
side  of  the  pass.  This  road  may  be 
traced  in  the  hewn  rock,  and  the 
remains  of  a  massive  pavement ;  but 
not  a  vestige  of  the  temple  is  left 
above  the  surface.’ — Brockedon  (re¬ 
vised'. 

There  is  historical  evidence  that 
a  monastery  existed  in  Bourg  St. 
Pierre  in  812,  and  here  by  the  year 

859- 

The  present  hospice  was  founded 
by  Bernard,  who  was  born  of  a 
noble  family  of  Savoy,  at  the  cha¬ 
teau  of  Menthon,  on  the  Lake  of  An¬ 
necy,  and  was  archdeacon  of  Aosta. 
He  died  most  probably  in  1081.  For 
some  time  after  the  death  of  St. 
Bernard  the  hospice  was  exposed  to 
frequent  outrages  from  barbarians 
who  traversed  the  mountains  ;  and 
its  records  in  the  nth  cent,  present 
a  succession  of  calamities.  The  date 
962,  usually  given  as  that  of  the 
foundation  of  the  hospice,  is  an  im¬ 
possible  one,  as  the  Saracens  then 
held  the  pass.  Possibly  since  1154, 
certainly  since  1215,  it  has  been 
served  by  Austin  canons  regular, 
the  mother  house  being  at  Mar- 
tigny. 

‘  It  soon  acquired  celebrity  and 
opulence.  As  early  as  1177,  it  had, 
in  various  dioceses,  88  benefices, 
priories,  cures,  chMeaux,  and  farms  ; 
it  had  lands  in  Sicily,  in  Flanders, 
and  in  England.  Its  climax  of 
riches  and  importance  was  in  1480, 
when  it  possessed  98  livings.  Sub¬ 
sequently,  however,  the  Reforma¬ 
tion,  political  changes  in  the  states. 


loss  of  distant  property,  disputes 
with  the  popes,  with  the  neighbour¬ 
ing  states,  and  with  each  other, 
drove  the  canons  of  St.  Bernard  to 
seek  even  eleemosynary  assistance. 
Very  little  property  in  land  now  be¬ 
longs  to  the  hospice  ;  a  vineyard  at 
Clarens  and  a  farm  at  Roche,  in  the 
Pays  de  Vaud,  are  the  principal  : 
their  resources  are  small,  and  in  aid 
of  them  collections  are  regularly 
made  in  the  Swiss  cantons.’ — Brocke¬ 
don. 

Buonaparte  rather  impoverished 
than  enriched  the  monks.  It  was 
true  that  he  assisted  them  with 
donations,  but  his  claims  upon  their 
funds  exceeded  his  benefits  ;  40  men 
were  quartered  upon  them  for 
months  together,  and  60,000  passed 
in  one  season,  and  all  these  were 
assisted. 

Near  the  convent  is  the  Morgue,  or 
receptacle  for  the  dead.  It  is  a  low 
building,  where  the  bodies  of  the 
unfortunate  victims  to  storms  and 
avalanches  in  these  mountains  have 
been  placed.  They  have  generally 
been  found  frozen,  and  put  into  this 
horrid  receptacle,  tied  on  to  the 
long  narrow  boards  which  have 
served  as  litters  to  transport  them 
from  the  spot  where  they  were 
found.  Here  many  have  ‘  dried  up 
and  withered,’  and  on  some  even 
the  clothes  have  remained  after  18 
years.  In  a  walled  enclosure  on 
one  side  of  the  Morgue  was  a  great 
accumulation  of  bones,  white,  bro¬ 
ken,  and  apparently  the  gathering  of 
centuries. 

From  the  hospice,  the  Mont  Velan 
A2,353  ft.)  can  be  ascended  by  the 
Proz  Glacier  in  5  or  6  hrs.  Nearer 
at  hand  are  the  Chenalette  (9479  ft.  ^ 
and  Mont  Mort  (9403  ft.\  each  acces¬ 
sible  in  I  hr.  or  i|  hr.  ;  the  Pic  de 
Dronaz,  or  Pointe  des  Lacerandes 
(9676  ft.),  takes  2|  hrs.  For  the  di¬ 
rect  rtes.  to  Courmayeur,  see  Rte. 
134  c  and  Rte.  137  c. 

[Should  the  traveller  desire  to  re¬ 
turn  to  Martigny  by  a  different  rte., 
he  may  cross  the  Col  de  Fenetre  to 
the  Swiss  Val  Ferret  (Rte.  137  b  , 
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and  then  either  descend  to  Orsiferes, 
or  cross  the  Col  des  Planards  to  Bourg 
St.  Pierre,  or  the  Col  des  Nevi  de  la 
Rossa  to  Liddes.  A  pleasant  high- 
level  rte.  is  to  go  fi*om  the  Cantine 
de  Proz,  by  the  Porgnon  pastures,  to 
the  Moiirin  (9085  ft.'),  3  hrs.,  and 
thence  reach  Orsieres  by  the  Tzisset- 
taz  chalets,  the  Tour  de  Bavon,  and 
the  Bavon  chalets — in  all  9  hrs.  to 
Orsieres.] 

On  leaving  the  hospice  to  descend 
to  the  Val  d’ Aosta,  the  path  skirts 
the  lake,  beside  which  is  the  boun¬ 
dary-stone  between  Switzeidand  and 
Italy,  and  runs  between  it  and  the 
Plan  de  Jupiter.  A  little  farther, 
after  passing  through  a  short  defile, 
the  scene  opens  towards  Italy,  into 
the  basin  of  the 

Vacherie,  where  the  cows  of  the 
convent  are  pastured.  The  road 
turns  abruptly  to  the  rt.,  and  sweeps 
round  the  basin  to  descend  gradu¬ 
ally  to  the  plain  below. 

The  view  on  first  looking  out  upon 
the  Vacherie,  from  the  gorge  in  the 
Mont  Mort,  is  very  fine  ;  the  moun¬ 
tains  on  the  opposite  side  are  grand 
in  form  and  elevation  :  the  most 
striking  being  the  Pam  de  S^^cre, 
celebrated  by  De  Saussure. 

At  the  lower  end  of  the  Vacherie 
the  path  winds  down  by  zigzags, 
and  the  descent  is  rapid  to 

4  m.  St.  Remy,  a  dreary  little 
village.  Here  I'eturn  chars  to  Aosta 
may  generally  be  obtained  for  10  fr. 
Travellers  who  leave  Aosta  to  visit 
the  hospice  in  a  char  for  St.  Remy, 
and  intend  to  return,  cause  it  to 
wait  for  them  here  for  4  or  6  hrs., 
and  pay  20  fr.  for  the  char  for 
the  day,  with  a  bonnemain  to  the 
driver. 

Here  is  the  Italian  custom-house. 
[F  rom  St.  Remy  a  pedestrian  may 
reach  in  5  or  6  hrs.  the  summit  of 
the  Mont  Fallcre  (10,046  ft.) — superb 
view — and  may  descend  to  Aosta  in 
4  hrs.  by  the  Sarre  chalets.]  From 
St.  Remy  the  road  descends,  with 
little  interest  in  the  scenery,  to 

St.  Oyen.  At 


4^  m.  Etroubles  [Hence  a  high 
path  winds  round  the  mountain¬ 
side  past  Doues  to  the  village  of 
Valpelline  thus  enabling  a  traveller 
to  reach  the  Col  de  Fenetre  and  Val 
de  Bagnes  by  an  easy  rte.  from  tiu! 
Hospice.],  the  St.  Bernard  branch 
of  the  Buthier  is  crossed,  and  the 
road  descends  to  Gignod,  where  the 
vegetation  begins  to  be  luxuriant, 
and  the  effects  of  an  Italian  climate 
are  felt  and  seen.  Here  there  is  a 
fine  peep  into  the  Valpelline.  Be¬ 
low  Gignod  the  richness  of  the  sce¬ 
nery  is  constantly  increasing.  Trel- 
lised  vines  and  Indian  corn  mark 
the  approach  to  the  valley  of  Aosta, 
and  the  first  view  of  its  ancient, 
city,  where  the  background  is  filled 
with  the  magnificent  forms  and 
snowy  summits  of  the  range  of  Mt. 
Emilius  is  very  fine  indeed. 

10  m.  Aosta  iRte.  134). 
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MARTIGNY  TO  AOSTA,  BY  THE  VAL 
DE  BAGNES  AND  COL  DE  FE- 
Nf:TRE. 


Hrs.' 

walking. 

Martigny 

2}  .  .  Sembrancher  (car¬ 

riage-road) 


o] 

3*^ 

3} 

I9- 


.  Chable 
.  Champsec 
.  Lourtier  (bridle-patli) 
.  Mauvoisin 
Cher  montane 
Col  de  Fenetre 
.  Valpelline  (carriage- 
road) 

3  .  .  Aosta 

This  fertile  and  beautiful  valley 
can  be  visited  with  convenience 
since  the  establishment  of  the  little 
Inn  at  Mauvoisin.  Carriage-road 
as  far  as  Lourtier,  mule-])ath  thence 
to  Valpelline.  Diligence  to  Chable 
in  3}  hrs.  from  Martigny. 

Martigny  to 
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Comhin  de  Corbassihe  rises  to  the 
N.W.  and  farther  N.  is  Les  Follats, 
liere  called  Petit  Comhin.  Tlie  ascent 
lies  N.W.  from  Manvoisin  to  the 
small  glacier  of  Otanes,  and  a  gap 
in  the  ridge  above  it,  the  Col  des 
Otanes.  From  this  the  rocks  are 
somewhat  steep  down  to  the  Corbas- 
si6re  glacier  (near  this  point  is  the 
Club  hut  of  Panossiere),  which  is 
crossed,  and  ascended  on  the  W. 
bank,  and  close  under  the  snows  of 
the  Grand  Combin  to  the  col,  11,241 
ft.  The  way  down  is  by  steep 
rocks  and  a  snow  gully,  to  the 
stream  from  the  Valsorey  Glacier^  by 
which  the  way  is  easy  to  Bourg  St. 
Pierre. 

From  the  head  of  the  Corbassibre 
glacier,  an  easier  and  more  beautifixl 
pass,  the  Col  de  Panosseyre  ( 11,150  ft.') 
leads  by  the  Boveyre  glacier  and 
chalets  to  Bourg  St.  Pierre  in  rather 
less  time  than  the  Maisons  Blanches. 
From  the  head  of  the  Corbassiere 
glacier  it  is  perfectly  easy  to  ascend 
either  the  Combin  de  Corbassiere  (12,212 
ft.)  by  its  W.  ridge,  or  the  Petit  Corn- 
bin  (12,045  ft)  in  I  hr.  more.  Both 
command  glorious  views  on  all  sides, 
and  are  short  expeditions  when 
taken  from  the  Panossiere  Club  hut. 

Other  passes  lead  across  the  Cor- 
bassiSre  glacier  to  Orsieres.  The 
Col  des  Pauvres  reaches  the  glacier 
near  its  foot.  It  is  then  necessary 
to  cross  two  high  ridges,  first  the 
Col  des  Avolions,  and  then  the  Col  de 
VAset,  or  de  I’Ane.  It  is  10  hrs.  by 
this  rte.  from  Mauvoisin  to  Liddes 
in  the  Val  d’Entremont. 

The  Grand  Combin  (14,164  ft.  ), 
known  in  the  Val  de  Bagnes  as  the 
Graffeneire,  is  the  giant  of  this  part 
of  the  Pennine  chain,  but  so  shut  in 
by  lofty  ridges  that  it  is  seldom  seen 
from  the  adjoining  valleys.  For 
this  reason,  from  the  confusion  of 
names,  and  the  near  neighbourhood 
of  a  second  peak  nearly  as  high, 
there  has  been  some  difficulty  in 
identifying  it.  Its  ascent  from  Mau¬ 
voisin  is  long  and  fatiguing,  and  at 
one  point,  overhanging  seracs  make 
the  descent  in  the  afternoon  a  little 


dangerous  for  a  short  distance.  M. 
Devi  lie  in  i860  was  the  first  to 
reach  the  higher  S.  peak.  The  peak 
has  since  been  climbed  in  one  day. 
from  Bourg  St.  Pierre,  and  back  again 
by  way  of  the  Col  des  Maisons 
Blanches.  The  steep  S. face, overhang¬ 
ing  the  Col  du  Sonadon,  has  also  been 
climbed.  A  shorter  I'oute,  striking 
up  the  face  of  the  mountain  before 
reaching  the  Sonadon  Gl.,  has  also 
been  discovered.  On  the  Mauvoisin 
side  the  best  starting-point  is  the 
Panossiere  Club  hut,  on  the  Valsorey 
side,  a  hut  built  by  the  Baileys,  2^ 
hrs.  below  the  Col  des  Maisons 
Blanches.  The  safest  way  up  the 
peak  is  by  the  rocky  W.  ridge  from 
that  col — not  difficult  when  the 
rocks  are  free  from  snows. 

The  two  most  useful  passes  to  the 
Val  d’ Herernence  and  Arolla  are  the 
easy  Col  de  Seilon,  by  the  Getroz  Gla¬ 
cier,  described  above  (Rte.  131. 
Passes  c ',  and  the  higher  Col  de  Bre- 
ney  (11,877  ft.)  The  latter  is  the 
finest  pass  for  mountaineers,  es¬ 
pecially  if  combined  with  the  ascent 
of  the  Pigne  d’ Arolla  (under  i  hr. 
from  the  col).  The  glacier  is  reached 
from  a  long  grass  plateau,  leading  for 
nearly  3  m.  S.S.E.  from  the  path  to 
the  Getroz  chalets,  and  most  easily 
reached  from  the  Chanrion  Club  hut. 
The  N.  side  of  the  glacier  is  ascen¬ 
ded,  and  the  ice-fall,  the  most  likely 
soui'ce  of  trouble,  has  been  found 
easy.  The  col  lies  between  the  Pi¬ 
gne  d’ Arolla  and  the  N.  end  of  the 
Serpentine  ridge.  The  easiest  de¬ 
scent  from  the  col  is  by  the  Glacier 
de  Seilon  'see  Pigne  d' Arolla.,  Rte. 
131').  The  Col  de  Chermonfane,  leading 
up  the  magnificent  Hautemma  Gl.. 
is  also  a  fine  pass  to  Arolla  1  Rte.  131, 
Passes  For  the  Col  de  VEveque 

and  the  direct  high-level  rte.  to 
Zermatt  by  that  pass  and  the  Col 
de  Bertol  see  Rte.  13 1,  3  b  and  c. 
The  most  tempting  ascent  on  this 
side  of  the  valley  is  perhaps  tlu* 
Mont  Plenreur  ( 12, 159  ft. )  :  it  has  been 
ascended  from  the  Col  de  Vasevay 
(N.  of  the  peak)  by  passing  S.  along 
the  ridge,  under  the  highest  rocks  of 
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La  Salle  111,946  It.",  but  is  best 
climbed  from  the  Col  de  Geiroz  (on 
the  way  to  the  Col  de  Seilon)  by  its 
easy  S.  face,  and  S.W.  ridge. 

The  Ridnetfe  (12,737  ^"^4 
Blanc  de  Seilon  (12,701  ft.  \  may  be 
best  climbed,  the  former  from  the 
Chanrion  Club  hut  by  its  S.  W.  ridge, 
the  latter  direct  from  the  Col  de 
Seilon. 

A  series  of  passes  has  been  de¬ 
scribed  above  (Rtes.  129,  130 \  con¬ 
necting  Arolla  and  Zermatt  (or  St. 
Niklaus',  which  deserves  notice  as 
affording  ordinary  pedestrians  a 
most  agreeable  and  varied  introduc¬ 
tion  to  some  of  the  finest  scenery  of 
the  Alps.  Persons  able  to  cross  the 
Col  de  Seilon,  a  pass  little  harder 
than  the  Theodule,  may  thus  go 
from  Martigny  to  Zermatt,  by  what 
may  be  said  to  form  a  Middle  Level 
Rle.  between  the  mountaineers’ 
passes  and  the  Rhone  valley,  in¬ 
cluding  in  order  from  the  W.  the 
following  pleasant  halting-places — 
Mauvoisin,  Arolla,  Evolena,  Zinal, 
St.  Luc,  Zmeiden.  Mules  may  be 
taken  from  Arolla  to  St.  Niklaus, 
and  heavier  luggage  sent  by  post  to 
any  point. 


Above  Mauvoisin  the  valley  to  its 
head  (9  ni. )  is  savage  and  solitary,  a 
few  huts  of  herdsmen  being  the  only 
habitations.  A  j  hr.’s  descent  brings 
the  traveller  to  the  waterfall  and 
heap  of  ice  below  the  Getroz  Glacier 
mentioned  above.  Here  1.  (10  min.' 
is  a  bridge  and  path  leading  up  to 
the  chalets  of  Getroz,  and  towards  the 
Cols  de  Getroz,  de  Seilon,  and  du 
Mont  Rouge.  The  bed  of  the  lake  is 
passed,  the  cliffs  to  the  1.  being 
beautifully  draped .  with  cascades, 
which  float  away  on  the  wind.  In 
I  hr.  the  path  crosses  to  the  E.  bank 
at  the  2  chalets  of  Vingt-huit,  above 
which  are  the  Glacier  de  Zessetta  and 
Tour  de  Boussine,  a  buttress  of  the 
Grand  Combin.  The  little  I?m  at 
Lancey  has  been  ruined  by  an  aval¬ 
anche.  In  another  |  hr.,  having 


recrossed  the  stream,  the  traveller 
looks  up  the  Glacier  de  Breney,  de¬ 
scending  from  the  Pigne  d’Arolla. 
[Here  1.  by  a  bridge  to  Chanrion.] 
Steep  zigzags  bring  him  in  j  hr.  to 
the  Glacier  du  Mord  Durand,  which  bars 
the  way,  extending  to  the  precipices 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  valley. 
It  is  easily  crossed,  even  by  mules, 
and  in  i  hr.  the  dirty  hovel  of 

Grande  Chermontane  (7317  ft. 
is  reached,  at  the  foot  of  the  Glacier 
d’Hautemma,  where  mountaineers 
used  to  pass  the  night  in  the  midst 
of  magnificent  scenery,  but  also  of 
mud,  pigs,  and  cattle.  On  the  alp 
to  the  E.  are  the  hut  and  lake  of 
Chanrion,  close  to  which  an  admirably 
situated  Club  hut  has  been  built  by 
the  Swiss  Alpine  Club  (8071  ft\  3-4 
Ill’s,  from  Mauvoisin.  Hence  the 
Pointe  d’Hautemma  (11,136  ft.],  im¬ 
mediately  to  the  W.  can  be  reached 
by  its  W.  face  and  S.  ridge,  or  any 
of  the  other  peaks  or  j)asses  round 
the  Breney  and  Ilautemma  Glaciers. 

[The  following  are  the  chief  passes 
S.  and  W.  from  the  head  of  V.  de 
Bagnes. 

The  route  to  the  Col  du  Sonadon 
mounts  from  Chermontane  to  the 
Glacier  du  Mont  Durand,  passing  its 
ice-falls  along  the  rocks  either  of  the 
N.  or  S.  bank.  [Several  notches  in 
the  ridge  S.  of  the  Mont  Durand 
Glacier  afford  access  to  the  By  Alp 
at  the  head  of  the  Val  d’Ollomont.  j 
The  col  (11,446  ft.)  lies  directly 
under  the  cliffs  of  the  Grand  Com¬ 
bin,  on  the  ridge  connecting  that 
mountain  with  the  main  chain.  On 
the  W.  side  is  the  chief  difficulty. 
Below  the  first  snow-slopes  the 
Glacier  du  Sonadon  is  descended  for 
about  500  yds.,  when  it  becomes 
impassable.  Erom  this  point  the 
course  is  along  the  face  of  steep  rocks 
on  the  N.  side,  and  down  a  gully 
raked  by  falling  stones  to  the  lower 
level  of  the  glacier.  It  is  possible 
to  avoid  this  dangerous  gully  by 
climbing  over  a  lofty  spur  of  the 
Grand  Combin,  due  N.  of  the  col. 
Mauvoisin  to  St.  Pierre  about  10  hrs. 

To  the  Upper  Valjjelline  lead  the 
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glacier  passes  of  the  Col  de  CrUe  Shhe 
and  Col  d’Oren  (or  de  la  Reuse  de 
I’Arolla)  (Rte.  132).] 

A  rapid  ascent  by  cattle-tracks, 
above  the  Fenetre  glacier,  with  grand 
view  of  the  frosted  ribs  of  Mont 
Gele,  brings  the  traveller  in  hr. 
from  Chermontane  to  the 

3  m.  Col  de  Fenetre,  9141  ft.  above 
the  sea.  Calvin  is  said  to  have  fled 
by  this  pass  from  Aosta  in  1536. 
The  ruined  walls  and  entrenchments 
were  thrown  up  in  1688  (as  on  the 
St.  Theodule)  by  order  of  the  Duke 
of  Savoy  to  prevent  the  exiled 
Vaudois  from  re-entering  his  domi¬ 
nions. 

[Mont  Avril  (10,962  ft.),  is  easily 
ascended  from  the  Col  de  Fenetre 
in  hr.,  by  slopes  of  debris.  It 
commands  a  splendid  view  of  the 
Grand  Combin.] 

‘  The  view  towards  Italy  is  won¬ 
derfully  striking.  The  Cogne  moun¬ 
tains  beyond  Aosta,  and  the  glaciers 
of  the  Rutor,  are  spread  out  in  the 
distance,  and  beneath  we  have  the 
exceeding  deep  valley  of  Ollomont, 
communicating  with  the  Valpellina, 
which  is  itself  a  tributary  of  the  Val 
d’Aosta.  The  col  is  enclosed  by 
ridges  of  the  most  fantastic  and  sa¬ 
vage  grandeur,  which  descend  from 
the  mountains  on  either  side  ;  on 
the  N.E.  from  Mont  Combin,  rising 
to  a  height  of  14,164  ft.,  and  on  the 
S.E.  from  Mont  Gele,  ii,539 
high,  and  almost  too  steep  to  bear 
snow,  presenting  a  perfect  ridge  of 
pyramidal  aiguilles  stretching  to¬ 
wards  Valpellina." — Prof.  Forbes. 

The  course  from  the  Col  de  Fene¬ 
tre  to  Valpelline  is  to  skirt  the  base 
of  the  .jagged  ridges  of  Mont  Gele  by 
following  the  mule-track,  passing  a 
small  lake,  by  a  rapid  descent  to  high 
pastures.  [From  the  highest  chalets 
the  Mont  Gele  (11,539  ft.),  may  be 
easily  gained  in  3^-4  hrs.  by  a  rocky 
gorge  to  the  N.E.,  and  the  easy  Gla¬ 
cier  de  la  Balme.  The  view  up  the 
Hautemma  Glacier  and  down  the 
Val  de  Bagnes  is  most  striking ; 
while  the  descent  may  be  made 
across  the  Balme  Glacier  to  the  Val¬ 


pelline.]  The  descent  is  long  and 
fatiguing  to  Balme,  the  first  hamlet, 
and  to  Ollomont,  where  there  are 
copper  mines,  and  traces  of  an 
aqueduct  built  by  the  Romans  for 
the  supply  of  water  to  Augusta 
Praetoria. 

10  m.  Valpelline,  at  the  entrance 
of  the  valley  of  the  same  name, 
with  a  fine  view  of  the  Becca  di 
Nona  and  Mt.  Emilius.  From  this 
village  a  beautiful  carriage-road 
leads  to 

8  m.  Aosta  (Rte.  134  '. 


ROUTE  137. 

MARTIGNY,  OR  THE  ST.  BERNARD, 
TO  COURMAYEUR. 

A.  By  the  Col  Ferret. 

B.  By  the  Col  de  Fenetre. 

C.  By  the  Col  Serena. 

A.  Col  Ferret. 

Orsieres  to  Courmayeur,  9  to  10 
hrs. 

The  most  direct  route  from  Mar- 
tigny  and  the  Valais  to  the  S.  side 
of  Mont  Blanc  is  by  the  Col  Ferret. 
The  scenery  on  the  Piedmontese  side 
is  fine. 

The  route  from  Martigny  to  Or¬ 
sieres  has  been  described,  Rte.  135. 
Char-road  from  Orsieres  as  far  as  La 
Folly,  chiefly  used  by  hay-carts. 
Curiously  diminutive  cows  draw 
these  conveyances. 

At  Orsieres  the  road  turns  off 
on  the  rt.,  and  enters  the  Val  Fer¬ 
ret,  that  name  being  given  to  the 
valley  on  the  Swiss  side,  as  well  as  to 
the  Piedmontese  valley  descending 
from  thence  towards  Courmayeur, 
and  forming,  in  fact,  a  continuation 
of  the  Allee  Blanche.  The  road  to 
the  col  mounts  along  the  bank  of 
the  torrent,  and,  after  pursuing  a 
tolerable  road  to  Ville  d'Issert  1,40 
i  min.),  the  principal  village,  ascends 
I  rapidly  towards  the  higher  hamlet 
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of  Praz  de  Fort  (20  min.)  opposite  the 
end  of  the  Glacier  de  Saleinaz.  The 
mountains  which  bound  the  valley 
towards  the  W.  are  lofty,  and  crowned 
by  those  vast  glaciers  of  the  chain 
of  Mont  Blanc  which  descend  to¬ 
wards  the  Val  Ferret. 

Looking  back  the  traveller  may 
notice  the  Pierre  d  Voir,  but  there 
is  nothing  very  remarkable  in  the 
scenery  of  the  Swiss  Val  Ferret. 
Beyond  Praz  de  Fort  (25  min.) 
begins  a  long  ascent  of  an  undu¬ 
lating  green  alp,  passing  numerous 
hay  chalets,  (at  those  of  Seiloz  is  a 
small  Inn),  and  afterwards  some 
forest  to 

La  Folly  (i  hr.  20  min.),  where 
an  opening  on  the  rt.  discloses  a 
grand  view  of  the  Glacier  de  la  Neuva, 
descending  from  the  rocks  which 
connect  Le  Tour  Noir  (N.)  with  Mont 
Dolent  (S.),  and  over  which  lies  the 
pass  of  the  Col  cV Argentiere  (Rte.  142). 
It  is  a  splendid  ampitheatre  of  rocks 
and  ice,  with  firs  in  the  foreground, 
and  a  remarkable  slate  wall  under 
Mt.  Dolent.  Here  the  path  and 
valley  bend  to  the  1.,  to  the 

Chalets  de  Ferret  (35min.),with 
a  small  chapel,  and  rich  pastures  on 
the  mountain  sides.  About  |  m. 
farther,  crossing  the  detritus  of  a 
mountain  which  fell  in  the  year 
1776,  burying  the  pasturages  of  Ban 
d’Arrey,  the  path  divides — straight 
on  for  the  Col  de  Fenetre  and  tlie 
Great  St.  Bernard,  rt.  passing  the 
stream  and  ascending  a  wild  solitary 
alp  to  the 

Col  Ferret  (i|  hr.\  8321  ft.  above 
the  sea. 

[A  short  path  leads  from  La  Folly 
to  another  col,  nearer  the  chain  of 
Mont  Blanc,  called  Le  Petit  Ferret  (8176 
ft.).  It  is  not  a  mule-path,  and  the 
distant  views  are  inferior.  The 
paths  re-unite  at  Pre  du  Bar.] 

The  woods  and  pasturages  of  part 
of  the  Swiss  Val  Ferret  belong  to  the 
Convent  of  the  Great  St.  Bernard. 

From  the  crest  of  the  Col,  the  view 
along  the  S.E.  side  of  Mont  Blanc 
j  towards  Piedmont,  is  one  of  the 


scenes  celebrated  by  De  Saussure. 
The  eye  is  carried  through  the  Val 
Ferret  and  the  Allee  Blanche  to  the 
Col  de  la  Seigne,  a  distance  of  18  m. 
Numerous  glaciers  are  seen  on  the 
rt.,  streaming  down  into  the  vallej' 
from  the  ridge  of  Mont  Blanc  ;  but 
the  ‘Monarch’  himself  is  not  seen — 
the  enormous  masses  of  the  Grandes 
Jorasses  and  the  Geant  conceal  him 
in  this  view.  In  the  opposite  direc¬ 
tion  are  the  Grand  Combin  and 
other  mountains  at  the  head  of  the 
Val  d’Entremont. 

The  descent  is  over  a  soft  slaty 
soil,  wherein  the  tracks  of  cattle  have 
cut  deep  trenches,  in  which  if  a 
man  stand  he  is  half  concealed. 

25  min.  bring  a  j)edestrian  to  the 
Chalets  of  Pre  de  Bar  at  the  foot  of  the 
Glacier  du  Mont  Dolent,  and  20  min. 
more  to  the  level  of  the  valley,  close 
to  the  vast  moraine  of  the  Glacier  de 
Triolet,  an  ice-stream  descending  from 
the  Mt.  Dolent  and  A  ig.  de  Triolet. 

The  road  now  runs  amidst  rocks 
and  stones  and  bushes,  'and  com¬ 
mands  a  wild  scene  of  Alpine  deso¬ 
lation.  The  valley  is  narrow,  flat, 
and  marshy,  and  each  rift  on  the 
mountain  side  towards  Mont  Blanc 
has  its  glacier  hanging  from  the 
summit.  Not  less  than  6  distinct 
glaciers  are  passed  in  the  course  of 
this  valley  before  reaching  the  vil¬ 
lage  of  Entreves,  near  Courmayeur, 
viz.,  Gl.  du  Mont  Dolent,  Gl.  de 
Triolet,  Gl.  Freboutzie,  Gl.  des 
Grandes  Jorasses,  Gl.deRochefort,Gl. 
du  Mt.  Frety.  Three  descend  from 
the  Grandes  and  Petites  Jorasses, 
and  the  remarkable  peak  of  the 
Geant.  A  few  miserable  villages 
are  passed.  The  highest  is  Gh'uetta 
(i|  hr.  from  the  col)  ;  those  below. 
La  Vachey,  Praz  Sec,  and  Neiron.  About 
2  m.  below  Neiron  the  path  divides 
in  a  fir-wood — straight  on  by  Entre¬ 
ves  ;  1.,  crossing  the  stream,  and  by 
a  shorter  rte.,  to  Courmayeiir.  More 
than  half  the  length  of  the  valley  is 
passed,  on  the  descent,  before  Mont 
Blanc  is  seen.  When  its  i^rodigious 
mass  opens  to  the  view,  the  effect  is 
overwhelming.  Taking  the  1.  of  the 
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two  paths,  and  passing  under  the 
rocks  of  Mont  de  la  Saxe,  the  pedes¬ 
trian,  in  1 1  hr.  from  Gruetta,  reaches 

Courmayeur  (Rte,  134). 

B.  Col  de  Fenetre. 

By  allowing  2  easy  days  for  the 
journey  from  Martigny  to  Cour¬ 
mayeur  tlie  pedestrian  may  combine 
a  visit  to  the  St.  Bernard  with  the 
view  of  the  Alice  Blanche  from  the 
Col  Ferret,  which  is  one  of  the  strik¬ 
ing  scenes  in  the  tour  of  Mont  Blanc. 
Going  on  the  first  day  to  the  Hospice 
of  the  St.  Bernard  (Rte.  i35\  he  may 
take  a  guide  to  lead  him  thence  by 
the  Col  de  FenUre  (8855  ft.\  i|  hr. 
from  the  Hospice  to  the  head  of  the 
Swiss  Val  Ferret.  The  way  is  pretty 
well  traced  ;  but  a  little  fresh  snow 
would  be  sufficient  to  conceal  it, 
when  it  would  be  very  difficult  to 
find  the  true  direction.  3^  hrs. 
from  the  Hospice  suffice  to  reach 
the  point  where  this  path  joins  the 
ordinary  rte.  from  Orsieres  to  the  Col 
Ferret,  about  an  hour  below  the 
summit  of  that  pass  on  the  Swiss 
side. 

C.  Col  de  Serena. 

This  is  the  shortest  rte.  for  pedes¬ 
trians  from  the  Great  St.  Bernard 
to  Courmayeur.  It  is  not,  however, 
a  very  interesting  pass.  A  path 
turns  to  the  rt.  close  to  the  Vacherie 
of  the  Hospice,  and,  winding  round 
the  slopes  of  the  mountain,  reaches 
the  chalet  at  the  foot  of  the  Col  de 
Serena,  where  it  joins  the  regular 
track.  This  is  a  considerable  short¬ 
cut,  but  is  fatiguing,  and  requires  a 
local  guide.  A  good  walker  may 
easily  get  to  Courmayeur  this  way 
in  7  hrs.  The  ordinary  rte.,  which  is 
passable  for  mules,  descends  as  far  as 
St.  Remy.  It  there  turns  rt.  to  the 
village  of  Bosses,  and  runs  through 
fields  for  |  hr.  to  the  foot  of  the  col. 
From  that  point  it  is  a  |  hr.’s  ascent 
through  a  pine-forest  to  the  last 
chalet,  where  milk  and  cheese  may 
be  obtained  as  long  as  the  cows  are 
on  the  mountain.  Here,  instead  of 
following  a  road  to  the  rt.,  go  up  the 


mountain  by  a  zigzag  path  immedi¬ 
ately  behind  the  chalet,  and  i|  hr.’s 
good  walking  will  land  you  on  the 
col  (8328  ft.).  This  part  of  the  rte. 
is  exceedingly  steep,  but  the  view 
from  the  summit  well  rewards  tl.\e 
labour.  The  scenery  is  very  wild, 
especially  towards  the  N.  and  N.W., 
offering  a  great  contrast  to  the  beau¬ 
tifully  cultivated  valley  of  Aosta, 
which  shortly  afterwards  (just  above 
the  village  of  Morge'you  see  extend¬ 
ed  at  your  feet.  From  Morge  to  Mor- 
gex,  on  the  high  road  between  Aosta 
and  Courmayeur  (Rte.  134),  is  a  walk 
down  a  stony  path  of  about  \  hr. 
Thence  to  Courmayeur  2  hrs.’  walk  ; 
in  all  about  9  hrs.  from  the  Hospice. 
The  Serena  abounds  with  ptarmigan. 

There  is  another  pass  from  the 
Hospice,  called  the  Col  de  St.  Remy, 
by  which  the  Piedmontese  Val 
Ferret  may  be  reached  over  the  Col 
d'Artereva  or  Malatra  (see  Rte.  134,  c  1. 
There  is  no  advantage  in  this  rte.  It 
is  longer  than  the  Serena,  and  you 
lose  the  view  of  the  Alice  Blanche 
from  the  Col  Ferret. 
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The  rly.  to  Chamonix  is  now  open 
as  far  as  Cluses,  and  is  being  rapidly 
pushed  on.  Three  trains  daily  from 
Geneva  are  in  correspondence  at 
Cluses  with  the  diligences,  Chamo¬ 
nix  being  thus  reached  in  about  7 
hrs.  from  Geneva,  and  St.  Gervais 
in  4 1  hrs.  Return  tickets  may  be 
had,  or  circular  tickets  allowing  a 
traveller  to  regain,  by  diligence,  the 
idy  at  Martigny  (  8  hrs.  )  or  Annecy 
(ii|  hrs.),  or  Albertville  (9  hrs.)  — 
all  pleasant  rtes.  (see  Rtes.  14 1  and 
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Tlie  rly.  (which  as  far  as  La 
Roche  is  that  to  Annecy  )  starts  from 
the  Eaux  Vives  Station  on  the  E. 
side  of  the  town,  and  runs  amid 
villas  and  gardens  to  m.)  Chene 
Stat. 

It  offers  some  fine  views  of  the 
Voirons  1.,  of  Mont  Saleve,  the  pic¬ 
turesque  red  Chateau  de  Mornex^ 
and  the  range  of  the  Jura  rt.  Soon 
after  leaving  Chene,  the  line  crosses 
a  little  stream,  the  Foron,  which 
has  its  source  in  the  Voirons,  and  is 
the  boundary  between  the  Canton  of 
Geneva  and  Savoy.  There  is  no 
customs  examination,  as  Haute 
Savoie  was  made  a  ‘free  zone,’  at 
the  time  of  the  French  annexation. 
A  little  beyond  it  is  (4^:  m.  )  Anne- 
masse  Stat.,  junction  for  Evian 
Rte.  57)  ;  a  steam  tramway  hence 
to  Samoens  (for  Sixt)  will  be  opened 
in  1891.  To  the  S.E.  the  Mole^  a 
conical  mountain,  is  seen  in  all  its 
height,  5932  ft.,  partly  concealing 
the  hollow  through  which  the  course 
to  Chamonix  lies. 

Beyond  Annemasse  the  rly.  runs 
up  the  valley  of  the  Arve,  keeping 
at  a  good  distance  from  the  1.  bank 
of  the  river,  along  the  rt.  bank  of 
which  the  carriage-road  passes.  In 
the  distance  are  seen  the  ruins  of 
the  iith  cent.  Chateau  of  Faucigny, 
which  gives  its  name  to  the  province 
of  Faucigny.  Several  small  stations 
are  passed  before  reaching  (14!  m.) 
La  Roche  sur  Foron  Stat.  Here 
the  Chamonix  line  leaves  that  to  An- 
necy(Rte.  i52\and  bendingE., crosses 
the  Borne  before  entering  (i6|  m.) 
Bonneville  Stat.,  2271  Inhab.,  be¬ 
fore  the  annexation  to  France  the 
chief  place  in  the  province  of  Eau- 
cigny,  and  now  a  sous-prefecture. 
The  top  of  the  Mole  may  be  reached 
in  3I  hrs. 

[A  beautiful  rte.  to  Annecy  (car¬ 
riage-road)  is  by  the  valley  of  the 
Borne  and  Thones  (30  m.)  (Rte. 
rSOb]. 

At  one  end  of  the  stone  bridge  — 
built  1753 — over  the  Arve,  is  a 
Column  erected  in  honour  of  King 
Charles  Felix,  and  in  gratitude  for 


his  having  added  to  the  security  of 
the  town  by  the  formation  of  strong 
embankments,  to  restrain  the  furi¬ 
ous  Arve.  It  is  surmounted  by  a 
statue  of  the  King,  and  is  72  ft. 
high.  At  the  other  end  is  a  Monu¬ 
ment  to  the  memory  of  the  Haute 
Savoie  men  killed  during  the  Franco- 
German  war  of  1870-71. 

The  rly.  and  carriage-road  now  run 
between  the  Mole  and  the  Pic  de 
Jalouvre  (7999  ft.),  which  on  the  S. 
bounds  the  valley  of  the  Arve,  here 
richly  cultivated.  After  some  time, 
the  valley  widens,  and  the  Arve  is 
joined  by  Giffre,  which,  descending 
from  the  Buet,  hows  through  the 
valley  of  Sixt.  On  the  1.,  on  a  col, 
is  Chdtillon,  through  which  lies  the 
carriage-road  (12  m.)  to  the  valley  of 
Sixt  (Rte.  143). 

[To  the  rt.,  before  reaching  Cluses, 
the  entrance  to  the  Vallee  du  Beposoir 
is  passed,  through  which  it  is  pos¬ 
sible  to  gain  St.  Jean  de  Sixt  and 
Annecy  (Rte.  150^  In  2  or  2}  hrs. 
from  the  high  road  the  Chartreuse  du 
Beposoir  is  reached.  This  is  a  large 
Carthusian  monastery,  founded  in 
1151  by  Aimo,  Baron  of  Faucigny, 
and  still  inhabited  by  monks.  It  is 
in  a  very  wild  and  secluded  position, 
and  was  several  times  visited  by  De 
Saussure,  though  rarely  by  travel¬ 
lers  since  his  time.  A  good  walker 
may,  after  spending  the  night  here, 
or  at  the  humble  Inn  at  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  hamlet  of  Pralong,  climb  (4 
to  5  hrs. )  the  Pointe  Perce'e  du  Beposoir, 
or  Mont  Fleuri  (9030  ft.  ),  which  is  so 
placed  as  to  command  the  finest 
possible  view  of  the  W.  side  of  Mont 
Blanc,  towering  above  the  basin  of 
Sallanches.  The  climb  is  a  rough 
one,  and  requires  local  knowledge. 
Pessey-Girod,  to  be  heard  of  at  the 
Chartreuse,  is  a  good  guide.  It  is 
possible,  with  knowledge  of  the 
ground,  to  descend  to  Sallanches  in 
2 1  hrs.] 

26|  m.  Cluses  Stat.  (1591  ft.  ', 
an  old  town.  Pop.  1915 — almost 
burnt  down  in  1844,  and  rebuilt 
away  from  the  mouth  of  the  gorge 
in  which  it  originally  stood.  The 
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wind  issuing  from  this  opening  used 
to  foment  any  fire  into  a  conflagra¬ 
tion,  and  from  this  cause  Cluses  has 
suffered  many  times.  The  ch.  is  th  e 
15th  cent,  chapel  of  a  Cordelier 
convent. 

.Its  inhabitants  are  employed  in 
watchmaking,  which  has  recently 
received  a  considerable  impulse  here 
by  the  foundation  of  a  Technical 
School.  [For  the  passes  to  Sixt  see 
Rte.  143.] 

On  leaving  Cluses  for  the  4I  hrs, 
drive  to  Chamonix,  the  road  is  car¬ 
ried  through  the  defile  bounded  1. 
by  the  limestone  Chame  des  Fretes. 
The  valley  is  very  narrow  nearly  all 
the  way  to  Magland,  and,  in  some 
places,  the  road  is  hemmed  in  be¬ 
tween  the  river  and  the  precipices, 
which  actually  overhang  the  travel¬ 
ler.  The  banks  are  well  wooded, 
and  the  scenery  beautiful. 

Before  arriving  at  Magland,  the 
cliffs  on  the  1.  retire  a  little,  forming 
an  amphitheatre,  which  is  filled, 
nearly  half-way  up,  with  the  debris 
of  the  mountain.  [At  the  top  of 
this  talus,  800  ft.  above  the  valley, 
is  the  Grotto  of  Balme,  to  which  a 
bridle-path  leads — 2  hrs.  there  and 
back.  At  the  hamlet  of  La  Bahne, 
mules  are  kept  for  a  visit  to  the 
grotto  (adm.  3  fr.).  The  cave  pierces 
the  mountain  for  more  than  1800  ft.  ; 
but  the  view  from  its  mouth,  owing 
to  the  narrowness  of  the  valley,  is 
limited.  The  peaks,  however,  on 
the  other  side  of  the  valley,  are  re¬ 
markably  fine  in  form,] 

3o|  m.  Magland  lies  below  the 
lofty  mountains  on  the  rt.  bank  of 
the  Arve  ;  the  commune,  which  is 
straggling,  contains  1576  Inhab.  2| 
m.  beyond  Magland,  the  road  passes 
close  to  one  of  the  highest  waterfalls 
in  Savoy,  that  of  Nant  d’Arpenaz 

853  ft.)  ;  the  stream  is  small,  and 
before  it  reaches  half  its  first  descent 
it  is  broken  into  spray,  yet  its  shape 
is  graceful,  and  after  being  nearly 
dissipated  and  dispersed  over  the 
face  of  the  precipice,  it  reforms  on 
the  slope,  and  rushing  across  the 
road  beneath  a  bridge,  it  flows  into 


the  Arve.  The  rock  of  brown  lime¬ 
stone,  from  which  it  descends,  is 
remarkable  for  its  tortuous  stratifi¬ 
cation,  forming  a  vast  curve. 

[To  Sixt,  see  Rte.  143.] 

Beyond  Magland  the  valley  in¬ 
creases  in  width,  and  rich  fields 
spread  up  the  base  of  the  mountains ; 
on  the  1.  the  Aiguille  de  Varens  rises 
8163  ft.  above  the  sea. 

36  m.  St.  Martin. 

[The  Aig.  de  Varens  may  be  as¬ 
cended  from  here,  a  severe  climb  of 
5  hrs. — the  limestone  plateau  of 
Plate  to  its  E.  is  very  curious  and 
striking.  For  passes  from  St.  Martin 
to  Sixt,  see  Rte.  143.] 

The  valley  of  Chamonix,  like  many 
others,  is  shut  in  by  a  rocky  mass, 
through  which  the  stream  cuts  its 
way  in  a  deep  ravine.  The  old  rough 
char-road  kept  to  the  rt.  bank  of  the 
river,  and  ascended  by  Chedde  and 
Servoz.  [Hence  a  mule-path  over 
the  Col  d’Anterne  leads  to  the  valley 
of  Sixt  [Rte.  143),  while  the  Buet  may 
be  ascended  from  the  head  of  the 
Diosaz  valley  (Rte.  138).]  It  crossed 
the  Arve  in  the  middle  of  the  ravine 
by  a  bridge  known  as  the  Pont 
Pelissier,  and  reached  the  valley  of 
Chamonix  by  a  very  steep  and  rough 
ascent,  called  Les  Montets  or  Montees. 

The  new  road  keeps  to  the  1.  bank, 
and  is  a  fine  example  of  the  costly  but 
splendid  engineering  works  of  the 
Second  Empire,  It  crosses  the  Arve 
to  Sallanches,  half  a  mile  from  St. 
Martin.  From  this  bridge  there  is 
a  noble  view  of  Mont  Blanc  :  the  actual 
distance  is  more  than  12  m.  in  a 
direct  line,  yet  so  sharp,  and  bright, 
and  clear  is  every  part  of  the  stu¬ 
pendous  mountain,  that  one  unused 
to  such  scenes  will  think  it  much 
nearer.  On  looking  up  the  valley 
over  the  broad  winter-bed  of  the 
Arve,  however,  objects  recede,  and 
give  the  accustomed  impressions  of 
distance  :  above  the  Arve  rises  the 
Forclas,  its  sides  clothed  with  pines, 
and  its  summit  with  pasturage.  Be¬ 
yond  these  green  heights  is  seen  the 
summit  of  Mont  Blanc,  To  the  1.  of 
it  the  Aiguille  du  Gouter  and  Dome 
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du  Gouter  ;  to  the  rt.  the  Aiguille 
de  Miage  and  Glaciers  of  Bionassay 
and  Miage. 

36I  m.  Sallanch.es  is  a  little  town 
of  wide,  straight  streets  containing 
2064  Inhab.,  risen  out  of  the  ashes 
of  one  which  was  totally  destroyed 
by  fire  on  Good  Friday,  1840,  From 
1388-1793  its  church  belonged  to  a 
chapter  of  secular  canons,  which 
from  1519  to  1786  held  the  valley  of 
Chamonix,  having  absorbed  the  old 
priory  there. 

\_Sallanches  to  St.  Gervais  le  Village,  hy 
Combloux  (4  hrs. '.  Few  of  the  tra¬ 
vellers  who  roll  along  the  dusty 
highway  are  aware  that  close  at 
hand  there  is  a  ‘  loop-road  ’  which 
commands  some  of  the  most  superb 
views  in  the  Alps.  This  road  as  far 
as  Combloux  is  part  of  the  ‘  Route 
Rationale’  to  Albertville  (Rte.  i5o\ 
over  which  diligences  run  from  Cha¬ 
monix,  thus  affording  a  pleasant 
way  of  returning  to  Geneva.  About 
a  mile  short  of  Megeve  a  signpost 
marks  the  junction  of  the  good  cross¬ 
road  to  St.  Gervais.  The  latter  road 
descends  through  meadows  and  pine 
forest,  affording  superb  glimpses  of 
the  different  peaks  of  the  Mt.  Blanc 
chain,  which  form  a  charming 
supplement  to  the  complete  pano¬ 
rama  obtained  on  the  ascent  to  Com¬ 
bloux. 

The  Pointe  Percee,  or  Mont  Fleuri 
^9030  ft.h  N.W.  of  Sallanches.  This 
is  the  best  possible  view-point  for 
Mont  Blanc.  Almost  every  summit 
of  the  chain  is  seen,  as  well  as  the 
whole  14,000  ft.  of  ascent  from  Sal¬ 
lanches,  while  the  height  and  dis¬ 
tance  of  the  Point  Percee  are  just 
sufficient  to  show  the  mountain  in 
its  true  proportions.  The  ascent 
can  be  made  without  difficulty  in  4 1 
hrs.  from  Sallanches  by  a  tolerable 
climber  ;  but  the  rte.  up  the  rocks 
of  the  final  peak  is  intricate  and 
unknown  in  the  locality.  ‘  On 
reaching  the  ridge  at  the  S.W.  base 
of  the  peak  descend  a  few  feet,  and 
then  climb  up  and  round  the  princi¬ 
pal  W.  spur  of  the  mountain,  and 
crossing  over  it  make  the  final 


ascent  by  the  great  gully  on  the  N. 
face  overlooking  the  Chartreuse  du 
Reposoir.’ 

Travellers  will  be  well  repaid  by 
mounting  from  Sallanches,  2  hrs., 
to  the  pasturages  below  the  peak, 
where  a  pleasure  chalet  has  been 
built  by  a  Lyons  merchant.  On  the 
descent,  a  beautiful  walk  past 
Cordon  and  Combloux  will  take  the 
traveller  to  St.  Gervais.] 

The  new  road  runs  along  the  plain 
to  the  village  of  (4i|  m.)  Le  Fayet, 
at  the  entrance  of  the  ravine  of 
the  Bon  Nant,  in  which  lie  the 
baths  of  St.  Gervais,  about  I  m. 
from  the  road. 

[Baths  of  St.  Gervais,  2067  ft. 
The  valley  is  beautiful,  and  there  are 
delightful  walks  for  the  convalescent. 
The  waters  are  at  105°  Fahr. — the 
heat  of  Bath  with  the  qualities  of 
Harrogate  :  they  contain  iron  and 
sulphur.  A  little  way  up  the  glen 
is  the  Cascade  du  Bon  Nant,  which, 
though  small,  is  extremely  pretty. 
In  the  view  from  above  it,  the  higher 
Alps  are  concealed  ;  but  the  lime¬ 
stone  range  of  the  Aiguille  de  Varens 
is  singularly  picturesque  in  outline 
and  detail. 

The  glen  is  a  cut  de  sac  ;  carriages 
must  return  to  the  entrance,  whence 
a  good  road  leads  up  in  |  hr.  to  the 
village  of 

St.  Gervais,  in  the  Val  de  Mont- 
joie,  2680  ft.  above  the  sea. 

Hence  there  is  a  good  road  through 
the  village  of  Bionnay  to  Contamines 
on  the  way  to  the  Bonhomme  (Rte. 

139)- 

From  St.  Gervais  to  Les  Houches 
in  the  valley  of  Chamonix  there  are 
2  mountain  mule-paths — by  the  Col 
de  Voza,  a  pass  of  great  interest,  on 
account  of  its  noble  view  of  the  chain 
of  Mont  Blanc,  5  hrs.’  walk  ;  or  by 
the  Col  de  la  Forclaz,  shorter,  but  less 
interesting.  Between  them  a  path 
leads  up  to  the  Inn  and  Restaurant  on 
the  Prarion  (6460  ft.),  which  com¬ 
mands  a  noble  view  of  Mt.  Blanc. 
It  is  easy  to  descend  from  it  to  the 
Col  de  Voza,  see  Rte.  139.] 
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The  road  now  ascends  into  the 
ravine  of  tlie  Arve.  It  is  carried 
along  a  shelf  cut  out  of  a  rocky  slope. 
The  (45|  in.)  Restaurant  du  Chdtelard 
stands  in  a  charming  grassy  glade, 
described  in  its  primitive  quietness, 
when  it  was  far  from  any  road,  by 
Mr.  Ruskin.  At  the  H.  des  Montets 
(Montees)  the  old  I’oad  from  Servoz 
falls  in.  The  defile  grows  narrower 
and  steeper.  The  snows  of  the  Dome 
du  Gouter  are  a  magnificent  object 
in  the  background. 

The  road  twice  crosses  the  river, 
and  enters  the  comparatively  level 
meadows  of  the  valley  of  Chamonix. 
The  enormous  mass  of  Mont  Blanc, 
now  in  close  proximity,  is  superb  ; 
but  the  summit  can  no  longer  be 
seen  ;  it  is  concealed  by  the  Dome 
du  Gouter,  and  the  white  glaciers 
are  seen  streaming  towards  the 
valley. 

Les  Houches,  the  first  village  in 
the  valley,  and  44:m.  from  Chamonix. 

[Here  diverges  the  path  over  the 
Col  de  Voza  to  St.  Gervais  or  Con- 
tamines,  and  so  to  the  Col  du  Bon- 
homme  (Rte.  139).] 

The  first  glacier  is  that  of  Tacon- 
naz  ;  it  is,  however,  merely  a  line  in 
comparison  with  surrounding  ob¬ 
jects,  so  that  the  traveller  will  pro¬ 
bably  be  disappointed  in  its  apparent 
size.  Numerous  torrents  are  passed, 
descending  furiously  from  the  gla¬ 
ciers,  and  cutting  deep  channels. 

Beyond  the  glacier  of  Taconnaz  is 
the  hamlet  of  Les  Bossons,  sj  m. 
from  Les  Houches,  and  opposite  the 
Glacier  des  Bossons,  which  protrudes 
its  tongue  of  clear  blue  ice  far  into 
the  valley. 

A  little  above  Les  Bossons  Cha¬ 
monix  is  seen,  and  beyond  it  the  end 
of  the  Glacier  des  Bois. 

(53  j  m.)  Chamonix. 

In  August  an  d  September  the  Hotels 
here  are  frequently  so  full  that  tra¬ 
vellers  arriving  at  night  have  diffi¬ 
culty  in  obtaining  accommodation. 
Mineral  warm  baths  near  the  H.  de 
Londres  offer  a  refreshing  and  agree¬ 
able  luxury  after  the  fatigue  of 
mountain  excursions. 


M.  Loppe,  whose  ice  and  snow- 
scenes  are  familiar  to  Londoners, 
has  a  gallery  of  Aljyine  paintings, 
which  is  well  worth  a  visit. 

Joseph  Tain'az  and  Venance  Payot 
keep  shops  for  the  sale  of  carved 
wood,  polished  stones,  crystals,  &c. 

A  monument  to  Jacques  Balmat, 
the  first  climber  of  Mont  Blanc,  was 
erected  in  1878  before  the  church, 
and  another  in  memory  of  De  Saus- 
sure  and  Jacques  Balmat  in  1887,  in 
front  of  the  H.  Royal.  To  return  to 
Geneva,  the  traveller  can  choose  be¬ 
tween  the  routes  (all  carriage-road 
and  railway)  to  Martigny  (Rte.  141) 
and  to  Annecy  or  Albertville  (Rte. 

150). 

Chamonix,  2420  Inhab.,  3445  ft. 
above  the  sea,  displays  almost  the 
bustle  of  an  English  watering-place 
in  what  was  once  a  retired  Alpine 
valley.  A  great  part  of  the  village 
was  burnt  in  1855,  and  it  has  lost 
its  pristine  simplicity. 

Chamonix,  Chamouni,  or  Le  Prieure 
as  it  is  still  locally  called  from  a 
Benedictine  Priory,  established  here 
at  the  end  of  the  iith  cent.,  was 
known  earlier  than  is  generally  ima¬ 
gined.  The  original  charter  bears 
the  seal  of  Count  Aymo  of  the 
Genevois,  and  was  made  ‘  Papa  Ur¬ 
bane  regnante’  (Pope  Urban  II.), 
which  fixes  the  date  between  1088 
and  1099 — probably  1091.  This  deed 
granted  the  vale  of  Chamonix,  from 
the  Col  de  Balme  to  the  torrent  of 
the  Diozaz  near  Servoz,  to  the  great 
Benedictine  house  of  S.  Michel  de  la 
Cluse  near  Turin,  of  which  the  priory 
of  Chamonix  (probably  founded  soon 
after)  was  a  ‘  cell’  or  dependency.  (In 
1202  we  hear  of  the  ‘  chaplain  ’  of 
Chamonix,  in  1205  one  Peter  is  prior 
of  Megeve  and  Chamonix,  and  it  is 
only  in  1224  that  the  first  indepen¬ 
dent  prior  is  heard  of. )  It  has  been 
published,  together  with  a  large  and 
very  interesting  collection  of  docu¬ 
ments  relating  to  the  Priory,  in  2 
vols.,  by  MM.  Bonnefoy  and  A.  Per¬ 
rin  (Chambery,  1879  and  1883). 
Monsieur  A.  Perrin  later  ( 1887)  pub¬ 
lished  a  most  interesting  History  of 
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the  valley  and  the  priory,  based  on 
these  documents.  The  name  Cha¬ 
monix  (ca/npws  munitus)  probably  re¬ 
fers  to  the  rampart  of  rock  and  ice 
which  girdles  the  fields  and  meadows 
of  the  valley-basin.  The  priory 
gradually  drew  to  itself  most  of  the 
political  and  territorial  power  in  the 
valley,  but  the  prior  in  1292  had  to 
confirm  the  privileges  of  the  inhabi¬ 
tants,  from  whom  he  could  never 
wrest  the  criminal  jurisdiction.  In 
1519  the  priory  was  annexed  to  the 
collegiate  church  of  Sallanches,  and 
in  1786  the  inhabitants  purchased 
their  freedom.  No  traces  of  the 
monastic  buildings  seem  to  be  now 
in  existence  ;  it  is  stated  that  they 
were  destroyed  by  fire  in  1758,  The 
first  recorded  visit  of  the  bishop  of 
Geneva,  within  whose  diocese  Cha¬ 
monix  lay,  was  in  1411.  In  1443, 
after  a  sojourn  with  the  prior  of 
Sallanches,  he  continued  his  arduous 
journey,  accompanied  by  the  prior, 
his  2  chaplains,  and  some  menials, 
all  on  foot,  arriving  at  Chamonix  as 
late  as  Oct.  4,  In  1606  St.  rran9ois 
de  Sales  penetrated  into  this  remote 
corner  of  his  diocese. 

In  -May,  1669,  a  treasury  official 
named  Le  Pays  wrote  from  ‘  Cha- 
mony  en  Fossigny,’  to  a  lady  of  his 
acquaintance  the  first  description  we 
have  of  the  five  glaciers  of  Cha¬ 
monix  :  ‘  Enfin,  madanie,  je  voy  icy 
cinqmontagnes,  quivous  ressemblent 
comme  si  c'estoit  vous-meme  .  .  . 
cinq  montagnes,  qui  sont  de  glace 
toute  pure  depuis  la  teste  jusqu’aux 
pieds  .  ,  .  All  reste  rien  n’est  si  ma- 
gnifique  que  ces  montagnes  quand 
elles  re9oivent  les  rayons  du  soleil.’ 

The  existence  of  Chamonix  was 
certainly  not  a  discovery  of  Wind¬ 
ham  and  Pococke.  The  inhabitants 
of  the  valley  had  long  had  much  in¬ 
tercourse  with  their  neighbours, 
and  their  fairs,  held  at  the  priory, 
brought  many  strangers.  The  Or- 
donnance  for  establishing  these  fairs 
was  granted  by  Philip  of  Savoy, 
Count  of  the  Genevois,  lord  of  Fau- 
cigny,  and  for  a  time  bishop  of 
Geneva,  and  bears  date  1530  ;  and  3 

[^Swifz,  II.] 


years  later  he  gave  permission  fir 
the  establishment  of  a  weekly  mar¬ 
ket,  which  still  exists.  Nothing, 
however,  was  known  of  the  scenery 
of  Mont  Blanc,  and  even  at  Geneva 
it  was  a  matter  of  dispute  whether 
the  great  snowy  masses  (Les  Gla- 
cieres)  seen  on  the  horizon  lay  N.  or 
S.  of  the  valley  of  Chamonix,  and  in 
some  maps  they  were  even  placed  to 
the  W.  This  ignorance  was  probably 
due  to  the  effects  of  the  Reformation, 
by  which  the  bishop  of  Geneva  was 
forced  to  live  at  Annecy,  and  thus 
Geneva  had  little  to  do  with  matters 
in  Savoy.  It  was  Messrs.  Windham 
and  Pococke’s  excursion  to  Cha¬ 
monix,  in  1741,  and  their  report  of 
it  which  drew  general  attention  to 
the  sublime  scenery  of  Mont  Blanc, 
They  are  still  held  in  honour  at  Cha¬ 
monix.  The  stone  under  which  they 
are  erroneously  supposed  to  have  slept 
by  the  side  of  the  Mer  de  Glace  was 
called  Pierre  des  Anglais,  and,  having 
been  broken  by  a  shepherd’s  fire, 
another  was  placed  there  with  the 
inscription  ‘  Pococke  et  Windham, 
1741.’  De  Saussure  first  visited  Cha¬ 
monix  in  1760. 

In  the  view  from  Chamonix  Mont 
Blanc  (15,782  ft.  )  is  seen  to  the  S.,  and 
the  ridge  descending  from  it,  through 
the  Rosses  dw  Bromadaire  (14,948  ft.), 
and  the  Dome  du  Gouter  (14,210 
ft.),  to  the  Aiguille  du  Gouter  (12,707 
ft.).  Overhead  is  the  Aiguille  du  Midi 
( 12,609  ft-h  and  S.E.,  between  it  and 
the  Aiguille  des  Charmoz  (11,293  ft.\  a 
range  of  aiguilles  streaming  with 
small  glaciers,  at  the  base  of  which 
is  the  elevated  plateau  called  PZan  de 
V Aiguille.  On  the  N.  side  of  the  val¬ 
ley  are  the  Brevent  over  Chamonix 
and  the  Aiguilles  Rouges  opposite  the 
Glacier  des  Bois. 

Excursions  round  Chamonix. 

The  best  excursions  for  ordinary 
tourists,  who  can  ride  and  walk  a 
short  distance,  are — i.  the  Monten- 
vers,  returning  by  the  Mer  de  Glace 
and  Chapeau  ;  2.  the  Planpraz  cha¬ 
lets,  and  the  Flegere  (including,  if 
possible,  the  Brevent) ;  3.  the  Glacier 
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des  Bossons  and  the  Pierre  Pointue  ; 
4,  drive  to  Servoz  ( i  hr. )  and  visit  the 
very  striking  and  picturesque  Gorges 
de  la  Diosaz  (i  hr.,  admission  i  fr.)  ; 
this  excursion  may  be  combined  with 
a  visit  to  the  Glacier  des  Bossons. 
Fair  walkers  will  visit  the  Jardin 
and  Grands  Mulets  and,  perhaps, 
cross  the  A.  des  Grands  Montets 
from  the  Montenvers  to  Argentiere, 
and  ascend  the  Buet.  One  of  the 
easier  of  the  higher  peaks  is  the 
Pic  du  Tacul  (11,280  ft.),  the  ascent  of 
which  is  now  frequently  made  from 
the  Montenvers  (6-7  hrs.)  ;  it  com¬ 
mands  a  most  extensive  view,  and  is 
strongly  recommended  to  good 
walkers  who  do  not  intend  to  attack 
any  of  the  higher  peaks. 

a.  Pierre  Pointue^  Cascade  du  Bard. — 
When  cloudy  weather  forbids  your 
thinking  of  excursions  in  which  a 
distant  view  is  the  chief  object,  a 
visit  to  the  Cascade  du  Bard  and  Gla¬ 
cier  des  Bossons  may  be  made. 

Cross  the  bridge  and  turn  to  the 
rt.,  past  H.  Couttet,  and  in  less  than 
10  min.  you  will  find  the  path  divide 
at  the  second  cluster  of  cottages. 
Take  the  1.  or  upper  one,  and  bear  to 
the  1.  towards  and  through  a  pine- 
wood  in  a  slanting  and  southerly 
direction.  The  path  is  tolerably 
clear,  and  leads  to  the  edge  of  a 
ravine  of  large  boulders  of  granite, 
through  which  runs  the  stream 
which  feeds  and  flows  from  the 
cascade.  Do  not  cross  this  stream,  but 
keep  up  its  near  side,  and  you  will 
soon  see  the  chalet  near  the  cascade 
(clean,  and  cheap  refreshments). 
Then  descend  to  the  bottom  of  the  fall 
by  a  path  at  the  corner  by  the  chalet. 
The  situation  is  charming.  You 
may  extend  the  walk  ^  hr.  through 
a  wood  to  the  Glacier  des  Bossons,  in 
which  an  artificial  grotto  is  generally 
scooped  out.  Ladies  can  cross  the 
level  portion  of  the  ice,  the  pinnacles 
of  which  are  most  imposing  ;  gla¬ 
cier  now  advancing  after  a  quarter 
of  a  century  of  retreat.  From 
the  Cascade  du  Dard  a  bridle-path 
mounts  in  about  2  hrs.  by  a  steep 
but  safe  ascent  to  the  Pavilion  de  la 


Pietre  Pointue  (a  small  dear  Inn,  with 
beds),  which  is  the  first  stage  on  the 
route  to  the  summit  of  Mt.  Blanc. 
This  is  a  delightful  walk,  for  the 
most  part  through  a  pine-forest,  and 
near  the  edge  of  a  wild  ravine,  which 
descends  from  the  Glacier  des  Bos¬ 
sons.  The  little  Inn  (6723  ft.)  is 
perched  on  a  commanding  terrac'e 
below  the  Aig.  du  Midi,  and  the  near 
view  from  it  of  the  torn  surface  of 
the  Glacier  des  Bossons  is  magnifi¬ 
cent.  Beyond  rise  the  black  crags 
of  the  Grands  Mulets,  and  from  that 
point  the  eye  follows  the  rte.  up  the 
snows  towards  Mont  Blanc.  40  min. 
higher,  by  a  rough  foot-track,  is  the 
Pierre  d  VEchelle,  where  a  ladder  used 
to  be  left  for  crossing  the  glacier  {a 
hrs.  thence  to  the  Grands  Muletsb 
From  Pierre  Pointue  good  walkers 
can  ascend  to  the  Plan  de  V Aiguille, 
and  return  to  Chamonix  by  the 
Montenvers. 

h.  The  Montenvers  (the  pasturage  at 
the  back). — This  is  the  most  popular 
excursion  from  Chamonix.  The  ob¬ 
ject  is  to  visit  the  Merde  Glace,  which 
terminates  in  the  Glacier  des  Bois. 
There  is  a  good  mule-road,  and 
the  Inn  on  the  Montenvers  may  be 
reached  riding  in  2  hrs.  :  to  descend 
takes  about  ij  hr.  No  occasion  for 
a  guide,  as  the  way  cannot  be  missed. 
After  crossing  the  Arve  at  Chamonix 
the  path  turns  to  the  1.,  jjassing  the 
English  church,  and  running  up  the 
flat  valley  nearly  half  a  mile  to  the 
foot  of  themountain.  From  that  point 
it  rises  rapidly  in  zigzags  through 
the  forest.  Occasional  openings  re¬ 
veal  the  valley  of  the  Arve,  the  F16- 
gere  and  Brevent  marking  the  height 
which  is  rapidly  attained.  The 
Aiguille  du  Dru  rises  magnificently 
above  the  pine-tops.  A  few  more 
zigzags,  and  the  Mer  de  Glace  and 
its  wonderful  scenery  open  on  the 
traveller. 

Here,  on  a  promontory  280  ft. 
above  the  ice,  and  6303  ft.  above  the 
sea,  was  built  in  1840  a  little  Inn, 
superseded  in  1879  ^7  ^  large  and 
singularly  ugly  Hotel  (very  comfort¬ 
able).  The  former  modest  Inn  had 
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in  its  turn  succeeded  the  rude  hut, 
composed  of  a  boulder  stone  and  dry 
wall  turfed  over,  beneath  which  De 
Saussure  slept  in  1778,  and  the  regu¬ 
larly  built  cabin  (which  lasted  from 
1779-1812')  called  ‘Chateau  Blair,’ 
from  the  Englishman  who  erected  it. 
The  little  temple  erected,  1795,  ‘ala 
Nature,’  by  M.  Desportes,  the  French 
Minister  at  Geneva,  and  a  disciple  of 
Rousseau,  was  long  used  as  a  drink¬ 
ing  room  for  the  muleteers.  At 
the  Montenvers  Professors  Forbes 
and  Tyndall  spent,  at  different 
times,  many  weeks  while  investi¬ 
gating  the  theory  of  glacier  motion, 
and  the  latter  some  days  in  the 
depth  of  winter.  The  Hotel  is  a 
good  station  for  visiting  the  higher 
part  of  the  Mer  de  Glace,  Jardin,  &c. 
Directly  below  it  is  the  Pierre  des 
Anglais,  inscribed  with  the  names 
of  Pococke  and  Windham. 

From  the  Montenvers  the  broken, 
winding  glacier  is  seen  extending  5 
m.  to  the  serrated  wall  of  the  Grandes 
and  Petites  Jorasses.  The  Mer  de 
Glace,  properly  so-called,  terminates 
in  about  2  m.,  at  a  point  where  it 
receives  its  affluents — the  Glacier  du 
Grant  from  the  S.W.,  the  Glacier  de 
Talefre  from  the  E.,  the  Glacier  de  Les- 
chaux  from  the  S.E.  On  the  E,,  oppo¬ 
site  the  Montenvers,  the  sky  is 
pierced  by  that  surprising  obelisk, 
the  Aiguille  dll  Dru  (12,517  ft.),  a  but¬ 
tress  of  the  greater  Aiguille  Verte 
113,541  ft.),  rising  behind  it  but 
from  here  partially  concealed.  Far¬ 
ther  on  is  the  Aiguille  du  Moine 
;  11,214  ft-))  rocky  foot  of  which 
at  the  junction  of  the  glaciers 
of  Talefre  and  Leschaux  is  called 
the  Couvercle.  On  the  W.  is  the 
Aig.  des  Charmoz  (11,293  ft.),  with 
a  singular  gap  and  pinnacle  on  its 
shoulder.  The  rocks  at  its  E.  base 
are  called  Trelaporte.  Farther  on, 
beyond  the  Glacier  du  Geant,  are 
the  Pic  du  Tacul,  Les  Periades,  and  Mont 
Mallet. 

The  regular  round  from  the  Mont¬ 
envers  is  to  cross  the  Mer  de  Glace 
and  descend  on  the  other  side  by 
the  Chapeau  ((/)  and  Source  of  the 


Arveyron  (/),  the  mules  being  dis¬ 
missed  or  sent  round  to  meet  the 
travellers  ;  but  no  one  should  ne¬ 
glect  to  first  walk  a  little  way  along 
the  path  from  the  Inn  by  the  glacier 
side.  It  is  surprising  how  quickly 
the  scene  changes  and  grows,  if  pos¬ 
sible,  in  magnificence,  and  the  track 
is  quite  safe  and  easy.  Few  think 
of  extending  the  excursion  along  the 
Mer  de  Glace  to  the  opening  where 
the  ice-streams  meet  (7188  ft.),  This 
walk  is  somewhat  fatiguing,  and  not 
to  be  attempted  by  tourists  without 
a  guide,  but  it  is  in  no  sense  difficiilt. 
‘To  feel  the  true  mountain  si:)irit,’ 
says  Mr,  Leslie  Stephen,  ‘  a  man 
must  go  into  the  heart  of  the  moun¬ 
tains  :  he  cannot  know  what  the  sea 
is  like  by  standing  on  the  shore,’ 
Travellers  who  return  direct  to 
Chamonix,  if  they  are  strangers  to 
glacier  ice,  should  at  any  rate  first 
descend  upon  the  Mer  de  Glace  to 
obtain  some  idea  of  the  character  of 
its  ridged  surface,  which  cannot  be 
well  seen  from  the  heights,  and  to 
observe  close  at  hand  the  intense 
blue  colour  in  the  crevasses.  From 
the  Montenvers  Inn  a  steep  path 
leads  down  to  the  moraine.  Those 
who  descend  by  the  Chapeau  cross 
the  glacier  where  the  ice  for  a  short 
distance  is  smooth  and  easily  tra¬ 
versed.  The  passage  is  daily  made 
in  summer  by  hundreds  of  people 
and  no  serious  accident  ever  hap¬ 
pens.  The  rocks  above  the  ice  on 
the  Chapeau  side  are  steep  and 
smooth,  but  the  ledge  by  which 
they  are  traversed  has  been  widened 
and  provided  with  handrails,  so  as 
no  longer  to  deserve  its  old  name  of 
‘Le  Mauvais  Pas,’  i|  hrs.  from 
the  Montenvers  to  the  Chapeau  Inu 
(5738  ft.\  whence  an  easy  de.scent 
leads  down  to  the  valley  (see  g  below). 

c.  The  Jardin.  Those  who  wish  to 
visit  the  Mer  de  Glace  and  the  Jar¬ 
din  on  the  Glacier  de  Talefre,  may 
either  sleep  at  the  Montenvers,  or 
shorten  the  walk  by  riding  thus  far 
from  Chamonix.  From  the  Mont¬ 
envers  it  is  a  walk  of  4  hrs.  to  tlie 
Jardin,  and  3  to  return.  This  is  a 
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most  beautiful  glacier  excursion, 
free  from  danger,  and  so  easy  as  to 
be  suited  to  ladies,  who  may  thus 
gain  an  insight  into  the  glories  of 
the  higher  Alps.  A  guide  is  neces¬ 
sary.  The  object  of  the  excursion  is 
to  enter  into  the  heart  of  the  Mont 
Blanc  range,  and  form  a  correct  idea 
of  its  snowy  solitudes. 

The  way  now  generally  followed 
lies  S.  of  the  ice-fall  of  the  Talefre 
Glacier,  passing  a  rude  hut,  in  a 
disgraceful  state  of  disrepair,  at  a 
spot  known  as  the  Pierrre  a  Bei'anger, 
principally  used  by  climbers  attack¬ 
ing  the  Aiguille  Verte.  The  Jardin 
is  a  slope  about  7  acres  in  extent, 
and  between  9145  and  9833  ft.  above 
the  sea.  Around  it  spreads  the  oval 
basin  of  the  Glacier  de  Talbfre,  under 
the  formidable  walls  of  Les  Broites 
and  Les  Cowies,  which  connect  the 
Aig.  Verte  with  the  Aig.  de  Triolet. 
N.W.  rises  the  Aig.  du  Moine,  S.E. 
the  Aig.  de  Talefre.  Nothing  can 
well  exceed  the  grandeur  of  such  a 
spot,  amidst  the  eternal  snows  of 
Mont  Blanc,  surrounded  on  all  sides 
by  the  host  of  aiguilles.  Piercing 
the  blue  of  heaven,  yet  overtopped 
by  one  supreme  and  glittering  sum¬ 
mit,  they  vindicate  the  truth  of  the 
poet’s  description, — 

‘  ]\[ont  Blanc  is  the  monarch  of  mountains  ; 

They  crown’d  him  long  ago, 

On  a  throne  of  rocks,  in  a  robe  of  clouds, 

With  a  diadem  of  snow.’ 

Bare  plants  and  minerals  may  be 
collected  ;  the  former  on  the  Egra- 
lets  (the  rocks,  over  which  the  old 
rte.  led,  N.  of  the  Talefre  ice-fall) 
and  Jardin,  the  latter  on  the  mo¬ 
raines  of  the  Glacier  de  Talefre,  and 
the  E.  side  of  the  Mer  de  Glace.  A 
list  of  plants  found  on  the  Jardin 
was  published  by  Dr.  Percy  in 
the  Trans,  of  the  Edinburgh  Bot.  Soc. 
for  1836. 

If  the  traveller  be  not  pressed  for 
time  and  have  a  taste  for  such 
sublime  scenes,  he  may  sleep  at  the 
Montenvers,  and  next  morning,  in¬ 
stead  of  returning  by  the  beaten 
road  to  Chamonix,  explore  the  bases 
of  the  Aiguilles  between  the  Mer  de 


Glace  and  Mont  Blanc,  descending 
either  by  the  Glacier  des  Pelerins 
and  Pierre  Pointue,  or  by  the  mule- 
path  from  the  Plan  de  V Aiguille.  If 
by  the  former,  he  will  gain  an  ad¬ 
mirable  view  of  the  Glacier  des  Bes¬ 
sons  at  the  point  where  it  is  crossed 
on  the  way  to  the  Grands  Mulets,  in 
the  ascent  of  Mont  Blanc,  and  he 
will  obtain  some  idea  of  the  diffi¬ 
culties  to  be  encountered,  and  the 
magnificence  of  the  scenes  to  be  en¬ 
joyed,  in  that  expedition. 

d.  The  Aiguille  des  Grands  Monfefs 
(10,850  ft.\ — This  is  the  blunt  sum¬ 
mit  which  rises  E.  of  the  Mer  de 
Glace  between  it  and  the  Gl.  d’Ar- 
gentiere.  It  is  easy  of  access  by  the 
Nant  Blanc  Glacier  for  fair  walkers 
with  guides,  and  the  views  obtained 
during  the  expedition  are  equal  to 
any  in  this  district.  It  is  possible 
to  descend  by  the  mountain  Inn, 
called  Pavilion  de  Lognan,  to  Argen- 
ti6re  in  7  or  8  hrs.  from  the  Mont¬ 
envers. 

e.  Planpraz,  the  Prevent,  and  the 
Flegere. — The  admirable  views  of  the 
chain  of  Mont  Blanc,  gained  on  this 
rte.,  make  it  one  of  the  indispens¬ 
able  excursions  from  Chamonix. 

The  excellent  mule-path  to  Sixt, 
which  begins  at  the  church  of  Cha¬ 
monix,  is  ascended  through  forest 
for  about  i  hr.  to  the  Chalet  des 
Chablettes,  a  good  point  of  view,  and 
for  another  hr.  up  a  stony  slope  to  the 
little  Inn  at  Planpraz  on  a  pasture 
terrace  6772  ft.  above  the  sea.  This 
is  a  ride  of  2|  hrs.  from  Chamonix. 
Mules  are  left  here  to  await  their  re¬ 
turn  by  those  who  ascend  the  Bre- 
vent,  1 1  hr.’s  easy  walk.  The 
path  up  the  Cheminee,  a  steep 
rocky  gully,  has  been  so  much  im¬ 
proved  as  to  offer  no  difficulty,  and 
which  may  be  avoided  by  making  a 
slight  detour.  The  Brevent  (8284 
ft.  above  the  sea),  has  the  finest  of 
the  near  views  of  the  summit  of 
Mont  Blanc,  with  its  neighbours  the 
Mont  Maudit  and  Mont  Blanc  du  Tacul 
to  the  E.  ;  the  Bosses  du  Dromadaire, 
Dome  du  Gouter,  and  Aig.  du  Gouter,  on 
the  W.  ;  while  the  great  Glaciers 
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(les  Bossons  and  de  Taconnaz  stream 
down  in  the  centre.  On  the  N.W. 
is  seen  the  wild  ruinous  range 
of  the  Rockers  cles  F^js  or  Fis,  from 
the  Aig.  cle  Varens^  over  Servoz,  to 
tlie  Pointe  cle  Salles  (8183  ft.),  over 
Sixt ;  to  the  E.  the  Col  de  Balme,  to 
the  S.W.  the  Col  de  Voza,  and 
beyond  it  Mont  Joly. 

The  return  to  Chamonix  (2 1  hrs.) 
may  be  made  by  a  path  on  the  W. 
side  of  the  Brevent,  above  the  valley 
of  Biosaz,  near  the  little  Lac  du 
Brevent  ;  descending  thence  by  the 
chalets  of  Bel  Achat  (Restaurant) 
6975  ft.  (whence  it  is  only  i  hr.’s 
walk  up  to  the  top  of  the  Brevent) 
to  a  lower  point  in  the  valley  of  Cha¬ 
monix.  Or  the  traveller  may  de¬ 
scend  to  Servoz  (3  hrs.)  or  to  Sixt, 
by  the  Col  d’Anterne  (Rte.  143  b). 

If  he  returns  to  Planpraz,  to  re¬ 
join  his  mules,  he  may  follow  a  ter¬ 
race  path  which  leads  in  r|  hr.  to 
the  F16gdre  (5925  ft.),  a  plateau  on 
the  mountain  side  below  the  Ai¬ 
guilles  Rouges.  (Those,  however,  who 
find  the  whole  excursion  too  long 
will  do  well  to  prefer  the  ascent  of 
the  Brevent  to  the  circuit  by  the 
riegere.) 

This  point  of  view  lies  exactly 
opposite  the  Glacier  des  Bois  and 
Mer  de  Glace.  The  Chalet  Inn  of  the 
Flegere  has  lO'  beds,  supplies  excel¬ 
lent  food,  and  is  very  clean,  while 
the  host  is  most  attentive.  The 
descent  to  Chamonix  through  a  pine- 
forest  takes  2  hrs. 

/.  Source  of  the  Arveyron. — This  af¬ 
fluent  of  the  Arve  issues  from  be¬ 
neath  a  vault  or  cave  of  ice  in 
which  the  Glacier  des  Bois  and  Mer 
de  Glace  terminate.  The  ice-cavern 
from  which  the  stream  issued  was 
remarkable,  but  of  late  years  it  has 
been  scarcely  worth  a  visit  (i  hr.’s 
walk  from  Chamonix),  as  the  glacier 
has  retreated  so  far, 

g.  The  Chapeau  is  one  of  the  points 
of  view  over  the  Glacier  des  Bois,  on 
the  side  furthest  from  Chamonix  ; 
from  it  the  Aiguilles  of  Charmoz 
and  Blaitiere  are  well  seen,  with 
the  vale  of  Chamonix  and  the 


Brevent.  A  visit  to  the  Chapeau 
may  be  made  either  on  foot  or  with 
the  mules  :  if  you  go  by  the  regular 
road,  continue  along  the  valley  as 
far  as  Les  Tines,  beyond  which  is  a 
bridle-path  on  the  rt.,  through  the 
hamlet  of  Lavancher,  to  the  foot  of 
the  ascent.  Mules  can  go  as  far  as 
a  grass  mound  properly  called  the 
Chapeau  (5738  ft.,  2  hrs.),  where  is 
a  chalet  with  refreshments.  This 
excursion  is  scarcely  worth  a  separ¬ 
ate  day,  and  is  best  combined  with 
the  Montenvers  (see  &). 

h.  Excursion  to  the  Col  cle  Balme 
and  Tete  Noire  and  back  without 
going  to  Martigny,  in  about  9|  hrs., 
combining  the  chief  beauties  of  both 
passes.  From  the  Inn  on  the  sum¬ 
mit  of  the  Col  de  Balme  (Rte.  141) 
there  is  a  path,  practicable  for 
mulesj  direct  to  the  Tete  Noire  Inn. 
It  turns  1.  across  pastures  scored 
with  cattle-tracks,  and  bears  away 
gradually  to  the  rt.,  passing  a  small 
lake,  whence  a  rather  steep  descent 
brings  the  traveller  in  about  an  hr. 
immediately  above  the  valley  of  the 
Tete  Noire.  The  path  for  the  last  ^ 
hr,  skirts  the  edge  of  the  precipice 
and  descends  a  kind  of  staircase  to 
the  H.  de  la  Tete  Noire  (Rte.  141).  It 
is  perhaps  better  to  make  this  ex¬ 
cursion  in  the  opposite  direction, 
going  first  to  the  Tete  Noire,  ancl 
ascending  to  the  Col  de  Balme. 

i.  The  Plan  cle  V Aiguille. — This  ex¬ 
cursion  may  be  combined  with  that 
to  the  Montenvers  or  Pierre  Pointue; 
but  it  has  its  own  mule-path,  which 
begins  just  outside  Chamonix,  turn¬ 
ing  1.,  at  the  first  cottages,  from  the 
path  to  the  Cascade  du  Dard.  The 
object  is  to  gain  a  magnificent  view, 
and  to  see  nearer  the  Aiguilles  and 
the  wild  scenery  at  their  bases.  The 
Pavilion  Restaurant  has  been  closed. 
Paths  lead  from  it  to  the  Montenvers 
and  Pierre  Pointue,  The  ride  up  is 
called  3  hrs.,  passing  in  30  min.  the 
Cascade  de  Blaitiere.,  and  then  steep 
through  the  forest  to  the  Plan,  7487 
ft.  above  the  sea,  between  the  Gla¬ 
ciers  des  Pelerins  and  de  Blaitiere. 
Further  E.  is  the  Gl.  desNantillons, 
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and  from  W.  to  E.  are  the  A.  clu 
Midi  (12,609  ft.\  A.  du  Plan  (12,051 
ft.),  A.  de  Blaitiere  (11,592  ft.),  A. 
des  Gharmoz  (11,293  ft.).  On  the  W. 
side  of  the  Gl.  de  Blaitiere  is  a  small 
lake. 

k.  The  Buet.  This  peak  is  in  itself 
a  wild  and  desolate  mountain, 
chiefly  interesting  from  the  extra¬ 
ordinary  change  which  has  taken 
place  in  the  appearance  of  its  upper 
poi’tion,  owing  to  the  rapid  diminu¬ 
tion  of  its  glaciers  during  the  past 
30  years.  Its  ascent  is  perfectly  easy 
for  fair  walkers,  and  is  frequently 
made  for  the  sake  of  the  view  of 
Mont  Blanc.  From  few  points  can 
the  height  and  dimensions  of  the 
upper  portion  of  that  mountain  be  so 
well  seen,  and  the  view  is  only  in¬ 
ferior  to  that  from  the  Pointe  Percee 
above  Sallanches.  The  supreme 
grandeur  of  Mont  Blanc  diverts 
attention  from  the  panorama,  which 
includes  many  of  the  Bernese  and 
Pennine  Alps,  and  a  fine  view  over 
the  ranges  of  Upper  Savoy.  The 
mountain  was  first  ascended  in  1770 
by  the  brothers  Deluc,  and  in  a 
crevasse  of  the  glacier  on  the  Servoz 
side  perished  on  August  7,  1800, 
Mons.  Eschen,  the  first  victim  to  the 
passion  for  exploring  the  higher 
snow  regions  ;  a  monument  was  set 
up  in  his  honour  near  Servoz,  and 
is  probably  still  in  existence.  The 
a.scent  may  be  shortened  by  sleeping 
at  Argentiere,  or,  better  still,  at  the 
clialet  Inn  of  the  Pierre  a  Berard. 
From  Chamonix  to  Argentiere  is  a 
carriage-road  (6  m.).  Beyond  this 
village  the  char-road  of  the  Tete 
Noire  is  followed  over  the  Col  des 
Montets  to  the  chalets  of  Poyaz, 
where  the  traveller  turns  1.  up  the 
ValUe  de  Berard,  which  is  beautiful  at 
its  entrance,  but  savage  above.  In 
2j  hrs.  from  Argentiere  the  path 
reaches  the  Pierre  d  Berard  (6332  ft.), 
a  small  Inn  with  beds.  To  this 
point  mules  can  go.  The  Col  de  Salen- 
ton  do  Servoz  by  the  Diosaz  valley) 
is  left  to  the  S.  ;  another  rock, 
called  the  Table  an  Chantre,  in  memory 
of  M.  Marc  Theodore  Bourrit,  Pre¬ 


centor  of  the  Cathedral  of  Geneva, 
a  contemporary  of  De  Saussure,  and 
one  of  the  earliest  and  most  enthu¬ 
siastic  explorers  and  illustrators  of 
this  district,  is  passed,  and  the 
track  ascends  a  series  of  ridges  of 
rock  and  beds  of  snow  (2  to  3  hrs.) 
from  the  Pierre  a  Berard  to  the 
summit  (10,201  ft.).  You  may  de¬ 
scend  to  Servoz  by  the  Col  de  Lechaud 
at  the  head  of  the  Vallee  de  la 
Diosaz,  or  to  Chamonix,  by  crossing 
the  ridge  of  the  Brevent  from  that 
valley,  or  to  Sixt  by  the  Col  de  Le- 
chand  and  the  Vallee  des  Fonds  in  5 
hrs.  By  starting  from  Argentifere 
in  the  morning,  Sixt  is  easily 
reached  in  the  evening  (Kte.  143). 

1.  The  ascent  of  Mont  Blanc  is  fre¬ 
quently  made  from  Chamonix. 
Though  the  rte.  is  long  and  fatigu¬ 
ing,  Mont  Blanc  is  not  a  difficiilt 
mountain,  and  is  consequently  often 
ascended  by  ladies  and  persons  vit- 
terly  unfitted  for  the  exertion.  It 
is,  however,  subject  to  terrible 
storms,  and  more  lives  have  been 
lost  on  it  than  on  any  other  high 
peak  in  the  Alps.  The  expense  of  the 
ascent  for  one  person  is  200  fr.  (the 
pay  of  2  guides),  besides  the  cost  of 
provisions.  No  porter  ought  to  be 
required,  but  the  Chamonix  rules 
provide  that  one  .shall  be  taken,  and 
this  is  sometimes  insisted  on.  For 
two  or  more  travellers  100  fr.  each 
(pay  of  I  guide),  plus  a  share  of 
the  expense  of  the  extra  guide  and 
provisions.  In  other  words,  one  can 
make  the  ascent  for  about  xol.  ;  two 
for  about  ^l.  each. 

The  mountain  is  now  so  well 
known,  and  the  proper  precautions 
.so  thoroughly  Understood,  that  little 
serious  risk  is  incurred  ^6'eai?Ac^•, 
and  with  really  experienced  and  trust- 
worthy  guides.  It  should  be  generally 
known,  however,  that  those  who 
make  the  attempt  w'ithout  a  good 
deal  of  previous  training  may  suifer 
severely  from  fatigue,  and  are  likely 
to  derive  very  little  enjoyment  from 
the  expedition. 

The  chain  of  Mont  Blanc  runs 
from  N.E.  to  S.W.  between  the  Col 
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Ferret  and  Col  du  Bonhomme, 
rivsing  directly  from  the  valley 
on  the  Italian  side,  but  at  a 
(;onsiderable  distance  from  the 
vale  of  Chamonix,  to  which  it 
throws  out  minor  spurs  or  ridges. 
Two  of  these  spurs,  radiating  from 
the  summit  of  Mont  Blanc  N.E. 
and  W.,  enclose  the  opening  through 
which  the  top  is  gained  from  Cha¬ 
monix,  while  along  the  W.  spur 
lies  the  rte.  from  St.  Gervais. 

In  the  charter  of  1091,  in 
which  Chamonix  is  first  mentioned, 
we  read  of  the  rvpes  quae  vocatur 
nlha,'  which  may  refer  to  Mont 
Blanc  ;  but  the  mountain  i  or  rather 
chain)  was  later  known  as  ‘La 
Montagne  Maudite,’  or  ‘  Les  Gla- 
c.iiires,’  though  Martel  in  1742,  and 
Grunerin  1760,  use  the  name  ‘  Mont 
Blanc  ’  as  a  well-known  term,  so 
that  it  is  certainly  earlier  than  Be 
Saussure  (who  did  not  come  to  Cha¬ 
monix  till  1760),  who  is  sometimes 
said  to  have  invented  it.  The  first 
mention  of  Mont  Blanc  in  English 
literature  is  found  in  Bishop  Bur¬ 
net’s  letters  (a.d.  1685).  The  bishop 
speaks  of  it  as  ‘  the  hill  called 
Maudit  or  Cursed,  two  miles  in  per¬ 
pendicular  height,  and  of  which  one- 
third  is  always  covered  with  snow.’ 
But  it  was  not  till  the  beginning  of 
the  following  cent,  that  its  situation 
was  ascertained,  or  till  towards  its 
end  that  attempts  were  made  to 
conquer  it. 

The  earliest  attempts,  from  1775 
onwards,  to  ascend  this  redoubtable 
mountain  were  prompted  by  Be 
Saussure,  and  made  from  the  Mon¬ 
tague  de  la  Cote,  between  the  glaciers 
of  Bossons  and  Taconnaz,  but  were 
without  success  until  1786.  In  that 
year  Jacques  Balmat,  who  had  re¬ 
mained  behind  on  one  of  these  ex¬ 
peditions,  discovered  the  Grand 
Plateau,  and  soon  afterwards  reached 
the  top  (August  8,  1786')  by  this 
route,  taking  with  him  Br.  Pac- 
(aird.  In  1787  Be  Saussure  made 
his  famous  ascent  in  4  days,  with  18 
guides  headed  by  Balmat,  passing 
the  first  night  on  the  Montagne  de 


la  C5te,  and  the  two  following  on 
the  snow  ;  and  six  days  later 
Col.  Beaufoy  accompli.shed  the  first 
English  ascent.  In  1820,  Br.  Hamel, 
a  Russian,  accompanied  by  two 
Englishmen,  met  with  a  sad  acci¬ 
dent.  Fresh  snow  had  fallen,  and 
when  passing  the  Rochers  Rouges 
an  avalanche  swept  three  of  the 
guides  into  a  crevasse.  Their  re¬ 
mains  were  found  in  i86r  and  1863, 
in  the  latter  year  on  the  Glacier  des 
Bossons,  m.  from  the  scene  of  the 
disaster.  From  this  time  the  ‘  Ancien 
Passage,’  to  the  rt.  of  the  Rochers 
Rouges,  was  abandoned,  and  in  1827 
Messrs.  Fellowes  and  Hawes  passed 
to  the  1.  of  the  rocks  by  the  circuit¬ 
ous  rte.  through  the  Corridor,  which 
has  been  since  followed.  In  1855, 
Messrs.  Hudson  and  E.  S.  Kennedy, 
with  three  companions,  but  with¬ 
out  guides,  were  the  first  to  ascend 
from  St.  Gervais.  They  reached 
the  Borne  du  Gouter,  but  from  that 
point  descended  to  the  Grand  Pla¬ 
teau  and  proceeded  by  the  usual 
rte.  In  1859,  Mr.  Hudson  accom¬ 
plished  the  other  half  by  mounting 
from  the  Plateau  to  the  Borne  and 
passing  thence  along  the  Bosses  du 
Bromadaire ;  and  in  1861  Messrs. 
L.  Stephen  and  Tuckett  made  the 
complete  ascent  from  St.  Gervais 
by  the  Aig.  du  Gouter,  the  Borne, 
and  the  Bosses.  In  August  1870,  a 
party  of  eleven,  three  travellers 
and  eight  guides  and  porters,  were 
caught  in  a  storm  and  perished. 

Ascent  from  Chamonix. — The  travel¬ 
ler  mounts  by  the  steep  forest  and 
pasture  in  2^  hrs.  to  the  Pierre 
Pointue,  and  in  40  min.  more,  to  the 
Pierre  a  VEchelle  on  the  rt.  bank  of 
the  Glacier  des  Bossons.  The  view 
from  this  point  of  the  wild  sea  of 
ice  and  snowy  heights  of  the  Aig.  and 
Borne  du  Gouter  is  very  fine.  To 
the  1.  are  Mt.  Blanc  du  Tacul  and 
Mont  Maudit.  From  the  latter  a 
minor  ridge,  mostly  covered  by  the 
ice,  but  jutting  out  in  the  dark 
rocks  of  the  Grands  Mulets,  runs 
down  towards  the  Montagne  de  la 
Cote,  and  separates  the  Glaciers  of 
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Taconnaz  and  Bossons.  The  pass¬ 
age  of  the  glacier  generally  takes 
about  2  hrs.,  but  the  time  varies 
with  the  state  of  the  ice,  which  is 
always  torn  and  lu’oken,  and  in 
some  seasons  somewnat  difficult. 
After  crossing  the  most  crevassed 
spot  where  the  two  ice-streams 
meet,  the  rte.  lies  up  steep  slopes 
which  turn  from  ice  to  neve  at  the 
base  of  the  Orands  Mulcts.  Here  is  a 
large  clean  hut,  permanently  in¬ 
habited  in  summer,  where  food, 
wine,  and  beds  are  provided  at  high 
prices,  though  the  difficulties  of 
transport  must  not  be  overlooked. 
It  is  perched  upon  a  ledge  9863  ft. 
above  the  sea,  and  supplies  every¬ 
thing  needful  for  a  night.  There  is 
a  smaller  cabin  for  the  guides.  The 
excursion  to  the  Grands  Mulets, 
and  a  night  spent  there,  give  a 
better  idea  of  the  glories  of  the  ice- 
world  than  can  be  obtained  else¬ 
where  at  so  moderate  a  cost  in 
exertion.  A  fine  sunset  from  this 
height  is  a  spectacle  never  to  be 
forgotten. 

Those  who  proceed  to  Mont  Blanc 
usually  start  an  hour  before  daj'- 
break,  in  order  to  profit  by  the 
hard  snow. 

The  track  mounts  for  about  3  to 
3 2  hrs.  by  the  easy  slopes  of  the 
Petit  Plateau^  and  a  steep  crevassed 
incline  to  the  G'rand  Plateau  (12,901 
ft.),  which  lies  between  the  Dome 
du  Gouter  and  Mont  Maudit.  In 
another  hour,  bearing  to  the  1.,  it 
passes  below  the  Bochers  Rouges,  and, 
W.  of  them,  the  ‘  Ancien  Passage  ’ 
where  Dr.  Hamel’s  guides  were  lost. 
It  then  enters  the  Corridor,  a  valley 
of  snow  leading  up  to  the  lowest 
point  on  the  crest  of  the  chain 
between  Mt.  Blanc  and  Mt.  Maudit. 
Here  the  Italian  mountains  and 
Monte  Rosa  first  burst  on  the  view. 
Now  begins  the  climb  up  the  Mur  de 
la  Cote,  a  slow  and  chilling  stage, 
as  steps  have  often  to  be  cut  up  the 
steep  slope.  But  above,  the  slope 
grows  less,  the  rocks  called  Petits 
Mulets  break  through  the  surface, 
and  after  a  long  easy  slope  has  been 


surmounted  the  summit  is  won.  It 
is  a  narrow  ridge,  some  200  yards 
long,  15,782  ft.  above  the  sea. 
During  the  latter  part  of  the  ascent, 
the  rarity  of  the  air  affects,  in  many 
cases,  the  frames  of  climbers,  so  as 
to  cause  them  to  find  unusual  diffi¬ 
culty  in  walking,  and  to  suffer  from 
headache  and  nausea.  The  effects, 
however,  are  rarely  experienced  by 
guides  or  practised  mountaineers, 
and  experience  in  various  portions  of 
the  globe  has  abundantly  proved 
that  at  heights  up  to  20,000  ft., 
mountain-sickness,  like  sea-sickness, 
is  an  affection  which,  in  the  majority 
of  cases,  yields  to  habit  and  train¬ 
ing  (see  Introd.), 

An  alternative  rte.  from  the 
Grand  Plateau,  often  followed,  is 
by  way  of  the  Bosses  du  Dromadaire 
(14,948  ft.b  It  is  more  exposed  to 
wind,  but  is  perhaps  otherwise  pre¬ 
ferable  to  the  ordinary  rte.,  specially 
as  a  large  new  2-roomed  hut,  has 
been  built  on  the  rocks  below  the 
Bosses  at  a  height  of  about  14.436  ft. 

The  view,  as  might  be  expected, 
is  remarkable  for  extent  and  sublim¬ 
ity,  rather  than  for  any  striking 
individual  feature.  The  eye  sweeps 
over  all  the  snowy  ranges  of  the 
Alps,  from  the  Dauphine  to  the 
Bernina.  The  Italian  plain,  so 
well  seen  from  Monte  Rosa,  is 
hidden  for  the  most  part  by  inter¬ 
vening  ranges,  but  the  line  of  the 
Apennines  is  distinctly  visible,  and 
on  the  other  side,  beyond  the  Jura, 
which  is  itself  seen  like  a  mountain 
on  a  model,  the  plains  of  France 
stretch  away  to  the  hills  of  the 
Cote  d’Or.  The  sky  overhead  is  of 
the  darkest  blue,  the  horizon  a  rich 
amber  tint,  morning  clouds  gather 
a  mile  below  the  feet,  sailing  over 
the  green  slopes  of  Savoy  or  hanging 
in  the  forests  of  Val  d’ Aosta.  Of 
course  there  are  many  days  when 
the  climber  finds  no  such  glorious 
rewards  for  his  pains.  Gathering 
mists  or  an  icy  blast  compel  him  to 
turn  back  again  after  a  hasty  glance 
to  convince  himself  that  he  has 
reached  the  highest  ridge.  Some 
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mountaineers,  however,  have  by 
prudent  skill  managed,  like  M.  Val- 
lot,  July  27-30,  1887,  to  spend 

3  days  on  the  top,  or  to  remain 
to  witness  the  sunset,  like  M. 
Loppe,  Mr.  Eccles,  and  Mr.  L. 
Stephen,  in  1873.  The  effect  of  the 
gigantic  shadow  flung  eastwards  by 
Mont  Blanc  as  the  sun  sinks  is 
described  as  most  wonderful..  The 
time  taken  in  the  descent  of  Mont 
Blanc  varies  from  4  to  8  hrs.,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  state  of  the  snow  and 
the  condition  of  the  climbers. 

Ascent  from  St.  Gervais. — From'  the 
nearest  starting-point,  the  Bellevue 
Bin  on  the  Col  de  Voza  (2  hrs.  from 
St.  Gervais),  a  track  passes  high 
along  the  flank  of  3Tt.  Lachcit  above 
the  Glacier  cle  Bionnassay.  The  slopes 
1.  are  ascended  to  the  foot  of  the 
rocks  of  the  Aiguille  clu  Gouter 
(12,707  ft.).  These  are  very  steep 
buttresses,  separated  by  snow  cou¬ 
loirs  ;  and  as  no  one  rib  can  be 
climbed  to  the  top,  a  traveller  has 
to  pass  from  one  to  the  other  across 
a  broad  couloir,  where  stones  some¬ 
times  fall.  This  is  the  only  danger 
in  the  climb.  If  all  goes  well,  the 
Cahane,  a  few  feet  below  the  summit 
of  the  aiguille,  is  reached  in  2|  hrs. 
from  the  base  of  the  rocks,  6  hrs. 
from  the  Inn.  From  this  point  the 
distance  along  the  ridge  of  the  Dome 
du  Gouter  and  Bosses  to  the  top  of 
Mont  Blanc  may  be  walked  in  4  or 
5  hrs.  In  1864  Mr.  Moore  accom¬ 
plished  the  whole  ascent  in  one  day 
from  the  P.  Bellevue  to  Chamonix. 

For  the  ascents  of  Mont  Blanc 
from  the  Italian  side,  see  Rte.  134^. 

The  excitement  of  passing  a  night 
on  the  mountain  is  part  of  the  in¬ 
terest  of  an  ascent  of  Mt.  Blanc. 
This  may,  however,  be  enjoyed  by 
going  to  the  Grands  Mukts,  an  excur¬ 
sion  in  which  there  is  no  danger, 
and  by  sleeping  there  ;  choosing  a 
moonlight  night  and  fine  weather 
to  enjoy  the  extensive  view,  the 

1  For  a  full  and  accurate  account  of  the 
history  of  IVIont  Blanc,  see  Monsieur  Charles 
Durier’s  admirable  work  Le  Mont  Blanc,  2nd 
ed.,  1880. 


bright  sky,  and  the  thunder  of  fall¬ 
ing  avalanches. 

All  the  conspicuous  Aiguilles  have 
yielded  to  the  perseverance  of 
climbers,  mainly  members  of  the 
Alpine  Club.  The  Aiguilk  Verte  is 
an  ascent  fit  only  for  practised 
climbers,  with  good  guides.  It 
varies  greatly  in  difficulty  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  state  of  the  rocks  and  the 
bergschrund,  and  in  some  years  is 
practically  impossible.  The  A.  du 
Midi  from  the  Vallee  Blanche  to  its 
E.  is' a  stiff  but  not  very  long  climb. 
The  A.  de  Trelateie  commands  a  noble 
view,  and  is  comparatively  easy. 
The  rock  obelisk  of  the  Dru  was 
climbed  in  1878,  by  the  S.  rocks,  by 
Messrs.  C.  T.  Dent  and  Hartley, 
after  repeated  unsuccessful  attempts. 
It  is  an  ascent  of  great  difficulty. 
The  highest  point  of  the  A.  du  Geant 
was  first  attained  in  1882  by  Mr.  W. 
W.  Graham. 

Chamonix  to  Sixt  by  the  Col  du 
Brevent  and  Col  d'Anterne  (20  m.)  is  a 
ride  or  w^alk  of  9  or  10  hrs.  (not 
including  halts)  by  an  excellent 
mule-path.  There  are  other  moun¬ 
tain  rtes.  to  Sixt  from  the  valley 
of  the  Arve,  from  Servoz,  St.  Martin, 
and  Magland  (all  described  in  Rte. 

143).- 

For  a  high-kvel  rte.  to  Zermatt 
from  Chamonix  in  4  or  5  days  there 
is  a  choice  of  passes,  ist  day.  Col 
du  Tour  or  Col  d’Argentiere  to  Or- 
sieres  and  perhaps  Bourg  St.  Pierre. 
2nd,  Col  des  Maisons  Blanches  to 
Mauvoisin,  or  Col  du  Sonadon  to  the 
Club  hut  at  Chanrion.  3rd,  Col  de 
Brenev,  or  Col  de  Chermontane  to 
Arolla.  4th,  Col  de  Bertol  and 
d’Herens  in  succession,  or  the  Cols 
du  Mt.  Brule  and  de  Valpelline. 

See  preceding  Rtes. 
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Col  de  Voza 
Contamines 
Nant  Borrant 
Col  du  Bonhomme 
Chapieux 
Mottets 

Col  de  la  Seigne 
Courmayeur 


Mule-path.  A  journey  of  3  short 
days  :  ist  day  to  Contamines  ;  2nd 
day  to  Chapieux  ;  3rd  day  to  Cour- 
inayeur  ;  or  2  long  days,  sleeping  at 
Nant  Borrant.  Fair  walkers  may 
cross  the  Col  des  Fours,  instead  of 
making  the  detour  by  Chapieux,  but 
will  do  still  better  to  venture  on  the 
Col  du  Mont  Tondu  (Rte.  142), 

The  Tour  of  Mont  Blanc  may  thus 
l)e  made  in  7  days,  i,  2,  and  3,  to 
Courmayeur;  4,  to  Aosta  (Rte.  134); 
5,  to  the  Great  St.  Bernard  (Rte. 
135)  ;  6,  to  Martigny  (Rte.  135)  ; 
7,  to  Chamonix.  Or  in  4  long  days  : 
I  and  2,  to  Courmayeur  ;  3,  to  Or- 
sieres  or  Martigny,  by  the  Col  Ferret 
vRte.  137),  or  to  the  Tete  Noire  by 
the  Lac  de  Champex  (Rte.  135)  ;  4, 
to  Chamonix  (Rte.  141'). 

A  guide  should  be  taken  in  doubt¬ 
ful  weather  over  the  Bonhomme 
and  Seigne.  These  passes  are  much 
exposed  to  bitter  winds  and  snow, 
and  the  path  may  be  easily  lost. 
The  views  of  the  Mont  Blanc  range 
from  the  Col  de  Yoza  and  in  the 
descent  to  Courmayeur  are  superb, 
but  between  the  Col  de  la  Seigne 
and  Contamines  the  scenery  is  dull. 

From  Chamonix  the  road  to  Sal- 
lanches  is  followed  as  far  as 


4^  m.  Les  Houches,  i|hr.,  from 
which  steep  paths  ascend  the  moun¬ 
tain  to  the 

Col  de  Voza.  The  first  path  to 
the  1.  goes  to  the  Pavilion  Bellevue 
(5948  ft.)  ;  another,  |  m.  farther 
on,  to  the  Pavilion  du  Col  de  Voza 
(5496  ft.).  [From  the  second  path  a 
third  branches  rt.  to  St.  Gervais  by 
the  Col  de  la  Forclaz  (5105  ft.)].  The 
first  is  the  bridle-path  generally  fol¬ 
lowed,  and  the  Bellevue  is  the  best 
Inn,  but  the  charges  are  high.  The 


view  from  the  col  of  the  vale  of 
Chamonix,  the  long  slopes  of  Mont 
Blanc  and  Aiguilles  Rouges,  is  ex¬ 
ceedingly  fine,  and  may  be  seen  to 
still  greater  advantage  from  the 
height  to  the  N.W.,  called  the 
Prarion_  (6^60  ft.)  (a-  Restaurant).  To 
the  W.  is  Mont  Joly.  On  the  de¬ 
scent  the  grand  Glacier  de  Bionnassay, 
sweeping  down  from  the  W.  flank 
of  Mont  Blanc,  between  savage  rocks, 
is  a  magnificent  object.  Those  who 
are  on  mules,  or  going  to  St.  Gervais, 
pass  through  the  village  of  Bionnas- 
say,  and  down  a  ravine  in  forest  to 
the  Val  de  Montjoie  at  Bionnay,  i|  hr. 
from  the  col,  2  m.  from  St.  Gervais, 
3]^  m.  from  Contamines.  The 
shorter  path  to  Contamines  crosses 
the  stream  near  the  glacier,  runs 
along  the  mountain-side  through 
Champel,  and  then  1.  over  the 
shoulder,  descending  to  the  carriage- 
road  at  the  chalets  of  La  Villette,  m. 
from  Bionnay,  2  m.  from  Conta¬ 
mines.  On  the  way  down,  there  is 
a  commanding  view  of  the  Val  de 
Montjoie,  extending  upwards  to  the 
Bonhomme,  while  opposite  is  seen 
the  pretty  village  of  St.  Nicolas  de 
Veroce,  at  the  base  of  Mont  J oly. 

Contamines  (3927  ft.)  is  a  scat¬ 
tered  village  with  a  handsome 
church,  prettily  situated  on  a  com¬ 
manding  height. 

[Mont  Joly  (8291  ft.\  can  be  as¬ 
cended  in  3  to  4  hrs.  by  an  easy 
track.  Mules  can  go  nearly  to  the 
top.  It  commands  a  noble  view  of 
the  W.  side  of  Mont  Blanc,  corre¬ 
sponding  as  a  belvedere  to  the  Cram- 
mont  on  the  S.  and  the  Brevent  on 
the  N.  There  is  an  Bm  an  hour 
below  the  top. 

The  Col  du  Joly  leads  by  the  valley 
of  Haute  Luce  in  6  hrs.  to  Beaufort 
(Rte.  i5o\ 

An  interesting  excursion  may  be 
made  to  the  Glacier  de  TrelatMe  (close 
to  it  is  a  small  Inn),  descending 
from  it  to  Nant  Borrant  ;  or  the  Col 
du  Mont  Tondu  (Rte.  142)  may  be 
passed  to  the  Col  de  la  Seigne. 
From  the  Inn  the  Aiguille  de  Berangcn- 
;i  1,257  ft-S  niay  be  ascended  in 
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4  hrs.  The  Aiguille  or  Howe  de  Miage 
(12,100  ft.),  can  be  reached  in  a 
rather  longer  time,  best  direct  from 
Contamines  by  the  Frasse  Glacier.] 

From  Contamines  the  carriage- 
road  runs  along  the  E.  side  of  the 
Bon  Nant  (there  is  a  footpath  on  the 
other  side)  as  far  as  a  bridge  oppo¬ 
site  the  chapel  of  Notre  Dame  de  la 
Gorge,  situated  at  the  end  of  a  ravine, 
a  romantic  spot,  shut  in  by  rocks. 
Here  the  ascent  to  the  Bonhomme 
properly  begins.  A  very  steep  and 
rudely-paved  path  leads  directly  out 
of  the  ravine,  step-wise,  through  a 
forest,  and  where  it  gains  the  open 
alp  passes  in  a  deep  chasm  the  fall 
of  the  Bon  Nant.  Just  above  it  is 
the  Inn — 

Ati  Nant  Borrant  4780  ft.  (rough). 
It  stands  on  the  verge  of  a  steep 
descent,  with  a  view  down  the  val¬ 
ley  ;  the  scenery  is  wild  and  grand, 
and  heightened  in  effect  by  the  roar 
of  the  Bon  Nant.  A  finer  waterfall 
may  be  found  in  the  torrent  which 
descends  from  the  Glacier  of  Trela- 
tete.  It  may  be  reached  in  ^  hr., 
and  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  re¬ 
turn  to  the  Inn  in  ascending  to  the 
Bonhomme. 

Above  Nant  Borrant  the  path, 
after  completing  the  ascent  from  the 
chapel,  runs  nearly  on  a  level 
tlirough  a  rich  upland  vale  between 
clumps  of  fir.  A  rough  track 
mounts  to  the  humble  Dm  of  the 
Chalet  d  la  Barme,  where  the  traveller 
has  reached  the  limit  of  trees.  To 
the  W.  rises  a  fantastic  ridge,  which 
gives  name  to  the  pass,  one  of  its 
pinnacles  being  called  Le  Bonhomme, 
another  (1.  of  it),  La  Femme  du  Bon¬ 
homme.  [A  track  mounts  1.  to  the 
Col  de  la  Fenetre,  leading  to  Beaufort 
by  the  valley  of  Haute  Luce  (Rte. 
150 and  further  on,  another  col,  ap- 
])roached  by  a  long  slope  of  debris, 
leads  to  the  same  place  by  the  beau¬ 
tiful  Val  de  la  Gitte,  joining  the 
])ath  from  the  Col  de  la  Sauce.]  A 
rocky  defile  loads  to  the  Plan  Joret, 
1 1  hr.  from  Nant  Borrant,  a  grassy 
basin  (6437  ft.),  in  which  are  found 
the  Chalet  du  Mont  Jovet  and  a  little 


lake,  the  Lac  Noir.  The  Vaudois, 
under  Henri  Arnaud,  passed  by 
these  huts  in  Aug.  1689  on  the 
‘  Glorieuse  Rentree’  (10  days  from 
the  Lake  of  Geneva  to  their  valleys), 
having  come  from  the  Lake  of  Geneva 
by  St.  Jeoire,  Cluses,  Sallanches, 
Megeve,  the  Col  de  Very,  and  the 
Col  de  la  Fenetre  (Rte.  150).  On 
Aug.  20th  they  crossed  the  Col  du 
Bonhomme  to  Seez  in  the  Isere 
valley  at  the  foot  of  the  Little  St. 
Bernard.  Upwards  the  valley  is 
closed  by  the  Bonhomme  ;  and,  on 
looking  back,  the  whole  length  of 
the  Val  de  Montjoie  is  seen  bounded 
by  the  peaks  of  the  Varens  above 
St.  Martins.  [To  the  E.  is  a  short 
cut  to  Mottets  by  the  Col  d’Enclaves 
^8813  ft.),  just  N.  of  the  Tete  d’En¬ 
claves,  a  rough  ascent  from  the  Lac 
Noir  of  about  i  lir.,  descent  of  i  j  hr.] 
The  path  of  the  Bonhomme  leads  up 
a  steep  acclivity  for  20  min.,  to  the 
Plan  des  Dames  (6746  ft.  above  the 
sea),  where  a  cairn,  or  heap  of  stones, 
has  existed  from  time  immemorial. 
Tradition  says,  that  a  great  lady 
with  her  suite  perished  here  in  a 
storm,  and  gave  name  to  the  fatal 
spot. 

Another  wild  ascent  of  40  min. 
leads  up  herbless  slopes  to  what, 
from  below,  seems  to  be  the  col,  but 
it  is  the  Col  de  la  Sauce  (6601  ft.),  be¬ 
tween  Le  Bonhomme  and  Mont  Roselette, 
leading  W.  to  Beaufort  (Rte.  150). 
Bearing  1.  from  this  point,  another 
hr.  S.E.  across  a  pathless  waste 
brings  the  traveller  to  the  cross  on 
the 

Col  du  Bonhomme,  (8147  ft.),  where 
the  view  opens  S.  towards  the  val¬ 
ley  of  the  Isere  and  Mont  Poiml 
(12,428  ft.),  one  of  the  most  beauti¬ 
ful  peaks  in  the  Alps,  flanked  by 
the  Aiguille  de  la  SassiD’e.  The  higher 
slopes  of  the  Bonhomme  may  at 
times  be  dangerous.  They  are  occa¬ 
sionally  swept  by  the  most  violent 
winds,  which  stir  up  those  fearful 
snow-eddies  called  ‘  tourmentes.’  A 
guide  should  be  taken  if  there  is  the 
least  prospect  of  bad  weather,  but 
even  a  guide  may  here  lose  the  way. 
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This  happened  on  the  13th  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  1830,  when  two  English 
gentlemen,  with  guides,,  perished 
from  cold  and  exhaustion  whilst 
crossing  the  pass. 

[To  Mottets  and  the  Col  de  la 
Soigne,  the  shorter  course  by  an 
hour  is  the  Col  des  Fokvs  (8891  ft.), 
and  this  is  frequently  taken  by 
those  who  wish  to  reach  Courmayeur 
in  one  day  from  Nant  Borrant.  The 
track  to  it  mounts  1.  from  the  Croix 
du  Bonhomme,  and  descends  to  a 
bridge  a  little  below  Mottets.  De¬ 
scent  steep  and  rough.] 

To  Chapieux  the  descent  is  over 
grass,  and  easy. 

Chapieux,  4951  ft.  This  is  a 
group  of  gaunt  stone  huts,  one  of 
which  is  the  douane,  surrounded  by 
wild  and  bare  slate  mountains. 
[The  valley  of  Bellaval  to  the  S., 
leads  in  3  hrs.  to  Bourg  St.  Maurice, 
the  latter  part  of  the  way  by  an  ex¬ 
cellent  carriage-road.]  The  path  up 
the  stream  leads  in  i|  hr.  to  some 
huts  and  a  little  chapel,  where  the 
stream  is  crossed,  and  in  |  hr. 
more  to  the 

Chalets  of  Mottets  (6227  ft.\  one 
house  forming  2  Inns. 

The  paths  from  the  Cols  du  Bon¬ 
homme,  des  Fours,  d’Enclaves,  and 
du  Mont  Tondu,  all  meet  here.  Above 
the  blue  ice  of  the  Glacier  des 
Glaciers  is  the  Aig.  des  Glaciers  ;  to 
the  1.  the  small  Glacier  de  la 
Lanchette,  and  Moyit  Tondu. 

The  ascent  to  the  Col  de  la  Seigne 
lies  over  grass.  The  summit,  i|  hr. 
from  Mottets,  is  8132  ft.  above  the 
sea,  on  a  ridge  which  runs  down 
from  the  Aig.  des  Glaciers  and 
separates  the  waters  which  feed  the 
Rhone  from  those  which  are  tribu¬ 
taries  of  the  Po.  [From  the  col  a 
slight  ascent  towards  the  S.E. 
suffices  to  reach  the  Col  de  Chavayines, 

{ 8550  ft.\  leading  direct  in  3}  hrs.  to 
La  Thuille,  on  the  Little  Saint 
Bernard  road  (Rte.  149).]  It  com¬ 
mands  the  vista  of  the  Allee  Blanche 
and  Val  Ferret  for  18  m.,  and  of  the 
S.  side  of  Mont  Blanc,  which,  rising 
1 1, OCX)  ft.  above  the  Alice  Blanche, 


without  being  absolutely  a  preci¬ 
pice,  is  in  great  part  too  steep  to 
allow  snow  to  rest  on  it. 

This  view  has  been  compared 
with  that  of  the  Vale  of  Chamonix 
from  the  Cbl  de  Voza.  It  is  far 
more  stern  and  savage.  The  valley 
is  in  great  part  ruined  by  glaciers 
and  avalanches.  Mont  Blanc  itself  is 
more  imposing  but  less  beautiful, 
though  the  enormous  buttress-like 
masses  of  its  southern  aiguilles  sur¬ 
pass  in  grandeur  the  rock-scenery 
on  its  Savoyard  flanks.  The  chief 
features  of  the  range  in  the  Allee 
Blanche  are, — directly  to  the  1.  the 
Aig.  des  Glaciers  and  Aig.  de  Trelatete, 
from  which  streams  the  Gl.  de  VAllw 
Blanche  ;  the  great  Gl.  de  Miage  ;  the 
summit  of  Mont  Blcmc.,  supported  by  the 
buttresses  of  Mont  BrouiUard  and  A. 
de  Petevet,  the  last  of  the  boldest 
form  ;  and,  beyond  it,  the  Aig.  du 
Geant  and  Grandes  Jovasses. 

The  Allee  Blanche  (properly  ‘  La 
lex  Blanche  :  ’  lex  or  lei,  according 
to  M.  Durier,  signifles  an  enclosed 
pasture,  lienee  in  the  mountains  a 
pastui'e  hemmed  in  by  precipices  ; 
cf.  Pigne  de  la  Lee  or  I’Allee,  near 
Zinal,  Alefroide,  la  lex  froide,.  in 
Dauphine),  consists  of  three  distinct 
basins.  The  traveller  descends 
from  the  col,  over  slopes  of  grass,  to 
the  highest,  which  presents  in  its 
surroundings  one  of  the  wildest  and 
most  solitary  scenes  imaginable.  To 
the  1.  are  tYve  P%jramides  Calcaires,  to  the 
rt.  bare  and  savage  highlands.  An 
extensive  plain  marks  the  site  of  a 
lake  once  formed  here  by  the 
moraine  of  the  Gl,  de  I’Allee 
Blanche,  through  which  the  river 
tumbles  in  a  foaming  rapid.  [Hence 
to  La  Thuille  on  the  Little  St. 
Bernard  road  by  the  Col  de  Chavannes.'] 
At  the  head  of  this  descent  the 
stream  is  crossed  to  the  rt.,  bank, 
and  the  path  goes  steeply  down, 
with  a  fine  view  of  Mt.  Blanc  and 
the  Gl.  de  Miage,  to  the  second 
basin.  This  is  occupied  at  its  lower 
end  by  the  Lac  de  Comhal,  and  walled 
in,  by  the  moraine  of  the  Gl.  de 
Miage,  one  of  the  most  remarkable 
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in  the  Alps.  The  track  skirts  the  S. 
shore  of  the  lake  to  a  very  ancient 
dam  and  sluice  at  the  outlet,  from 
which  a  path  ascends  rt.  to  Cour- 
mayeur  by  the  Col  de  Checruit.  The 
valley  path  crosses  the  dam,  and 
then  runs  for  nearly  2  m.  down  the 
side  of  the  moraine,  which  is 
covered  by  fir-trees,  and  forms  with 
the  mountain-side  a  ravine  through 
which  the  river  rushes.  The  rest  of 
the  valley  is  filled  by  the  rubbish 
left  by  the  glacier,  which  is,  how¬ 
ever,  not  seen.  The  moraine  ends 
on  a  beautiful  green  alp,  with  a 
small  Inn — the  Cantine  della  Visaille — 
from  which  there  is  a  grand  view  of 
A.  de  Peteret  (12,392  ft.),  the  Dru 
of  the  S.  side.  Below  this  point  the 
valley  is  called  Val  de  Veni,  and  is 
bordered  by  rich  meadows  on  the  rt. 
The  third  basin  is  a  waste  of  stones 
thinly  sprinkled  with  firs,  and 
scored  by  numberless  streams. 
Above  it  rise  the  precipices  of  the 
Mont  Brouillard.  At  its  lower  end 
the  mountains  close  (rt.  another 
path  to  the  Col  de  Checruit \  and 
the  traveller  enters  the  forest  of  St. 
Nicolas,  covering  the  base  of  Mt. 
Chetif,  from  which  are  seen  some  of 
the  finest  views  in  the  descent.  The 
empty  bed  and  huge  moraines  of  the 
Gl.  de  la  Brenva  fill  the  depths  of 
the  valley,  and  above  them  tower 
the  A.  de  Peteret,  and  other 
buttresses  of  Mt.  Blanc.  Before  the 
foreground  was  spoilt  by  the  retreat 
of  the  glacier,  this  was  one  of  the 
most  impressive  scenes  in  the  Alps. 
On  a  little  terrace  stands  the  chapel 
of  N.  D.  de  Guerison  or  dii  Perrier, 
whence  the  view  is  seen  to  perfec¬ 
tion.  The  path  now  descends  to¬ 
wards  the  opening  between  the 
Chetif  and  the  Mont  de  la  Saxe, 
through  which  the  waters  of  Mt. 
Blanc  flow  into  the  Val  d’ Aosta,  and 
crossing  them  to  the  baths  of  La 
Saxe,  in  20  min.  more,  or  4^  hrs. 
from  the  Col  de  la  Seigne,  reaches 

Courmayeur  (Rte.  i34\ 


KOUTE  141. 

CHAMONIX  TO  MARTIGNY  OR 
VERNAYAZ. 

A.  By  the  Tete  Noire. 

B.  By  Finhaut  and  Sal  van. 

C.  By  the  Col  de  Balme. 

There  are  several  routes  from  Cha¬ 
monix  to  Martigny,  two  of  which 
divide  at  Argentiere  and  meet  again 
at  the  foot  of  the  Forclaz  in  the 
Trient  valley.  The  TMe  Noire  road  is 
practicable  for  chars  (Post  carriage 
daily  in  8  hrs.  from  Chamonix — 
16  fr.  a  place\  and  the  surveys  for  a 
railway  are  now  in  progress  ;  and 
there  is  a  char-road  by  Finhaut  and 
Salvan  to  Vernayaz  ;  over  the  Col  de 
Balme  there  is  a  mule-path.  From 
Argentiere  to  Martigny  is  about  7 
hrs.  by  the  first,  and  8  hrs.  by  the 
last  route.  Travellers  are  often 
perplexed  which  to  choose  of  these 
two  passes.  The  general  scenery  of 
the  Tete  Noire  is  superior  ;  but  the 
Col  de  Balme  has  one  view  which 
surpasses  any  on  the  Tete  Noire. 
There  is  again  a  choice  of  roads 
from  the  Tete  Noire  to  the  Rhone 
valley.  The  Forclaz  may  well  be 
preferred  by  travellers  leaving 
Chamonix,  the  Vernayaz  route  by 
those  approaching  it.  The  journey 
may  be  broken  at  the  H.  Royal  du 
ChMelard,  or  at  the  Tete  Noire  Inn. 

Pedestrians  may  solve  the  problem 
by  proceeding  from  Chamonix  to 
the  Tete  Noire  ;  thence  they  may 
strike  off  right  through  meadows 
and  across  pasture  to  the  Pin  on  the 
Col  de  Balme,  adding  thereby  2  to  3 
hrs.  to  their  walk. 

A  broad  carriage-road  lies  up  the 
vale  of  Chamonix,  by  Les  Praz.  It 
then  mounts  a  wooded  defile  past 
the  hamlet  of  Tines  to  that  of  Les 
lies,  and,  crossing  the  Arve,  reaches 
by  a  gentle  ascent  the  village  of 

Argentiere  (3963  ft.h  Here  the 
diminished  Glacier  of  Argentiere 
(on  the  1.  bank  of  which  is  the  little 
Pavilion  de  Lognan,  a  small  Inn, 
whence  the  glacier  can  be  visited) 
is  seen  streaming  down  from  the 
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Aiguille  d’Argenti^'re  and  Le  Tour 
Noir,  and  there  is  also  a  fine  view  of 
Mont  Blanc. 

A.  The  Tete  Woire. 

Beyond  Argentiere  the  path  to  the 
Col  dc  Balme  turns  oft'  rt.  The  road 
of  the  Tete  Noire  rises  rapidly,  with 
fine  views  of  the  Aiguille  Verte  to 
the  miserable  hamlet  of  TreUchamp^ 
and  in  3  hrs.  from  ^-I’gentifere  attains 
the 

Col  cles  Mantels  (4741  ft.\  the  lowest 
point  in  the  ridge  connecting  the 
chain  of  Mt.  Blanc  with  the  Ai¬ 
guilles  Rouges,  and  dividing  the 
waters  of  the  Rhone  and  the  Arve. 
At  the  Col  do  Balme  the  same  ridge 
is  crossed  at  a  point  nearly  2500  ft. 
higher. 

A  little  beyond  the  crest,  near 
Poyaz,  the  savage  valley  of  Berard 
opens  to  the  1.  The  Eau  Noire 
descends  from  it  into  the  head  of 
the  Vallorcine,  and,  |  hr.’s  walk  up 
the  stream,  forms  the  beautiful  Cas¬ 
cade  de  Berard,  tumbling  in  the  jiine- 
forest  down  a  bed  of  granite  rocks. 
On  looking  up  this  valley,  the  snows 
of  the  lofty  Buet  lying  behind  the 
Aiguilles  Rouges  are  seen.  [The  as¬ 
cent  of  the  Buet  may  be  made  by 
following  the  Eau  Noire  upwards  to 
the  Inn  at  the  Pierre  a  Berard,  where 
a  traveller  can  pass  the  night  (Rte. 
138  k).  The  valley  of  Berard  leads 
also  by  the  Col  de  Salenton  to  Servoz 
through  the  valley  of  the  Diosaz.] 

A  short  descent  from  the  Col  des 
Montets  leads  to 

Vallorcine  (4101  ft.\  the  chief 
village  of  the  valley,  much  exposed 
to  avalanches  of  snow.  Its  church 
having  been  more  than  once  swept 
away,  a  strong  rainpart  of  masonry 
and  earth  has  been  raised  to  defend 
it  from  similar  catastrophes.  The 
first  mention  of  a  church  here  occurs 
in  1272,  when  one  was  built  by  the 
prior  of  Chamonix  for  a  German- 
speaking  colony  from  the  Valais, 
which  settled  in  the  valley.  The 
date  of  this  settlement  is  unknown, 
but  as  the  first  recorded  transactions 
with  the  priory  date  from  1264  and 


1285,  perhaps  the  settlers  were  part  of 
the  13th  cent,  emigration,  of  which 
traces  still  remain  in  the  Grisons,  and 
the  valleys  S.  of  Monte  Rosa.  Possi¬ 
bly  like  the  German  colonies  at  Sixt 
and  Abondance,  they  were  Teutonic 
Burgundians  driven  up  into  the  hills 
and  not  Romanized  like  the  Burgun¬ 
dians  generally.  By  1330  the  prior 
had  established  his  authority  over 
them,  and  henceforth  they  form  part 
of  the  community  of  Chamonix,  their 
history  being  largely  made  up  of 
quarrels  with  the  herdsmen  of  Fin- 
haut  and  Salvan,  which  belonged  to 
the  abbey  of  St.  Maurice. 

The  road  now  descends  more 
rapidly,  enters  the  forest,  and  soon 
reaches  the  little  Inyi  of 

H.  de  la  Cascade,  half-way  to  Mar- 
tigny,  where  travellers  may  visit 
the  Fcdl  of  the  Barberine,  |  hr.  to  the  1., 
loftier  but  not  so  beautifully  situated 
as  the  Cascade  de  Berard.  The 
stream  descends  between  the  moun¬ 
tains  Le  Perron  (W.)  and  Bel  Oiseau 
(E.),  and  its  glen  runs  up  to  Mt.  Buan 
and  the  Tour  Sallieres.  [By  the  Val 
Barberine  Sixt  may  be  reached  over 
the  Col  du  Greyiairon  through  the 
Emosson  glen,  or  by  the  difficult  CoL 
de  Tanneverge,  farther  N.  ;  and  Cham- 
pery  by  the  Col  de  la  Tour  Scdlieres,  a 
glacier  pass  at  the  head  of  the  valley, 
between  the  Tour  Sallieres,  and  Mt. 
Ruan.]  ^  hr.  beyond  the  H.  de  la 
Cascade  is  a  larger  and  very  good 
house,  the 

H.  Suisse  at  Chdtelard,  close  to  an  old 
barrier  gate  and  redoubt,  marking  tin; 
frontier  of  Savoy  and  the  Valais. 
This  is  a  beautiful  part  of  the  road. 
The  valley  is  contracted  to  a  defile, 
which  is  richly  clothed  with  forest, 
and  overhung  by  the  savage  rocks  of 
the  Perron  and  Bel  Oiseau.  There  are 
turfy  green  knolls  and  a  clear  rush¬ 
ing  torrent,  and  S.W.  the  peaks 
of  the  Aiguilles  Rouges.  [Here  the 
path  by  the  Eau  Noire  to  Vernayaz 
strikes  oft'  to  the  1.  (see  below  B\J 
The  char-road  goes  through  the  old 
archway  and  winds  upwards,  with  a 
charming  view,  to  a  short  tunnel  in 
a  situation  of  singular  grandeur.  10 
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min.  beyond  the  tunnel  (Roche 
Percee)  is  the 

Hotel  de  la  Tete  Noire  (4003  ft.),  one 
of  the  usual  halting-places  between 
Chamonix  and  Martigny  (about  4 
hrs.  from  Chamonix).  Near  the  inn 
are  the  Gorges  Mysterieiises  du  Triege  (i 
fr.  admission),  very  striking  and 
picturesque,  and  worth  a  visit ; 
it  is  possible  to  pass  through  them 
and  so  reach  Finhaut.  On  the  hill¬ 
side,  just  above  the  inn  is  the  path 
already  mentioned  leading  to  the  Col 
de  Balme,  which  anyone  staying  here 
should  ascend  for  a  short  distance. 
On  the  other  side  is  a  path  which 
crosses  the  deep  valley  and  joins  the 
bridle-rte.  to  Vernayaz. 

At  this  point  the  road  quits  the 
valley  of  the  Eau  Noire  to  ascend  its 
tributary  the  Trient,  which  forces 
its  way  at  a  great  depth  below  the 
road.  The  traveller  turns  abruptly 
into  the  dark  forest  of  Trient,  passing 
round  the  shoulder  of  a  mountain 
covered  with  forests  :  this  shoulder 
is  called  the  Tete  Noire,  and  forms 
part  of  the  Croix  de  Fer  (9218  ft.),  the 
highest  point  between  the  rtes,  of 
the  Col  de  Balme  and  Tete  Noire. 
He  ascends  through  the  dense  forest 
for  20  min.  and  then  emerging  into 
the  open  valley  crosses  the  stream  to 

Trient  (4249  ft.),  seated  on  rich 
meadows  between  forests  and  preci¬ 
pices,  in  view  of  the  Glacier  du 
Trient,  which  closes  the  valley.  A 
steep  ascent  leads  in  30  min.  to  the 
second  pass — 

The  Col  de  la  Forclaz,  4997  ft.  (a 
small  Inn).  [From  the  Forclaz  or 
from  Trient,  the  Glacier  du  Trient  can 
be  gained  in  i|  hrs.  Thence  Cham- 
pex  can  be  reached  in  4  or  5  hrs.  by 
the  Femtre  d’Arpette^  or  the  Col  des 
Ecandies,  or  the  Orny  Club  hut  at¬ 
tained,  or  the  rtes.  of  the  Coldii  Tour 
or  of  the  Fenetre  de  Saleinaz  rejoined. 
From  Trient  the  glacier  Col  des  Grands 
also  leads  to  the  Tour  glacier.] 

[The  traveller  who  is  going  to  the 
Great  St.  Bernard  may  from  this 
point  agreeaVjly  vary  the  hackneyed 
rte.  by  Martigny  and  Sembrancher, 
by  crossing  the  mountain  on  the  rt. 


to  the  Lake  of  Champex.  It  is  a 
rough  bridle-path  of  4  or  5  hrs.  to 
Orsieres.  Ladies  should  sleep  the 
previous  night  at  Chatelard  or  the 
Tete  Noire.  From  the  Forclaz  the 
path  diverges  and  gradually  ascends, 
and  between  the  chalets  of  La  Giete 
and  Bovine  affords  a  more  extensive 
and  magnificent  view  than  that  from 
the  Forclaz.  Milk  in  abundance  can 
be  got  at  Bovine.  A  little  further, 
the  path  descends  by  sharp  zig2:ags 
to  a  torrent  which  it  crosses  by  a 
plank- bridge.  Thence  it  runs  parallel 
to,  but  above,  the  torrent,  and  de¬ 
scends  to  the  valley  of  Champex. 

The  Catogne  [8^02  ft.),  which  rises 
over  the  Great  St.  Bernard  road, 
is  connected  with  the  Mont  Blanc 
chain,  by  a  low  ridge,  to  which  the 
valley  of  Champey  runs  up.  Close 
to  its  summit  lies  the  secluded  and 
most  beautiful  little  Lake  of  Champex^ 
set  in  a  fringe  of  firs,  with  the 
splendid  Combin  towering  in  the 
distance  behind  it.  Here  several 
Inns  have  been  oj^ened.  (For  details 
as  to  Champex  see  Rte.  135  under 
Orsieres).  From  the  lake  a  rapid  de¬ 
scent  of  I  hr.  leads  to  Orsieres.] 
From  the  Forclaz  the  view  is 
limited,  but  |  hr.  lower  down,  the 
long  course  of  the  Rhone  through 
the  Valais,  a  prospect  celebrated  in 
the  Alps,  is  displayed  in  perfection. 
The  new  road  commands  finer  views 
than  the  rough  old  path,  and  is  pre¬ 
ferable  even  for  pedestrians.  The 
descent  is  at  first  through  woods, 
and  1 1  hr.  is  required  to  reach  the 
Dranse  at  Martigny-Bourg.  It  is 
I  m.  of  flat  road  to 
Martigny-Ville  (Rte.  56).  It 
takes  2 1  hrs.  to  ascend  from  Mar¬ 
tigny  to  the  Forclaz,  1 1  hr.  to  descend, 
B.  By  Finhaut  and  Salvan. 
The  pass  of  the  Tete  Noire  to  Mar¬ 
tigny  may  be  advantageously  varied 
by  following  the  stream  of  the  Eau 
Noire  downwards  into  the  valley  of 
the  Rhone,  through  a  very  beauti¬ 
ful  valley,  avoiding  Martigny  and 
shortening  the  distance  to  the  Lake 
of  Geneva.  From  Chatelard  to  Ver¬ 
nayaz  is  about  4  hrs.  (char-road). 
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At  the  Hotel  du  Chdielard  the  roads 
separate  :  that  to  the  h,  leading  to 
Veriiayaz,  begins  at  once  to  ascend, 
and  very  soon  the  church  and  village 
of  Finhaut  are  seen.  The  road  is 
well  laid  out.  A  steep  ascent  by 
zigzags  takes  you,  in  45  min.,  to  the 
highest  point  of  the  pass  (4262  ft.). 
Thence  a  descent,  and  then  an  ascent 
brings  you,  in  45  min.,  to  Finhaut 
(4590  ft.).  The  Gorges  du  Triege  are 
very  striking,  and  worth  seeing  (ad¬ 
mission  I  fr.)  ;  it  is  possible  to  pass 
through  them  and  so  reach  the  Tete 
Noire  Inn.  Then  follows  an  ascent 
of  about  10  min.,  from  the  summit 
of  which  is  a  fine  view  into  the 
ravines  below  and  up  to  the  moun¬ 
tains  above.  From  the  1.  side  of  the 
Trient  glen,  the  upper  part  of  the 
valley  appears  like  a  narrow  black 
trench,  with  a  distant  view  of  Mont 
Blanc  filling  up  the  depression  of  the 
Col  des  Montets,  through  which  the 
road  of  the  Tete  Noire  passes.  Ex¬ 
amples  of  ‘  glacier  markings,’  in¬ 
teresting  to  the  geologist,  may  bo 
observed  on  the  rocks.  After  a  steep 
descent  of  45  min.  through  fine  pine- 
woods,  the  little  village  of  Triquent 
and  the  bridge  over  the  Triege  are 
reached.  The  bridge  is  at  a  great 
height  above  the  stream,  which 
comes  tumbling  down  the  rocks 
above  and  below.  About  \  hr.  of 
tolerably  level  road  brings  you  to 
Salvan  (3035  ft.).  This  delight¬ 
fully  situated  village  has  become  a 
very  favourite  resort  of  recent  years. 
Many  pretty  excursions  may  be  made 
from  it,  as  well  as  easy  ascents 
commanding  fine  views.  In  particu¬ 
lar  the  excursion  to  the  Creuse  cha¬ 
lets  (25  hrs.)  and  that  to  the  Scdcmfe 
pastures  (3  lirs.)  are  recommended. 
The  latter  brings  you  to  the  foot  of 
the  Dent  du  Midi,  any  of  the  summits 
of  which  may  be  ascended  hence 
(the  highest,  10,696  ft.,  in  5hrs.\  or 
Champery  reached  in  8  or  9  hrs.,  by 
the  Col  de  Clusanfe  or  Sezanfe  or  Susanfe 
1,8202  ft.')  or  St.  Maurice  by  the  Col  du 
Jorat  or  de  Scdanfe  (4  hra.k  The  Col 
de  Barherine  leads  to  the  head  of  the 
glen  of  that  name,  whence  the  Moyit 


Ruan  (10,099  ft.\  and  Tour  Sallieres 
(10,588  ft.)  may  be  climbed.  Detailed 
information  as  to  ascents  and  ex¬ 
cursions  may  bo  found  in  Mons. 
Auguste  Wagnon’s  very  complete 
guidebook  Autour  de  Salvan  (1885’. 
Beyond  Salvan  the  road  leaves  the 
inaccessible  gorge  through  which  the 
Trient  pours  into  the  Rhone  to  the 
rt.,  and  with  fine  views  of  the  Rhone 
valley,  descends  (in  under  i  hr.)  by 
52  zigzags  down  a  wooded  cliff  upon 
the  village  and  railway  station  of 

Vernayaz,  a  little  above  the  Sa- 
lanfe  or  Pissevache  waterfall,  2  m. 
from  Martigny  (Rte.  56). 

C.  The  Col  de  Balme. 

From  Argentiere  a  steady,  shade- 
less,  and  somewhat  monotonous  as¬ 
cent  of  2^  hrs.  leads  past  Le  Tour, 
the  highest  village  in  the  valley,  to 
the  crest  which  forms  the  extreme 
N.E.  boundary  of  the  valley  of  Cha¬ 
monix,  and  is  known  as  the  Col  de 
Balme  7225  ft.  {Inn  :  tolerable,  but 
rather  dear),  commanding  a  noble 
view.  Mont  Blanc,  from  his  summit 
to  his  base  in  the  vale  of  Chamonix, 
rises  before  the  traveller,  towering 
high  above  the  A.  du  Midi  and  its 
fellows.  Nearer  at  hand  are  the  Ai¬ 
guilles  Verte  and  du  Dru.  Below, 
the  eye  sweeps  through  the  vale  of 
Chamonix,  to  the  Col  de  Voza  at  its 
other  extremity,  15  m.  distant.  On 
the  rt.,  are  the  Aiguilles  Rouges 
and  Brevent,  and  more  to  the  rt.  the 
snowy  summit  of  the  Buet.  On  the 
other  side,  the  range  of  the  Bernese 
Alps  forms  a  feature  in  the  pano¬ 
rama.  It  is  a  noble  view,  but  its 
impressiveness  has  been  somewhat 
exaggerated.  To  see  it  to  the  greatest 
advantage  travellers  should  gain  an 
eminence  ^  hr.  N.  under  the  Croix  de 
Fer  (9218  ft.i,  the  highest  point  of 
the  mountain  mass  between  the  Col 
de  Balme  and  Tete  Noire,  which  can 
itself  be  ascended,  though  care  should 
be  taken,  as  it  was  on  its  crumbling 
rocks  that  Herr  Escher  of  Zurich 
perished  in  1791.  There  are  paths 
IVom  the  Col  direct  to  the  Tete  Noire 
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Inn,  and  the  H.  du  Chatelard  near 
the  Barberine  waterfall. 

The  Col  de  Balme  Inn  is  a  good 
starting-point  for  the  Col  du  Tour 
and  Fenetre  de  Saleinaz  (Rte.  142), 
and  the  ascent  of  the  peaks  around 
the  Orny  and  Tour  Glaciers. 

The  descent  into  the  Trient  valley 
is  by  a  steep  but  good  path,  com¬ 
manding  views  of  the  Glacier  du  Trient. 
The  char-road  of  the  Forclaz  is  joined 
in  about  i  hr.  at  the  corner  of  the 
first  zigzag. 

The  road  seen  on  the  rt.,  leading 
to  the  foot  of  the  glacier,  was  made 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  the  ice 
to  the  railway  for  exportation. 


ROUTE  142. 

THE  GLACIER  PASSES  OVER  THE 
MONT  BLANC  CHAIN. 

The  glacier  group,  of  which  Mont 
Blanc  is  the  principal  summit,  is 
cut  off  by  gaps  which  fall  far  below 
the  snow  level  from  the  rest  of  the 
Alpine  chain.  Its  limits  may  be 
clearly  traced  on  the  accompany¬ 
ing  map,  from  which  it  will 
also  be  evident  that  between  the 
Forclaz  and  the  Col  des  Fours  no 
rte.  can  be  found  across  the  chain 
which  does  not  involve  the  passage 
of  a  glacier.  Several,  however,  of 
the  passes  described  below  are  per¬ 
fectly  safe  for  moderate  pedestrians 
with  good  guides,  and  will  be  found 
less  fatiguing  than  many  mule-paths, 
while  the  scenery  they  offer  is  neces¬ 
sarily  of  great  interest.  They  are  at 
present  priced  in  the  tariff'  at  from 
30  to  60  frs.  per  guide  ;  this  includes 
return  ;  10  fr.  is  taken  off  when  the 
traveller  retains  the  guide  for  fur¬ 
ther  excursions. 

a.  The  Col  du  MontTondu  (9003  ft.)  is 
a  convenient  short  cut  on  the  rte.  to 
Chamonix  by  the  Cols  de  la  Seigne 
and  du  Bonhomme,  avoiding  the 
dull  part  of  that  journey.  A  compe¬ 
tent  guide  is,  of  course,  required, 
but  the  glacier  presents  little  diffi- 
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culty  to  fair  walkers.  It  is  10  hrs. 
from  Courmayeur,  or  5^  hrs.  from 
the  Col  de  la  Seigne  to  the  Pavilion 
de  Trelatete.  From  the  Col  de  la 
Seigne  the  pass  is  seen  to  the  rt. 
under  Mont  Tondu,  but  to  turn  the 
walls  which  fence  in  the  alp,  it  is 
first  necessary  to  mount  awhile  N.E. 
towards  the  Aig.  des  Glaciers  (12,579 
ft.).  The  track  then  bears  1.  along 
the  mountain  side  to  the  small 
Glacier  de  la  Lanchette,  which  is  as¬ 
cended  to  the  final  rocks.  These  are 
steep,  but  otherwise  easy.  In  the 
view  from  the  col,  Mt.  Pourri  and 
other  Graian  peaks  rise  grandly,  and 
Mt.  Blanc  is  seen  between  the  Ai¬ 
guilles  de  Miage  and  de  Trelatete. 
The  rocky  point  N.E.  is  worth  climb¬ 
ing.  The  descent  is  by  a  small  gla¬ 
cier  to  the  great  stream  of  the  Glacier 
de  Trelatete,  which  is  traversed  as  far 
as  the  ice-fall,  when  the  moraine 
and  rocks  on  the  rt.  or  1.  bank  are  fol¬ 
lowed  to  the  Pavilion  de  Trelatete,  i  hr. 
from  Contamines.  Owing  to  the  di¬ 
minution  in  the  glaciers  and  the  con¬ 
sequent  extent  of  rough  ground  to  be 
traversed  it  is  said  now  to  be  prefer¬ 
able  to  descend  to  Mottets  rather 
than  to  attempt  to  traverse  directly 
from  the  Col  du  Mont  Tondu  to  the 
Col  de  la  Seigne. 

1).  The  Col  de  Trelatete,  W.  of  the  Ai¬ 
guille  of  that  name.  This  rte.  gene¬ 
rally  offers  great  glacier  difficulties, 
and  cannot  be  recommended.  The 
ridges  surrounding  the  Trelatete  Gla¬ 
cier  have  been  crossed  at  other  points 
by  mountaineers. 

c.  Col  de  Miage  {11,0"]']  it.).  16  hrs. 

from  Chamonix  to  Courmayeur.  Tra¬ 
vellers  usually  sleep  in  the  chalets 
on  the  N.  side  of  the  pass,  4  hrs. 
from  Chamonix.  This  rte.  leads 
over  the  high  gap  in  the  Mont  Blanc 
chain,  conspicuous  from  Sallanches. 
Mont  Blanc  is  here  united  to  the 
Trelatete  group  by  a  very  narrow 
and  steep-sided  ridge  or  dyke,  1500 
ft.  in  height.  Its  passage,  formid¬ 
able  in  appearance,  presents  no 
serious  difficulties  to  trained  clim¬ 
bers  ;  but  good  guides  are  required. 
The  ascent  is  by  the  N.  Miage  GL 
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and  a  rib  of  rocks.  The  descent  on 
the  S.  side  lies  first  down  steep  snow 
and  rocks,  and  then  along  the  gieat 
S.  Miage  Glacier.  The  views  are  not 
as  fine  as  might  be  expected  from  the 
proximity  of  Mont  Blanc,  nor  can 
the  ice-scenery  compare  with  that  of 
the  Col  du  Geant. 

[The  rtes.  forced  by  mountaineers 
over  the  highest  ridges  of  Mont 
Blanc,  between  the  Col  de  Miage  and 
the  Col  du  Geant,  are  not  here 
treated  as  passes.] 

d.  The  Col  du  Geant  (11,031  ft.)  (50 
fr.)  is  said  to  have  been  used  in  early 
times  by  smugglers  and  hunters. 
It  was  traversed  in  1786  by  an 
Englishman  named  Hill,  and  in  1787 
by  MM.  Exchaquet  and  Bourrit  (see 
Alp.  J.,  vol.  ix.  p.  87).  De  Saus- 
sure’s  seventeen  days’  residence  on 
the  summit  (July  3—19,  1788)  made 
it  famous. 

The  Col  du  Geant  is  a  magnificent 
pass  through  the  heart  of  the 
Mont  Blanc  chain,  its  leading 
feature  and  difficulty  being  the  ice- 
fall  of  the  Gl.  du  Geant.  It  is  called 
14  or  15  hrs.,  but  may  be  shortened 
1 1  hr.  by  sleeping  at  the  Montenvers, 
and  on  the  Italian  side  2\  hrs.  by 
starting  from  the  Mont  Erety  Inn. 
The  hut  on  the  summit  also  affords 
night  quarters.  As  far  as  the  Gl.  du 
Geant  the  rte.  is  that  to  the  Jardin. 
Here,  bearing  rt.,  the  traveller  passes 
under  the  rocks  of  the  Tacul  near 
the  E.  bank  of  the  glacier,  in  view  of 
the  wild  passage  he  must  make 
higher  up.  The  broad  glacier  de¬ 
scends  as  a  blue  broken  wall,  with 
glittering  points  where  the  sun 
strikes  its  edges  and  spires.  It  rolls 
down  under  the  heights  of  the  Mont 
Blanc  du  Tacul,  the  Aig.  du  Midi, 
and  Aig.  du  Geant,  and  between  the 
ice-girt  Le  Rognon  on  the  W.,  La  Noire 
Aiguille  on  the  E.  It  is  now  usually 
ascended  on  the  W.  side.  The  pass¬ 
age  may  occupy  some  hours,  but 
usually  4  or  5  hrs.  carry  the  traveller 
from  the  Tacul  up  the  ice-fall,  and 
over  the  neve,  past  the  solitary  rock 
of  La  Vierge  to  the  col  (11,031  ft.^. 
Here  a  substantial  hut  has  been 


erected,  in  which  it  is  possible  to 
sleep.  Hence  the  view  to  the  S.  is 
most  glorious.  Far  spreads  the  sea 
of  Alps,  of  which  the  great  near 
waves  are  on  one  hand  the  Graian 
peaks — the  Mt.  Pourri,  Grivola, 
Grand  Paradis  ;  on  the  other  the 
Pennines — the  Grand  Combin  and 
Monte  Rosa.  Deep  below  lies  Val 
d’Aosta,  with  its  fields,  forests,  and 
villages.  Close  at  hand  rise  the  Ai- 
guilles  Marbrees  and  the  obelisk  of 
the  Aiguille  du  Geant  ( 13, 186  ft\  w'hich 
is  ascended  from  here  by  means  of 
continuous  rope  ladders.  The  de¬ 
scent  is  necessarily  steep,  but  the 
rocks  are  good  and  not  dangerous 
with  ordinary  care.  To  the  rt.  is 
the  snow-slope  on  which  occurred 
the  fatal  slip  of  i860,  when  three 
travellers  and  Frederic  Tairraz  were 
lost.  The  party  had  left  the  safe 
rocks  in  order  to  slide  down  the 
snow,  but  the  proximate  cause  of  the 
accident  was  that  the  rope  was  not 
tied  to  the  guides,  but  merely  held 
by  them.  On  the  track  usually  fol¬ 
lowed  the  rope  is  needless.  The 
steepest  part  of  the  descent  is  to¬ 
wards  the  base  of  the  buttress.  Then 
comes  the  alp,  and  its  grass  slope  to 
the  Pavilion  du  Mt.  Frety  (7301  ft.), 
1 1  hr.  from  Courmayeur. 

e.  There  are  several  alternative 
passes  for  mountaineers  at  the  head 
of  the  Mer  de  Glace.  The  finest  of 
these  is  the  Col  de  la  Tour  Ronde,  cross¬ 
ing  the  crest  either  E.  or  W.  of  that 
prominent  peak,  and  descending  by 
the  Brenva  Glacier.  This  is  a  long 
but  not  very  difficult  route. 

The  others  lie  E.  of  the  Col  du 
Geant. 

/.  The  Col  des  Hirondelles,  visible  from 
the  Montenvers,  passes  under  the 
Grandes  Jorasses  with  descent  by 
the  Gl.  de  Freboutzie,  and  is  difficult. 

g.  To  the  N.  of  this  col,  and  leading 
from  the  head  of  the  Leschaux  Gla¬ 
cier  are  the  difficult  and  very  danger¬ 
ous  passes  of  the  Col  des  Grandes 
Jorasses,  the  Col  de  Leschaux,  and  the 
Col  de  Pierre  Joseph. 

h.  The  Col  de  Talefre  is  in  the  ridge 
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E.  of  the  Jardin.  The  Aig.  de  Ta- 
lefre  rises  at  the  end  of  the  rocks 
which  separate  the  Glaciers  of  Tal^fre 
and  Leschaux,  and  this  col  lies  be¬ 
tween  it  and  the  Aig.  de  Triolet. 
The  ascent  is  by  a  couloir,  the  de¬ 
scent  at  first  by  steep  rocks,  then  by 
snow-slopes,  and  the  1.  bank  of  the 
W.  branch  of  the  Gl.  de  Triolet, 
crossing  to  rt.  bank  between  tlie  ice- 
falls. 

i.  The  more  difficult  Col  de  Triolet 
lies  just  under  the  Aig.  de  Triolet, 
4  hrs.  from  the  Couvercle.  The  de¬ 
scent  is  by  a  curtain  of  ice  and 
rocks  to  the  E.  branch  of  the  Gl.  de 
Triolet  (5  hrs.  to  the  valley). 

j.  The  Gl.  d' Argentiere  is  nearly  7  m. 

in  length,  bounded  W.  by  the  chain 
of  Les  Droites  and  Les  Courtes,  be¬ 
tween  the  Aig.  Verte  and  Aig.  de 
Triolet ;  E.  by  Aig.  du  Chardonnet, 
Aig.  d' Argentihe  (12,799  ff-)? 

Tour  Noir,  and  Mont  I)olent.  It  is 
twice  as  long  as  the  Gl.  du  Tour, 
and  far  surpasses  the  Gl.  de  Saleinaz. 
The  starting-point  for  its  passes  is 
the  little  Inn  at  the  Chalets  de  Lognan, 
on  the  W.  bank,  to  which  there  are 
tracks  from  Chamonix  and  Argent- 
iere. 

The  Col  du  Chardonnet.^  between  the 
Aig.  du  Chardonnet  and  the  Aig. 
d’Argentiere,  is  not  difficult.  The 
way  up  is  by  a  broken  lateral  gla¬ 
cier  ;  the  way  down  to  the  Saleinaz 
Glacier,  along  the  base  of  steep  rocks 
for  600  ft.  The  Gl.  d’Orny  is  then 
gained  by  the  Fenetre  de  Saleinaz. 

k.  At  the  head  of  the  Argentiere 
Glacier  are  two  more  cols,  which 
lead  down  to  opposite  sides  of  the 
Col  Ferret.  The  Col  d"  Argentiere 
( 1 1,549  ft.)  is  at  the  S.E.  corner,  under 
Le  Tour  Noir,  with  descent  by  the 
Gl.  de  la  Neuva  to  La  Folly  on  the 
Swiss  side.  This  pass  is  sometimes 
used  as  the  first  in  the  so-called 
‘  high-level  route  ’  from  Chamonix 
to  Zermatt.  On  the  N.  side  it  is 
easy  ;  but  the  descent  to  the  Gl.  de 
la  Neuva  requires  experience  and 
caution.  It  is  an  exceedingly  fine 
pass,  and  the  views  of  the  A.  Verte 


during  the  ascent  are  of  the  grandest 
character. 

l.  The  Col  Bolent,  at  the  S.W.  angle, 
above  the  Gl.  du  Mont  Dolent  which 
leads  down  to  the  Italian  Yal  Ferret, 
is  a  very  difficult  expedition,  which 
has  only  been  effected  two  or  three 
times. 

m.  The  Col  du  Tour  to  Orsieres,  by 
the  Glaciers  du  Tour  and  d’Orny,  is 
suited  for  ordinary  pedestrians  with 
guides,  but  not  so  the  grander  de¬ 
scent  by  the  Gl.  de  Saleinaz.  The  pass 
is  made  from  Argentiere,  or  better 
from  the  Col  de  Balme,  as  the  Gl. 
du  Tour,  which  is  much  crevassed, 
is  then  reached  by  the  E.  bank  at  a 
higher  point.  It  is  called  10  hrs.’ 
walking  by  the  Gl.  d’Orny,  13  or  14 
by  the  Gl.  de  Saleinaz.  The  Col  (  5 
hrs.)  (10,991  ft.)  lies  just  S.  of  the 
Aig.  du  Tour,  and  the  descent  is  to 
the  Gl.  d’Orny,  which  is  at  a  much 
higher  level  than  the  Gl.  de  Saleinaz. 
[The  Fenetre  de  Saleinaz  (10,857  ft.^,  a 
narrow  gap  to  the  rt.,  gives  access  to 
the  latter,,  and  is  well  worth  while 
to  gain  the  view  from  this  gap  of  the 
magnificent  crags  at  the  head,  and 
of  the  brilliant  Aiguilles  Borees  to  the 
S.  of  the  Saleinaz.]  An  excellent 
Club  hut  has  been  built  near  the  Gl. 
d’Orny,  which  aids  mountaineers  in 
the  exploration  of  this  end  of  the 
Mt.  Blanc  chain.  From  a  small 
chapel  at  the  foot  of  the  Gl.  d’Orny 
a  wild  hollow  leads  to  a  point  below 
Vide  d’lssert,  2  m.  from  Orsieres. 
By  the  other  rte.  a  steep  slope  of 
neve  takes  the  traveller  to  the  Gl.  de 
Saleinaz,  which  is  a  grand  stream  of 
ice,  broken  by  a  fall  of  some  1500 
ft.  The  descent  is  difficult  by  the 
rt.  bank,  then  across  to  the  1.,  from 
which  the  final  drop  to  Praz  de  Fort 
is  long  and  fatiguing.  Of  recent  years 
the  ranges  at  the  N.  end  of  the  Mont 
Blanc  chain  have  been  thoroughly 
explored  by  a  small  band  of  Swiss 
climbers,  and  a  general  view  of  their 
exploits  is  given  in  an  interesting 
article  by  M.  E.  J.  P.  de  la  Ilarpe, 
in  the  Echo  des  Alpcs  for  1887,  to 
which  reference  should  be  made  by 
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anyone  desirous  of  visiting  these 
regions  from  the  conveniently  placed 
Cabane  d’Orny,  or  from  the  Inn  on 
the  Col  de  Balme. 

The  following  is  a  fine,  and  not 
difficult,  Glacier  excursion  As¬ 
cend  Gl.  du  Tour.  Pass  through 
Fenetre  de  Saleinaz.  Cross  Col  du 
Chardonnet  to  Gl.  d’Argenti5re. 
Return  to  Chamonix. 


ROUTE  143. 

A.  GENEVA  TO  SIXT. 

B.  CHAMONIX  TO  SIXT. 

The  Valley  of  Sixt  deserves  much 
more  attention  than  it  has  yet  re¬ 
ceived.  The  contrast  between  its 
scenery  and  that  of  Chamonix  is 
singular  and  striking.  It  is  beauti¬ 
ful,  rich  in  waterfalls,  forests,  and 
botanical  treasures,  and  girdled  by 
jirecipitous  limestone  mountains. 
Carriage  travellers  have  a  choice  of 
roads  for  entering  and  leaving  it. 
From  Sixt  to  Geneva  there  are  2 
carriage-roads  —  the  post-road  by 
Bonneville  of  41  m.,  the  road  by  St. 
Jeoire  of  40  m.  Along  the  latter  a 
steam  tramway  will  be  opened  in 
1891,  from  Annemasse  to  Samoans. 
A  diligence  runs  daily  from  Samoens 
(leaving  5  a.m.)  to  Geneva  in  7  hrs.  : 
I -horse  carriage  from  Sixt  to  Sa- 
moSns,  6  fr.  ;  to  Bonneville,  25  fr.  A 
charming  road  crosses  a  low  pass 
from  Samoens  and  descends  the 
valley  of  the  Dranse  to  Thonon 
(see  Rte.  145^  Consult  on  Sixt  the 
charming  volume  by  Mr.  Justice 
Wills,  called  the  Eagle’s  Nest. 
Useful  information  as  to  the  peaks 
and  passes  of  the  valley  will  be  found 
in  Monsieur  Auguste  Wagnon’s 
Autour  de  Salvan  ( 1885),  and  MM. 
Schaub  and  Briquet’s  Guide  de  VAscen- 
sionniste  sur  les  Montagues  qui  entourent 
le  Lac  de  Geneve  (2nd  edition  1879). 

A.  Geneva  to  Sixt. 

By  Tramway. 

At  Annemasse  (4I  m.)  the  Cha¬ 
monix  road  is  left.  At  La  Bergue 


the  road  to  Thonon  branches  left. 
[This  is  the  starting-point  for  the 
ascent  of  Les  Voirons  (4777  ft.),  a 
wooded  mountain  commanding  fine 
views  of  the  lake  and  surrounding 
Alps.  The  charms  of  its  view  were 
highly  appreciated  by  the  early  ex¬ 
plorers  of  the  Savoy  mountains,  De 
Luc  and  Bourrit.  The  ascent  occu¬ 
pies  2^  hrs.  There  are  2  chalet  Inns 
on  the  mountain,  which  is  accessible 
from  all  sides.] 

The  road  passing  through  pleasant 
country  and  crossing  a  low  water¬ 
shed  descends  into  the  valley  of  the 
Risse,  a  tributary  of  the  Gifi“re  before 
reaching  (17I  m.)  St.  Jeoire. 

(The  MoUj  5932  ft.,  can  be  ascended 
from  here  in  4  hrs.; 

2^  m.  further  is  Mieussy.  The 
road  mounts  beside  the  Giffre  to 
Taninges  (2087  ft.),  whence  the 
Buet  is  well  seen.  It  is  a  market- 
town  of  2253  Inhab.  The  Carthu¬ 
sian  nunnery  of  Melan,  founded  in 
1292  by  Beatrix,  Lady  of  Faucigny 
and  ancestress  of  the  third  and  last 
race  of  the  Dauphins  of  the  Vien- 
nois,  is  now  a  school. 

[Geneva  to  Sixt,  by  Bonne¬ 
ville. — From  Bonneville  the  Sixt 
road  keeps  along  the  rt.  bank  of  the 
Arve.  At  Marignier  it  crosses  the 
Giffre  and  ascends  to  the  village  of 
Chdtillon  on  the  low  ridge  separating 
these  rivers  ;  hence  there  is  a  fine 
view.  A  short  descent  leads  to 
Taninges,  12  m.  from  Bonneville 
by  this  route,  and  a  fine  carriage- 
road  leads  by  Les  Gets  to  the  valley 
of  the  Dranse  and  Thonon  (Rte. 

145). 

A  road  from  Chises  joins  the  Bon¬ 
neville  road  at  Chatillon.  This  is 
the  shortest  carriage-route  from 
Chamonix  to  Sixt.] 

The  smiling  valley  contrasts  with 
the  bold  forms  of  the  limestone 
ranges,  and  the  scenery  continues 
charming  to 

(35  m.)  Samoens  (2490  ft.),  2540 
Inhab.,  situated  in  a  smiling  valley 
surrounded  by  green  hill-sides. 
There  are  many  pleasant  short 
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walks.  The  cascade  of  the  Nant 
(V Ant  is  worth  a  visit  hr.)  The 
Mont  Greyou  or  Criou  (7362  ft.),  4^  hrs., 
commands  a  view  of  Mont  Blanc. 
[I'or  the  routes  from  Samoens  to 
Champery  and  Thonon  see  Rtes.  143 
and  144.] 

The  road  to  Sixt  mounts  through 
the  picturesque  defile  of  Les  Tines, 
and  in  about  5  m.  reaches  Sixt. 

Sixt  (2484  ft.)  is  but  a  small 
village,  not  so  large  as  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  hamlet  of  Salvagny.  It 
grew  up  round  a  monastery  of  Aus¬ 
tin  Canons  Regular,  founded  1144 
by  Ponce  de  Faucigny,  and  secular¬ 
ized  1793,  In  the  churchyard  of  the 
parish  church  is  buried  Albanis  Beau¬ 
mont  (d.  i8ii\  who  often  came  here 
and  published  many  volumes  on  his 
travels  in  the  Alps,  some  of  them 
splendidly  illustrated.  It  is  said  that 
there  was  once  a  German-speaking 
colony  at  Sixt  (see  Rte.  141,  under 
Vallorcine).  It  is  beautifully  situ¬ 
ated  under  a  precipitous  steep  on  the 
Giffre  Bas,  at  a  point  where  the  2 
valleys  of  the  Giffre  converge  like  a 
V.  A  traveller  standing  on  its  little 
bridge  sees  to  the  rt.  or  W.  a 
lovely  green  mountain  ;  S.,  the  Pointe 
de  Salles  ;  S.E.,  between  the  2  val¬ 
leys,  the  wild  heights  of  Les  Freies 
or  Grenairon,  and  N.E.,  at  the  head 
of  the  Giffre  Bas,  the  Pointe  de  Tanne- 
verge.  Both  valleys  abound  in  ivater- 
falls  ;  perhaps  the  one  most  worth  a 
visit  is  that  of  Rouget,  i  hr.’s  dis¬ 
tance  from  Salvagny,  on  the  old 
path  to  the  Col  d’Anterne,  and 
above  it  is  another,  beautiful  both 
in  shape  and  name — LaPleureuse  (the 
Weeper),  which  fills  the  air  with 
gentle  murmurs. 

Excursions.— «.  To  the  Fer  a 
Cheval  (4  m.).  Carriage  there  and 
back,  8  fr.  4  hrs.’  ride  on  a  mule  to 
the  Fond  de  la  Combe  (6  m.)  and 
back  ;  mule  with  guide,  8  fr.  A 
very  remarkable  scene,  which  every 
one  should  visit.  A  gentle  ascent 
by  char-road  leads  up  the  fertile 
valley  of  the  Giffre  Bas,  passing  2 
villages.  On  the  rt.  is  the  Grenairon, 


on  the  1.  the  Pointe  de  Samhet  (see  be¬ 
low),  and,  on  looking  back,  the 
Pointe  de  Pelouse  is  seen.  In  3  m.  tlie 
road  grows  rough  and  steeper,  as 
through  a  wild  wood  it  enters  the 
Fer  a  Cheval.  It  reaches  a  central 
point  at  La  Croix  des  Pellis,  the 
humble  monument  of  180  persons, 
buried  with  the  village  of  Entre 
Deux  Nants,  1602,  by  a  fall  from  the 
rocks  of  the  Tete  Noire,  2  m.  dis¬ 
tant.  This  marks  the  spot  where 
the  avalanche  stopped,  and  a  chapel 
near  by  is  still  the  object  of  an  an¬ 
nual  pilgrimage.  The  traveller  here 
stands  before  a  semicircular  wall  of 
precipices,  rising  1000  ft.  sheer  from 
the  valley,  and  surmounted  by 
other  cliffs  and  green  terraces,  which 
reach  their  greatest  elevation  at  the 
N.E.  angle  in  the  Pic  de  Tanneverge 
(9784  ft.h  At  the  opposite  end, 
above  a  series  of  wild  gullies,  is 
a  point  called  Le  Cheval  Blanc  (9321 
ft.),  and  beyond  it  a  peep  of  the 
snows  of  the  Buet.  Streams  fall 
from  ledge  to  ledge,  and  leap  down 
the  final  precipice,  the  nearest  to 
the  spectator  being  the  Meridienne, 
on  the  face  of  the  Tanneverge. 
There  are  pastures  as  well  as  glaciers 
above  the  cliffs. 

From  the  Fer  a  Cheval  the  valley 
bends  to  the  1.,  terminating  in  about 
2  m.  in  the  Fond  de  la  Coyyibe,  shut 
in  by  lofty  precipices.  On  the  rt. 
(E.)  is  Mont  Ruan,  on  the  1.  the 
Pointe  de  Samhet.  On  these  appa¬ 
rently  inaccessible  heights  mines 
have  been  worked,  their  adits  being- 
reached  along  narrow  ledges,  and  it 
was  on  Mont  Ruan  that  Jacques 
Balmat,  ‘  the  hero  of  Mont  Blanc,’ 
lost  his  life  in  1834,  at  the  age  of  72, 
seeking  for  gold.  In  returning,  a 
visit  to  the  source  of  the  last  water¬ 
fall  to  the  rt.  before  reaching  Sixt, 
will  repay  a  walk  of  15  min.  iip 
rather  steep  grass  slopes  and  through 
a  beech-wood.  The  path  turns  off 
at  the  mill.  The  water  forming  the 
cascade  wells  out  of  a  single  hole  in 
the  rock,  and  is  said  to  be  liinjDid  at 
all  seasons. 

h.  To  the  Lac  de  Gers,  3  hrs.’  ride. 
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The  ascent  is  beautiful,  but  the  lake 
itself  uninteresting.  The  path 
winds  up  the  mountain  for  50  min., 
passing  the  cascade  of  Pieu  or  Gers, 
nearly  hidden  in  a  deep  cleft.  A 
ravine  is  then  crossed,  and  the  as¬ 
cent  continued  to  the  pastures  of 
Portes,  50  min.  Hence  there  is  a 
very  fine  view  of  the  Buet,  Mont 
Blano,  and  Pointe  de  Salles.  Hence 
to  the  Lac  de  Gers  is  a  walk  of  45 
min.  over  ground  nearly  level.  No 
guide  required. 

c.  To  the  Buet  (Kte.  IBS'!,  7  or  8 
hrs.  In  2  hrs.  from  Sixt  the  Chalets 
des  Bonds  (4431  ft.)  (a  small  Inn)  are 
reached.  They  are  near  Mr.  Wills’s 
house.  Hence  there  are  2  paths 
to  the  summit,  one  (the  usual  way) 
by  the  Col  de  Lechaud  (7490  ft.) 
(which  leads  down  the  Diosaz  glen 
to  Servoz'',  the  other  and  best  is  by 
the  Baux  Pres,  direct  to  the  Lebau 
Glacier. 

Travellers  who  are  not  going  to 
Chamonix  should  ride  to  the  head 
of  the  Vallee  des  Bonds. 

Ascents. 

The  Pointe  de  Samhet  (7730  ft.),  op¬ 
posite  the  Per  a  Cheval,  has  a  very 
remarkable  as  well  as  magnificent 
view.  Mule-path  in  2  hrs.  to  the 
Salvadon  chalets,  i  hr.  from  the  top. 
In  I  or  2  hrs.  more,  the  higher 
and  finer  point  of  Les  Avaudmes 
(8767  ft.)  may  be  reached  from 
Salvadon. 

The  Pointe  de  Pelouse  (8120  ft.)  to 
the  S.W.,  is  another  most  command¬ 
ing  and  easy  peak. 

The  Pte.  de  Tanneverge  (9784  ft.)  may 
be  ascended  in  6  hrs.  from  the  Col 
de  Sagerou,  by  the  Glacier  of  Prazon, 
but  best  in  2|  hrs.  from  the  Col  de 
Tanneverge  to  the  S.E.  The  Pointe  de 
Salles  (7782  ft.)  can  be  reached  with¬ 
out  difficulty  in  2  hrs.  from  the 
chalets  of  the  same  name  on  tlie 
way  to  the  Portettaz  or  Col  du  De- 
rochoir  (see  below),  as  can  also  the 
higher  Tete  de  VAne  (9064  ft.). 

Passes. — Several  passes  lead  out 
of  the  Per  a  Cheval.  The  Col  du 
Grenairon  leads  from  the  green 


hollow  1.  of  the  centre  to  the  Emos- 
son,  and  then  to  the  Barberine  glen, 
which  is  descended  on  the  rt.  bank 
to  the  Tete  Noire  path.  The  rocks 
on  the  Sixt  side,  which  look  so  for¬ 
midable,  are  not  very  difficult.  The 
ascent  to  the  other  pass,  the  Col  de 
Tanneverge  (7845  ft.)  is  by  no  means 
easy,  passing  along  the  ledges  on 
the  face  of  the  Pointe  de  Tanne¬ 
verge.  There  is  a  double  pass,  the 
Col  de  Lechaud  (7490  ft.),  and  the 
Col  de  Salenton  (8120  ft.),  which 
passes  S.  of  that  mountain  to  the 
Pierre  a  Berard.  10  or  ii  hrs.  may 
be  allowed  by  these  passes  to  the 
Barberine  Inn. 

At  the  head  of  the  Pond  de  la 
Combe  is  the  Col  de  Sagerou,  leading 
to  Champery  in  9  or  10  hrs.  from 
Sixt.  The  track  mounts  1.  by  rocky 
steps  called  Pas  de  Bore  to  the  Chalets 
de  Bore  on  the  first  shelf,  and  to  a 
conspicuous  rock,  the  Pierre  du  Bard, 
on  the  second  shelf.  Then  rt.  to  the 
Chalets  de  Vogealle  (3^  hrs.  from  Sixt), 
and  over  turf  and  debris  to  the  Col 
(i  hr.)  (7917  ft.).  This  is  a  saddle  of 
black  earth,  abutting  E.  on  Mont 
Kuan,  N.  and  S.  falling  to  preci¬ 
pices.  View  of  Mont  Blanc,  Buet,  &c. 
The  descent  to  the  desolate  glen  of 
Sezanfe  or  Clusanfe  or  Susanfe  re¬ 
quires  care,  and  in  snow  may  be 
dangerous  ;  but  the  warm,  black 
soil  is  generally  free  of  snow.  It  is 
steep  for  50  yds.  to  the  brink  of  the 
cliffs,  which  are  skirted  (turning  1.) 
to  a  gap  where  they  are  descended, 
an  iron  rod  being  fixed  at  the  most 
awkward  point  (j  hr.).  Then 
straight  down  the  debris  to  the  glen, 
as  there  is  another  cliff  to  the  rt. 
Tlie  glen  runs  E.  towards  the  Dent 
du  Midi,  and  a  considerable  glacier 
on  the  flank  of  the  Tour  Sallieres,  and 
then  opens  1.  to  a  precipitous 
gorge,  falling  to  the  Val  d’llliez. 
This  is  descended  by  a  remarkable 
stairway  called  the  Pas  d’Encel,  down 
a  series  of  cliffs,  S.W.  of  the  Dent  du 
Midi.  Irons  are  placed  at  the  most 
awkward  points,  and  there  is  no 
difficulty.  At  the  base  of  the  rocks 
are  the  chalets  and  pasture  of  Bona- 
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veau  (i  hr.),  from  which  a  good  path 
descends  by  steep  forest  to  Cham- 
pery. 

There  is  another  pass  from  the 
Vogealle  chalets,  the  Col  de  VOulaz, 
reached  by  bearing  1.  (instead  of  rt.) 
towards  a  chimney  of  rock  called 
Goleite  de  VOulaz.  This  is  climbed,  and 
then  snow-slopes  to  the  col.  A 
steep  descent  leads  to  the  chalets  of 
Berroix  and  Barmaz,  in  the  central 
of  the  3  diverging  branches  of  the 
Val  d’Hliez,  whence  you  can  de¬ 
scend  to  Champery  direct,  though 
it  is  easier  to  cross  a  second  ridge 
and  rejoin  the  path  of  the  Col  de  Coux 
(Rte.  i44'i. 

The  Chaine  des  Fiz,  dividing  the 
valley  of  the  Arve  from  that  of  the 
Giffre,  though  steep  at  the  sides, 
forms  extensive  undulating  pastures 
around  the  summits,  and  between 
the  Aig.  de  Varens  and  Pte.  de  Salles,  a 
very  remarkable  plain,  called  the 
Desert  de  Plate,  of  bare  limestone 
rock  cut  by  parallel  fissures.  There 
are  several  passes  across  the  range 
to  the  valley  of  the  Arve,  described 
below  in  the  reverse  direction. 

a.  From  Cluses,  in  about  g  hrs.  The 
ascent  is  from  Bellegarde,  5  m.  on 
the  road  to  Chamonix.  In  a  hollow 
above  the  cliffs  the  path  divides,  rt. 
leading  through  pine-forest,  by  Colon- 
naz,  to  (2  hrs.  30  m.)  the  chalets 
and  pretty  Lac  de  Flaine,  which  is 
drained  by  a  subterranean  channel. 
Thence  3  hrs.  E.N.E.,  across  rhe 
ridge  S.  of  ‘  les  Grands  Vents  ’  (the  Col 
de  Flaine,  or  des  Grands  Vents,  or  d’Arhe- 
ron\  to  the  Lac  de  Gers,  2  hrs.  from 
Sixt.  A  local  guide  is  expedient. 

The  Lac  de  Elaine  is  also  reached 
from  St.  Martin,  near  Sallanches,  the 
path  commencing  beyond  the  cas¬ 
cade  of  Nani  d’Arpenaz,  3  m.  towards 
Cluses.  It  bears.  1.  to  Luth,  and 
from  the  gorge  beyond,  rt.  to  the 
lake. 

h.  A  finer  rte.  from  St.  Martin  as¬ 
cends  to  the  Chalets  de  laBarme,  which 
stand  apparently  in  a  cid  de  sac  of 
clifts.  But  these,  though  difiicult,  can 
be  climbed  to  the  higher  Chalets  de 
Plate,  beyond  which  lies  the  Col  de 


Monthieu,  between  the  Croix  de  Fer  or 
Pointe  de  Plate  (8376  ft.)  and  the  Pointe 
du  Colloney  ( 8832  ft. ).  The  latter  sum¬ 
mit  commands  a  superb  panorama, 
and  is  easily  accessible  on  the  N. 
(A  good  walker  may  reach  the  Col¬ 
loney  in  5  hrs.  from  St.  Gervais  and 
descend  to  Sixt  in  4  more.)  The 
traveller  has  here  reached  the  sin¬ 
gular  Desert  de  Plate,  from  which  he 
can  descend  either  by  the  Lac  de 
Flaine,  Lac  de  Gers,  or  Vallon  de 
Salles,  but  a  guide  will  be  neces¬ 
sary. 

c.  The  finest  of  all  these  paths  is 
from  Passy,  a  village  between  St. 
Martin  and  Servoz.  It  ascends  the 
wooded  glen  of  Plaine  Joux  to  preci¬ 
pices,  up  which  a  curious  but  safe 
staircase  path  leads  to  the  Chalets  de 
Plate,  3  hrs.  from  Passy.  Thence 
ascent  to  La  Poriettaz,  a  depression  in 
the  ridge  connecting  the  Rochers 
des  Fiz  with  the  Aig.  de  Varens. 
This  commands  a  remarkable  view 
of  the  Desert  de  Plate.  The  descent  is 
by  the  Chalets  de  Salles,  2]-  hrs.  from 
Sixt. 

d.  Col  du  Derochoir  (7343  ft.).  The 
chalets  of  La  Plaine  Joux  at  the  base 
of  this  interesting  pass  are  ap¬ 
proached  by  a  beautiful  and  easy 
forest-path  from  Passy,  or  a  steep 
cork-screw  track  from  Seiwoz.  Above 
the  alp,  whence  there  is  one  of  the 
noblest  views  of  Mont  Blanc,  a 
steep  and  pathless  ascent  through 
the  ruins  of  the  great  rock-fall  of 
1751  leads  to  the  foot  of  the  low 
range  of  cliffs  that  crests  the  range 
of  the  Rochers  des  Fiz  (or  Eys).  100 
yards  W.  of  their  lowest  point 
a  stoneman  marks  the  j^oint  at 
which  they  are  easily  climbed.  The 
descent  leads  to  the  chalets  of 
Salles. 


B.  Chamonix  to  Sixt. 

Carriage  travellers  must  go  round 
by  Cluses  and  Taninges,  but  for 
mule-riders  the  following  rte.  is 
preferable. 

Chamonix  to  Sixt  by  the  Col  d’An- 
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terne^  is  a  ride  of  io|  hrs.  (not  in¬ 
cluding  halts),  a  walk  of  from  9  to 
10  hrs.,  by  an  excellent  mule-path, 
A  guide  costs  18  fr,,  a  mule  18  fr. 
(including  back-fare),  but  a  guide  is 
not  wanted,  as  the  path  is  well- 
marked.  Provisions  should  be  taken. 
The  ascent  from  Chamonix  is  de¬ 
scribed  in  Rte.  138,  e,  as  far  as  P/an- 
praz  (an  Jwn),  whence  a  few  zigzags 
lead  up  to  the  cleft  of  mica-schist, 
which  forms  the 

Col  du  Brevent  (6975  ft.).  Hence 
Mont  Blanc  is  seen  through  a  frame¬ 
work  of  rock,  and  in  the  opposite 
direction  the  wild  mountains  over 
which  the  course  lies  to  the  Col 
d’Anterne.  They  are  bounded  by 
the  precipices  of  the  Eochers  des  Fys, 
which  terminate  over  Servoz  in  the 
Aig.  de  Varens,  over  Sixt  in  the  Pointe 
de  Salles.  The  path,  passing  2  or  3 
hovels,  called  Chalets  d’Arleve,  de¬ 
scends  to  a  lonely  bridge  in  the 
depths  of  the  valley  of  the  Diosaz, 
which  joins  the  Arve  at  Servoz. 
The  ferns  form  quite  a  jungle,  and 
the  sow-thistles  are  6  ft.  high.  This 
valley  runs  up  to  the  Buet,  which 
may  be  reached  by  turning  rt.  and 
crossing  the  Col  de  Salenton.  Beyond 
the  bridge  a  green  alp  is  climbed, 
past  the  cattle-chalets  of  Moede  (fos¬ 
sil  ferns  in  a  gully  to  the  rt.),  and 
then,  where  the  path  from  Servoz 
falls  in,  the  track  bears  to  the  rt., 
and  mounts  in  zigzags  to  the 

Col  d’ Anterne  (7428  ft.),  ‘  one  of  the 
blackest,  barrenest,  and  most  deso¬ 
late  spots  in  the  world.’  It,  how¬ 
ever,  commands  a  grand  view  of 
Mont  Blanc  and  the  Glacier  des 
Bossons,  which,  at  this  distance,  ap¬ 
pear  in  their  true  proportions, 
rising  nobly  over  the  Brevent. 
Farther  1.  are  the  Aiguilles  Rouges.^ 
and  close  to  the  col  the  remarkable 
precipices  of  the  Eochers  des  Fys,  the 
pass  lying  over  a  ridge  which  con¬ 
nects  this  chain  with  the  Buet. 
A  track  from  Servoz  joins  that  from 
Chamonix  below  the  col. 

The  descent  winds  over  bare  and 
desolate  ground,  by  the  lonely  Lac 
d’Anteme  to  the  Bas  du  Col  d'Anierne. 


This  is  a  fine  point  of  view  on  the 
Plateau  d’Anterne,  just  opposite  the 
Buet,  which  forms  a  cirque  of  preci¬ 
pices.  To  the  1.  is  the  Pointe  de  Salles. 
A  steep  slope  brings  the  traveller  to 
the  Chalets  de  Grasse  Chevre,  from 
which  the  old  path  descended  1. 
along  the  face  of  the  Pointe  de  Sal¬ 
les.  The  present  bridle-road  turns 
sharply  rt,  down  the  Chemin  de  Grasse 
Chevre,  partly  through  an  old  pine- 
forest,  to  the  head  of  the  Vallee  des 
Fonds.  Here  it  crosses  the  Ruisseau 
des  Fonds,  and  falls  in  with  the 
path  from  the  Col  de  Lechaud  and 
Buet.  It  passes  the  Chalets  des  Fonds 
and  Mr.  Wills’s  ‘Eagle’s  Nest’  (4541 
ft.,  or  2000  ft.  above  Sixt),  and  after 
a  short  but  sharp  descent  to  the 
junction  of  the  Ruisseau  with  the 
Giffre  Haut,  runs  down  this  re¬ 
markably  deep  and  narrow  valley, 
most  of  the  way  through  dense 
wood.  About  half-way  to  Sixt  the 
traveller  passes  the  Croix  d’Esperit. 
Emerging  from  the  forest  he  crosses 
the  dry  bed  of  a  torrent  from  the 
Grenairon,  opposite  the  lowest  of  3 
waterfalls  which  descend  from  the 
Vallon  de  Salles,  and  enters  the 
large  village  of  Salvagny.  Here  the 
valley  opens,  and  in  a  few  minutes 
more  the  path  reaches  the  Giffre 
Bas  at  Sixt. 


KOUTE  144. 

SIXT  TO  CHAMPilRY  AND  MONTHEY 


— VAL  d’iLLIEZ. 

Hrs. 

Samoens 

.  Col  de  la  Golese 

0 1. 

^2 

.  Col  de  Coux 

2 

.  Champery 

7 

There  is  a  rough  pass  to  Cham- 
pery  by  the  Col  de  Sagerou  (Rte. 
143),  but  ordinary  tourists  prefer 
the  mule-path  over  the  Col  de  la 
Golese  and  the  Col  de  Coux. 

From  Sixt  to  Samoens  (5  m.)  there 
is  a  carriage-road  (Rte.  143).  There 
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is  a  turn  up  to  tlie  char-road  to  the 
Col  de  la  Golese,  a  little  short  of 
Samoens.  The  char-road  ascends 
through  a  gorge  and  woods.  [Rt. 
up  a  savage  glen  is  a  track  to  the 
Golette  de  VOidaz  (Rte.  143).]  Where 
the  road  ends  the  path  turns  1,, 
crossing  a  little  bridge,  and  leaving 
a  hamlet  in  a  pretty  dell  rt.,  and 
mounts  a  channel  of  loose  stones 
between  meadows.  By  a  short  but 
steep  cut  to  the  rt.  the  path  may  be 
considerably  shortened.  When  the 
pastures  are  reached  the  track  im¬ 
proves,  and,  turning  sharp  rt.  at 
some  chalets,  winds  towards  the 
col,  with  a  fine  view  of  a  range  of 
limestone  precipices.  The  Col  de  la 
Golese  is  5482  ft.  high,  and  on  the 
other  side  of  it  are  some  chalets, 
where  wine,  milk,  and  bread  and 
cheese  are  sometimes  to  be  had.  The 
traveller  now  sees  to  the  N.E.  the  op¬ 
posite  and  higher  ridge  of  the  val¬ 
ley  of  the  Dranse,  which  separates 
him  from  the  Val  dTlliez,  together 
with  the  path  and  the  cross  on  the 
Col  de  Coux.  Looking  back  over 
Samoens,  the  Croix  de  Fer,  above  St. 
Martin,  is  a  striking  peak. 

The  path  goes  pretty  straight 
down  the  valley,  and  about  half- 
way  down  is  a  sulphureous  spring. 
About  800  ft.  below  the  col  the  path 
winds  to  the  rt.  under  some  cliffs, 
and  then  strikes  right  up  through 
tlie  woods  of  the  opposite  valley. 

The  Col  de  Coux  (6313  ft.)  has  a  far 
finer  view  than  that  from  the  Col 
de  la  Golese.  Just  below  the  col, 
which  is  on  the  boundary  of  Savoy 
and  the  Valais,  is  a  small  chalet  for 
refreshment.  The  descent  to  Cham- 
peiy  takes  nearly  2  hrs.,  and  is  at 
first,  and  at  two  other  points,  rather 
steep.  It  is  a  very  pretty  walk, 
with  view  of  the  Dent  du  Midi  and 
Tour  SalUeres.  At  one  point  the  path 
rises,  but  soon  falls  again,  and 
winds  to  the  rt.  to 

Champ6ry  (3452  ft.\  This  vil¬ 
lage  of  about  50  wooden  houses, 
some  very  old,  lies  on  a  mountain 
shelf,  high  above  the  torrent,  in  the 


midst  of  beautiful  scenery,  and  di¬ 
rectly  opposite  the  Dent  du  Midi. 

Just  above  Champery  the  valley  is 
split  into  3  branches,  ist,  rt.,  to  the 
Col  de  Coux  ;  2nd,  to  the  chalets  of 
Barmaz,  Golette  del’Oulaz,  and  Dents 
Blanches  ;  3rd,  1.,  to  the  chalets  of 
Bonaveau,  Dent  du  Midi,  Tour  Sal- 
lieres  and  Cols  de  Sezanfe  and  Sa- 
gerou.  Just  below  the  village  the 
united  streams  from  these  sources 
run  under  a  long  wall  of  rock,  above 
which  are  pastures,  and  then  the 
precipices  of  the  Dent  du  Midi. 

Monsieur  A.  de  Claparede  has  pub¬ 
lished  an  excellent  guide-book  to  the 
valley  entitled,  Cham.pery  et  le  Val  d’ll- 
liez  (2nd  edition,  1890).  Monsieur 
Wagnon’s  Autour  de  Salvan,  and  MM. 
Schaub  et  Briquet’s  Guide  de  VAscen- 
sionniste  sur  les  montagnes  qui  enioureyit 
le  Lac  de  Genh^e,  are  useful  for  hints 
as  to  mountain  ascents. 

Pleasant  and  easy  Walks. — a.  To  La 
Galerie  Defago,  a  terrace  cut  on  the  pre¬ 
cipice  above  the  stream,  h.  To  the 
Croix  de  Culet  or  Roc  d’Ayerne,  3  hrs.  ; 
fine  view  of  Dent  du  Midi.  c.  Up  to 
the  Chalets  de  Barmaz.  d.  Chalets  de 
Bonaveau.  Descend  to  a  bridge  near 
a  fine  waterfall,  and  so  back  to 
Champery,  3  hrs.  e.  To  t\\eLacFAn~ 
themoz,  under  the  precipices  of  the 
Dent  du  Midi,  4  hrs. 

The  chief  excursion  is  the  ascent  of 
the  Dent  du  Midi  (10,696  ft.),  of  which 
the  rugged  and  seemingly  inacces¬ 
sible  crags  form  so  striking  an  object 
from  the  E.  end  of  the  Lake  of  Geneva. 
The  most  direct  rte.,  but  fit  only  for 
good  mountaineers,  is  up  the  rocks 
opposite  Champery  by  the  Croix  de 
Zeleze,  in  5^  hrs.  The  ordinary  rte. 
(guide  18  fr.,  with  descent  to  Sixt,  28 
fr. )  passes  the  Chalets  of Bonaveau{Qh.&.\ei 
Lnn),  1 1  hr.,  and  the  ravine  beyond 
them  by  the  curious  staircase  of  the 
Pas  d’Enfer  or  d’Encel  to  the  glen  of  Su- 
sanfe,  and  thence,  turning  1.,  full  in 
view  of  the  Tour  SalUeres,  climbs  the 
S.W.  buttress  of  the  mountain  by 
long  slopes  of  debris.  The  ascent  is 
laborious,  but  free  from  danger.  It 
is  generally  made  in  6  or  7  hrs.,  and 
may  be  shortened  by  sleeping  at  the 
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chalets  of  Bonaveaii,  where  there  are 
civil  people  and  tolerable  quarters. 
From  Champery  the  guides  usually 
start  at  i  a.m.  The  view  is  magnifi¬ 
cent,  including  the  greater  part  of 
the  Pennine  chain  and  the  nearer 
Alps  of  Bex. 

Descent  can  be  made  by  the  Col  de 
Swsaw/e  (8202  ft.),  between  the  Dent 
du  Midi  and  Tour  Sallieres,  to  Yer- 
nayaz  or  to  theTete  Noire  by  Salvan 
(Rte.  141),  or  by  the  Col  de  Sagerou 
(Rte.  143)  to  Sixt. 

The  Tour  Sallieres  (10,588  ft.),  not 
seen  from  Champery,  but  rising  just 
S.  of  the  Dent  du  Midi,  can  be  as¬ 
cended,  but  is  much  easier  from  the 
S.  side,  and  the  same  applies  to  the 
Mont  Ruan  (10,099  ft.).  Guide  40  fr. 
Between  it  and  Mont  Ruan  is  the  gla¬ 
cier  pass  of  Col  de  la  Tour  Sallieres,  lead¬ 
ing  to  the  Barberine  Inn  (Rte.  14 1). 

The  Lent  de  Bonaveau  (8134  ft.)  is 
another  fine  point  of  view  on  the  N. 
side  of  the  Susanfe  glen,  and  nearly 
opposite  the  Col  de  Sagerou  ;  it  may 
be  easily  ascended  from  Champery  in 
5 

The  beautiful  Vald’Illiez  is  about 
9  m.  in  length  from  Champeiy  to 
Monthey.  N.  of  it  is  theVal  deMor- 
gins  with  a  frequented  hotel  and  pen¬ 
sion.  There  is  an  iron  spring  much 
resorted  to  by  French  visitors,  and 
many  pretty  excursions  may  be  made 
in  the  neighbourhood.  Hence  a  pass 
(carriage-road)  leads  into  the  Val 
d’Ahondance,  a  tributary  of  the  Dranse 
(Rte.  145).  These  three  valleys 
nearly  meet  at  their  heads  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  Col  de  Coux  : 
and  Morgins  (4^  hrs.)  and  Abon- 
dance,  with  hotel  and  abbey,  are  ex¬ 
cursions  from  Champery  by  the 
prettily-named  Fortes  du  Soleil  (3  hrs.). 

It  is  8 1  m.  by  a  good  road  from 
Champery  to  Monthey.  At  Val  d’ll- 
liez  (3  m.)  is  the  H.  du  Repos,  and  at 
Trois  Torrents,  5|  m.  from  Cham¬ 
pery,  a  large  hotel  and  pension,  prettily 
situated.  Here  vines  and  walnut- 
trees  begin,  and  the  road  leaving  the 
side  of  the  valley,  twists  under 
walnut-trees  and  amongst  the  cele¬ 
brated  erratic  blocks  of  Monthey 


TRte.  57)  down  to  the  village  of 
Monthey  ( 1381  ft.)  on  the  line  from 
Bouveret  to  St.  Maurice.  There  the 
rly.  may  be  taken,  or,  if  preferred, 
2  m.  of  dusty  road  lead  to 

Ollon  St.  Triphon  Stat.  on  the 

Villeneuve  line  (Rte.  56). 


ROUTE  145. 

THE  VALLEY  OF  THE  DRANSE. 
THONON  TO  TANINGES,  SAMO- 
ENS,  CHAMPERY,  OR  MORGINS. 

The  smiling  and  picturesque  val¬ 
leys  which  lie  S.  of  the  Lake  of 
Geneva  are  little  visited  by  English 
tourists,  who  follow  the  regular 
round  by  Sallanches,  Chamonix,  and 
the  Tete  Noire,  without  seeking  for 
variations. 

Since  their  annexation  to  France, 
these  valleys  have  been  made  more 
accessible  by  improvements  in  the 
roads,  and  offer  charming  approaches 
to  Mont  Blanc. 

a.  Thonon  to  Taninges,  a  new 
carriage-road,  about  30  m. 

The  new  road  penetrates  a  very  pic¬ 
turesque  defile,  clothed  in  chestnut - 
woods,  to  the  junction  of  the  three 
Dranses.  Avoiding  the  old  ascent  to 
the  hamlet  of  La  Vernaz,  it  mounts 
steadily  along  the  1.  bank  of  the  main 
stream  through  charming  scenery. 
The  village  of  Ee  Biot  is  passed  on 
the  1.,  and  2  m.  further,  on  the  rt.. 
the  ruins  of  the  ancient  monastery  of 
Aulph.  ( Benedictine  from  9th  cent,  to 
1103,  when  it  became  Cistercian  till 
dissolved  1799)  founded  by  St.  Ber¬ 
nard.  Opposite  Montriond,  the  road 
to  Taninges  leaves  the  valley  and  as¬ 
cends  to  the  col  of  Les  Gets  (3845  ft.\ 
so  named  from  a  village  said  to  have 
been  founded  by  Jews  exiled  from 
Florence  in  the  14th  cent.,  whence  a 
descent  of  nearly  2000  ft.  leads  to 
Taninges  (see  Rte.  143). 

b.  Thonon  to  Samoens. — From 
the  point  where  the  Taninges  road 
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quits  the  Dranse,  a  road  leads  in  2  m. 
to  Morsine,  a  hamlet  rendered  famous 
by  the  strange  hysterical  malady 
which  prevailed  among  its  female 
inhabitants  (1857-64),  and  more  re¬ 
cently  by  a  great  landslip  which 
has  closed  many  of  its  slate-quarries. 

Two  mule-passes  lead  from  here  to 
Samoens.  The  Col  de  Jouplane  (5637 
ft.),  about  4|  hrs.,  is  the  most  direct. 
Travellers  can  also,  by  following  the 
valley  to  its  head,  reach  the  track  of 
the  Col  de  la  Golese  (Rte.  144). 

c.  Thonon  to  Champ^ry  or 
Morgins. 

Champery  may  be  reached  from 
Morzine  by  the  Col  de  Coux,  or  from 
Montriond  by  a  veiy  picturesque  rte., 
ascending  by  the  Lake  of  Montriond 
to  the  Col  de  Cheserey.  This  overlooks 
theVallee  de  Morgins,  but,  by  ascend¬ 
ing  to  the  rt.,  the  ridge  overhanging 
Champery,  known  as  the  Porfes  du 
Soleil,  is  easily  reached,  and  a  direct 
descent  leads  to  that  village.  Mon¬ 
triond  to  Champery,  5^  hrs. 

The  easiest  route,  however,  be¬ 
tween  Thonon  and  Val  d’llliez  fol¬ 
lows  the  course  of  the  Dranse 
d’Abondance.  A  road  has  been  made 
over  the  Pas  de  Morgins.  It  is  32^  m. 
from  Thonon  to  Monthey.  The  road 
described  above  is  followed  to  near 
the  Pont  de  Bioge  below  La  Vernaz. 
Hence  a  country  road  mounts  the  rt. 
bank  of  the  Dranse  d’Abondance  to 
Vacheresse,  13  m.  from  Thonon. 
5 1  m.  further  is 

Notre  Dame  d’Abondance,  a 

house  of  Austin  Canons  Regular, 
founded  1108,  succeeded  (1607-1768) 
by  Feuillants.  The  ch.  is  in  part  of 
the  same  date,  and  has  a  fine  15th 
cent,  cloister  with  frescoes.  Above 
this  village  the  valley  of  the  Dranse 
expands  into  a  rich  pastoral  basin. 

The  next  hamlet  is  La  Chapelle 
{Inn).  [From  this  place  the  Corneites 
de  Bise  (7999  ft.)  may  be  reached  in 
5  hrs.,  and  Vouvry  (Rte.  57)  may  be 
gained  by  descending  from  them  to 
the  E.]  Beyond  it,  26  m.  from 
Thonon,  is  Cliatel,  the  last  in  the  val¬ 
ley.  Hence  the  new  road  crosses  the 


Pas  de  Morgins  or  Col  d'Abondance  (4629 
ft.)  to  the  Baths  of  the  same  name, 
hrs.  from  La  Chapelle,  and  |  hr. 
below  the  pass  on  the  Swiss  side 
(Rte.  144). 
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AOSTA  TO  PONTE  IN  VAL  d’oRCO, 
BY  COGNE  AND  THE  VAL  DI 
SOANA. 


Hrs.’ 

walking. 

Aosta 

• 

.  Aymaville  (high  road) 

4|  . 

.  Cogne 

3|  • 

.  Highest  chalets 

^  • 

.  Col  della  Nouva 

3  • 

.  Campiglia 

4  • 

.  Ponte 

The  district  of  which  Cogne  is  the 
natural  centre  is  to  mountaineers  one 
of  the  most  interesting  in  the  Alps, 
but  ordinary  travellers  have  as  yet 
much  neglected  it. 

The  peaks  and  glaciers  of  the 
Eastern  Graian  Alps  are  of  singular 
beauty,  and  some  of  the  valley 
scenery,  especially  in  the  S.  valleys, 
is  wild  and  striking.  Owing  to  its 
strict  preservation  for  the  sport  of  the 
King  of  Italy,  the  bouquetin,  extinct 
elsewhere  in  the  Alps  \  still  finds  a 
home  in  this  range,  and  chamois  may 
be  met  with  in  large  herds.  The 
king’s  hunting-paths  run  in  all  di¬ 
rections  through  the  mountains,  and 
are  of  the  greatest  use  to  travellers. 

The  following  tour  may  be  recom¬ 
mended  : — 

1.  Becca  di  Kona  (on  foot  from  Com- 
boe),  or  by  the  valley  mule-road  to 
Cogne. 

2.  Ascent  to  the  Trajo  Glacier. 

3.  The  Col  de  Lauzon  to  Val  Sava- 
ranche. 

1  The  last  bouquetin  was  shot  in  Canton 
Glarus  in  1550.  They  were  scarce  in  the 
Engadine  in  1612.  One  was  shot  on  the  St. 
Gotthard  in  the  middle  of  the  last  century, 
when  they  also  existed  in  the  Mont  Blanc 
chain.  According  to  ]\Ir.  HinchlifF,  one  was 
shot  on  the  Grandes  Jorasses  in  1856.  There 
are  said  to  be  now  about  300  at  Cogue. 
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4.  Tlie  Col  de  la  Croix  de  Nivolet  to 
Ceresole  and  Ponte. 

5.  By  one  of  the  passes  leading  to 
Val  Champorcher,  back  to  Val  d’ Aosta. 
The  whole  circuit  may  be  performed 
on  mules. 

N.B.  It  is  advisable  to  send  notice 
beforehand  to  the  landlady  at  Cogne, 
to  prepare,  if  the  party  be  large,  as 
all  provisions  come  from  Aosta. 

Above  Aosta,  between  Aymaville 
and  Liverogne,  a  distance  of  6  m., 
the  valleys  of  Cogne,  Savaranche, 
Rhemes  and  Gri'isanche,  diverge  like 
the  spokes  of  a  wheel.  The  general 
direction  of  the  Val  de  Cogne  is  S.  by 
E.,  that  of  Grisanche  W.  by  S.  On 
the  N.E.  the  Val  de  Cogne  is  sepa¬ 
rated  from  the  Val  d’ Aosta  by  the 
range  of  Mt.  Emilius  (11,677  ft-)  5 
the  W.  from  Val  Savaranche  by  the 
beautiful  peak  of  the  Grivola  (13,022 
ft.)  and  Crand  Paradis  (13,324  ft.  )  ;  on 
the  S.  from  Val  d’Orco,  by  a  glacier- 
covered  range  running  E.  from  the 
Grand  Paradis,  and  including  the 
summits  of  the  Rossa  Viva  (11,976  ft.). 
Tour  du  Grand  St  Pierre  (12,113  ft.% 
Punta  Ondezana  (11,359  ft-)?  Punia 
Lavina  (10,854  ft.). 

From  Aosta  (Rte.  134)  a  road  leads 
directly  down  to  the  river  Doire, 
which  is  crossed  on  a  wooden  bridge, 
and  then  ascends  the  S.  bank  through 
the  villages  of  Gressan  and  Joven9an 
to  Aymaville,  which  can  be  best 
reached  by  following  the  high  road 
to  Courmayeur,  and  descending 
thence  nearly  opposite  Aymaville,  by 
a  char-road  in  zigzags  which  crosses 
the  Buthier  and  reaches  the  village. 
Here  a  fantastical  building  spoils  one 
of  the  finest  sites  in  the  valley.  A 
knoll  jutting  out  into  it  is  sur¬ 
mounted  by  a  square  mass  of 
masonry,  with  an  ugly  gallery, 
erected  about  1713.  Within  it  is  an 
ancient  armoury  of  the  Barons  of 
Aymaville. 

Soon  after  losing  sight  of  Aosta, 
the  roofs  of  the  cottages  of  Pont  d’Ael 
or  El  are  seen  far  below,  clustered 
with  a  few  trees,  and  near  a  white 
line  which  crosses  the  ravine.  This 
is  one  of  the  most  remarkable  of  the 


Roman  structures  remaining  in  the 
Val  d’ Aosta,  a  Roman  covered  bridge 
and  aqueduct,  of  which  the  latter 
now  forms  a  roadway.  It  is  171  ft. 
above  the  torrent,  which  it  crosses 
by  a  single  arch  ;  immediately  above 
the  arch,  and  under  the  present  road, 
is  the  ancient  gallery,  165  ft.  long, 
14  ft.  high,  3  ft.  wide,  and  lit  through 
slits  in  the  wall.  The  vault  is  com¬ 
posed  of  the  slabs  which  formed  the 
bed  of  the  ancient  watercourse,  and 
the  gallery  is  entered  at  each  end  by 
arched  ports.  This  singular  work  is 
in  perfectly  sound  condition,  though 
built,  as  a  still  legible  and  even  sharp 
inscription  indicates,  by  Caius  Avil- 
lius  and  his  son  Caius  Aimus,  of 
Padua,  in  the  thirteenth  year  of 
Augustus.  Their  name  is  still  pre¬ 
served  in  the  village  and  chateau  of 
Aymaville.  This  inscription  is  placed 
on  a  tablet  just  over  the  arch  on  the 
lower  side  towards  the  valley  of 
Aosta.  A  path  leads  down  to  it  from 
the  Cogne  road. 

From  Aosta  to  Pont  d’Ael  by  the 
route  described  is  about  2|  hrs.’ walk. 
From  Courmayeur  there  is  a  shorter 
way,  winding  round  the  slope  of  the 
hill,  from  Villeneuve. 

The  valley  for  a  long  way  above 
Pont  d’Ael  is  a  deep  ravine. 

The  difficulties  of  constructing  a 
road  by  which  the  productions  of  the 
valley  could  be  brought  down,  are 
obvious.  The  defile  opens  a  little 
near  some  iron- works.  From  where 
the  river  is  crossed  to  its  1.  bank  be¬ 
yond  Chevril,  the  road  to  Cogne  was 
made  by  two  brothers,  iron-masters, 
who  have  recorded  its  formation  on 
a  tablet  in  a  rock.  It  has  been  much 
improved  at  the  expense  of  the  com¬ 
mune.  There  is  very  little  cultiva¬ 
tion  in  the  valley,  as  the  mines,  until 
lately,  gave  occupation  to  its  inhabi¬ 
tants  ;  every  stream  drove  its  tilt 
hammer,  and  almost  every  person 
was  employed  in  working,  smelting, 
or  forging  the  iron.  The  company 
has  failed,  and  the  stoppage  of  the 
works  led  to  great  distress  among  the 
inhabitants. 

After  passing  the  ruined  iron- 
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works,  the  village  of  Vi^yes  (some 
rough  auberges)  is  reached,  at  the 
mouth  of  the  beautiful  Combe  de 
Nomenon. 

The  road  crosses  to  the  rt.  bank  by 
the  Pont  de  Laval,  and  |  hr.  later  the 
traveller  reaches  Epinel,  the  first 
hamlet  of  Cogne.  |  hr.  more  to 
Cretaz  ;  and  20  min.  (18  m.  from 
Aosta)  to 

Cogne,  5033  ft.  above  the  sea, 
the  centre  of  the  Eastern  Graian 
Alps.  Its  position  may  be  compared 
to  that  of  Pontresina.  The  Valnontey 
opening  answers  to  that  of  Val  Roseg. 
But  the  scenery  as  a  whole  is  more 
imposing  than  that  of  the  Engadine. 
The  village  is  beautifully  situated  at 
the  junction  of  3  valleys,  amidst 
charming  meadows,  which  contrast 
strikingly  with  the  barren  scenes 
through  which  the  traveller  has 
passed.  It  commands,  through  the 
gorge  of  the  Val  de  Cogne,  the  sum¬ 
mit  of  Mont  Blanc,  and  S.  the  noble 
chain  of  the  Grand  Paradis,  with  the 
glaciers  of  Grand  Crou  and  Money, 
and  the  peaks  above  them,  particu¬ 
larly  the  Becca  di  Gay  and  the  Eossa 
Viva.  The  beautiful  Grivola  is  con¬ 
cealed  by  intervening  heights. 

The  abandoned  iron-mines  may  be 
reached  in  2^  hrs.  by  a  steep  ascent. 
The  iron  was  worked  in  the  face  of 
the  mountain,  and  seems  to  be  of 
almost  unlimited  extent.  A  vast 
surface  of  pure  ore,  yielding  from  70 
to  80  per  cent,  of  metal,  is  exposed  to 
open  day.  The  height  of  the  mines 
above  the  valley  is  at  least  3000  ft., 
and  as  much  as  120  rubble  or  3000 
lbs.  of  ore  were  brought  down  at 
once,  upon  sledges  worked  by  men 
in  a  most  extraordinary  manner. 

The  Church  (1642),  stands  on 
the  site  of  an  older  edifice  built  in 
1202,  the  belfry  of  which  was  de¬ 
stroyed  in  1838.  The  tower-like 
house  near  it  dates  from  1672  (being 
built  on  the  ruins  of  an  older  for¬ 
tress),  and  was  a  stronghold  of  the 
bishops  of  Aosta. 

Excursions. 

.  The  Glacier  de  Trajo,  commanding  a 


most  wonderful  near  view  of  the 
Grivola.  From  Cretaz  ( i  m.)  travellers 
will  follow  a  mule-path  S.W.  up  a 
glen  to  the  Chalets  of  Ors  dessus,  cross 
a  ridge  rt.  to  Pousset  dessus,  and  then 
climb  steep  debris  for  i  hr.  This 
will  bring  them  to  the  edge  of  the 
Glacier  de  Trajo,  about  5  hrs.  from 
Cogne.  The  slender  and  towering 
Grivola  is  seen  across  the  hollow 
filled  by  the  glacier.  The  rocky  head 
{Pointe  du  Pousset,  9994  ft.)  overlook¬ 
ing  the  valley  has  been  made  access¬ 
ible  for  tourists,  but  much  to  be  pre¬ 
ferred  is  the  panorama  from  the 
Punta  Nera  (12,613  ft.),  reached  in 
about  2  hrs.  over  perfectly  easy  snow 
slopes,  and  commanding  one  of  the 
finest  views  in  the  Alps.  It  is  quite 
easy  to  descend  to  the  king’s  hunting- 
box  on  the  Col  de  Lauzon  path,  and 
so  regain  Cogne  after  a  remarkably 
fine  round.  Another  fine  excursion 
is  to  cross  the  Col  de  Trajo  (6-7  hrs.) 
from  Cogne  to  Vieyes  (a  pleasant 
variation  on  the  valley  path),  passing 
by  the  beautifully-situated  Upper 
Nomenon  chalets  at  the  N.  foot  of  the 
Grivola,  which  is  hence  seen  to  the 
greatest  possible  advantage.  Begioz 
in  Val  Savaranche  can  be  reached 
from  these  huts  by  the  Col  de  Me- 
soncles  or  Charboniere. 

The  village  of  Gimilian,  N.  of 
Cogne,  commands  an  extremely  fine 
view,  and  is  an  object  for  a  short 
hr.’s  walk. 

Ascents. 

The  Grivola  (13,022  ft.),  a  pyra¬ 
midal  peak  as  remarkable  for  the 
boldness  as  for  the  beauty  of  its 
tapering  form,  was  first  ascended, 
after  attempts  by  the  S.W.  arete  by 
Mr.  Tuckett,  from  the  W.  side  by 
Mr.  Ormsby’s  guide,  A.  Dayne,  a 
very  difficult  ascent,  repeated  in  1876 
by  the  Rev.  E.  T.  Wethered.  M. 
Chamonin  made  the  first  ascent  by 
the  rte.  now  generally  followed  up 
the  E.  face,  the  top  being  gained  in 
2  hrs.  or  less  from  the  Trajo  Glacier. 
'The  ascent  is  now  frequently  made. 
It  is  a  long  day  from  Cogne,  which 
may  be  shortened  by  sleeping  at  the 
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Pousset  chalets.  The  guides  charge 
30  fr.  The  summit  has  also  been 
reached  from  the  N.  by  laborious 
rtes. 

The  Grand  Paradis  (13,324  ft.),  the 
highest  mountain  entirely  in  Italy, 
was  first  ascended  from  the  Val 
Savaranche.  It  has  also  been  climbed 
from  Cogne  by  the  Gllacier  de  la 
Tribulation,  then  by  couloirs  and 
the  rocks  between  them.  The  ascent 
from  this  side  is  not  reallydifficult,  but 
is  rendered  laborious  by  the  distance 
of  the  mountain  from  any  shelter. 

The  Tour  du  Grand  St  Pierre  (12,113 
ft.)  may  be  ascended  from  Cogne  by 
the  Valeiglia  and  the  Col  de  Teleccio. 
It  takes  2  or  3  hrs.  from  the  col. 

The  Punta  Tersiva  (11,526  ft.)  is 
easy  of  access  for  fair  mountaineers, 
and  commands  one  of  the  finest 
general  views  in  the  neighbourhood, 
surpassing  that  of  the  Becca  di  Nona. 
It  is  an  expedition  of  ii  to  12  hrs. 
from  Cogne  (6  up,  and  4  down).  It 
may  be  varied  by  ascending  by  the 
path  of  the  Fenetre  de  Champorcher, 
and  returning  by  Val  de  Grauson, 
one  of  the  highest  pasturage  valleys 
in  the  Alj)s,  near  the  entrance  to 
which  are  noble  views  of  the  Grand 
Paradis.  The  Val  de  Grauson  rte. 
is  in  every  respect  to  be  preferred  to 
the  other. 

Mont  Emilius  (11,677  It.)  may  also 
be  ascended  without  dilRculty  from 
Cogne,  by  the  Val  de  Grauson  or  the 
Col  de  Garin.  It  is  a  long  day’s  walk 
for  a  trained  pedestrian. 

To  the  climber  the  grand  crag  of 
the  Herbetet  (12,396  ft.),  accessible  in 
1 1  hr.  from  the  col  of  the  same  name 
leading  over  to  the  Val  Savaranche, 
is  the  most  tempting  expedition  in 
the  ranges  around  Cogne.  The  Punta 
Lamna  (10,854  ft.)  and  ihe  Ondezana 
1 11,359  ft.)  can  both  be  reached  in  a 
day,  and  command  striking  views 
over  the  plains.  The  Rossa  Viva 
(11,976  ft.),  so  conspicuous  from 
Cogne,  is  best  reached  from  the  E., 
starting  from  the  new  Piantonetto 
Club  hut,  at  the  foot  of  the  descent 
from  the  Col  de  Money,  and  not  far 
from  the  Col  de  Teleccio. 


Passes. 

Many  passes  lead  from  Cogne  to 
the  neighbouring  valleys. 

For  fair  walkers  there  is  a  rte, 
from  Aosta,  longer  but  more  inter¬ 
esting  than  the  valley  road,  by  as¬ 
cending  to  the  chalets  of  Comboe, 
on  the  way  to  the  Becca  di  Nona,  and 
thence  crossing  the  ridge  nearly  due 
S.,  by  the  Col  d’Arbole,  which  com¬ 
mands  a  magnificent  view  of  the 
Grivola  and  Grand  Paradis.  It  is 
quite  possible  to  ascend  the  Becca  di 
Nona,  and  cross  to  Cogne,  in  one 
long  day  from  Aosta  (see  Rte.  i34\ 
W.  of  this  col  are  two  lower  passes. 
Col  du  Brine  and  Col  de  Chazskhe,  both 
practicable  for  mules,  from  Cogne  to 
the  hermitage  of  St.  Grat  and  Aosta 
in  7  or  8  hrs.  Both  command  noble 
views. 

The  Pas  de  Lores  is  a  steep,  rough, 
and  little  used  pass,  leading  by  the 
E.  side  of  Mont  Emilius  and  the  Val 
de  Lores  to  Brissogne,  a  village  3 
m,  below  Aosta. 

The  Col  Coronas,  or  Pas  de  St.  Marcel, 
is  a  fair  mule-path  leading  from  the 
Val  de  Grauson  by  the  Val  de  St. 
Marcel  to  Val  d’ Aosta.  It  commands 
a  fine  view  of  the  Monte  Rosa  chain 
and  Grand  Combin. 

Val  Savaranche  is  best  reached  by 
the  Col  du  Lauzon  (10,798  ft.),  a  fine 
and  easy  mule-pass  (one  of  the  royal 
hunting-paths). 

From  the  village  of  Valnontey 
the  well-constructed  path  mounts 
rt.  in  easy  zigzags  to  a  plateau  where 
the  king  has  a  shooting-box  with  7 
rooms.  A  less  steep  ascent  leads  to 
the  pass  (5  hrs.)  where  a  loop-holed 
wall  has  been  constructed  for  the 
royal  sportsman.  A  descent  of  2 
hrs.,  with  superb  views  of  the  Gri¬ 
vola  and  Grand  Paradis,  leads  to  the 
Leviona  chalets,  whence  there  are  3 
paths  to  Val  Savaranche  (2  hrs.,  less 
on  foot). 

From  the  head  of  the  Valnontey 
the  fine  glacier  pass  of  the  Col  de 
V Herbetet  (10,686  ft.)  leads  to  the 
Leviona  chalets. 

The  Val  d’Orco  is  attained  by 
several  glacier -passes.  The  most 
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attractive  is  the  Col  de  Grand  Crou 
(10,837  ft.),  leading  from  the  head 
of  the  Valnontey  to  the  lower  end  of 
the  Scalari  di  Ceresole.  All  the 
difficulty  is  on  the  N.  side,  but  the 
descent  is  intricate,  and  without  a 
local  guide  time  will  be  lost.  The 
Stabilimento  of  Ceresole  may  be 
reached  by  this  rte.  in  about  1 1  hrs. 

The  view  from  the  col  can  be 
greatly  extended  by  ascending,  in 
1 1  or  2  Ill’s.,  the  Tete  de  la  Tribulation 
(11,949  ft.). 

There  are  several  lofty  cols  from 
the  Tribulation  Glacier  to  the  Val 
d’Orco,  but  the  descent  in  each  case 
to  the  Noaschetta  Glacier  is  very 
steep,  and  in  some  cases  difficult,  so 
that  they  are  best  taken  from  the  S. 

The  Col  de  Money  (11,247  ft.)  is  also 
a  long  glacier-pass,  and  leads  from 
the  Valnontey  to  Val  Piantonetto 
and  Locana. 

The  Col  de  Teleccio  (10,913  ft.)  is 
approached  on  the  N.  side  by  the 
Combe  de  Valeiglia.  The  pass  is 
free  from  difficulty,  though  a  con¬ 
siderable  extent  of  glacier  is  crossed. 
A  local  guide  is  desirable.  From 
Cogne  to  Locana,  by  this  rte.,  is  a 
day’s  walk  of  10  or  ii  hrs. 

From  Cogne  to  Val  di  Soana  the  Col 
de  Sengie  affords,  perhaps,  the  finest 
glacier  rte.  It  is  a  narrow  gap  at 
the  S.  foot  of  the  Pointe  de  Sengie, 
and  is  approached  on  both  sides  by 
steep  but  easy  rock  gullies.  That 
on  the  W.  is  gained  by  the  E. 
branch  of  the  Valeiglia  Glacier.  The 
pass  leads  into  Val  di  Forzo,  the 
N.W.  branch  of  Val  di  Soana,  a  very 
wild  glen  with  several  poor  hamlets, 
but  no  Inns. 

The  Col  de  Forzo,  or  Forches,  is 
another  high  glacier-pass  approached 
on  the  W.  by  the  small  glacier  lying 
in  the  S.E.  corner  of  the  Valeiglia. 

For  the  other  passes,  see  below. 

The  road  up  the  valley  ascends 
beside  the  torrent,  and  soon  enters 
another  basin,  at  the  head  of  which, 
opposite  the  hamlet  of  Lilia,  it  as¬ 
cends  the  mountain  side,  leaving 
on  the  rt.  the  Combe  de  Valeiglia, 
which  runs  up  to  an  amidiitheatre 


of  glaciers.  The  steep  path  passes 
over  what  appears  to  be  a  vast  dyke 
in  the  valley ;  the  torrent  fiows 
round  it  to  escape  through  a  ravine 
at  one  extremity.  After  crossing 
the  ridge  crowned  by  the  chapel  of 
Cret,  the  traveller  finds  himself  on 
more  wild  and  open  ground,  lead¬ 
ing  to  the  pasturages  of  Chavanis. 
Some  of  the  lower  chalets  are  soon 
reached,  and  further  up  on  this  fine 
alp,  which  feeds  large  flocks  and 
herds  during  the  summer,  the  cluster 
known  as  the  chalets  of  Chavanis 
(fine  flora).  From  this  point  the 
chain  may  be  crossed  in  many  places 
to  the  Val  di  Soana. 

a.  The  Col  de  Bardoney  (9295  ft.\ 
a  wild,  steep,  but  easy  pass,  leading 
partly  over  snow  and  under  the  W. 
side  of  the  Punta  Lavina  to  Val  di 
Forzo,  the  savage  N.W.  branch  of  Val 
di  Soana.  There  is  no  Imi  short  of 
Ronco  (8|  hrs.).  There  are  several 
wild  passes  over  the  ridge  between 
the  Col  de  Bardoney  and  the  next 
named  pass,  up  to  one  of  which,  the 
Bocchetta  Scaletta,  there  is  a  royal 
hunting-path. 

b.  The  Col  della  Nouva,  also  known 
as  the  Col  de  V Arietta.  It  is  9623  ft. 
above  the  sea,  and  4  hrs.  from  Cogne  ; 
for  the  last  20  min.  by  a  royal  path 
by  the  side  of  the  glacier.  The  col 
is  elevated  and  very  narrow,  the 
view  from  it  towards  the  S.  magnifi¬ 
cent  ;  in  clear  weather  Turin  is 
visible,  seen  over  and  far  beyond 
the  deep  Val  Campiglia,  which  lies 
at  the  foot  of  the  traveller,  and  seem¬ 
ingly  descending  perpendicularly. 
Towards  the  N.  Monte  Rosa  and  Mont 
Blanc  can  both  be  seen  by  climbing 
a  rugged  rock  on  the  rt.  The  de¬ 
scent  is  excessively  steep  but  quite 
safe,  bearing  1.  to  the  valley  of  Cam¬ 
piglia,  where  the  path  leads  gently 
down  through  scenes  of  continually 
increasing  beauty.  On  looking  back, 
the  pass  appears  guarded  by  inac¬ 
cessible  precipices. 

3  hrs.  from  the  col  is  Campiglia 
(small  Inn),  a  wretched  hamlet, 
whose  male  inhabitants  for  the  most 
part  migrate  in  winter  into  the 
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plains  of  Italy  to  exercise  their  trades 
of  coppersmith  and  lampmaker. 

I  hr.  Corzonera.  Here  Kte.  c 
falls  in. 

I  hr.  Ronco  (see  below). 

c.  A  longer  but  more  varied  and 
beautiful  road,  barely  practicable 
for  mules,  is  found  by  leaving  the 
path  of  the  Col  della  Nouva  on  the 
rt.  at  Chavanis,  and  turning  1.  up  a 
steep  and  difficult  ascent  to  a  col, 
called  t\\ei  Fenetre  de  Chmnporcher  (9311 
ft.'i,  the  pass  by  which  the  Cogne 
valley  communicates  by  Val  de 
Champorcher  with  the  lower  Val 
d’Aosta.  From  this  point  the  view 
of  the  Alps  which  bound  the  Val  de 
Cogne  on  the  W.  is  magnificent, 
from  the  grandeur  of  their  forms  and 
the  extent  of  ice. 

The  descent  to  the  head  of  the  Val 
de  Champorcher  is  steep.  The  little 
chapel  of  Notre  Dame  de  la  Neige,  on 
the  brink  of  one  of  several  little 
lakes,  is  passed,  in  a  savage  situation. 

The  path  now  skirts,  as  it  leaves 
it  on  the  rt.,  a  dark  and  enormous 
mountain  mass,  and  descends  rapid¬ 
ly,  but  nothing  habitable  appears. 
The  valley  deepens  considerably  on 
the  1.  :  the  eye  can  trace  its  course 
down  towards  Bard,  and  across  it  a 
path  which  leads  from  the  village  of 
Champorcher  by  the  chalets  of  l)on- 
dena  into  the  valley  of  Fenis. 

After  skirting  a  buttress  of  the 
mountain  the  path  reaches  the  bank 
of  a  torrent  just  where  it  issues  from 
a  glacier ;  then,  crossing  another 
ridge  over  a  beautiful  pasturage,  it 
descends  to  the  borders  of  a  little  lake 
at  the  foot  of  the  Col  della  Keale. 

[From  this  spot  to  Foti  Bard  down 
the  valley  of  Champorcher  is  about  4 
hrs.  About  10  hrs.  altogether  from 
Cogne.  The  mule-road  is  bad,  al¬ 
though  it  has  been  repaired  for  the 
convenience  of  the  late  King  of  Italy, 
who  built  his  first  shooting-box  at 
the  head  of  it.  There  is  a  small  Inn 
at  Champorcher  (see  Kte.  134).] 

Turning  abruptly  to  the  rt.  the 
path  leads  in  less  than  an  hour  to 
the  summit  of  the  ridge  separating 


the  Val  de  Champorcher  from  the  E. 
branch  of  the  Val  di  Soana,  called  Col 
della  Reale,  or  ianssra  (8547  ft.),  and 
commanding  a  very  fine  Alpine 
panorama.  The  descent  on  the  other 
side  is  rapid.  Passing  to  the  1.  under 
a  beetling  mountain,  the  path  skirts 
a  deep  ravine,  leaves  on  the  rt.  some 
old  adits  of  a  mine  worked  unprofit- 
ably  for  silver,  and  in  2  hrs.  passes 
some  chalets.  The  level  of  the  pine- 
forest  is  soon  reached,  and  deep  in  a 
little  plain  is  seen  the  church  and 
village  of  Pianprato,  the  highest  in 
the  Val  di  Soana. 

At  the  opposite  extremity  of  this 
little  plain,  the  path  descends  by  a 
stunted  pine-forest,  and  through  the 
depths  of  the  valley.  There  is  no¬ 
thing  peculiar  in  this  part  of  the 
valley,  until,  just  before  reaching  the 
hamlet  of  Balme  della  Rocca,  there 
are  the  remains  of  a  slip  from  the 
mountain,  which  took  place  in  1833, 
and  strewed  the  little  plain  with 
rocks  and  stones.  At  the  hamlet  of 
Corzo'nera  (the  chief  hamlet  of  Val 
Prato),  hrs.  from  Pianprato,  the 
track  falls  into  that  from  the  Col 
della  Nouva. 


Ronco,  chief  place  in  the  Val  di 
Soana  ;  below  it,  a  bridge,  in  a  wild 
and  striking  situation,  leads  across  a 
ravine  to  the  village  of  Ingria. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  valley  wear 
a  singular  sort  of  shoe  or  boot  ;  it  is 
made  of  coarse  woollen,  tied  tight 
round  the  ankle,  but  half  as  broad 
again  as  the  foot  ;  its  use  gives  an 
awkwardness  to  their  gait. 

Below  Ingria  the  valley  becomes  a 
ravine  of  singularly  wild  and  grand 
character.  Vast  precipices,  gorges, 
and  forests,  otfer  alternately,  some¬ 
times  together,  their  magnificent 
materials  for  Alpine  scenery.  The 
road  descends  to  the  level  of  the 
river,  here  so  hemmed  in  by  rocks 
that  it  has  been  necessary  to  cut  a 
passage  through  them.  Enormous 
overhanging  masses  hide  Ponte  from 
view',  but  beyond  it  the  plains  of 
Piedmont  appear. 
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A  descent  through  a  forest,  and 
near  some  quarries,  leads  to  the  Villa 
Nuova  of  Ponte,  built  round  the 
cotton-works  established  by  the 
Baron  du  Port,  and  about  half  a 
mile  farther  is 

(2|  hrs.)  Ponte  Canavese  (1444 
ft.\  a  singular  old  town  (5516 
Inhab.),  its  streets  lined  with  ar¬ 
cades,  under  which  the  market  is 
held. 

The  picturesque  situation  of  this 
place  at  the  confluence  of  the  Soana 
and  the  Oreo  can  hardly  be  exceeded, 
rich  in  vineyards,  enclosed  by  moun¬ 
tains,  offering,  in  combination  with 
the  surrounding  scenery,  the  towers 
and  ruins  of  two  feudal  castles  in  the 
most  striking  positions,  and  the 
head  of  the  valley  closed  by  the 
snowy  peaks  of  the  lofty  range  which 
divides  the  Val  d’Orco  from  the 
Maurienne.  The  parish  church  is  on 
an  eminence  above  the  town,  which 
commands  a  fine  view  of  the  junction 
of  the  valleys,  and  of  the  Val  d’Orco 
as  far  as  Cuorgne.  It  was  restored 
in  the  iith  cent.  The  original 
church  is  said  to  have  been  one  of 
the  earliest  Christian  places  of 
worship  in  this  part  of  Italy. 

The  establishment  of  the  Pab- 
brica,  the  first  cotton-works  known 
in  Piedmont,  has  given  employment 
to  hundreds  of  men,  women,  and 
children.  The  raw  material  is  im¬ 
ported  from  Genoa. 

Ponte  is  3^  m.  distant  from 

Cuorgnd,  a  town  of  4628  Inhab. 
on  the  W.  side  of  the  Oreo.  A  good 
walker  may  go  from  Cogne  to  Cuor¬ 
gne  in  a  day  across  the  Col  della 
Is’^ouva.  Hence  there  is  a  branch  Rly. 

31  m.,  2|  hrs.)  to  Turin. 


ROUTE  147. 

PONTE  TO  VILLENEUVE,  BY  THE 
VAL  d’oKCO  and  val  SAVA- 
KANCHE. 

Hrs. 

Ponte 

2|  .  .  .  Locana 
[Switz.  II.] 


Hrs. 

2i  .  . 

.  Noasca 

.  . 

.  Inn  of  Ceresole 

2  .  . 

.  Chiapili 

2^ 

.  Col  de  la  Croix 

2  .  . 

de  Ni volet 
.  Pont 

2  .  . 

.  D6gioz 

3|  •  . 

.  Villeneuve 

Consult 

vol.  ii,  part  i  of  Martelli 

and  Vaccarone’s  Guida  delle  Alpi  Occi- 
dentali  (1889). 

Char-road  (2o|  m.)  to  Noasca. 
Mail-carriage  from  Cuorgne  (Rte. 
146)  to  Noasca  (4  hrs.),  where  bag¬ 
gage  and  riding  mules  may  be  se¬ 
cured  by  writing  beforehand. 

Above  Ponte  the  road  runs  the 
whole  way  on  the  1.  bank  of  the 
river.  The  scenery  is  very  fine  ;  the 
forms  of  the  mountains  vast,  rugged, 
and  grand,  clothed  with  magnificent 
chestnut-trees,  and  frequently  ex¬ 
hibiting  the  effects  of  disintegration 
in  the  enormous  blocks  which  have 
fallen  from  the  heights,  in  many 
places  in  such  quantities  that  the 
road  is  carried  over  or  around  them 
in  a  most  sinuous  course,  giving  a 
variety  of  views. 

About  3  m.  from  Ponte  is  the  vil¬ 
lage  of  Sparone.  Many  little  ham¬ 
lets  lie  on  the  road,  and  many  usines 
are  worked  for  small  iron  wares 
with  tilts,  and  no  stream  is  allowed 
to  remain  idle,  where,  at  a  small 
cost,  and  with  simple  machinery,  it 
can  be  made  to  tilt  a  hammer,  or 
move  a  saw. 

Locana  is  a  town  of  6486  Inhab., 
the  streets  narrow  and  dirty.  [Hence 
easy  passes  lead  to  Ceres  and  Lanzo 
(Rte.  156A).]  Above  Locana  the 
road  winds  amidst  enormous  masses 
of  fallen  granite  and  serpentine, 
some  of  which  have  blocked  up  the 
course  of  the  torrent,  and  compelled 
it  to  find  another  channel — these, 
and  the  savage  mountains,  give 
great  wildness  to  the  valley.  Yet 
the  tortuous  road  rising  over  these 
eboidernents  often  leads  to  charming 
little  plains  between  them.  The 
traveller  passes  on  the  rt.  the  wild 
Val  Piantonetto,  leading  by  the  Col 

Q  q 
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de  Teleccio  (Kte.  146)  to  Cogne,  and 
several  hamlets,  each  more  and  more 
miserable,  until  the  climax  of 
wretchedness  is  found  at  Noasca, 
3  hrs.  from  Locana,  which  has 
pointed  a  proverb — 

Noasca,  Noasca, 

Poco  pane,  lunga  tasca  ; 

a  reputation,  however,  now  unde¬ 
served,  as  the  Albergo  Reale  is  a  de- 
pendance  of  the  magnificent  new 
hotel  at  Ceresole. 

Here  the  grand  cataract  of  the 
Noaschetta,  descending  from  the  Col 
de  Grand  Crou  (Rte,  146^  bursts 
out  from  a  rift  in  a  mountain  mass 
of  granite,  where  all  is  denuded  to 
absolute  sterility.  Below  it  a 
thousand  enormous  boulders  have 
been  brought  down  and  thrown  to¬ 
gether  by  the  fall.  The  passage 
across  the  torrent,  among  these 
rocks,  is  a  curious  specimen  of 
Alpine  bridge  building  :  poles  and 
planks  are  placed  from  rock  to  rock, 
and  almost  under  the  spray  of  the 
cataract.  Beyond  it  the  mule-path 
still  ascends  on  the  1.  bank  of  the 
Oreo. 

About  I  m.  above  Noasca  is  a 
gorge  called  the  Scalari  di  Ceresole, 
where  lofty  precipices  overhang  the 
Oreo,  which  tumbles  in  a  succession 
of  falls.  The  path  for  half  a  mile  is 
cut  out  of  the  rocks,  and  a  fiight  of 
steps  (Scalari),  practicable  for  mules, 
is  carried  up  ;  sometimes  on  the 
brink  of  the  precipice  ;  at  others,  so 
deep  in  its  side  that  a  canopy  over¬ 
hangs  it.  Crosses  fixed  against  the 
rock  mark  the  spots  of  accidents. 

This  wild  road  terminates  in  a 
winding  staircase,  where  it  is  diffi¬ 
cult  for  a  mule  to  turn,  and  at  the 
top  passes  under  the  Pietra  Rossa,  a 
red  rock,  which,  according  to  the 
legend,  blocked  up  the  valley  until 
a  passage  was  opened  by  a  blow  of 
the  hammer  from  one  of  the  early 
Christian  saints  (Santi  Minatori), 
who,  according  to  local  traditions, 
were  sent  by  the  Roman  emperor  to 
work  in  the  quarries  in  this  remote 
region.  On  emerging  the  traveller 


finds  himself  on  a  plain  with  fields 
of  barley  and  an  abundance  of  rich 
meadow-land.  Immediately  before 
him  rise  the  snowy  peaks  of  the 
Levanna  (here  called  Becca  a  Tre  Coryii) 
and  the  range  dividing  the  Val 
Grande  from  the  Val  d’Orco. 

A  little  way  within  the  plain  of 
Ceresole  the  valley  turns  to  the  rt., 
and  the  Oreo  washes  the  base  of  a 
mountain,  where  the  Comte  d’Aglie 
has  some  silver-mines.  The  ore  is 
smelted  in  the  valley.  Near  the 
works  there  is  a  spring  of  water 
slightly  ferruginous,  but  so  highly 
carbonated  that  the  gas  escapes 
from  it  in  a  sparkling  state  ;  when 
drunk  at  the  spring  it  is  delicious. 
About  10  min.  from  the  spring  are 
the  Inns  at 

Ceresole  Reale  (4905  ft.). 

This  affords  the  best  headquarters 
on  this  fiank  of  the  Grand  Paradis. 
The  Cascade  of  Ceresole,  near  the 
inns,  deserves  a  visit. 

Excursion  for  a  view  of  the  Le¬ 
vanna,  Grand  Paradis,&c.,  to  the  Pan- 
ta  di  Bellagarda  (9643  ft.,  4  hrs.).  Fine 
views  are  also  obtained  by  walking 
up  the  slopes  to  the  N.  on  the  way  to 
the  Vallone  del  Roc,  or,  better  still, 
by  crossing  (by  a  good  mule-path) 
the  Code  della  Porta  (9925  ft.)  to  the 
upper  part  of  the  Oreo  valley,  and 
returning  by  the  valley  path. 

[N.  are  many  glacier  passes  to  Val 
Savaranche,  of  which  the  most 
easterly,  the  Col  de  Moncorve,  lies 
between  the  Tresenta  and  Cima 
di  Charforon.  The  most  direct  is 
the  Col  du  Grand  Etret,  by  which  it  is 
8  hrs.  to  Pont  in  Val  Savaranche. 
By  one  or  the  other  it  is  an  easy 
day  from  Ceresole  to  the  comfortable 
Club  hut  at  the  foot  of  the  Grand 
Paradis.  S.  is  a  pass  to  the  valley  of 
the  Stura,  or  Val  Grande,  by  the 
Col  della  Crocetta  (8649  ft.).  The  path 
(hardly  passable  for  mules)  turns  1. 
from  the  col,  descending  to  Grosca- 
vallo  in  the  Val  Grande,  from  which 
a  carriage-road  leads  by  Ceres  to 
Lanzo  (Rte.  150  a).  The  Col  della 
Piccola  leads  to  the  head  of  the  Val 
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Grande.  The  ascent  of  the  Levanna  is  a 
difficult  expedition  for  mountaineers. 
The  Grand  Paradis  ( 13,324  ft.)  has  also 
been  reached  from  Ueresole,  but  is 
best  taken  from  the  new  Club  hut 
(see  below).] 

The  valley  widens  near  (20  min.) 
the  few  and  scattered  houses  of  Cere- 
sole,  the  highest  of  its  villages,  about 
I  hr.  above  the  Scalar!. 

[Above  the  hamlet  of  Chiapili 
(where  the  only  night-quarters  are  a 
hay-loft)  3  rtes.  diverge— the  Ni vo¬ 
let,  N.E.,  to  the  Val  d’ Aosta,  the  Col 
du  Carro,  S.W.,  to  the  valley  of  the 
Arc  and  Mt.  Cenis  road,  the  Col  de 
la  Galise,  N.W. 

That  to  the  Galise  ascends  a  steep 
glen,  and  then  crosses  pastures  to 
the  lake  and  Cerru  chalets  :  here 
milk  and  cheese  may  be  had.  Beyond 
Cerrii  the  scenery  is  singularly  sterile 
and  savage.  A  narrow  path  leads 
along  the  slope  until  it  stops 
abruptly  at  a  gully  called  the  Petit 
Colouret.  A  zigzag  path  ascends 
this  ;  above  the  plain  of  Ballotta  is  at¬ 
tained.  This  is  the  bed  of  an  ancient 
lake,  now  filled  with  snow,  which 
.must  be  crossed  to  the  Grand  Co¬ 
louret.  This  is  a  steep  channel,  or 
couloir,  filled  with  snow  or  screes, 
and  enclosed  between  precipitous 
rocks.  Having  climbed  up  close  to 
the  rocks,  on  the  rt.,  it  is  at  last 
necessary  to  cross  the  snow  itself 
that  lies  in  the  hollow.  On  the 
other  side  the  footing  is  firm,  and 
the  traveller  soon  reaches  the  sum¬ 
mit  of  the  Col  de  la  Galise,  9836  ft. 
above  the  sea,  where  one  of  the  most 
glorious  views  in  the  Alps  rewards 
him.  The  col  has  been  used  for  at 
least  250  years.  From  it  the  ascent 
of  the  Pointe  de  la  Galise  (io,g6s  ft.) 
to  the  N.,can  be  easily  made  in  1 1  hr., 
and  the  view  from  it  is  very  much 
finer  than  from  the  pass  itself.  The 
descent  to  the  Val  de  Tignes  is  per¬ 
fectly  easy.  It  lies  over  a  smooth 
glacier  to  the  upper  pastures.  In 
about  I  hr.  the  path  enters  a  gorge, 
and  becomes  exceedingly  narrow. 
Emerging  from  this,  the  first  chalets 
appear,  and  an  easy  descent  over 


meadows  leads  to  Fornet,  at  the  foot 
of  the  Col  d’Iseran,  thence  in  |  hr. 
to  Val  d’Isere  (Rte.  156).  About  8|  hrs. 
from  Ceresole. 

The  Petit  Colouret  can  be  safely 
and  quickly  descended,  though,  from 
the  looseness  of  the  soil,  the  ascent 
by  it  is  tiresome. 

The  traveller  to  the  Val  d’Aosta, 
who  has  given  a  day  to  the  Col  de  la 
Galise,  may  sleep  at  the  chalets  of 
Cerru,  and  thence  reach  the  Croix 
de  Nivolet,  without  descending  to 
Chiapili,  in  2  hrs. 

The  Col  du  Carro  leads  from  Chiapili 
to  the  village  of  Bonneval,  at  the 
head  of  the  valley  of  the  Arc.  As¬ 
cending  S.W.  by  the  chalets  of  Cer- 
nera,  the  track  crosses  the  Oreo  near 
its  som'ce.  The  ascent  continues 
across  a  glacier  which  lies  on  the  N. 
side  of  the  col.  In  i  hr.  after  reach¬ 
ing  the  glacier,  the  summit  of  the 
col  (10,506  ft.)  is  attained  by  a  rather 
steep  snow  or  ice  slope.  In  the 
descent,  which  is  rough,  the  source 
of  the  Arc  is  passed,  and  below  it 
the  hamlet  of  Ecot.  Before  reach¬ 
ing  Bonneval  (5|  hrs.  fromChiapili, 
which  is  2  hrs-  from  Ceresole),  the 
traveller  passes  an  extraordinary 
scene  of  desolation,  called  Clapier  de 
Fodan.  It  is  said  that  the  ancient 
site  of  Bonneval  is  here  buried  by  the 
fall  of  a  vast  mass  of  mountain. 
hrs.  further  down  the  valley  is  the 
large  village  of  Bessans  (Rte.  156;.] 

Col  de  Nivolet. 

There  is  a  good  royal  mule-path 
over  this  pass. 

Before  reaching  the  point  where 
the  abrupt  ascent  to  the  alp  of 
Cerrii  commences,  a  torrent  is  seen 
descending  from  the  rt.  Up  the  1. 
bank  of  this  torrent  the  zigzag  path 
of  the  Nivolet  ascends,  and  at  the 
end  of  1 1  hr.  leads  to  some  chalets. 
The  views  of  the  high  range  of  the 
Levanna  are  of  the  most  sublime 
character.  Above  these  chalets  the 
old  path  was  a  series  of  flights  of 
steps  rudely  cut  in  the  rock.  Beyond 
this  a  scene  of  utter  sterility  is  pre¬ 
sented  :  numerous  Alpine  lakes  or 
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tarns  are  seen,  but  no  prosj)ect  of  es¬ 
cape,  no  way  from  this  cul-de-sac 
seems  to  offer  itself ;  yet  in  the  most 
improbable  of  all  directions  there  is 
one,  which  actually  lies  up  and  over 
the  rugged  and  pinnacled  crest  of 
the  boundary  to  the  L,  to  the  col  (i 
hr.  \  From  the  Col  de  la  Croix  de  Nivolet 
8665  ftO,  the  view  is  stern  and  im¬ 
posing.  The  Levanna  is  a  fine  object 
beyond  the  head  of  Val  d’Orco. 

On  looking  on  the  other  side  of  the 
col  into  the  Plan  de  Nivolet,  which 
is  the  head  of  the  Val  Savaranche, 
many  lakes  are  also  seen  at  the  foot 
of  the  glaciers  of  the  Nivolet,  and 
directly  across  the  Plan  de  Nivolet 
the  mule-path  over  the  Col  Rosset 
(gg22  ft.),  leading  to  the  head  of  the 
Val  de  Ehemes,  and  so,  by  a  some¬ 
what  longer  rte.,  to  Villeneuve. 

The  descent  to  the  Plan  de  Nivolet 
is  short  ;  and  having  attained  the 
banks  of  the  lakes,  a  nearly  level 
path  leads  through  the  fine  pastur¬ 
ages  at  the  head  of  the  Plan  de 
Nivolet.  Here  Victor  Emmanuel 
l)uilt  a  hunting-lodge,  which,  in  the 
last  years  of  his  life,  was  one  of  his 
lieadquarters  in  the  mountains. 

In  about  i  hr.  from  the  lakes  the 
Nivolet  chalets  are  reached,  and 
here  poor  accommodation  at  high 
prices  may  be  had.  Below  these  cha¬ 
lets  the  ground  of  the  plain  becomes 
boggy,  and  broken  up  into  thousands 
of  knolls,  rounded  by  glacial  action 
and  covered  with  erratic  blocks. 
At  the  end  of  another  hr.  these  are 
left,  to  descend  by  a  path  lying 
over  bare  and  smooth  granite,  like 
that  on  the  rte.  of  the  Grimsel, 
above  Handeck.  After  a  consider¬ 
able  descent  the  traveller  suddenly 
finds  himself  on  the  brink  of  a  vast 
precipice,  and  overlooking  the  vil¬ 
lage  of  Pont,  in  the  deep  valley  a 
thousand  ft.  below  him.  Here,  on 
the  edge  of  the  precipice,  a  cross  is 
placed,  which  is  seen  from  below, 
and  called  the  Croix  de  Roletta  (7605 
ft.).  From  it,  one  of  those  sublime 
scenes  which  occasionally  reward 
the  traveller  in  the  Alps  bursts 
upon  him.  The  imposing  range  of 


the  Grand  Paradis,  breaking  through 
enormous  glaciers,  rises  before  him. 
The  peaks  S.  of  it  are  the  Tresenta, 
Cima  di  Charforon^  and  Becca  di  Mon- 
ciair  ;  to  the  N.  rise  the  Herhetet  and 
Qrivola.  The  path  winds  among 
precipices  for  more  than  i  hr.  to 
reach  Pont,  the  highest  village  in 
the  Val  Savaranche,  at  a  point 
where  its  two  branches  unite.  On 
tlie  descent  a  fine  waterfall  is  passed. 

The  valley  below  Pont  is  narrow, 
clothed  with  pine-forest,  and  with 
very  little  cultivation  at  the  bottom. 

Before  reaching  Val  Savaranche 
there  is  a  picturesque  spot,  where 
two  villages  are  perched  opposite 
each  other  ;  here  the  mountains  are 
seen  which  bound  the  valley  of 
Aosta  on  the  N.  High  on  the  hill¬ 
side  to  the  1.  is  one  of  the  hunting- 
boxes  of  the  King  of  Italy. 

Val  Savaranche  or  D^gioz 
(5056  ft.),  is  the  principal  village  in 
the  valley. 

[Those  who  vary  the  rte.  by  crossing 
the  ridge  between  this  and  the  Val 
de  Rhymes  may  also  find  lodging  at 
the  cure’s  at  the  village  of  Notre 
Dame  de  Rhemes  (Rte.  147  a). 

On  the  1.  a  path  leads  by  the  Col  de 
Trelore  to  the  Val  de  Rhemes  ;  and  on 
the  rt.  a  royal  path  crosses  to  Cogne, 
by  the  Col  de  Lauzon,  in  7  hrs.  (Rte. 
146). 

A  royal  hunting-path  leads  up  to 
the  Col  de  Mesoncles  or  Charhonniere, 
whence  the  descent  is  easy  to  the 
beautifully  situated  huts  of  Nomenon 
at  the  N.  foot  of  the  Grivola.  Thence 
Cogne  can  be  reached  by  the  Col  de 
Trajo. 

The  ascent  of  the  Grivola  from  this 
side  is  very  arduous,  and  only  suited 
for  practised  mountaineers  with 
good  guides. 

The  Grand  Paradis,  on  the  contraiy, 
is  much  more  easy  of  approach  than 
from  Cogne,  and  is  an  ascent  most 
strongly  to  be  recommended  to  good 
walkers,  even  though  without  much 
mountaineering  experience.  The 
view  is  glorious  and  most  extensive. 
The  summit  may  be  reached  from 
Pont  by  a  succession  of  snow-slopes 
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in  6  hrs.  2  lirs.  from  Pont  by  a 
mule-path  (4  hrs.  from  Val  Sava- 
ranche^i  is  the  most  substantial 
‘Refuge  Victor  Emmanuel  II.,’ 
erected  by  the  Italian  A.  C.  (five 
rooms).  The  key  can  be  obtained 
at  Ceresole,  Degioz,  Maisonnasse, 
or  Courmayeur.  Many  other  as¬ 
cents  can  be  made  from  this  hut 
(9350  ft.),  particularly  those  of  the 
graceful  Tresenta  and  the  beautiful 
Becca  di  Monciair ;  and  there  are  many 
passes  to  Ceresole,  particularly 
the  easy  Col  du  Grand  Paradis^  the  Col 
de  Moncorve,  and  the  Col  du  Grand 
Etret.  In  fact,  this  hut  is  one  of  the 
finest  mountaineering  centres  in  the 
district.] 

In  the  lower  part  of  the  valley  the 
path  continues  at  a  great  height 
above  the  river  on  its  rt.  bank  ;  and, 
as  it  approaches  the  Val  d’ Aosta, 
commands  a  magnificent  view  of 
Mont  Blanc,  towering  over  the  inter¬ 
mediate  mountains.  Here  the  Val 
de  Rhemes  joins  the  Val  Savaranche, 
and  both  enter  the  valley  of  Aosta. 
Seen  from  above,  the  end  of  the  Val 
de  Rhemes  appears  like  a  table-land 
on  the  mountain  side,  studded  with 
villages,  rich  in  meadows  and  vines, 
walnut  and  chestnut  trees. 

A  rapid  and  fatiguing  paved  de¬ 
scent  leads  to  Villeneuve.  A  char 
can  generally  be  found  here  for  Aosta 
or  Courmayeur  (Rte.  134). 


ROUTE  147  a. 

AOSTA  TO  TIGNES,  BY  THE  VAL 
DE  RHEMES  AND  THE  COL  DE 
LA  GOLETTA. 

The  Val  de  Rhemes,  uninteresting 
in  its  middle  region,  presents  a  mag¬ 
nificent  crescent  of  glaciers  at  its 
head.  From  these  rise  the  Granta 
Parei  (best  ascended  by  the  S.  ridge), 
the  Tsanteleina,  and  Pte.  de  Bazel.  On 
the  W.  side  of  the  Granta  Parei  (paroi, 
a  wall  )  lies  the  splendid  pass  of  the 
Col  de  la  Goletta  to  Tignes. 

The  path  leading  to  Val  de  Rhymes 


starts  from  Villeneuve.  It  mounts 
through  a  superb  forest  of  walnuts, 
to  Introd  (i  hr.).  Here  there  is  a  fine 
bridge  over  the  torrent.  The  path 
now  mounts  by  the  1.  bank  to  St. 
George  de  Rhemes  (2  hrs.),  a  poor  ham¬ 
let.  Above  this  the  valley  is  narrow 
and  sterile.  It  at  last  opens,  and 
the  village  of 

Notre  Dame  de  Rhymes  is  seen 
on  a  level  meadow,  backed  by  the 
snowy  peaks  at  the  head  of  the  val¬ 
ley  (4I  hrs.  from  Villeneuve). 

[Col  Rosset  io  Nivolet  plain,  see  Rte. 
147  ;  Finestra  and  Col  de  Bassac  to  Val 
Grisanche,  see  Rte.  148.] 

The  scenery  henceforth  is  very 
fine.  The  valley  terminates  in  an 
icy  cirque,  dominated  by  the  peak  of 
the  Granta  Parei.  It  is  a  walk  of 
2  hrs.  from  Notre  Dame  to  the  Soches 
huts,  above  which  to  the  W.  is  a  rock 
and  grass  wall  leading  in  i  hr.  to 
the  Gl.  de  Rhemes,  the  western¬ 
most  of  those  flowing  into  the  valley. 
The  way  to  the  pass  lies  up  this 
glacier,  which  ofiers  no  difficulties. 

From  the  Col  de  la  Goletta  [10,0^0 
ft.)  the  view  is  superb,  and  is  con¬ 
sidered  by  excellent  judges  to  rival 
some  of  the  famous  scenes  in  the 
Swiss  Alps.  The  principal  peaks  of 
the  Cogne  and  Tarentaise  Alps  are 
ranged  round  the  traveller.  [From  the 
pass  the  Col  de  la  Tsanteleina  leads  to 
the  great  glaciers  which  fill  the  head 
of  the  Val  de  Rhemes,  while  the  Col 
de  Bassac  Dere  (9796  ft.)  leads  into  the 
Val  Grisanche,  over  the  Vaudet 
glacier.  From  the  Col  de  la  Go¬ 
letta,  the  Granta  Parei  (11,395  ft.) 
can  be  ascended  in  i-i|  hr.  ; 
the  Tsanteleina  (11,831  ft.)  in  2-3  hrs., 
according  to  the  state  of  the  snow  on 
the  N.  face.  ;  the  Bee  de  la  Traversiere 
(or  Petit  Mont  Bassac)  (10,896^.1 
in  I  hr.,  and  the  Pointe  de  la  Goletta 
(10,758  ft.),  also  in  |  hr.]  The  de¬ 
scent  towards  Tignes  lies  at  first 
among  crevasses.  By  keeping  to  the 
N.  side  of  the  glacier  its  more  broken 
portion  is  avoided,  and  then  a  way 
is  found  down  broken  slopes  and 
pasturages  to  the  Lac  de  la  Sassiere. 

Below  the  lake  a  path  crosses  to 
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the  1.  bank  of  the  torrent,  and  de¬ 
scends  rapidly  to 

Tignes  (Rte.  156),  which  is 
reached  in  8  to  9  hrs.  from  Notre 
Dame. 

[There  is  also  an  easier,  hut  not  so 
tine  a  pass.  Col  de  Rhemes  (10,046  ft.), 
from  the  Soches  chalets  over  the 
glaciers  E.  of  the  Granta  Parei 
to  the  track  from  the  Col  de  la 
Galise,  2  hrs.  above  Tignes ;  and 
there  are  several  other  glacier  passes 
further  E.  between  this  one  and  the 
Col  de  la  Galise.] 


ROUTE  148. 

AOSTA  TO  BOUEG  ST.  MAURICE, 

IN  THE  TARENTAISE,  BY  THE 

VAL  GRISANCHE  AND  THE  COL 

DU  MONT. 

The  Val  Grisanehe  runs  along 
the  E.  side  of  the  main  chain  of  the 
Graian  Alps.  The  chief  summits  on 
this  line  are  the  Ruior  (11,438  ft.), 
Ormelune  (10,771  ft.),  and  Aig.  de  la 
Sassiere  (12,323  ft.).  Between  Val 
Grisanehe  and  Val  de  Rhemes  is  the 
Bee  d’Invergnan  (11,838  ft.),  and  Mont 
Bassac  (11,467  ft.\  while  the  Granta 
Parei  (11,395  ff-)?  the  Tsatdeleina 
(11,831  ft.\  and  Pte.  de  Bazel  (11,296 
ft.),  close  the  head  of  the  Val  de 
Rhemes. 

The  Rutor  is  a  broad  glacier- 
covered  mountain,  with  several 
summits,  the  southern  (near  which 
there  is  now  a  Club  hut)  being  the 
highest.  All  may  be  ascended  in  a 
walk  from  Val  Grisanehe  to  the 
Little  St.  Bernard  (see  Rte.  149). 

Aosta  (Rte.  134). 

Liverogne,  m.  from  Aosta. 
Hence  to  Bourg  St.  Maurice  is  about 
13  hrs. 

The  entrance  to  the  Val  Grisanehe 
by  the  torrent  which  flows  into  the 
Val  d’Aosta  is  utterly  impracticable. 
It  is  necessary  to  cross  the  stream 
by  the  new  bridge,  and  immediately 


behind  the  little  dirty  town  of 
Liverogne  to  pass  a  mill,  and  ascend 
through  orchards  and  meadows 
which  appear  to  lead  away  from  the 
valley.  At  the  head  of  these  the 
path  arrives  abruptly  below  some 
rocks  ;  thence  turning  and  ascend¬ 
ing  along  their  base  the  traveller 
shortly  finds  himself  in  the  path, 
which  is  carried  high  above  the  1. 
bank  of  the  stream. 

The  scenery  here  is  of  a  striking 
character.  The  river  runs  so  deep 
in  the  gorge  as  scarcely  to  be  heard  ; 
and  the  rocks  which  bound  its 
course  are  so  nearly  perpendicular, 
that  the  tops  of  lofty  and  enormous 
pines,  rooted  in  the  rifts  below,  can 
almost  be  touched  by  the  hand  of 
the  traveller  in  passing  above  them. 
Overhanging  the  path,  the  moun¬ 
tains  so  close  in  that  the  light  of 
day  does  not  half  illuminate  this 
deep  and  savage  defile.  On  a  sort 
of  teiTace,  on  the  opposite  bank,  are 
seen  the  ruins  of  the  feudal  castle  of 
Montmajeur^  frowning  over  the  black 
ravine.  From  it,  the  view  into  the 
valley  of  Aosta  must  be  beautiful, 
but  what  access  there  is  to  these 
ruins  cannot  be  traced,  or  even 
imagined. 

This  narrow  defile  continues 
during  an  ascent  of  more  than  2  hrs. 
Sometimes  the  path  is  carried  on 
terraces,  rudely  formed  of  loose 
stones  placed  across  rifts  in  the 
precipices  ;  in  others,  the  buttresses 
of  rock  are  cut  away  to  make  room 
for  the  road. 

The  valley  opens  a  little  at  the 
marshy  plain  of  Planaval,  where  a 
village  of  the  same  name  lies  to  the 
rt.,  in  a  lateral  valley,  through  which 
the  Rutor  can  be  ascended.  The  first 
village  is  Revers.  A  little  further  is 
Serr6  and  |  hr.  beyond  it  L’Eglise 
de  Val  Grisanehe,  the  principal 
place.  It  is  situated  at  the  foot  of 
the  Becea  de  VAouille  (aiguille),  about 
3 1  hrs.  from  Liverogne,  and  the 
journey  to  it  from  the  Val  d’Aosta 
comprises  the  most  interesting 
scenery  in  the  valley. 

The  sterility  above  TEglise  is 
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striking.  The  valley  is  strewn  with 
enormous  blocks  which  have  been 
detached  from  the  mountains,  from 
whence  still  impending  masses 
threaten  the  passing  traveller,  and 
numerous  crosses  record  the  fre¬ 
quent  fatal  accidents.  Deep  rifts 
in  the  sides  of  the  precipices  are 
channels  to  cataracts  which  pour 
their  white  foam  from  the  dark  re¬ 
cesses  ;  in  some  places  the  black 
precipitous  slopes  of  the  mountain 
are  always  wet  and  herbless,  and 
reeking  as  if  from  some  recent 
avalanche. 

For  1 1  hrs.  to  Fornet  the  same 
character  of  scenery  prevails  ;  some 
miserable  hovels  and  a  few  fields  of 
stunted  barley  are  found  in  the 
bottom  of  the  valley  ;  on  its  sides 
there  is  only  the  dark  precipice  or 
black  forest. 

[From  Fornet  the  Rutor  can  be  as¬ 
cended,  or  the  Ormelunej  or  the  In- 
vergnan  (best  by  its  N.  ridge).  From 
the  Vaiiclet  chalets,  3^-4  hrs.  from 
Fornet,  many  expeditions  may  be 
made.  The  pass  of  the  Col  de  Bassac 
Su/perieur  or  Dere  (9796  ft.)  leads  over 
the  Glacier  de  Vaudet  at  the  head  of 
the  Val  Grisanche.  Bearing  to  the 
S.E.  this  falls  in  at  the  summit  with 
the  Col  de  la  Goletta  (10,050  ft.)  from 
the  Val  de  Rhemes  (Rte.  147A).  Turn¬ 
ing  rt.  and  crossing  this  col  the  rte. 
descends  due  W.  by  the  Gl.  de  la  Go¬ 
letta,  the  Lac  de  la  Sassiere,  and  under 
the  black  precipices  of  the  Sassiere, 
to  Tignes.  About  4  hrs.  up  from  the 
Vaudet  chalets  ;  3  hrs.  down.  A 
more  direct  but  rather  difficult  pas¬ 
sage,  called  the  Col  de  la  Sassiere,  lies 
over  the  ridge  between  the  Sassiere 
and  the  Bee  de  la  Traversiere.  From 
the  Vaudet  chalets  a  track  crosses 
to  the  Tignes  valley  by  the  Col  Vaudet 
or  Col  du  Clou.  The  A.  de  la  Sassiere 
(12,323  ft.)  is  easily  accessible  for 
mountaineers  from  the  chalets  in  5 
hrs.  by  the  S.E.  ridge.  The  easy  gla¬ 
cier  pass  of  the  Col  de  Bassac  Inferieur 
(10,346  ft.),  N.  of  Mt.  Bassac,  leads 
in  8|  hrs.  from  N.  Dame  by  the  Vau¬ 
det  chalets  to  Val  Grisanche.] 

At  Fornet,  the  highest  village 


(5679  ft.),  the  rte.  to  the  Col  du 
Mont  ascends  a  steep  path  on  the  W. 
side  by  a  torrent,  and  reaches  some 
chalets  on  the  small  but  fine  pasturage 
of  the  Grand’  Alpe.  Beyond  them,  it 
leaves  to  the  rt.  a  second  pass  to  Ste. 
f'oy  ^5y  the  Col  de  la  Sachere  (9423 
ft.),  farther  N.  than  the  Col  du 
Mont.  [This  follows  the  stream  uj)- 
wards  on  its  rt.  bank,  passing  by  a 
small  lake  and  a  chapel  dedicated  to 
St.  Grat  (whence  a  steep  ascent  leads 
by  the  Col  de  St.  Grat  to  the  great 
Rutor  glacier,  and  so  to  La 
Thuille).  From  the  Col  an  easy  ascent 
of  an  hr.  leads  to  the  Bee  du  Mont  or 
de  V Ane  (10,558  ft.),  between  the  Col 
and  the  Col  du  Mont,  whence  the 
view  is  very  fine.  The  track  de¬ 
scends  to  the  striking  pasture  basin 
of  La  Sassiere  de  Ste.  Foy,and  rejoins 
below  the  track  from  the  Col  du 
Mont.  The  distance  is  about  the 
same,  but  the  track  is  rougher  and 
less  frequented.]  Above  the  chalets 
the  path  enters  a  basin  filled  with 
rocks  and  stones  brought  down  from 
the  surrounding  mountains,  the 
summits  of  which  are  crested  with 
glaciers.  The  ascent  is  steep  and 
trackless  for  nearly  2  hrs.,  up 
fatiguing  rocks  and  snow.  From  the 
col  (3  hrs.  from  Fornet),  which  lies 
immediately  N.  of  the  Ormelune 
(10,771  ft.),  the  view  is  very  fine, 
not  only  of  the  deep  valley  of  stones 
towards  Piedmont,  but  of  Mt. 
Pound,  and  the  more  distant  heights 
of  Savoy,  where  nature  presents  a 
gentler  aspect  in  the  mountains 
which  bound  the  Val  d’Isffi-e. 

The  Col  du  Mont  (8636  ft.)  was  the 
scene  of  some  desperate  conflicts 
between  the  French  and  Pied¬ 
montese,  in  1793  and  the  following 
years.  On  the  1 2th  May,  1 794,  General 
Moulins,  who  commanded  the 
former,  after  many  efforts  succeeded 
in  gaining  the  position  by  advancing 
during  a  snowstorm,  when  such 
assailants  were  not  expected,  and 
retained  it  in  spite  of  not  less  than 
i:en  efforts  to  repossess  it,  but 
abandoned  it  in  November,  1794. 
There  are  some  remains  of  fortifica- 
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tions,  and  in  1868  the  hones  of  4 
soldiers  were  found  among  the 
neighbouring  rocks. 

After  passing  down  a  steep  path, 
leaving  on  the  1.  black  precipices — 
the  haunts  of  the  chamois— the 
beautiful  pasturages  belonging  to  the 
commune  of  Ste.  Foy  appear  in  a 
deep  basin,  bounded  below  by  a 
forest.  In  less  than  i  hr.  the 
highest  chalets  in  this  basin  are 
reached,  and  some  way  beyond  the 
track  from  the  Col  de  la  Sachere 
(see  above)  falls  in  on  the  rt.  [From 
this  point  a  path  turning  nearly  due 
N.  leads  in  3  hrs.  to  the  Col  clu  Tachuy 
and  Col  de  la  Loys  Blanche^  passes  lead¬ 
ing  to  La  Thuille,  on  the  road  of  the 
Little  St.  Bernard  (Rte.  149).]  The 
road  winds  steeply  down  through  a 
forest,  and  at  length  emerges  to  en¬ 
ter  the  hamlet  of  Mazures ;  thence 
traversing  a  brow  on  the  mountain 
side,  the  road  descends  to  (2^  hrs. 
from  coF. 

Ste.  Foy  in  the  Val  de  Tignes 
(Rte.  156).  The  approach  to  it  is 
strikingly  fine,  for  the  Mont  Pourri, 
one  of  the  most  beautiful  mountains 
in  the  Alps,  rises  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  valley.  From  its  base  in 
the  torrent,  far  below  the  terrace 
on  which  Ste.  Foy  stands,  to  its  sum¬ 
mit,  a  triangular  pyramid  of  snow, 
the  whole  mountain  is  seen.  In  the 
valley  descending  from  the  Col  du 
Mont,  chamois  are  not  scarce,  ptar¬ 
migan  (albines)  are  numerous  ;  and 
the  coq  de  bruyere  is  occasionally 
seen.  There  are  excellent  trout  in 
the  Isere,  and  in  the  Lac  de  Tignes. 

[From  Ste.  Foy  there  is  a  path  by 
Mazures  andMoulins  to  the  Little 
St.  Bernard  without  going  round  by 
Seez,  in  a  little  over  3  hrs.] 

From  Ste.  Foy  the  descent  by  a 
carriage-road  is  by  zigzags  to  the 
banks  of  the  Isere.  Before  reaching 
the  river  a  torrent  is  crossed,  which 
forms,  in  a  lateral  goi*ge,  a  fine 
cataract.  This  is  the  stream  which 
from  above  descends  between  the 
villages  of  Mazures  and  Miroir. 

From  the  bridge  the  road  lies 
across  meadows  for  some  way,  and 


on  the  banks  of  the  Isere.  Soon^ 
after  rising,  it  leads  to  the  village 
of  S6ez,  at  the  foot  of  the  Little  St. 
Bernard,  i|  m.  from  Bourg  St. 
Maurice.  [From  Seez  to  Chapieux 
(Rte.  139),  under  the  Col  du  Bon- 
homme,  is  a  walk  of  3^  hrs.  up  the 
narrow  Val  de  Bellaval,  part  of  the 
way,  by  an  excellent  carriage-road  to 
the  mineral  springs  and  Etablisse- 
ment  at  Bonneval.'\ 

Beyond  Seez  is  a  bridge  thrown 
over  the  Recluse.  Here  there  is 
abundant  evidence  of  the  destructive 
character  of  this  torrent  after  storms, 
in  the  sand,  rocks,  and  stones  which 
mark  its  course.  Soon  after,  the 
road  passes  some  coarse  woollen 
clothworks,  and  forges  for  making 
small  ironware.  Then  across  the 
winter  bed  of  the  furious  Versoyen, 
which  descends  from  the  N.E.  by 
the  Val  de  Bonneval,  and  below  an 
old  round  tower  belonging  to  the 
village  of  Chatelard.  The  road  is 
wide  and  excellent,  and  in  a  2  hrs.’ 
walk  from  Ste.  Foy  leads  to 

Bourg  St.  Maurice. 


BOUTE  149. 

COUEMAYEUE  TO  BOUEG  ST.  MAU¬ 
EICE,  BY  THE  LITTLE  ST.  BEE- 
NAED. 

Hrs. 

Courmayeur 

1  .  .  Pr6  St.  Didier 
i|  .  .  La  Thuille 

2  .  .  Cantine 

.  .  Hospice 

ot  .  .  Cantine 

.  .  St.  G-ermain 
I  .  .  Seez 

o|  .  .  Bourg  St.  Maurice 

92 

The  above  are  the  walking  times 
by  the  old  path.  A  char  takes  about 
7  hrs.  by  the  new  road.  For  pedes¬ 
trians  the  old  mule-track  is  shorter 
and  more  pleasant  than  the  new 
road. 
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This  is  one  of  the  easiest  passes 
over  the  Alps,  and  one  of  the  most 
ancient.  It  contests  with  the  Petit 
Mont  Cenis,  the  Mont  Genevre,  the 
Col  de  TArgentiere,  and  some  minor 
passes,  the  honour  of  having  been 
the  scene  of  Hannibal’s  famous  pas¬ 
sage  into  Italy. 

The  road  to  the  Little  St.  Bernard 
begins  to  ascend  immediately  behind 
Pr6  St.  Didier  by  a  series  of  steep 
zigzags,  presenting  striking  views  of 
the  valley,  and  of  Mont  Blanc,  espe¬ 
cially  from  the  mouth  of  the  tunnel. 
On  reaching  level  ground,  overhang¬ 
ing  the  deep  rift  in  the  mountain 
through  which  the  branch  of  the 
Loire  from  La  Thuille  bursts  into 
the  plain  of  St.  Didier,  the  scene  is 
particularly  fine.  The  road  is  bor¬ 
dered  by  a  pine-forest,  of  which  some 
vast  old  trunks  hang  over  the  preci¬ 
pices,  and  help  to  conceal  the  deep 
torrent  which  roars  beneath.  It 
runs  for  some  way  along  the  1.  bank 
of  the  stream  through  fine  woods, 
continually  ascending  and  descend¬ 
ing  till  the  village  of  La  Balme  is 
reached  {i  hr.  lo  min.  from  Pre  St. 
Didier).  Here  the  road  crosses  to 
the  rt.  bank,  and  winds  steeply  upon 
the  mountain  side  at  a  great  height 
above  the  torrent  ;  it  being  imprac¬ 
ticable  to  form  even  a  path  in  the 
depth  of  the  valley,  which  is  here  a 
ravine.  There  are  occasional  peeps 
of  the  river,  and  one  of  particular 
interest,  where  in  spring  avalanches 
fall  from  the  Crammont  into  the  ra¬ 
vine,  sometimes  in  such  quantity 
that  the  snow  remains,  under  the 
shadow  of  the  mountain,  unmelted 
for  the  year.  This  is  the  spot,  in 
the  opinion  of  some  who  have  care¬ 
fully  examined  into  the  subject, 
where  Hannibal  and  his  army  found 
the  way,  by  which  they  could  have 
descended,  destroyed,  and  his  ele¬ 
phants  and  horses  passed  with  diffi¬ 
culty  over  a  bridge  of  snow.  The 
road  formerly  lay  on  the  1.  bank  of 
the  river,  but,  since  i8oo,  the  present 
road  has  been  made  on  the  other  side, 
high  above  all  risk  from  avalanches. 
About  I  hr.  from  La  Balme  the  road 


returns  to  the  1.  bank,  and,  the  ra¬ 
vine  being  passed,  the  village  of 

La  Thuille  (4278  ft.)  is  reached, 
and  the  glaciers  of  the  Rutor  open 
upon  the  traveller. 

[A  short  way  above  La  Thuille  the 
stream  from  the  glacier  of  the  Rutor 
may  be  crossed,  and  a  path  taken  to 
the  valley  of  Aosta,  by  some  beauti¬ 
ful  pasturages,  and  through  a  forest 
overhanging  the  precipices  above 
Pre  St.  Didier,  from  which  the 
view  of  Mont  Blanc  is  inferior  only 
to  that  from  the  Crammont.  After 
crossing  the  Camp  of  Prince  Thomas  of 
Savoy  (formed  about  1640,  and  uti¬ 
lized  in  i794\  the  path  descends  the 
steep  mountain  side  on  the  rt.  bank 
of  the  Doire  to  Morgex  {2^  m.\ 

From  La  Thuille  a  pleasant  path, 
mounting  through  very  picturesque 
forest  scenery,  and  past  several  water¬ 
falls,  leads  to  the  alp  of  SteC Marguerite 
and  the  great  glacier  of  the  Rutor 
(Sl  hrs.).  Near  the  chalets  (where 
there  is  a  Club  hut)  is  a  little  tarn  at 
the  edge  of  the  ice,  in  which  ice¬ 
bergs  frequently  float,  a  smaller  Mar- 
jelen  See.  After  an  ascent  over  rough 
ground,  it  is  easy  to  enter  on  the 
great  glacier,  and  to  climb  (  3I  to  4 
hrs.  from  the  alp)  any  of  the  sum¬ 
mits  of  the  Rutor,  near  the  highest 
of  which  (11,438  ft.')  a  Club  hut  has 
lately  been  built.  From  their  posi¬ 
tion  between  Mt.  Blanc  and  the  great 
Graian  group  these  command  a  su¬ 
perb  view.  The  gaps  between  them 
serve  as  passes  to  mountaineers,  or 
the  descent  may  be  made  nearly  di¬ 
rect  from  the  peaks  themselves.  Be¬ 
ginning  on  the  N.  the 

Col  cle  Planaval  leads  to  the  alp  of 
Planaval  and  the  lower  Val  Gri- 
sanche. 

The  Col  clu  Rutor,  the  gap  N.  of  the 
highest  summit,  leads  to  Val  Gri- 
sanche  in  7  hrs.  ;  an  hr.  more  is  re¬ 
quired  if  the  peak  is  ascended. 

The  Col  clu  Grand  Assaly  leads  S.  of 
the  peak  of  the  Grand  Assaly  to  Ste. 
Foy,  as  does  the  Col  clu  Bee  clu  Lac. 

There  are  three  passes — the  Col  clu 
Tachuy,  the  Col  de  la  Loys  Blanche,  and 
the  Col  clu  Grand  Glacier — from  the 
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lower  part  of  the  V.  du  Rutor  to  the 
Tarentaise.  All  are  high,  steep,  and 
lit  only  for  good  Avalkers. 

The  Col  de  St  Oral,  at  the  very  head 
of  the  Rutor  Glacier,  leads  to  the 
chapel  of  that  name  on  the  Col  de  la 
Sachere  track,  and  to  Fornet  in  Val 
Grisanche  (^Rte.  148). 

The  Col  de  CJiavannes  leads  through 
the  glen  of  the  same  name  to  the 
head  of  the  Allee  Blanche,  close  to 
the  Col  de  la  Seigne  (4^  hrs.). 

In  6  hrs.  from  La  Thuille  the  Mont 
Favre  or  Berrier  Blanc  (^10,693  ft.)  may 
be  reached,  the  panorama  being  very 
line.] 

The  road  to  the  Little  St.  Bernard 
turns  sharp  to  the  rt.  at  the  bridge 
of  La  Thuille,  ascends  rapidly  to 
Pont  Serrand — the  last  village — 
and,  after  crossing  a  very  deep  ra¬ 
vine,  and  passing  the  village,  be¬ 
comes  more  steep,  but  presents  little 
interest  except  to  the  geologist.  At 
the  top  of  the  ascent  is  the  Cantine, 
where  refreshments  can  be  obtained, 
and  the  road  then  enters  on  a  fine 
pasturage  on  a  plain  about  a  league 
long,  and  |  a  league  wide,  bounded 
1.  by  the  Belvedere  and  Valezan,  rt. 
by  Lancehranceleite,  at  the  foot  of  which 
lies  the  little  Lac  Verney.  After  pass¬ 
ing  some  ruined  buildings,  partly 
Roman  and  in  part  believed  to  be 
those  of  the  original  hospice,  the 
road  passes  the  highest  point  (7179 
ft. ' ,  and  the  traveller  sees  before  him, 
at  the  opposite  extremity  of  the 
plain,  the  rebuilt  hosi3ice. 

On  the  plain,  however,  are  objects 
of  high  antiquity.  A  circle  of  stones 
on  the  most  elevated  point  of  the 
plain,  bears  still  the  name  of 
Cirque  d’Annibal.  The  stones  are 
rude  masses,  varying  in  size,  none 
very  large  ;  they  are  about  10  ft. 
apart,  and  the  circle  measures  nearly 
260  yds.  round. 

Near  the  circle  stands  a  column, 
the  Colonne  de  Joiix  (La  Joux  pro¬ 
nounced  Latzou),  supposed  to  be  of 
Celtic  origin.  It  is  nearly  20  ft. 
high,  and  3  ft.  in  diameter.  It  is 
composed  of  Cipollino,  a  variety  of 
marljle  which  abounds  on  the  Cram- 


mont.  Considerable  fortifications 
have  lately  been  erected  on  the  pass 
by  the  Italians.  The  frontier  line 
of  France  and  Italy  passes  along  the 
crest  of  the  pass.  About  i|  m.  from 
the  Colonne  de  Joux  and  just  in 
France  (though  belonging  to  Italy) 
is  the 

Hospice,  7064  ft.  above  the  sea, 
at  the  S.W.  extremity  of  the  plain, 
close  to  a  little  lake.  The  Rector 
furnishes  refreshment  at  a  moderate 
tariff  to  travellers. 

The  hospice  was  founded  by  St. 
Bernard  of  Menthon  in  the  nth 
cent.  The  Celtic  remains  which 
still  exist  here,  and  the  foundations 
of  a  temple  constructed  of  Roman 
brick  near  the  column,  show,  how¬ 
ever,  that  the  pass  was  known  in 
earlier  times.  From  the  iith-i3th 
cents.,  the  hospice  was  styled  hospi- 
tale  columnae  Jovis,  the  name  do- 
mus  Sancti  Bernardi  montis  Jovis  oc¬ 
curring  first  in  1 18 1,  and  later  the 
pass  was  called  Mont  J ouvet,  to  dis¬ 
tinguish  it  from  the  Mont  Joux,  or 
Great  St.  Bernard.  The  hospice 
was  from  1466  (possibly  earlier), 
dependent  on  that  of  the  Great  St. 
Bernard,  but  about  1750  was  handed 
over  to  the  Military  and  Religious 
Order  of  St.  Maurice  and  St.  Lazarus, 
and  is  dependent  on  the  house  at 
Aosta.  One  or  two  dogs  are  kept. 

[It  is  easy  to  ascend  the  adjoining 
peaks  of  the  Valezan  (8489  ft.),  or  the 
Belvedere  (8668  ft.).  The  latter  is 
reached  in  i  hr.  ;  the  former,  more 
difficult,  but  commanding  a  finer 
view,  in  i  hr.  40  min.  Mont  Blanc, 
which  is  not  seen  from  the  col  of  the 
Little  St.  Bernard,  is  from  either 
summit  a  magnificent  object.  The 
view  is  of  great  extent,  commanding 
the  mountains  far  S.  of  the  Taren¬ 
taise,  and  looking  across  to  the  gla¬ 
ciers  of  the  Rutor.  The  Lancehran- 
celette  (9623  ft.\  3  hrs.  N.W.,  com¬ 
mands  a  still  finer  prospect.  A 
delightful  day’s  excursion  is  to  the 
cross  on  the  Col  de  Fourcla^  just  N. 
of  the  Belvedere  and  bearing  to  the 
rt.  to  visit  the  Vallon  de  Thuillette, 
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Valloii  des  Glaciers,  &c.,  under  the 
Kutor. 

Travellers  hound  to  the  upper 
valley  of  the  Isere  may  shorten  the 
way  to  Ste.  Foy  (Rte.  148)  by  ascend¬ 
ing,  nearly  due  S.  from  the  hospice, 
the  ridge  of  the  Traversette,  to  which 
cannon  were  transported  during  the 
Revolutionary  war.  The  descent  to 
Ste.  Foy  is  rather  steep,  but  this 
path  saves  nearly  2  hrs.] 

The  descent  to  Bourg  St.  Maurice 
begins  immediately  from  the  hos¬ 
pice  by  a  good  carriage-road.  (By 
the  old  mule-path  the  distance  is 
reduced  more  than  one-half.)  At 
the  Cantine  refreshments  can  be  ob¬ 
tained  ;  the  road  soon  after  takes  to 
the  rt.  bank  of  the  stream,  and  con¬ 
tinues  over  pasturages  resembling 
those  of  the  Col  de  Balme,  till  it 
descends  steeply  to  the  village  of  St. 
Germain. 

Thence  zigzags  lead  down  to  the 
village  of  Seez,  at  the  foot  of  the 
pass,  and  at  the  entrance  of  the  Val 
de  Tignes.  Beyond  it  is  a  bridge 
over  the  torrent  of  the  Recluse, 
which  is  overhung  at  the  point  of 
passage  by  an  enormous  bank  of 
gypsum,  bearing  the  name  of  the 
Roche  Blanche,  which  has  been 
identified  with  the  XivKonerpov  of 
Polybius. 

From  the  village  of  Seez  i|  m.  of 
nearly  level  road  leads  to 

Bourg  St.  Maurice  (Berigentrum), 
a  town  of  2602  Inhab.,  rather 
prettily  situated  in  a  broad  fiat  vale 
full  of  poplars,  under  the  pine-forests 
of  Mt.  Bourri,  and  at  the  junction  of 
several  valleys.  Its  lofty  campanile 
is  a  conspicuous  landmark  ;  and  to 
the  N.,  on  a  high  point  projecting 
from  the  mountain  side,  is  a  chaiDel 
of  St.  Michael. 

To  the  Val  de  Tignes  and  the  Col 
dTseran  (Rte.  156). 

To  Chapieux  and  the  Col  de  la 
Seigne  by  the  Val  de  Bellaval  (Rte. 

139'- 


ROUTE  150. 

A.  SALLANCHES  TO  ANNECY  OR 

ALBERTVILLE,  BY  UGINES - 

ST.  MAXIME  DE  BEAUFORT. 

B.  ANNECY  TO  BONNEVILLE  ;  OR 

TO  FLUMET  BY  THE  COL  DES 
A  R  AVIS. 

A.  From  Sallanches  (Rte.  138)  a 
new  high-road  has  been  constructed, 
opening  a  communication  between 
the  valley  of  the  Arve  and  that  of 
the  Isere,  in  the  Tarentaise.  It  is 
strongly  recommended  to  travellers, 
as  offering  a  succession  of  lovely 
scenes  and  views.  It  is  26|  m.  from 
Sallanches  or  St.  Gervais  le  Village 
to  Albertville,  the  diligence  taking 
from  Chamonix  9  hrs.  to  Albert¬ 
ville,  or  (with  steamer)  ii|  hrs.  to 
Annecy. 

The  road  rises  directly  up  the 
steep  side  of  one  of  the  slopes  of 
Moni  Boron  to  the  village  of  Com- 
bloux,  about  i  hr’s.  ascent.  Its 
gay  spire  is  seen  from  the  road  to 
Chamonix,  near  Passy,  and  also  from 
the  valley  of  Magland.  From  each 
zigzag  in  the  ascent  to  Combloux 
there  is  a  most  beautiful  prospect, 
well  worth  a  walk  from  Sallanches. 
It  commands  the  valley  of  Magland 
on  one  side,  and  the  upper  valley  of 
the  Arve  on  the  other.  The  Aiguille 
de  Varens  rises  in  front  of  the  spec¬ 
tator  ;  and  on  the  rt.  of  the  upper 
Arve,  the  peaks  and  glaciers  of  Mont 
Blanc,  and  its  extreme  summit,  are 
admirably  seen.  Few  spots  for  such 
a  prospect  can  vie  with  the  village 
of  Combloux. 

A  little  beyond  Combloux  the 
watershed  is  passed.  Thence  the 
distance  is  3  miles,  over  a  road 
nearly  level,  to 

(7 1  m.  from  Sallanches)  M^g^ve, 
(3691  ft.  above  the  sea  ),  amidst  beau- 
tiul  meadows.  From  Megeve  a  path 
leads  to  Beaufort  over  the  ridge 
which  divides  the  valley  of  the  Arly 
from  the  valley  of  Haute  Luce,  by 
the  Col  de  Very,  crossed  by  the  Vau- 
dois  in  1689  (see  Rte.  139). 
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[Megeve  is  the  place  whence  the 
MontJoly  may  be  most  easily  ascended 
Ill’s,  up  or  5  hrs.’  walk  going  and 
returning,  Rte.  139).  There  is  a  small 
Inn  I  hr.  below  the  top.  It  may  also  be 
reached  from  Sallanches,  St.  Gervais, 
or  Contamines.  The  summit  (8291 
ft.')  is  a  fine  point  of  view,  but  a  pre¬ 
ferable  excursion  is  perhaps  that  to 
the  Croix  de  Christomet  (6027  ft.),  de¬ 
scending  along  the  crest  of  the  hills 
to  Combloiix,  a  walk  of  wonderful 
beauty.  There  is  a  carriage-road  to 
St.  Gervais,  commanding  splendid 
views  all  the  way,  which  turns  off 
from  the  road  to  Combloux  about  | 
a  mile  from  Megeve  (Rte.  138  .] 

From  Megeve  the  road  to  Ugines 
descends  the  valley  of  the  Arly 
through  pastoral  scenery  with  oc¬ 
casional  glimpses  of  the  chain  of 
Mt.  Blanc,  to 

( 5  111.  ^  Flumet,  a  picturesque  town 
of  898  Inhab.,  near  the  confluence  of 
the  Arondine  and  the  Arly.  On  a 
rock  are  the  ruins  of  a  castle,  in 
which  the  first  barons  of  Faucigny 
resided.  In  1228,  Aimo  II.  granted  a 
charter  of  liberties  to  Flumet  which 
presents  curious  and  not  yet  fully 
explained  points  of  resemblance  to 
the  charter  given  in  1249  by  the 
Duke  of  Zilhringen  to  the  city  of 
Friburg,  in  Switzerland. 

[Hence  a  road  mounts  N.  towards 
the  Col  des  Aravis,  see  below. 
Another  road  is  commenced  to  Haute 
Luce  and  Beaufort.  Fine  view  from 
the  bridge  over  the  Arly.] 

The  valley  of  the  Arly  is  a  gorge, 
and  bears  the  name  of  the  Combe 
de  Savoie.  The  new  road  soon  de¬ 
scends  into  the  deep  bed  of  the  river, 
which  it  accompanies  through  a  long 
and  picturesque  defile.  The  upland 
slopes  are  rich  in  walnut-trees,  and 
the  oil  which  the  nuts  produce  is  an 
important  article  of  commerce.  A 
descent  of  9  j  m.  leads  to 

Ugines,  a  large  ill-built  town, 
containing  2631  Inhab.,  famous  for 
its  fairs  of  cattle  and  mules.  To  the 
N.,  on  a  steep  limestone  rock,  are 
remains  of  the  Castle,  attacked  in  the 


9th  cent,  by  the  Saracens,  and 
destroyed  in  1335  by  Humbert, 
Baron  of  La  Tour  du  Pin,  who  was 
in  right  of  his  wife  Dauphin  of  the 
Viennois,  and  Baron  of  Faucigny. 
The  town  is  situated  on  the  rt.  bank 
of  the  Arly,  on  the  road  between 
Annecy  and  Albertville  (Rte.  152), 
at  the  foot  of  Mont  Charvin,  which 
rises  due  N.  7920  ft.  above  the  sea. 
[Hence  it  is  12 1  m.  to  the  S.  end  of 
the  Lake  of  Annecy,  and  10}  m. 
more  by  road,  or  i]:hr.  by  steamer, 
to  Annecy.  See  Rte.  152  at  the  end.] 

From  Ugines  the  road  runs  down 
5  m.  to  Albertville,  through  a  deej) 
and  rich  valley.  On  the  other  side 
of  the  Arly  is  seen  the  entrance  to 
the  valley  of  Beaufort,  and  tlie 
Doron,  which  flows  through  it. 

Albertville  is  the  name  given, 
1845,  in  compliment  to  the  King  of 
Sardinia,  Charles  Albert,  to  two 
villages,  VHbpital  and  Confans,  on 
opposite  sides  of  the  Arly,  but  the 
official  name  generally  designates 
THopital  only.  Albertville,  with  its 
wide  and  clean  streets,  gay  shops, 
and  linden-tree  avenues,  is  one  of 
the  neatest  little  towns  in  Savoy  ;  it 
has  5086  Inhab.,  and  lying  on  the 
high  road,  by  which  communication 
is  opened  with  Ugines,  Annecy,  and 
Sallanches,  with  Chambery,  and 
with  Moutiers  Tarentaise,  it  has, 
since  the  establishment  of  good 
roads,  been  increasing  in  impor¬ 
tance.  It  has  several  handsome 
public  buildings — the  Prefecture,  with 
garden  and  fountain  ;  Maison  de  Ville  ; 
Palais  de  Justice,  &c.  Railway  to  S. 
Pierre  d’Albigny  on  the  Mt.  Cenis 
line  (Rte.  154^  RfZfg'mces  by  Faverges 
to  Annecy  (28  m.,  Rte.  152,  at  end), 
and  to  Moutiers  (17  ms.). 

On  the  other  side  of  the  broad  bed 
of  the  Arly,  which  is  crossed  by  a 
handsome  stone  bridge,  rise  the  ivy- 
clad  ramparts  of  the  old-fashioned 
and  picturesque  town  of 

Conflans,  with  about  1300  Inhab. 
It  was  formerly  defended  by  two  very 
strong  forts,  and  resisted  the  troops 
of  Francis  I.  in  the  war  of  1536, 
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when  it  was  partly  burnt,  and  its 
two  forts  demolished.  It  has  one  or 
two  curious  old  buildings  (including 
a  12th  cent,  convent),  and  from  its 
Promenade  on  the  rampart  (20  min. 
walk),  a  fine  view  down  the  valley  of 
the  Isere  (which  receives  the  Arly  a 
little  below),  towards  the  drande 
Chartreuse  mountains.  The  church, 
which  contains  a  curious  wooden 
pulpit,  commands  a  still  finer  pro¬ 
spect  from  the  top  of  the  tower.  The 
valley  of  the  Isere  turns  at  a  rt. 
angle,  and  is  seen  on  two  sides  in 
long  perspective — broad  and  poplar- 
covered  towards  Chamousset,  but 
shut  in  towards  Moutiers.  The  great 
variety  in  the  forms  of  the  surround¬ 
ing  mountains,  vine-clad  on  their 
lower  slopes,  will  be  noticed  from 
the  bridge.  On  the  banks  of  the 
river  is  a  smelting-house,  where  the 
silver  from  the  ore  raised  in  the 
neighbourhood  is  reduced. 

[Every  visitor  to  Albertville  should 
make  an  excursion  to  the  valley  of 
Beaufort,  which  a  pedestrian  may 
take  on  his  road  to  Chamonix,  Cour- 
mayeur,  or  Bourg  St.  Maurice.  The 
point  to  be  attained  is  the  principal 
village, 

Beaufort,  or  St.  Maxime  de 
Beaufort  (ii|  m.,  a  drive  of  3  hrs.). 
There  is  an  excellent  carriage-road, 
but  it  is  worth  while  to  walk. 

Ascending  from  Albertville  through 
a  grove  of  Spanish  chestnuts,  the 
road  quickly  enters  the  beautifully 
wooded  and  narrow  valley  of  the 
Doron,  winding  between  the  Bisanyie, 
N.,  Mirantin,  S. 

Looking  from  the  village,  to  the 
1.  is  the  opening  of  the  valley  of 
Haute  Luce,  with  ruins  of  two  old 
towers,  and  in  front  wooded  but¬ 
tresses,  like  side-scenes,  one  behind 
the  other.  There  is  a  chateau  to  the 
rt.,  and  the  mountains  are  green 
with  pines.  The  valley  seems  to  end 
at  Beaufort,  but  it  is  continued 
through  a  remarkable  gorge. 

Beaufort  itself  is  picturesque,  with 
2  old  mossy  bridges  over  the  clear  and 
rapid  torrent,  and  several  cheerful 
chateaux,  in  one  of  which  (La  Salle) 


Henri  IV.  spent  part  of  October  1600. 
It  is  beautifully  situated,  deep  among 
the  mountains,  at  the  junction  of  2 
valleys  with  that  of  the  Doron, 
which  above  this  point  is  called  the 
Val  de  la  Gitte  (or  Giita).  The  Val  de 
Halite  Luce  falls  into  it  from  the  N., 
the  Val  Poncellamont  from  the  S.  By 
the  former,  up  which  a  carriage- 
road  runs  for  5  m.,  as  far  as  Haute 
Luce,  Contamines  is  reached  in  6 
hrs.  by  the  Col  du  Jolij  ;  or  the  chalet 
Inn  of  La  Barme  by  the  Enclave  de  la 
Fenetre.  By  the  latter  are  3  passes  to 
Moutiers,  in  the  valley  of  the  Isere, 
Col  de  la  Bathie,  S.W.  (first  turning  rt., 
opposite  Areches),  in  about  8  hrs.  ; 
Col  de  la  Louze  and  Col  du  Cormet,  far 
finer  passes,  S.W.  and  S.E.  from  the 
head  of  the  valley,  in  about  ii  hrs. 
(3  along  the  high-road,  to  which  the 
paths  descend,  between  Albertville 
and  Moutiers). 

About  2  m.  above  Beaufort  the 
valleys  of  Treicol  and  Roselend, 
from  the  W.  and  N.  sides  of  the  Aig. 
du  Grd.  Fond,  join  that  of  the  Gitte 
from  the  S.  By  the  former  is  the  Col 
du  Coin,  which  joins  the  Cormet  rte.  ; 
by  the  latter,  the  Col  de  Roselend  to 
Chapieux. 

At  the  head  of  the  Val  de  la  Gitte 
is  the  Col  de  la  Sauce,  opening  on  the 
Col  du  Bonhomme,  and  at  the  head 
of  its  N.  branch  a  second  Col  de  la 
Fenetre,  crossed  by  the  Vaudois  in 
1689  Rte.  i39\  leading  to  the  little 
Inn  of  La  Barme  lower  down  the 
Bonhomme. 

Just  above  Beaufort,  in  a  deep 
recess,  is  the  entrance  to  the  roman¬ 
tic  gorge  of  the  Gitte,  barely 
allowing  space  for  the  free  passage 
of  the  torrent.  In  |  m.  it  expands, 
and,  crossing  to  the  1.  bank,  the  path 
ascends  through  a  beautiful  opening, 
and  then  dense  pine-forest  to  some 
chalets  and  a  wider  basin  ( i  hr. )  to 
which  3  streams  descend.  Here  the 
opening  of  the  Val  Treicol,  joined  to 
the  1.  by  the  glen  of  Roselend  leading 
to  Chapieux,  is  passed  on  the  rt.  The 
Doron  falls  to  the  basin  from  the  E. 
through  a  steep  ravine,  and  the  path 
in  that  direction,  first  crossing  the 
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main  stream,  mounts  a  forest  in  zig¬ 
zags.  At  the  top  is  a  wild  glen,  and 
then  a  broad  upland  valley  of  pasture 
(^i  hr.)  surrounded  by  the  mountain 
tops.  The  Col  de  la  Sauce  is  straight 
ahead  ;  the  Enclave  de  la  Fenetre  to  the 
1.  The  mule-path  towards  the  latter 
ends  (I  hr.)  at  the  chalets  and  little 
chapel  of  Gitte,  and  the  track  is 
ill-marked  up  pastures  to  the  Col 
( I  hr.  50  min. — about  5  hrs.  from 
Beaufort).  The  ridge  is  crowned  by 
fantastic  rocks,  and  a  steep  slope  of 
debris  and  a  green  alp  lead  down  the 
other  side  to  the  inn  of  the  Chalet  a  la 
Barme,  hr.  from  Contamines. 

Between  the  Boron  and  Dorinet  of 
the  Val  de  Haute  Luce  rise  the 
Rockers  des  Enclaves — a  curious  granite 
group  arranged  round  an  oval  basin, 
so  shut  in  by  the  granitic  ridge  that 
the  waters  from  it  are  discharged 
through  subterranean  channels,  or 
over  numerous  fine  falls  into  the 
valley  of  Gitte.  N.  of  it  is  the 
little  Lac  de  la  Giroftaz,  and  in  the 
centre  of  the  basin  are  the  chalets  of 
Ouiray.^ 

B.  Annecy  to  Bonneville,  or  to 
Plumet  by  the  Col  des  Aravis. 

Good  roads,  little  known  to 
English  travellers,  lead  direct  from 
Annecy  through  the  lower  moun¬ 
tains  of  Savoy  to  the  valley  of  the 
Arve,  passing  through  charming 
pastoral  scenery  and  affording  plea¬ 
sant  variations  on  the  frequented 
approach  to  Chamonix  by  Geneva. 

Pont  St.  Clair,  5  m.  from  An¬ 
necy.  Near  here  are  remains  of 
an  old  Roman  road,  and  in  the 
face  of  the  Parmelan  3  of  the 
curious  caves  in  which  ice  remains 
unmelted  throughout  the  summer, 
known  as  Glacieres.  Close  by  the 
Roman  road  ai'e  the  ruins  of  a 
monastery  founded  by  St.  Bernard 
of  Menthon,  whose  birthplace,  Men- 
thon,  is  not  far  distant  ;Rte.  152). 
8  m.  further  along  the  banks  of  the 
Fier  is 

Thones  picturesquely  situated, 
(2054  ft.).  The  neighbouring  sum¬ 


mits  of  the  Tournette  (7733  ft.,  5  hrs.) 
and  Mont  CTiamw  (7920  ft.,  6|  hrs.  \ 
command  fine  views.  [Hence  in  5 
hrs.  by  the  Col  da  Nantet  to  Talloires, 
on  the  Lake  of  Annecy,  Rte.  152I. 
5  m.  beyond  Thones  the  village  of  St. 
Jean  de  Sixt  (3202  ft.)  is  reached. 
This  stands  on  the  water-shed. 
[Hence  a  char-road,  becoming  gradu¬ 
ally  a  footpath,  leads  to  Cluses  by 
the  Vallee  du  Reposoir,  Rte.  138].  The 
road  to  Bonneville  now  descends  the 
course  of  the  Borne.  The  road  soon 
reaches  the  river,  and  passes  through 
a  fine  defile  before  reaching  {2^  m.) 

Entremont.  Hence  a  pleasant 
drive  of  10 j  m.  passing  Le  Cret, 
the  largest  village  of  the  valley,  and 
crossing  a  brow  commanding  a  fine 
view  of  the  valley  of  the  Aiwe,  leads 
to 

Bonneville  (see  Rte.  138),  31  m. 
from  Annecy. 

[The  road  to  Sallanches  leaves  that 
described  above  at  St.  Jean  de  Sixt, 
and  follows  the  Nom  southwards  to 
a  gap  in  the  long  Chaine  des  Aravis. 

La  Clusaz,  3  m.,  carries  on  a  large 
timber  trade. 

The  Col  des  Aravis  (4915  ft.),  5  m., 
is  a  plain  some  m.  long,  com¬ 
manding  a  superb  view  of  Mont 
Blanc.  Here  the  road  suddenly 
comes  to  an  end.  The  descent  to 
La  Giettaz  is  by  a  very  rough  cart- 
track  ;  thence  a  good  road  leads 
through  a  very  picturesque  defile  to 
Plumet,  5  hrs.’  walk  from  St.  Jean 
de  Sixt  (see  above).  From  La 
Giettaz  pedestrians  may  find  direct 
and  easy  paths,  commanding  ex¬ 
quisite  views  of  Mont  Blanc,  over 
the  hills  to  Combloux], 


ROUTE  151. 

CULOZ  TO  AIX  -  LES  -  BAINS  AND 
CHAMBERY - RAILWAY. 

From  Culoz  Stat.  (Rte;  53)  the 
line  crosses  the  Rhone  by  a  fine  iron 
girder-bridge,  traverses  marshy 
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meadows  and  rich  corn-fields,  and 
in  a  short  while  reaches 

4|  m.  Chindrieux  Stat.,  near 
which  is  the  ruined  castle  of  Chd- 
tillon  on  a  rock,  commanding  a 
splendid  view  of  the  Lac  du  Boiirget 
After  some  remarkable  pieces  of  rly. 
engineering,  the  line  reaches  the 
E.  shore  of  the  lake.  The  views 
over  the  lake,  of  the  convent  of 
Haute  Combe,  and,  further  up,  of 
the  pointed  Dent  du  Chat,  with  a  fine 
range  of  mountains  beyond,  are  very 
beautiful.  After  passing  through 
four  tunnels,  the  tr.  reaches 

13I  m.  Aix-les-Bains  Stat., 
(846  ft.),  lohrs.  (361  m.)  from  Paris. 

There  are  numerous  boarding 
houses  and  lodgings.  Carriages  3  fr. 
an  hour,  and  Tariff  for  horses  and 
boats. 

This  watering-place,  situated  i  m. 
to  the  E.  of  the  pretty  Lac  du 
Bourget,  and  containing  5580  Inhab., 
was  known  to  the  Romans  as  Aquce 
Gratiana^  and  is  still  resorted  to 
on  account  of  its  mineral  springs, 
and  of  the  atti'actions  of  the  beauti¬ 
ful  country  round  it,  by  many 
thousand  visitors  yearly,  many 
coming  from  Lyons,  and  more  for 
amusement  than  for  the  baths. 

Its  Mineral  Springs  are  warm  and 
sulphureous.  They  issue  from  two 
sources  near  to  each  other,  but  at 
different  levels.  One,  the  Sulp)hur 
Spring,  has  a  temperature  of  113° 
Fahr.,  and  yields  about  341  gallons 
per  minute  ;  and  the  other,  the  St. 
Paul  or  Alum  Spring  (incorrectly  so 
called,  as  it  contains  no  alum\  is 
116°,  and  yields  about  735  gallons 
per  minute,  and  contains  more  iron 
and  calcareous  carbonate  as  well  as 
sulphate  of  alumina. 

The  sulphur  spring  is  drunk  at 
the  source,  and  is  good  for  chronic 
rheumatism  and  gout,  cutaneous 
diseases  and  derangement  of  the 
digestive  organs.  These  waters, 
however,  are  chiefly  employed  for 
baths, — and  above  all  for  douche 
baths.  There  is  a  veiy  handsome 
and  well -arranged  Thermal  estab¬ 
lishment  ;  it  was  built  by  a  former 


king  of  Sardinia,  and  was  greatly 
enlarged  and  furnished  with  the 
newest  appliances  in  i860  by  the 
grant  of  a  large  sum  from  Napoleon 
III.  and  again  in  1880. 

The  hot  water  is  conveyed  into 
the  establishment  and  applied  for 
douches  at  a  pressure  varying  from 
10  to  60  feet.  The  bathing  is  regu¬ 
lated  by  a  chef  de  service,  under 
whom  are  six  surveillants,  50  male 
and  female  doucheurs  and  frotteurs,  and 
88  porters  for  carrying  patients  in 
sedan  chairs  from  the  baths  to  their 
hotels.  The  baths  are  open  all 
winter  (as  are  some  of  the  hotels — 
Grand  Hotel,  Europe,  Nord,  Ber- 
gues),  but  the  season  commences  on 
April  15th. 

There  is  a  regular  code  of  laws  ns 
to  the  baths,  and  there  are  two  fine 
swimming-baths. 

Balls  and  concerts  are  frequently 
given  during  the  season  in  the  Cercle, 
where  there  is  also  a  reading-room 
and  restaurant.  The  Villa  des  Fleurs 
contains  restaurant,  concert-,  and 
ballrooms,  theatre,  and  gaming 
rooms.  There  are  several  practical 
local  hand-books.  Aix-les-Bains,  Mar- 
lioz,  et  leurs  Environs,  Hachette,  Paris, 
is  recommended. 

There  are  several  interestingPowow 
Remains :  a  sepulchral  arch  in  de¬ 
based  Doric  style,  probably  of  the 
3rd  or  4th  cent.,  raised  by  Lucius 
Pompeius  Campanus  to  the  memory 
of  his  family  ;  a  portion  of  an  Ionic 
temple  of  Diana,  built  of  large  blocks 
of  calcareous  stone,  of  which  the 
cella  is  perfect,  contains  the  local 
Museum.  The  Chateau  of  the  Mar¬ 
quises  of  Aix,  a  building  of  the  i6th 
cent.,  is  now  the  Hotel  de  Ville, 
Post  and  Telegraph  office.  The 
RomanBaths  are  entered  froip  Madame 
Chabei't’s  garden.  The  principal  por¬ 
tion  visible  is  an  hypocaust.  Tlie 
vaulting  is  a  most  perfect  piece  of 
construction,  well  worthy  of  atten¬ 
tion. 

The  Thermal  Caverns  of  St.  Paul 
(tickets,  50  c.\  reached  by  a  subter¬ 
ranean  gallery,  are  curious,  and  con¬ 
tain  large  stalactites 
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About  1 1  m.  distant  on  the  Cliam- 
bery  road  is  Marlioz,  neatly  laid-out 
grounds  with  mineral  springs  and 
inhaling  rooms,  sometimes  used  as 
an  adjunct  to  the  Aix  waters.  The 
geology  of  the  district  is  the  Neoco- 
mian  strata  of  the  cretaceous  group 
overlying  the  Jurassic  formation. 

Branch  Ely.  (25  m.)  from  Aix  to 
Annecy  (Ete.  152)  in  i  to  2|  hrs. 
by  Albens,  Rumilly,  then  up  the 
romantic  valley  of  the  Fier  by  Le¬ 
va  gny,  where  the  Gorge  du  Fier 
(Ete.  152)  is  well  worth  visiting. 

To  visit  the  monastery  of  the 
G'rancle  Chartreuse  (FIandbook  for 
France,  Ete.  13 1)  from  Aix  or  Cham- 
bery  the  easiest  way  is  to  go  by  rail 
to  the  Stat.  of  the  Cascade  de  Couz  on 
the  direct  line  to  Lyons,  and  thence 
drive  to  St.  Laurent  du  Pont,  where 
the  rte.  from  Grenoble  is  joined 
'  Ete.  153  below).  Diligences  run 
from  Chambery  to  St.  Laurent  du 
Pont.  A  longer  drive  from  Cham¬ 
bery  to  the  monastery  is  by  the 
Echelles,  St.  Pierre  d’Entremont,and 
the  Col  du  Cucheron  (31I  m.). 

Excursions.  There  are  numer¬ 
ous  rides  and  walks  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood,  through  varied  and 
beautiful  scenery.  The  nearest  are 
to  the  villages  of  Tresserve,  Mouxy, 
St.  Innocent,  the  castles  of  Bour- 
deau,  Bonport,  and  Chatillon  on  the 
borders  of  the  lake. 

Gresy,  3I  m.  distant.  Old  tower 
at  the  village  and  waterfalls,  live 
min.  from  the  rly.  stat.  Here 
the  stream  flows  through  deep 
chasms  in  the  rock,  overgrown  with 
verdure,  and  picturesque  old  saw¬ 
mills.  In  1813  the  Baroness  de 
Broc,  a  young  lady  in  attendance 
on  Queen  Hortense,  unfortunately 
perished  ’by  slipping  from  a  plank 
into  the  pool  below.  The  spot  is 
marked  by  a  monument  and  inscrip¬ 
tion. 

Haute  Combe,  on  the  oj^posite 
or  N.W.  shore  of  the  Lac  du  Bourget. 
Boat  8  fr.,  with  two  boatmen,  in¬ 
cluding  return.  A  small  steamer 
plies  during  the  summer. 


This  monastery,  situated  below 
the  Mont  du  Chat,  and  slightly 
raised  above  the  lake,  was  founded 
by  Amadeus  III.,  Count  of  Savoy  in 
1125,  the  original  monks  (of  the 
order  of  St.  Basil,  from  Aulph  in 
the  Chablais),  embracing  the  Cister¬ 
cian  rule  at  the  request  of  St.  Ber¬ 
nard  of  Clairvaux.  It  was  the  bury- 
ing-place  of  the  Princes  of  Savoy, 
among  whom  are  Boniface,  Arch¬ 
bishop  of  Canterbury,  son  of  Count 
Thomas  of  Savoy,  who  died  1270  ; 
Amadeus  V.,  VI.,  and  VII.  ;  Jeanne 
de  Montfort  and  her  husband  ; 
Peter  of  Savoy,  ‘  le  petit  Char¬ 
lemagne,’  brother  of  Archbishop 
Boniface  ;  Anne  of  Zahringen,  &c. 
The  convent,  erected  1743,  was  pil¬ 
laged  and  desecrated  and  the  ch. 
rifled  and  destroyed  during  the 
French  Revolution  (1793).  About 
the  year  1824  it  was  entirely  rebuilt 
in  florid  but  debased  Gothic  by 
Charles  Felix,  King  of  Sardinia. 
The  monuments  are  numerous,  all, 
however,  modern,  or  so  much  re¬ 
stored  as  to  leave  little  of  the  origi¬ 
nal.  The  convent  is  again  occupied 
by  Cistercian  monks,  and  when 
Savoy  was  ceded  to  France  in  i860 
was  specially  excepted  from  the 
treaty,  remaining  in  the  hands  of 
the  Counts  of  Savoy  who  have  become 
Kings  of  Italy. 

Near  Haute  Combe  is  a  tower, 
called  Phare  de  Gessens,  the  view  from 
which  is  described  by  Rousseau. 
About  1 1  m.  beyond  the  Abbey  is  an 
intermittent  spring,  called  Fontaine 
des  Merveilles. 

Lac  dll  Bourget.  About  10  m.  in 
length  by  3  m.  in  breadth.  Its 
level  is  758  ft.  above  the  sea,  112  ft. 
below  the  Aix  Baths,  and  472  ft. 
below  the  Lake  of  Geneva  ;  its  waters 
find  their  exit  into  the  Rhone  from 
its  northern  end.  It  is  stated  to  be 
in  some  places  500  ft.  deep.  The 
boats  both  on  this  lake  and  that  of 
Annecy  are  very  good,  and  superior 
to  those  on  the  Swiss  lakes — the 
men  row  well,  and  understand  sail¬ 
ing.  The  charges  are  regulated  by 
a  Tariff  of  3  fr.  the  hour.  A  steamer 
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makes  the  tour  of  the  lake  in  sum- 
mei\  The  fishing  is  excellent,  and 
travellers  can  secure  good  sport. 
The  W.  margin  of  the  lake  consists 
of  a  tall  precipice  of  limestone,  rising 
almost  perpendicularly  from  the 
water’s  edge,  and  extending  from 
Haute  Combe  to  Bourdeau.  A 
pleasant  way  of  seeing  the  scenery 
of  the  lake,  for  a  good  pedestrian,  is 
to  take  a  boat  to  Haute  Combe, 
sending  it  on  to  Bourdeau,  and 
walking  by  agreeable  bypaths  along 
the  heights  above  the  lake,  descend¬ 
ing  to  Bourdeau  by  the  main  road 
over  the  Mont  du  Chat. 

For  those  who  enjoy  mountain 
ascents  an  interesting  excursion  may 
be  made  from  Aix  to  the  summit  or 
slopes  of  the  Dent  du  Chat,  the  high¬ 
est  point  in  the  range  of  limestone 
mountains,  the  W.  boundary  of  the 
lake. 

The  shortest  way  is  to  cross  the 
lake  from  Aix  to  Bourdeau  on  the 
high  road  from  Chambery  to  Lyons 
by  Yenne.  The  road  ascends  the 
side  of  the  mountain,  winding  along 
steep  slopes  which  command  admi¬ 
rable  views  over  the  lake,  until  it 
attains  the  pass  of  the  Mont  du  Chat 
[2ogs  ff-  above  the  sea\  This  is  one 
of  the  most  ancient  passages  from 
France  into  Italy,  and  was  probably 
the  most  frequented  before  the  con¬ 
struction  of  the  road  by  Les  Echelles 
(Rte.  153). 

On  the  summit  of  the  pass  there 
is  a  level,  about  300  yds  across, 
covered  with  stones,  rocks,  and 
brushwood.  A  temple  formerly  stood 
here,  of  which  the  foundations  may 
be  traced,  and  many  of  the  stones 
around  made  part  of  the  building. 
They  have  been  well  cut,  and  the 
cornices  of  many  are  yet  tolerably 
perfect.  An  inscrij^tion  found  here 
has  given  rise  to  the  idea  that  the 
temple  was  dedicated  to  Mercury,  or 
more  probably  to  his  Gallic  equiva¬ 
lent,  the  god  Theut,  who,  like  him, 
presided  over  highways.  The  moun¬ 
tain  was  called  Mans  Thuates,  pro¬ 
bably  from  this  temple. 

Even  without  ascending  to  the  top  | 

[Sivitz.  II.] 


of  the  mountain,  the  view  from  the 
slope  is  very  fine.  Looking  towards 
France,  the  scene  is  most  fertile, 
studded  with  villages  and  towns, 
and  so  extensive  that  where  the  dis¬ 
tant  mountains  of  Tarare  do  not 
limit  the  horizon,  it  subsides  into 
indistinctness. 

Immediately  below,  on  the  same 
side,  are  the  rich  pasturages  of  the 
W.  slopes  of  the  Mont  du  Chat.  Be¬ 
yond  these  are  the  valley  of  the 
Rhone,  and  the  hills  and  plains 
which  extend  to  the  Ain.-  To  reach 
the  highest  point,  called  the  Dent  du 
Chat,  descend  the  road  towards 
Yenne  for  hr.,  then  take  a  path 
to  the  1.,  which  leads  in  20  min. 
to  a  small  Inn.  Thence  along  the 
ridge  overlooking  the  col,  and  as¬ 
cending  the  E.  side  of  the  Dent  to  the 
top,  is  a  scramble  of  hr.,  or  3  hrs. 
from  Bourdeau.  An  inexperienced 
person  should  take  a  guide. 

From  the  summit  (4912  ft.  above 
the  sea)  the  view  on  the  eastern  side 
is  one  of  surpassing  beauty.  The 
mountain  appears  to  overhang  the 
lake,  into  whose  deep  blue  waters  it 
seems  only  a  leap.  Beyond  is  the 
valley  of  Chambery,  extending  to 
the  Mont  Granier  (6358  ft.)  ;  Aix-les- 
Bains  is  at  your  feet,  and  on  the  rt. 
Chambery  lies  like  a  model  ;  numer¬ 
ous  hamlets  speckle  the  beautiful 
valley,  which  is  bounded  on  the  op¬ 
posite  side  by  the  rich  slopes  of  the 
Mont  d’Azy,  and  the  Dent  du  Kivolet 
(5095  ff-)  j  beyond  are  seen  the 
mountains  of  the  Val  d’Isere,  and 
the  snowy  summits  of  the  Dauphine 
Alps. 

At  the  S.  extremity  of  the  lake  are 
the  ruins  of  the  Castle  of  Bourget,  built 
1248,  the  residence  of  the  Counts  of 
Savoy  to  the  i6th  cent.  Amadeus 
V.,  called  the  Great,  who  was  born 
here  in  1249,  sent  for  the  painter 
Giorgio  di  Aquila,  a  pupil  of  Giotto, 
to  decorate  its  interior  ;  a-nd  some 
fragments  of  fresco,  now  nearly 
effaced,  in  a  cabinet  formed  in  the 
thickness  of  the  wall  of  one  of  the 
towers,  are  probably  a  part  of  his 
work. 
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Aix  and  the  Lac  du  Bourget  are 
sketched  by  Lamartine,  not  very 
correctly,  in  his  story  of  Raphael. 

N.B.  Those  who  approach  Chamo¬ 
nix  by  Aix,  and  do  not  wish  to  go 
round  by  Geneva,  may  cross  from 
Annecy  by  rly.  to  La  Roche  and 
Cluses  (Rtes.  138  and  i52\ 


Soon  after  leaving  the  Aix  station, 
the  Marlioz  Etablissement  is  seen  on 
the  1.,  whilst  on  the  rt.  is  the  wooded 
bank  of  Tresserve,  Beyond  it  an¬ 
other  peep  of  the  lake  is  caught. 
The  line  then  runs  through  flat 
meadows  to 

22|  m.  Chambery  Stat.  (883  ft.) 
Ital.  Ciamberi),  since  1232  (when  it 
was  bought  from  its  lords)  the  capital 
of  Savoy,  now  of  the  department  of 
Savoy,  and  since  1817  an  arch¬ 
bishop’s  see  (the  bishop’s  see 
having  only  been  erected  in  1779). 
It  contains  20,916  Inhab.,  and  is  plea¬ 
santly  situated  within  a  circle  of 
mountains.  The  streets  are  rather 
picturesque,  and  have  an  air  of  ac¬ 
tivity,  although  the  population  re¬ 
mains  stationary,  and  the  town  con¬ 
tains  little  to  interest  the  traveller. 
A  peculiar  silk-gauze  is  made  here, 
and  the  manufactory,  at  a  pretty 
chateau  called  La  Calamine,  is 
shown  to  strangers. 

The  Cathedral,  a  Gothic  building 
(14th  cent.,  flnished  1430),  curiously 
painted  in  imitation  of  the  stone 
tracery  of  the  15th  cent.,  is  neither 
large  nor  interesting. 

By  flights  of  sloped  terraces  you 
may  ascend  to  the  Castle  of  the 
Dukes  of  Savoy  (i3th-i5th  cents. \ 
presenting  a  very  picturesque  and 
imposing  appearance.  It  was  burnt 
in  1798,  only  3  of  the  towers,  the 
chapel,  and  the  part  next  the  town 
escaping.  The  chapel  (begun  1415) 
is  in  the  style  of  the  Sainte  Chapelle 
at  Paris,  and  has  some  beautiful 
lancet  windows  of  painted  glass. 
The  interior  is  painted  in  imitation 
of  Flamboyant  tracery.  One  side  of 
the  castle-yard  is  occupied  by  a  sin¬ 


gularly  ugly  modern  building,  now 
residence  of  the  Prefet,  within  which 
are  the  very  simple  apartments  for¬ 
merly  occupied  by  the  Sardinian 
Royal  Family.  A  singular  and 
stately  staircase  leads  up  one  of  the 
towers.  From  the  top  (adm.  20  c.) 
there  is  a  noble  view. 

Before  the  French  Revolution 
there  were  20  convents  in  Chambery: 
there  are  still  seven,  four  of  which 
are  nunneries. 

Among  the  most  conspicuous 
buildings  are  the  modern  Palais  de 
Justice,  H.  de  Ville  (1864'!,  and 
Barracks.  In  theMuseum  opposite 
the  Palais  de  Justice  is  a  collection 
of  objects  found  in  lake-dwell¬ 
ings,  Roman  antiquities,  costumes, 
maps,  &c.  ;  and  here  too  is  the 
Public  Library,  containing  40,000 
volumes  and  a  few  pictures,  none 
of  them  calculated  to  afford  the 
stranger  much  gratification  ;  there 
is  also  a  Theatre  and  a  College. 

St.  B6al,  author  of  the  Conjuration 
confre  Venise,  was  born  at  Chambery, 
1639  ;  and  the  Comte  Xavier  de 
Maistre,  author  of  the  Voyage  autour 
cle  ma  Chamhre,  was  also  a  native. 
This  town  boasts  among  her  citizens 
General  de  Boigne,  who,  having 
made  an  immense  fortune  in  the 
East  Indies,  in  the  service  of  the 
Rajah  Scindia,  bestowed  the  greater 
portion  of  it,  to  the  amount  of 
3,417,850  fr.,  in  benefactions  to  his 
native  place.  He  founded  two  hos¬ 
pitals,  and  set  on  foot  many  im¬ 
provements.  A  street  has  been 
named  after  him,  and  in  it  a  monu¬ 
ment,  consisting  of  a  fountain  orna¬ 
mented  with  figures  of  elephants, 
has  been  erected  to  his  memory.  He 
died  1830. 

On  a  rock  rising  on  the  rt.  bank  of 
the  Leysse,  a  Roman  site,  stands  the 
Ch.  of  Lemenc,  the  oldest  in  the 
district.  In  the  crypt  is  the  tomb 
of  an  Irish  bishop,  who  died  here  in 
1 1 76,  and  in  the  church  are  General 
de  Boigne’s  tomb  and  the  grave  of 
Madame  de  Warens. 

About  20  minutes’  walk  to  the  S. 
of  the  town  is  Les  Charmettes, 
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the  residence  of  Rousseau  and  of 
his  friend  Madame  de  Warens. 
There  is  nothing  in  the  place  at 
present  worth  notice  independently 
of  its  connection  with  Jean  Jacques  : 
the  house  has  the  appearance  of  a 
poor  farm-house.  Rousseau’s  room 
was  the  one  over  the  entrance. 

Those  who  desire  a  pleasant  2  hrs.’ 
walk,  may  visit  the  ravine  called 
Le  Bout  du  Monde.  The  road  to 
it  turns  out  of  that  to  Turin  at  the 
end  of  the  Faubourg  de  Montmelian, 
follows  the  1.  bank  of  the  Leysse  by 
the  side  of  the  great  dyke,  as  far 
as  the  village  of  Leysse,  where  it 
crosses  the  stream,  and,  passing  on 
the  rt.  the  picturesque  castle  of  Chaf- 
fardon,  enters  the  gorge  of  the 
Doria,  which  is  closed  in  on  all  sides 
by  high  clitfs,  forming  the  base  of 
the  Dent  du  Nivolet,  and  has  no  out¬ 
let.  Behind  a  paper-mill,  built  by 
one  of  the  Montgolfiers,  the  stream 
falls  in  a  pretty  cascade  over  the 
wall  of  rock  here  formed  of  remark¬ 
ably  regular  and  thin  horizontal 
strata,  through  some  of  which  the 
water  forcing  its  way  forms  supple¬ 
mentary  jets  at  a  distance  from  the 
main  fall. 

3|  m.  E.  of  Chambery  lies  Challes, 
'the  source  of  a  mineral  water  re¬ 
markable  for  its  strength  in  sulphur, 
and  also  containing  iodine  and  bro¬ 
mine  ;  it  is  largely  used  in  the  treat¬ 
ment  at  Aix-les-Bains. 

The  Bent  du  Nivolet  ( 5095  ft.\  one  of 
the  highest  of  the  Beauges  moun¬ 
tains,  may  be  best  ascended  on  the 
E.  side  from  Les  Deserts,  on  the  way 
up  into  the  Beauges  by  the  Col  de 
Plain  Palais  (Rte.  152).  The  top 
may  be  reached  in  4  hrs.  on  mules 
from  Chambery.  There  is  a  cross  on 
the  summit,  which  is  plainly  seen 
from  Chambery.  Another  delight¬ 
ful  ascent  (5-6  hrs.)  is  that  of  Mont 
Granier  (6358  ft.\  with  curious 
chasms  on  its  limestone  summit. 
To  the  N.  of  it  are  the  Ahimes  de 
M]jans,  noticed  in  Rte.  154. 

Direct  rly.  to  Pont  de  Beauvoisin 
and  Lyons,  see  Rte.  153  ;  to  Tui  in, 
Rte.  154.  _ 


ROUTE  152. 

GENEVA  TO  ANNECY  AND  AIX-LES- 
BAINS - RAILWAY. 

37I  m.  from  Geneva  to  Annecy, 
62^  m.  to  Aix-les-Bains. 

3  through  trains  daily  each  way, 
in  3|-  to  4j:  hrs.  (2|  hrs.  to  Annecy  ), 
and  3  local  trains  each  way  between 
Annecy  and  Aix-les-Bains  in  i  to 
li  hr. 

Tramway  or  rly.  to  m.)  Anne- 
masse  Junct.  (Rte.  138).  Here  the 
line  from  Annecy  joins  the  line  that 
runs  in  French  territory  from  the 
Fort  de  I’Ecluse  to  Thonon  and  Bou- 
veret  (Rte.  57). 

The  line  crosses  the  Arve  and  runs 
under  the  S.  flank  of  the  Petit 
Saleve  to 

6|  m.  Mornex-Monnetier  Stat. 

(Rte.53  5),  and  past  2  small  stations  to 

0 

14^  m.  La  Roche  sur  Poron 
Stat.  [Junction  of  the  line  from 
Chamonix  and  Cluses  (Rte.  138).] 

18  m.  St.  Laurent  Stat.  The  line 
ascends  in  a  wide  curve  to 

23I  m.  Evires  Stat.,  its  highest 
point  (2516  ft.\  beyond  which  it 
passes  several  viaducts  and  a  tunnel 
before  reaching 

28  m.  Groisy  le  Plot  Stat.  [2  m. 

distant,  at  Thorens,  formerly  existed 
the  chateau  of  Sales,  Avhere  St.  Fran¬ 
cois  de  Sales  was  born  in  1567.] 
Here  the  line  enters  the  valley  of 
the  Filliere,  which  it  follows,  pass¬ 
ing  two  small  stations,  to 

37I  m.  Annecy  Stat,  This  in¬ 
dustrious  city  of  11,334  Inhab.  is 
situated  at  the  N.  extremity  of  the 
Lake  of  Annecy,  which  is  discharged 
by  canals  crossing  the  streets.  It 
was  the  residence  of  the  bishop  of 
Geneva  from  1535  onwards,  after  he 
was  expelled  from  his  cathedral  city, 
and  in  1822  was  erected  into  a  sepa¬ 
rate  see  for  the  non-Swiss  portions 
of  the  old  diocese  of  Geneva.  It  is 
the  capital  of  the  department  of 
Upper  Savoy  (Haute  Savoie).  The 
town  is  picturesque  and  clean,  the 
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shops  in  many  of  its  streets  are 
under  arcades,  and  there  is  an  air 
of  respectable  antiquity  about  it — 
though  this,  the  ancient  capital  of 
the  Counts  of  the  Genevois,  suc¬ 
ceeded  a  still  older  one.  In  the  12th 
cent,  it  was  known  as  Anneciacum 
novum,  to  distinguish  it  from  Anne¬ 
ciacum  veins,  which  formerly  existed 
on  the  slopes  of  the  beautiful  hill  of 
Annecy-le-vieux.  Numerous  medals 
of  the  Roman  emperors  of  the  two 
first  cents,  of  the  Christian  era  have 
been  found  here,  and  inscriptions, 
sepulchres,  urns,  and  fragments  of 
statues,  and  of  a  temple,  attest  the 
presence  of  the  conquering  people. 

When  the  house  of  Geneva  became 
extinct,  Annecy  passed,  in  1401,  to 
that  of  Savoy.  In  1412  it  was  totally 
burnt.  To  assist  in  restoring  the 
inhab.  to  their  town,  Amadeus 
VIII.,  then  count,  later  (1417)  duke 
of  Savoy,  gave  them  many  privileges, 
and  enabled  them  to  establish  works 
for  flax-spinning,  which  has  con¬ 
tinued  to  be  its  principal  manufac¬ 
ture. 

The  linen  bleacheries,  which 
date  from  1650,  have  always  sus¬ 
tained  a  high  reputation,  and  are 
still  flourishing.  Encouraged  by 
Napoleon,  the  late  Baron  Duport,  of 
Turin,  introduced  the  first  cotton- 
works.  There  are  also  manufactories 
of  black  glass,  sulphuric  acid,  printed 
cottons,  &c.,  and  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood,  at  Entrevernes,  a  vein  of 
lignite  is  worked,  while  at  the  vil¬ 
lage  of  Gran  are  oil,  corn,  and  fulling 
mills  on  the  Fier. 

The  14th  cent.  Chateau,  the  re¬ 
sidence  of  the  family  of  Savoy-Ne- 
mours  (^ejttinct  1652 \  is  now  a 
barrack  ;  in  the  Queen’s  tower  are 
the  oubliettes,  torture-chamber,  and 
furnace  for  heating  tlie  instruments 
of  torture. 

The  i6th  cent.  Cathedral  has  a 
‘  St.  Peter  and  the  Angel  ’  by  Mazzo- 
la  di  Valduggia.  In  the  neighbour¬ 
ing  Ch.  of  St.  Fran9ois  are  de¬ 
posited  the  remains  of  St.  Eranfois 
de  Sales  and  of  Mdre  (SaintO; 


Chantal.  Their  translation  from 
the  Cathedral  was  made  in  1826, 
with  great  ceremony. 

The  tender  friendship  that  long 
subsisted  between  St.  Francis  de 
Sales  and  La  M§re  Chantal  is 
well  known,  and  the  relics  of  the 
two  canonized  saints  are  regarded 
with  great  reverence. 

St.  Francis  de  Sales  was  a  member 
of  the  noble  family  of  de  Sales  (cha¬ 
teau  near  Thorens,  not  far  from 
Annecy),  and  was  born  in  1567. 
Having  devoted  himself  to  the 
Church,  and  evinced  great  zeal  and 
eloquence  in  its  defence,  he  was  con¬ 
secrated  in  1602  bishop  of  Geneva, 
and  was  the  leader  in  the  religious 
revival  in  Savoy  and  the  neighbour¬ 
ing  districts.  He  died  at  Lyons  in 
1622,  and  was  buried  at  Annecy. 
His  canonization  took  place  in  1665; 
but  before  that  event  his  remains 
were  so  highly  valued  by  the  inhab., 
that,  when  the  city  was  taken  by 
the  French  in  1630,  one  of  the  six 
articles  of  capitulation  stipulated 
that  the  body  of  the  Venerable 
Francis  de  Sales  should  never  be  re¬ 
moved  from  the  city. 

The  Museum  and  Library 
(12,000  vols.)  are  in  the  Hotel  de 
Ville.  The  former  contains  Roman' 
and  other  antiquities,  10,000  medals, 
mineral  and  nad.  hist,  collections, 
including  200  species  of  birds  killed 
in  Savoy.  Here  also  are  the  remains 
of  Dr.  Hamel’s  guides,  lost  on  Mt. 
Blanc  in  1820.  In  the  adjoining 
Public  Garden  is  a  statue  of  Berthollet, 
the  chemist,  by  Marochetti. 

Near  the  Hotel  de  Ville  is  the  15th 
cent.  Dominican  Ch.  of  St,  Mau¬ 
rice. 

The  Prefecture  was  built  1861-5 
in  the  style  of  Louis  XIII.  The 
town  has  a  Theatre,  and  a  Haras, 
or  horse-breeding  estab.,  founded  by 
Napoleon  in  1806. 

Rousseau,  on  escaping  from  Ge¬ 
neva,  fled  to  Annecy,  and  many  pas¬ 
sages  of  the  Confessions  relate  to  his 
residence  here. 

The  Promenade  du  Paquier  is 
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a  beautiful  Avenue  where  fairs  and 
public  amusements  are  held. 

The  charming  Lake  of  Annecy, 
8|  m.  in  length,  and  rather  over  2 
m.  broad  in  its  widest  part,  is  i'467 
ft.  above  the  sea  ;  it  abounds  in  fish 
• — the  loite^  and  one  peculiar  to  this 
lake,  the  vairon.  A  steamer  makes 
the  tour  of  it  thrice  daily  in  2^  hrs. 
Restaurant  on  board.  To  the  E.  of 
it  is  the  limestone  mountain  La 
Tournette ;  N.E.  the  Parmelan ;  W.  Le 
Semnoz.  (Eor  the  ascent  of  these 
l)oints  see  below.) 

Opposite  Annecy,  on  Mt.  Veyrier, 
are  the  houses  once  occupied  by 
Rousseau  and  Eugdne  Sue.  |  hr. 
distant  by  steamer,  on  the  E.  shore, 
stands  Menthon-les-Bains,  with  a 
sulphureous  spring,  and  remains  of 
Roman  baths,  and  in  an  opening  of 
the  mountains,  the  Chateau  de 
Menthon,  still  the  residence  of  a 
powerful  family,  as  for  many  cents, 
past.  Here  St.  Bernard,  the 
‘  Apostle  of  the  Alps,’  was  born 
about  996  (his  room  is  still  shown, 
and  the  window  out  of  which  he  is 
said  to  have  escaped  to  avoid  a  dis¬ 
tasteful  marriage  forced  on  him  by 
his  family — superb  view  from  the 
terrace),  and  the  place  of  his 
nativity,  independent  of  its  local 
beauty,  cannot  fail  to  interest  the 
traveller. 

The  Roche  de  Chere  separates  Men¬ 
thon  from  Talloires,  the  birthplace 
of  Berthollet  the  chemist,  in  1748. 
A  little  cove  reflects  the  image  of 
the  Tournette^  and  a  chestnut  ave¬ 
nue  leads  a  stranger  to  the  ancient 
Benedictine  abbey  (part  of  which 
is  now  an  hotel).  The  monastery  was 
founded  in  the  9th  cent.,  and  re¬ 
organized  by  St  Francois  de  Sales. 
Fragments  of  the  nth  cent,  church, 
and  of  the  13th  cent,  walls  and 
turrets  still  survive.  One  of  its  old 
monks — St.  Germain — retired  (in 
the  loth  cent. )  up  the  mountain-side 
to  a  deeper  solitude,  and  his  her¬ 
mitage  on  the  edge  of  a  chasm  is 
well  worth  a  visit.  [Hence  the  Col 
(lu  Nantet  (4702  ft.)  leads  in  5  hrs.  to 
Thones.]  Nearly  opposite  Talloires 


is  Chateau  Duingt,  crowning  a 
headland,  and  near  it  a  more  ancient 
ruined  tower,  and  the  15th  cent. 
Chateau  of  IIer6. 

The  Gorges  du  Fier,io  min.  from 
Lovagny  Stat.  hr.)  on  the  Aix 
line,  are  remarkable.  The  torrent 
Fier  rushes  through  a  limestone 
fissure,  in  which  a  gallery  has  been 
constructed  for  280  yds.,  and  is  to 
be  carried  farther.  Admittance  i 
fr.,  paid  at  a  refreshment  chalet 
which  commands  a  good  view  of  the 
Chateau  of  Montrottier.  The  gal¬ 
lery  is  fixed  midway  on  the  cliff, 
88  ft.  above  the  stream,  and  as  far 
below  the  festoons  of  clematis  and 
ivy,  which  form  garlands  overhead. 
The  chasm  is  spanned  by  an  old 
Roman  bridge  and  modern  rlv. 
bridge,  and  terminates  in  another 
curiosity,  a  broad  indented  surface 
of  rock,  below  which,  on  close  in¬ 
spection,  the  river  may  be  detected 
silently  streaming  through  a  net¬ 
work  of  channels  and  holes,  similar 
to  those  of  the  Perte  du  Rhone  at 
Bellegarde.  The  walk  may  be  ex¬ 
tended  over  the  Roman  bridge  to  the 
Chateau  de  Montrottierj  said  to  date 
from  the  14th  cent.,  but  partly 
modernised.  Beautiful  view  from 
its  terrace,  and  at  the  bottom  of  a 
tower  one  of  those  dreadful  oub¬ 
liettes  so  common  in  foreign  strong¬ 
holds. 

The  establishment,  at  Cran,  of 
the  hydraulic  machines  for  the  drain¬ 
age  of  the  lake,  is  deserving  of  a  visit. 

From  Annecy  it  is  a  pleasant 
drive  of  17^  m.  (diligence  in  5^  hrs., 
5  fr.)  to  the  village  of  Chatelard, 
the  capital  of  the  Beemges  district,  a 
curious  plateau  or  basin  (i2|  m.  long 
by  7 1  m.  and  3255  ft.  highl,  en¬ 
closed  by  a  rugged  belt  or  rampart 
of  rock,  one  point  of  which  is  the 
Dent  du  Kivolet.  Its  inhabitants,  10.000 
in  number,  are  shepherds,  said  to 
preserve  many  interesting  primitive 
institutions  and  customs.  Easy 
passes  lead  in  every  direction,  and 
there  are  carriage-roads,  to  Chani- 
bery  over  the  Col  de  Plain  Palais  :  6 
hrs.’  walking)  from  below  wliich 
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the  Dent  du  Nivolet  is  accessible 
(Rte.  1 51),  and  to  St.  Pierre  d’Al- 
Ingny  i;i2|  m.). 

From  Annecy  the  following  as¬ 
cents  may  be  made  : — 

a.  La  Tournette  (7733  ft.\  6  hrs. 
from  Talloires  ;  the  last  pinnacle  or 
Fauteuil  is  difficult  (see  below  under 
Faverges). 

b.  Le  Semnoz  1,5591  ft.\  called  the 
Savoyard  Rigi,  i|  hr,  from  Annecy 
(rly.  projected),  with  a  large  hotel 
near  the  summit. 

c.  Parmelan  (6051  ft.),  8  hrs.  by 
way  of  Dingy. 

On  this  last  mountain  are  ice-caves, 
of  which  the  Glaciere  clu  Grand  Ann  is 
the  best  worth  seeing. 

[Carriage-road  from  Annecy  to 
Bonneville,  leaving  rt.  Thorens,  where 
a  little  chapel  marks  tlm  site  of  the 
chateau  of  St.  Fran9ois  de  Sales.  A 
more  beautiful  rte.  is  by  Thones, 
from  which  Bonneville  or  Sallanches 
may  be  reached  by  carriage-road 
(Rte.  150'  or  by  mule-path  ;  or  Cluses 
by  St.  Jean  de  Sixt  (Rte.  150)  and 
the  secluded  Vallee  du  Beposoir  and 
its  Chartreuse  (Rte.  138).] 

From  Annecy  to  Aix  the  rly. 
passes  through  a  rich  and  pleasing 
country  to 

4i|  m.  Lovagny  Stat.  for  the 
Gorge  du  Fier.  S.  of  the  line,  on 
the  carriage-road  is 

Alby,  a  village  of  1151  Inhab., 
situated  on  the  Cheran,  and  with 
one  of  the  most  remarkable  objects 
between  Annecy  and  Aix,  the  fine 
stone  bridge — a  single  arch  of  great 
height  and  span.  This  village  was 
more  important  formerly  when  the 
Counts  of  the  Genevois  surrounded 
it  with  a  wall  and  castles,  of  which 
some  traces  exist.  They  were  built 
on  both  sides  of  the  river. 

Between  Lovagny  and  Marcellaz 
there  are  10  viaducts  or  bridges  and 
2  tunnels. 

45|  m.  Marcellaz  Stat.,  in  the 
valley  of  the  Fier. 

492-  Rumilly  Stat,,  in  the 
valley  of  the  Cheran,  The  tower  of 
the  ch.  is  12th  cent. 


54  j  m.  Albens  Stat.,  a  village  of 
1679  Inhab.  Near  here  is  St.  F6lix, 
where  Bishop  Dupanloup  of  Orleans 
(d.  1878)  was  born  in  1802.  Beyond 
it  the  road  overlooks  the  plain  of 
Aix,  where  that  town,  the  Lake  of 
Bourget,  and  the  basin  of  Chambery, 
bounded  by  the  Mont  du  Chat,  the 
Mont  d’Azy,  and  the  Mont  Granier, 
present  a  scene  of  singular  beauty. 

62 1  m.  Aix  -  les  -  Bains  Stat. 

(Rte.  151). 


The  easiest  road  from  Annecy  to 
Faverges  is  carried  along  the  W. 
shore  of  the  Lake  of  Annecy,  but  the 
otlier  is  a  prettier  drive. 

The  diligences  for  Chamonix  by 
Flumet  and  Megbve  (Rte.  150)  start 
in  correspondence  with  the  steamers 
(which  take  i  hr.  from  Annecy) 
from  the  little  harbour  of  Bout  du 
Lac  or  Boussard,  reaching  Chamonix 
thence  in  io|  hrs. 

From  the  end  of  the  lake  the  road 
runs  up  the  valley  of  Eau  Morte  ;  it 
is  so  nearly  level  that  the  fields  are 
often  inundated. 

5  nsL.  Faverges,  a  town  of  3141 
Inhab.,  in  the  midst  of  rich  mea¬ 
dows,  wooded  slopes,  and  mountains. 
It  was  known  in  the  12th  cent,  as 
Fahricae,  a  name  derived  from  its 
numerous  forges  for  copper  and 
iron.  It  still  possesses  silk-mills, 
manufactories  of  cutlery,  and  tan¬ 
neries  ;  and  since  the  completion  of 
the  road  by  Ugines  into  the  Taren- 
taise  has  been  daily  improving.  Its 
old  castle  is  finely  situated. 

[N.  of  Faverges  extends  the  Tcmr- 
nette,  a  limestone  range  of  about  7700 
ft.  above  the  sea,  commanding  an 
exceedingly  fine  panoramic  view. 
Its  ascent,  however,  takes  fullv  6 
hrs.  from  Faverges,  and  the  actual 
top  is  not  easy  of  access.  It  is  called 
the  Fauteud,  and  is  the  summit  of 
a  curious  rock,  which  rises  like  a 
tower  from  the  comparatively  level 
ridge.  The  sides  of  this  rock  actu¬ 
ally  overhang,  and  the  summit  can 
be  reached  only  by  climbing  an  awk- 
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ward  chimney.  A  traveller  may 
descend  in  4  lirs.  to  Talloires,  on  the 
Lake  of  Annecy,  from  which  side  the 
ascent  is  very  steep.] 

A  slight  elevation  or  pass  divides 
the  head  of  the  valley  of  the  Eau  Morte 
from  that  of  the  Chaise,  or  Monthoux, 
which  runs  into  the  Arly  at  Ugines 
(Rte.  150 )  and  is  richly  wooded  and 
picturesque.  A  good  road  from  Fa- 
verges  to  Albertville  along  the  plain, 
avoids  the  dirty  town  and  hill  of 
Ugines. 

From  Fa  verges  it  is  7!  m.  to 
Ugines  and  m.  to 

Albertville  Stat.  (see  Rte.  i5oa(, 
which  is  about  the  same  distance 
from  Faverges  by  the  much  prettier 
carriage-road  over  the  Col  de  Tamii 
^2979  ft.),  just  below  which  is  the 
old  Cistercian  abbey  of  Tamie^ 
founded  in  1132  and  suppressed  in 
1793- 


ROUTE  153. 

LYONS  TO  CHAMBERY. 

A.  By  lies  Echelles. 

B.  By  Aiguebelette — Railway, 

The  express  trains  from  Lyons  to 
Chambery  follow  the  line  from 
Lyons  to  Geneva  (Rte.  53)  as  far  as 
Culoz  Junct.  Stat.  From  Culoz 
to  Chambery  the  road  is  described 
in  Rte.  15 1.  A  far  more  interesting 
course  may  be  followed  by  either  of 
the  following  rtes.,  the  former  being 
the  formerly  frequented  high  road, 
the  latter  the  more  difficult  short 
cut,  now  more  used  as  it  is  traversed 
by  a  rly. 

A.  By  Les  Echelles. 

18  m.  from  St.  Laurent  du  Pont 
to  Cliambery  by  the  carriage-road, 
on  which  diligences  run. 

By  rly.  from  Lyons  towards  Gre¬ 
noble  to  1 60  m.  i  Voiron  Stat.,  from 
which  place  an  extremely  interest¬ 
ing  expedition  may  be  made  to  the 
Grande  Chartreuse  (See  Handbook 


FOR  France,  Rte.  1311  by  the  road 
to  Les  Echelles,  turning  off  at  St. 
Laurent  du  Pont,  5^  m.  from  the 
monastery.  The  traveller  will  re¬ 
turn  to  St.  Laurent  du  Pont,  a  few 
m.  distant  from  the  torrent  of  the 
Guiers  Vif,  which,  before  the  an¬ 
nexation  of  Savoy,  formed  the  fron¬ 
tier  of  France.  This  torrent  is 
crossed  at  (3I  m.)  the  village  of 

Les  Echelles  (possibly  the  Ro¬ 
man  stat.  of  Lahisco),  from  which 
a  walk  of  4  or  5  hrs.  leads 
direct  to  the  Grande  Chartreuse  by 
the  Col  de  la  Buchere.  [A  longer  but 
beautiful  carriage-rte.  to  the  monas¬ 
tery  leads  in  about  18  m.  from  Les 
Echelles  by  way  of  St. Pierre  d’Entre- 
mont  and  the  Col  du  Cuchei’on.] 
The  valley  beyond  this  is  a  com¬ 
plete  cul  de  sac.  A  wall  of  limestone, 
800  ft.  high,  stretches  directly  across 
it  ;  and  from  Les  Echelles  the  eye 
in  vain  seeks  for  the  means  of  exit. 
In  former  days  the  only  road  ^  was 
a  path  of  the  most  rugged  and  diffi¬ 
cult  kind  (apparently  dating  from 
Roman  times),  but  the  story  that 
long  ladders  were  used  on  it  is  a 
myth  of  the  i8th  cent.  This  was 
called  the  Chemin  de  la  Grotte,  or 
Les  Echelles,  from  which  the 
neighbouring  village  derived  its 
name.  The  difficulty  of  the  passage 
was  increased  at  times  by  the  moun¬ 
tain  torrent,  which,  when  swollen, 
took  its  course  through  the  cavern. 
It  was  utterly  impassable  for  mules  : 
travellers  were  sometimes  carried 
through  it,  seated  upon  an  arm¬ 
chair  attached  to  the  backs  of  stout 
Savoyard  peasants,  who  performed 
the  service  of  beasts  of  burden,  as 
the  South  American  Indians  do 
at  the  present  day  on  some  of  the 
passes  of  the  Andes. 

An  improved  road  was  made  be¬ 
tween  1667  and  1670,  by  Duke 
Charles  Emanuel  II.  of  Savoy,  at 

1  For  a  complete  account  of  this  road,  see 
the  admirable  monograph  by  J.  Martin- 
Franklin  and  L.  Vaccarone,  published  in  1887 
at  Chambery  under  the  title  of  Notice  JJis- 
turiquc  stir  I’uncienne  lioute  de  Charles  Ema- 
tiuel  11.  et  les  Grottes  des  Echelles,  avec  Pieces 
Justificatives,  et  Documents, 
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considerable  cost,  by  removing  vast 
masses  of  rock,  so  as  to  render  the 
way  passable  for  carriages.  Napo¬ 
leon,  however,  struck  out  a  new 
line,  and  (1804-1814  )  boldly  pierced 
the  mountain  forming  a  tunnel 
101 1  ft.  long,  26  ft.  high,  and  26  ft. 
wide,  along  which  2  diligences  fully 
loaded  may  pass  abreast.  A  pom¬ 
pous  inscription,  written  by  the 
Abbe  St.  Real,  commemorating  the 
enterprise  of  Charles  Emanuel  in 
forming  his  road — which,  though 
steep  and  narrow,  and  very  incon¬ 
venient,  was  a  grand  undertaking 
for  the  period — may  still  be  seen  on 
the  face  of  the  rock. 

(Near  the  commemorative  monu¬ 
ment  set  up  in  1670  is  a  chalet  Bes- 
faurant.  Just  before  reaching  the 
tunnel  is  the  house  of  the  garclien,- 
who  for  I  fr.  will  give  admittance 
into  the  remarkable  grottoes  at  the 
entrance  of  the  gorge,  which  the 
old  road  traversed,  and  which  are 
well  worth  visiting). 

The  road  is  now  carried  through 
a  wilderness  of  rocks,  which,  after 
passing  the  highest  point  or  Col  de 
Couz  (2051  ft.),  gradually  expands 
into  a  pretty  valley.- 

Ilf  m.  St.  Thlbaud  de  Couz. 

Not  far  from  this  a  waterfall  of  164 
ft.  descends  from  the  cliff  on  the  rt., 
described  by  Rousseau  as  ‘  la  plus 
belle  que  je  vis  de  ma  vie.’ 

Close  to  it  is  the  rly.  stat.  of  the 
Cascade  de  Couz  (7  m.,  traversed  in  20 
min.  )  from  Chambery  on  the  direct 
line  to  Lyons).  By  the  road  another 
contracted  ravine  is  passed  before 
reaching  (17^  m.)  Chambery  (Rte. 

151)- 

B.  By  Aiguebelette  (Rly.). 

Four  trains  daily  each  way  be¬ 
tween  Lyons  and  Chambery  in  3  to 
4  hrs.  This  line  is  the  same  as  that 
from  Lyons  to  Grenoble  (LIandbook 
p'OR  France,  Rte.  131)  as  far  as  the 
139I  m.)  Stat.  of  St.  Andre-le-Gaz, 
whence  it  is  26|  m.  more  to  Cham¬ 
bery. 

From  St.  Andre-le-Gaz  the  line 
passes  by  the  stats,  of  Les  Abrets- 1 


Fitilieu  and  Pressins,  before 
reaching  (8  m.)  that  of  Pont  de 
Beauvoisin,  a  village  cut  into  2  bits 
by  the  Guiers  Vif,  which  formed 
the  frontier  between  Dauphine  and 
Savoy,  and  now  forms  the  frontier 
between  the  departments  of  the 
Isere  and  of  Savoy.  The  bridge, 
dates  from  the  reign  of  Francis  I. 
The  line  crosses  the  Guiers  by  a 
long  viaduct  and  then  makes  a  long 
bend  to  the  S.  to  ( i  r|  m.)  St.  B6ron 
Stat.  Thence  another  bend  to  the 
N.  and  another  long  viaduct  lead  to 
(rs  m.)  Lepin — Lac  d’ Aiguebe¬ 
lette  Stat.,  near  the  S.  end  of  the  lake. 
A  tunnel,  265  yds.  long,  pierces  the 
wooded  promontory  between  Lepin 
and  Aiguebelette. 

Aiguebelette  is  a  jpoor  little  vil¬ 
lage,  in  a  most  beautiful  situation. 
The  lake  is  celebrated  for  the  excel¬ 
lence  and  abundance  of  its  carp, 
trout,  and  other  fish.  It  is  2|  m. 
long,  and  wide,  and  its  greatest 
depth  is  164  ft.  It  lies  at  a  height 
of  1234  ft.  Around  it  are  fields  and 
meadows,  but  most  of  the  mountain 
slopes  are  wooded.  Oats,  barley,pota- 
toes,  Indian  corn,  and  flax  are  grown. 

Beyond  Aiguebelette  the  old  car¬ 
riage-road  ascended  a  steep  hill-side 
to  the  crest  of  the  ridge,  whence 
a  fine  view  of  Chambery  below 
was  gained.  It  is  thus  de¬ 
scribed  by  an  English  traveller  of 
the  17th  cent.  :  ‘  Mount  Aiguebellet 
hath  all  the  lineaments  and  shapes 
of  the  great  Alpes,  that  is  much 
winding  and  turning,  deep  preci¬ 
pices,  Marons,  or  men  with  little 
open  chairs  to  carry  you  up  and 
down  the  hill  for  a  crown  ;  and 
much  stumbling  work.’  The  7iy. 
pierces  this  ridge  by  the  Mont  de 
I’Epine  tunnel  (2  m.  long)  and  then 
crosses  the  Hyere  stream  to  (18  ni.) 
Cascade  de  Couz  Stat.,  close  to  the 
waterfall  of  that  name  (see  above. 
A).  This  is  the  starting-point  for 
the  monastery  of  the  Grande  Char¬ 
treuse  by  way  of  Les  Echelles  and  St. 
Laurent  du  Pont  (see  A,  and  Rte. 
151,  and  Handbook  for  France,  Rte. 

131)- 
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A  steep  slope  leads  down,  passing 
Cornittie,  a  large  Deaf  and  Dumb 
Asylum,  and  the  line  from  Aix-les- 
Bains  is  rejoined  just  before  reach¬ 
ing  (262  m.'  Chamber y. 


ROUTE  154. 

CHAMBERY  TO  TURIN  BY  THE 

MONT  CENIS  RAILWAY,  OR  BY 

THE  MONT  CENIS  BASS. 

Distance  127  m, 

Chambery  to  Turin  by  rly.,  7  to 
10]  hrs.  ;  4  ti’ains  daily,  2  of  which, 
in  the  morning  and  late  at  night, 
are  expresses. 

Chambery  (Rte.  151'.  Above  it 
are  passed  on  the  1.  the  castle  of  La 
Bdthie,  and  farther  on  the  towers 
of  that  of  CJiignin,  links  of  a  line  of 
forts  on  which  fires  were  lighted  to 
alarm  the  inhabitants  in  time  of 
war.  For  these  rude  means  in  the 
Middle  Ages  telegra])hs  have  been 
substituted.  Up  the  valleys  of  the 
Arc  and  Isere,  the  chain  of  old 
castles  continues  almost  without  an 
interruption.  Rt.  is  Mont  Granier 
6358  ft.).  The  side  facing  Oham- 
bery  is  a  perpendicular  escarpment, 

] (reduced  by  the  fall  of  an  immense 
mass  of  the  mountain  in  1248  :  it 
buried  16  villages.  The  marks  of  this 
catastrophe  are  still  visible  in  the 
series  of  hillocks,  now  covered  with 
vineyards,  called  Les  Ahimes  de 
Myans,  in  the  midst  of  which  are  a 
number  of  small  lakes.  Mont  Gra¬ 
nier  stands  in  the  angle  between 
the  valley  of  Chambery  and  that  of 
Graisivaudan,  which  leads  to  Gre¬ 
noble,  and  is  traversed  by  the  Isere. 
On  the  1.  bank  of  the  river,  a  few 
m.  down,  stand  the  ruins  of  the 
Chateau  Bayard,  the  birthplace 
(1476)  of  the  illustrious  knight 
‘  sans  peur  et  sans  reproche,’  and 
close  to  it  the  hamlet  of  Avalon, 
that  (i  135^1  of  St.  Hugh,  bishop  of 
Jdncoln. 

6]  m.  Chignin  les  Marches 
Stat.,  from  which  the  Abinies  may 
be  visited. 


8|  m.  Montm61ian  Junct.  Stat. 

Branch  Ely.  to  Grenoble  (Hand¬ 
book  FOR  France,  Rte.  132).  This 
little  town  stands  not  far  from 
the  rt.  bank  of  the  Isere,  at  the 
junction  of  four  roads  : — from  Mont 
Cenis,  issuing  out  of  the  valley 
of  the  Maurienne  ;  from  the  Taren- 
taise  and  Little  St.  Bernard  ;  from 
Grenoble  along  the  beautiful  valley 
of  Graisivaudan  ;  from  Chambery. 
The  castle  of  Montmelian  was  long  a 
bulwark  of  Savoy  against  France. 
Henry  IV.,  while  besieging  it  in  1600, 
was  nearly  killed  by  a  cannon  shot 
which  covered  him  with  dirt,  and 
made  the  king  cross  himself  de¬ 
voutly  ;  upon  which  Sully  remarked, 
that  he  was  hapjw  to  see  that  his 
Majesty  was  so  good  a  Catholic.  It 
was  bravely  and  skilfully  defended 
(^1630)  for  13  months  against  Louis 

XIII.  by  Count  Geoffrey  Benso  de 
Cavour,  an  ancestor  of  the  great 
modern  statesman  of  that  name.  The 
works  were  demolished  bv  Louis 

XIV. ,  who  took  the  place  in  1705.  A 
few  fragments  of  wall,  crowning 
the  rock  above  the  town  (formerly 
called  Mons  Emilianus),  are  the  only 
remains  of  the  former  bulwark  of 
Savoy  and  key  of  its  Alps.  A  good 
white  wine  is  grown  near  Mont¬ 
melian. 

[The  Baths  of  Allevard,  a  much- 
frequented  watering-2:(lace,  1558  ft. 
above  the  sea,  in  the  beautiful  valley 
of  the  Brckla,  are  some  way  S.E.  of 
Montmelian,  and  best  reached  from 
the  Pontcharm  Stcct.  on  the  line  to 
Grenoble,  5  m.  from  Montmelian. 
About  15m.  by  a  road  turning  1.  from 
the  valley  of  Graisivaudan  at  Pont- 
charra  (6j  111.).  Walks  or  rides — to 
the  gorge  called  Bout  du  Monde  ;  the 
2'our  dll  Treuil ;  the  Brame  Farine  ( 3983 
ft.),  between  the  Breda  and  the 
Isere  ;  the  Chartreuse  de  St.  Hugon,  2^ 
hrs.  E.  beyond  the  Pont  du  Diable. 

The  Grand  Charnier  (8412  ft. )  may  be 
reached  in  6  hrs.,  and  Puy  Gris  (,9712 
ft.),  the  highest  jicint  in  tJie  ranges 
around  Allevard)  in  8  hrs.  by  way  of 
Pinsot  and  tlie  Gleyzin  Glacier. 
From  the  valley  of  the  Breda  there 
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lire  several  passes  ;  the  Col  de  Valloire, 
Col  du  Frme^  and  Col  du  Merlet  to  La 
Cliambre  on  the  Mt.  Cenis  road,  by 
the  Combe  du  Glandon  or  des  Vil- 
lards  ;  the  Col  du  Merdaret  to  Gre¬ 
noble  ;  and  at  the  head  of  the  valley 
the  Col  de  V Homme  (7144  ft.)  to  Bourg 
d’Oisans.  The  latter  track  passes  the 
ISept  Laux,  one  of  the  curiosities  of 
Dauphine,  a  string  of  lakes,  of  which 
seven  are  of  some  size.  Close  to  the 
largest,  the  Lac  du  Cos,  is  a  small  Inn 
fitted  u]?  for  travellers  by  the  Soc. 
des  Touristes  du  Dauphine  (beds  and 
provisions  )  about  8  hrs.  from  Alle- 
vard,  and  the  finest  excursion  to  be 
made  thence.  Hence  the  ascent  of 
the  Rocker  Blanc  (9616  ft.)  can  be  made 
in  2  hrs.,  very  fine  view.  The  track 
on  the  S.  side  of  the  pass  descends 
steep  rocks  to  Rivier  d’Allemont  in  the 
Combe  d’Olle,  thence  to  Allemont, 
and  joins  the  road  of  the  Col  du  Lau- 
taret  at  Sables,  5  m.  from  Bourg 
d'Oisans.  A  shorter  way  from  the 
Inn  to  Le  Rivier  is  by  the  Col  de  la 
Vache,  farther  to  W.  The  Hin  at 
La  Ferriere,  2|  hrs.  above  the  Baths, 
is  a  good  starting-point  for  these  ex¬ 
peditions.] 

The  post-road  follows  the  rt.  bank 
of  the  Isere  ;  the  rly.  the  1.  on  an  em¬ 
bankment  of  several  miles,  having 
crossed  the  river  on  a  long  lattice- 
bridge  near  Montmelian.  Near  the 
stat.  of  (ii I  m.'i  Cruet  is  the  village 
of  Coise,  with  a  mineral  spring  con¬ 
taining  iodine,  and  reputed  to  be  a 
specific  for  goitre.  Beyond  it  is 

15I  m.  St.  Pierre  d’Albigny 
Junct.  (Rly.  to  Albertville,  15  m., 
40  min.,  Rte.  isbl  It  is  25  min.  by 
omnibus  from  the  neat  little  town 
of  3033  Inhab.  [Hence  a  carriage- 
road  of  i2|  m.  leads  up  to  Chdtelard 
in  the  centre  of  the  interesting 
Beauges  district  (Rte.  152).].  The 
slopes  here  are  celebrated  for  wine. 
A  little  beyond  St.  Pierre  is  a  fine 
feature  of  the  valley,  the 

Chateau  de  Miolans,  on  a  rock 
jutting  out  from  the  mountain  side 
800  or  900  ft.  above  the  Isere.  It 
commands  extensive  views  up  and 


down  the  valley,  and  across  into  that 
of  the  Ai’c  ;  for  it  is  nearly  opposite 
the  confluence  of  the  rivers.  This 
chateau  belonged  to  one  of  the  most 
ancient  Savoyard  families,  distin¬ 
guished  as  early  as  the  9th  cent.  ;  but 
the  male  line  becoming  extinct  in 
1523,  the  chateau  was  bought  by 
Charles  III.,  Duke  of  Savoy,  and 
made  a  state  prison,  which  continued 
to  be  its  use  until  the  events  of  the 
French  Revolution  united  Savoy  to 
France,  when  it  was  dismantled. 

1 8m.  Chamousset  Stat.  Here  the 
Mont  Cenis  rly.  and  high  road  leave 
the  valley  of  the  Isere  for  that  of  the 
Arc,  called  the  Maurienne,  a  name 
which  has  nothing  to  do  with  Moors 
or  Saracens,  for  it  occurs  in  the  6th 
cent,  under  the  form  ‘  Morienna,’  in 
the  wi’itings  of  Gregory  of  Tours. 

23}  m.  Aiguebelle  Stat.,  in  a 
tolerably  wide  triangular  plain,  on 
which  may  be  traced  remains  of 
a  great  Bergfall  of  1760,  which 
almost  entirely  destroyed  the  vil¬ 
lage.  The  country  hereabouts  is  un¬ 
healthy  from  marshes.  The  neigh¬ 
bouring  Castle  of  Charbormiere,  was  the 
original  home  of  the  Counts  of 
Savoy,  who  also  fortified  Aiguebelle, 
which  was  frequently  taken  and 
retaken  till  in  1742  the  Spaniards 
dismantled  it.  At  Handens  opposite 
are  the  ruins  of  the  collegiate  church 
of  St.  Catherine,  founded  1267  by 
Peter  d’Aigueblanche,  Bishop  of 
Hereford,  and  destroyed  1792.  From 
1267  to  1580  the  ritual  ‘Use’  of 
Hereford  was  observed  here. 

38  m.  La  Chambre  Stat.,  where 
there  is  a  Romanesque  church  and 
the  desecrated  remains  of  another 
collegiate  church  (originally  a  Bene¬ 
dictine  abbey  dependent  on  St. 
Michel  de  la  Cluse,  near  Turin', 
founded  1514  and  destroyed  1792. 
Hence  the  glen  of  Glandon  or  des 
Villax'ds  runs  up  to  the  S.W.,  with 
many  passes  to  Allevard,  while  the 
Col  du  Glandon  leads  to  Rivier  d’Alle¬ 
mont  and  Bourg  d’Oisans,  and  the 
Col  de  la  Croix  de  Fer  to  St.  Jean 
d’Arves.  From  La  Chambre  the  Col 
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de  la  Madeleine  leads  to  Moutiers 
Tarentaise. 

44j-  m.  St.  Jean  de  Maurienne 
Stat.,  the  town  on  rt.  Inn.  Capital 
of  the  province  of  Maurienne  (3000 
Inhab.,  1880  ft.  above  the  sea),  and 
original  seat  of  the  Dukes  or  Counts 
of  Savoy.  The  bishop’s  see  dates 
from  the  6th  cent.  The  Ccdhedral  is 
of  the  15th  cent.,  and  contains  some 
good  15th  cent,  carved  stalls  and  a 
stone  reliquary.  The  vineyards  grow 
a  fair  wine.  [The  Col  d' Arves  leads 
hence  to  St.  Jean  d’ Arves,  whence 
Col  de  rjw/en<e/  and  other  passes  to  the 
Lautaret  road  (Rte.  158  '.  From  St. 
Jean  de  Maurienne  to  Moutiers  Ta¬ 
rentaise  (Rte.  156;  by  the  Col  de  la 
Platiere  in  10  hrs.  A  mule  may  be 
taken  to  the  toj).  The  path  is  steep 
to  the  village  of  Hermillon,  and  then 
nearly  E.  under  precipices,  to  the 
little  chapel  of  N.  D.  de  Motidandrey. 
From  this  x>oint  it  bears  N.  and  N.E. 
to  a  hollow  girt  by  cliffs,  which  are 
climbed  in  zigzags  through  a  couloir 
to  the  pastures  of  Planey  and  Chalets 
of  Plan  de  Monsieur.  Here  a  rock, 
called  the  Bonnet  dii  Pretre,  is  seen  in 
the  depression  which  forms  the  Col 
(about  6800  ft.).  The  valley  of  Nant 
Brun,  on  the  other  side,  is  wild  and 
stony.  The  path  descends  by  a  ridge, 
and  on  the  W.  side  of  ravines  below 
it  to  Deux  Nanfs,  and  thence  to  St. 
Jean  de  Belleville,  about  2  hrs.  from 
Moutiers.] 

At  St.  Jean  the  powerful  mountain 
engines  are  attached  to  the  train,  as 
the  bit  between  the  town  and  Mo- 
dane  is  the  worst  on  the  French  side. 
The  valley  becomes  a  mere  gorge,  and 
the  stream  is  crossed  several  times 
l>efore  reaching  the  open  basin  of 

5i|  m.  St.  Michel  Stat.  (2303  ft.\ 

[Hence  the  new  road  to  Dauphine 
over  the  Col  du  Galihier  falls  in  (see 
Rte.  158A).  Over  the  mountains  N. 
is  the  pass  of  the  Col  des  Encombres  to 
Moutiers  Tarentaise]. 

The  rly.  goes  up  a  fine  gorge,  then 
crosses  the  Arc  on  the  iron  bridge  of 
La  Denise,  and  twice  besides,  and 
has  risen  about  1100  ft.,  or  on  an 


average  no  ft.  per  mile,  from  St. 
Michel  when  it  reaches 

61  m.  Modane  Stat.,  terminus  of 
the  Italian  rly.,  with  the  Custom 
House.  The  rly.  time  from  Modane  is 
the  heure  de  Borne,  47  min.  faster  than 
the  heure  de  Paris.  The  village,  sur¬ 
rounded  by  rich  pastures,  3514  ft., 
has  a  Pop.  of  3394.  It  is  half  a  mile 
from  the  stat.,  from  a  cafe  opposite 
which  starts  the  post-carriage  to 
Lanslebourg  about  2.30  p.m. 

[Three  passes  lead  from  Modane 
across  the  chain  separating  Savoy 
from  Piedmont,  the  paths  separating 
about  1 1  hrs.  from  Modane  at  the 
very  picturesquely-situated  shrine  of 
Notre  Dame  du  Charmaix,  one  of  the 
most  frequented  in  the  Maurienne, 
and  well  worth  a  stroll  from  Modane. 
The  shortest  and  most  direct,  but 
rough  track,  fit  only  for  pedestrians, 
is  by  the  Col  de  Frejus,  leading  in 
about  5|  hrs.  to  Bardonneche.  This 
passes  very  nearly  over  the  part  of 
the  chain  which  is  traversed  by  the 
tunnel,  the  Points  de  Frejus  (9659  ft.) 
to  the  N.,  and  easily  accessible  in 
I  hr.,  being  immediately  over  it. 
Somewhat  farther  W.  is  the  much 
easier  pass  of  the  Col  de  la  Roue,  fre¬ 
quently  traversed  with  mules  by  the 
country  people,  and  leading  in  6]- 
hrs.  to  Bardonneche.  Farther  still 
towards  the  W.  is  a  rather  higher 
and  rougher  path,  but  practicable  for 
mules,  by  the  Col  de  la  Saume,  or  de 
la  Vallee  Etroite.  For  travellers 
going  direct  to  Bardonneche  this  has 
no  advantage,  but  a  second  very 
easy  pass — probably  one  of  the  very 
lowest  which  crosses  the  main  cliain 
of  the  Alps,  — the  Echelles  de  Plampinet 
(5873  ft. ),  leads  in  3  hrs.  to  Brian9on 
in  Dauphine.  From  the  summit  of 
the  Col  de  la  Saume  a  mountaineer 
will  easilv  reach  in  2  or  2!  hrs.  the 

V  Z 

summit  of  the  Mont  Thabor  (10,436 
ft.),  commanding  a  magnificent 
panoramic  view  of  the  Western 
Alps.  On  the  top  is  a  stone  pyramid 
marking  one  of  the  stations  used  40 
years  ago  in  the  measurement  of  an 
arc  of  parallel  by  the  Sardinian  en¬ 
gineers,  and  near  it  a  chapel,  where 
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mass  is  said  on  tlie  last  Sunday  in 
August.  The  descent  may  be  made  to 
St.  Michel  by  Valmeinier,  or  to  Bar- 
donneche.  N.  of  Modane  are  the  Col  de 
(Jhaviere  and  Col  d’Aussois  (Rte.  157)  to 
Pralognan  in  the  valley  of  the  Doron, 
passing  to  the  W.  of  the  Deni  Farrachee 
',12,179  ft.).] 

From  Modane  the  rly.  follows  the 
1.  bank  of  the  Arc,  passes  the  gallery 
of  St.  Antoine,  and  then  sweeps  to 
the  rt.  to  double  back.  It  enters  the 
lateral  valley  of  Rieu  Roux,  dives 
through  the  Replat  tunnel,  and  re¬ 
turns  westward,  skirting  the  hills,  to 
the  entrance  of  the  great 

Tunnel  through  the  Alps. 

It  seems  that  the  first  person  who 
suggested  the  present  tunnel  was  a 
M.  Medail  of  Bardonneche,  who  in 
1832  ascertained  that  from  Four- 
neaux  near  Modane,  to  Bardonneche 
the  distance  was  shorter  than  at  any 
other  known  place  of  equal  height  in 
the  Alps.  He  died  in  1850  ;  but  the 
Piedmontese  Government  adopted 
his  scheme,  and,  after  careful  sur¬ 
veys,  the  work  was  begun  on  the  N. 
side  in  Aug.  1857.  The  piercing  of 
the  mountain  was  completed  on  25th 
Dec.  1870,  after  13  years  and  3 
months’  labour,  and  the  tunnel  was 
opened  for  traffic  in  Sept.  1871.  The 
engineers  were  Signori  Grandis, 
Grattoni,  and  Sommeiller,  all  Pied¬ 
montese.  The  bargain  between  the 
French  and  Italian  Governments 
and  the  Railway  Company  of  North¬ 
ern  Italy  was  that  the  company 
should  contribute  20  millions  of  frs. 
towards  the  expenses  ;  that  the 
French  Government  should  pay  19 
luillions  of  frs.  if  the  Avork  was 
completed  in  20  years,  reckoning 
from  1862  ;  and  that  the  Italian  Go¬ 
vernment  should  meet  the  remainder 
<jf  the  cost.  It  was,  however,  further 
agreed  that  if  the  work  were  finished 
at  an  earlier  date,  France  should  pay 
500,000  frs.  more  for  every  year 
gained  upon  the  20  years.  Now,  as 
the  period  was  shortened  by  1 1  years, 
France  had  to  pay  an  additional  sum 
of  five  and  a  half  millions  of  frs.  If 


the  completion  of  the  tunnel  ha<l 
been  delayed  beyond  the  20  years, 
then  Italy  would  have  had  to  pay 
500,000  frs.  for  every  year  in  excess 
of  that  period.  When  the  Work  com¬ 
menced,  it  was  not  possible  to  say 
what  its  duration  might  be.  A  mass 
of  very  hard  quartzite  was  en¬ 
countered  at  one  time,  which  threat¬ 
ened  to  delay  the  operations  con¬ 
siderably,  but  luckily  it  i)roved  to 
be  only  1247  ft.  thick.  One  of  the 
chief  difficulties  Was  that,  as  the 
tunnel  Would  be  very  deep  below 
the  Alps  overhead,  no  shafts  could  V)e 
sunk,  so  that  the  work  could  be  car¬ 
ried  on  from  the  ends  only.  The 
jjrogress  of  the  tunnel  was  very  slow 
until  improved  boring  machines  had 
been  invented  and  perfected.  These 
machines  were  worked,  not  by 
steam,  but  by  air  compressed  by 
iheans  of  water  power.  On  the  N. 
side  a  cut  was  made  from  the  river 
Arc,  leading  water  to  work  six  over¬ 
shot  water-wheels.  Each  of  these 
wheels  worked  two  pumps  which 
drove  compressed  air  into  a  large 
number  of  receivers,  shaped  like  long 
steam  boilers.  From  these  the  com¬ 
pressed  air  Was  carried  by  an  iron 
pipe  up  the  face  of  the  mountain  and 
into  the  tunnel.  By  means  of  this 
compressed  air  acting  on  pistons, 
about  fifty  iron  rods  on  the  i>rinciple 
of  the  jumper- chisel  were  set  to  work 
against  the  face  of  the  rock.  When 
holes  had  been  bored  out  by  the 
chisels  to  a  sufficient  depth,  they 
were  charged  with  gunpowder,  and 
the  machine  was  withdrawn,  and  the 
rock  blasted.  Workmen  then  cleared 
away  the  rubbish,  and  the  process 
was  repeated.  As  long  as  the  boring 
machine  was  at  Work  there  was  an 
ample  supply  of  air,  but  whilst  the 
rubbish  was  being  cleared  away  no 
air  came  in.  To  suj^ply  air,  there¬ 
fore,  a  mountain  stream  with  a  good 
head  of  water  was  led  to  near  the 
mouth  of  the  tunnel,  where  it 
worked  four  enormous  pistons  in  as 
many  cylinders,  by  means  of  which 
the  foul  air  was  drawn  from  the 
tunnel. 
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The  works  on  the  S.  side  were  very 
similar  to  those  on  the  N.  ;  and  the 
borings  from  the  two  ends  met  accu- 
I’ately,  although  starting  at  opposite 
sides  of  the  mountain,  more  than  7 
miles  apart,  and  working  up  different 
slopes. 

The  tunnel  was  made  perfectly 
straight,  in  order  to  avoid  the  risk  of 
the  proper  direction  being  lost,  and 
short  curved  branches  to  the  tunnel 
were  made  at  each  end,  to  connect 
with  the  line  as  made  outside. 

The  length  of  the  tunnel,  with  its 
curved  branches,  is  14,050  yds.,  or 
8  m.  all  but  30  yds.  The  height 
above  the  sea  of  the  N.  end  is  3803  ft.  ; 
that  of  the  S.  end  is  4239  ft.  The  N. 
portion  of  the  tunnel  is  on  an  incline 
of  I  in  45,  and  for  a  short  distance 
I  in  34.  The  S.  portion  is  on  an 
incline  in  the  opposite  direction  of  i 
in  2000,  The  highest  point  in  the 
tunnel  is  10  ft.  above  the  S.  end. 

The  tunnel  is  lined  with  brick  or 
masonry  throughout,  and  has  a 
double  line  of  rails,  with  a  footpath 
on  each  side.  The  cost  of  the  tunnel 
is  put  at  3,ooo,oooL,  or  about  220L  a 
yard.  The  internal  width  of  the  base 
is  25  ft.  3I  in.,  its  height  varies  from 
24t  ft.  to  25]  ft.,  and  the  ^  gauge  ’  of 
the  rails  is  4  ft.  in.  The  highest 
point  of  the  Poinfe  de  FrSjus,  the  hill 
through  which  it  passes,  is  9659  ft., 
and  hence  the  tunnel  is  more  ac¬ 
curately  called  ‘  tunnel  du  'Frejus  ’ 
than  Mont  Cenis  tunnel,  as  the  pass 
of  the  Mont  Cenis  is  i6|  m.  to  the  E. 
The  great  mass  of  the  rocks  per¬ 
forated  were  calcareous  schists  b 

The  passage  of  the  tunnel  occupies 
from  theN.  36  min.,  from  the  S.  40  min. 
The  carriages  are  very  well  lighted  ; 
there  is  no  perceptible  smoke  in  the 
tunnel,  and  the  air  is  far  purer  than 
that  on  the  Metropolitan  Railway. 
The  tunnel  is  dimly  lighted  with  gas 

1  For  further  details  as  to  this  gigantic 
work,  and  on  the  railway  emerging  from  it  hy 
tlie  valley  of  the  Dora  Ripariaas  far  as  Turin, 
see  tlie  Guide  an  Tunnel  du  Mont  Cenis,  by 
A.  Covino,  Turin,  1871,  and  Whymper’s  Scram¬ 
bles  amonust  the  Alps.  A  series  of  the  rocks 
pierced  hy  the  tunnel  is  to  be  seen  in  the 
.Museum  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences  at  Turin. 


lamps.  The  line  emerges  from  the 
tunnel  at 

69  m.  Bardonneechia  {Bardon- 
nkhe)  Stat.  (4305  ft.)  in  a  bleak 
and  dreary  valley,  where  win¬ 
ter  and  patches  of  snow  are  often 
found  after  leaving  at  Modane  spring 
and  warmth.  About  |  m.  off  is  the 
miserable  village  (Pop.  1311)  of 
Bardonneechia.  [Above  Bardon - 
necchia  to  the  N.E.  extends  theVallee 
de  Rochemolles,  surrounded  by  the 
peaks  of  the  Ambin  group.  The  Arc 
valley  may  be  reached  by  the  Col  de 
Pelouse,  Cold  d’EHache,  or  Col  Som- 
meiller,  and  Exilles  by  the  Col  and 
the  Val  de  Galamhre.  To  the  S.W. 
the  easy  pass  of  the  Col  des  Echelles  do 
Plampinet  (5873  ft.)  —  one  of  the  very 
lowest  across  the  main  chain  of  the 
Alps — leads  over  into  the  Clairee 
valley  in  3  hrs.,  and  so  to  Briancon.] 

The  scenery  is  very  wild,  and  there 
are  24  tunnels  and  galleries  between 
this  place  and  Bussoleno  ;  two  of 
them  more  than  a  mile  long. 

The  railway  runs  along  the  bottom 
of  the  valley,  hemmed  in  with  liigii 
mountains,  to 

72 j  m.  Beaulard  Stat.  The  vil¬ 
lage  is  on  the  hill  at  a  short  distance 
on  the  rt.  The  name  is  rather  im¬ 
probably  supposed  to  be  derived  from 
the  Belaci,  a  tribe  which  in  former 
times  inhabited  the  Cottian  Alps, 
and  whose  name  is  inscribed  upon 
the  Roman  arch  at  Susa.  Following 
the  Bardonneechia  torrent,  which  the 
railway  crosses  at  Savoulx,  we  enter 
the  valley  and  pass  the  torrent  of 
the  Dora  Riparia,  before  reaching 

76  m.  Oulx  Stat.,  a  short  dis¬ 
tance  from  the  village  (rt.\  which 
(1882  Inhab.)  is  one  of  the  largest  in 
the  valley  of  the  Dora,  along  which 
the  diligence  road  ascends  to  the 
Mont  Grenevre  and  to  Brian9on 
(Rte.  16 r).  Hence  in  4I  hrs.  by  the 
Col  de  Boiirget,  Col  de  Coteplane,  or  other 
easy  passes  to  the  Chisone  valley, 
and  so  to  Fenestrelle  (Rte.  162'. 
The  rly.  crosses  the  Dora  by  a  lattice- 
bridge,  to  follow  the  opposite  bank 
of  the  torrent  as  far  as 
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79|  m.  Salbertrand  Stat.  Re¬ 
markable  ch.  of  the  early  part  of  the 
1 6th  cent,  in  the  town.  The  peaks  on 
the  1.  are  those  of  the  gronp  of  the 
Mont  Ambin,  whilst  on  the  rt.  is  the 
Col  de  VAssietta,  over  which  there  is  a 
path  to  Fenesfrelle ;  on  the  col  the 
Piedmontese  di’ove  back  the  French 
in  a  bloody  battle  on  July  19, 
1747,  in  commemoration  of  which 
a  monument  has  lately  been  erected 
there.  It  was  near  Salbertrand  that 
the  battle  took  place  on  August  24, 
1689,  between  Henri  Aimaud,  the 
Vaudois  leader  (descending  with  his 
followers  from  the  Col  de  Clapier  1, 
and  the  Marquis  de  Larrey,  in  which 
the  French  general  was  defeated, 
and  after  which  the  Vaudois  leader 
was  able  to  regain  his  native  valleys 
by  way  of  the  Col  de  Coteplane  and  the 
Col  du  Piz.  [From  Salbertrand,  Bra- 
mans  in  the  Arc  valley  may  be 
gained  by  the  Col  d’ Ambin,  whence 
almost  every  peak  of  the  group  of 
that  name  may  be  climbed,  or  Roche- 
molles  above  Bardonneche  by  the 
Col  de  Galambre'] 

At  Salbertrand  the  engine  is  again 
changed  for  an  engine  adapted  for 
the  steep  descent  to  Bussoleno. 

For  the  next  10  m.  the  railway 
scenery  is  amongst  the  most  won¬ 
derful  of  the  kind  in  Europe  ;  the 
line  for  a  great  part  of  the  distance 
being  carried  along  the  face  of  a 
steep  mountain  high  above  the 
villages,  fields,  and  river. 

Soon  after  leaving  Salbertrand  Stat 
the  line  crosses  the  Dora,  and  enters  a 
long  tunnel.  On  emerging  from  this, 
a  glimpse  is  caught  on  the  left  of  the 
village  of  Salbertrand,  with  its  pas¬ 
ture  some  500  ft.  below  ;  after  this 
many  tunnels  are  threaded,  and  the 
intervals  afford  but  scanty  glimpses 
of  the  valley. 

The  view  looking  down  upon  the 
town  and  singular  fort  of  Exilles  is 
very  striking.  In  this  part  of  the 
valley  of  the  Dora  a  battle  took  place 
in  1747  between  the  French,  who 
were  then  attempting  to  invade 
Piedmont  under  the  Comte  de  Belle- 
isle,  and  the  Piedmontese,  in 


which  the  French  were  defeated  and 
their  commander  lost  his  life,  after 
a  hard-fought  action. 

86  m.  Chiomonte  (or  Chawnont) 
Stat.  Here  the  railway  is  in  a  more 
open  valley,  which  it  soon  leaves  and 
again  comes  out  upon  the  face  of  the 
mountain.  The  old  Mont  Genevre 
road,  the  zigzags  of  which  look  like 
the  coils  of  a  rope  resting  on  the 
slope,  is  crossed.  The  town  of  Susa 
is  seen  in  the  valley  some  3 
m.  off,  with  the  fine  peak  of  the 
Roche  Melon  above  it. 

9|  m.  Meana  Stat.,  about  2  m. 
from  Susa.  The  line  continues  to 
descend  rapidly,  until  the  level  val¬ 
ley  of  the  Dora  Riparia  is  crossed  to 

94I  m.  Bussoleno  Stat.  Junction 
for  Susa.  The  walled  town,  3740 
Inhab.,  is  on  the  rt.  bank  of  the 
Dora.  Some  interesting  rambles 
may  be  made  from  here  :  i.  To  the 
old  castle  of  Bruzolo,  about  i  hr. 
on  foot.  2.  To  Valle  di  Viii,  by  the 
Col  de  la  Croix  de  Fer  }  ascent  about  5 
hrs.,  descent  3  hrs.  From  Bussoleno 
it  is  28  m.  (i|  hr.)  to  Turin  i^see 
below). 

Pass  of  the  Mont  Cenis. 

The  Mont  Cenis  is  one  of  the  his¬ 
torical  passes  of  the  Alps.  Known 
from  the  4th  cent.,  though  not  men¬ 
tioned  by  name  till  731,  it  has  been 
passed  by  many  sovereigns  and  ar¬ 
mies  from  Pij)pin  in  754,  and  Charles 
the  Great  in  773  to  Napoleon.  Louis 
le  Debonnaire  founded  the  Hospice. 
At  the  end  of  the  1 7th  cent,  the  track 
was  (it  is  said)  enlarged,  so  as  to  be 
made  passable  for  light  carriages. 

The  present  carriage-road  was 
constructed  by  the  Chevalier  Fab- 
broni,  under  the  orders  of  Napoleon, 
at  a  cost  of  300,000^.,  and  was  com¬ 
menced  in  1803  and  finished  in  1810. 
It  is  one  of  the  safest  and  most 
practicable  over  the  Alps  during  the 
winter,  but  no  diligences  run  over 
it,  and  a  single  post  carriage  each  day 
plies  between  Modane  and  Lansle- 
bourg.  The  valley  of  the  Arc  above 
St.  Jean  de  Maurienne  is  on  a  grand 
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scale,  with  wild  and  romantic  scen¬ 
ery  at  Fort  de  I’Esseillon  on  the  ascent 
from  Modane.  On  the  pass  there  is 
a  fine  view  from  the  17th  Refuge, 
and  beautiful  prospects  on  the  de¬ 
scent  into  Italy. 

[The  Mont  Cenis,  or  Fell  Failway, 
opened  1868,  was  an  experimental 
line,  constructed  ^at  a  cost  of  8000I. 
per  mile^  by  Mr.  Fell  on  a  principle 
patented  some  40  yrs.  ago  by  Mr. 
Vignolles  and  Mr.  Ericsson,  and  first 
tried  on  the  Cromford  and  High 
Peak  line  in  England.  The  chief 
features  of  this  plan  were  horizontal 
wheels  which,  when  the  break  is 
applied,  grasp  a  central  rail,  and  thus 
enable  trains  to  traverse  curves  of 
135  ft.  radius,  and  to  ascend  and 
descend  with  safety  gradients  of  i 
in  15,  and  even  i  in  12.  This  could 
not  be  done  by  an  ordinary  locomo¬ 
tive,  and  the  attempt  proved  suc¬ 
cessful,  except  in  a  pecuniary  point 
of  view. 

From  Lanslebourg,  where  the  pass 
properly  begins,  the  line  climbed  on 
the  outer  edge  of  Napoleon’s  road  in 
6  sweeping  zigzags,  with  a  gradient 
of  I  in  15  to  I  in  isj,  to  the  top, 
a  distance  of  64  m.  and  a  height  of 
2240  ft.  (or  4558  ft.  above  St.  Michel). 
On  the  side  of  Italy  it  descended 
5221  ft.  to  Susa,  curling  in  its  course 
like  a  serpent.  The  maximum  speed 
here  allowed  was  15  m.  per  hr.,  but 
with  the  central-rail  breaks  moder¬ 
ately  applied,  the  train  ran  easily 
down  the  steep  and  circuitous  in¬ 
cline.  The  carriages  were  on  the 
American  model,  with  entrance  be¬ 
hind  and  seats  arranged  in  the 
omnibus  fashion,  and  each  had  a 
guard  and  two  breaks.  The  Fell 
railway  was  constructed  entirely  by 
English  engineers  and  with  English 
capital.  For  30  m.  it  had  the  central 
rail,  and  the  gauge  was  narrower 
than  on  the  ordinary  narrow-gauge 
lines  in  England  and  France.  The 
drivers  were  English.  In  1871,  on 
the  completion  of  the  tunnel,  the 
Fell  railway  was,  according  to  con¬ 
tract,  destroyed.] 

From  Modane  the  road  ascends 


high  above  the  Arc,  where  a  grand 
gorge  serves  as  a  natural  and  tre¬ 
mendous  fosse  to  Fort  de  I’Esseillon, 
built  on  the  opposite  height,  and 
commanding,  with  its  many-mouth¬ 
ed  batteries,  the  passage  towards 
Italy.  This  fort  presents  a  mag¬ 
nificent  appearance.  Above  it  is  the 
village  of  Aussois,  above  which 
towers  the  Dent  Parrachee  [  12, 179  ft.\ 
easily  accessible  in  7  or  8  hrs.,  and 
commanding  a  most  extensive  view 
of  the  Alps  and  the  plains  of  Italy. 
A  light  bridge  spanning  the  gorge 
is  a  striking  object  :  it  is  called  the 
Pont  du  Diable.  Fine  waterfall  of 
St.  Benoit  (262  ft.  high),  near  the 
village  of  Avrieux  where  Charles 
the  Bald  is  said  to  have  probably  died 
of  poison  in  877.  The  road  passes 

6|  m.  Le  Verney,  chief  hamlet 
of  the  commune  of  Bramans,  where 
Horace  Walpole  lost  his  lap-dog, 
which  was  carried  off  by  a  wolf 
pouncing  down  upon  it  from  the 
forest. 

[Rt.  to  Susa,  by  the  Col  de  Clapier 
(Rte.  i55\  the  first  2  hrs.  by  char- 
road,  up  the  1.  bank  of  the  torrent  St. 
Pierre  to  Planais,  is  whence  starts 
the  path  1.  to  the  Little  Mt.  Cenis. 
Through  different  glens  of  the  same 
valley  the  Col  d’Ambin  leads  to  Sal- 
bertrand,  and  the  Col  Sommeiller  and 
Col  cl’Etiache  to  Rochemolles,  Planais 
being  the  starting-point  in  each 
case.] 

iij:  m.  Thermignon.  [N.  a  path 
over  the  Pkm  du  Loup  to  Entre  deux 
Eaux,  and  thence  N.  W.  by  the  Col  de 
la  Vanoise  (Rte.  157)  to  Pralognan, 
or  by  the  Col  de  la  Leisse  to  Tignes.  ] 
On  leaving  Thermignon  the  road  is 
carried  up  a  very  steep  ascent  by  two 
great  zigzags. 

i6\  m.  Lanslebourg  a  poor  vil¬ 
lage  at  the  foot  of  the  ascent  of  Mont 
Cenis  (4,587  ft.above  the  sea).  French 
Custom-house  here,  and  large  bar¬ 
racks.  Travellers  should  bear  in 
mind  that  it  is  now  quite  impossible 
to  obtain  a  char  or  carriage  at  Lansle¬ 
bourg,  unless  one  has  been  sent  up 
from  Modane  in  consequence  of  a 
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telegram.  There  is  one  daily  post¬ 
carriage,  starting  about  lo  a.m.,  in 
correspondence  witli  the  mid-day 
train  at  Modane.  (For  the  upper 
valley  of  the  Arc,  see  Kte.  156-)  At 
the  end  of  the  village  the  road 
crosses  the  Arc,  and  ascends  the 
mountain  by  6  easy  and  well-con¬ 
structed  zigzags,  which  the  Fell  rly. 
followed.  In  winter,  when  deep 
snow  covered  the  inequalities  of  the 
mountain,  travellers  descended  in  a 
sledge  to  Lanslebourg  in  10  min.  ! 
Perpendicular  descent  1968  ft.  Pe¬ 
destrians  can  take  a  short  cut  W.  of 
the  zigzags,  which  rejoins  the  high¬ 
road  at  the  edge  of  the  ascent  near 
Refuge  No.  20. 

The  highest  point  of  the  pass  (6i 
m.  from  Lanslebourg\  which  forms 
the  frontier  between  France  and 
Italy,  is  6861  ft.  above  the  sea  ; 
thence  the  road  descends  to  the 
great  plain  of  Mont  Cenis,  passing 
near  the  margin  of  a  lake,  generally 
frozen  during  6  months  of  the 
year  :  it  is  famed  for  its  delicious 
trout  :  the  fishery  belongs  to  the 
Hospice. 

8  m.  Les  Tavernettes.  (From 
this  point  the  ascent  of  the  Little 
Mont  Cents  (Rte.  155)  commences.) 

About  a  mile  beyond  is  the 
Hospice.  The  existing  edifice, 
l>uilt  by  Napoleon,  is  now  occupied, 
half  by  gendarmes  and  soldiers,  half 
by  two  priests  commissioned  by  the 
bishop  of  St.  Jean  de  Maurienne, 
who  exercise  gratuitous  hospitality 
towards  poor  travellers.  The  house 
contains  2  or  3  bedrooms  for  guests 
of  the  higher  class.  [Hence  the 
summit  of  the  Roche  Melon  (see  below ) 
can  be  attained  by  a  rough  and 
fatiguing  climb.  A  finer  ascent  is 
that  of  the  Fointe  de  Bonce  ( 1 1,87 1  ft. ), 
whence  the  descent  may  be  made  to 
Bessans  or  to  Lanslebourg.]  Near 
the  Hospice  is  a  loopholed  wall,  for 
the  defence  of  the  pass,  and  on  the 
l)lateau  of  the  pass  itself  the  Italians 
liave  lately  constructed  several  ex¬ 
tensive  forts.  For  2  m.  farther  the 
road  is  nearly  level  to 

III  m.  La  Grande  Croix,  a 


wretched  Inn  at  the  lower  extremity 
of  the  plain  ;  here  the  descent  begins. 

i6|  m.  Molaretto,  the  first 
Italian  hamlet.  A  footpath  descends 
from  the  high-road  a  little  below  Les 
Tavernettes,  much  shortening  the  dis¬ 
tance  for  pedestrians.  From  some 
of  the  turns  beyond  this  place  fine 
views  of  the  valley  of  the  Dora  are 
obtained.  A  gallery,  built  under  a 
torrent,  is  passed,  Init  is  used  only 
when  the  main  road  is  dangerous  or 
destroyed.  The  descent  of  the  road 
is  now  continuous  by  long  zigzags  to 
Susa. 

19I  m.  Giaglione  or  Jaillon. 

23  m.  Susa  (;i64o  ft.). 

This  ancient  city,  the  Segusium 
of  the  Romans,  numbering  4418  In- 
hab.,  is  the  seat  of  a  bishopric.  It 
is  picturesque  in  its  mediaeval 
towers  and  gates,  and  is  surrounded 
with  lovely  scenery.  The  Dora 
Susina  runs  b}^  the  side  of  the  town. 

The  Arch  or  City  Gate,  erected 
by  Marcus  Julius  Cottius,  the  son  of 
King  Doniius,  about  b.c.  8,  in  honour 
of  Augustus,  is  on  a  road  leading  u]) 
from  the  S.W.  of  the  Cathedral  to 
the  Old  Castle  outside  the  town,  and 
is  supposed  to  have  stood  on  the  Ro¬ 
man  road  which  crossed  Mont 
Oenevre.  This  chieftain  of  the  Al¬ 
pine  tribes,  having  submitted  to  the 
Roman  authority,  records  his  dig¬ 
nity  under  the  humbler  title  of  Pi’e- 
fect.  The  arch  is  of  white  marble. 
It  is  somewhat  remarkable  that  the 
columns  are  set  on  a  pedestal  which 
raises  them  considerably  above  the 
pilasters  of  the  arch.  The  inscrip¬ 
tion  gives  the  names  of  14  mountain 
clans,  which  are  of  extreme  import¬ 
ance  for  the  history  of  this  part  of 
the  Alps,  and  really  forms  its  start¬ 
ing-point.  It  commences  with  the 
words  IMP.  CAESARI  AUGUST!) 
DIVI  F.  PONTIFICI  MAXIMO 
TRIBUNIC.  POTEST  ATE  XV.  IMP. 
XIII.  The  basso-relievi  represent 
the  sacrifices  (^Suovetaurilia)  and 
other  ceremonies  by  which  the 
treaty  was  ratified  and  concluded. 
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The  order  is  Corinthian,  in  a  good 
style  for  a  provincial  town.  The 
bas-reliefs  on  the  lesser  sides  have 
been  destroyed. 

There  are  two  other  arches  of  Ro¬ 
man  construction  not  far  from  the 
principal  one. 

The  Cathedral  of  St.  Justus  is  of 
the  nth  cent.,  and  has  a  lofty  cam¬ 
panile,  in  the  Lombard  style.  The 
central  arches  and  massy  piers  of  the 
nave  belong  to  a  more  ancient  fabric  ; 
the  rest  is  in  a  simple  Gothic  style.  In 
the  Chapel  of  the  Virgin  is  a  gilded 
statue  in  wood,  of  the  12th  cent.,  of 
Adelaide,  Marchioness  of  Turin  (d. 
1091),  the  princess  through  whom 
the  House  of  Savoy  acquired  the 
dominions  which  became  the  origin 
of  its  power  in  Italy.  This  celebrated 
lady  was  thrice  married,  her  third 
husband  being  Otho,  son  of  Hum¬ 
bert  I.,  Count  of  Maurienne.  In  the 
right  transept  is  a  triptych,  with 
the  figure  of  an  English  bishop, 
Hugh  Scott  of  Lincoln  (??).  In  one  of 
the  chapels  is  a  curious  mediaeval 
group  in  bronze  of  our  Lady  of  Roc- 
cia  Melone  with  St.  George  and 
Bonifacio  d’Asti  (see  below).  The 
font,  hollowed  out  of  a  single  block 
of  green  Susa  marble,  is  a  work  of 
the  nth  cent.,  with  an  ambiguous 
inscription.  In  the  sacristy  is  a  large 
silver  cross,  said  to  have  been  given 
by  Charlemagne. 

Ancient  towers,  gateways,  and 
Gothic  porticoes  add  to  the  pictur¬ 
esque  effect  of  the  town. 

Above  Susa  are  the  extensive 
ruins  of  the  fort  of  La  Brunetta, 
once  considered  the  key  of  the  val¬ 
ley,  and  which,  with  the  fortresses  of 
Exilles  and  Fenestrelle,  formed  the 
line  of  defences  of  Piedmont  on  the 
side  of  France.  It  was  destroyed  by 
the  French  in  1796,  in  virtue  of  a 
treaty  with  Sardinia.  The  road  over 
Mont  Cenis  passes  near  the  ruins. 

[The  Bochemelon,  or  Monte  di 
Roccia  Melone  (Arx  Romulea)  (11,605 
ft.),  can  be  ascended  from  Susa  in  7 
to  8  hrs.  This  peak  was  formerly 
believed  to  be  one  of  the  highest  in 

[SWi'tB.  II.] 


the  Alps,  and  Coryat,  an  Elizabethan 
traveller,  was  told  it  was  14  m. 
high  !  UjDon  the  summit  is  a  chapel, 
founded,  in  1358,  by  Bonifacio 
Boero  d’Asti,  who,  having  been 
taken  prisoner  by  the  Mahometans, 
made  a  vow  that,  if  set  free,  he 
would  erect  an  oratory  here  in 
honour  of  the  Virgin.  He  placed  in 
the  chapel  the  statue  of  our  Lady 
(now  in  the  Cathedral  Ch.  of  Susa), 
which  is  carried  annually  in  pro¬ 
cession  to  this  chapel  on  the  5th  of 
August,  the  festival  of  Notre  Dame 
de  la  Neige.  The  ascent  is  accom¬ 
plished  without  difficulty,  and  a 
mule  mounts  as  far  as  the  Casa 
d’Asti.  There  is  a  rude  path  to  the 
summit.  From  Susa  it  is  5|  hrs.  to 
the  Casa  d’Asti  (9298  ft.),  whence  the 
top  will  be  reached  in  2  hrs.  Llere 
there  is  the  wooden  chapel  (full  of 
ex-votos),  a  marble  tablet  recording 
the  ascent  made  in  1659  by  Charles 
Emanuel  II.,  and  a  huge  bust  of 
Victor  Emanuel  II.  The  Grande 
Croix  on  the  plateau  of  Mont  Cenis, 
may  be  reached  from  the  top  of 
Rochemelon.  There  is  another  track 
from  the  Mont  Cenis  Hospice.  The 
summit  can  also  be  reached  from 
the  side  of  Savoy,  starting  from  Bes- 
sans  in  the  valley  of  the  Arc  i^Rte. 
156).  The  ascent  thence  takes  6 
or  7  hrs.,  and  lies  in  part  over  gla¬ 
ciers,  but  is  annually  made  by  many 
pilgrims  on  August  5th. 

The  view  from  the  Rochemelon  is 
very  fine.] 

3  m.  above  Susa,  upon  the  old  and 
now  almost  abandoned  road  to  the 
Hospice  on  the  W.  side  of  the  river, 
are  the  remains  of  the  Abbey  of 
Novalesa,  founded  by  Abbo,  a 
noble  of  Susa,  about  the  year  726.  It 
was  ruined  by  Saracens  from  Fraxi- 
netum,  in  Provence,  in  906,  and 
never  recovered  from  this  blow.  The 
c/i.  was  rebuilt  in  1712,  and  since  the 
suppression  of  the  abbey  in  1855,  its 
buildings  have  been  used  as  a  place 
for  a  summer  sojourn.  It  was 
probably  these  Benedictine  monks, 
who  were  originally  charged  with 
the  care  of  the  Hospice  on  the  Mont 

s  s 
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Cenis  (which  devolved  on  them  till 
1855),  and  they  have  left  behind 
them  a  precious  Chronicle,  coming 
down  to  1048. 

Just  outside  of  Susa,  the  view, 
looking  back  upon  the  town,  in 
which  the  Roman  arch  is  con¬ 
spicuous,  is  very  beautiful.  It  is 
equally  so  on  looking  down  the  long 
valley.  At  the  farthest  extremity  of 
this  valley,  and  2000  ft.  above  it,  a 
lofty  rock  stands  out,  upon  the  sum¬ 
mit  of  which  may  he  descried  the 
tower  of  the  Abbey  ch.  of  San 
Michele  della  Chiusas  (Cluse)  (see 
Handbook  for  North  Italy >,  founded 
in  A.D.  999,  of  which  the  Prieure  in 
the  valley  of  Chamonix,  and  that  at  La 
Chambre,  were  dependencies.  The 
Roman  road  over  the  Alps,  which 
was  constructed  by  Pompey  and  im¬ 
proved  when  Cottius  submitted  to 
Augustus,  passed  up  this  valley,  and, 
turning  to  the  S.W.  at  Susa,  along 
the  valley  of  the  Dora,  crossed  by 
the  pass  of  Mt.  Genevre.  This  be¬ 
came  the  road  most  frequented  by 
the  Romans  between  Italy  and  Cis¬ 
alpine  Gaul  (Rte.  161). 

At  Foresto,  W.  of  Bussoleno,  are 
quarries  of  the  serpentine,  called 
Verde  di  Susa,  very  much  like  the 
verd’  antique,  but  with  less  dura¬ 
bility.  Near  at  hand  is  a  great 
cavern,  known  as  the  Orriclo  di  Foresto, 
into  which  the  stream  flowing  from 
the  glaciers  of  Roccia  Melone  is  pre¬ 
cipitated.  There  is  another  fine 
cave  not  far  distant,  called  the  Orrido 
di  Chianoc. 

E.  of  Bussoleno  is  San  Giorio, 
displaying  its  array  of  walls  and 
towers,  and  an  ancient  fortress  as¬ 
cending  the  hill. 

Bussoleno  Junet.  is  4}  m.  from 
Susa. 

The  rest  of  the  rte.  to  Turin  is  de¬ 
scribed  in  the  Handbook  for  North 
Italy. 

Trains  from  Bussoleno  to  Turin 
several  times  a  day,  taking  i|  hr. 
to  perform  the  journey  of  28  m. 

Turin  Terminus. 

Alpine  travellers  will  be  inter¬ 


ested  by  the  Museo  Alpino  on  the 
Monte  dei  Cappuccini.  An  ascent  of 
the  Superga  (by  funicular  rly.  55 
min.),  should  not  be  omitted  in  clear 
weather. 

For  Turin  see  the  Handbook  for 
North  Italy. 


BOUTE  155. 

BRAMANS  TO  SUSA,  BY 

A.  THE  PETIT  MONT  CENIS. 

B.  THE  COL  HE  CLAPIER. 

A.  The  Petit  Mont  Cenis. 

The  Petit  Mont  Cenis  is  a  little- 
used  path  leading  from  a  glen  which 
opens  at  Bramans  to  the  Hospice  on 
the  Mont  Cenis  in  about  5  hrs.  It 
is  more  laborious  than  the  Mont 
Cenis,  less  direct  than  the  Col  de 
Clapier,  and  its  chief  interest  is  due 
to  its  being  one  of  the  passes  which 
have  been  put  forward  as  the  rte.  of 
Hannibal’s  passage.  A  summary  of 
the  arguments  advanced  to  show 
that  this  was  the  pass  crossed  by 
the  Carthaginian  army  will  be  found 
in  Ball’s  AZpme  Guide  (Sec.  7,  Rte.  3). 

For  the  fullest  and  most  recent  dis¬ 
cussion  of  the  whole  question  in  this 
country,  see  Mr.  D.  Freshfield’s 
papers  in  the  Alpine  Journal,  Nos.  81 
and  93. 

As  far  aaPlanais  (2  hrs.)  the  track 
is  a  rough  char-road.  The  way  to 
Planais  passes  near  the  ruined  ch.  of 
St.  Pierre  d’Estravache,  which  is  said 
to  be  of  hoary  antiquity,  while  the 
great  white  cliff  on  the  opj)osite  side 
of  the  glen  has  been  identified  with 
the  ‘  white  rock  ’  mentioned  by 
Polybius.  A  steep  path  leads  in  2 
hrs.  more  to  the  col  (7221  ft.). 
Hence  a  descent  of  i  hr.  by  a  plea¬ 
sant  path  over  pastures  leads  to  the 
lake  on  the  Mont  Cenis. 

The  slopes  around  the  plain  of  the 
Mont  Cenis  have  some  of  the  best 
grass  in  the  Alps,  and  a  particularly 
rich  flora  ;  the  pastures  leading  to 
the  Little  Mont  Cenis  are  of  great 
extent. 
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B.  Col  de  Clairee,  or  Col  de 
Clapier. 

A  steep  ascent  leads  from  Planais 
to  the  Combe  d’Ambin,  as  the  uj)per 
glen  is  called.  Above  it  rises  one  of 
the  finest  peaks  in  this  part  of  the 
Alps,  the  Mont  or  Roche  d’Ambin 
(11,093  ft.)  ;  on  its  summit  was  one 
of  the  stations  used  in  the  triangula¬ 
tion  and  measure  of  an  arc  of  the 
meridian  across  the  great  chain.  It 
can  be  reached  from  all  sides,  from 
Savine  in  3^  hrs.,  also  from  the  Col 
d’Ambin  to  the  S.W.,  and  from  the 
Agnello  glen  to  the  E. 

[To  reach  this  valley  from  the  col 
of  the  Little  Mont  Cenis  it  is  neces¬ 
sary  to  mount  directly  up  some 
rocks,  and  continue  for  a  short  time 
on  that  side  of  the  mountain  ;  the 
path  afterwards  descends  among  the 
huge  stones  which  strew  this  ste¬ 
rile  valley  ;  and,  keeping  always 
on  the  rt.  side  of  the  ravine  below, 
which  forms  the  Combe  d’Ambin, 
and  through  which  a  stream,  like  a 
thread  of  silver,  flows,  the  path  as¬ 
cends  by  a  rugged  and  broken  course 
to  the  chalets  of  Savine,  i  hr.  from 
the  Little  Mont  Cenis.  Here  there  is 
a  little  spot  of  meadow  land  and 
some  scanty  herbage. 

On  the  1.,  a  rugged  path  leads 
across  from  the  posthouse  on  the 
Cenis  by  some  little  lakes,  the  Lacs 
Giaset,  to  this  valley,  above  the 
chalets  of  Savine  :  it  is  rather 
shorter,  but  more  fatiguing,  than  that 
by  the  Little  Mont  Cenis.  Wolves 
are  not  uncommon  in  the  forest 
above  Bramans,  lower  down  the 
valley,  and  are  probably  the  succes¬ 
sors  of  those  ravenous  rascals  which 
gobbled  up  Waljoole’s  poor  little  dog 
Toby,  as  his  master  passed  with  the 
poet  Gray  at  the  foot  of  this  forest 
on  his  way  into  Italy.] 

Above  the  meadow’^s  of  Savine  the 
path  rises  amidst  rocks  and  stones, 
and  in  i  hr.  reaches  a  little  lake  in 
an  elevated  plain,  in  which  all  seems 
lone  and  desolate.  The  black  2)reci- 
})ices  of  the  mountain  of  Ciusalet  on 
the  1.  and  those  of  the  remarkable 
rock  needles  of  the  I'rois  JDetds  d’Ambin 


or  Aiguilles  de  Savbw  (11,096  ft.),  (all 
accessible  from  this  side  in  2  hrs.  or 
so)  on  the  rt.,  bound  its  sides  :  gla¬ 
ciers  from  the  Ambin  chain  sweep 
down  to  the  lake,  and  small  cataracts, 
from  the  melting  of  the  ice,  mark  the 
dark  cliffs  with  wavy  lines  of  light. 
Amidst  this  apparent  sterility  thou¬ 
sands  of  gentianellas.  Ranunculus 
glacialis,  violets  of  the  richest  fra¬ 
grance,  and  other  Alpine  flowers, 
grow  and  bloom  unseen,  in  every 
swam2:)y  spot,  and  between  the 
stones  with  which  the  plain  and  col 
are  covered. 

This  lake  is  filled  by  the  melting 
of  the  glaciers  of  the  Ambin  chain. 
It  is  called  the  Lac  Non-  or  Lac  de 
Savine,  and  is  about  i  m.  long.  At 
its  upper  extremity  is  a  low  ridge, 
14 1  ft.  above  the  level  of  the  lake, 
from  which  it  is  but  a  few  minutes’ 
walk.  This  is  a  crest  of  the  great 
chain,  the  Col  de  Clairee,  also  called 
Col  de  Clapier  (8173  ft.)  (5  hrs.  from 
Bramans).  [From  the  col  a  track 
leads  rt.,  by  a  wild  and  difficult 
course,  over  the  Col  de  Toiiilles  (near 
which  is  a  curious  water-course,  dug 
out  1526-33  by  a  single  man,  Colom- 
bano  Romean),  to  Salbertrand,  in  the 
Dora  valley.] 

The  rte.  by  the  Col  de  Clapier  to 
Susa  lies  on  the  1.  :  the  descent  is 
down  a  steej:)  and  rocky  hollow, 
which  terminates  at  the  crossing  of 
a  bright  stream  near  a  pasturage. 
This  spot  is  a  delicious  place  of  rest. 
At  the  first  moment  it  is  not  easy  to 
see  how  a  farther  descent  is  to  be 
effected.  The  traveller  stands  upon 
a  platform,  seemingly  surrounded 
by  i^recii^itous  rocks.  Though  long 
and  extremely  steep,  the  descent 
will  present  no  real  difficulty  to  a 
practised  cragsman  ;  but  none  other 
should  attemi>t  it  without  a  guide. 
In  looking  back  when  the  head  of 
the  Veil  de  Clairee  has  been  reached, 
it  is  not  easy  to  trace  the  line  of 
descent  over  rocks,  which  in  places 
seem  quite  perpendicular.  It  is  3 
hrs.’  walk  from  the  col  to  Giaglione 
isl  m.  from  Susa),  a  stat.  on  the 
Mont  Cenis  rly.  (Rte.  154).  It  is 
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possible  to  follow  the  water-course 
•  from  the  point  where  it  diverges 
from  the  Clairee,  along  the  face  of 
the  precipice,  and  join  the  road  of 
the  Mont  Cenis  i  hr.  above  Susa, 
thereby  save  some  time,  A  steady 
head  is  necessary. 

Two  more  direct  passes  lead  from 
Bramans  to  near  Exilles  :  the  Col 
d’Agnel,  to  the  S.E.  of  the  Roche 
d’Ambin  (11,093  ft.,  easily  acces¬ 
sible  from  N.E.  or  S.W.),  and  the  Col 
d'Ambin,  still  further  to  W.  The 
track  leaves  that  above  described  at 
Planais,  and  passes  over  glaciers. 
(Bramans  to  Exilles  in  9  hrs.) 

In  August,  1689,  the  Vaudois, 
under  their  pastor  and  captain, 
Henri  Arnaud,  returned  to  their 
valleys,  from  which  they  had  been 
expelled  in  1686.  They  wandered 
by  a  course  difficult  to  trace,  which 
may  be  briefly  described  as  follows. 
On  August  16  they  crossed  the  Lake 
of  Geneva  to  Savoy,  and  thence 
proceeded  by  St.  Jeoire,  Cluses, 
Sallanches,  Megeve,  the  Col  de  Very, 
the  Col  de  la  Fenetre,  and  the 
Col  du  Bonhomme,  whence  they 
descended  into  the  Tarentaise,  and 
traversed  the  Col  dTseran  to  the 
valley  of  the  Arc  ;  thence  by  the 
Mont  Cenis,  the  Little  Mont  Cenis, 
and  the  Col  de  Clapier,  into  the  val¬ 
ley  of  the  Clairee.  Here  they  en¬ 
countered  the  troops  of  the  Duke  of 
Savoy,  who  prevented  their  entry 
into  the  valley  of  Exilles,  and  they 
were  compelled  to  return  and  cross 
the  Col  de  Touilles,  from  which  the 
southern  branch  of  the  Clairee  flows. 
Thence  they  traversed  the  Col  de 
Coteplane  to  the  Chisone  valley, 
and  finally,  on  August  26,  regained 
their  homes  in  the  valley  of  St. 
Martin,  by  the  Col  du  Piz.  It  has 
been  pointed  out  in  former  parts  of 
this  work  that  the  Duke  of  Savoy 
blocked  their  retreat  by  the  Col  de 
Fenetre  and  St.  Theodule  (both 
leading  into  the  Val  d’Aosta\  by 
constructing  fortifications  on  each 
of  these  last-named  passes  (Rtes.  128 
and  136).  The  account  of  their 
sufferings,  before  they  cleared  these 


mountain  passes,  and  so  signally  de¬ 
feated  their  enemies  at  the  bridge  of 
Salbertrand,  forms  the  subject  of  an 
interesting  narrative  which  was 
written  by  Henri  Arnaud  himself, 
their  colonel  and  pastor,  and  pub¬ 
lished  in  1710  b 
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CHAMB^EY  TO  LANSLEBOURG,  BY 
THE  TARENTAISE - COL  d’iSE- 


RAN. 


Eng.  m. 

Chamb§ry 

8|  .  Montmelian  ...  1 
15I  .  St.  Pierre  d’Albigny  >  rail 
3o|  .  Albertville  .  .  .  .  ) 

47I  .  Motitiers  Tarentaise  ' 

56  .  Aime . 

63!  .  Bourg  St.  Maurice  . 


Hrs.’ 

walking. 

2|  .  Ste.  Foy  .  .  . 

I  .  La  Thuile  de  Ste. 
2  .  Brevi^res  .  . 

I  .  Tignes .... 

1 1  .  Val  d’Isdre  ,  . 
2|  .  Col  d’Iseran  . 

2  .  Bonne  val  .  . 

.  Bessans  .  .  . 

2|  .  Lanslebourg  . 


Foy 


^rof 


oad 


. 

mule  path 
road 


Ely.  from  Chambery  to  St.  Pierre 
d’Albigny  Stat.  (Rte.  154),  whence 
branch  line  to  Albertville. 

The  branch  line  goes  up  the  Isere 
valley  through  extensive  marshes. 
The  mountains  on  each  side  slope 
upwards  gradually,  so  as  to  afford 
views  of  the  higher  villages  and 
pastures,  and  occasionallj’"  of  the 
summits.  To  the  rt.  is  seen  the 
Chateau  of  Ste.  Helene  des  Millieres. 

1  It  was  translated  by  the  late  Hugh  Dyke 
Acland  under  the  title  of  The  Glorious  Re¬ 
covery  by  the  Vaudois  of  their  Valleys^  London, 
Murray,  1S27.  For  the  Glorieuse  Renirde 
consult  i^articularly  the  Bulletin  du  Bicen- 
tenaire  de  la  Glorieuse  Rcntrec  (Turin,  1889) 
Arnaud’s  work  has  been  several  times  re¬ 
printed  of  late — by  Attinger  at  Neuchatel 
(1845),  by  Fick  at  Geneva  (1879,  di®  prettiest 
and  most  handy  edition),  and  by  I^antaret  at 
Pignerol  (1880).  For  works  on  the  Vaudois 
in  general  see  Rte.  163. 
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30}  m.  Albertville.  One  of  the 
best  starting-places  for  Chamonix  by 
the  beautiful  road  through  the 
Combe  de  Savoie  or  Arly  valley  (Rte. 
150).  [E.  lies,  ii|  m.  Beaufort, 

with  passes  to  the  path  of  the  Col  du 
Bonhomme  and  valley  of  the  Isere 
(Rte.  150''.] 

The  rly.  is  being  pushed  on  fi'om 
Albertville  towards  Moutiers  (and 
perhaps  the  Little  St.  Bernard).  At 
present  there  are  three  diligences  a 
day  each  way,  starting  from  the 
station  and  arriving  in  correspond¬ 
ence  with  the  trains.  Time  from 
Albertville  to  Moutiers  rather  over 

3  hrs. 

Here  our  rte.  turns  sharp  to  the 
S.,  following  the  course  of  the  Isere, 
and  entering  the  lovely  district  of 
the  Tarentaise.  The  road  lies  on  the 
rt.  bank,  through  a  succession  of 
beautiful  scenes.  The  lower  ranges 
of  the  mountains  are  wooded,  the 
valley  narrow,  retired,  and  pastoral. 
The  ruins  of  Castles  are  often  seen 
on  rocky  heights  with  rich  back¬ 
grounds  of  forest  trees ;  and  the 
traveller  passes  through  pleasant 
shades  overhung  by  walnut  or 
chestnut  trees. 

Immediately  after  leaving  Albert¬ 
ville  the  river  Arly  is  crossed,  and 
the  old  town  of  Conflans  (Rte. 
150  a)  skirted  at  the  foot  of  the  hill. 
The  next  village  is  La  Bathie 
( Oblimum),  with  a  ruined  castle,  and 
pass  to  the  1.  to  Beaufort  ;  and  then 
Cevins,  about  half-way  between 
Albertville  and  Moutiers.  About 

4  m.  farther,  near  the  hamlet  of 
Petit  Coeur  (celebrated  among 
geologists  for  the  mixture  of  fossils 
of  the  coal-measures  and  lias),  there 
is  a  fine  cataract,  which  dashes 
down  amidst  immense  rocks.  A 
path  on  the  1.  leads  to  Beaufort  by 
the  Col  de  la  Louse  (Rte.  150  a).  About 
2  m.  farther  the  valley  opens  into  a 
rich  little  plain,  where  the  pretty 
village  of  Aigueblanche  is  situated. 
Here  the  road  rises  for  some  dis¬ 
tance,  in  order  to  avoid  a  gorge  of 
the  Isere,  and  then  descends  again  to 

67}  m.  Mott  tiers  Tarentaise, 


situated  at  the  confluence  of  the 
Isere  and  the  Boron,  at  a  height  of 
1575  ft.  It  is  much  shut  in  and  op¬ 
pressively  hot  in  summer  (1967  In- 
hab.).  This,  the  capital  of  the  Taren¬ 
taise  before  its  annexation  to  France 
in  i860,  derives  its  present  name  from 
an  old  monastery,  which  was  built 
in  the  5th  cent,  at  a  little  distance 
from  the  ancient  Darentasia.  The 
history  of  its  church  is  perfect  from 
its  first  archbishop  in  a.d.  420  to  its 
last  in  1793,  a  period  of  1373  years, 
the  see  being  revived  as  a  simple 
bishopric  in  1825.  The  prelates  en¬ 
joyed  great  temporal  privileges,  till 
they  lost  them  to  the  house  of 
Savoy  about  1062.  The  city  now 
contains  a  hospital  for  the  poor, 
founded  in  the  loth  cent.,  and  an 
Ecole  des  Mines,  in  which  the  pro¬ 
ductions  of  the  mines  of  Peisey  are 
examined.  The  Cathedral  is  Roman¬ 
esque,  with  an  ancient  crypt  and  a 
15th  cent,  porch,  but  is  not  remark¬ 
able  except  for  some  12th  cent,  church 
plate  and  ornaments  in  the  sacristy. 

From  Moutiers  the  ascent  of  the 
Mont  Jouvet  (8409  ft.),  may  be  made 
by  a  mule-path  in  5  hrs.  The  view 
is  very  fine.  The  French  Alpine 
Club  has  recently  built  a  Club  hut 
on  the  summit. 

To  the  S.  of  Moutiers  is  the  open¬ 
ing  of  a  network  of  valleys  which 
run  into  the  recesses  of  the  moun¬ 
tains  between  the  valleys  of  the  Arc 
and  Isere — to  the  Grand  Casse,  Grande 
Mode,  and  Deyd  Parrachee — and  by 
several  passes  to  the  Mt.  Cenis  road 
(Rtes.  154,  157),  and  to  the  Val  de  Ti- 
gnes  (Rte.  157).  Brides  les  Bains, 
with  excellent  Inns,  is  4  m.  up  the 
valley  of  the  Boron  (see  Rte.  157). 

The  road,  leaving  the  little  basin 
of  Moutiers,  goes  through  some 
thoroughly  pastoral  scenery,  and 
then  a  gorge  which  opens  at  the 
village  of  St.  Marcel.  The  narrow¬ 
ing  valley  is  highly  picturesque,  but 
the  inhabitants  present  the  filthy 
and  decrepit  apjiearance  which  is 
too  common  in  these  regions.  The 
road  now  rises  on  the  rt.  bank,  and 
is  carried  over  a  neck  of  rock  at  a 
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great  height  above  the  torrent.  The 
view  down  and  back  upon  St. 
Marcel  is  very  fine. 

The  valley  opens  above  this  defile  ; 
and  below  the  road,  is  seen  the  vil¬ 
lage  of  Centron,  which,  according 
to  the  best  and  most  recent 
authorities,  has  nothing  whatever  to 
do  with  the  ancient  inhabitants  of 
the  district,  the  Ceutrones. 

56  in.  Aime  (Axuma),  one  of  the 
chief  towns  of  the  Ceutrones,  which, 
according  to  inscriptions  found 
here,  was  called  Forum  Claudii 
before  the  name  of  Axuma  was 
given  to  it.  On  a  hill  above  it  are 
remains  of  Koman  fortifications  : 
and  some  round  towers  of  great 
antiquity,  both  in  the  town  and  on 
the  site  of  the  fort,  are  still  stand¬ 
ing,  the  masonry  having  been  strong 
enough  to  hold  together  through  so 
many  ages.  The  building  some¬ 
times  called  a  temple  of  Diana  is  in 
reality  the  Romanesque  Ch.  of  St. 
Martin,  constructed  out  of  old 
materials  ;  it  contains  the  founda¬ 
tions  of  a  Roman  building,  an  iith 
cent,  crypt,  and  12th  cent,  frescoes. 
The  village  was  overwhelmed  by  a 
landslip  in  the  13th  cent.,  and  it  is 
not  improbable  that  the  present 
cryjDt  was  previously  on  the  level  of 
the  ground.  Below  St.  Martin’s 
are  the  remains  of  a  castle,  which, 
though  23oor  and  barbarous  enough, 
was  the  residence  of  a  j)owerful 
family.  It  is  related  that  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  this  family,  being  defeated  in 
a  lawsuit,  requested  time  to  j)roduce 
further  evidence  in  his  favour. 
Soon  afterwards  he  caught  one  of 
the  judges,  and  sent  his  head  to  the 
others,  as  the  further  evidence.  [3 
hrs.  distant  on  the  mountains  to  the 
S.,  are  the  lead  mines  of  Macot. 
N.  to  Beaufort  by  the  Col  du  Cormet, 
Rte.  150  A.] 

The  valley  above  Aime,  though 
fine,  is  not  so  beautiful  as  below. 
The  vine  grows  as  far  as  Bellentre, 
which  is  nearly  opposite  to  the  vil¬ 
lage  of  Landry,  and  valley  of 
Peisey,  leading  to  the  mines  of 
Peisey,  which,  with  those  of 


Macot,  are  the  most  celebrated  in 
Savoy.  They  are  situated  at  the 
foot  of  the  glaciers  of  Mo7it  Pourri. 
4265  ft.  above  the  sea  :  the  ore,  a 
fine-grained  sulphuret  of  lead,  con¬ 
tains  60  ounces  of  silver  joer  ton. 
About  1785  these  mines  yielded 
annually  some  4000  marks  of  silver, 
and  40,000  quintals  of  lead.  The 
production  gradually  fell  off,  and 
they  were  abandoned  in  1862. 

As  the  valley  is  ascended,  the 
pass  of  the  Little  St.  Bernard  (Rte. 
149)  opens  to  the  observer  a  more 
obvious  course  than  that  of  the  road 
up  the  Isdre,  which  turns  again 
from  Bourg  to  the  E.  and  S.S.E. 
under  the  great  chain,  and  continues 
in  that  direction  to  its  source. 

63I  m.  Bourg  St.  Maurice 
(2658  ft.)  (Rte.  149b 

[From  this  point  the  traveller 
may  start  for  the  ascent  of 

Mont  Pourri,  sometimes  called  Mont 
Thuria  and  Chaffe  Quarre,  the  second 
in  height  (Grande  Casse  first),  and 
one  of  the  most  beautiful,  of  the 
Tarentaise  peaks.  Its  steep  sides, 
covered  with  dense  forest  below  and 
with  ice  above,  are  well  seen  from 
the  Col  du  Bonhomme  and  the  Val 
de  Bellaval.  It  can  be  best  climbed 
from  the  W.  by  various  rtes.  from 
the  Val  Peisey.  The  more  direct 
rtes.  by  the  N.  and  S.  aretes  present 
considerable  difficulties.  It  extends 
some  8  m.  N.  and  S.,  and  has  on 
that  line  3  peaks,  of  which  the  S.  is 
opposite  Brevieres  ;  the  central  and 
highest  (12,428  ft.),  about  2  m.  far¬ 
ther  N.  The  latter  was  first  as¬ 
cended,  1861,  by  the  guide  Michel 
Croz  (lost  on  the  Matterhorn)  by 
himself,  from  Entre  deux  Nants,  on 
the  W.  side. 

From  Peisey,  about  3  hrs.  from 
Bourg  St.  Maurice,  a  traveller  as¬ 
cends  E.  2|  hrs.,  to  the  chalets  of 
Entre  deux  Nants  (6840  ft.)  where  he 
can  pass  the  night.  The  ascent  con¬ 
tinues  to  some  small  lakes,  with 
noble  view  of  Mt.  Blanc  ;  then  rt. 
(or  S.)  uj)  steep  debris  to  the  top  of 
the  ridge,  which  offers  a  pass  to  Ste. 

1  Foy,  Col  du  Poun'i  or  Grand  Col  (9636 
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ft.\  Thence  S.  by  glacier  and  neve, 
circling  at  last  round  a  snow-basin 
(whence  a  direct  descent  can  be 
effected  to  the  chalets  of  La  Sevo- 
lierej  easily  accessible  in  i  hr.  from 
Entre  deux  Nants,  this  being  by  far 
the  shortest  and  best  route  up  the 
peak,  about  5  or  6  hrs.  from  Entre 
deux  Nants)  to  the  S.W.  spur  and 
final  peak.  Fourri  signifies  rotten^  an 
appropriate  name,  as  the  quartzite 
crumbles  beneath  the  feet.  There 
are  passes  S.S.W.,  the  Col  de  Fretfe  (6 
hrs.)  and  Col  du  Plansery  (circuitous) ; 
or,  cross  over  the  summit  of  Aig.  du 
Midi  de  Peisey  (11,227  ft.,  a  marvellous 
view)  ;  these  3  ways  all  leading  from 
Val  Peisey  to  the  Val  de  Premou.] 

There  is  now  a  good  char-road  from 
Bourg  St.  Maurice  to  Fornet,  at  the 
head  of  the  Isere  valley,  and  it  is 
being  pushed  over  the  Col  dTseran 
(on  which  there  is  a  good  mule- 
path'i,  the  char-road  beginning  again 
at  Bonneval  on  the  other  side  of  the 
pass. 

It  takes  one  day  to  go  from  Bourg 
to  Val  dTsere,  and  another  across  the 
Col  dTseran  to  Lanslebourg  at  the 
foot  of  the  Mont  Cenis.  The  whole, 
however,  maybe  accomi^lished  in  one 
very  long  day.  The  scenery  of  the 
Val  de  Tignes  is  superb,  but  hitherto 
the  bad  accommodation  has  inter¬ 
fered  with  its  enjoyment.  The  Fins 
in  the  higher  parts  of  the  valley  are 
now  yearly  improving,  and  the  en¬ 
couragement  given  to  the  inhabit¬ 
ants  by  the  activity  of  the  French 
Alpine  Club,  and  the  increased 
number  of  travellers,  ought  to  ensure 
their  continued  progress. 

A  little  beyond  the  bridge  over  the 
Recluse  and  the  village  of  Seez,  the 
road  leaves  the  rte.  of  the  Little  St. 
Bernard,  and  descends  through 
meadows  and  woods  into  the  Val  de 
Tignes.  The  approach  to  Ste.  Foy  is 
beautiful.  Rt.  and  1.,  on  opposite 
sides  of  a  ravine,  are  the  church 
towers  of  Villaroger  and  Ste.  Foy, 
and  high  above  them  the  snows  of 
the  Pourri.  Zigzags  for  20  min., 
passing  a  water-fall  in  a  lateral 
chasm,  lead  to 


2|  hrs.  Ste.  Foy,  with  a  large  ch. 
and  mairie,  a  most  picturesque  and 
charmingly  situated  village,  with 
a  near  view  of  Mt.  Pourri.  j  E. 
by  the  Col  du  Mont  or  Col  de  la  Sachere 
to  the  Val  Grisanche  (Rte.  148).] 
Hence  in  ^  hr.  by  a  winding 
road  amongst  fruit  and  walnut 
trees  to  a  road-side  chapel,  where 
the  scenery  becomes  delightfully 
Alpine,  the  road  mounting  among 
rocks  and  pines  on  the  edge  of  a 
gorge. 

I  hr.  La  Thuile  de  Ste.  Foy. 
[From  La  Thuile,  or  Ste.  Foy,  an  ex¬ 
cursion  may  be  made  to  the  Croix  de 
Feuilletie  or  de  la  Fogliefta  (9246  ft.),  one 
of  the  minor  peaks  of  the  Ormehme, 
the  highest  point  in  the  range  be¬ 
tween  the  Col  du  Mont  and  Col  Vau- 
det.  It  commands  a  magnificent  view 
of  the  chain  of  Mont  Blanc  and  of  a 
great  portion  of  the  Savoy  Alps.  It 
is  possible  on  the  same  clay  to  cross 
the  Col  Vaudet,  or  Col  du  Clou  (9305 
ft.),  a  pass  communicating  with  the 
head  of  the  Val  Grisanche  (Rte.  148). 
The  scenery  towards  the  summit  is 
wild  and  striking,  but  there  is  no 
extensive  view.  The  path  into  the 
Val  Grisanche  lies  over  steep  slopes 
of  snow  and  debris  and  bends  far  to 
the  rt.  nearly  to  the  Vaudet  chalets.] 
I  hr.  beyond  La  Thuile  the  roacl 
enters  the  forest  to  emerge  from  it 
in  another  |  hr.,  on  one  of  the  most 
lovely  scenes  of  the  valley,  an  ir¬ 
regular  opening  among  the  moun¬ 
tains,  full  of  green  knolls,  with  the 
chalets  of  Rey,  and  around  them  the 
forest,  through  which  a  long  cata¬ 
ract  rushes  down.  An  ascent  of  20 
min.  leads  to  a  fine  point  of  view  of 
the  Glacier  de  la  Gurre,  descending 
from  Mt.  Pourri.  High  up  on  a 
terrace  below  it  are  the  church  and 
hamlet  of  La  Gurre,  which  are  said 
to  have  been  more  than  once  destroyed 
by  a  fall  of  ice,  but  the  village  is 
apparently  in  a  position  of  safety  on 
a  hill.  Down  a  precipice  of  black 
rocks  the  streams  from  the  glacier 
shoot  in  long  cascades.  In  another 
I  hr.  the  road  crosses  the  furious 
waterfall  of  the  Nant  Cruet,  dash- 
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iiig  down  a  lateral  cleft  from  a 
glacier  of  the  Sassiere  over  which  the 
glacier  pass  of  the  Col  du  Fond  leads 
to  the  Val  Grisanche  ;  and  here  the 
opposite  mountain  side  is  scored  by 
white  falls.  The  valley  now  opens, 
and  on  reaching  a  brow  the  traveller 
sees  before  him  the  basin  of  Bre- 
vieres,  and  in  the  background  the 
heights  at  the  end  of  the  valley. 

2  hrs.  Brevidres.  Brevieres 
is  a  miserable  village,  but  in  the 
midst  of  charming  scenery.  The 
river  glides  gently  past  it,  and  is  full 
of  trout  ;  on  the  mountains  are 
ptarmigan  and  blackcock.  [From  the 
Marais  Chalets,  some  height  to  the 
S.W.,  Mr.  Mathews  and  Mr.  Jacomb 
in  1 86 1  ascended  the  S.  point  of  Mt. 
Pourri  (called  Dome  de  la  Sache,  11,847 
ft.).  The  chalets  (which  could  be 
taken  on  the  way  between  Brevieres 
and  Tignes,  and  are  well  worth  a 
visit)  command  a  marvellous  view 
of  the  chain  of  Mt.  Blanc  from  the 
Bonhomme  to  the  Geant.  In  the 
same  direction  the  Col  de  la  Sachette 
leads  to  the  head  of  Val  Peisey.] 
Opposite  the  inn  the  old  path  to 
Tignes  crosses  the  Isere,  and  ascends 
to  a  wild  but  beautiful  forest  of 
larch,  spruce,  and  Arolla  pines,  rising 
almost  precipitously  from  a  deep 
ravine.  On  the  other  side  the  rocks 
of  marble  have  been  blasted  to  form 
the  carriage-road.  This  defile  opens 
on  the  grassy  basin  (about  i  m.  long) 
of 

(I  hr.)  Tignes.  Some  height  to 
the  rt.  a  copious  stream  welling  out 
from  the  mountain  side  rushes 
tumultuously  down  the  rocks  ;  to 
the  1.  a  cluster  of  cascades  descends 
from  the  Lac  de  la  Sassiere.  The 
valley  here  expands  considerably  and 
is  rich  in  pastures,  and  its  inhabi¬ 
tants,  who  are  robust  and  indepen¬ 
dent,  are  great  breeders  of  mules  and 
cattle.  The  splendid  rock  j^innacle 
which  rises  so  boldly  to  the  S.E.  of 
the  village  is  in  reality  the  W.  end 
(9246  ft.)  of  the  Rochers  de  Franchet 
ridge,  and  is  accessible  by  its  S.  and 
8.E.  faces  by  a  rough  climb  of  4I  hrs. 


from  Vald'lsh'e.  (If  taken  from  Tignes 
the  return  may  be  made  by  the  Col 
du  D5me  to  the  E.,  and  the  Lac  de  la 
Sassiere.)  Tignes  is  most  beautifully 
situated,  amidst  meadows,  domin¬ 
ated  by  the  Mont  Pourri,  and  at  the 
foot  of  the 

Aiguille  de  la  Sassiere  (12,323  ft.). 
The  summit  commands  a  magnifi¬ 
cent  view  of  the  Western  Alps.  The 
ascent  is  free  from  all  difficulty,  and 
strongly  recommended  (6  hrs.  from 
Tignes).  It  can  also  be  climbed 
from  the  Vaudet  chalets  at  the  head 
of  Val  Grisanche. 

Numerous  high  passes  diverge 
from  Tignes — to  the  Val  Grisanche 
Col  de  la  Sassiere,  and  Col  du  Fond  (Rte. 
148) — to  the  Val  de  Rhemes,  the  Col 
de  la  Goletta  (Rte.  147  a) — to  the  Val  de 
Locana,  Col  de  la  Galise  (Rte.  147) — to 
the  Maurienne,  Col  d'lseran.  Col  de  la 
Rocheure  and  Col  de  la  Leisse — to  the 
valley  of  the  Boron  and  Moutiers, 
Col  du  Palet — to  Val  Peisey,  Col  de  la 
Sachette,  and  Col  de  la  Tourne.  Ex¬ 
cursions  may  be  made  to  the  Lac  de 
Tignes,  i  hr.  W.,  famed  for  its  trout, 
clear  as  crystal,  and  with  beautiful 
views  of  the  Grande  Motte  and  Sas¬ 
siere  ;  to  the  Lac  de  la  Sassiere  ( hrs. ), 
and  above  all  to  the  Marais  chalets 
(i|  hrs.). 

[The  ascent  to  the  Col  de  la  Leisse  is 
by  bridle-road  to  the  Lac  de  Tignes. 
From  chalets,  at  the  head  of  this 
lake,  a  track  mounts  S.  of  W.  to  the 
Col  du  Palet,  leading  to  Val  de  Premou 
(see  Rte.  157).  Another  faintly- 
marked  path  enters  a  gorge  to  the  1. 
(on  the  descent  this  side,  be  careful 
to  keej)  far  to  the  rt.,  and  not  down 
the  tempting  looking  glen  to  the  l.\ 
and  ascends  due  S.  to  the  wild  nearly 
level  tract  of  debris  which  forms 
the  Col  de  la  Leisse  (9121  ft.).  Chamois 
are  here  frequently  seen.  (The 
col  can  be  reached  from  Val 
d’Lsere  in  3^  hrs.,  by  way  of  the 
prettily  situated  Thouviere  chalets, 
the  Grand  Pra,  and  the  Col  de  Fresse, 
whence  a  traverse  leads  to  the  col  ; 
or  from  Val  d’lsMe  a  cattle  track  can 
be  followed  from  the  Thouviere  cha¬ 
lets  to  the  Lac  de  Tignes,  where  the 
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usual  rte.  is  rejoined).  The  de¬ 
scent  lies  through  a  glen,  between 
slopes  of  debris,  over  which  to  the  N. 
rises  the  magnificent  peak  of  the 
Grande  Mode  (12,018  ft.  ),  which  can 
be  reached  without  difficulty  from 
the  col  {2,\  hrs.  up,  40  min.  down). 
Tliere  is  no  path,  but  it  is  better  to 
keep  first  to  the  rt.  side,  then  to 
cross  one  of  the  snow-bridges  which 
subsist  through  the  summer,  return¬ 
ing  again  to  the  northern  side 
(though  out  of  the  direct  course\  if 
the  traveller  seek  rest  and  refresh¬ 
ment  at  Entre-deux-Eaux,  6  hrs. 
from  Tignes,  under  the  Grande  Casse. 
Thence  the  track  to  Lanslebourg  lies 
over  the  Plan  du  Loup,  and  to  Pra- 
lognan  over  the  Col  de  la  Vanoise 
l^Rte.  157).  A  guide  is  required  for 
this  rte.J 

Beyond  Tignes  the  path  to  the 
Col  dTseran  enters  another  of  those 
ravines,  which  in  this  valley  so  sin¬ 
gularly  alternate  with  the  little 
plains.  This  separates  the  basin  of 
Tignes  from  that  of  Val  dTsbre. 
The  forest  trees  are  here  stunted, 
the  rocks  denuded,  and  the  whole 
passage  between  the  villages  is  un¬ 
matched  for  savage  wildness,  the 
new  char-road  being  for  some  time 
carved  out  in  the  side  of  the  moun¬ 
tain  above  the  rt.  bank  of  the  Isere, 
to  which  it  gradually  descends.  To 
the  1.,  at  the  entrance,  copper  has 
been  found,  and  on  the  path  will  be 
noticed  many  beautiful  marbles,  of 
which  specimens  have  been  sent  to 
Paris.  Where  the  gorge  begins  to 
open,  a  bridge  crosses  the  torrent 
opposite  precipices,  on  which  the 
peasants  believe,  at  this  day,  a  dra¬ 
gon  lives,  and  say  he  is  the  father  of 
snakes  found  dead  under  the  rocks. 
In  anotlier  10  min.  the  traveller 
finds  himself  in  the  plain  of  Val 
dTsbre,  where  barley  is  raised,  and 
irrigation  so  well  managed,  that 
there  is  an  appearance  of  luxuriant 
vegetation.  Meadows  are  traversed  to 

ij:  hr.  Val  d’Isdre  (6066  ft.), 
the  highest  church  village  in  the  Val 
d’lsbre,  in  a  basin,  surrounded  by 
lofty  mountains,  which  are  crested 


with  snow  and  glaciers.  It  was  on 
the  little  plain  on  which  Val  dTsere 
stands  that  the  Vaudois,  under  Henri 
Arnaud,  spent  the  night  of  August 
21-22,  1689,  having  come  over  the 
Col  du  Bonhomme  on  the  20th,  and 
crossing  the  Col  dTseran  on  the  22nd. 
Val  dTsere  is  centrally  placed  in  a 
noble  country,  and  is  the  point  of  de¬ 
parture  for  the  Col  dTseran  and  other 
passes.  I.  A  jiath  to  the  W.  joins 
that  from  Tignes  to  the  Col  de  la  Leisse, 
descending  to  Thermignon  by  the  N. 
branch  of  the  Doron  valley  ;  2.  Tlie 
Col  de  la  Rocheure  to  Thermignon,  by 
the  S.  branch  of  the  same  valley  ; 
the  mountaineer  will  prefer  to  cross 
over  the  Poinfe  de  la  Sana  (11,310  ft.), 
which  commands  a  most  glorious 
view.  3.  The  Col  de  la  Galise  to  Cere- 
sole  (Rte.  147b  4.  Several  glacier 

passes  to  the  Val  de  Rhemes  (Rte. 
147  a).  5.  Several  easy  passes,  W.  and 
E.  of  the  Iseran,  lead  to  Bonneval  and 
Bessans  ;  but  the  mountaineer  will 
prefer  to  climb  over  Pelaou  Blanc, 
(10,289  ft.),  or  the  Po'inte  de  Meanmar- 
tin  (10,949  ft.),  or  the  Grande  Aiguille 
Rousse  (11,424  ft.)  by  the  N.  ridge, 
the  last  being  one  of  the  finest 
excursions  to  be  made  from  the 
village. 

The  Sassiere  and  Grande  Mode  (see 
above)  can  be  climbed  nearly  as 
easily  from  Val  dTsere  as  from  Ti¬ 
gnes  ;  the  2'santeleina  {11,8^1  ft.,  6  hrs. 
by  the  S.  face,  descending  by  the  N. 
face,  and  returning  either  by  the  Col 
de  la  Goletta  or  the  Col  de  Rhemes)  ; 
Pointe  de  Basel  (11,296  ft.),  and  Pointe 
de  la  Galise  (10,965  ft.),  best  from  Val 
dTsere.  For  the  Rocher  de  Franchet  see 
under  Tignes,  and  for  the  Mont  Iseran 
see  under  the  pass  of  that  name. 
Travellers  who  clo  not  propose  to  un¬ 
dertake  any  of  the  higher  expeditions 
around  Val  d’lsbre,  should  not  fail 
to  visit  the  Lac  de  Tignes,  and  to  go 
2  or  3  hrs.  on  the  Col  de  la  Galise 
rte.  to  the  sources  of  the  Isere. 
Slightly  more  laboriousexcursions'are 
the  round  by  the  Thouvibre  chalets, 
the  Grand  Pra  (whence  a  short  walk 
leads  up  the  Rockers  de  Bellavarde 
(9295  ft.)  or  the  Rocker  du  Charvet  (9384 
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ft.%  and  the  Combe  dn  Char\^et\  and 
that  by  the  Cols  du  Dome  and  de  la 
Bailletta  under  the  S.  face  of  the 
Tsanteleina,  ascending  (no  difficulty) 
either  the  Pointe  de  Picheru  (9702  ft.), 
or  the  Pointe  de  la  Bailletta  (10,040  ft.). 

From  Val  d’Isere  by  the  Col  d’Iseran 
to  Bonneval  is  a  walk  of  4^  hrs.  ;  to 
Lanslebourg  8|  hrs.  The  char-road 
continues  to  Fornet  (^  hr.)  and 
then  the  mule-path  mounts  in  zig¬ 
zags,  but  the  footpath  turning  1. 
from  Val  dTsere  begins  in  10  min.,  at 
the  hamlet  of  Laissenant,  to  ascend 
to  the  rt.,  by  a  stunted  pine-forest. 
The  path  crosses  a  small  torrent, 
and  then  mounts  in  zigzags  on  its  rt. 
bank,  finally  bearing  away  S.E. 
through  forest  and  over  pastures 
where  the  course  is  confused  by 
cattle-tracks,  and  the  true  path  is 
only  known  by  bearings.  After 
gaining  a  grassy  hollow  (at  its  edge 
the  mule-path  from  Fornet  is  re¬ 
joined  near  a  great  stone  pyramid), 
which  runs  up  between  rocky  ridges 
about  2  m.  direct  to  the  col,  the  as¬ 
cent  is  quite  easy,  with  fine  view, 
looking  back,  of  the  dark  precipices 
of  the  Sassiere,  the  Clranta  Parei, 
and  Tsanteleina.  The  Mont  Pound, 
Grande  Casse,  and  Grande  Motte  are 
seen  earlier  on  the  ascent.  The 
track  is  well  marked  by  a  line  of 
stone  pyramids,  each  of  which  has  a 
niche  that  would  afford  some  shelter 
in  bad  weather.  The  soil  produces 
myriads  of  flowers,  and  of  great 
variety.  Some  crosses  mark  the  loss 
of  life  in  these  solitudes  ;  in  one  in¬ 
stance  b}^  murder  ;  in  another  a  poor 
soldier  was  found  dead  from  cold 
and  exhaustion.  On  reaching  the 
stone  hut  on  the  Col  (9085  ft.,  2|  to  3 
hrs.  from  Val  dTsffi’e),  a  scene  unsur¬ 
passed  for  savagery,  but  grand  in  the 
extreme,  opens  on  the  traveller.  A 
chain  of  snow-peaks  and  glaciers 
stretch  S.W.  from  the  Levanna,  by 
the  Ciamarella  and  Alibaron  to  the  Char- 
honel.  Directly  E.  of  the  col,  some 
1600  ft.  above  it,  is  a  rocky  peak, 
which  occupies  the  site  of  a  fictitious 
mountain,  the  Mont  Iseran,  figuring 
on  the  old  official  map  of  Piedmont 


as  a  peak  of  13,271  ft.  above  the  sea, 
though,  in  point  of  fact,  the  Mont 
Iseran  is  no  more  a  mountain  than 
the  Mont  Cenis,  Monte  More,  and 
other  passes  so  called.  The  mistake 
is  supposed  to  have  arisen  from  im¬ 
perfect  observations  of  the  Grand 
Paradis,  Levanna,  and  Sassiere, 
which  from  certain  points  of  view 
might  be  supposed  to  occupy  this 
position.  That  no  peak  approaching 
such  a  height  is  to  be  found  within 
several  miles  of  the  Col  d’Iseran, 
was  ascertained  by  3  distinguished 
members  of  the  Alpine  Club,  Messrs. 
Cowell,  W.  Mathews,  and  Tuckett. 
The  Signal  du  Mont  Iseran  (10,634  ft., 
huge  cairn  on  top),  which  is  the  real 
representative  of  this  mythical 
monarch,  may  be  easily  gained  from 
any  side,  best  by  its  N.W.  ridge,  or 
S.  ridge  and  S.E.  face,  least  conve¬ 
niently  by  its  E.  ridge  from  the  Col 
Pers.  Farther  E.  is  the  snow  and 
rock  group  of  the  Aiguille  Pers,  the 
highest  point  of  which,  the  Bent 
du  IfowM  (11,323  ft.),  maybe  easily 
gained  by  its  W.  side,  and  may  be 
vi.sited  by  any  one  passing  the  col  by 
making  a  d6tour  of  2  or  3  hrs. 

From  the  col,  the  course  lies  to 
the  rt.  down  steep  denuded  slopes  to 
an  elevated  valley,  which  terminates 
in  a  defile  (here  a  bridge  leads  over 
to  the  1.  bank  of  the  torrent),  where 
a  cataract  falls  to  the  rt.  of  the  path. 
From  this  ravine  the  descent  is 
rough  to  the  pasturages  of  Lenta. 

From  these  pasturages  (at  the  end 
of  which  a  bridge  by  a  little  chapel 
leads  back  to  the  rt.  bank)  the  de¬ 
scent  is  steep  and  stony.  The  track 
bearing  to  the  rt.  descends  in  zig¬ 
zags  to 

2  hrs.  Bonneval  (6021  ft.),  a  grim 
and  miserable  place,  consisting  of  a 
church  and  rather  large  collection  of 
dirty  stone  hovels,  and  a  chapel 
(close  to  the  bridge),  on  which  a 
marble  tablet  with  a  Latin  inscrip¬ 
tion  recording  its  restoration  in  1697 
has  an  incongruous  effect  in  this  wil¬ 
derness.  M.  Culet,  the  intelligent 
chasseur  who  received  several  gene¬ 
rations  of  explorers,  died  2  yrs.  ago. 
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It  is  better  to  push  on  to  Bessans, 
which,  though  farther  from  the 
mountains,  offers  much  better  quar¬ 
ters.  Here  the  char-road  to  Lansle- 
bourg  begins.  The  valley  is  exceed¬ 
ingly  wild,  and  a  little  above  the 
village  presents  a  most  extraordinary 
scene  of  ruin,  called  the  Clapier  de 
Fodan,  where  an  older  Bonne val  is 
said  to  lie  buried  beneath  the  rocks. 
The  highest  peak  of  the  three-headed 
Levayina^  at  the  headwaters  of  the 
Arc,  is  11,943  ft.  above  the  sea,  and 
may  be  ascended  (like  its  2  brethren) 
without  any  difficulty  from  the  head 
of  the  valley  (6|  hrs.  from  Bonneval). 
The  Roc  du  Midinet  (11,382  ft.),  and 
the  Grande  Aiguille  Rousse  (11,424  ft.), 
are  the  other  chief  peaks,  the  ascent 
of  which  can  be  better  made  from 
Bonneval  than  from  Bessans  ;  the 
Ciamarella  is  difficult  from  the 
French  side.  Most  of  these  summits 
slope  westward,  and  terminate  to¬ 
wards  the  E.  in  precipices.  W.  of 
the  Levanna  are  the  Uja  dt  Ciama¬ 
rella  (^12,061  ft.l  and  Albaron  (12,015 
ft.). 

[The  range  is  crossed  by  several 
high  passes  to  the  Yal  d’Orco,  and 
the  3  valleys  of  the  Stura  (Val 
Grande,  Val  d’Ala,  Val  di  Viii,  see 
Ete.  156  a).  I.  Col  du  Carro  to  Cere- 
solo.  2.  Col  de  Girard^  passing  imme¬ 
diately  S.  of  the  E.  summit  of  the 
Levanna,  in  8  hrs.  to  Groscavallo.  3. 
Col  de  Sea,  in  9  hrs.  to  Groscavallo,  a 
longer  rte.,  also  over  glacier.  The 
scenery  of  the  Col  de  Sea  is  finer  than 
that  of  the  Col  de  Girard,  but  the 
view  from  the  top  not  so  extensive. 
(For  details,  see  Rte.  156  a.) 

It  is  about  8  hrs.  to  Ceresole  by 
the  Col  du  Carro.  The  track  mounts 
nearly  due  N.,  reaching  in  2^  hrs. 
the  source  of  the  Arc  (about  9000  ft.), 
which  flows  out  in  considerable 
volume  from  the  rocky  ground. 
Thence  N.E.  to  the  col  (10,506  ft.)  W. 
of  the  Levanna.  The  descent  on  the 
Italian  side  is  steeper,  and  over  an 
easy  glacier  to  the  pastures  ( Rte.  147).] 

I  hr.  below  Bonneval  the  glen  ex¬ 
pands,  and  a  broad  valley,  dotted 
with  hamlets,  extends  to  Lansle- 


bourg.  In  the  distance  are  seen  the 
forests  about  Mt.  Cenis  :  to  the  1.  is 
the  Val  d’Averole,  between  the  Char- 
honel  on  theW.,  and  the  Albaron  on  the 
E.,  and  a  view  through  the  ojDening 
of  glaciers,  over  which  passes  lead  to 
Val  d’Ala  and  Val  di  Viu.  In 
another  20  min.  the  road  reaches 

Bessans,  another  but  larger  and 
more  prosperous  village  of  long  stone 
huts.  The  church,  on  a  height,  has  a 
musical  peal  of  bells.  Near  it  is  the 
ruined  chapel  of  St.  Anthony,  with 
some  remarkable  old  frescoes,  mainly 
representing  scenes  from  the  life  of 
Christ,  the  paintings,  in  some  cases, 
being  remarkably  fresh,  though  un¬ 
fortunately  now  allowed  to  fall  into 
decay.  The  dark  blue  dresses  worn 
by  the  women  on  Sunday  are  so 
made  as  to  give  great  apparent 
breadth  of  shoulder.  Kerchiefs  and 
aprons  gaily  worked  in  flowers,  and 
white  caps,  complete  the  costume. 
The  women  ride  two  together, 
astride,  upon  donkeys,  which  are 
here  the  common  beast  of  burden, 
and  are  salted  and  eaten  when  too 
old  for  work.  A  little  beyond  the 
village  is  the  opening  of  the  Val  de 
Ribon,  through  which  the  Roche- 
melon  (Rte.  154)  may  be  easily  gained 
in  6  or  7  hrs.  [Among  the  many 
other  ascents  which  may  be  made 
from  this  very  centrally  placed  vil¬ 
lage,  are  the  Pointe  de  Meamnartin 
( 10,949  ft.),  the  Pointe  de  Ronce  ( 1 1,87 1 
ft.),  the  Albaron  (12,015  ft.)  and  (3 
hrs.  from  the  Col  d’Arnaz)  the 
splendid  rock  peak  called  Bessanese  or 
les  Grandes  Pareis  (11,867  ft.).  For 
the  passes  to  Val  d’Isere  see  above. 
From  Bessans  the  ascent  of  the  Char- 
donnet  or  Charbonel  (12,336  ft.\  the 
highest  peak  in  this  neighbourhood, 
may  be  made  from  La  Goulaz,  at  the 
opening  of  the  Val  d’Averole,  in  6 
hrs.  up.  By  the  Val  d’Averole — the 
highest  permanently  inhabited  ham¬ 
let  in  which,  Averole,  is  6617  ft.  high, 
the  highest  in  the  Alps  save  Juf  in 
the  Grisons,  which  is  6700  ft. — three 
passes  lead  into  the  Piedmontese 
valleys  of  Ala  and  Viii.  i.  The  Col 
de  Collerin,  to  Balme  in  6|  hrs,  and  on 
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to  Lanzo  in  3  hrs.  2.  The  Col  de 
VAutaret,  a  very  ancient,  long,  and 
roundabout  passage,  with  remains  of 
a  paved  track,  now  partly  covered 
with  snow  and  ice,  and  some  Koinan 
inscriptions,  in  9  hrs.  from  Bessans 
to  Usseglio  in  Val  di  Viii.  3.  The 
Col  d’Arnaz  is  a  far  more  direct  and 
interesting  rte.,  leading  to  Balme  in 
7  hrs.  (see  next  Ete.).] 

At  Bessans  the  Arc  is  crossed,  and 
some  way  farther  the  ridge  of  La 
Magdeleine  is  passed  before  reaching 

Lans  le  Villard,  |  hr.  above 
Lanslebourg.  [From  this  village  a 
path  leads  to  the  great  rte.  of  the 
Mont  Cenis.] 

Lanslebourg  (Ete.  154),  about  3 
hrs.  walking  from  Bessans. 


ROUTE  156  a. 

THE  VALLEYS  OF  LANZO - VAL 

GRANDE - VAL  d’aLA - VAL  DI 

VIU. 

These  valleys,  although  as  easy  of 
access  from  Turin  as  those  of  the 
Vaudois,  and  opened  up  by  good 
roads,  have  been  almost  entirely 
neglected  by  English  travellers, 
owing  in  part  to  the  rugged  char¬ 
acter  of  the  passes  over  the  main 
chain  to  which  they  lead  (Ete.  156). 
There  are,  however,  many  pleasant 
paths  between  the  various  glens  on 
the  Italian  side  of  the  chain  ;  and  a 
rough  track  connects  the  Val  Grande 
with  Ceresole  in  Val  d’Orco,  one  of 
the  best  head-quarters  in  the  Grai- 
an  Alps.  The  whole  district  abounds 
in  rich  and  beautiful  scenery,  and 
the  peaks  (three  of  over  12,000  ft.  land 
glaciers  of  the  main  range  between 
the  Eochemelon  and  the  Levanna 
deserve  the  attention  of  mountain¬ 
eers.  The  Inns  have  been  much  im¬ 
proved.  At  Viu,  Ala,  Ceres,  and 
Groscavallo  there  is  now  very  toler¬ 
able  accommodation.  Balme  offers 
the  best  headquarters  for  moun¬ 
taineers.  Forno  in  Val  Grande  is 


still  intolerable  even  for  a  night. 
The  best  guide-book  is  vol.  i.  of  Mar- 
telli  and  Vaccarone’s  Guida  delle  Alpi 
Occidentali. 

From  Turin,  a  rly.,  starting  from 
a  small  stat.  IS”,  of  the  town,  runs 
through  a  rich  and  level  country, 
with  fine  views  of  the  Alps,  to 
(20  m.,  i-i;f  hrs.) 

Lanzo,  a  country  town  (1535  ft., 
2703  Inhab.),  beautifully  situated  at 
the  foot  of  the  Alps,  in  the  corner 
where  they  bend  eastwards.  A 
stroll  may  be  taken  to  the  Ponte 
del  Roc  or  Diavolo,  a  remarkable 
bridge  of  a  single  arch  across  the 
Stura,  built  in  1378.  On  a  rocky 
point,  1522  ft.  above  the  stat.,  is  a 
church  dedicated  to  St  Ignatius 
(built  1727), 

[There  are  rough  mule-passes  to 
Locana  in  Val  d’Orco  by  the  richly- 
wooded  Val  di  Tesso,  in  7-8  hrs.] 

The  3  valleys  which  unite  above 
Lanzo  are  known  as  the  Valle 
Grande,  the  Valle  d’Ala,  and  the 
Valle  di  Viu.  The  Valle  Grande  is 
the  northernmost. 

Val  Grande,  carriage-road  to 
Forno,  17^  m. 

From  Lanzo  a  good  road  runs 
along  the  1.  bank  of  the  Stura.  The 
opening  of  the  Val  di  Viii  is  soon 
passed,  and  opposite  Ceres  that  of 
the  Val  d’Ala. 

Ceres  (2310  ft.),  8  m.  from  Lanzo, 
is  the  principal  village  of  the  val¬ 
leys.  The  sanctuary  of  Santa  Chris¬ 
tina  on  a  neighbouring  hill  (4397 
ft.)  commands  beautiful  views. 

[Locana  may  be  reached  hence  in 
6  hrs.  by  the  Col  di  Pierrascritta,  or 
Ceresole  in  8  hrs.  from  Groscavallo 
by  the  Col  della  Crocetta.  Both  are 
rough  passes,  barely  passable  for 
mules.] 

In  ascending  to  the  Val  Grande  it 
is  not  necessary  to  turn  aside  to 
Ceres  ;  the  carriage-road  goes  on  the 
1.  side  of  the  stream  to  Procaria, 
whence  it  mounts  gently  through 
an  open  wooded  valley  to 

Chialamberto  (2805  ft.\  ii|  m. 
from  Lanzo.  2  m.  further  is  Bonzo, 
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overshadov/eci  by  steep  hills.  The 
snowy  range  at  the  head  of  the  val¬ 
ley  comes  into  sight,  and  the  green 
hut  bare  pastoral  basin  of  Grosca- 
vallo  opens. 

Groscavallo  (3609  ft.\  15I  m. 
from  Lanzo.  2  m.  higher  up  is 
Forno  -  Alpi  -  Graie  (4022  ft.), 

where  the  road  ends.  The  head  of 
the  valley  is  a  cirque  of  singular 
grandeur,  dominated  by  the  peaks 
of  the  Levanna  and  the  glaciers 
that  connect  them  with  the  Ciama- 
rella.  On  the  S.  side  of  the  valley 
is  the  sanctuary  of  La  Madonna  del 
Forno  (|  hr.  from  the  village),  sur¬ 
rounded  by  a  grove  of  noble  beech 
and  plane  trees,  the  remnant  of  the 
forests  which,  as  old  documents 
I)rove,  once  clothed  the  head  of  the 
valley. 

[To  the  N.  the  Col  della  Piccola^  a 
rough  pass  of  7hrs.,  leads  toCeresole. 
When  travellers  learn  the  attrac¬ 
tions  of  these  valleys,  this  j^ass  will 
come  into  notice  as  the  natural  link 
between  them  and  the  Eastern 
Graians.] 

Two  glens  unite  with  Forno. 
Through  the  northern  the  moun¬ 
taineer  may  climb  to  the  Col  de  Gi¬ 
rard  (10,119  ft.),  a  glacier  pass  by 
which  it  is  8  hrs.  to  Bonneval,  at 

the  head  of  the  vallev  of  the  Arc. 

«/ 

The  southern  glen  leads  to  the  some¬ 
what  less  difficult,  but,  on  the 
whole,  more  attractive  Col  de  Sea 
(10,155  ft.),  by  which  the  valley  of 
the  Arc  is  reached  in  9  hrs. 

A  steep  pass,  known  as  the  Ghicet 
de  Sea  (8973  ft.),  leads  from  the 
chalets  of  Sea  to  those  of  Mussa  in 
Val  d’Ala.  Another  and  shorter 
{Ghicet  d’Ala)  leads  nearly  direct  to 
Balme. 

The  central  and  eastern  points  of 
the  3-peaked  Leranwa  (11,943  ft.)  can 
be  climbed  from  the  Col  de  Girard 
by  fair  mountaineers.  For  all  these 
passes  good  guides  are  necessary. 

Val  d’Ala. 

Val  d’Ala  is  the  narrowest  and 
wildest  of  the  3  valleys  of  Lanzo. 


From  Ceres  (8  m.  from  Lanzo)  a 
narrow  char-road  leads  up  the  val¬ 
ley  to  Balme.  It  is  5  m.  through  a 
singularly  picturesque  rocky  defile 
to  the  principal  village, 

•A-la  (3547  ft.). 

About  2  m.  higher  is  Mondrone 
(4124  ft.).  Near  here  is  a  fine  water¬ 
fall,  where  the  Stura  leaps  into  a 
profound  chasm,  over  which  a 
wooden  bridge  for  the  use  of  visitors 
has  been  built. 

Above  Mondrone  the  valley  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  closed  by  a  steep  bar¬ 
rier.  An  hr.’s  ascent  by  the  road 
leads  to  a  level  plain  beyond  it,  in 
which  stands  Balme  (4784  ft.). 
The  excellent  mountain  guide,  An¬ 
tonio  Castagneri  (who  perished  on 
Mont  Blanc  in  August  1890)  was  a 
native  of  this  village,  where  is  a 
tablet  set  up  in  his  honour  by 
the  Italian  Alpine  Club.  The  green 
flowery  Alpine  meadows  form  a 
foreground  to  the  magnificent  rocky 
peak  of  the  Bessanese  (11,867  ft.), 
which  blocks  the  valley.  It  is  easy 
to  ascend  the  valley  to  the  glacier 
at  its  extreme  head,  passing  the 
chalets  of  Mussa  and  the  Alp  of 
Naressa. 

The  Col  de  Collerin  (10,624  ft.)  is  an 
ordinary  glacier  pass.  It  takes  its 
name  from  a  steep  gully,  or  couloir , 
on  the  Italian  side,  where  the  axe 
is  sometimes  useful.  It  is  a  walk 
of  7  hrs.  by  it  to  Bessans,  to  which 
the  Col  d’Arnaz  (9958  ft..  Club  hut 
near  its  foot)  is  a  more  interesting 
rte. 

The  Ciamarella  (12,061  ft.)  is  often 
ascended  from  Balme  (^6  hrs.).  The 
Alharon  (12,015  ft.,  Pointe  de  Cha- 
lanson  of  French  map)  is  accessible 
from  the  Col  de  Collerin. 

The  Uja  di  Mondrone  (9725  ft.),  be¬ 
tween  the  Val  Grande  and  Val 
d’Ala,  and  the  Torre  d’Ovarda  (10,089 
ft.),  between  the  Ala  and  Viii  val¬ 
leys,  command  fine  views  and  can 
be  reached  in  6  hrs.  from  Balme. 

The  Col  Pasciet  leads  in  5  hrs.  to 
Lemie  in  Val  di  Viii. 
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Val  di  Viu. 

The  road  to  Viu  crosses  the  Stura 
by  the  Ponte  di  Germagnano,  m. 
from  Lanzo.  After  passing  the 
junction  of  the  streams,  the  road 
constantly  ascends  beside  the  Stura 
di  Viu,  through  very  beautiful  sce¬ 
nery.  The  peak  of  the  Rochemelon 
is  seen  in  the  background.  Two 
hrs.’  drive  {j\  m.)  from  Lanzo  is 

Vid  (2576  ft.),  a  large  village, 
with  many  villas  in  the  Swiss  style, 
frequented  by  the  Turinese  during 
the  season  of  villeggiatiira.  Here  the 
carriage-road  ends. 

Above  Viu  a  good  mule-track 
mounts  through  fine  scenery.  The 
church  of  Lemie  (2  hrs.,  12^  m, 
from  Lanzo),  stands  out  pictur¬ 
esquely  on  a  rock  in  the  centre  of 
the  valley.  After  passing  the  cha¬ 
lets  of  Saletta,  the  valley  is  for  a 
time  steeper  and  narrower,  and  then 
suddenly  opens  out.  The  traveller 
sees  before  him  a  fertile  plain  some 
4  m.  long.  The  slopes  are  sparsely 
covered  with  the  remnants  of  an 
ancient  forest,  and  in  the  back¬ 
ground  rises  an  imposing  mountain 
chain.  The  numerous  hamlets  scat¬ 
tered  over  the  plain  have  each  a 
name,  but  are  collectively  known  as 

Usseglio,  17I  m.  from  Lanzo 
(4134  ft.).  The  valley  here  splits 
into  two  glens.  The  N.W.  branch 
leads  by  the  fine  Lago  della  Rossa,  and 
the  pass  of  the  Collarin  d’Arnaz 
above  it  (direct  descent  to  Balme) 
to  the  easy  glacier  and  the  pass  of  the 
Col  d’Arnaz  (9958  ft.),  and  thus  to 
Bessans  in  8  to  9  hrs.  from  Usseglio. 

The  S.  glen  leads  to  the  circuitous 
pass  of  the  Col  de  VAutaret  {10, 1 15  ft.), 
once  practicable  for  mules.  2  hrs. 
above  Usseglio  are  the  Malciaus- 
sia  chalets  (5870  ft.),  under  the 
Rochemelon,  which  may  be  climbed 
from  them  by  a  steep  direct  rte.,  or 
by  the  Col  della  Croce  di  Ferro — a  pass 
to  Susa  at  its  E.  base  (see  Rte.  154) 
— in  6  hrs. 


KOUTE  157. 

MOUTIERS  TARENTAISE  TO  LANS- 

LEBOURG,  BY  THE  COL  DE  LA 

VANOISE. 

Mofi tiers  (Rte.  156).  Carriage- 
road  as  far  as  Pralognan  (diligences 
every  other  day  in  5  hrs.  from 
Brides,  corresponding  with  the  early 
diligence  from  Albertville  and  Mou- 
tiers)  ;  beyond  it  is  necessary  to  take 
a  horse,  or  proceed  on  foot.  This 
pass  may  be  performed  in  one  long 
day,  12  hrs.’ steady  walking  without 
halts,  but  it  is  better  to  break  the 
journey  at  Pralognan. 

The  road  passes  the  old  Salines  of 
Moutiers,  and  ascending  the  rt. 
bank  of  the  Boron,  reaches  in  hr., 
I  m.,  the  rock  of  Salins,  opposite 
the  confluence  of  the  valley  of  Bozel, 
or  the  Boron,  with  that  of  Belleville, 
The  latter  leads  to  St.  Michel  by  the 
Col  des  Encombres,  and  its  tributary 
valley,  the  Nant  Bmn,  to  St.  Jean 
de  Maurienne,  by  the  Col  de  la  Platiere 
(Rte.  154)  :  either  an  easy  day’s 
j  ourney . 

The  Chateau  de  Salins  was  anciently 
the  residence  of  the  archbishop  of 
Moutiers.  Its  ruins  are  immediately 
above  the  salt  springs^  principally 
used  for  bathing  purposes. 

Salins  is  supposed  to  be  the  site 
of  the  ancient  Barentasia.  The  town 
was  almost  destroyed  about  the  end 
of  the  14th  cent.,  by  a  fall  from  the 
mountains  on  the  W.,  and  subse¬ 
quent  falls  destroyed  what  remained 
except  the  castle,  and  this  has  been 
since  demolished. 

The  castle  remained  long  after  the 
destruction  of  the  town  in  the  14th 
cent.  Books  printed  by  Maurice 
Mermillion  at  the  chateau  very  soon 
after  the  discovery  of  printing  still 
exist,  and  it  is  supposed  that  the 
first  press  in  Savoy  was  established 
here,  and  that  Mermillion  was  the 
Caxton  of  the  Tarentaise. 

Salins  lies  S.  of  Moutiers.  From 
the  confluence,  the  road  into  the 
valley  of  Bozel  crosses  to  the  1.  bank 
of  the  Boron  and  takes  an  easterly 
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direction  through  a  beautiful  dis¬ 
trict  rich  in  wood  and  highly  culti¬ 
vated  to 

Brides-les-Bains,  3I  in.  from 
Moutiers.  This  pretty  watering- 
place  (1870  ft.),  at  the  junction  of  the 
valleys  of  Allues  and  Bozel,  is  re¬ 
sorted  to  in  summer  for  its  mineral 
springs.  The  waters  are  impregnated 
with  sulphuretted  hydrogen,  and 
much  used  for  all  troubles  connected 
with  the  digestion  and  corpulence. 
Their  temperature  is  95°.  The 
Etablissement  des  Bains  is  on  a  large 
scale,  and  comprises  (besides  baths) 
a  Casino,  reading,  concert,  and  ball 
rooms,  and  gardens.  The  season 
lasts  from  May  15  to  Oct.  15,  and 
the  recent  improvements  in  the 
place  have  attracted  a  greatly  in¬ 
creased  number  of  visitors. 

The  views  are  extremely  tine,  and 
the  neighbourhood  abounds  in  beau¬ 
tiful  walks  ;  one  of  the  pleasantest 
is  by  a  footpath  through  the  wood, 
at  a  considerable  height  above  the 
S.  bank  of  the  stream  towards  Mou¬ 
tiers.  The  lateral  valleys  of  the 
Boron  are  full  of  beautiful  scenery, 
particularly  the  valley  of  Allues. 
From  the  chalets^  of  Chdtelef,  near 
the  Col  de  la  Forclaz,  Mont  Blanc 
can  be  seen,  and  a  vast  extent  of 
the  peaks  of  the  great  chain. 

[There  are  two  little  known  passes. 
Col  do  la  Chambre  and  Col  de  la  Montee 
du  Fo?id,  leading  by  the  Combe  des 
Allues  in  1 1  hrs.  to  St.  Michel.  To  the 
E.  of  these  passes  lies  a  little  visited 
glacier  mass,  of  which  the  highest 
summit  (first  climbed  in  1878)  is 
the  Aig.  de  Pklet  (11,700  ft.).  A 
lofty  pass  {Col  de  Gebroidaz,  11,377  ft.) 
leads  between  this  peak  and  the 
Aig.  de  Polset  from.  Brides  to  Modane 
or  St.  Michel.  It  is  a  pleasant  ex¬ 
cursion  from  Brides  to  go  up  the 
Combe  des  Allues  to  the  foot  of  the 
Gebroulaz  Glacier,  and  thence  mount 
by  the  Col  de  CJumrouge,  S.E.  of  the 
remarkable  rock  of  the  Aig.  da  Fruit 
(10,027  ft.)  to  the  pasture  basin  of 
the  Petite  Val,  whence  a  direct  de¬ 
scent  may  be  made  to  Bozel,  or  the 
low  Col  de  la  Petite  Val,  N.  of  the 


Mont  Blanc  de  Pralognan,  crossed 
to  Pralognan,  reached  in  6  hrs.  from 
the  foot  of  the  glacier.  From  the 
foot  of  the  glacier  the  Col  de  Eouge 
and  Pas  du  Sovffre  lead  to  the  foot 
of  the  final  ascent  to  the  Col  de 
Chaviere,  by  which  Modane  may  be 
gained.] 

■  From  Brides  carriage-roads  lead 
by  either  bank  of  Boron  in  m.  to 

Bozel,  where  the  Val  Riviere 
falls  in  from  the  S.  Between  the 
two  villages  the  valley  is  richly  cul¬ 
tivated,  and  above  cornfields  and 
orchards  are  pine-forests,  snows  and 
glaciers.  The  valley  is  closed  at  the 
head  by  the  mountains  of  Peisey 
and  by  the  beautiful  peak  of  Mont 
Pound. 

A  short  distance  beyond  Bozel  the 
valley  forks.  The  main  branch  of 
the  Boron  issues  from  the  valley  of 
Pralognan,  while  the  other  less  con¬ 
siderable  stream  descends  from  the 
Val  de  Prem.ou  nearly  due  E.  of  Bozel. 

hr.  above  the  point  where  the 
road  turns  S.  to  Pralognan  is  Cham- 
pagny,  3  m.  from  Bozel,  at  the 
opening  of  the  V al  de  Premou.  At 
the  hamlet  of  Be  Bois  (4856  ft.), 
beyond  a  fine  gorge,  fair  quarters 
and  good  beds  may  be  found.  It 
takes  about  5|  hrs.’  steady  walking 
to  reach  a  sort  of  plateau  at  the 
head  of  this  valley,  on  which  are 
several  small  lakes,  of  which  that 
nearest  the  summit  is  called  Lac  de 
Gratelo.  From  this  point,  by  turn¬ 
ing  first  IST.,  and  then  descending 
N.W.,  the  traveller  may  reach  the 
mines  of  Peisey  ^Ete.  156).  The  di¬ 
rect  course  to  the  rt.  of  the  lake,  a 
little  N.  of  E.,  leads  by  the  Col  da 
Palet  (8721  ft.)  to  Tignes,  reached 
thus  in  about  8  hrs.  from  Bozel. 
Pralognan  may  be  gained  from  the 
head  of  the  valley  by  the  fine  glacier- 
pass  of  the  Col  de  la  Grande  Casse,  just 
W.  of  the  Grande  Casse,  whence  you 
descend  to  the  Col  de  la  Vanoise 
path.  From  Le  Bois,  the  easy  as¬ 
cent  of  the  Grand  Bee  de  Pralognayi. 
(11,221  ft)  may  be  made  in  5  hrs.  or 
so  (sj)lendid  view'',  and  the  valley 
of  Peisey  reached  by  several  easy 
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passes,  or  better  over  the  summit  of 
the  Aig.  du  Midi  de  Peiseg  (11,227  ft.) 
(see  Rte.  156  under  Bourg  St. 
MauriceX] 

The  road  to  Pralognan  passes  the 
village  of  ViUard  Godreux,  built  at 
the  junction  of  the  2  branches  of  the 
Doron,  and  then  climbs  up  by  many 
zigzags.  [At  the  top  of  these  zigzags, 
a  beautiful  path  through  forest 
leads  by  Le  Planay  (in  the  Premou 
valley  )  to  the  high  road  from  Bozel 
up  that  glen,  Le  Bois  being  reached 
by  this  rte.  in  3I  hrs.  from  Pralo¬ 
gnan.]  A  char  may  be  taken  the 
whole  way  ;  but  no  time  will  be 
saved,  as  the  road  is  steep,  and  the 
old  track  keeping  nearer  the  stream 
is  more  interesting.  On  the  rt.  there 
is  a  cataract,  formed  by  the  fall  of 
the  Doron  into  the  gorges  of  Bal- 
landaz.  The  road  then  j)asses 
through  the  village  of  Planay  (in  the 
Doron  valley)  and  ascends  more  zig¬ 
zags  till  the  valley  widens  to  the 
beautiful  meadoAvs  and  calm  retire¬ 
ment  of  the  valley  of  Pralognan. 

Pralognan,  15  m.  from  Moutiers, 
and  4672  ft.  high, embosomed  in  pine- 
forests,  over  which  rise  the  precij^i- 
ces  of  the  Marchets,  is  a  most  pic¬ 
turesque  spot.  The  Grande  Casse  is 
visible  a  few  minutes’  Avalk  across 
the  meadows  to  the  S.  Many  ex¬ 
cursions  and  ascents  may  be  made 
in  the  neighbourhood.  The  Mont 
Blanc  de  Pralognayi  (8809  ft.,  2^  hrs."), 
Bocher  de  Villeneuve  (.7225  ft.,  2^  hrs.), 
and  Dent  Portetta  1,8642  ft.,  5  hrs.)  are 
accessible  to  fair  walkers.  More 
laborious  are  the  Bocher  de  Plassas 
(9400  ft.,  5  hrs.',  the  B.oc  du  Bard 
(10,716  ft.,  6  hrs.\  and  the  Pointe  de 
la  Bechasse  v  10,575  ft.,  7  hrs.).  Of 
the  higher  expeditions,  the  Grande 
Casse,  and  the  col  of  the  same  name, 
are  described  below.  The  Dome  de 
ChasseforU  '11,802  ft.,  6-7  hrs.),  in 
the  centre  of  the  vast  Vanoise  snow 
fields,  offers  no  real  difficulties,  and 
a  most  glorious  view  (ascent  strongly 
recommended),  while  Thermignon 
may  be  reached  direct  from  it.  The 
Pointe  de  la  Gliere  (11,109  ft.,  6  hrs.)  is 
a  delightful  scramble  for  a  moun¬ 


taineer.  The  fine  snow-peak  which 
closes  the  valley  to  the  S.  is  the  east¬ 
ernmost  point  of  the  Aig.  de  Polset 
(11,254  ft.),  and  is  accessible  by  a 
nearly  direct  climb  in  7  or  8  hrs.,  or 
in  I  hr.  from  the  Col  de  Gehroulaz  to 
the  W.  (gained  from  the  head  of  the 
Doron  valley  by  way  of  the  Lac 
Blanc),  whence,  too,  the  highest  point 
of  the  Aig.  de  Polset  (11,608  ft.)  may  be 
reached,  and  also  the  Aig.  de  Peclet 
(11,700  ft.).  The  Dent  Parrachee 
(12,179  ft-)  is  climbed  from  the 
Fournache  chalets,  which  may  be 
reached  over  the  Col  d’Aussois.  The 
Grand  Bee  de  Pralognan  {11,221  ft.)  has 
been  reached  by  a  steep  climb  up  the 
W.  rock-face,  but  is  best  reached  by 
a  long  circuit  round  its  S.  end,  and 
the  glacier  to  the  E.,  where  the  rte. 
from  Le  Bois  (see  aboA^e)  is  joined. 

[Tavo  passes  lead  from  Pralognan 
to  the  valley  of  the  Arc,  more  direct, 
but  higher  and  more  difficult,  than 
the  Col  de  la  Vanoise.  Both  are  ap¬ 
proached  by  folloAving  the  Doron  to 
the  chalets  of  La  Motte.  A  little 
above  them  the  A^alley  diAudes  ;  the 
l.-hand  ravine  leads  by  the  Col 
d’Aussois  (or  Col  de  Rosoire),  (about 
9600  ft.)  to  Aussois,  above  Fort  de 
I’Esseillon  (Rte.  154).  The  scenery 
on  both  sides  is  A^ery  fine,  and  near 
the  last  chalets  {Bitort)  on  the  N. 
side  there  is  a  magnificent  view  of 
Mont  Blanc.  The  pass  Avhich  lies  at 
the  head  of  the  rt.  or  W.  branch  of 
the  Doron  is  the  Col  de  Chaviere  (9206 
ft.),  and  leading  direct  to  Mo- 
dane.  By  the  latter  pass,  Modane 
can  easily  be  gained  in  8  hrs.,  in  time 
for  the  afternoon,  or  even  the  mid¬ 
day,  trains.  From  the  easternmost 
of  the  2  depressions  AAdiich  constitute 
the  former  pass — which  is  much 
more  circuitous — the  Boche  Chevriere 
(10,768  ft.),  can  be  gained  in  i|  to  2 
hrs.,  and  commands  a  most  splendid 
view.] 

The  ascent  from  Pralognan  to  the 
Col  de  la  Vanoise  is  very  Avild  and 
picturesque.  In  about  an  hour  a 
green  basin  with  a  group  of  cha¬ 
lets,  called  La  Gliere  de  Pralognan,  is 
reached.  A  sharp  pinnacle  of  rock. 
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called  on  the  French  map  Aig.  de  la 
Vamis&  (9226  ft.),  is  seen  in  the 
centre  of  the  ridge  in  the  direction 
of  the  col.  It  is  possible  to  2)ass  on 
either  side  of  this,  but  the  regular 
track  i)asses  to  the  N.  of  it.  The 
ascent  is  rough,  in  part  over  moraine, 
and  past  several  lakes.  From  near 
the  summit  (3  hrs.),  there  is  a  fine 
view  of  the  Grande  Casse  (12,668  ft.), 
the  highest  peak  in  the  Tarentaise, 
hence  ascended,  for  the  first  time, 
in  i860  by  Mr.  W.  Mathews.  It  is 
accessible  in  4  or  4I  hrs.,  and  com¬ 
mands  a  wonderful  view. 

[A  fine  pass.  Col  de  la  Grande  Casse, 
a  deep  gap  to  the  W.  of  the  peak, 
leads  over  glaciers  to  the  head  of 
Val  de  Premou.  By  this  route  and 
the  Col  dll  Palet,  Tignes  may  be 
reached  from  Pralognan  in  one  long 
day.] 

The  track  on  both  sides  of  the  col 
is  marked  by  poles,  and  in  good 
weather  a  mountaineer  will  scarcely 
require  a  guide.  Near  the  top  are 
.several  considerable  lakes,  the 
source  of  streams  which  descend 
on  one  side  to  the  Boron,  and 
on  the  other  to  the  Arc.  On 
the  rt.,  enormous  glaciers  extend  to 
the  Dent  Parrachee,  the  mountain 
which  is  seen  from  the  Mont  Cenis 
road,  over  Thermignon. 

The  descent  from  the  col  (8291 
ft.)  (much  exposed  to  winds,  one  of 
which  takes  its  name  from  the  pass) 
towards  Entre-deux-Eaux  is  rapid. 
The  long  sterile  valley  above  these 
chalets  leads  by  the  Col  de  la  Leisse 
to  Tignes,  in  the  Val  d’I.sere  (Rte. 
156).  [The  Grande  Motte  (12,018 
ft.),  rising  in  graceful  sweeps  of 
snow  W.  of  the  Col  de  la  Leisse, 
can  lie  ascended  from  Entre-deux- 
Eaux,  in  6  hrs.,  or  in  3^  hrs.  up  and 
down  from  the  col.  The  rte.  is  by  a 
series  of  snow-slopes,  and  the  E.  or 
N.  aretes.]  After  another  descent 
the  torrent  is  crossed,  but,  in.stead 
.of  pursuing  its  course  through  the 
impas.sable  gorge  to  Thermignon,  a 
path  is  followed  up  the  slopes  high 
above  its  1.  bank  to  ihePlan  du  Lovp, 
or  Plan  des  Laux,  a  pasturage,  not 

[Szrtte.  II.] 


so  wild  or  high,  but  about  the 
breadth  of  the  Col  de  la  Vanoi.se. 
The  scene,  looking  back  upon  the 
valley  of  Entre-deux-Eaux  and  the 
Grande  Casse,  is  very  grand. 

On  the  col  of  the  Plan  du  Loup 
another  small  lake  is  passed,  then  a 
long  descent  to  the  hamlet  of  Ste. 
Marguerite  commences.  Below  this 
place  the  path  enters  a  pine-forest, 
in  which  are  the  striking  rockv 
obelisks  known  as  Rocs  du  Pelvoz, 
through  which  a  rough  road  leads 
down  to  the  valley  above  Thermi¬ 
gnon,  into  which  there  are  some 
magnificent  peeps.  There  is  still, 
however,  a  long  descent  before  that 
village  can  be  reached  in  about  3 
hrs.  from  Entre-deux-Eaux.  [There 
is  a  path  from  Ste.  Marguerite  over 
alps,  leading  directly  to  Lansle- 
bourg ;  but,  though  shorter,  it  is 
even  more  fatiguing  than  the  rte.  to 
Thermignon,  and  one  which  it  is 
difficult  to  pass  with  a  laden  mule]. 
Thermignon  is  on  the  great  rte.  of 
the  Mont  Cenis,  5  min.  below 

Lanslebourg  (Rte.  154). 
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FROM  ST.  JEAN  DE  MAURIENNE  TO 
BOURO  d’oISANS,  BY  THE  COL 
d’aRVES  AND  THE  COL  DES 
PRES  NOUVEAUX. 

By  starting  very  early  from  St. 
Jean  de  Maurienne  it  would  be  pos¬ 
sible  to  reach  Bourg  d’Oisans  the 
same  day;  but  as  it  is  a  long  journey 
of  14  leagues,  it  is  better  to  pass  the 
night  at  St.  Jean  d’Arves,  a  small 
village  situated  in  the  Val  d’Arvan 
which  joins  the  valley  of  the  Arc  at 
St.  Jean  de  Maurienne.  For  full 
details  as  to  all  peaks  and  passes  in 
the  regions  included  in  this  and  the 
three  following  Rtes.,  see  MM.  Coo- 
lidge,  Duhamol,  and  Perrin’s  Guide  du 
Haul  Daiiphine  (Grenoble,  1887), 
and  the  supplement  to  it  issued  in 
1890. 

T  t 
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A  steep  mule-track  leads  to  the 
village  of  Fontcouverte  and  then 
rt.  under  Villarembert,  then  the 
traveller  turning  S.E.,  or  1.,  and 
after  a  short  descent  crossing  a 
small  tributary  of  the  Arvan,  whence 
he  mounts  some  steep  grassy  slopes 
to  the  Col  d’Arves  (  5655  ft.\  tine  view, 
3|  hrs.  from  St.  Jean  de  Maurienne. 
In  another  |  hr.  he  descends  to  St. 
Jean  d’Arves,  where,  at  La  Tour, 
or  the  church  hamlet,  there  is  a 
rough  Inn.  The  view  from  St. 
Jean  is  very  beautiful,  including 
the  highest  summits  of  the  Grandes 
Rousses  and  the  3  Aiguilles  d’Arves. 
[From  St.  Jean  d’Arves,  the  Col  de  la 
Croix  de  Fer  leads  to  Bourg  d’Oisans 
by  the  Combe  d’Olle  and  Allemont, 
and  by  the  Col  du  Glandon  to  the 
Combe  des  Villards  and  La  Chambre 
Rte.  154).  Glacier  passes  N.  of  the 
N.  peak,  and  between  the  two  peaks 
of  the  Grandes  Bousses  afford  fine 
direct  rtes.  to  Bourg  d’Oisans. 
Either  of  the  two  highest  peaks 
(11,395  ft.)  may  be  reached  in  7  or 
8  hrs.  from  St.  Jean  d’Arves  by  way 
of  the  Col  d’Ornon,  and  the  descent 
may  be  made  to  Bourg  d’Oisans, 
which  is  a  more  convenient  starting- 
point  (Rte.  159  .  The  view  from 
the  summit  is  very  extensive,  and 
well  rewards  the  labour  of  the 
ascent,  which  is  quite  free  from 
difficulty  to  mountaineers.]  The  Col 
d’Arves  might  be  avoided  by  follow¬ 
ing  the  course  of  the  Arvan  ;  but 
that  stream  makes  a  great  detour  to 
the  1.  between  Fontcouverte  and 
St.  Jean  d’Arves.  The  rte.  beyond 
leads  nearly  due  S.  over  wide  and 
luxuriant  pastures  to  a  second  grassy 
col.  Col  d’Grnon,  whence  the  traveller 
traverses,  by  a  path,  round  the  head 
of  the  Arvan  valley  (attainable  from 
St.  Jean  d’Arves  by  a  long  and  cir¬ 
cuitous  route  past  St.  Sorlin  d’Arves), 
and  ascends  some  steep  zigzags  in 
order  to  reach,  in  4  hrs.  from  St. 
Jean  d’Arves,  the  old  frontier 
between  Savoy  and  France  at  the 
point  called  the  Col  des  Pres  Nouveaux, 
7423  ft.  above  the  sea,  a  little  to  the 
E.  of  the  great  mountain  mass  of 


the  Ch'andes  Rousses.  The  path  then 
descends  through  pastures  even 
more  luxuriant  than  those  of  the 
Maurienne,  by  the  side  of  theValette, 
a  tributary  of  the  Romanche  ;  and, 
after  mounting  the  ridge  on  the  1. 
bank  of  this  river,  comes  down  upon 
Besse,  a  miserable  and  filthy  village 
about  2|  hrs.  from  the  col ;  and  then, 
passing  through  Mizoen,  hits  the 
great  road  a  little  above  Le  Freney, 
which  is  hr.  from  Besse.  From 
Freney  to  Bourg  d’Oisans  is  a  2 
hrs.’  walk,  7I  m.  If,  however,  the 
traveller  be  bound  forthe  Vallon  du 
Veneon,  it  is  better  not  to  go  to 
Bourg,  but  proceed  from  Freney  to 
Venoscj  by  the  col  of  the  same  name, 
a  journey  of  about  3  hrs.  Almost  all 
the  way  from  St.  Jean  de  Maurienne 
to  Venose  the  mountains  are  com¬ 
posed  of  a  black  argillaceous  shale, 
which  doubtless  produces  the  luxu¬ 
riance  of  vegetation. 

From  St.  Jean  d’Arves,  the  Col 
de  Martignare  and  Col  de  Vinfernet 
(8826  ft.),  commanding  a  superb 
view  of  the  Meije  range,  lead  to 
La  Grave  on  the  Lautaret  road,  15} 
m.  above  Bourg  d’Oisans.  The  Col 
Lombard  is  a  very  easy  glacier  pass  at 
the  foot  of  the  Southern  Aiguille 
d’Arves,  and  leads  from  St.  Jean 
d’Arves  by  the  Arvette  glen  direct  to 
La  Grave.  From  it  the  S.  Aiguille  can 
be  ascended  with  great  difficulty, 
the  Aiguilles  de  la  Saussaz  and  the 
Aiguille  du  Goleon  with  great  ease 
(see  next  Rte.). 

Mountaineers  can  pass  the  gaps 
between  the  Aiguilles  d’Arves  from 
St.  Jean  d’Arves  to  Valloire,  to  which 
easier  passes  lie  over  the  steep 
range  to  the  N.  of  the  Aiguilles, 
sej^arating  the  two  valleys. 


ROUTE  158  a. 

ST.  MICHEL  TO  THE  COL  DU  LAU¬ 
TARET,  BY  VALLOIRE  AND  THE 
COL  DU  GALIBIER. 

This  is  an  important  carriage- 
road,  made  for  military  purposes. 
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The  fine  zigzag  road  through  plea¬ 
sant  woods  and  meadows,  command¬ 
ing  fine  views  of  the  ranges  beyond 
the  Arc  and  the  glaciers  of  the  A.  de 
Peclet  and  its  glaciers  opposite, 
climbs  the  hillside  S.  of  St.  Michel 
towards  the  chapel  of  the  Trois 
Croix  (fine  view  of  Aigs.  d’Arves 
and  Ecrins),  whence  a  path  de¬ 
scends  to  Valloire,  3  hrs.  from  St. 
Michel.  [Twenty  min.  below  the 
chapel  the  new  road  bears  away 
to  the  rt.  from  the  old  foot-path 
before  traversing  by  a  short  tun¬ 
nel  the  crest  dividing  the  Arc 
valley  from  the  Combe  de  Valloire. 
On  the  culminating  point  of  this 
ridge  an  important  fortress  has  been 
constructed.  The  Valloire  valley  in 
its  lower  portion,  is  a  deep  and  sa¬ 
vage  gorge.  Terraces  cut  in  very  steep 
hillsides  lead  to  a  shoulder,  whence 
the  road,  rejoining  that  from  the 
chapel  at  Le  Clos,  descends  gently 
into  the  fertile  village-studded  basin 
of  Valloire  (4692  ft.).  [Valloire  is  a 
good  centre  for  a  short  stay.  Among 
the  many  ascents  to  be  made  from 
it,  the  following  are  recommended, 
Pointe  de  la  Grande  Chihle,  (9633  ft., 
4 1  hrs.),  and  the  Aiguille  de  I’Epais- 
seur  (10,633  ft.,  5 1  hrs.).  The  Roche  du 
Grand  Gcdibier  (10,636  ft.)  is  better 
ascended  from  the  Lautaret,  but  can 
be  reached  in  6  or  7  hrs.  from 
Valloire  by  the  great  snow  couloir 
so  well  seen  from  near  that  village.] 

Above  Valloire  the  road  follows 
the  stern  and  stony  valley,  passing 
first  the  opening  of  the  glen  leading 
up  to  the  bold  peaks  of  the  Aiguilles 
d’Arves  and  then  the  glen  which 
leads  to  the  Col  du  Goleon. 

[The  Aiguilles  dJ Arves^  three  sharp 
rock  pinnacles  (central  and  highest 
peak  11,529  ft.\  have  all  yielded  to 
the  assaults  of  Mr.  Coolidge.  There 
is  a  pass  between  the  N.  and  central 
Aiguille  by  which  St.  Jean  d’Arves 
may  be  reached.  The  descent  is 
through  a  couloir,  and  over  steep 
slopes  of  rocks  and  shale,  sometimes 
well  covered  with  snow  early  in 
the  season. 

By  the  Col  du  Goleon,  command¬ 


ing  from  the  summit  a  glorious 
view  (extended  by  climbing  along 
the  ridge  to  the  N.  in  r|  hr.  to  the 
Pointe  de  V Argentiere  10,630  ft.).  La 
Grave  may  be  reached  in  6|  hrs. 
from  Valloire.] 

The  ascent  to  the  Col  du  Galibier 
becomes  steep  at  La  Charmette 
whence  there  is  a  pass.  Col  de  la 
Ponsonniere,  to  Monestier,  and  an¬ 
other  the  Col  des  Rochilles  to  Nevache 
in  the  Clairee  valley  and  so  to 
Brian9on).  After  several  zigzags, 
the  upper  pasturages  are  attained, 
but  it  is  some  time  before  the  final 
ridge  comes  into  sight.  The  road 
mounts  to  it  by  more  zigzags.  Near 
the  summit  the  botanist  will  find 
many  rare  plants. 

The  Col  du  Galibier  (8721  ft.)  is  the 
second  in  height  of  all  Alpine  car¬ 
riage-roads,  being  only  inferior  to 
the  Stelvio.  It  commands  a  superb 
view  of  the  Dauphine  Alps  ;  Monte 
Vise  and  Mont  Blanc  are  also  visible. 
A  tunnel  has  recently  been  pierced 
under  the  Col  to  avoid  the  traverse 
of  the  exposed  summit  ridge  in 
winter.  A  long  and  easy  descent 
leads  in  zigzags  to  the  road  of  the 
Col  du  Lautaret,  a  mile  below  the 
Hospice,  but  pedestrians  can  bear 
to  the  r.  from  the  Mandeife  chalets 
and  descend  by  pastures  to  the 
Hospice  on  the  Col  du  Lautaret  it¬ 
self  (i  hr.^. 

From  Valloire  to  the  Lautaret  hos¬ 
pice  is  about  6  hrs.’  easy  walking. 
It  is  doubtful  whether  any  carriage 
would  be  found  at  Valloire,  but  it 
would  be  possible  to  drive  from 
Monestier  to  that  village  in  the 
opposite  direction. 


ROUTE  159. 

GRENOBLE  TO  BRIAN(;;ON,  BY 
BOURG  d’oISANS  AND  THE  COL 
DU  LAUTARET. 

Miles. 

Grenoble. 

...  Vizille  (,rly.) 

T  t  2 
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Bourg  d’Oisans 
Le  Freney 
La  Grave 
Col  du  Lautaret 
Monestier  de 
Brianeon 
Briancoii 


This  road  skirts  the  N.  side  of  the 
loftiest  district  of  the  Dauphine  Alps, 
or  group  of  Mont  Pelvoux,  and  abounds 
in  grand  and  romantic  scenery. 

Grenoble  ( Graiianopolis),  the  chief 
city  in  the  Dept,  de  I’lsere,  beauti¬ 
fully  situated  at  the  confluence  of 
the  Isere  and  Drac  (Pop.  52,484',  is 
described  in  the  Handbook  foe 
France  (Rte.  131^  The  pedestrian 
may  walk  from  Eourg  to  Brian9on  in 
13  lirs.,  and  the  scenery  will  amply 
repay  him. 

[A  rte.  may  be  followed  over  the 
mountains  to  Bourg  by  the  Baths 
of  Uriage  a  very  popular  water¬ 
ing-place  (1358  ft.,  7|  m.  from 
Grenoble^,  from  which  several  ex¬ 
cursions  may  be  made,  one  of  which 
is  the  ascent  of  the  Croix  de  Belle- 
donne  ('9457  ft.\  3j  hrs.  below  the 
top  of  which  is  the  little  moun¬ 
tain  inn  of  La  Pra.  From  this  moun¬ 
tain  a  descent  can  be  made  to  the 
Combe  d’Olle,  which  opens  into  the 
Lautaret  road  5  m.  from  Bourg.] 

There  is  a  circuitous  rly.  from 
Grenoble  by  Gap,  to  Brian9on  ;  but 
the  distance  by  this  rte.  is  about 
double,  and  through  a  less  interest¬ 
ing  country,  whilst  that  by  the  Col 
du  Lautaret  abounds  in  the  finest 
scenery.  To  save  this  distance,  Na¬ 
poleon  commenced  in  1808  the  road 
over  this  pass,  and  many  magnifi¬ 
cent  works  were  constructed  upon 
it,  but  after  his  abdication  it  was 
abandoned,  and  it  was  only  com¬ 
pleted  in  1861.  For  some  distance 
from  Grenoble  it  traverses  a  plain, 
through  avenues,  to  the  village  of 
Pont  de  Claix,  where  there  is  a 
remarkable  bridge  of  a  single  arch, 
built  away  from  the  original  course 
of  the  Drac,  which  was  diverted  to 
it.  The  road  thence  continues  along 
the  banks  of  the  Romanche  to 


Vizille  Stat.  on  the  Gap  rly. 
The  town  is  2  m.  E.  It  is  considered 
as  the  cradle  of  the  first  French 
Revolution,  for  here  the  representa¬ 
tives  of  the  municipalities  of  Dau¬ 
phine  first  made  a  declaration  that 
they  would  pay  no  taxes  unless 
voted  by  the  States  General.  This 
was  done  in  the  Tennis  Court  or 
‘  salle  du  jeu  de  Pauine  ’  of  the 
Chateau.  The  Chateau,  now  the 
property  of  the  Perier  family,  was 
rebuilt  i  1610-23  by  the  constable 
Lesdiguieres,  and  restored  by  M. 
Perier,  the  brother  of  the  minister, 
who  established  the  cotton-spinning 
and  calico-printing  works.  In  1825 
and  1865  it  was  partly  destroyed  by 
fire. 

The  road  ascends  the  r.  bank  of 
the  Romanche  through  the  narrow, 
but  beautiful  and  well-wooded  Comhe 
de  Gavet,  which  runs  with  nearly 
the  same  wild  character  into  the 
heart  of  the  mountains,  between  the 
Belledonne,  N.,  and  Taillefer,  S.  In 
some  places  it  widens  enough  for  the 
establishment  of  a  village  or  a  ham¬ 
let  :  of  these,  Sechilienne  (whence 
the  Taillefer,  9387  ft.,  so  conspicuous 
from  Grenoble,  is  easily  accessible 
in  8  hrs.,  and  Bourg  d’Oisans  may 
be  reached  by  descending  on  the 
other  side  to  Ornon\  Gavet,  and 
Livet  are  the  principal.  This  re¬ 
markable  ravine  or  comhe,  extends 
from  Vizille  to  Bourg  d’Oisans.  It 
is  within  record  that  a  large  lake 
was  formed  in  the  basin  of  Bourg, 
in  the  12th  cent.,  by  the  falling  of  a 
mountain  into  this  narrow  gorge. 
A  vast  heaj)  of  earth  and  rocks 
dammed  the  river,  and  the  waters 
accumulated  in  a  lake,  of  which  the 
surface  was  3  leagues  long,  and  i 
wide,  and  the  depth  from  60  to  80  ft. 
This  happened  inii8i,  but  in  Sept. 
1219,  it  burst  its  barrier,  swept 
away  in  its  fury  everything  that  it 
touched,  rapidly  passed  into  the 
Drac  and  Isere,  then,  flowing  over 
the  plain  below  the  two  rivers,  sub¬ 
merged  a  great  part  of  Grenoble. 
At  the  village  of  Sables  the  valley 
turns  at  a  rt.  angle  S.,  and  is  joined 
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from  the  N.  by  the  Combe  d'Olle, 
which  runs  up  to  the  group  of  moun¬ 
tains  called  the  Grandes  Roiisses  (Rte. 
158).  [This  IS  exceedingly  prolific 
in  ores.  From  Allemont,  2  m.  from 
Sables,  the  Gd'andPic  de  Belledonne  {g68i 
ft.)  is  accessible  in  5  or  6  hrs.  (very 
fine  view).  2|  hrs.  above  Allemont 
(the  chief  village),  are  the  Chalanches 
mineSj  where  gold,  silver,  iron,  cop¬ 
per,  and  several  other  metals  have 
been  found.  From  the  head  of  this 
valley  the  Sept  Laux  (Seven  Lakes), 
the  Baths  of  Allevard,  or  La  Cham- 
))re  on  the  Mt.  Cenis  road  may  be 
reached  (Rte.  154).] 

5  m.  from  Sables  is 

Bourg  d’Oisans,  situated  on  the 
1.  bank  of  the  river,  2392  ft.  above 
the  sea,  on  a  mountain-girt  j^lain, 
from  which  precipices  of  purple 
shale  and  grey  limestone  rise  to  a 
height  of  1000  ft.  To  the  W.,  on 
the  face  of  these  clifis,  are  the  gokl 
mines  of  Gardette,  which  have  been 
worked  from  an  early  period,  and 
above  them  the  small  Glacier  de 
Villard  Eymond  with  pass  to  Le 
Perier  on  the  Col  d’Ornon  road. 
The  vegetation  of  the  valley  is  re¬ 
markably  rich  ;  and  the  clifts  ex¬ 
hibit  in  some  places  extraordinary 
instances  of  tortuous  stratification. 
On  approaching  Bourg,  the  lofty 
pastures  of  the  Mont  de  Lans,  not 
yet  visible,  close  the  head  of  the 
valley,  and  divide  the  torrent  issu¬ 
ing  from  the  dark  gorge  of  the 
Veneon  from  that  of  the  Romanche, 
which  flows  from  the  defile  of 
Tlnfernet. 

[From  Bourg  a  carriage-road, 
abounding  in  fine  scenery,  leads  in 
28|  m.  by  the  Col  d’Ornon  to  La  Mure. 
Handbook  for  France  (Rte.  134).] 

This  is  a  starting-point  for  the 
exploration  of  t\\e  Dmqohine  Alps,  and 
other  excursions  can  be  made  to  the 
Combe  d’Olle  or  the  Grandes  Rousses. 

The  latter  group  of  mountains  lies 
to  the  N.E.,  extends  about  8  m.,  and 
rises  in  2  peaks  to  11,395  ft.  The 
highest  and  most  northerly  was 
ascended  by  Messrs.  Mathews  and 
Bonney  in  1863,  by  the  Glacier  de 


la  Cochette  on  the  N.W.  side.  It 
can  be  reached  without  difficulty 
from  St.  Jean  d’Arves  (Rte.  158  , 
but  is  best  climbed  from  the  Club 
hut  near  the  Lac  de  la  Fare  6  hrs. 
above  Bourg  d’Oisans.  The  S.  peak 
is  also  accessible  from  both  sides. 
Both  summits  command  very  ex¬ 
tensive  views.  A  fine  excursion 
may  be  made  to  the  Lac  Blanc  on  the 
S.W.  fiank  of  the  group  in  4  hrs., 
and  a  descent  can  be  made  to  Le 
Freney.  The  path  crosses  the  bridge 
at  Bourg  d’Oisans  and  ascends  N. 
to  the  village  of  Iluez. 

The  DaupMne  Alps,  of  which  the 
northern  flank  rises  superbly  some 
9000  ft.  above  the  i^lain  of  Bourg 
d’Oisans,  attain  their  greatest  height 
about  the  centre  in  the  Pointe  des 
Ecrins,  13,462  ft. 

These  mountains,  formerly  known 
as  the  Mont  Pelroax  group,  because 
that  peak  was  long  supj^osed  to  be  the 
highest  point,  occuj)y  an  extensive 
district  between  the  rivers  Durance, 
Romanche,  and  Drac,  and  attain  an 
elevation  nearly  1000  ft.  above  that 
of  Monte  Viso,  the  summit  of  the 
neighbouring  Cottian  Alps.  As  a 
chain  they  are  extremely  irregular, 
and  their  deep  and  tortuous  valleys 
descend  towards  every  point  of  the 
compass.  Several  of  the  chief  sum¬ 
mits,  however,  are  arranged  in  a 
line  running  N.  and  S.  Near  this, 
commencing  at  the  N.W.,  are  the 
splendid  peaks  of  the  Meije,  or  Aig. 
du  Midi  de  la  Grave  (13,081  ft.),  and  the 
Rdteau  (12,317  ft.)  ;  on  it  are  the 
Grande  Ruine  (12,317  ft.),  the  Rocire 
Faurio  (12,192  ft.\  and  the  Pointe 
des  Ecrins,  the  highest  peak  of 
the  range,  and,  before  the  annexa¬ 
tion  of  Mont  Blanc,  in  France 
(13,462  ft.).  S.  of  this  point  are  the 
Pic  Coolidge  (12,323  ft.\  and  the  Pic 
d’Ailefroide  (12,989  ft.)  (correctly 
Alefroide),  a  magnificent  pyramid 
of  rock,  as  black  as  night,  and  witli 
precipices  which  rival  those  of  thi^ 
Matterhorn.  To  the  E.  of  the  Aile- 
froide  are  the  Pic  Sans  Nom  (12,845 
ft.),  and  3Iont  Pelvoux  (12,973  ft.  . 
From  the  S.  extremity  of  this  chain, 
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8no^vy  ranges  extend  W.,  including 
the  splendid  summit  of  Les  Bans 
1,11,979  ft.),  and  the  Pic  d’Olan 

(11,739  ft.),  a  grand  rocky  peak, 
very  difficult  of  access  ;  and  from  the 
centre,  to  the  N.  of  Les  Ecrins,  the 
graceful  Montague  des  Agneaux  (12,008 
ft.)  rises  to  the  E.  In  these  are  the 
sources  of  the  Romanche.  From 
Les  Ecrins  a  shorter  ridge,  the 
CrUe  de  VEncula  (12,399  ft.\  stretches 
eastward,  and  separates  two  great 
ice-fields — the  Glacier  Blanc  on  the 
N.,  the  Glacier  Noir  on  the  S. 

[An  excursion  can  be  made  to  La 
Berarde,  at  the  foot  of  Les  Ecrins,  by 
the  Vail  on  du  Veneon,  which  from 
Bourg  appears  to  be  the  continua¬ 
tion  of  the  valley  of  the  Romanche. 
There  is  a  carriage  road  to  beyond 
Venose  (6|  m.,)  where  mules  may 
])e  obtained. 

From  Venose  a  traveller  who  is 
going  to  the  Col  du  Lautaret  can 
cross  the  Col  de  VAlpe  or  de  Venose  in 
3  hrs.  to  Le  Freney,  and  save  the  de¬ 
tour  by  Bourg  d’Oisans.  It  is  a  beau¬ 
tiful  walk,  and  to  a  botanist  most 
interesting,  as  the  pastures  are 
singularly  rich  in  flowering  plants. 
It  passes  to  the  W.  of  the  great 
Glacier  du  Mont  de  Bans,  a  conspicuous 
feature  in  all  views  of  this  group  of 
mountains  from  the  N.  It  stretches 
E.  nearly  6  m.,  in  a  billowy  plateau, 
from  a  peak  called  the  Jandri  to  the 
Bateau^  sloping  gently  to  ice-falls 
which  overhang  the  Combe  de 
Malaval. 

2  hrs.  from  Venose  (partly  by  a 
char-road)  is  St.  Christophe  (4623 
ft.).  In  the  village  churchyard 
lies  Emil  Zsigmondy,  of  Vienna, 
who  perished  on  the  Meije  in  1885 
(see  below). 

The  wild  Val  du  Diable  (or  Vail  on 
de  la  Selle)  falls  in  from  the  E.,  and 
leads  in  io|  hrs.  by  the  glacier  pass 
of  the  Col  de  la  Lauze  to  La  Grave. 

From  St.  Christophe,  the  ascent 
of  the  Aiguille  du  Plat  (11,818  ft.\ 
may  be  made  direct  in  5^  hrs.  View 
extremely  fine.  The  Tele  de  Lauranoure 
(10,962  ft.),  and  the  TUe  des  Fetoules 
(11,369  ft.),  both  so  well  seen  oppo¬ 


site  St.  Christophe,  may  be  ascended 
in  4^  and  6|  hrs.  respectively. 

From  St.  Christophe,  rarely  tra¬ 
versed  passes  lead  over  to  the  wild 
Valsenestre  and  Val  Jouffrey  on  the 
S.  side  of  the  main  group. 

A  little  higher  up  (about  i  hr.( 
the  glen  of  La  Lavey  runs  S.  to  the 
Col  de  la  Muande,  approached  by  a 
glacier  on  the  N.  side,  but  with  an 
easy  descent  to  the  Val  Gaudemar 
;  9  hrs.\ 

The  main  valley,  now  turning  E., 
presents  an  extraordinary  scene  of 
ruin.  A  mountain  has  fallen,  and 
the  mule-path,  rising  in  some  places 
like  a  staircase,  winds  through  a 
chaos  of  rocks.  The  Pointe  des 
Ecrins  becomes  a  magnificent  object 
at  the  head  of  the  valley.  In  about 
3  hrs.  from  St.  Christophe  the 
traveller  reaches  the  hamlet  of 

La  Berarde  (5702  ft.),  which  for 
savage  grandeur  of  scenery  may  vie 
with  any  village  in  the  Alps.  Shut 
in  by  granite  cliffs,  it  stands  at  the 
junction  of  the  valleys  of  Pilatte 
and  Etan9ons,  under  the  Glacier  de 
la  Bonne  Pierre,  which  streams 
down  between  Les  Ecrins  and  the 
Roche  Faurio  (12,192  ft.).  Rt.  and  1. 
of  Les  Ecrins  a  range  of  rock  peaks, 
the  back-bone  of  the  group,  extends  ; 
N.  by  the  Roche  Faurio,  the  Tele  de 
Charnb'e  and  Grande  Ruine  to  the 
Meije  ;  S.  by  the  Pic  CooUdge  to  the 
fine  peak  of  the  Ailefroide  (12,989 
ft.\  which  rises  W.  of  ML  Pelvoux. 
Many  high  passes  lead  from  La 
Berarde  (Rte.  i6ob] 

From  Bourg  d’Oisans  to  Brianfon, 
a  distance  of  38^  m.,  is  easily  ac¬ 
complished  in  the  day  in  a  char, 
changing  at  La  Grave. 

About  3  m.  beyond  Bourg 
d’Oisans  the  road  reaches  the  end 
of  the  plain,  at  the  confluence  of 
the  Veneon  with  the  Romanche, 
and,  crossing  the  Pont  St.  Guillermo, 
enters  the  gorge  of  Infemet,  shut  in 
by  nearly  vertical  rocks  of  gneiss. 
It  is  carried  along  the  1.  bank,  and 
high  above  the  torrent  on  terraces 
and  through  tunnels,  of  which  one, 
a  fine  engineering  work,  is  197 
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yards  in  length.  Above  the  second 
tunnel  may  be  seen,  though  much 
defaced,  the  gateway,  cut  in  the 
rock,  through  which  passed  the 
original  Roman  road  at  a  much 
higher  level.  This  tremendous 
defile  opens  at  Le  Freney  into  a 
sterile  valley  thickly  covered  with 
rocks  of  enormous  size  which  have 
fallen  from  the  mountains,  and  are 
interspersed  with  a  few  trees  and  a 
scanty  cultivation.  [From  Le  Fre- 
ney,  the  Col  desPtes  Nouveaux  leads  to 
St.  Jean  d’Arves  (Rte.  158),  while 
Clavans,  at  the  head  of  the  same 
valley,  is  a  good  starting-point  to 
explore  the  chain  of  the  Grandes 
Rousses.]  Higher  up  this  wild  glen 
is  the  hamlet  of 

Le  Dauphin.  Above  it  the 
traveller  enters  the  Combe  de  Malaval, 
a  nearly  straight  ravine  of  un¬ 
equalled  wildness,  bounded  by  the 
precipitous  bases  of  mountains, 
seemingly  though  not  really  in¬ 
accessible,  and  crowned  by  fields  of 
ice  of  which  glimpses  are  obtained 
through  lateral  gorges. 

Numerous  streams  descend  in  falls 
from  the  Glacier  du  Mont  de  Lans, 
and  foaming  over  a  steej)  talus  of 
debris,  cross  the  road,  and  add  to 
the  fury  of  the  Romanche.  Close  to 
Les  Freaux,  a  magnificent  cataract, 
springing  from  the  top  of  the 
precipice,  is  called  Le  Saut  de  la 
Pucelle  from  the  common  story  of  a 
peasant-girl  leaping  down  unhurt, 
to  escape  the  violence  of  a  chasseur. 

Still  further  up  the  valley,  on  the 
S.  side,  are  the  lead-mines  of  Les 
Freaux,  the  adits  of  which  are  seen 
high  upon  the  side  of  the  moun¬ 
tain. 

At  the  head  of  this  savage  glen 
the  road  rises  to 

La  Grave  en  Oisans,  a  small 
village,  beautifully  situated  on  a 
rock  at  a  height  of  5000  ft.,  and  in 
full  view  of  the  precipices,  pinna¬ 
cles,  and  glaciers  of  the  Meije,  or 
Aig.  du  Midi  de  la  Grave,  and  the  long 
arete  of  the  Bateau.  The  prospect 
from  the  little  inn  is  one  of  the 


noblest  roadside  views  in  the  Alps  ; 
it  is  still  better  seen  from  the  15th 
cent,  church,  which  in  itself  is 
worth  looking  at. 

[S.  are  the  glacier  passes  of  the 
Col  de  la  Lauze  to  St.  Christophe  ; 
Breche  de  la  Meije  (very  fine)  and  Col 
du  Clot  des  Cavales  to  La  Berarde  (Rte. 
160)  ;  Col  du  Glacier  Blanc  and  the 
easier  Col  Emile  Pic  to  Vallouise,  fol¬ 
lowing  the  Romanche  to  its  source. 

N.  is  the  pass  of  the  Col  du  Goleon, 
in  10  hrs.  to  St.  Michel,  while  the 
easy  glacier  pass  of  the  Col  Lom¬ 
bard,  or  the  wild  but  not  difficult 
Col  de  Vinfernet  (8826  ft.,  with  a  splen¬ 
did  view\  lead  in  about  12  hrs. 
to  St.  Jean  de  Maurienne  (see  Rte. 
158).  The  Aiguilles  cVArve  (11,529 
ft.),  are  fine  peaks,  to  the  N.  of  La 
Grave,  and  may  be  well  seen  by  as¬ 
cending  the  Aiguille  du  Goleon  (11,251 
ft.),  a  rough  but  not  difficult  climb 
of  5  hrs.  from  La  Grave.  The 
Bateau  (12,317  ft.)  is  accessible  from 
La  Grave  by  the  E.  arete,  and  the 
descent  may  be  made  either  to  La 
Berarde  or  to  St.  Christophe  (an  in¬ 
teresting  climb).  The  Pic  de  la  Grave 
(12,051  ft.)  may  be  reached  in  2  hrs., 
by  its  W.  face,  from  the  Col  de  la 
Lauze  (a  pass  destined  to  become  the 
Strahleck  of  Bauphine'),  and  com¬ 
mands  a  fine  view.  The  Grande  Buine 
(12,317  ft.)  may  be  climbed  on  the 
way  to  La  Berarde. 

The  Plateau  d’Emparis  above  the 
village,  commands  one  of  the  finest 
possible  views  of  the  Meije  (13,081 
ft.),  of  which  the  W.  pinnacle,  no 
unworthy  rival  of  the  Aig.  du  Dm 
at  Chamonix,  was  ascended  for  the 
first  time,  in  1877,  from  the  head  of 
the  Vallon  des  Etan9ons  by  a 
French  officer,  M.  de  Castelnau, 
with  the  two  Gaspards  of  St. 
Christophe.  In  1885  it  was  reached 
without  guides  by  the  very  difficult 
E.  ridge,  by  HerrPurtscheller  of  Salz¬ 
burg,  and  the  brothers  Zsigmondy,  of 
Vienna,  one  of  the  latter  losing  his 
life  a  few  days  later  while  t^ing  a 
new  route  from  the  S.  ;  and  in  1885 
it  was  also  gained  from  the  N.V . 
by  Monsieur  C.  Verne,  of  Grenoble. 


636 


EOUTE  159. — GRENOBLE  TO  BRIANgON. 


In  1888  the  peak  was  scaled  by  an 
English  lady,  and  in  1890  by  a 
French  rival.  The  Pic  Central  (13,025 
ft.)  has  been  ascended  from  La 
Grave.  An  easy  and  recommended 
excursion,  for  the  enjoyment  of  fine 
scenery,  may  be  made  on  the  great 
Glacier  de  Lans,  from  which  it  is 
quite  possible  to  descend  either  to 
Le  Freney  or  to  St.  Christophe.] 

On  leaving  La  Grave  the  road 
leads  abruptly  to  a  turn  in  the  val¬ 
ley  which  overlooks  a  very  fine  fall 
of  the  Romanche,  all  its  waters 
being  poured  into  a  deep  abyss.  The 
road  passes  2  galleries,  of  which  the 
second  (1968  ft.  in  length)  is  arti¬ 
ficially  lit,  before  reaching 

Villard  d’Ardne,  a  wretched 
village  ;  but  for  the  geologist  it  has 
a  very  interesting  section  of  granite 
or  gneiss  overlying  limestone.  The 
Romanche  is  here  left  to  the  rt., 
where  it  descends  a  long  valley 
from  its  source  in  an  ice-cave  of  the 
Glacier  d’ Arsine.  At  the  head  of 
that  valley  is  the  difficult  Col  clu 
Glacier  Blanc  to  Vallouise,  and  on 
its  E.  side  a  direct  path  by  the 
grassy  Col  cVArsine  (7874  ft.\  to 
Monestier.  The  road  now  ascends 
in  zigzags  to  the 

Coldu  Lautaret,  on  the  ridge  which 
divides  the  valley  of  the  Romanche 
from  that  of  the  Guisanne.  It  is 
6808  ft.  above  the  sea ;  covered 
with  the  most  beautiful  pasturage, 
and  one  of  the  richest  spots  in 
Dauphine  for  the  botanist. 

On  the  summit  is  a  Maison 
Hospitaliere,  one  of  those  founded 
by  Humbert  II.  in  the  nth  cent.  ; 
and  close  to  it  a  new  Hospice  (fair 
accommodation)  erected  in  1864. 
The  view  of  the  Meije  and  of  other 
peaks,  streaming  with  ice,  is 
magnificent.  To  the  N.  is  the  Col  clu 
Galibier,  a  pass,  lately  converted  into 
a  carriage-road,  leading  to  Valloire 
and  St.  Michel  (see  Rte.  158A).  A 
little  to  the  E.  of  the  col  is  the  fine 
peak  of  the  Roche  clu  Grand  Galibier 
1,10,636  ft.),  accessible  in  3^  hrs. 
from  the  hospice,  and  to  the  W.  is 
the  Pic  Trois  Eveches  (10,137  ft.). 


an  easy  climb  of  4  hrs.,  from  tlio 
hospice  whence  the  Pic  de  Combeynot 
(10,378  ft.)  to  the  S.  may  be  gained 
in  3I  hrs.  All  command  glorious 
views  on  all  sides. 

The  descent  is  steep  to  the  sterile 
upper  valley  of  the  Guisanne,  at  La 
Madeleine ;  lower  is  the  village  of  Le 
Gasset^  at  the  base  of  the  Glacier  du 
Casset ;  and  7  m.  from  the  col  are 
the 

Baths  of  Monestier,  4898  ft. 
above  the  sea,  with  2287  Inhab., 
and  sulphureous  springs.  Tlies<^ 
waters  have  a  temperature  of  104° 
to  122°,  and  are  both  drunk  and 
employed  in  baths  :  they  are  so 
abundant  that  they  are  emj^loyed  to 
turn  a  mill. 

[To  the  rt.  is  the  Col  de  VEychauda. 
an  easy  pass  from  Monestier  to  Val¬ 
louise,  with  grand  rocky  scenery, 
and  on  the  1.  Col  de  Buffere  to 
Nevache,  in  the  upper  valley  of  the 
Clairee  (a  lovely  spot),  more  directly 
accessible  from  Brian9on  by  char- 
road.J 

The  view  from  Monestier  is 
striking.  The  whole  course  of  the 
Guisanne  is  seen  to  Brian9on,  where 
the  forts  of  that  frontier  town  are 
piled  above  each  other  ;  and  beyond 
it  a  chain  of  lofty  mountains,  cul¬ 
minating  in  the  Rochebrune  (10,906 
ft.). 

The  valley  below  Monestier  ex¬ 
hibits  cultivation  ;  barley  is  grown, 
and  the  meadows,  by  irrigation,  are 
I  very  productive  ;  and,  after  the 
naked  and  sterile  rte.  from  L(‘ 
Dauphin  to  Monestier,  the  appeaj  - 
ance  of  trees  is  hailed  as  giving  the 
highest  charm  to  the  scenery. 

There  are  several  villages,  of 
which  the  principal  are  La  Salle, 
Chantemerle  (so  named  from  the 
number  of  blackbirds  that  frequent 
it),  and  St.  Chaffrey.  The  ap¬ 
proach  to  Brian9on  is  strikingly 
fine,  its  walls  and  forts  rising  above 
the  town,  to  that  on  the  Mont 
Internet  (7809  ft.). 

Briancon,  3  hrs.’  walk  from 
Monestier,  is  a  frontier  fortress  with 
gates  and  regular  defences,  and  a 
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very  strong  position  at  the  junction 
of  3  valleys,  and  at  a  height  of 
4334  It-  It  guards  the  road  into 
France  by  the  pass  of  the  Mont 
Gen^vre  and  valley  of  the  Durance. 
Rly.  to  Gap  and  Marseilles  (Hand¬ 
book  FOR  France,  Rte.  139).  A 
diligence  plies  daily  to  and  from 
Oulx  on  the  Mont  Cenis  Rly.  (Rte. 
161 ). 

Briancon  is  a  city  of  high 
antiquity.  Pliny  attributed  its 
foundation  to  the  Greeks,  who  were 
driven  from  the  borders  of  the  Lake 
of  Como  ;  others  have  given  its 
foundation  to  Bellovesus  or  Brennus. 
Ammianus  Marcellinus  calls  it 
Virgantia  Casfellum,  other  writers 
Brigantio  or  Brigantium.  It  held  a 
Roman  garrison.  St.  Ambrose  was 
here  on  his  way  to  Vienne  in 
Dauphine,  when  he  heard  of  the 
death  (,391)  of  the  Emperor  Valen- 
tinian  II.,  whom  he  was  going  to 
baptize. 

This  little  city  is  one  of  the 
smallest  in  France,  having  only 
5439  Inhab.  The  streets  are  nar¬ 
row  and  steep,  but  many  of  the 
houses  are  well  built.  It  boasts  of 
a  Grande  Place,  but  its  church  is 
not  worth  a  visit,  though  very  con¬ 
spicuous  when  approaching  from 
Monestier. 

The  town  itself  is  strong  from  its 
position  and  walls,  but  the  seven 
forts  which  guard  it  render  it  almost 
impregnable.  Between  the  city  and 
these  forts  there  is  a  bridge  over  the 
deep  bed  of  the  Durance,  which 
foams  beneath  precipices.  It  is  of 
bold  construction,  a  single  arch  of 
13 1  ft.  span,  184  ft.  above  the  torrent, 
and  was  built  in  1734,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Marechal  d’Asfeld. 
The  fort  called  the  Pointc  du  Jour  is 
1375  ft.  above  the  town  ;  2000  ft. 
above  it,  on  the  Mont  Inf ernet,  7809  ft. 
above  the  sea,  another  fort  has  been 
constructed.  Several  more  forts  are 
planned  or  in  construction,  and  fine 
roads  have  been  made  connecting 
them  with  the  town. 

Travellers  must  on  no  account  use 
sketch-  or  note-books  in  the  vicinity 


of  the  forts,  and  be  careful  to  be  pro¬ 
vided  with  passports. 

See  Handbook  for  France. 


ROUTE  160. 

BRIANCON  TO  LA  GRAVE,  BY  VAL- 

LOUISE,  LA  BJ^RARDE,  AND  THE 

GLACIER  PASSES. 

This  work  does  not  profess  to  give 
a  complete  account  of  the  recesses  of 
the  Dauphine  Alps,  for  which  the 
traveller  must  be  referred  to  the  work 
specially  framed  for  glacier  exjDlorers 
— MM.  Coolidge,  Duhamel,  and  Per¬ 
rin’s  Guide  du  Haul  Dauphine  (Gre¬ 
noble  1887,  supplement  issued  in 
1890).  All  that  is  sought  here  is  to 
direct  further  attention  to  their 
magnificent  scenery.  Nothing  but 
the  want  of  decent  accommodation 
has  hitherto  prevented  travellers 
exploring  a  group  of  snowy  Aljis 
ranking  next  in  height  and  import¬ 
ance  to  the  Bernese  Oberland.  Since 
the  creation  of  a  Tourists’  Society  at 
Grenoble,  and  of  a  French  Alpine 
Club,  with  local  sections  at  Grenoble, 
Brian9on,  and  Gap,  much  has  been 
done  to  facilitate  travel,  and  the 
opening  of  the  railway  to  Brian9on 
will  probably  attract  travellers  to 
the  district. 

It  must,  however,  be  admitted  that 
though  the  peaks  are  equal  in  their 
forms  to  any  in  the  Alps,  and  the 
glaciers  are  rivalled  only  in  a  few 
of  the  great  groups  of  the  Central 
Alps,  the  scenery  of  many  of  the 
valleys  is  singularly  dreary  and 
desolate,  and  on  this  account  the 
Dauphine  Alps  can  never  expect  to 
become  a  popular  resort. 

The  best  apj^roach  to  the  higher 
peaks  is  by  Bourg  d’Oisans  and  Ve- 
1  nose  on  the  ’W.  (Rte.  159),  or  by  Val- 
louise  on  the  S.E.  side. 

From  the  Argentiere  -  la  -  Bessee 
Stat.,  on  the  rly.  to  Gap,  a  good  road 
leads  up  a  fertile  and  picturesque 
open  valley  in  i|  hrs.  (6]  m.)  to 
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Ville  Vallouise  (3773  ft.).  An¬ 
other  road,  somewhat  shorter,  but 
only  fit  for  chars,  leaves  the  high 
road  at  Prelles,  and  skirts  the  hill¬ 
side  above  the  junction  of  the 
Gyronde  and  Durance,  gaining  from 
the  corner  a  fine  glimpse  of  tlie  Pel- 
voux. 

Ville  VaJlouise.  The  15th  cent.  ch. 
is  remarkable,  and  has  a  fine  i6th 
cent,  porch, 

[At  Ville  Vallouise  the  Val 
d’Entraigues  opens  W'.,  leading  by 
high  passes  to  Val  Gaudemar,  of 
which  the  most  used  is  the 

Col  du  Sellar.  The  last  chalets  are 
at  Entraigues,  and  the  final  ascent 
is  over  the  glacier,  or  up  steep 
granite  rocks  on  its  rt.  The  descent 
into  the  valley  of  the  Severaisse  is 
by  glacier  and  moraine.  Rough  inn 
at  the  highest  hamlet,  Le  Clot ; 
fair  quarters  at  La  Chapelle. 
the  chief  village  in  the  valley. 
Hence  to  Champoleon  and  Corps 
(see  Handbook  for  France,  Rtes. 
134  and  139).  The  double  col  of  the 
Pas  de  la  Cavale  leads  direct  from  Val¬ 
louise  to  Champoleon. 

The  Col  de  la  Pilatie  is  a  difficult  pass 
to  La  Berarde,  up  a  steep  couloir 
and  over  the  Gl.  de  la  Pilatte  at  the 
foot  of  LesBans  (i  1,979  ft.),  a  fine  peak 
somewhat  difficult  of  access.] 

A  good  char-road  leads  past  several 
villages  in  3  m.  to  Les  Claux,  where 
the  Vallouise  branches  1.  to  the 
hamlet  of  Ailefroide  and  Mt.  Pelvoux, 
rt,  to  Monestier  by  the  Col  de  I’Eychau- 
da  { 7970  ft.).  This  is  an  easy  pass  of 
5  hrs.  by  a  bridle-path,  and  has 
grand  rock  scenery  and  magnificent 
views  of  Mont  Pelvoux. 

The  situation  of  Les  Claux  is  very 
picturesque.  The  valley  is  rich  and 
smiling,  numerous  cascades  burst 
from  the  rocks,  and  the  noble  ice- 
crowned  cliffs  of  Mt.  Pelvoux  close 
the  view. 

Beyond  the  village,  the  mule-path 
crosses  the  stream  to  the  rt.  bank, 
and  ascends  steadily  through  a  very 
grand  and  well-wooded  defile  (a  sin¬ 
gular  feature  in  these  Alps)  to  (i| 
hr. )  the  chalets  of  Ailefroide,  at  the 


base  of  the  Pelvoux  and  the  junction 
of  the  Vallon  de  Celse  Nifere  (leading 
to  the  Col  du  Sele)  and  the  Combe 
de  St.  Pierre,  leading  to  the  Pr<5  de 
Madame  Carle. 

[Col  du  Sele  (10,837  ft-)  to  La 
Berarde,  about  8  hrs.’  actual  walking. 
From  Ailefroide  up  the  Combe  de 
Celse  Mere  to  the  Glacier  du  SMe  at 
its  head.  Then  by  debris  and  rocks 
on  the  N.  bank,  and  higher  up  by 
the  glacier.  Superb  view  in  the  de¬ 
scent  of  the  great  W.  precipice  of 
the  Ailefroide  and  its  crest  of 
jagged  pinnacles.  The  ice-fall  of  the 
Glacier  de  la  Pilatte  is  passed  by 
slopes  of  snow  and  debris  on  the  W. 
bank.  The  highest  point  of  the  Crete 
des  Bocufs  Rouges  (11,333  ft-)?  S.  of  the 
col  (reached  in  i]  hr.),  has  a  fine  view. 
From  the  head  of  this  valley  Mr. 
Coolidge,  in  1870,  made  the  first  as¬ 
cent  of  the  Ailefroide  (12,989  ft.),  the 
third  highest  peak  of  the  group. 

The  Mont  Pelvoux  (12,973  ft.\  first 
ascended  1828,  by  the  French  en¬ 
gineers  under  Commandant  Durand, 
has  been  likened  to  a  sugar-loaf, 
with  the  top  cut  off,  hollowed  out, 
and  filled  with  snow.  From  the 
rim  rise  3  points,  and  below  it  the 
mountain  sides  are  almost  every¬ 
where  precipitous.  From  Aile¬ 
froide.,  2j  hrs.  from  Ville  Vallouise, 
where  the  ascent  properly  begins, 
a  traveller  sees  above  him  some 
7000  ft.  of  apparently  vertical  cliffs. 

To  gain  the  summit  it  is  necessary 
to  pass  the  night  at  the  Refuge 
Puiseux,  a  cave  arranged  by  the 
French  Alpine  Club,  2  hrs.  above 
Ailefroide  and  7313  ft.  above  the 
sea.  Thence  the  mountain  slopes 
are  ascended  to  the  small  Glacier  du 
Clot  de  THomine  (it  can  be  crossed 
and  rocks  on  its  W.  ascended,  but  this 
route  is  longer  than  that  next  de¬ 
scribed).  Mr.  Tuckett  (in  1862' 
climbed  a  couloir  to  the  E.  of  it, 
then  the  higher  part  of  the  glacier, 
and  by  a  gully  on  the  rt.  to  the 
upper  snow-slopes,  and  the  summit, 
which  is  reached  in  5  hrs.  from  the 
Refuge.  The  view  is  most  magnifi¬ 
cent,  extending  to  Monte  Rosa  and 
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Mt.  Blanc,  while  the  Ailefroide  close 
by,  and  the  Monte  Vise,  40  m.  off, 
are  grand  features  of  the  prospect. 

In  the  Comhe  de  Celse  Niere  is  the 
cave  called  the  Balme  Chapelu,  or 
Beaume  des  Vaudois,  where  the  Pro¬ 
testants  of  Vallouise  were  destroyed 
at  the  time  of  the  Vaudois  persecu¬ 
tions  in  1488.  It  is  now  nearly 
blocked  up  by  rocks  which  have 
fallen.] 

The  path,  faintly  marked,  but  not 
very  rough,  ascends  steadily  through 
tine  savage  scenery  until  it  reaches 
the  edge  of  the  Pre  de  Madame  Carle  (a 
real  person  who  owned  this  and 
other  pasturages  in  the  Vallouise 
in  the  i6th  cent.),  a  plain  at  least  a 
mile  long,  entirely  strewn  with 
boulders  brought  down  by  the  tor¬ 
rents  which  fall  from  the  impending 
jVrecipices.  In  front  is  seen  the 
dirty  snout  of  the  well-named  Glacier 
Noir.  On  the  rt.  the  diminished 
skirts  of  the  Glacier  Blanc  hang 
over  a  breach  in  the  mountain  walls. 
The  CrUe  de  I’Encula,  or  Grande  Sagne 
{ 12,399  ft.),  towers  opposite,  while  to 
the  E.  rises  the  serrated  range  of 
Seguret  Foran  (11,375  ft.b 

Among  a  few  stunted  firs,  the 
French  Alpine  Club  constructed  a 
roomy  stone  cabin,  the  Refuge  Cezanne, 
1 1  hr.  above  Ailefroide.  This  was  a 
convenient  starting-place  for  moun¬ 
taineers,  at  the  junction  of  many 
superb  glacier  passes,  but  it  has  been 
allowed  to  fall  into  ruin. 

The  chief  of  these  passes  are 

a.  The  Col  de  la  Temple  to  La  Berarde, 
an  easy  glacier  pass  of  10,771  ft.,  be¬ 
tween  the  Pic  Coolidge  and  the 
Ailefroide.  The  Glacier  Noir  at  the 
base  of  Mont  Pelvoux  is  crossed. 
Then  the  higher  fields  of  the  glacier 
are  traversed  to  the  upper  plateau, 
from  which  a  couloir  and  rocks  are 
climbed  to  the  col.  Hence  the  view 
of  the  savage  cliffs  of  the  Ecrins  and 
Pelvoux,  is  superb.  The  descent  is 
by  the  Glacier  de  la  Temple,  and  its 
moraine,  in  2  hrs.  to  the  Club  hut 
near  the  Carrelet,  at  the  opening  of 
the  glen  into  the  Combe  de  la  Pi- 
latte,  I  hr.  above  La  Berarde. 


h.  The  Col  de  la  Coste  Bouge[  10,342  ft.^ 
is  a  shorter  and  lower  pass  from  the 
Glacier  Noir  to  La  Berarde  by  the 
Glacier  de  la  Coste  Rouge,  long 
known  to  the  people  of  the  country, 
which  has  unaccountably  fallen  into 
disuse.  It  is  the  easiest  of  all  the 
passes  across  this  range. 

c.  The  Col  des  Ecrins  ( 1 1,205  ft-)-  The 
ascent  is  up  the  Glacier  Blanc,  and 
under  the  N.  face  of  the  Ecrins.  It 
is  better  taken  from  La  Berarde, 
and  has  one  serious  obstacle — a  snow 
couloir  on  the  W.,  of  more  than 
1000  ft.  of  vertical  height,  the  rocks 
to  the  rt.  of  which  can,  however,  be 
climbed.  From  the  foot  of  the 
Glacier  Blanc  the  lower  rocks  of  the 
Encula  are  climbed.  The  glacier  is 
then  crossed  to  the  N.  bank,  where 
the  ascent  is  continued  past  the  club 
hut  called  Refuge  Tuckett  (whence  in 
4  lirs.  the  beautiful  Montagne  des 
Agneaux,  12,008  ft.,  is  best  reached), 
and  by  the  side  of  an  ice-fall  along 
slopes  of  snow  and  debris.  A  higher 
reach  of  the  glacier  leads  to  the  col, 
which  commands  a  noble  view  of 
the  topmost  crags  and  seracs  of  the 
Pointe  des  Ecrins.  On  the  other  side 
is  the  steep  couloir.  The  Glacier  de 
la  Bonne  Pierre  below  it  presents  no 
unusual  difficulties,  and  the  travel¬ 
ler  descends  by  it,  and  along  its 
moraine  to  the  Vallon  des  Etan9ons, 
at  a  point  i  m.  N.  of  La  Berarde. 

The  Pointe  des  Ecrins  (13,462  ft.\ 
the  Montagne  d'Oursine  of  Bourcet, 
was  first  ascended,  1864,  from  the 
Col  des  Ecrins,  by  Messrs.  Moore, 
Walker,  and  Whymper.  It  is  gener¬ 
ally  best  to  ascend  by  the  face  to  a 
point  on  the  arete  rather  E.  of  the 
summit,  and  then  along  the  final 
ridge.  It  is  now  more  usually  as¬ 
cended  from  the  S.  by  rocks  and 
snow  from  the  Col  des  Avalanches. 

d.  The  Col  Emile  Pic  ( 10,490  ft.)  is  an 
easy  and  beautiful  glacier  pass  from 
the  Glacier  Blanc  to  La  Grave  by 
the  Glacier  de  la  Plate  des  Agneaux. 

e.  Col  du  Glacier  Blanc  to  La  Grave,  a 
noble  glacier  pass  (10,854  ft.),  but 
difficult,  particularly  the  descent  of 
formidably  steep  and  unstable  rocks 
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to  the  Glacier  d’ Arsine  on  the  N. 
side.  It  is  tit  only  for  active  moun¬ 
taineers. 

La  Berarde  consists  of  a  few 
rude  houses,  in  a  singularly  savage 
situation,  and  is  the  highest  hamlet 
(5702  ft.)  in  the  valley  of  St.  Chris- 
tophe.  This  is  a  centre  for  innumer¬ 
able  excursions  for  fair  mountain¬ 
eers.  More  glacier  excursions  can  be 
made  from  La  Berarde  than  from 
any  other  village  in  the  Alps,  not 
even  excepting  Zermatt,  and  the 
opening  in  1887  of  the  excellent  little 
Chalet  Hotel  de  la  Societe  des  Tourist es 
dll  Dauphine  has  greatly  facilitated 
climbing  in  the  district. 

The  passes  to  the  N.  (La  Grave) 
have  been  already  described  (Ete. 
159).  To  the  S.,  beside  the  rtes.  to 
Vallouise  just  mentioned,  it  is  pos¬ 
sible  to  pass  to  the  Val  Gaudemar 
by  the  Col  du  Says  (10,289  ft.\  Col  du 
Chardon  (10,145  ft.)  or  Col  des  Routes 
(10,827  ft.),  none  of  which  offer  any 
unusual  difficulty.  From  the  latter 
pass  it  is  possible  to  reach  in  |  hr. 
the  Sommet  des  Rouies  (11,923  ft.), 
which  commands  a  very  grand  and 
extensive  view  on  all  sides,  and  is 
strongly  recommended  as  a  day’s 
excursion  from  La  Berarde. 

The  Fie  Coolidge  (12,323  ft.),  be¬ 
tween  the  Ecrins  and  the  Ailefroide, 
is  not  a  difficult  ascent,  and  is  the 
point  from  which  the  best  view  of 
the  basin  of  the  Glacier  Noir,  with 
its  magnificent  rampart  of  peaks,  is 
obtained.  Its  neighbour,  the  Fifre 
(12,238  ft.),  or  the  more  distant  Les 
Bans  (11,979  ft.),  offer  interesting 
scrambles  to  the  mountaineer. 

An  interesting  pass  ( Col  de  la  Lavey) 
leads  by  the  Gl.  du  Chardon,  S.  of 
Tete  de  I’Ftret  (11,690  ft.,  accessible 
from  the  pass),  to  the  Combe  de  la 
Lavey  and  St.  Christophe. 

A  good  excursion  from  La  Berarde 
is  the  ascent  of  the  highest  point  of 
Montague  de  Clot  Chdiel  (11,729  ft.) 
from  the  Glacier  du  Chardon,  return¬ 
ing  to  La  Berarde  by  the  glacier  and 
village  of  Les  Etages. 

On  the  N.  side  of  the  valley  the 
Plaret  (11,713  ft.),  and  Tete  de  la  Gan- 


doliere  (11,644  ft.),  are  easy  of  access; 
and  command  gorgeous  views. 

St.  Christophe  may  be  reached 
through  the  Val  des  Etangons,  by  a 
pass  {Breche  du  Rdteau)  between  the 
Rateau  and  Tete  du  Replat  and  the 
Glacier  de  la  Selle — a  pleasant  ex¬ 
cursion. 

The  Grande  Riiine  (12,317  ft.).  To 
ascend  the  Grande  Ruine  it  is  best 
if  coming  from  La  Berarde  over  the 
Col  de  la  Casse  Beserte,  to  desceiid 
from  it  and  pass  round  the  mountain, 
and  attack  it  from  the  N.  The  Meije 
appears  to  especial  advantage  from 
this  peak. 

The  Rdteau  (12,317  ft.)  may  be 
climbed  from  the  Val  des  Etan9ons 
by  its  S.  ridge. 

The  Meije  (13,081  ft.),  a  difficult 
climb,  and  the  Acrhis  (13,462  ft.)  are 
both  now  usually  ascended  from  the 
S.,  a  night  being  spent  out  in  one  or 
other  of  the  Club  huts. 

There  are  but  few  Excursions 
from  La  Berarde  for  ordinary  tour¬ 
ists,  and  those  not  willing  to  undergo 
great  fatigue.  Such  persons  should 
not,  however,  fail  to  walk  an  hour 
or  two  up  the  Vallon  des  Etangons  to 
get  a  view  of  the  wonderful  S.  wall 
of  the  Meije. 

The  Glaciers  de  la  Bonnepierre 
and  de  la  Pilatte  are  within  range 
of  an  easy  walk  ;  there  is  especially 
a  grassy  spot  (the  Carrelet)  at  the 
junction  of  the  Combe  du  Chardon 
and  Combe  de  la  Pilatte,  about 
hr.  from  La  Berarde,  whence  a 
splendid  view  of  the  precipices  of 
the  Ailefroide  (12,989  ft.)  can  be 
gained. 

A  path  was  constructed  by  tlie 
French  Alpine  Club  in  1878  up  the 
Tete  de  la  Maye  (8881  ft.)  (top  easily 
reached  in  2  hrs.  from  La  Berarde', 
the  Gorner  Grat  of  the  district,  tlie 
view  from  which  includes  all  the 
chief  summits  of  the  Dauphine 
group. 

A  most  tempting  rte.  for  a  moun¬ 
taineer  who  has  reached  La  Berarde 
by  one  of  the  passes  from  the  side  of 
Ville  Vallouise  is  the  Breche  de  la 
Meije  (11,054  ft.).  This  fine  glacier 
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pass,  discovered  in  1864,  leads  im¬ 
mediately  under  the  great  W.  pin¬ 
nacle  of  the  Meije.  This  was  con¬ 
quered  from  the  Glacier  des  Etan- 
90ns  in  1877  by  M.  de  Castelnau  with 
two  local  guides,  and  is  one  of  the 
longest  and  most  severe  rock-climbs 
in  the  Alps.  In  1885  a  second  way 
by  the  E.  ridge  was  found  to  the 
summit  by  some  daring  Austrian 
climbers,  one  of  whom.  Dr.  Emil 
Zsigmondy,  perished  a  few  days  [ 
after  in  another  attempt  on  the  S. 
face  of  the  peak. 

The  Vallon  des  Etaneons, 
through  which  the  traveller  ascends 
from  La  Berarde,  is  stony  and  de¬ 
solate,  and  but  for  the  remarkable 
view  of  the  Meije,  which  on  the  side 
from  which  it  has  been  climbed  1 
appears  absolutely  perpendicular, 
would  be  very  wearisome.  An  easy 
glacier  leads  to  the  low  rocky  cur¬ 
tain  uniting  the  Meije  and  the  Ba¬ 
teau.  Either  by  rocks  or  snow  this 
is  easily  climbed  from  the  S.,  but 
the  N.  face,  of  about  equal  height, 
and  usually  easy,  becomes  late  in 
the  season  a  bare  ice-wall.  The  gla- 
(der  which  hills  towards  La  Grave 
is  too  steep  and  broken  to  be  tra-  I 
versed,  and  a  way  has  to  be  found 
down  the  Enfetchores  rocks  on  its  i 
W.  side.  From  the  pass  there  is  a 
superb  view  S.  of  the  peaks  sur¬ 
rounding  La  Berarde,  and  N.  over 
the  Tarentaise  to  Mt.  Blanc.  From 
La  Berarde  to  La  Grave  is  a  walk  of 
9  to  10  hrs.  in  favourable  circum¬ 
stances. 

The  Col  clu  Clot  des  Cavcdes  (10,263 
ft.  \  the  Col  de  la  Casse  Deserte  (iU5i6  J 
ft.},  and  the  Brechede  Charriere  ( 10,699  ! 
ft.)  are  gaps  through  which  moun¬ 
taineers  pass  to  the  Lautaret  road 
from  the  Vallon  des  Etan9ons.  The 
first-named  pass  is  the  easiest  and 
shortest  way  from  La  Berarde  | 
to  La  Grave  (8  to  9  hrs.}.  The  ! 
second  of  these  passes  can  be  easily 
combined  with  the  ascent  of  the 
Grande  Ruine  (12,317  ft.),  one  of  the 
finest  points  of  view  in  the  district.  | 
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BRIAN9ON  TO  SUSA. - PASS  OF  THE 

MONT  OEN]feVRE. 

Miles. 

Briancon. 

6|  .  .  Mont  Gendvre. 

ii|  .  .  C^sanne. 
i6|  .  .  Oulx. 

The  Mt.  Genevre  is  one  of  the 
oldest  passes  of  the  Alps.  The  great 
valley  of  the  Durance  offers  a  natural 
entrance  into  the  mountains,  and 
the  two  easiest  passes  leading  out  of 
it,  the  Mont  Genevre  and  the  Col 
de  TArgentiere,  have  been  from 
early  times,  and  still  are,  used  in 
preference  to  any  other  Alpine 
passes  by  the  Piedmontese  who  mi¬ 
grate  from  their  homes  to  Provence. 
Excellent  carriage-road. 

It  is  usually  stated  by  historians, 
and  there  seems  in  this  case  to  be 
good  reasons  for  the  belief,  that  this 
is  the  pass  ojiened  by  Pompey,  and 
subsequently  improved  by  the  tribal 
chieftain  Julius  Cottius,  under  Au¬ 
gustus.  It  was  constantly  used  by 
the  Komans  and  in  mediaeval  times. 

Up  to  the  beginning  of  this  cent, 
it  was  commonly  regarded  as  the 
Pass  of  Hannibal,  but  the  works  of 
Brockedon  and  Arnold,  in  Eng¬ 
land,  followed  by  Mommsen,  in  Ger¬ 
many,  caused  a  change  of  opinion  in 
favour  of  the  Little  St.  Bernard.  In 
the  last  few  year.s,  however,  there 
has  been  a  very  strong  reaction 
among  continental  scholars  in  favour 
of  the  Mont  Genevre,  and  the  argu¬ 
ments  against  the  possibility  of 
reconciling  the  narratives  of  Poly¬ 
bius  and  Livy  with  any  rte. 
leading  into  Val  d’Aosta  have  been 
restated  with  great  force.  For  a  dis¬ 
cussion  of  the  question  see  Alpine 
Journal,  Nos.  80  and  93,  where  Mr.  D. 
Freshfield  argues  against  the  north¬ 
ern  passes  and  in  favour  of  a  pass 
from  the  Durance  basin,  expressing 
his  personal  preference  for  the  Col 
de  TArgentiere. 

On  leaving  Brian9on  for  the  Mont 
Genevre,  the  narrow  valley  of  the 


642 


ROUTE  1  6 1 . - BRIANgON  TO  SUSA. 


Durance  is  ascended  for  2  m.  as  far 
as  La  Vachette,  a  hamlet  at  the  foot 
of  the  pass.  Here,  on  the  1,,  opens 
the  Val  de  Nevacfie,  a  fine,  large,  and 
productive  valley,  a  striking  con¬ 
trast  to  the  valley  of  the  Guisanne.  It 
is  also  called  the  Val  des  Pres,  from 
its  rich  meadows.  Its  mountains 
are  clothed  with  forests  ;  through  it 
the  river  Clairee,  springing  from 
the  glaciers  of  the  Mont  Thabor, 
flows  for  8  leagues,  and  then  loses 
its  name  in  a  less  considerable  tor¬ 
rent  —  the  Durance,  which  has 
scarcely  run  2  leagues  from  its 
source  in  the  Mont  Genevre. 

From  Plampinet  in  this  valley 
the  low  pass  of  the  Col  des  Echelles 
^5873  ft.)  leads  in  3  hrs.  to  Bardon- 
neclie,  near  the  entrance  of  the 
Mont  Cenis Tunnel  (Rte.  154).  From 
the  head  of  the  valley,  the  Col  de 
Buffere  leads  to  Monestier,  the  Col  des 
Rochilles  and  the  Col  de  V Aiguille  Noire 
to  Valloire,  and  many  passes  to  the 
foot  of  the  Mont  Thabor,  the  rte.  up 
which  from  the  S.  may  thus  be  re¬ 
joined  (^Rte.  154).] 

The  ascent  commences  through  a 
pine-forest,  and  by  a  series  of  ad¬ 
mirably  constructed  zigzags,  leads 
the  traveller  to  the  col,  present¬ 
ing  at  every  turn  a  variety  in  the 
views  of  Briani^on  and  its  forts,  the 
valleys  of  the  Durance  and  Nevache, 
and  the  surrounding  mountains. 
The  old  road  continued  by  the 
pine-forests  up  the  1.  bank  of  the 
stream,  and  pedestrians  still  use  it, 
as  it  is  much  the  shorter. 

The  summit  of  the  pass  is  a  plain, 
remarkable  for  the  culture  of  barley 
at  a  height  of  6102  ft.  above  the  sea, 
and  there  are  fine  pasturages  on  the 
slopes  of  the  neighbouring  moun¬ 
tains.  Here  is  a  Hospice,  founded  in 
the  13th  cent.,  and  restored  by  the 
late  Abbe  Aucel  (d.  1863).  It  en¬ 
joys  an  income  of  15,000?.,  of  which 
6000I.  are  furnished  by  the  State, 
and  it  expends  the  sum  in  relief. 
200  persons  sometimes  pass  in  a 
day.  Not  far  from  it  is  a  village 
called 

Bourg  Mont  Gendvre,  7  m.  from 


Brian9on,  inhabited  all  the  year,  and 
containing  the  French  douane.  In 
its  neighbourhood,  and  almost  from 
a  common  source,  2  rivers  rise — the 
Durance,  which  flows  into  France 
and  the  Mediterranean,  and  the 
Dora  Susina  or  Dora  Riparia,  which 
flows  into  the  Po  and  the  Adriatic. 

For  a  short  time  their  gentle 
murmurs  mingle  on  the  height — 

‘Adieu,  ma  sceiir,  la  Dm’ance, 

Nous  nous  separons  sur  ce  mont  ; 

Tu  vas  ravager  la  Provence, 

Moi  feconder  le  Piemont.’ 

[From  the  pass  the  Mont  Chaberton 
(10,286  ft.)  can  be  ascended  in  3^  or 
4  hrs.,  and  commands  a  very  exten¬ 
sive  panorama.  The  Col  des  Trois 
FrHes  Mineurs  leads  to  Plampinet, 
and  the  Col  du  Gondrayi  to  Cervieres 
on  the  rte.  of  the  Col  d’lzouard 
(Rte.  163).] 

An  obelisk,  erected  to  commemo¬ 
rate  the  construction,  in  1802-7,  of 
this  fine  road  over  the  Alps,  is  60 
ft.  high,  and  had  on  its  pedestal 
inscriptions  to  record  the  event  : 
these  the  Bourbons  removed.  Just 
beyond  the  obelisk  is  the  frontier, 
defended  by  a  drawbridge  and  for¬ 
tifications,  then  the  hamlet  of  Cla- 
vieres  (Italian  custom-house). 

On  leaving  the  plateau  of  the  col 
there  is  a  series  of  zigzags,  made  in 
the  loose  soil  under  Mont  Chaberton 
(10,286  ft.),  high  above  the  course  of 
the  Dora,  until  the  road  reaches  the 
bed  of  the  river  and  crosses  it  about  2 
m.  from  Cesanne,  where  the  torrent 
falls  into  the  larger  stream  of  the 
Dora  Riparia,  descending  from  the 
lofty  mountains  which  bound  the 
Protestant  valleys  of  Piedmont. 

[Pedestrians  may  save  much  by 
taking  a  short  cut  from  Clavieres 
through  the  gorge — perhaps  that 
which  gave  Hannibal  so  much 
trouble  —  rejoining  the  carriage-road 
where  it  crosses  the  torrent.] 

Ilf  m.  Cesanne  (4464ft.),  a  large 
red-roofed  village,  at  the  junction  of 
the  road  from  the  Col  de  Sestrieres, 
is  not  more  than  4  hrs.’  walk  from 
Brian9on. 

[Hence  several  passes  lead  to 
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Abries,  as  well  as  to  Rodoretto  and 
Prali,  in  each  case  an  easy  day’s 
walk  f^Rte.  163).] 

Below  Cesanne,  the  road  lies 
straight  down  the  valley  to  Susa. 
The  first  important  village  is 

i6|  m.  Oulx,  on  the  Mont  Cenis 
Rly.  (^Rte.  154). 


ROUTE  162. 

BRIAN9ON  TO  PIONEROL,  BY  THE 
COL  DE  SESTRli]RES,  EENES- 
TRELLE,  P^ROUSE,  AND  THE 
VAUDOIS  valleys'. 


Miles. 

Briancon 

I 

A  A  4  *  • 

.  Cesanne 

25I  •  • 

.  Pragelas 

32?  •  . 

.  Eenestrelle 

4i|  .  • 

.  Perouse 

52I  .  . 

.  Pignerol 

The  Inns  between  Brian9on  and 
Pignerol  are  poor.  As  far  as  Ce¬ 
sanne  this  is  the  same  rte.  as  that 
described  ip  Rte.  161. 

It  is  9  hrs.’  walking  from  Cesanne 
to  Perouse. 

The  road  made  by  Napoleon,  from 
Cesanne  into  Italy,  is  more  direct 
than  that  by  Turin.  Soon  after 
leaving  Cesanne  it  crosses  the  Dora, 
and  immediately  commences  the 
ascent  to  the  col,  by  a  series  of  zig¬ 
zags  like  that  of  the  descent  from 
the  Mont  Genevre  ;  the  lengthened 
snake-like  course  of  the  one  can  be 
seen  from  the  other  across  the  val¬ 
ley.  The  traveller  soon  reaches  the 
hamlet  of  Champlas,  and  con¬ 
tinues  to  ascend  over  fine  pastur¬ 
ages,  until  he  reaches  the 

2i\  hrs.  Col  de  Sestrieres  (6660  ft.) 
and  chalets  on  a  plain  nearly  2  m. 
long.  The  Baraccone  on  the  Col  offers 

1  For  further  details  as  to  all  places,  passes, 
and  peaks  on  the  Piedmontese  side  of  tlie 
Alps,  or  on  or  near  the  crest  of  the  Alinne 
chain,  described  in  all  the  following  Rtes.  of 
this  book,  reference  may  be  made  to  vol.  i.  of 
Signori  Martelli  and  Vaccarone’s  admirable 
Guida  dcUe  Alpi  Occidcntali. 


fair  sleeping  quarters.  The  Ro- 
gnosa  de  Sestrieres  (11,052  ft.)  com¬ 
manding  a  noble  view,  may  be 
climbed  in  3  hrs.  Towards  the  E. 
the  view  of  the  Val  Pragelas,  and  the 
Mont  Albergian  is  wild  and  fine.  In 
descending,  the  road  leads  down  by 
zigzags  to  the  banks  of  the  Chisone, 
and  to  the  first  village,  Sestridres, 
and  thence  to  the  village  of 

1 1  hr.  Les  Traverses.  [Hence  the 
Cols  de  Bourget  and  de  Coteplane  lead  to 
Oulx,  and  the  Col  du  Pis  to  the  head  of 
the  valley  of  St.  Martin,  this  last 
pass  being  the  one  by  which  the 
Vaudois  in  1689  at  last  regained 
their  native  valleys.]  The  broad 
channel  of  the  river  beneath  the 
dark  pine-forest  opposite  Pragclas, 
a  larger  village  below  Les  Traverses, 
gives  rather  an  appearance  of  ste¬ 
rility  to  the  valley,  which  is  gener¬ 
ally  known  by  the  name  of  Chisone, 
but  among  its  inhabitants  the  upper 
part  above  the  fort  of  Eenestrelle  is 
called  Val  Pragelas  ;  below  the  fort 
it  is  often  called  Val  de  Perouse. 

2  hrs.  40  min.  Eenestrelle,  a  vil¬ 
lage  of  1238  Inhab.  Thefortof  Fenes- 
trelle  is  a  place  of  great  strength, 
which  guards  the  approach  to  Pied¬ 
mont.  It  rises  in  terraces  from  the 
defile  formed  by  the  base  of  the 
Mont  Albergian,  and  commands  the 
1.  bank  of  the  torrent  by  its  im¬ 
mense  ranges  of  fortifications.  The 
highest  battery  is  accessible  through 
a  gallery  which  contains  3600  steps. 
On  the  summit  is  a  basin  covered 
with  verdure,  called  Le  Fre  de  Ca- 
tinai,  from  that  general  having  en¬ 
camped  there. 

These  works  have  been  in  progress 
of  construction  by  the  Sardinian 
Government  since  1816.  They  suc¬ 
ceeded  an  older  fortress  in  5  tiers, 
blown  up  by  the  army  of  the  French 
Republic.  The  3  detached  forts — 
about  I  m.  distant  from  the  town, 
called  St.  Charles,  Quatre  Dents, 
and  des  Vallees  — command  the  ap 
proaches.  A  4th  battery,  called 
Charles  Albert,  sweeps  the  high 
road.  On  the  base  of  the  Albergian 
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are  remains  of  older  forts  built  by 
the  French  when  this  country  be¬ 
longed  to  them  (till  the  Treaty  of 
Utrecht,  1713)  to  defend  the  pass  in 
the  opposite  direction.  The  village 
of  Fenestrelle  lies  in  the  middle  of 
the  defile.  The  fort  is  used  as  a 
military  prison.  It  is  the  scene  of 
M.  Saintine’s  tale  of  Picciola,  and 
Xavier  de  Maistre,  when  a  prisoner 
here,  wrote  his  Voyage  aiitour  de  ma 
Chamhre. 

[From  Fenestrelle  there  is  a  very 
pretty  pass,  by  the  Col  de  la  Feyietre, 
in  5  hrs.  to  Susa.  From  the  top, 
which  is  carpeted  with  Alpine 
flowers,  is  a  magnificent  view  over 
the  Dora,  in  which  the  Rocheme- 
lon  is  a  striking  object  for  the  last 
hr.  or  two  of  rugged  descent.  The 
Col  de  I’Assietta  leads  to  Salbertrand 
and  is  more  circuitous,  though  of 
great  historical  interest  (Rte.  154). 
The  Col  d’Albergian  leads  to  the  head 
of  the  valley  of  St.  Martin.] 

From  Fenestrelle  to  Pignerol 
(steam  tramway  twice  a  day  in 
about  2  hrs.)  there  is  little  variety 
in  the  scenery  :  the  valley  is  gene¬ 
rally  narrow  ;  but  where  there  is 
cultivation,  corn  and  vines  abound. 
The  mulberry  for  the  silkworm 
flourishes,  and  fruit  and  forest  trees 
luxuriate,  as  they  almost  always  do 
on  the  side  of  Piedmont.  The  Vau- 
dois  were  formerly  not  permitted 
out  of  the  valleys  of  Rora,  Luserna, 
St.  Martin,  and  Angrogna  ;  but  the 
more  liberal  policy  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment  since  1848  has  removed  this 
restriction,  though  there  are  not 
now  many  Vaudois  in  the  Chisone 
valley,  save  at  San  German,  not 
far  from  Pignerol. 

Below  Fenestrelle,  the  road  passes 
through  numerous  villages  and  ham¬ 
lets— Mentoulles,  Roure,  Meano, 
and  their  hamlets  —  and  to  the 
1.  the  remains  of  the  castle  of  Bee 
Dauphin  (which  marked  the  frontier 
of  Dauphine  till,  by  the  Treaty  of 
Utrecht,  1713,  this  valley,  with 
Exilles  and  the  Varaita  valley,  were 
exchanged  for  that  of  Barcelonnetie) 
l)efore  reaching 


3  hrs.  10  min.  Perouse  or  Pe- 
rosa  Argentina.  This  is  the 
principal  town  (2242  Inliab.)  in 
the  Chisone  valley,  and  contains 
silk  manufactories.  It  is  situated 
directly  opposite  the  mouth  of 
the  Vallee  de  St.  Martin,  one  of 
the  most  interesting  of  the  Protes¬ 
tant  valleys. 

Steam  tramway  7  times  a  day  in 
about  1 1  hr. 

[Excursions. — Up  the  valley  of 
St.  Martin  to  Le  Perrier  or  Perrero  and 
the  famous  Balsille.  A  good  pedes¬ 
trian  may  also  include  the  valleys 
of  Rodoret  and  Prali.  These,  like 
Angrogna  (Rte.  163),  are  the  classic 
ground  of  the  Vaudois.  From  Pe¬ 
rouse  to  the  Balsille  and  back,  may 
be  accomplished  easily  in  a  day. 

From  Perouse  take  a  carriage  to 
Le  Perrier.  The  road  is  tolerable, 
and  the  distance  ought  to  be  done 
in  1 1  hr.  The  scenery  is  grander 
than  that  of  Val  Angrogna,  though 
not  so  picturesque.  After  crossing 
the  Chisone  by  a  fine  bridge  at  a 
silk  factory,  Pomaret,  situated  at 
the  mouth  of  the  valley  of  St. Martin, 
is  passed  on  the  rt.  (From  1704  to 
1708  the  valley  of  St.  Martin  was 
a  Republic  under  the  protection  of 
the  King  of  France.)  The  village  is  in¬ 
habited  by  Vaudois,  and  is  one  of 
their  principal  stations.  It  con¬ 
tains  a  good  ch.,  hospital,  high 
school,  and  2  primary  schools.  The 
people,  though  poor,  are  intelligent 
and  industrious.  The  vineyards  and 
fields  are  models  of  neatness  ;  but 
the  streets  and  houses,  like  all  those 
in  these  regions,  are  filthy.  |  hr. 
up  the  glen  is  a  gorge,  formed  by 
projecting  cliffs,  between  which  the 
torrent  rushes  in  sheets  of  foam. 
Farther  up  the  valley  opens,  and  the 
banks  of  the  stream  are  here  and 
there  studded  with  prosperous-look¬ 
ing  hamlets  and  isolated  houses,  in 
some  cases  large  and  imposing. 

Le  Perrier  is  a  village  of  528 
Inhab.  (mainly  Roman  Catholics', 
beautifully  situated  on  the  1.  bank 
of  the  river.  Its  houses  are  sub- 
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stantial,  but  its  streets  narrow. 
It  contains  a  fine  new  Vaudois 
Church  and  parsonage,  and  its  people 
are  obliging  and  intelligent.  A 
guide  should  be  taken  from  this 
place.  Hence  the  road  follows  the 
1.  bank  of  the  stream  for  |  hr.,  with 
a  grand  view  in  front.  A  bridge  is 
then  crossed,  and  the  glen  forks  ; 
the  branch  on  the  1.  is  called  Val 
Germanasca  or  de  Prali,  a  branch  of 
which  is  the  glen  of  Eodoret,  that  on 
the  rt.  St.  Martin.  We  take  the 
latter  (henceforth  there  is  only  a 
mule-j)ath),  ascending  rapidly  and 
keeping  the  rt.  bank.  On  the  op¬ 
posite  wooded  slope  of  the  moun¬ 
tain  is  seen  the  bright  little  Vau¬ 
dois  ch.  and  hamlet  of  Maneille 
{ManigUa).  This  was  formerly  the 
capital  of  the  parish  and  residence 
of  the  pastor,  but  recently  it  has 
been  joined  to  Perrier,  and  the 
parish  is  now  called  Maneille- 
Perrier. 

Crossing  the  stream  by  a  stone 
bridge,  the  path  enters  a  magnifi¬ 
cent  ravine,  through  which  it 
winds,  until,  in  hr.,  the  glen 
opens  and  reveals  a  little  basin 
formed  by  the  junction  of  two  val¬ 
leys,  that  on  the  1.  Salse,  that  on 
the  rt.  Massei.  The  bottom  is  car¬ 
peted  with  green  meadows,  and  the 
sides  clothed  with  foliage  ;  over¬ 
head  is  a  circle  of  dark,  snow-capped 
mountains.  The  path  here  forks  ; 
the  rt.  leads  high  up  round  the 
shoulder  of  the  mountain  into  the 
upper  valley,  and  is  the  shortest 
rte.  to  the  Balsille.  [The  1.  de¬ 
scends,  crosses  a  bridge,  and  leads 
into  the  glen  of  Salse.  A  branch 
from  the  latter  turns  to  the  rt.,  de¬ 
scends  through  thickets,  crosses  the 
stream  of  Salse  by  a  wooden  foot¬ 
bridge,  and  leads  up  to  the  hamlet 
of  Champ  de  Salse,  which  is  seen 
on  the  green  slope  away  in  front,  and 
which  is  at  present  the  residence  of 
the  pastor  of  Massei,  who  most 
courteously  offers  hospitality  to 
foreign  visitors.]  We  take  the  first 
path,  and  enter  the  glen  of  Massei. 
The  Vaudois  ch.  and  parsonage  (The 

\Switz.  II.] 


latter  ruined  by  a  land-slip)  are 
passed,  and  a  magnificent  view 
gained  of  the  head  of  the  glen,  with 
a  waterfall  and  lofty  mountains 
behind. 

I  hr.  from  the  mouth  of  the 
glen  is  Gros  Passet,  a  village 
built  on  a  projecting  rock,  200  ft. 
above  the  stream.  It  forms  the 
natural  outpost  of  the  Balsille.  The 
views  from  it  are  very  grand.  In 
20  min.  more  is  the  hamlet  of  Bal¬ 
sille  or  La  Balsiglia  (4528  ft.)  situ¬ 
ated  at  the  junction  of  the  two 
upper  branches  of  the  glen.  The 
stream  is  here  crossed  and  the  site 
of  the  fortress  gained  by  a  steep 
path.  It  stands  in  the  fork  of  the 
valleys,  from  400  to  500  ft.  above 
the  bed  of  the  stream,  and  it  must 
at  one  time  have  been  all  but  im¬ 
pregnable.  There  are  few  remains 
visible  ;  but  the  site  is  occupied  by 
wretched  houses.  On  the  rt.,  across 
the  stream,  is  the  platform  of  Chini- 
vert,  where  the  enemy  planted  their 
cannon  ;  and  high  up  behind  the 
fortress  is  the  mountain  peak  to 
which  the  Vaudois  retreated  in  the 
night. 

On  the  Balsille  the  Vaudois  en¬ 
trenched  themselves  under  Henri 
Arnaud.  Here  the  little  handful  of 
brave  men,  not  exceeding  600  or  700 
struggled  for  their  fatherland,  and 
resisted,  in  May  1690,  the  united 
armies  of  France  and  Savoy,  amount¬ 
ing  (according  to  authentic  docu¬ 
ments)  to  about  4000  men.  When 
the  latter,  however,  found  it  neces¬ 
sary  to  bring  up  artilleiy,  which 
was  accomplished  with  excessive 
difficulty,  the  heroic  Vaudois,  fore¬ 
seeing  that  against  the  cannon  they 
could  not  hold  their  position,  re¬ 
treated  during  the  night  without 
losing  a  man  ;  and  the  following 
day,  their  sovereign,  the  Duke  of 
Savoy,  having  quarrelled  with  his 
allies,  agreed  to  restore  them  to 
their  valleys  aiid  their  hearths. 

Above  the  Balsille  are  many  cata¬ 
racts,  ravines,  and  mountains  : 
from  the  head  of  the  valley  the  Col 
du  Piz  leads  to  Pragelas  in  the 
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Val  Chisone.  From  Perouse  to 
Pragelas,  about  9  lirs.  will  be  re¬ 
quired,  and  all  wlio  are  able  should 
mount  at  least  to  its  summit,  as  it 
is  the  last  link  in  the  chain  of  Al¬ 
pine  passes  by  which  Henri  Arnaud 
and  his  men  regained  their  native 
valleys — the  Glorieuse  Reniree  of  1689. 

Another  passage  between  the  val¬ 
leys  of  St.  Martin  and  Chisone  is 
the  Col  d' Albergian  (mule  track), 
which  leads  from  the  Balsille  and 
the  wild  alj)S  above  it  to  Fenes- 
trelle  (8  hrs.  from  Perouse). 

The  Monte  Albergiqn  (9974  ft.  1  can 
be  easily  ascended  in  hrs.  from 
the  col,  and  commands  a  fine  view. 

The  S.W.  branch  of  the  Val  St. 
Martin  is  called  the  Val  Germa- 
nasca.  This  in  its  turn  is  divided 
into  2  branches,  the  one  leading  to  Ro- 
doret,  the  other  to  Prali.  From  the  first 
there  is  the  Col  della  Valletta  to  the 
head  of  the  valley  of  the  Chisone, 
and  the  Col  de  Rodoret  to  Cesanne  by 
the  valley  of  the  Dora  Kiparia  (Kte. 
161).  (From  the  latter  col  the  Punta 
Vergia  (9810  ft.) — view  very  extensive 
and  remarkable — can  be  gained  in 
hr.  :  while  the  col,  when  com¬ 
bined  with  the  Col  La  Mayf,  is  a 
good  rte.,  but  a  fairly  long  day, 
from  the  valley  of  St.  Martin  to 
Abides).  From  Prali  it  is  possible 
to  reach  Cesanne  by  the  Col  de  la 
Longia,  or  Abries  (Kte.  163)  by  the 
Col  d’ Abries. 

There  are  passes  from  Le  Perrier 
and  the  lower  part  of  the  valley  of 
St.  Martin  to  Pra  del  Tor.,  in  the  Val 
Angrogna,  and  thence  to'La  Tour  de 
Luserne.  The  most  direct  of  these 
— the  Infernetto — is  high,  rough,  and 
long.  A  fine  rte.  for  good  walkers 
is  to  cross  from  Prali  by  the  Treize 
Lacs  and  over  the  Punta  Cournour 
(9410  ft.),  descending  thence  into 
the  Val  Angrogna  by  the  Col  de  la 
Chalanche  or  de  Rous  and  the 
Sella  Vecchia  chalets,^  or  to  Bobbio 
by  the  Col  Julien  rte.,  which  is  the 
frequented  path  from  the  Germa- 
nasca  to  the  Pellice  valley.] 

On  the  road  from  Perouse  to  Pigne- 
rol  several  villages  are  passed,  in 


one  of  which,  Villar  Perosa,  is  a 
large  R.  Catholic  ch. 

S.  Germano  has  a  large  Pro¬ 
testant  ch.  The  manager  of  the 
cotton-mill  here  receives  boarders 
during  the  summer.  Opposite  this 
are  large  quarries,  whence  stone  is 
sent  to  Turin.  To  the  rt.  is  the 
little  valley  which  leads  to  Pra- 
mol  ;  still  farther  down  is  the 
Church  o/Prarustin,  where  the  val¬ 
ley  widens,  and  the  road  enters  the 
plain,  and  passes  through  the  ham¬ 
lets  of  Porte  and  Abbadia,  to  gain 

Pignerol,  (Ital.  Pinerolo),  17,039 
Inhab.,  a  bishop’s  see  since  1749, 
and  a  sub-prefecture.  It  is  also  a 
garrison  town,  and  has  a  cavalry- 
school.  The  old  town  on  the  hill 
of  S.  Maurizio  was  once  a  strong 
fortress,  built  in  1318,  the  church 
still  dominating  the  city.  The  new 
town  has  beautiful  public  gardens, 
and  contains  cotton,  wool,  and  silk 
manufactories. 

The  Convent  of  St.  Francis  (originally 
founded  in  1064,  mostly  destroyed 
1639  by  the  French)  is  near  the  city. 
It  is  partly  ancient,  and  its  church 
contains  monuments  to  ancestors  of 
the  royal  house  of  Savoy.  The 
Cathedral  ch.  of  St.  Donatus  is  nth  cent. 

On  the  hill  of  St.  Brigide  are  ruins 
of  a  chapel  and  of  the  citadel,  in 
which  ‘  The  Man  in  the  Iron  Mask  ’ 
was  shut  up  in  1681  and  a  few 
following  years,  as  the  town  was  in 
the  hands  of  the  French  from  1630 
to  1706.  Near  the  Town-hall  (Pa¬ 
lazzo  di  Citta)  are  the  Theatre  and 
a  College.  Lodgings  and  villas  can 
be  hired,  and  there  is  a  good  and 
cheap  market. 

Railway  to  Turin,  23  m.  ;  5 

trains  a  day  in  i  hr.  10  min.  ;  the 
stations  are  Riva,  Piscina,  Airasca, 
None,  Candiolo,  Nichellino,  and 
Sangone. 

Railway  to  La  Tour  (|  hr.),  and 
steam  tramway  to  Saluzzo  (2  hrs.)  as 
well  as  to  Fenestrelle  (4I  hrs.  up). 


ROUTE  163. — PIGNEROL  TO  MONT  DAUPHIN. 


647 


ROUTE  163. 

PIGNEROL  TO  MONT  DAUPHIN,  BY 
THE  VAUDOIS  VALLEYS  AND 
THE  COL  DE  LA  CROIX. 

Pignerol 

io|  m.  La  Tour  de  Lu- 

seme  ....  rail 

6|  m.  Robbio  ....  road 

4 1  hrs.  Col  de  la  Croix 

mule -path 

hrs.  Abrids  ....  ,, 

7 1  m.  Chateau  Queyras 

road 

23  ^m.  Mont  Dauphin.  ,, 

From  Pignerol  (Rte.  162)  the  rly. 
from  Turin  continues  through  San 
Secondo  to  La  Tour  de  Luserne. 

The  country  is  rich  and  beautiful, 
covered  with  corn-fields,  vineyards, 
and  orchards.  The  views  on  the  rt. 
UI3  the  wooded  valleys  to  the  snow- 
covered  Alps  are  very  grand. 

Briqueras  Stat.,  or  Bricherasio,  is 
a  clean  and  pretty  village,  with  a 
fine  castle  belonging  to  the  Count  of 
Monte  Vecchio.  [Branch  Rly.  to  (8 
m.)  Barge  for  Crissolo,  Rte.  164.] 

3I  m.  beyond  Briqueras  is  the 
first  Protestant  community, 

9]-  m.  Luserna  S.  Giovanni  (or 
St  Jean)  Stat.  Here  a  church  was 
built  while  Piedmont  was  under  the 
government  of  Napoleon.  It  is  of  a 
singular  form — a  horse-shoe — which 
is  not  favourable  to  the  preacher. 

m.  beyond  S.  Giovanni,  through 
a  beautiful  country,  lies 

loi  m.  La  Tourde  Luserne  (It. 
Torre  Pellice)  Stat.,  the  principal  town 
(4602  Inhab.)  (2100  ft.),  of  the  Pro¬ 
testant  communities,  at  the  foot  of 
Monte  Vandalino  and  near  the  con¬ 
fluence  of  the  Angrogna  and  Pellice. 
The  town  is  thus  now  only  2  hrs. 
(33?  rail  from  Turin.  The 

spacious  but  simple  Protestant  Churchy 
at  the  W.  end,  was  built  1850,  with 
residences  for  the  pastors  and  pro¬ 
fessors.  General  Beckwith  con¬ 
tributed  largely  to  it.  This  British 


veteran  who  lost  his  leg  at  Waterloo, 
devoted  34  years  of  his  life  to  im¬ 
proving  the  condition  of  the  Wal- 
denses.  He  lived  among  them,  took 
a  wife  from  among  them,  built 
churches  and  more  than  100  schools 
for  them,  and  lies  buried  (1862)  in 
the  churchyard  here. 

A  Hospital  was  erected  with  funds 
raised  chiefly  in  Holland,  Russia, 
and  England.  It  is  now  largely  en¬ 
dowed  by  Sig.  Pellegrin,  a  Vaudois, 
and  a  local  cloth  manufacturer.  In 
1637,  by  the  aid  of  an  anonymous 
gift,  from  England,  of  5000Z.  confided 
to  the  late  Rev.  Dr.  Gilly,  a  College 
was  established  for  the  education  of 
young  men  for  the  Vaudois  ministry, 
thus  obviating  the  necessity  which 
had  before  existed  of  sending  them 
to  Geneva  or  Lausanne.  This  insti¬ 
tution  is  chiefly  endowed  by  contri¬ 
butions  from  foreign  countries,  but 
owing  in  a  great  measure  to  the 
liberality,  the  exertions,  and  the  zeal 
for  the  cause  of  the  Vaudois,  of 
General  Beckwith  and  Dr.  Gilly.  In 
1861  the  superior  classes  were  re¬ 
moved  to  Florence.  There  is  an 
Orphanage  for  girls  under  English 
auspices — an  admirable  institution 
not  equalled  in  Italy  ;  also  a  Normal 
School.  The  picturesque  parsonage 
is  a  memorial  to  Dr.  Gilly.  The 
large  Roman  Catholic  church  was 
built  in  1844  by  the  late  King 
Charles  Albert. 

Within  I  m.  of  La  Tour  a  cotton - 
mill  of  4  stories,  moved  by  a  water¬ 
power,  belongs  to  Signor  Mylius. 
The  neighbourhood  has  several  silk- 
winding  mills,  and  the  culture  of 
the  silk- worm  occupies  the  women. 

No  part  of  the  Alps  surpasses  the 
valleys  of  the  Vaudois  in  richness 
and  beauty  in  the  lower  valleys,  and 
in  wild  and  magnificent  scenery  in 
the  defiles  and  mountains.  Easy  of 
access  by  railway  from  Turin,  La 
Tour  is  reached  in  2  hrs.,  through  a 
country  luxuriant  in  vegetation. 

History  of  the  Waldensians. — Recent 
historical  research  has  cleared  up 
many  points  about  the  early  history 
of  the  Vaudois  or  Waldensians.  It 
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now  seems  certain  that  they  owe 
their  origin  and  name  to  Peter 
Waldo  of  Lyons,  who  began  to  preach 
among  the  poor  about  1177,  and  that 
the  term  was  originally  applied  to 
their  lay  evangelists,  and  not  to  their 
hearers,  the  sacraments  being  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  Roman  priests  as  late 
as  1530.  From  Lyons  they  spread 
into  the  valleys  of  Daiiphine  (some 
still  exist  in  the  Val  de  Freissinieres 
and  elsewhere),  and  this  settlement 
was  far  more  conservative  than  that 
in  Lombardy,  which  displays  more 
anti-Roman  leanings,  and  later  in- 
huenced  the  Hussite  movement  in 
Bohemia.  It  was  most  probably  not 
from  Dauphine,  but  from  Lombardy 
(as  the  views  of  the  men  of  ^  the 
valleys  ’  agree  far  more  nearly  with 
those  of  the  Lombard  than  of  the 
French  Waldensians)  that  the  valley 
of  the  Pellice,  and  the  neighbouring 
glens  were  occupied  by  Waldensians 
not  earlier  than  1300,  while  the  fact 
that  these  valleys  only  come  into 
prominence  in  the  15th  cent,  tends 
to  show  that  it  was  thither  that  the 
Lombard  Waldensians  fled  for  refuge 
from  persecutions  in  the  plains. 

In  1530  the  Waldensians  entered 
into  communications  with  the  Swiss 
Reformers,  their  letters  giving  a  vivid 
picture  of  their  organization  and 
views,  which  were  much  less  ^  Pro- 
tesant  ’  than  is  generally  believed. 
In  1532  the  Synod  of  Angrogna  (see 
below)  adopted  the  main  doctrines  of 
the  Swiss  Protestants,  and  in  1571 
the  valleys  swore  to  maintain  the 
Calvinistic  system.  In  1630,  the 
local  preachers  or  ‘  barbes  ’  were 
replaced  by  ministers  from  Geneva. 
Historically  speaking,  therefore,  the 
Waldensians  sprang  from  one  of  the 
numerous  religious  revivals  of  the 
Middle  Ages,  and  since  1532  have 
been  practically  a  branch  of  the  Swiss 
Protestants.  They  number  about 
20,000  in  Hhe  valleys’  the  upper 
and  lower  portions  of  which  are  in¬ 
habited  by  Roman  Catholics.^ 

1  The  belief  in  their  Ai)ostolic  or  very 
ancient  origin  rests  on  i6th  and  17th  cent, 
legends,  and  is  abandoned  by  the  latest  W al- 


La  Tour  forms  the  best  centre  for 
a  series  of  excursions  into  the 
southern  Vaudois  valleys.  The 
obliging  landlord  of  the  Hotel  de 
rOurs  will  recommend  a  trust¬ 
worthy  guide,  acquainted  with  the 
mountain  paths,  and,  what  is  no 
less  important,  the  spots  noted  in 
Waldensian  history.  It  is  the  religio 
loci  which  enhances  the  natural  at¬ 
tractions  of  every  excursion  in  this 
region,  but  quite  apart  from  it,  the 
lovers  of  nature  should  not  fail  to 
visit  these  beautiful  valleys  from 
which  the  ^  Alpine  mountains  cold  ’ 
are  absent,  appearing  only  on  the  far 
horizon.  The  cream  of  the  southern 
valleys  may  be  seen  in  three  days  by 
moderate  pedestrians. 

The  following  plan  is  recom¬ 
mended. 

Jst  day.  Leave  La  Tour  not  later 
than  7  A.M.  ;  descend  the  road  to¬ 
wards  S.  Giovanni,  then  turn  to  the 
rt.  across  the  fine  stream  of  the 
Pellice,  and  ascend  through  pictur¬ 
esque  orchards  to 

Luserna,  a  hamlet  of  S.  Giovanni. 
The  new  chateau  of  the  Count  of 
Luserna  occupies  a  commanding  site 
on  the  rt.  The  old  castle  is  in  the 
centre  of  the  village,  and  deserves  a 
visit.  Over  the  gate  appears  the 
motto  of  the  ancient  family.  The 

densian  history,  by  a  Waldensian,  Signor 
Comba’s  History  of  the  Waldensesofitalyjrom 
their  origin  to  the  Reformation  (English  trans¬ 
lation  published  in  1889).  The  best  work  on 
the  origin  of  the  Vaudois  is  a  small  treatise 
by  Karl  Muller,  Die  Waldenscr  und  ihre 
einzelnen  Gruppen  bis  zum  Anfang  drs  14. 
Jahrhunderts  (Gotha,  1886),  while  an  admir¬ 
able  account  (based  on  examination  of  all  the 
extant  MSS.)  of  Waldensian  literature  and 
literary  forgeries,  is  given  by  Monsieur 
Edoiiclrd  Montet,  of  Geneva,  in  his  Histoire 
Litt&raire  des  Vaudois  du  (Paris,  1885). 

The  history  of  the  French  Waldensians  has 
been  little  studied,  but  valuable  information 
and  documents  will  be  found  in  a  work  by 
Mons.  J.  A.  Chabrand,  Vaudois  ct  Protestants 
des  Alpes  (Grenoble,  1886),  written  from  a 
Roman  Catholic  point  of  view.  Monsieur 
A.  de  Rochas  d’Aiglun’s  Les  ValUes  Vaudoises 
(with  an  excellent  large  scale  map  of  the 
valleys)  (Paris,  1881)  is  an  interesting  and 
careful  study  of  the  topography  and  military 
history  of  the  struggles  in  the  Waldensian 
valleys.  For  works  relating  to  the  Glorieuse 
Rentree  of  1689,  see  Rte.  155. 
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village  is  exclusively  inhabited  by 
Roman  Catholics. 

We  leave  by  a  narrow  road  which 
leads  up  the  wild  ravine  of  Bora. 
It  has  been  constructed  for  the 
transport  of  flags  from  the  great 
quarries  high  up  on  the  mountains. 
It  is  in  a  wretched  state  of  repair, 
and  though  wheeled  vehicles  may 
pass  along  it,  the  experiment  cannot 
be  recommended.  About  15  min. 
above  Luserna  is  a  small  chapel, 
where  a  branch  road  leads  to  the  1., 
over  the  wooded  ridge  of  Lusernette 
to  Bibiana  and  Bagnol.  An  hr.’s 
walk  up  this  road  to  the  crest  of  the 
l^rincipal  ridge  will  give  some 
splendid  views  of  the  plain  of  Pied¬ 
mont,  and  the  villages  along  the 
foot  of  the  ^mountains  southward. 
Returning  to  the  chapel  we  enter  the 
ravine  of  Rora  and  the  territory 
of  the  Vaudois.  As  we  ascend,  the 
valley  narrows  and  the  scenery  be¬ 
comes  wild  and  grand.  Up  a  little 
side  valley  on  the  rt.,  embosomed  in 
trees,  and  not  visible  from  the  road, 
is  the  birthplace  and  home  of  Giana- 
vello,  one  of  the  most  noteworthy  of 
Waldensian  patriots.  To  visit  it 
will  take  an  extra  |  hr.  The  cliffs 
over  it  on  the  W.  formed  the  scene 
of  some  of  his  most  daring  exploits. 
The  road  winds  up  the  glen,  crosses 
the  torrent  by  a  good  stone  bridge, 
and,  in  about  i  hr.  from  Luserna, 
reaches  a  point  where  the  valley 
branches.  The  branch  on  the  1.  is 
wider,  but  that  on  the  rt.  is  deeper 
and  wilder.  At  the  head  of  the 
former  are  the  flag  quarries,  and  up 
it  the  road  is  carried  ;  but  there  is 
little  in  it  of  interest  to  the  tourist. 
A  path  from  it  leads  over  a  high 
ridge  to  Bagnol..  We  cross  the 
stream  by  a  wooden  bridge  at  a  mill, 
and  climb  the  rocky  bank  by  a  zig¬ 
zag  mule-track,  having  on  the  rt.  the 
hamlet  of  Fiisines,  or  Fucine,  in¬ 
habited  entirely  by  Vaudois.  The 
ascent  from  this  spot  to  Rora  is  steep 
and  fatiguing,  and  will  require  an 
hour. 

Rora  is  a  most  picturesque  village, 
with  a  handsome  Vaudois  church. 


A  walk  of  I  hr.  along  the  mountain 
side  beyond  it,  toward  the  head  of 
the  valley,  affords  some  magnificent 
views  down  to  Luserna,  and  across 
the  Italian  plain.  Rora  was  the 
scene  of  some  of  the  most  celebrated 
struggles  of  the  Vaudois,  and  for  a 
time  their  head-quarters.  [Hence  a 
path  winds  round  the  mountain  side 
to  the  S.,  and  leads  past  Costa  and 
Rama  to  Crissolo  in  the  Po  valley,  by 
the  easy  and  beautiful  Colie  delle  Porte, 
(7  hrs.).] 

Half  an  hr.’s  climb  up  a  very  steep 
mountain  brings  us  from  Rora  to 
the  summit  of  the  great  ridge,  which 
separates  the  valleys  of  Rora  and 
Luserna.  The  rocky  peak  called 
RocJieberas  is  its  culminating  point 
toward  the  W.  ;  the  tourist  should 
not  fail  to  ascend  it.  On  it  Giana- 
vello  and  his  little  band  of  warriors 
were  wont  to  take  their  stand,  re¬ 
connoitre  the  enemy,  and  form  their 
plans  of  attack  or  defence.  It  com¬ 
mands  one  of  the  finest  and  most 
interesting  views  in  the  country. 
Gianavello’s  house  lies  amid  or¬ 
chards  at  the  foot  of  the  cliffs.  The 
valleys  of  Rora  and  Pellice  are  seen 
throughout  their  whole  extent.  The 
rugged  ridge  of  Vanclolino,  so  famous 
in  Vaudois  story  ;  the  lovely  glen  of 
Angrogna  running  far  up  behind  it  ; 
the  circle  of  mountains  on  the  W., 
beginning  at  the  noble  peak  of  Monte 
Viso,  and  bounding  theVaudois  terri¬ 
tory  ;  and  the  plain  of  Piedmont — all 
are  visible.  Turin  is  seen,  and  the 
proud  Superga  forms  a  prominent 
object  on  the  horizon.  A  rapid 
descent  of  an  hr.,  following  a  goat- 
track  to  the  bottom  of  the  ravine, 
and  then  crossing  a  bridge  which 
spans  the  Pellice,  brings  us  back  to 
La  Tour. 

2?i(l  day.  Ascend  the  valley  of  An¬ 
grogna  to  Pra  del  Tor,  and  return 
by  San  Giovanni.  To  accomplish 
this  with  ease  will  require  7  or  8 
Ill's.,  and  it  is  best  to  walk  it. 

Leaving  La  Tour,  ascend  the  vine- 
clad  height  above  the  town,  on 
which  once  stood  the  forti^ss  that 
gave  the  town  its  name.  Traces  of 
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it  are  still  visible.  A  short  path 
may  be  taken  from  it  direct  into  the 
valley  of  Angrogna,  crossing  the 
stream  near  a  mill ;  but  it  is  on  the 
whole  better  to  descend  again  to  La 
Tour,  after  admiring  the  beautiful 
view,  and  examining  the  formation 
of  the  valleys.  We  pass  the  new 
Roman  Catholic  Churchy  finely  situated 
at  the  base  of  the  ridge  on  which 
La  Tour  stands,  and  just  over  the 
torrent  of  Angrogna.  It  was  erected 
in  1844,  and,  at  the  special  invita¬ 
tion  of  the  pope,  the  king  honoured 
the  consecration  with  his  presence. 

Turning  here  sharply  to  the  1.  we 
enter  the  Valley  of  Angrogna,  which 
for  the  richness  and  grandeur  of  its 
scenery  is  unsurpassed  in  these  Alps. 
A  large  stream  runs  along  its  narrow 
bed,  lashed  to  fury  by  projecting 
cliffs,  and  rocks  that  have  fallen 
from  the  mountains.  Here  and 
there  it  is  hidden  beneath  the 
spreading  foliage  of  the  walnut, 
willow,  and  weeping-ash.  The  lower 
slopes  are  terraced  and  clothed  with 
grass  or  corn.  Vineyards  cover  the 
terraces  higher  up,  intermixed  with 
noble  groves  of  trees,  in  which  the 
chestnut  and  walnut  predominate. 
Higher  still  are  forests  of  beech  and 
oak  ;  while  along  the  summits  of  the 
mountains  the  hazel  and  birch  grow 
luxuriantly  among  the  jagged  rocks. 
Picturesque  houses  and  little  ham¬ 
lets  apjDear  here  and  there  em¬ 
bowered  in  foliage. 

An  hr.’s  quick  walk  from  La  Tour 
brings  us  to  the  neat  ch.  and  par¬ 
sonage  of  San  Lorenzo  d’ An¬ 
grogna,  a  charming  spot.  The  view 
from  the  balcony,  or  terraced  garden, 
of  the  parsonage,  is  delightful.  It 
commands  the  valley  from  the 
“  gates  of  the  Pra  ’  down  to  the 
broad  plain.  There  is  here  a  small 
Rom.  Cath.  church,  and  a  con¬ 
vent,  containing  a  solitary  monk. 
A  sharp  zigzag  walk  of  45  min.  up 
the  wooded  hill-side,  brings  us  to 
La  Grotte,  a  large  cavern,  difficult 
of  access,  and  concealed  amid  rocks 
and  buSlies.  It  was  one  of  the  re¬ 
treats  of  the  persecuted  Vaudois,  in 


which  they  were  accustomed  to  meet 
for  worship  in  troublous  times  ;  it 
was  also  the  home  of  their  pastors. 
It  is  not  generally  known  to  the 
guides  of  La  Tour,  and  those  who 
visit  it  should  take  a  special  guide 
from  Angrogna. 

A  descent  of  20  min.  through 
groves  and  vineyards  brings  us  to 
one  of  the  most  interesting  spots  in 
the  valleys.  There  is  nothing  now 
to  mark  it,  except  a  few  large  chest¬ 
nuts  surrounding  a  green  terrace  on 
the  steep  mountain  side  ;  but  there 
is  a  farm-house  not  far  distant, 
where  the  people  will  be  found  in¬ 
telligent,  and  ready  to  give  informa¬ 
tion.  This  is  Chanforans,  where  the 
first  Vaudois  Synod  was  held  on 
Sept.  12th,  1532.  It  was  attended 
by  the  Peformers  Farel  and  Olivetan. 
Here  the  Waldenses  drew  up  a  Con¬ 
fession  of  Faith  in  17  Articles,  and 
declared  that  their  religion,  as  set 
forth  in  these  Articles,  was  identical 
with  that  of  the  Reformers  of  Ger¬ 
many  and  Switzerland.  Here  too 
they  resolved  to  publish  a  transla¬ 
tion  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  for  the 
use  of  their  people.  The  resolution 
was  carried  out  in  1535  by  the  pub¬ 
lication,  at  Neuchatel,  of  the  first 
French  translation  of  the  sacred 
volume,  to  which  was  prefixed  a 
Preface,  wherein  for  the  first  time 
the  legend  of  the  Apostolic  origin 
of  the  Waldensians,  hitherto  hinted 
at,  appears  in  its  full-blown  shape. 
There  is  an  extant  14th  cent.  Ger¬ 
man  translation  of  the  Bible  which 
has  been  asserted,  but  most  impro¬ 
bably,  to  be  due  to  the  Waldensi¬ 
ans  ;  and  it  is  certain  that  the  i6th 
cent.  MS.  Waldensian  translation  of 
the  Bible  was  made  from  the  Vulgate 
text,  and  corrected  by  reference  to 
the  Greek  text  of  an  edition  pub¬ 
lished  by  Erasmus. 

The  rugged  path  now  descends 
rapidly  to  the  banks  of  the  stream. 
The  valley  contracts,  and  the  rocks 
and  cliffs  in  front  seem  to  forbid 
farther  progress.  The  celebrated 
Barricade,  or  outwork  of  the  Pra,  is 
reached  in  about  2^  hrs.  from  An- 
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grogna.  A  huge  cliff  rises  over  the 
narrow  patli,  and  above  it  tower 
again  other  rugged  cliffs,  up  to  the 
summit  of  the  mountain.  Many  a  tale 
of  devotion  and  heroism  is  related  of 
this  spot.  Again  and  again,  during 
long  years  it  was  held  by  a  few 
Vaudois  against  armies.  The  guide 
will  point  out  a  deep  pool,  at  the 
foot  of  a  cascade,  called  The  Pool 
of  Sachette,  from  a  gigantic  cap¬ 
tain  of  papal  troops,  who  was  hurled 
into  it  by  the  Vaudois  in  1488. 
When  drawn  out  of  the  river  his 
dead  body  was  stretched  upon  an 
adjoining  flat  rock,  and  its  length 
marked  by  lines  which  remained 
until  obliterated  a  few  years  ago  by 
the  i^riest  of  La  Tour.  From  the 
Harricade,  which  is  sometimes 
called  Bochaillej  to  Pra  is  an  hr/s 
good  walking. 

Pra  del  Tor  {Meadoio  of  the 
Tower)  is  a  green,  basin-shaped 
valley,  encompassed  by  wild  moun¬ 
tains,  and  having  two  or  three  glens 
radiating  from  it.  A  mountaineer 
may  cross  the  Col  de  la  Chalanche^ 
or  de  Rons,  leading  hence  by  the 
13  Lacs  to  Prali  i^the  ascent  of  the 
Piinta  Coiirnour,  9410  ft.,  should  on 
no  account  be  omitted  by  any  one 
crossing  the  pass ;  it  involves  a 
short  extra  climb  of  only  679  ft., 
and  the .  view  is  very  flne),  or  by 
the  Passo  dell’  Infernetto  to  Le  Perrier  ; 
l)ut  the  only  approach  available  for 
troops  is  that  by  the  ravine  of  An- 
grogna.  It  was  the  sanctuary  of 
the  Vaudois  during  some  of  the 
most  terrible  of  their  persecutions, 
and  it  was  defended  by  them  with 
fierce  determination.  Aschoolhouse 
lias  now  been  built  in  the  Pra, 
and  the  Waldensian  minister  re¬ 
ceives  strangers  so  far  as  the  means 
at  his  disposal  permit. 

In  returning  from  the  Pra  a  lower 
path  may  be  taken,  still  following 
the  1.  bank  of  the  stream,  but  keep¬ 
ing  closer  to  the  river.  On  reaching 
the  mouth  of  the  valley,  about  i  m. 
from  La  Tour,  a  narrow  zigzag  path 
to  the  1.  leads  up  (^in  10  min.)  to  the 
old  Church  of  Chabas,  erected 


1630.  It  stands  on  a  commanding 
site,  and  is  on  the  confines  of  the 
parishes  of  San  Giovanni  or  St. 
Jean  and  Angrogna,  though  within 
the  latter.  Its  origin  was  this  :  ‘  In 
ancient  times  the  Vaudois  were  not 
permitted  to  have  a  church,  or  to 
hold  any  public  religious  service 
within  the  parish  of  St.  Jean  ;  they 
therefore  erected  this  ch.,  and  in  it 
the  Protestants  of  the  parish  were 
accustomed  to  meet  until  the  new 
ch.  of  St.  Jean  was  built.  Chabas 
contains  the  tombs  of  several 
Englishmen  of  distinction,  who, 
having  died  in  Italy,  could  only  ob¬ 
tain  religious  burial  within  the 
Vaudois  territory.  The  traveller, 
if  not  too  much  fatigued,  may  walk 
round  by  St.  Jean,  and  then  up  the 
main  road  to  La  Tour.  I'his  will 
require  an  hour  extra.’ — J.  L.  P. 

^rd  day.  Explore  the  valley  of 
Pellice,  taking  the  carriage-road  to 
Villar  hr.  ',  a  large  village  on 
the  1.  bank  of  the  river,  and  Bobbio 
and  the  interesting  spots  at  the 
head  of  the  glen  and  on  the  moun¬ 
tains  around  it,  as  described  below, 
and  returning  to  La  Tour  for  the 
night.  In  the  evening  the  Vandalino 
may  be  ascended  to  gain  the  mag¬ 
nificent  view,  and  see  another 
stronghold  of  the  Vaudois. 

The  road  from  La  Tour  up  the 
valley  of  the  Pellice,  widened  for 
carriages  as  far  as  Bobbio,  passes  by 
the  hamlet  of  St.  Marguerite, 
near  the  rock  of  Castellus,  on  the  face 
of  which  is  a  cavern,  only  to  be 
reached  by  a  rope,  in  which  the 
Vaudois  sheltered.  The  rock  rises 
behind  a  Protestant  church,  re¬ 
stored  by  Mrs.  Molyneux  Williams, 
and  containing  a  monument  to  Gen. 
Beckwith.  Beyond  this  hamlet  the 
scenery  of  the  valley  is  rich  and  pic¬ 
turesque.  About  half  way  up  the 
valley  the  large  village  of  Villar 
Pellice  is  passed. 

2  4  hrs.  from  La  Tour  is  Bobbio 
(2438  ft.).  Above  Bobbio  there  is 
only  a  mule-path,  7  hrs.’  walk  to 
Abritjs. 

[From  Bobbio  a  pass  N.  over  the 
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mountain  by  Serre  Cruel  and  the 
Col  Julien  (8015  ft.)  leads  to  Prali  in 
6  or  7  hrs.  From  La  Tour  this  is  a 
day’s  journey,  and  few  excursions 
offer  more  striking  scenes.  Near  the 
summit,  4  hrs.’  hard  walk  from 
Bobbio,  the  Monte  Vise,  surmount¬ 
ing  all  the  neighbouring  ridges, 
towers  up  grandly.  The  descent  to¬ 
wards  Prali  is  long  and  fatiguing, 
2  hrs.’  hard  walk.  Prali  consists  of 
4  separate  hamlets  ;  at  the  3rd  of 
which  (Ghigo)  strangers  are  received 
kindly  at  the  pastor’s  house,  if  he 
has  room.  From  Prali  down  the 
valley  to  Perosa  by  Perrero  (Rte. 
162)  is  4  hrs.  by  a  char-road.  From 
Bobbio  there  are  several  passes — the 
Sea  Bianca  the  most  frequented — 
leading  over  in  7  hrs.  or  so  to  Cris- 
solo  in  the  valley  of  the  Po.] 

On  leaving  Bobbio  a  long  wall  is 
seen,  an  embankment  made  to 
guard  the  village  from  the  inunda¬ 
tions  of  the  Pellice  ;  it  was  built  by 
a  grant  from  Oliver  Cromwell, 
during  whose  Protectorate  one  of 
those  fearful  calamities  nearly  de¬ 
stroyed  Bobbio.  A  little  beyond, 
the  stream  from  the  Col  Julien  is 
crossed,  and  the  mountain  ascent 
begins  ;  soon,  on  bending  to  the  1., 
the  scenery  becomes  wild,  though' 
the  bottom  is  still  occupied  by 
water-meadows  shaded  here  and 
there  by  walnut  and  chestnut  trees. 
The  last  view  down  the  valley  to¬ 
wards  Bobbio  is  very  fine. 

After  a  long  ascent  {taking  care  to 
always  remain  on  the  1.  hank  of  the  main 
valley  stream),  by  strangely  situated 
hamlets,  where  rocks  and  trees  of  the 
wildest  character  make  up  a  rapid 
succession  of  picturesque  scenes,  the 
path  reaches  an  abrupt  steep,  over 
which  is  poured  the  torrent  of  the 
Pellice,  and  further  progress  seems 
forbidden.  Up  amidst  fallen  frag¬ 
ments,  however,  a  path  is  found, 
threading  a  deep  ravine,  in  which 
are  the  ruins  of  the  fort  of  Mirdbouc, 
built  against  the  escarpments  of  the 
mountain,  in  a  gorge  which  is 
utterly  impassable  on  the  opposite 
side  ;  nor  is  there  a  path  on  the 


side  where  the  ruins  of  the  fort 
stand  that  does  not  pass  through  its 
former  gates.  The  fort  was  built  in 
the  1 6th  cent,  by  the  duke  of  Savoy 
to  oppose  the  French  troops  which 
were  sent  over  the  Col  de  la  Croix, 
and  was  demolished  after  the  wars 
of  the  French  revolution,  in  1796. 

[A  little  before  reaching  Mira- 
bouc,  a  valley  towards  the  rt.  leads 
to  the  village  of  Abrids,  by  the  Col 
de  Malaure,  a  shorter  but  more  rugged 
path  than  that  by  the  Col  de  la 
Croix.  Close  to  the  Inn  at  Pra,  the 
track  to  the  stony  Col  d’Urina,  lead¬ 
ing  to  Abides,  bears  to  the  N.W.  ; 
the  great  advantage  this  pass  lias 
over  its  neighbours  is  that  from  it 
(in  2  hrs.)  the  ascent  of  the  Tete  de 
Pelvas  or  Paravas  (9633  ft.)  may  be 
made,  and  a  glorious  view  gained  on 
eveiy  side.  A  direct  descent  may 
be  made,  so  that  there  is  no 
necessity  for  returning  to  the  col.] 

Above  the  Mirabouc  fort,  a  roughly 
pitched  path  through  a  narrow  and 
sterile  valley  enters  upon  the  mea¬ 
dows  of  the  Bergerie  de  Pra  (3 
hrs.  from  Bobbio,  5683  ft.), 

situated  in  the  midst  of  fertile  pas¬ 
turages,  where  barle}^  and  potatoes 
are  raised.  Here  the  traveller  finds 
a  small  mountain  Inn  with  more 
comfort  than  in  many  places  of 
much  greater  pretension,  and  from 
this  point,  by  continuing  up  the 
valley  of  the  Pellice,  he  may  reach 
the  French  side  of  Monte  Vise  by 
the  Col  de  Seylieres  (9272  ft.)  at  a  much 
earlier  hour  than  from  Abides ; 
having  crossed  it,  the  distance  is 
short  to  the  Col  de  la  Traversette,  and 
this  is  the  easiest  rte.  round  Monte 
Vise  from  the  Val  Pellice  to  the 
valley  of  the  Po. 

(Those  bound  to  the  "Val  Va- 
raita  can  reach  the  Col  de  Vallante 
in  about  ij  hr.  from  the  Col 
de  Seylieres.  A  more  direct  and 
even  more  striking  rte.  from 
Pra  to  Crissolo  is  by  the  Col  del  Luis- 
sas  (about  9843  ft.)  at  the  very  head 
of  the  valley,  between  the  Monte 
Meidassa  and  the  Monte  Granero,  the 
I  rte.  joining  that  from  the  Traver- 
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sette  at  the  base  of  the  last  steep 
ascent  on  the  Italian  side.  The 
former  peak  ( lo,  i88  ft.)  can  be  easily 
ascended  in  a  few  minutes  or,  if 
preferred,  climbed  direct,  and  de¬ 
scended  direct  on  the  other  side  ; 
the  latter  (10,401  ft.)  is  a  rough 
rock  scramble  of  i  hr.). 

The  ascent  to  the  Col  cle  la  Croix  is 
l)y  a  steep  path  called  La  Coche.  The 
summit  is  reached  in  hr.  from 
the  Bergerie  ;  and  from  the  highest 
point  (7576  ft.)  there  is  a  striking 
view  of  the  defile  of  Mirabouc,  while 
Monte  Vise  is  a  noble  object.  The 
pass  is  nearly  level  for  half  an  hr., 
and  then  the  track,  traversing  the 
side  of  a  hollow,  gradually  falls  to 
the  valley  of  the  Guil,  within  the 
territory  of  France.  On  the  col 
there  is  a  block  of  stone  carved 
with  the  fleur-de-lis,  and  the  cross 
of  Savoy,  to  mark  the  frontier,  and 
a  little  below  it  a  hospice.  The  de¬ 
scent  is  very  gradual  for  some  way 
aboye  a  gorge  called  Combe  de  la 
Croix  ;  and  here  and  there  traces  of 
an  intended  road  surveyed  under 
Napoleon  may  be  seen.  In  i  hr. 
the  traveller  reaches  La  Monta,  in 
the  valley  of  the  Guil,  where  is  the 
custom-house,  and  here  the  char- 
road  is  joined,  which  leads  through 
the  hamlet  of  Ristolas,  and  in  2| 
hrs.  from  the  pass  to 

Abrils,  a  town  of  900  Inhab. 
Notice  the  i6th  cent.  Eomanesque 
church,  and  the  curious  17th  cent, 
market-hall.  The  village  lies  at  a 
height  of  5092  ft. 

[Abides  is  a  splendid  centre  for 
excursions,  all  easy  and  all  com¬ 
manding  most  splendid  views.  The 
Brie  Froicl  (10,860  ft),  and  the  Grand 
Glayza  (10,781  ft.),  each  5  hrs.,  are 
specially  recommended.  The  Brie 
Bouehet  (9853  ft.)  is  a  fine  peak,  but  a 
more  difficult  climb  (5  hrs.).  For  the 
highly  recommended  ascent  of  the 
Cima  di  Losetfa  ( 10,020  ft.,  5  hrs.),  near 
the  Col  de  Vallante,  see  Rte.  165. 
The  passes  to  the  Val  Pellice  have 
been  noticed  above  ;  for  those  from 
the  upper  Guil  valley,  see  Rtes.  164 
and  165.  Two  passes,  the  Col  de  Turres, 


7|hrs.,  and  Col  La  Mayt,  7|  hrs.,  lead 
to  Cesanne,  and  a  third,  the  Col  de 
Malrif,  in  7  hrs.,  to  Brian9on  by  Cer- 
vieres.] 

Here  the  torrent  from  Valprevaire 
flows  into  the  Guil,  and  a  path  up 
it  leads  to  the  Cols  de  Malaure  and 
d’Urina,  mentioned  above. 

Below  Abides  the  excellent  road 
passes  near  the  valleys  in  which 
there  are  still  Protestant  communi¬ 
ties,  particularly  that  of  St.  Veran 
(Rte.  168  ,,  or  Val  de  Molines,  which 
joins  from  the  1.  the  valley  of  the 
Guil,  at  Villevieille,  a  little  above 
Chateau  Queyras,  and  the  valley  of 
Arvieux,  which  enters  that  of  the 
Guil  near  Chateau  Queyras.  To 
these,  and  the  Val  de  Freissinieres, 
on  the  other  side  of  the  Durance 
(see  Handbook  for  France,  Rte. 
i39\  the  name  of  the  Pays  de  Neff 
has  been  given,  to  commemorate  the 
services  rendered  to  these  commu¬ 
nities  by  the  Swiss  Protestant 
minister,  who  devoted  his  life  to 
renovating  and  sustaining  the  reli¬ 
gious  worship  of  the  Protestants  of 
these  valleys.  Felix  Neff,  like  Ober- 
lin,  the  good  pastor  of  the  Ban  de 
la  Roche,  not  only  promoted  the 
religious  faith  and  practice  of  these 
people,  but  established  schools,  and 
taught  them  agriculture,  and  the 
elements  of  other  useful  knowledge. 
He  died  in  1829,  at  the  early  age  of 
31.  His  name  throughout  these 
valleys  is  remembered  with  the 
deepest  reverence  and  affection.  3^: 
m.  from  Abides  is  Aiguilles,  the 
chief  place  in  the  valley,  nearly 
destroyed  by  fires  in  recent  years. 
2 1  hrs.  from  Abrils  is 

Chateau  Queyras,  finely  situa¬ 
ted  on  an  isolated  crag  :  it  is  gar¬ 
risoned,  and  entirely  commands  the 
valley,  and  from  every  point  of  view 
presents  a  most  picturesque  appear¬ 
ance. 

[From  Chateau  Queyras  the  Col 
d’Lzouard  (or  d’Hyzoar)  offers  a  direct 
and  easy  rte.  to  Brian9on,  char-road 
except  between  Cervibres  and  Bru- 
nissart,  a  distance  of  less  than  3 
hrs.  Not  far  from  the  top  ^7835  ft.) 
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is  a  Hospice  open  throughout  the 
year.  From  the  hospice  the  Roche- 
brnne  (10,906  ft.),  the  fine  peak  above 
Briaiifon,  can  be  ascended  in  4  or  5 
hr.s. — an  easy  ascent  but  a  very 
stony  one.  There  is  a  Club  hut  1300 
ft.  below  the  summit.] 

Below  Chateau  Queyras  the  new 
road  follows  the  stream,  then 
mounts  high  above  its  1.  bank  in  a 
fine  gorge,  and  joins  the  old  path 
at  La  Maison  clu  Roi,  at  the  entrance  of 
the  Ceillac  valley,  through  which 
are  passes  to  the  head  of  the  Ubaye 
valley  (Rte.  168).  The  gorges,  fine 
above  La  Maison  clu  Roi,  become  mag¬ 
nificent  lower  down,  the  road  run¬ 
ning  at  a  great  height  above  the 
torrent,  on  its  1.  bank.  The  Combe 
du  Queyras  is  one  of  the  wonders  of 
this  part  of  France.  (For  further 
details  as  to  the  whole  valley,  see 
Handbook  for  France,  Rte.  140). 

Guillestre,  a  little  town,  which 
was  one  of  the  stations,  during  the 
Avars  of  Napoleon,  for  English  pri¬ 
soners.  The  church  (built  1507-32) 
has  a  porch  of  3  arches  supported  by 
slender  pillars,  which  rest  on  lions 
of  a  mottled  red  marble.  From 
Guillestre  there  is  a  magnificent 
view  of  the  Mont  PeHoux  and  some 
other  of  the  snow-clad  giants  of  the 
Dauphine  Alps. 

A  little  below  Guillestre,  the  road 
I)asses  beneath  the 

Fort  of  Mont  Dauphin^  planned  liy 
Vauban  and  Catinat,  which  guards 
this  entrance  to  France — a  stronghold 
singularly  placed  on  a  precipitous 
rock  of  conglomerate  that  is  nearly 
insulated  at  the  mouth  of  the  Guil 
at  its  confluence  with  the  Durance. 
It  then  descends  to  (23  m.  from 
Abides)  the  Mont  Dauphin  Stat., 
on  the  railway  from  Gap  toBriaiifon, 
34]  m.  from  the  former,  and  i6|  m. 
from  the  latter  place.  (See  Hand¬ 
book  FOR  France,  Rte.  139.) 

If  this  excursion  be  commenced 
from  the  side  of  France  the  train 
from  Brian9.on  to  Gap  will  drop  tlip 
traA^eller  at  Mont  Dauphin.  An 
omnibus  will  take  him  on  to  Guil¬ 
lestre.  There  he  can  hire  a  one- 


horse  caleche  for  Abrils,  stopping 
at  Chateau  Queyras  to  rest  and  dine. 
(,To  Abides,  6  hrs.,  exclusive  of  stops.) 
A  diligence  runs  daily  betAveen 
these  places. 


ROUTE  164. 

MONT  DAUPHIN  TO  SALUZZO,  BY 

THE  COL  DE  LA  TRAVERSETTE. 

Mont  Dauphin 
15I  m.  Chateau  Queyras  ) 

23  m.  Abries ....  ( 

5  hrs.  Col  de  la  Traver- 

sette  patli 

3|  hrs.  Crissolo  ....  ,, 

6|  m.  Paesana  ....  road 
13  m.  Saluzzo  ...  .  ,, 

This  is  a  fine  pass  leading  past 
Monte  Viso,  and  by  the  head-Avaters 
of  the  Po.  Abries  to  Crissolo  8  to 
9  hrs.  on  foot. 

From  Mont  Dauphin  to  Chateau 
Queyras  the  road  passes  above  a 
magnificent  ravine  ;  thence  to 
Abries  the  scenery  is  tamer  (Rte. 
163).  Thence  to  Crissolo,  in  the 
A-alley  of  the  Po,  the  pass  is  only 
for  pedestrians,  though  there  is 
a  rough  char-road  for  2^  hrs.  up  the 
valley  beyond  Abries,  and  on  the 
Italian  side  horses  can  mount  to  the 
entrance  to  the  tunnel.  (To  the  S. 
of  it  nearer  Monte  Vise,  is  a  smug¬ 
glers’  pass,  called  the  Col  del  Colour 
( =  couloir)  del  Porco. ) 

After  passing  Ristolas,  and  as¬ 
cending  to  La  Monta,  where  the 
path  to  the  Col  de  la  Croix  turns  off 
1.,  and  La  Chalp  (a  little  beyond\ 
Avhere  those  to  the  head  of  the  Val 
Varaita  by  the  Col  de  Vallante,  Col  de 
Soustras  or  the  Col  de  Ruines,  or  by  the 
Col  Vieux  to  Molines,  turns  off  rt. — 
the  rte.  continues  up  the  valley  of 
the  Guil  to  the  highest  huts. 

The  valley  of  the  Guil  above  Abries 
is  narrow  and  savage  :  bare  and  pre¬ 
cipitous  escarpments  descend  to  the 
torrent,  and  form  its  1.  boundary  : 
the  bed  of  the  Guil  is  filled  Avith 
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enormous  rocks.  The  road  ascends 
the  rt.  bank  over  pasturages  abound¬ 
ing  in  rare  jjlants.  Above  these  the 
Monte  Vise  continually  presents  it¬ 
self,  filling  the  open  space  formed  by 
the  sides  of  the  valley.  The  ascent 
of  Monte  Vise  from  this  side  (first 
made  in  1879)  is  difficult.  To  the  r. 
tower  the  singular  cliffs  of  the  Roche 
Taillanfe  (10,499  the  glacier- 

clad  mass  of  the  Grande  Aiguilletfe 
(10,781  ft.),  both  accessible  ;  the 
formbr  with  difficulty  from  the 
valley  leading  to  the  Col  Vieux. 
Near  an  enormous  solitary  tree 
visible  from  afar,  the  track  leaves 
the  valley,  and  mounts  to  the  N.E. 
over  steep  pastures  past  the  lonely 
Bergerie  du  Gland  Vallon  (8782  ft.). 

[From  this  point  a  pedestrian  may 
reach  Bobbio  in  5  hrs.,  and  La  Tour 
de  Luserne  in  7  hrs.  by  the  Col  de 
Seylieres,  descending  to  the  head  of 
the  Val  Pellice.  To  the  rt.  diverges 
the  path  to  Val  Varaita  by  the  Col  de 
Vallante  (Rte.  166).] 

Above  the  Bergerie  du  Grand  Vallon 
the  pasturages  are  left,  and  the  as¬ 
cent  lies  over  a  track  rudely  paved 
with  large  stones.  This  has  been 
several  times  repaired,  so  as  to 
enable  mules  to  pass,  but  fresh 
damage  is  constantly  arising,  and 
during  some  summers  the  snow  lies 
low  on  both  sides  of  the  pass.  The 
paved  road  extends  to  the  Tunnel  of 
the  Traversette,  pierced  through 
the  mountain  270  ft.  below  the  crest. 
Its  entrance,  long  closed  by  the  fallen 
debris  of  the  precipices,  has  been 
cleared  of  all  obstacles,  and  opened 
out  so  as  to  render  this  pass  easy  to 
ordinary  pedestrians.  The  tunnel 
is  246  ft.  long,  6|  ft.  high,  and  8|  ft. 
wide. 

Documents  existing  at  Turin  prove 
that  ihePertids  du  Viso,  as  the  tunnel 
is  called,  was  excavated,  1480, 
by  Ludovico  II.,  Marquess  of  Sa- 
luzzo  ;  who,  with  a  spirit  beyond  his 
age,  undertook  this  extraordinary 
work  for  the  commercial  interests 
of  his  people,  by  making  a  safe  rte. 
from  Saluzzo  to  Dauphine.  By 
treaty  with  Louis  XI.  of  France,  who 


contributed  towards  the  expenses  on 
his  side  of  the  mountain,  this  road 
was  opened  to  receive  from  France, 
by  laden  mules,  salt,  drapery,  and 
metal  wares,  in  return  for  nut-oil, 
wine,  rice,  and  flax  from  the  mar- 
quessate  of  Saluzzo.  By  means  of 
this  tunnel,  and  the  roads  con¬ 
structed  as  approaches,  intercourse 
was  open  6  or  8  months  in  the  year. 
The  tunnel  was  begun  in  1478,  and 
completed  in  1480  ; — an  extraordi¬ 
nary  work  to  accomiDlish  in  that 
time,  as  the  labourers  could  only 
work,  at  that  height,  about  4  or  5 
months  in  the  year.  It  greatly 
fiicilitates  the  passage,  though  the 
perpendicular  height  saved  is  only 
some  270  ft.  The  original  docu¬ 
ments  relating  to  this  remarkable 
undertaking,  and  a  sketch  of  the 
history  of  the  tunnel  (sometimes 
called  Buco  di  Viso)  may  be  found  in 
an  admirable  monograph  (in  French) 
by  Signor  Luigi  Vaccarone,  Le  Per- 
t'uis  du  Viso  (Turin,  1881'). 

The  tunnel  has  been  frequently 
blocked  by  rocks,  sometimes  in¬ 
tentionally  by  the  sovereigns  on 
either  side.  It  was  opened  in  1803, 
and  since  1856  has  been  made  more 
accessible,  but  it  is  closed  by  snow 
after  severe  winters.  It  takes  10 
min.  to  pass  through  it,  and  there 
is  a  broken  iron  handrail  inside. 

From  the  Col  (|  hr.  beyond  the 
tunnel,  and  5  hrs.  from  Abides)  the 
view  down  the  valley  of  the  Po,  and 
over  the  plains  of  Italy,  is  pre-emi¬ 
nently  beautiful.  From  a  height  of 
9679  ft.  above  the  sea  the  eye  follows 
the  mountain  vista  to  a  level  ex¬ 
panse,  which  extends  at  least  100 
m.  to  the  horizon,  and  is  studded 
with  bright  but  indistinct  spots, 
marking  the  positions  of  the  towns 
of  Piedmont.  In  contrast  to  this 
vague  and  far-stretching  distance, 

I  the  rocks  of  Monte  Viso  rise  grandly 
!  nearly  3000  ft.  over  the  head  of  the 
I  traveller.  To  gain  a  view  of  the 
!  Alps  towards  the  N.,  it  is  necessary 
[  to  descend  a  little  towards  Italy, 

!  and  then  mount  an  eminence  on  the 
'  1.,  which  before  obscured  that  part 
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of  the  chain.  A  still  finer  view  is 
obtained  by  mounting  in  i  hr.  over 
screes  and  snow  to  the  top  of  the 
fine  rocky  peak,  immediately  S.  of 
the  pass,  the  Monte  di  Marie  (10,368 
ft.). 

The  traveller  who  would  enjoy 
this  view  should  leave  Abides  so  as 
to  be  on  the  col  by  9  o’clock  or 
earlier,  before  the  midday  vapours 
I’ise  in  the  plains  and  valley  of  the 
Po,  and  obscure  the  prospect. 

The  Col  de  la  Traversette  is  a  mere 
ridge,  so  narrow  that  it  is  crossed  in 
a  few  paces.  On  it  are  remains  of  a 
redoubt ;  and  during  the  wars  of  the 
Revolution  many  struggles  were 
made  and  skirmishes  fought  for  its 
possession. 

The  traveller  has  to  proceed  down 
a  steep  and  difficult  path  towards 
the  valley  of  the  Po,  which  early  in 
the  season  when  covered  with  snow, 
may  be  difficult  and  even  dangerous. 
In  a  few  minutes  the  Italian  en¬ 
trance  (marked  by  splashes  of  red 
paint  on  the  rocks)  of  the  tunnel  is 
passed,  and  at  a  fine  spring  the  rte. 
from  Pra  at  the  head  of  the  Val 
Pellice  by  the  Col  del  Luissas  (Rte. 
163)  falls  in.  [Hence  the  Monte  Mei- 
dassa  (10,188  ft.)  can  be  reached 
easily  in  i  hr,  the  Monte  Granero 
(10,401  ft.)  in  2  hrs.  with  rather 
more  difficulty —views  from  both 
most  superb.]  About  1000  ft. 
below  the  col  a  mass  of  rock  is 
turned  abruptly,  and  on  the  rt. 
opens  a  scene  which  is  perhaps  the 
finest  on  the  pass.  The  peak  of 
Monte  Yiso  rises  magnificently  from 
the  side  of  a  deep  valley,  in  which 
are  some  dark  little  lakes,  the  sources 
of  the  Po,  and  below  them  the  river 
is  seen  to  trickle  in  a  silver  line 
down  the  black  rocks,  from  the  base 
of  the  Vise  into  the  valley  beyond. 
Nothing  can  exceed  the  impression 
of  solitude  and  grandeur  made  by 
this  scene.  At  length,  however, 
the  savage  wildness  of  the  summit 
is  passed,  and  vegetation  is  reached 
(i  hr.)  in  a  beautiful  plain  covered 
with  rich  herbage.  This  spot  is 
called  the  Piano  del  Re  (6725  ft.),  and 


on  it  an  Albergo  Alpino,  well  spoken 
of,  has  been  opened.  (Here  is  the 
douane.) 

A  short  descent  from  the  Piano 
del  Re  (past  the  first  waterfall  of  the 
infant  Po)  leads  to  another  little 
plain,  the  Piano  di  Fiorensa,  so  named 
from  its  beautiful  flowers.  Nearly 
2  m.  below  it  is  the  first  hamlet, 
Piano  Melze,  a  name  derived  from  a 
forest  of  larches  (melesi),  which  for¬ 
merly  covered  it.  About  3  m.  fur¬ 
ther  the  traveller  reaches  the  high¬ 
est  village  (i|:  hr.  from  the  Piano  del 
Re). 

Crissolo  (4374  ft.).  10  min.  dis¬ 

tant  on  the  N.  hillside  is  the  Sanc¬ 
tuary  of  San  Chiafiredo,  com- 
manding  a  noble  view  of  Monte  Vise 
and  the  bare  downs  and  wooded  glens 
at  its  base.  The  adjoining  Hosjnce  is 
now  a  large  Inn,  with  fair  food,  but 
during  the  pilgrimage  month  (Sep¬ 
tember)  generally  over-crowded, 
noisy  and  dirty.  The  local  saint 
was  a  member  of  the  Theban  legion, 
who  escaped  the  massacre  at  St. 
Maurice  to  lay  here  his  wonder¬ 
working  bones,  which  are  now  the 
objects  of  a  pilgrimage,  which  pro¬ 
bably  dates  from  pre-Christian  times 
and  is  a  survival  of  river-worship. 
The  present  church  was  built  in 
1551  6y  the  French,  who  held  the 
marquessate  of  Soluzzo  from  1529  to 
1588,  and  exchanged  it  in  1601  for 
Bresse,  Bugey,  and  Gex. 

There  is  a  large  cavern,  the  Raima 
di  Rio  Martino,  in  the  limestone  hill¬ 
side  S.  of  the  village.  It  has  many 
chambers  and  some  curious  stalac¬ 
tites,  and  has  been  recently  rendered 
accessible  ;  it  is  worth  visiting,  and 
magnesium  lights  should  be  taken 
from  the  Inn. 

Crissolo  is  an  admirable  centre  for 
excursions,  and  is  destined  to  future 
celebrity. 

That  most  to  be  recommended  is 

to  the  sources  of  the  Po  and  ascent  of  the 
Visomout. 

The  path  leading  to  the  Col  de  la 
Traversette  is  followed  as  far  as  the 
1  Piano  del  Re.  5  min.  from  the  Inn 
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is  the  fine  spring  called  the  source  of 
the  Po,  though  it  is  really  fed  from 
the  lakes  to  which  the  traveller  pro¬ 
ceeds.  Here  the  traveller  mounts  to 
the  1.  to  the  Lago  di  Fiorenza — 6oo 
yds.  long  by  200  yds.  broad — on 
which  a  boat  has  been  placed.  A 
rough  ascent  past  several  smaller 
tarns  leads  to  the  Passo  dei  Viso  (2^ 
hrs.  from  the  Piano  del  Ee),  the 
lowest  point  in  the  ridge  connecting 
the  Visomouf,  or  Visomozzo  (9902  ft.), 
with  the  great  mountain,  to  which  it 
serves  as  a  Hornli.  It  is  accessible 
in  I  hr.  from  the  col,  and  well  re¬ 
pays  ascent.  From  the  col,  passing 
the  Lago  Grande,  but  leaving  several 
other  tarns  to  the  1.,  the  path  from 
the  Passo  delle  Sagnette  is  joined 
and  followed  to  Crissolo  (3^  hrs. 
from  the  Pass  dei  Viso).  The  whole 
excursion  from  Crissolo,  including 
the  Visomout,  will  take  8  to  10  hrs. 

The  Monte  Frioland  (8924  ft.),  4  to 
5  hrs.  To  those  who  hesitate  to 
climb  Monte  Viso  this  prominent 
summit  in  the  range  N.  of  Crissolo 
offers  probably  the  best  panoramic 
view  of  the  plain  and  the  great  circle 
of  the  Alps,  including  the  peaks  of 
Dauphine.  Horses  could  certainly 
be  taken  to  within  an  hour  of  the 
top.  A  pedestrian  might  find  a 
beautiful  walk  by  descending  di¬ 
rectly  to  La  Tour  in  Val  Pellice. 
The  fine  rock  peak  of  the  Visolotto  (N. 
and  highest  point,  11,001  ft.)  may 
be  ascended  by  a  good  rock  climb  uj) 
the  E.  face  in  4^  hrs.  from  the  Inn  on 
the  Piano  del  Ee,  and  descended  on 
the  W.  to  the  head  of  the  Guil  valley, 
and  the  return  made  in  5  hrs.  from 
the  summit  by  way  of  the  gap  to  its 
S.,  the  Col  du  Visolotto. 

Monte  Viso  (12,609  ft.),  the 
highest  point  of  the  Cottian  Alps, 
was  first  ascended,  1861,  by  Messrs. 
W.  Mathews  and  F.  W.  Jacoml>,  with 
the  guides  J.  B.  Croz  and  Michel  Croz 
of  Chamonix,  by  way  of  the  S.  face. 
An  active  climber  will  find  it  pos¬ 
sible  to  make  the  ascent  in  the  day 
from  Crissolo,  but  it  is  better,  in 
order  to  have  a  good  view,  to  sleep 
at  the  Alpetto  Eefuge  2  hrs.  above  the 


village,  or  at  the  new  Club  hut  at 
the  S.  foot,  5  hrs.  from  Crissolo — 3  or 
4  hrs.  only  from  the  top.  The  S.  base 
of  the  peak  is  reached  by  the  Passo 
delle  Sagnette.  The  climb  under 
ordinary  conditions  offers  little 
difficulty  to  fair  cragsmen,  and  is 
now  frequently  accomplished.  The 
mountain  has  been  reached  direct 
from  the  Piano  del  Ee  by  a  very  hard 
climb  by  way  of  the  N.E.  face,  and 
by  an  easier  one  from  the  Lago 
Grande  up  the  very  steep  E.  face. 

Monte  Viso  throws  out  to  the  E. 
a  spur  which  divides  the  Po  and  its 
tributary  the  Lenta  ;  to  the  S.E.  the 
ridges  from  it  divide  the  valleys  of 
the  Po  and  Varaita  ;  and  towards  the 
S.W.  another  spur  divides  the  valleys 
of  the  Guil  and  Ubaye.  Monte  Viso 
is  mentioned  by  Pomp.  Mela  and 
Pliny  as  the  source  of  the  Po,  and 
Virgil  takes  his  wild  boar  from  the 
pine-bearing  Vesulus. 

Now  that  there  is  tolerable  accom¬ 
modation  at  Crissolo,  the  best  way 
to  make  the  Tour  of  Monte  Viso 
is  to  take  a  guide  from  that  village 
and  cross  the  ridge  separating  the 
Po  from  the  Lenta  ;  climb  the  slope 
of  debris  to  the  Passo  delle  Sagnette,  at 
the  head  of  Val  delle  Forciolline  ; 
descend  that  valley,  to  Val  Vallante  ; 
then  over  the  Col  cle  Vallante  to  the 
head  of  the  valley  of  the  Guil ;  and 
back  by  the  Traversette  to  the  valley 
of  the  Po.  This  tour  was  first  effect¬ 
ed  in  1839  by  Prof.  Forbes  in  14  hrs., 
starting  from  the  valley  of  the  Guil 
on  the  French  side.  It  is  a  severe 
day’s  work,  and  had  far  better  be 
broken  into  two  days,  sleeping  at 
Casteldelfino,  to  which  there  are 
two  more  direct  and  lower  passes  in 
the  ridge  S.E.  of  the  Sagnette.  The 
Sagnette  takes  9  hrs.,  the  Passo  di 
San  Chiaffredo,  8  hrs.,  and  the  Colie 
di  Luca  6  hrs. 

There  are  many  passes  across  from 
Crissolo  to  the  Val  Pellice,  mentioned 
in  the  last  Ete.  The  Col  del  Luissas 
is  recommended  to  climbers,  the  Col 
de  Sea  Bianca  with  which  the  Monte 
Frioland  (see  above)  may  be  combined, 
to  moderate  walkers  and  the  Colle 
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delle  Porte  to  those  who  are  specially 
interested  in  the  Vaudois. 

A  good  carriage-road  leads  throngh 
the  very  picturesque  ravine  of  the 
Po,  below  Crissolo.  It  descends 
rapidly  beside  the  stream  to  the 
junction  of  the  Po  and  the  Lenta. 

[Above  the  coniluence  is  the  vil¬ 
lage  of  Oneino,  in  a  striking  situa¬ 
tion  between  the  two  rivers.  The 
view  from  it  of  the  valley  of  the  Po, 
and  the  plains  of  Piedmont,  is 
singularly  fine.  An  easy  pass  leads 
fi’om  it  to  Sampeyre  in  Val  Vamita.] 

Below  this  spot  the  chestnut 
woods  begin,  and  the  scenery  grows 
softer  as  the  road  enters  the  fertile 
basin  of 

Paesana  {6\  m.)  (7400  Inhab., 
1955  ft.).  The  view  hence  of  Monte 
Vise  is  superb.  Besiderius,  King  of 
the  Lombards,  who  was  defeated  by 
Charlemagne,  and  kept  prisoner  for 
a  long  time  at  Vienne,  inDauphine, 
was  permitted  at  last  to  take  up  his 
residence  at  Paesana  where  he  died, 
at  least  so  says  tradition. 

[A  tolerable  road  branches  off  to 

4 ;[  m.  Barge,  and  passes  through  a 
beautiful  and  rich  country,  by  Bi- 
biana  and  Luserna  S.  Giovanni  to  La 
Tour  (Rte.  163).  There  is  a  Rhj. 
8  m.,  I  hr.)  from  Barge  to  Briche- 
rasio  on  the  line  from  Turin  to  La 
Tour,  this  being  the  shortest  way  of 
gaining  either  La  Tour  or  Turin  from 
Crissolo.] 

Between  Paesana  and  Saluzzo  are 

3I  m.  Sanfront  (4887  Inhab.)  and 
the  villages  of  Gamhasca  and  Mar- 
tiniana.  At  the  latter,  the  valley, 
widening  to  the  plain,  is  altogether 
left  by  the  traveller,  and  for  the 
remaining  distance  of  6  or  7  m.,  the 
road,  skirting  the  mountain,  runs 
on  a  level  to 

13  m.  Saluces  (Ital.  Saluzzo'),  a  town 
of  16,237  Inhab.  Cathedral,  begun 
in  1480.  The  old  Castle  of  the  Mar¬ 
quesses  of  Saluces,  above  the  town, 
is  now  a  prison.  Fine  vieiv  from  its 
terrace.  In  one  of  the  squares  is  a 
statue  of  Silvio  Pellico,  author  of  Mie 
Prigioni,  born  here  1789.  Fine  ' 


fruits,  peaches,  figs.  Rly.  hence  to 
Turin  by  Savigliano  in  2  hrs.  Tram¬ 
way  to  Cuneo  in  2^  hrs.,  and  to 
Pinerolo  in  2  hrs. 
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ABRILs  to  cuneo,  by  the  col  D£ 

VALLANTE  AND  VAL  VARAITA 
OR  VAL  MAIRA,  VAL  GRANA. 

This  route  leads  through  very 
beautiful  and  grand  scenery,  which 
has  been  much  neglected  by  tourists. 

The  Monte  Viso,  while  itself 
wholly  in  Italy,  juts  out  from  the 
main  chain  of  the  Cottian  Alps  in 
the  form  of  a  bastion,  of  which  the 
acute  inner  angle  belongs  to  France, 
and  sends  its  waters  to  the  Guil .  The 
N.E.  face  rises  above  the  head  of  the 
valley  of  the  Po,  while  the  S.  face 
sends  its  waters  through  various 
secondary  valleys  to  the  Val  Varaita. 

The  summit  of  Monte  Viso  being 
considered  the  salient  angle  of  the 
bastion,  the  pass  of  the  Traversetfe 
lies  N.W.  of  it,  the  Col  de  Vallaute, 
immediately  W.,  crossing  the  S.  face 
of  the  bastion. 

From  Abrids  the  rte.  is  the  same 
as  in  Rte.  164,  as  long  as  the  path 
remains  in  the  valley.  At  that 
point,  instead  of  turning  up  to  the 
1.,  the  main  valley  is  followed  for 
j  hr.  towards  Monte  Viso,  seen  across 
the  depression  which  forms  the  pass. 
The  scenery  here  is  very  fine.  The 
head  of  the  valley  forms  an  amphi¬ 
theatre  ;  in  the  nearly  level  bottom 
snow  lies  for  9  or  10  months  of  the 
year ;  and  around,  especially  to¬ 
wards  the  summit  of  the  mountain, 
precipitous  faces  of  rock  alternate 
with  shelving  snow-slopes.  Not¬ 
withstanding  the  height  of  Mte. 
Viso  (12,609  ft.)',  none  but  small 
glaciers  of  the  second  order  are 
formed  about  it,  partly  because  of 
its  extreme  steepness,  partly  because 
the  climate  is  here  very  sensibly 
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warmer  than  that  of  Switzerland  or 
northern  Piedmont. 

Tlie  ascent  to  the  Col  de  Vallanfe 
lies  up  debris  mingled  with  snow 
at  the  base  of  some  vertical  rocks, 
keeping  rather  to  the  1.  Above 
the  debris  is  a  snow  ridge,  over 
which  the  course  bears  somewhat 
to  the  rt.  or  E.  of  S.,  till  the  traveller 
suddenly  finds  himself  on  the  sum¬ 
mit  (9269  ft.),  (5  Ill’s,  from  Abries\  at 
the  upper  margin  of  a  steep  hollow, 
the  bottom  of  which  is  filled  with 
snow.  ■•[From  the  col,  the  rocky  point 
(10,726  ft.),  at  which  the  great  spur 
on  which  stands  the  Viso,  joins  the 
frontier  ridge,  may  be  climbed  by 
a  rough  scramble  up  the  S.  ridge 
andW.  face  in  i|  hr.  It  has  been 
variously  named  Punta  Gasfaldi  (in 
honour  of  the  eminent  Piedmontese 
geologist)  on  the  Italian  map,  Visoidet, 
on  the  French  map,  and  Viso  de  Vcd- 
lante  by  some  writers.  The  peak  im¬ 
mediately  to  the  W.  of  the  Col  de 
Vallante,  the  Cima  di  Lozetta  or  Poinie 
Joanne  (in  honour  of  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  French  Alpine  Club) 
(10,020  ft.),  may  be  climbed  from  the 
col  by  steep  rocks,  but  is  more  con¬ 
veniently  gained  from  the  Col  de 
Soustras  to  its  W.,  or  the  glen  leading 
up  to  that  pass  from  the  head  of  the 
Guil  valley  (cairn  on  top  is  i|  hr. 
from  the  Guil.)  The  latter  ascent 
ought  to  be  made  by  every  one  cross¬ 
ing  the  col,  as  from  no  point  can  the 
grand  precipices  of  the  Viso  be  more 
splendidly  seen.] 

The  descent,  though  steep,  pre¬ 
sents  no  real  difficulty.  Care  must 
be  taken  to  keep  to  the  rt.  side  of 
the  ravine  which  commences  below 
the  snow-slopes.  The  path  becomes 
gradually  better  marked  and  long, 
keeps  along  the  rt.  bank  of  the  stream 
which  is  crossed  near  the  Soulieres 
chalets,  i  hr.  from  the  col,  and  at  the 
opening  of  the  Val  delle  Forciolline, 
through  which  lie  the  routes  to  the 
Viso  and  the  Passo  delle  Sagnette. 

A  short  distance  below  the  chalets 
trees  begin  to  appear,  and  the  scen¬ 
ery  of  the  lower  part  of  the  Val  de 
Vallante  is  very  beautiful,  the  charm 


being  enhanced  by  its  contrast  with 
the  bare  and  savage  rocks  of  the 
higher  glens  of  Monte  Viso.  At  the 
picturesque  hamlet  of  Caslelponte  (| 
hr.)  the  mule-path  from  the  Col  dell' 
Agnello  to  Casteldelfino  is  joined; 
but  there  are  footpaths  which  make 
the  way  shorter  and  pleasanter. 
After  the  meadows  below  Castel- 
ponte  are  traversed,  a  steep  and 
tiring  descent  leads  in  i  hr.  to 

Casteldelfino  (Chateau  Dauphin', 
8  Ill’s,  from  Abries,  the  chief  village 
of  the  upper  Val  Varaita  (4152  ft.). 
The  position  is  very  beautiful  ;  and 
if  the  accommodation  were  better, 
it  would  be  an  excellent  place  for 
headquarters.  It  is  one  of  the 
starting-points  for  the  ascent  of 
Monte  Viso.  The  jiicturesque  ruins 
of  the  old  castle  (built  1330  by  the 
Dauphin  of  the  Viennois)  above  the 
ancient  chapel  of  Sant’  Eusebio, 
command  a  fine  view  of  Monte  Viso, 
and  recall  the  fact  that  the  Varaita 
valley  and  its  glens  formed  part 
of  Dauphine,  then  of  France,  till,  in 
1713?  by  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  it 
(with  Fenestrelle  and  Exilles)  was 
exchanged  for  the  valley  of  Barce- 
lonnette,  which  belonged  to  Savoy, 
though  on  the  W.  side  of  the  Alps. 

Several  interesting  ascents  may 
be  made  from  Castelfieldno.  Tlie 
finest  is  ih.e  Pelvo  d’ Elva  (10,053  ff-) 
(2^  hrs.  from  the  Col  della  Bicocca, 
or  5|  hrs.  from  Casteldelfino \  which 
commands  a  grand  view  of  tlie 
Alps  and  of  the  plains.  The  TDe  des 
Toillies  (10,430  ft.)  is  ij:  hr.  from 
the  Col  de  Longet  (the  last  j  hr. 
an  enjoyable  rock  scramble),  or 
6j  hrs.  from  Casteldelfino.  The 
Pain  de  Sucre  (10,552  ft.)  is  hrs., 
and  the  Grande  Aiguillette  (10,^81  ft.  . 
3  hrs.,  from  the  Hospice  a  few  min. 
below  the  Col  delT  Agnello,  on  the 
French  side  and  about  5  hrs.  from 
Casteldelfino. 

The  Val  Varaita,  which  runs 
due  E.  for  nearly  20  m.  hence  to 
Venasca,  where  it  opens  out  into 
the  plain,  differs  in  character  from 
the  neighbouring  valleys.  Being 
less  contracted,  it  has  fine  open  pas- 
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tures,  extensive  pine-forests  on  the 
mountain  slopes,  and  some  tillage 
in  the  bottom  of  the  valley.  Above 
Casteldelfino  it  is  separated  into  two 
branches  by  the  ridge  descending 
from  the  Grand  Ruhren  (11,142  ft.'), 
one  of  the  highest  peaks  S.  of  Monte 
Viso. 

[The  N.  branch,  orVal  diChianale, 
leads  by  the  Col  de  Euines  or  the  Col 
de  Soustra,  by  the  Guil  valley  to 
Abides  ;  by  the  Col  dell’  Agnello  to 
Villevieille  and  Chateau  Queyras 
;Rte.  163)  ;  or  by  the  Col  de  St.  Veran 
to  St.  Veran.  The  Agnello  (8  hrs.) 
is  an  excellent  mule-path  with  a 
Hospice  close  to  the  summit,  where 
rough  accommodation  may  be  had. 
The  scenery  is  agreeable  throughout. 
The  Col  de  Longet  leads  to  Barcelon- 
nette,  through  the  valley  of  the 
Ubaye  (Rte.  168).  All  these  passes 
are  from  8700  to  10,000  ft.  in  height. 
The  S.  branch  or  Val  di  Bellino, 
communicates  by  the  Col  de  Lautaret 
and  other  passes  with  the  valley  of 
the  Ubaye.  N.  of  Casteldelfino,  three 
lateral  glens  lead  to  the  valley  of 
the  Po,  by  the  Code  di  Luca  (the 
shortest'',  Passo  di  S.  Chiaffredo,  and 
Passo  delle  Sagnette.  The  last  is  the 
nearest  to  Monte  Viso.  It  lies  at 
the  head  of  the  Val  delle  Forciolline, 
which  branches  rt.  from  the  Val  de 
Vallante,  at  the  Soulidres  chalets. 
The  Col  della  Bicocca  leads  due  S.  into 
the  Val  Maira.] 

From  Casteldelfino  it  is  6|-  m.  by 
a  good  road  to  Sampeyre,  the  chief 
town  (5762  Inhab.)  in  Val  Varaita 
and  thence  it  is  a  dusty  drive  of  i2| 
m.  to  Venasca,  which  is  io|  m.  either 
from  SoluzzQ.  (by  steam  tramway),  or 
from  the  Maddalena  stat.  on  the  rly. 
from  Turin  to  Cuneo. 

Val  Maira. 

Those  who  wish  to  see  more  of 
this  region  of  the  Alps  should  cross 
the  ridge  S.  of  Casteldelfino,  sepa¬ 
rating  the  valleys  of  Varaita  and 
Maira.  The  ascent  (by  a  mule-path) 
to  the  Col  della  Bicocca,  from  the 
hamlet  of  Posterle,  |  hr.  from  Castel¬ 
delfino,  is  very  beautiful,  partly 
through  pine-forest,  partly  through 


open  pastures  covered  with  rare  and 
beautiful  alpine  plants.  It  is  but  a 
slight  detour  to  ascend  nearly  due 
S.,  reaching  the  ridge  a  little  to  the 
E.  of  the  actual  col  (7511  ft.,  3  hrs.). 
The  views  in  the  ascent,  and  from 
the  summit,  are  very  beautiful. 
Monte  Viso  is  of  course  the  most 
conspicuous  object,  but  in  many 
other  directions  rugged  ranges  are 
seen,  whose  very  existence  is  un¬ 
known  to  the  generality  of  Alpine 
travellers.  W.  of  the  col  is  a  fine 
rocky  peak,  the  Pelvo  d’Elva  (10,053 
ft.)!,  which  commands  a  still  finer 
view  (22  hrs.  from  the  col). 

From  the  crest  of  the  ridge  there 
is  a  mule-path  leading  down  to  a 
small  cluster  of  poor  houses, 
Chiosso,  at  the  head  of  a  ravine  which 
runs  due  S.  to  the  main  valley. 
Like  the  Val  Maira  itself,  these 
tributary  valleys  or  ravines  are 
extremely  abrupt,  so  that  it  is  a 
matter  of  labour  and  difficulty,  often 
an  impossibility,  to  cross  them.  It 
is  therefore  necessary  to  decide  in 
time  whether  the  traveller  intends 
to  steer  for  Prazzo,  or  whether  he  pro¬ 
poses  to  reach  on  the  same  day  S. 
Damiano,  at  the  lower  end  of  the 
valley.  In  either  case  a  consider¬ 
able  detour  is  rendered  necessary  by 
the  steepness  of  all  the  mountain 
slopes.  The  course  to  Prazzo  lies  to 
the  rt.  of  the  main  ravine,  and  crosses 
a  second  low  col,  Colle  di  San  Michele, 
before  reaching  Prazzo  (3  hrs.\ 
[Prazzo  is  3|  m.  from  the  highest 
village  in  the  valley  Acceglio,  whence 
there  are  many  passes  into  the  Ubaye 
valley,  of  which  the  Col  de  Maurin  or 
de  Mary  (7  hrs.)  is  traversed  by  a 
mule  track.  From  Prazzo  the  Col 
de  Siboulet  leads  over  to  the  Val 
Grana  in  7  hrs,  and  there  are  passes 
also  from  Prazzo  and  Acceglio 
to  the  Val  Stura  in  8  hrs.  or  so,  the 
Col  del  Mulo  being  the  most  frequented 
mule-path').] 

That  to  Stroppo,  for  the  lower  part 
of  the  Val  Maira,  after  a  rapid  de¬ 
scent,  goes  to  the  1.  by  the  village  of 
Elva.  The  scenery  throughout  bears 
comparison  with  many  districts  of 
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far  greater  celebrity  ;  and  tlie  view  of 
the  ranges  of  the  Maritime  Alps,  from 
a  projecting  eminence,  which  must 
be  crossed  by  a  short  ascent  from 
the  village  of  Elva,  is  most  striking. 
Stroppo  lies  ii68  ft.  below  the  level 
of  Casteldelfino,  yet  the  river  runs 
in  a  deep  ravine  which  it  has  cut 
out  of  the  yielding  strata.  S.  Da- 
miano  is  7^  in.  by  char-road  from 
Stroppo.  The  walk  should,  if  pos¬ 
sible,  be  taken  either  early  or  late, 
as  it  is  oppressively  hot  during  the 
day-time.  Yet  it  would  be  a  loss  to 
pass  such  beautiful  scenery  in  the 
dark. 

San  Damiano  is  a  large  and 
thriving  village  of  2705  Inhab. 
Thence  5^  m.  by  carriage-road  to 
the  country  town  of  Dronero, 
whence  there  is  a  steam  tramway 
to  m.)  Cuneo. 

Val  Grana. 

From  Caraglio,  63  m.  from  Cuneo, 
and  4 1  m.  from  Dronero,  a  char-road 
leads  to  Val  Gratia  (^3!  in.),  the  chief 
place  of  the  valley  of  the  same  name, 
a  narrow  and  rocky  glen  scarcely 
known  to  strangers,  but  otfering 
in  its  lower  portion,  fine  scenery. 
Pradldves  is  6|  m.  further,  amid 
fine  forests.  Hence  or  from  Mon- 
terosso  lower  dowm,  to  Demonte,  in 
the  Yal  Stura,  by  the  Colle  delV 
Ortiga  (Urtia),  5  hrs.  3|  m.  further 
the  road  ends,  and  mule-paths  lead 
to  the  adjoining  valleys.  The  most 
frequented  is  the  Col  de  Sihoidet  (8403 
ft.  ,  to  the  Val  Maira.  The  path 
passes  through  a  pretty  wooded 
gorge  before  reaching  the  last  vil¬ 
lage,  Castelmagno,  and  mounts 
by  the  Sanctuary  of  San  Mugno 
(another  of  the  Theban  Legion)  to 
the  col  (4  hrs.).  After  descending 
a  short  time  the  track  of  the  Col  del 
Mulo  from  the  Stura  valley  is 
joined,  and  followed  past  the  village 
of  CanosiOj  through  another  pretty 
wooded  gorge,  and  round  a  corner 
of  the  mountain  to  Prazzo  (3  hrs.  \ 


ROUTE  166. 

CUNEO  TO  EMBRUN,  BY  THE  COL 

DE  l’aRGENTIERE  AND  BAR- 

CELONNETTE. 

Cuneo  (see  Rte.  170). 

A  good  carriage-road,  except  be¬ 
tween  Berzesio  and  Larche,  where 
there  is  a  char-road. 

This  pass  16545  ft.)  which  has 
been  strangely  overlooked  of  late 
years,  both  by  historians  and  phy¬ 
sical  geographers  as  well  as  by 
travellers,  is  tlie  lowest  but  two  (the 
Mont  Genk're,  6102  ft.,  and  its  neigh¬ 
bour  the  Col  des  Echelles  de  Plarn- 
pinet,  5873  ft.)  in  the  Western  Alps, 
and  has  been  used  from  time  im¬ 
memorial  by  the  Piedmontese  on 
their  w'ay  to  Provence.  Napoleon 
ordered  a  high  road  to  be  made  over 
it  with  the  title  ‘Route  Imperiale 
d’Espagne  en  Italie.’  Mr.  D.  Fresh- 
field  has  in  the  Alpine  Journal  (Nos. 
81  and  93)  given  the  arguments  for 
regarding  it  as  the  rte.  taken  by 
Hannibal  in  crossing  the  Alps. 

Independently  of  this  theory,  tlie 
pass  has  great  interest  for  students 
of  military  history,  as  the  scene  of 
one  of  the  most  remarkable  passages 
of  the  Alps  ever  executed  liy  an 
army.  In  Aug.  1515,  Francis  I., 
with  an  army  of  21.000  Frenchmen, 
2500  Lancers,  and  20.000  German 
mercenaries  or  lansquenets  (Lands- 
knechte),  with  72  large  cannon,  and 
500  small  pieces  carried  on  mule- 
back,  crossed  in  3  days  the  Col 
de  FArgentiere,  other  divisions  ot 
the  army  crossing  the  Col  de  Ses- 
trieres  and  the  Col  dell’  Agnello. 
The  Rocher  de  St.  Paul,  which 
barred  the  descent  from  the  Col  de 
Vars,  was  blasted  in  a  single  day 
by  Pietro  Navarro,  one  of  the  first 
engineers  who  practised  military 
mining.  But  this  was  the  easiest 
part  of  the  task  ;  far  more  arduous 
was  it,  on  the  edge  of  sloping  crags 
smoothed  by  avalanches  and  slip¬ 
pery  with  ice,  to  plant  and  to  fasten 
the  timber  props  on  which  frail 
bridges  could  be  reared  to  cross  the 
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tori'ents,  and  against  the  face  of 
precipices  and  over  gulfs,  to  erect 
scaffoldings,  which  horses,  mules, 
and  heavy  cannon  could  venture  to 
cross.  In  some  cases  this  was  im¬ 
possible,  and  the  only  alternative 
was  to  let  down  the  gun  by  ropes 
into  the  gorge  on  one  side  and  raise 
it  up  on  the  other.  All  these  and 
many  more  difficulties  were  over¬ 
come  ;  on  the  third  day  the  army 
camped  on  the  summit  of  the  pass, 
on  the  fourth  the  obstacles  of  the 
Barricate  were  surmounted,  and  on 
the  fifth  the  French  were  pouring 
like  a  torrent  into  the  plains  of 
Saluzzo. 

The  vanguard,  a  column  of  ca¬ 
valry,  under  the  Seigneur  dTmber- 
court,  and  the  Chevalier  Bayard, 
descending  suddenly  by  Rocca  Spar- 
vera,  surprised  the  papal  general 
Prospero  Colonna  at  table  in  Villa- 
franca,  near  Saluzzo,  and  made 
him  prisoner,  with  a  band  of  700 
knights,  coming  down  on  him  so 
suddenly  that  he  asked  if  they  had 
dropped  from  the  clouds. 

The  pass  was  again  crossed  by 
troops  in  1692,  17 10,  and  1744. 

There  is  a  steam  tramway,  and  also 
a  Rly.  from  Cuneo,  by  Boves,  to  (8 
m.)  Borgo  San  Dalmazzo  (by 
road  5  111.).  This  town,  of  3242 
Inhab.,  is  the  ancient  Fedona,  ruined 
l»y  the  Saracens  from  Fraxinetum 
about  906,  and  by  the  Milanese  in 
1231,  and  then  rebuilt  under  its 
|)resent  name.  Above  it  is  the  pic¬ 
turesque  Sanctuary  of  Notre  Dame  de 
Montserrat.  (Here  the  road  to  Nice, 
by  the  Col  de  Tenda,  branches  off’, 
Rte  170.) 

The  road  passes  f6|  m.)  Bocca 
Sparvera,  and  mounts  along  the 
bank  of  the  Stura  to  ( 15I  111.) 

Demonte,  a  town  of  5854  Inhab., 
formerly  remarkable  for  its  fort, 
which  guarded  the  passage  to  France 
by  the  Col  de  rArgenticre  ;  it  was 
built  by  Charles  Emanuel  I.  in  the 
16th  cent.,  upon  the  ruins  of  a  very 
old  castle  razed  by  the  Austrians  in 
1559.  It  has  been  memorable  for 
its  sieges  in  almost  every  war  be- 


[  tween  France  and  Sardinia.  In 
that  of  1744,  when  the  Spanish  and 
French  armies,  commanded  by  the 
Infante  Don  Philip  and  the  Prince 
of  Conde,  invaded  Piedmont,  they 
forced  the  narrow  pass  of  the  Barri¬ 
cades,  descended  the  valley,  and 
took  the  fort  by  the  use  of  red-hot 
shot.  Afterwards  they  besieged 
Cuneo,  and  fought  a  battle  which 
they  won  from  Charles  Emanuel 
III.,  who  succeeded,  however,  in 
throwing  supplies  into  the  city, 
which  was  gallantly  defended.  After 
a  tedious  investment,  the  storms  of 
autumn  and  the  want  of  supplies— 
which  were  cut  off’  by  the  peasantry 
—  compelled  the  allies  to  raise  the 
siege  and  recross  the  Alps  towards 
the  end  of  Nov.,  when  they  suffered 
the  severest  privations  from  cold, 
hunger,  and  fatigue.  Though  pur¬ 
sued  by  the  troops,  and  assailed  hy 
the  peasants,  yet  they  returned  to 
France,  over  frozen  roads,  and 
through  deep  snow,  with  all  their 
artillery,  and  with  a  few  guns  taken 
from  their  enemies, — the  trophies 
for  which  they  had  sacrificed  thou¬ 
sands  of  lives  and  millions  of  trea¬ 
sure.  On  their  way  they  destroyed 
the  fort  of  Demonte.  It  was  again 
restored,  but  finally  demolished  in 
i8or,  when  Piedmont  having  become 
a  part  of  France,  the  forts  that 
guarded  the  frontier  were  razed. 
The  mound  upon  which  the  ruins 
stand  is  situated  in  the  middle  of 
the  valley, — the  river  passing  on 
one  side  and  the  road  on  the  other. 
[From  Demonte  to  the  Val  Grana, 
by  the  Code  dell’  Ortiya,  5  hrs.,  and  to 
Valdieri  by  the  Code  della  Madonna, 
3  hrs.]  After  Denionte  the  road 
mounts  the  valley  to 

22 1  m.  Vinadio.  A  fortress 
commands  the  valley.  Any  traveller 
who  sketches  in  this  neighbourhood 
will  be  called  on  for  his  passport, 
and  liable  to  detention  until  he 
can  prove  he  is  not  French.  The 
scenery  is  highly  picturesque,  —  a 
charm  for  which  it  is  much  indebted 
to  the  magnificent  old  trees  which 
1  form  foregrounds  to  beautiful  views 
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of  the  river  and ,  the  mountains  ; 
and  these  are  heightened  by  the 
festoons  of  vines  and  gourds  which 
decorate  the  branches.  From  Vinadio 
the  view  down  the  valley  is  par¬ 
ticularly  fine. 

[3 1  m.  above  Vinadio,  at  a  place 
called  Pianche,  the  ravine  of  the 
Val  delle  Traverse,  with  a  cascade 
at  its  entrance,  opens  on  the  1.  In 
this  ravine,  3|  m.  by  a  carriage-road 
from  Pianche,  are  the  Baihs  of 
Vinadio — a  humble  and  sequestered 
establishment.  The  gorge  which 
leads  to  them  is  in  some  places  very 
grand,  and  abounds  in  cascades.] 

Above  this  point  the  change  is 
rapid  to  a  wild  and  Alpine  scenery. 
The  road  passes  the  villages  of  Sam- 
buco  28 1  m.  \  Pietraporzio  3 1  m. }, 
and  Ponte  Bernardo  (31I  m.  ).  In  a 
narrow  defile  called  Le  Barricate  (the 
Barricades) — where  defences  of  the 
valley  were  formerly  erected,  and 
which  were  often  the  scene  of 
desjjerate  conflicts — the  road  is  car¬ 
ried  along  a  shelf  of  rock  cut  out 
of  precipices  which  overhang  the 
ravine,  and  offer  a  serious  barrier  to 
the  passage  of  the  valley.  Beyond 
the  Barricades  the  road  lies  amidst 
the  debris  of  the  mountains,  and 
offers  a  scene  of  Avild  desolation. 
Higher  up  is  the  village  of 

36  m.  Berzesio,  the  principal 
place  between  the  Barricades  and 
the  Col  de  TArgentiere.  Above  it 
the  scenery  is  wild  and  rugged,  the 
mountains  crested  by  pinnacles  of 
rock,  blighted  and  scathed.  Still, 
in  the  valley,  barley  is  cultivated, 
and  the  pastures  are  rich  ;  and  at 
the  village  of  (38  m.)  Argen- 

tera  there  is  a  poor  little  Inn. 
Soon  afterwards  the  road  zigzags 
abruptly  up  a  height  of  nearly  1000 
ft.  in  order  to  gtiin  (42  j  m.)  the  Col  de 
I’Argentiere  (also  called  Colle  della 
Maddalena  and  Col  de  Larche),  6545  ft. 
above  the  sea.  Before  arriving  at 
it,  the  path  skirts  a  little  lake  [Lago 
della  Maddalena),  the  source  of  tlie 
Stura.  Looking  back,  the  highest 
peaks  of  the  Maritime  Alps  are  seen  ; 
towards  France  there  is  little  dis¬ 


tant  view.  An  easy  descent  over 
flowery  pastures  leads  to 

46  nii  Larche,  and  Meironnes 
lower  down.  At  Larche  there  is  a 
sundial  Avith  the  motto  ‘Tempus 
omnia  fugit  ’  in  Greek  and  in  Greek 
characters  !  Below  Larche  there  is 
little  of  interest  in  the  scenery  as  far 
as  (51  m.)  the  hamlet  of  Grleizolles 
at  the  junction  of  the  Ubayette  Avith 
the  Ubaye,  commanded  by  the 
remarkable  fortress  of  Tournoux, 
lieAvn  out  in  the  living  rock,  Avhence 
tAvo  road's  lead  into  the  Embrunais, 
— the  principal  folloAving  the  course 
of  the  Ubaye  to  Barcelonnette,  the 
other  leading  N.  by  the  village  of 
St.  Paul,  5  m.,  and  the  Col  de  Vars, 
5  hrs.,  to  Guillestre  and  the  A^alley 
of  the  Durance. 

It  Avas  by  the  second  that  Francis 
I.  ,  led  his  troops.  Chatelard,  a 
Avell-cultivated  little  plain,  is  left 
on  the  rt.,  and  the  road  passes  on 
by  Jausiers  (here  are  many  AA^ell-to- 
do  persons,  Avho  have  returned  after 
making  their  fortunes  in  Mexico), 
Avhere,  at  the  Pont  de  Cluse,  a 
rocky  defile  offers  some  striking- 
points  of  vieAV. 

6ol  m.  Barcelonnette,  14^  m. 
from  Larche  (1919  Inhab.),  situated 
in  an  open  A^alley  on  the  rt.  bank  of 
the  Ubaye,  is  a  small,  Avell-built 
town,  founded  in  1231  by  leaA’e 
of  Raymond  Berenger  lY.,  Count  of 
ProA^ence  and  Barcelona  (Avhence 
the  name  of  the  toAvnk  It  passed 
into  the  possession  of  Savoy  in  1388, 
being  formally  ceded  in  1419,  and 
Avas  often  attacked  and  sacked  by 
the  French,  though  it  Avas  only  in 
1713  that  by  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht 
this  A^alley  on  the  W.  of  the  Alps 
AA^as  acquired  by  France  in  exchange 
for  her  possessions  on  the  E.  slope, 
Exilles,  Fenestrelle  and  Castel- 
delfino.  In  the  princi})al  street  a 
fountain  bears  a  bronze  bust  of  Ant 
Manuel,  the  orator  of  the  Restora¬ 
tion.  Barcelonnette  is  chiefly  in¬ 
habited  by  proj^rietors  of  the  alps 
and  pasturages  of  the  A^alley.  To 
these  more  than  100,000  sheep  are 
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brought,  during  the  summer,  from 
the  vast  plains  of  La  Crau,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Arles,  and  are 
driven,  as  in  all  the  valleys  of 
Dauphine,  into  the  most  accessible 
pasturages,  often  20  days’  journey. 
From  their  wool  some  coarse  goods, 
consumed  chiefly  by  the  inhabitants, 
are  made.  Corn  is  grown  in  the 
valley  ;  but  for  almost  everything 
else  the  natives  are  indebted  to 
strangers. 

This  valley  was  known  to  the 
Romans,  but  little  of  its  alleged 
history  is  certain,  except  in  con¬ 
nection  with  that  of  Embrun,  which 
has  been  better  preserved.  It  is 
known  that  it  was  subjected  to 
irruptions  by  Saracens,  who  made 
their  way  from  Marseilles,  or  Fraxi- 
iietum,  on  the  Gulf  of  St.  Tropez. 

In  the  6th  cent,  a  convent  of 
Benedictines  established  here  did 
much  to  ameliorate  the  condition  of 
the  inhab.  ;  but  all  the  wars  in 
which  Provence  has  been  engaged 
have  extended  their  horrors  to  this 
valley,  and  it  was  often  laid  waste 
by  the  Saracens,  particularly  in  the 
loth  cent.  From  the  14th  it  was 
alte7'nately  subject  to  Savoy  or 
France.  Amadeus  VII.  conquered 
it  in  1388 ;  it  was  reattached  to 
Provence  by  Rene  of  Anjou  in  1447  ; 
it  was  again  taken  by  the  Duke  of 
Savoy,  Charles  III.,  in  1537.  In 
the  middle  of  the  i6th  cent,  the 
inhabitants  adopted  the  Reformed 
doctrines,  but  they  were  shortly 
after  either  forced  to  abjure  them 
or  were  expelled  their  country. 

[There  are  many  communications 
with  the  neighbouring  valleys  by 
mountain  passes  ;  as  with  Embrun 
by  the  Col  cle  la  Vachere  (or  du  Grand 
Vallon)  with  Colmars  and  Alios 
(Rte.  167),  and  with  Nice  by  the 
valleys  of  the  Tinea  and  the  Var 
(Rte.  i67\] 

Soon  after  leaving  Barcelonnette, 
near  the  village  of  St.  Pons,  the 
ruins  of  a  castle  and  a  ch.  are  seen  in 
a  fine  situation.  The  first  large 
village  is  (64 1  m.)  Thuiles,  and  the 
next,  after  crossing  the  Ubaye  by  a 


wooden  bridge,  Meolans.  [Hence 
there  are  two  passes  to  Embrun  ; 
the  Col  de  V Eyssaletfe,  N.E.,  the  Col  de 
Dormillouse,  N.W.].  Lower  down, 
amid  dreary  and  wild  scenes,  the 
general  character  of  the  valley  of 
Barcelonnette,  there  is  one  striking 
exception  in  the  beautifully  situated 
village  of 

73 m.  Le  Lauzet,  the  Goshen  of 
the  valley.  It  is  agreeably  wooded  ; 
near  it  is  a  little  lake  which  abounds 
in  trout,  and  in  the  immediate 
neighbourhood  are  fruit-trees  and  a 
fertile  soil.  A  little  way  below, 
however,  the  scene  changes  again  to 
sterility.  After  crossing  a  ridge,  a 
series  of  zigzags  leads  dowui  the 
pass  of  La  Tour.  Below  it  the  valley 
offers  some  of  its  wildest  and  grand¬ 
est  scenes.  On  looking  back  from 
the  road  which  is  carried  high 
above  the  torrent,  the  Ubaye  is  seen 
issuing  from  the  defile  of  La  Tour, 
and  beyond  it  the  grand  form  of 
the  Mont  Enchastrayes  (9695  ft.),  which 
divides  the  valley  of  Barcelonnette 
from  that  of  the  Tinea.  The  scene 
is  one  of  savage  dreariness. 

The  road  continues  on  the  1.  bank 
high  above  the  river  ;  until,  leaving 
the  side  of  the  hill  upon  which  the 
fort  of  St.  Vincent  is  placed,  it  leads 
down  to  the  little  village  of 

78^  m.  Ubaye.  From  this  place, 
one  road  passes  down  the  Ubaye  to 
its  confluence  with  the  Durance 
below  La  !Br6oule  (4  m.)  ;  and 
another  ascends,  N.,  the  mountain 
side  to  the  Col  de  Pontis,  leading  to 
Savines  on  the  Durance  (8  m.\  and 
the  railway  from  Gap  to  Embrun 
(Handbook  for  France,  Rte.  139), 
which  is  6]-  m.  distant  from  Savines. 

From  the  road  to  the  Col  de  Pontis, 
the  hill  of  St.  Vincent  is  a  strikingly 
fine  object,  surmounted  by  forts 
which  guarded  the  entrance  to  the 
valley  of  Barcelonnette,  when  it 
belonged  to  Savoy.  By  a  wise 
arrangement  it  was  ceded  to  France 
in  1713,  in  exchange  for  the  valleys 
of  Pragelas  and  Exilles,  when  France 
and  Savoy  agreed  upon  the  chain 
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of  the  high  Alps  as  their  line  of 
demarcation. 

Embrun,  a  town  of  4008  Inhab. 
See  Handbook  for  France,  Rte. 

139}- 
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DIGNE,  IN  THE  VALLEY  OF  THE 
DURANCE,  TO  BARCELONNETTE, 
BY  COLMARS  AND  ALLOS. 


Mile?. 

Digne 

23  .  . 

.  Thorame 

3o|  .  . 

.  Colmars 

36  .  . 

.  Alios 

5o|-  .  • 

.  Uvernet 

52^  .  . 

.  Barcelonnette 

The  traveller  from  Marseilles  who 
approaches  the  Alps  by  Digne  (the 
capital  of  the  Department  of  the 
Basses-Alpes\  may  enter  them  by 
an  interesting  line  of  railway,  and 
pass  through  scenes  little  known  to 
English  ramblers. 

From  Digne  (102  m.,  5I  hrs.  by 
fast  train  from  Marseilles},  there  is 
a  carriage-road  except  between  Alios 
and  Uvernet,  where  the  good  mule- 
path  is  nearly  a  char-road.  From 
Digne,  a  carriage-road  through  a 
valley  of  Alpine  character,  and 
therefore  welcome  as  an  escape  from 
the  2^arched  plains  of  France,  leads 
by  the  village  of  Draix  to  the  Col  cle 
la  Sine  (4954  ft.'i,  where  there  are 
refreshing  green  pasturages,  12  m. 
from  Digne  ;  thence  the  road  leads 
down  through  sun -burnt  valleys, 
rather  resembling  those  of  the  north 
of  Sj^ain  than  of  France.  After  cross¬ 
ing  the  Seoune  the  village  of  Cha¬ 
teau  Gamier  is  passed.  The 
traveller  reaches  the  valley  of  the 
Verdon  at  Thorame  Basse ;  2  m. 
further  is 

23  m.  Thorame  Haute.  There 
is  some  good  glass  in  the  i6th  cent, 
church. 

The  road  mounts  the  rt.  side  of 
the  stony  valley  of  the  Verdon  to 


3oi  m.  Colmars  (4131  ft.,  1845 
Inhab.  \  a  small  fortified  town,  which 
commands  the  entrance  to  a  gorge. 
It  is  still  garrisoned,  and  its  gates 
are  shut  at  9  p.m.  with  as  much 
regularity  as  when  it  was  a  more 
important  station.  A  little  above 
the  town,  in  the  valley,  there  is  a 
small  intermittent  spring.  Still 
further  up  the  valley  of  the  Verdon, 
5j  m.  above  Colmars,  is  the  little 
town  of 

36  m.  Alios  (4675  ft.,  a  well- 
preserved  specimen  of  a  Gaulish  hill 
fort,  at  the  end  of  a  long  tongue  of 
land  running  down  towards  the  Ve- 
ron)  is  in  a  high  Al^Dine  valley,  sur¬ 
rounded  by  lofty  mountains.  Above 
the  village  is  the  church  i  Monument 
Historique\  said  to  have  been  built 
in  Charlemagne’s  time.  The  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Alios  is  scarcely  known 
to  English  travellers,  but  it  well 
deserves  their  attention.  [An  ex¬ 
cursion  should  be  made  to  the  Lac 
cV Allos^  a  distance  of  3  hrs.  E.  by  the 
village  of  Champ  Richard.  The 
lake  is  one  of  the  largest  and  deep¬ 
est  in  the  French  Alps,  though  it 
is  situated  at  the  height  of  7130 
English  ft.  Its  form  is  almost  cir¬ 
cular,  its  circumference  nearly  4  m., 
and  IN.  of  it  rises  the  Mont  Pelat 
(10,017  ft.,  fine  view',  accessible 
hence  in  2 1  hrs.  by  stony  slojies 
and  the  E.  ridge.  It  is  a  wild  and 
sequestered  spot.  The  neighbouring 
mountains  are  covered  with  snow, 
below  which  are  stunted  pines  hang¬ 
ing  from  precipices  and  deep 
ravines.  The  lake  is  remarkable 
for  its  outlet,  by  which  the  water 
passes  underground  for  1500  ft.  ;  it 
then  bursts  into  the  valley,  but, 
after  foaming  down  a  succession  of 
cascades,  meanders  in  gentleness 
and  beauty  through  pasturages  rich 
in  vegetation.  Barcelonnette  may  be 
reached  in  7  hrs.  from  the  Lac 
d’ Alios  by  the  Col  cle  la,  Petite  Cayolle, 
and  the  Bachelard  valley  or  the  Col 
cle  Fours,  while  by  the  Pas  cle  Lausson 
and  the  sources  of  the  Var,  the 
highest  hamlet  in  that  valley,  Esteug, 
can  be  gained  in  2  hrs.  From  Es- 
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teng  the  easy  Col  de  la  Caijolle  leads  to 
Barceloniiette,  or  by  descending  the 
Var  valley,  Guillaurnes  may  be  reached 
in  about  3  hrs.].  From  Alios  to 
Barcelonnette  the  rte.  lies  up  the 
valley  of  the  Ve7-don,  and  after  pass¬ 
ing  the  village  of  La  Foux,  and  cross¬ 
ing  a  stone  bridge,  the  path  to  the 
Col  de  Foux  or  d' Alios  (7382  ft.'),  which 
divides  the  valley  of  Verdon  from 
that  of  Ubaye,  is  soon  gained.  It  is 
a  fine  pasturage  to  the  summit,  and 
from  it  a  charming  view  is  suddenly 
presented  on  looking  up  the  valley 
of  the  Ubaye.  The  descent  from 
the  col  is  steep  but  exceedingly 
romantic,  leading  down  through  a 
valley  of  great  boldness,  richly 
wooded,  and  past  (50}  m. )  Uvernet. 
RarceZormef/e,  Rte.  16, 6),  may  be  reached 
on  foot  direct  -from  Alios,  by  the  Col 
de  Fours  and  Col  de  Talon,  but  after 
passing  the  former  col  it  is  worth 
while  to  follow  the  path  of  the  Col  de 
la  Cayolle  (leading  to  the  Var  valley) 
and  near  its  summit  bear  to  the 
right  over  the  Col  de  la  Petite  Cayolle, 
and  so  past  the  Lac  d’ Alios  to  Alios. 
[In  descending  from  the  Col  d’ Alios, 
the  valley  of  tJU-e  Bachelard  torrent 
opens  on  the  rt.,  flanked  by  grand 
precipices.  It  leads  S.  to  Entraunes 
in  the  Var  valley  by  the  Col  de  la 
Cayolle,  and  E.  by  the  Col  de  la  Mo^diet'e 
to  St.  Dabnas  le  Sauvage,  and  thence 
to  St.  Etienne  (S.  Stefano\  in  the 
valley  of  the  Tinea.  From  St. 
Etienne  the  traveller  may  follow  the 
char-road  down  the  Tinea  valley  for 
41 1  m.  to  its  junction  with  the  Var 
valley,  rather  nearer  Nice  than 
Puget  Theniers.  A  pedestrian  may, 
from  St.  Etiennfi,  ascend  the  Mont 
Tinibras  (9945  ft.,  4|-  hrs.,  fine  view), 
descending  if  he  wishes  to  the 
Baths  of  Vinadio.  From  St.  Eti¬ 
enne  the  Cols  de  Jallorgues  and  de 
Pal  lead  to  the  Var  valley,  the  Col 
des  Granges  Communes  (or  de  Ver¬ 
milion  \  to  Barcelonnette,  and  the 
Col  du  Lausanier  to  Larche.  By  de¬ 
scending  8  m.  down  the  Tinea  valley 
to  Isola,  he  may  cross  the  Col  de 
Valasco  (also  called  Col  de  Valscura 
or  Bassa  di  Druos),  to  the  Baths  of 


Valdieri,  or  the  Col  de  Saleses  (Saleze^, 
to  St.  Martin  Lantosque  (8  hrs.)  or 
'  ■by  combining  it  with  the  Col  de  Fre- 
maynoiia,  the  Baths  of  Valdieri  may 
be  reached,  or  else  he  may  traverse 
the  Col  della  Lombarda,  or  the  Col  di 
Sta.  Anna,  to  the  Baths  of  Vinadio, 
in  the  valley  of  the  Stura,  in  Pied¬ 
mont  (Rte.  'i66;i.  From  Saint  Sau- 
veur  (io|^  m.  below  Isola)  he  may 
go  in  5  hrs.  to  St.  Martin  Lantosque 
by  the  Col  de  St.  Martin. 

The  highest  point  in  the  range 
between  the  Var  and  Tinea  val¬ 
leys,  the  Moyit  Moimier  (9246  ft.),  may 
be  reached  from  all  sides  { 6  hrs.  from 
Isola,  7  hrs.  from  St.  Etienne  by  the 
flne  gorge  and  picturesquely-situated 
hamlet  of  Rpja),  and  commands  a 
flne  view  of  the  mountains  of  Bau- 
phine  and  Provence,  while  it  is  said 
that  in  clear  weather  the  Mediter¬ 
ranean  is  visible.] 


ROUTE  168. 

BARCELONNETTE  TO  BRIANCON,  BY 

THE  VALLEY  OF  THE  UBAYE 

AND  ST.  VERAN. 

Besides  the  three  routes  from  the 
valley  of  the  Ubaye  to  Embrun,  by 
Barcelonnette  and  the  high  road, 
the  Col  de  la  Vachere,  and  the  Col 
de  Vars  and  Guillestre,  there  is 
another,  by  which  the  traveller  may 
reach  the  valley  of  the  Guil,  and 
visit  wild  and  sequestered  scenes  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Monte  Vise. 
To  St.  Paul,  14I  m.,  there  is  a 
carriage  road. 

g\  m.  above  Barcelonnette  lies 
the  confluence  of  the  Ubaye tte  and 
the  Ubaye  ;  the  former  leading  to 
the  Col  de  FArgentiere  (Rte.  t66), 
the  latter  to  the  Embrunais  by  the 
valley  of  Maurin. 

The  ascent  along  the  Ubave  leads 
by  a  deep  ravine  below  the  rock- 
hewn  Toumoux,  still  garrisoned 
owing  to  the  importance  of  this 
frontier  passage.  In  the  early  part 
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of  the  i8th  cent.,  when  the  valley  of 
Barcelonnette  belonged  to  Savoy,  this 
spot  was  the  scene  of  many  struggles. 
The  new  road  passes  through  a  fine 
gorge  into  the  basin-shaped  valley 
of  St.  Paul  sur  Ubaye.  St.  Paul 
is  dominated  by  the  magnifi¬ 
cent  rock  peak  of  the  Brec  de  Cham- 
heyron  (ii,ii6  ft.),  which  can  be 
reached  in  6|  hrs.  by  a  difficult  climb 
of  1 1  hrs.  up  the  E.  face  from  the  Col 
de  la  Gippiera,  by  which  the  Val 
Maira  may  be  gained,  as  also  by  the 
Col  de  Siropia,  S.  of  the  peak.  The 
Col  de  Portiollefte  leads  to  Larche. 
[Before  reaching  the  village,  the 
char-road  by  the  Col  de  Vars — where 
is  a  Hospice — to  Guillestre  and  Em- 
brun  winds  above  the  deep  ravine 
of  the  Intra  torrent  which  descends 
from  the  Col  de  Vars  and  past  the 
villages  of  La  Serre  and  Intra.  This 
pass  is  perfectly  easy,  and  by  it  the 
distance  from  St.  Paul  to  Guillestre 
is  5  hrs.  Though  6939  ft.  high,  it  was 
crossed  in  1515  by  Francis  I.’sarmy, 
and  by  troops  again  in  1692,  1710, 
and  1744,  in  fact,  whenever  an  army 
crossed  the  Col  de  I’Argentiere, 
to  which  it  is,  as  it  were,  the 
entrance.] 

Above  St.  Paul  the  valley  narrows 
again,  becomes  very  desolate,  and 
continues  like  a  ravine  until  (3  hrs.) 
it  expands  into  the  basin  of  Maurin, 
a  name  given  to  the  three  villages  of 
Maljasset^  La  Barge^  and  Comhe  Bremond. 
The  road  is  practicable  for  chars  to 
the  highest  hamlet.  Beyond  that  is 
a  mule-path. 

Malj asset  is  in  a  pasture  basin, 
at  a  height  of  6267  ft.,  the  parish 
ch.  being  midway  between  it  and 
Combe  Bremond.  An  inscription 
on  the  door  records  the  fact  that  it 
was  destroyed  by  an  avalanche  in 
1531.  A  niche  in  the  wall  of  the 
churchyard  is  meant  to  receive  the 
coffins  of  those  who  die  during  the 
winter,  as  the  ground  is  too  hard 
frozen  to  allow  of  a  grave  being  dug  at 
that  season.  Maljasset  is  an  admir¬ 
able  centre  whence  to  make  moun¬ 
tain  ascents,  and  passes  lead  in  every 
direction.  No  one  should  neglect  to 


make  the  ascent  of  the  N.W.  spur 
{Poinie  de  Mary,  10,266  ft.)  of  the 
Pointe  Haute  de  Mary,  just  E.  of 
the  village  (3  hrs.  up,  i  lar.  down), 
which  commands  a  splendid  view  of 
all  the  peaks  of  the  remote  valley,  ex¬ 
plored  first  in  1879  6y  Mr.  Coolidge. 

Above  Maurin  they  have  begun  to 
work  serpentine  as  ornamental 
stone,  and  between  this  valley  and 
that  of  the  Guil  serpentine  and  dial¬ 
lage  constantly  occur.  [Many  passes 
lead  across  the  mountains,  i.  the 
Col  de  Maurin  or  de  Mary,  and  the  Col 
de  Roure,  by  the  valley  of  the  Maira 
to  Bronero  ;  2.  the  Col  de  Luiitaret  or 
de  Chabriere,  to  Casteldelfino  in  the 
Val  Varaita  ;  3.  the  Col  de  Longet, 
from  the  head  of  the  valley  of  the 
Ubaye  also  to  Casteldelfino.  4.  the 
Cols  de  Cristillan,  Tiroure,  Alheri,  Tron- 
chet,  and  Girardin  (this  the  most 
frequented,  a  mule-path  ])y  the 
lovely  lake  and  chapel  of  St.  Anne), 
to  Guillestre  by  Ceillac  ;  5.  the  Col  de 
Panestrel  and  Col  des  Ilouerfs  to  Guil¬ 
lestre  by  the  beautiful  but  rarely 
visited  valley  of  Escreins. 

A  great  number  of  peaks  can  be 
ascended  from  Maljasset.  The 
highest  is  the  Aiguille  de  Chambeyron 
i  11,155  ^^1®  loftiest  sum¬ 

mit  between  the  Vise  and  the 
Mediterranean,  which  is  accessible 
without  any  great  difficulty  to 
climbers  in  7  hrs.  (best  rte.  by  the 
S.  ridge).  The  Poinie  Haide  de  Mary 
(10,589  ft.,  5j  hrs.)  is  a  difficult  as¬ 
cent,  but  that  of  the  Denis  de  Maniglia 
(10,391  ft.  \  reached  in  i  hr.  from 
the  Col  de  Roure,  is  easy,  as  is  also 
the  Tele  du  Pelvat  (10,558  ft.,  4]  hrs.), 
by  way  of  the  Col  de  Lautaret.  The 
easiest  climb  from  Maljasset,  and 
perhaps  the  finest  view  point,  is  the 
Grand  Rubren  (11,142  ft.,  4^  hrs.)  ;  it 
is  at  the  head  of  the  valley,  and  im¬ 
mediately  opposite  the  Viso.  The 
Tele  des  Toillies  (10,430  ft.,  i]:  hr. 
from  the  Col  de  Longet,  last  }  hr. 
an  enjoyable  jock  scramble),  and  Peon 
Roc  (10,601  ft.,  3  hrs.  from  the  Col  du 
Tiroure  ,  are  recommended  to  climb¬ 
ers  only.  The  Pointe  de  la  Font  Sancfe 
(11,057  ft.)  is  not  a  difficult  climb 
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liy  tlie  E.  ridgo  (6  hr.s,\  nnd  may  be 
<lcsceii<led  to  Escreins,  whence  the 
Puinf  (ks  Jlenvkres  (10,739  ft.),  on  its 
N.  ridge,  is  accessible  in  5  lirs.,  tlie 
Pic  Sigitale  des  lloverfs  or  Aiguille  de 
Jean  llosfan  (10,617  ft.')  in  5  hrs.,  and 
Panesirel  (10,673  ft.)  in  4  hrs.  by  way 
of  the  Col  des  Uuver/s^  while  from  tlie 
Col  de  Panesirel  at  its  S.  foot,  a  great 
rock  gully  enables  a  direct  descent 
to  be  made  to  Maljasset  (aj  hrs.).] 

A  little  above  the  last  village  the 
traveller  arrives  at  the  small  Lac  du 
J’aroird,  a  piece  of  water  which  evi¬ 
dently  owes  its  origin  to  a  stujien- 
dous  landslip  from  the  western  side 
of  the  valley  called  the  Costabella. 
On  the  margin  rye  is  cultivated, 
though  the  height  is  very  great. 
After  passing  this  lake  and  a  series 
of  cascades,  the  valley  is  ascended 
steeply  for  several  miles  by  a  wild 
path,  bounded  by  lofty  ])eaks,  and 
terminating  in  the  track  to  the  Col 
de  Longct  (8767  ft.).  I'his  extends 
over  line  pasturages,  at  a  great  ele¬ 
vation,  to  an  abrupt  and  magnificent 
descent  to  Casteldellino  in  Pied¬ 
mont  (Rte.  165). 

The  ])ath  to  St.  Veran  rises  on  the 
1.  to  cross  the  ridge  which  divides 
the  valleys  of  Maurin  ami  St.  Veran. 

ddie  ascent  is  (piito  })athless,  and 
often  over  })atches  of  snow.  The 
Col  lAt  Noire  is  9840  ft.,  and  is  attained 
in  4  hrs.  from  Maljasset.  The  view 
from  it  is  grand  ;  on  one  hand, 
towards  Monte  Vise,  which  api)ears 
<piite  close,  and  on  the  other  to  the 
Dauphine  Ali)s,  which  are  finely 
seen.  The  Tele  des  Toillies  (10,430  ft.), 
just  to  the  E.,  may  bo  climbed  in  j 
hr.  (last  bit  steo])).  A  very  steep 
descent  leads  in  2|  hrs.  to  St.  V6ran 
(668  Inhab.\  6591  ft.  above  the  sea, 
being  })robably  the  highest  village, 
with  the  same  amount  of  |)0])ulation, 
in  Europe,  though  Averole,  near 
Pessans,  and  Juf,  in  the  Orisons, 
are  still  higher.  Around  it  barley 
and  rye  are  cultivated  ;  the  former 
to  the  elevation  of  nearly  7000  ft. 

St  Veran  is  situated  in  a  remark¬ 
ably  verdant  and  well-watered  val¬ 
ley  of  the  same  name.  Its  appearance 


is  extraordinary  ;  for,  instead  of 
houses,  it  seems  to  be  a  mass  of 
sj)ace  and  scaffolding  ;  the  houses 
are  built  entirely  of  wood,  excoj)t 
that  sometimes  they  rest  on  a  base¬ 
ment  of  stone,  which  encloses  the 
stable,  a  common  ])ractice  in  the 
high  villages  of  the  French  Alps. 
Around  the  houses  runs  a  gallery, 
with  a  roof  j)rojecting  6  or  8  ft.,  and 
fitted  with  the  sort  of  scaffolding 
which  gives  so  odd  an  ap])earance, 
at  first  sight,  to  the  village  ;  the 
l)urpose  of  this  woodwork  is  to 
enable  the  inhabitants  to  dry  their 
ill-ripened  corn  under  shelter  :  their 
harvests  generally  take  place  early 
in  the  autumn,  before  the  frosts  set 
in,  the  seed  having  been  sown  in 
the  July  of  the  })receding  year. 

The  Protestants  were  formerly 
very  numerous  at  St.  Veran,  con¬ 
sisting  of  twenty-four  families ;  a 
Jfrotestant  church  has  lately  been 
erected  ;  but  the  service  is  neither 
fre(pient  nor  regular. 

II  ere  was  occasionally  exercised 
the  devoted  ministry  of  Neff.  The 
Protestant  communities  of  St.  Veran, 
Fongillarde,  LaCfrave,  Freissinit^res, 
Dormillouse,  &c.,  some  of  these 
])Iaces  being  above  40  m.  apart  from 
others,  formed  the  extensive  district 
where  he  laboured  with  a  devotion 
and  energy  to  which  his  health  and 
life  were  at  last  sacrificed  in  1829. 

The  Roman  Catholic  church  of  St. 
Veran  is  situated  near  the  highest 
part  of  the  long  straggling  village, 
which  forms  indeed  a  sort  of  inha¬ 
bited  shelf  on  the  bare  mountain  side. 

The  house  of  the  cure  adjoining  is 
the  only  stone  dwelling  in  the  place. 

From  St.  Veran  au  agreeable  char- 
road  leads  down  the  valley  by 
Molines  and  Villevieille  to  (8|  m.) 
Ch&,teau  Queyras,  and  thence  to 
Briancon  (Rte.  163).  If  the  object 
of  the  traveller  be  to  visit  Abides 
and  the  upper  valley  of  the  Guil,  he 
may  attain  them  through  scenes  of 
grander  character  than  those  jire- 
sented  by  the  high  road,  by  making 
the  round  by  the  Refuge  on  the  Col 
deir  Agnello  and  crossing  the  Col 
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Vieux.  Tlie  easy  Col  des  Estronqueslend.^ 
in  3  lirs.  from  St.  Veran  to  Ceillac, 
whence  the  Maison  du  Roi  on  the  high 
road  in  the  Combe  du  Queyras  (Rte. 
163')  is  reached,  and  so  Guillestre, 
a  pleasant  variation  on  the  high 
road.  In  going  to  Chateau  Queyras 
lie  should  not  fail  to  notice  a  geo¬ 
logical  curiosity  near  Molines,  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  torrent  de¬ 
scending  from  St.  Veran.  The 
slopes  have  been  covered  with  ex¬ 
tremely  hard  blocks  of  diallage 
rock.  In  one  place  these  have 
rested  on  a  friable  slaty  limestone, 
which  in  the  course  of  time  has 
been  washed  away  by  the  rain  and 
melting  snow,  excepting  the  jiarts 
protected  by  these  boulders.  In  this 
way  pillars,  not  unlike  Gothic  pin¬ 
nacles,  which,  in  some  cases,  have 
an  elevation  of  100  ft.,  have  been 
left,  with  these  rocks  for  capitals, 
jiresenting  an  extraordinary  appear¬ 
ance,  with  an  obvious  origin.  Simi¬ 
lar  pillars  are  to  be  seen  in  Switzer¬ 
land,  and  other  valleys  of  the 
French  Alps,  and  in  the  Tyrol  at 
Ober-Botzen,  not  far  from  Botzen, 
in  the  valley  of  the  Adige. 


ROUTE  169. 

CUNEO  TO  NICE  BY  THE  BATHS  OF 
VALDIERI  AND  ST.  MARTIN  LAN- 
TOSQUE. 

A.  BY  THE  COL  DELLA  CIRIEGIA. 

B.  BY  THE  COL  DELLE  FINESTRE. 

A  little  beyond  Borgo  S.  Dal- 
mazzo  (Kte.  166  ,  a  road  turns  up 
the  Val  del  Gesso. 

A.  From  the  village  of  Valdieri, 
1 1  jm.,  the  road,  passing  1. the  entrance 
of  an  important  tributary  valley, 
that  of  the  Gesso  d’Entraque  (see  B), 
ascends  a  wild  glen  past  the  plain  of 
Santa  Anna,  on  which  stands  the 
king’s  shooting-box,  to  the  Baths  of 
Valdieri  (22}  m.  from  Cuneo,  4416 
ft.},  which  are  situated  in  a  narrow 


defile,  the  savageness  of  which  is  re¬ 
lieved  by  luxuriant  beech-woods. 

Here  is  a  good  Hotel.  The  Baths  are 
frequented  by  the  best  Piedmontese 
society  in  July  and  August,  as  a 
refuge  from  the  summer  heats. 
There  are  several  detached  chalet 
residences  close  to  the  baths,  where 
rooms  can  be  had  during  the  season. 
The  Baths  shut  ist  September. 

The  hot  sulphureous  and  saline 
springs  were  known  to  the  Romans. 
At  the  end  of  the  15th  cent,  they  were 
brought  into  fashion  by  the  cure  of 
Violante  ^^Yolande}  of  Savoy,  widow 
of  Philibert  II.  The  present  huge 
bath-house  was  built  in  1857 
following  years.  The  sulphur- 
springs  are  considered  a  remedy  for 
ophthalmic  affections,  and  there  is 
also  another  and  a  curious  produc¬ 
tion  of  the  place  which  is  said  to  be 
efficacious  in  cases  of  gun-shot 
wounds,  and  some  internal  disorders. 
This  is  a  cryptogamic  plant  {Ulva 
labyrinthiformis),  called  Muffa,  which 
grows  on  the  rocks  down  which  the 
warm  springs  flow,  and  is  applied 
externally. 

The  neighbourhood  is  celebrated 
for  the  richness  of  its  flora.  Numer¬ 
ous  paths  among  the  beechwoods 
afford  short  walks  to  the  bathers. 
Longer  excursions  are  much  facili¬ 
tated  by  the  number  of  excellent 
hunting-paths  made  for  the  late 
king,  who  frequently  came  here  for 
chamois-shooting. 

The  Alonte  Matto  (10,128  ft.)  rises 
N.W.,  and  the  Funta  dell’  Argentera, 
or  Stella  { 10,827  ft.),  S.E.,  the  highest 
peak  of  the  Maritime  Alps.  These 
peaks  are  both  accessible  to  fair 
climbers  (the  former  in  4^  hrs.,  the 
latter  in  5?  hrs.  \  and  command 
superb  panoramas,  on  one  side,  of 
the  Alps  and  Piedmont,  on  the 
other  of  the  Mediterranean  and  of 
the  French  coast  from  Mentone  to  the 
lies  d’Hybres.  Corsica  is  frequently 
visible,  canopied  by  white  clouds. 

Close  to  the  baths,  a  glen  descends 
from  the  E.  range,  through  which 
a  good  mule-path  leads  over  the 
dull  Colle  del  Chiupous  or  di  Lourousa 
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(8268  ft.'),  to  the  Lago  della  Rovina 
and  Entraque  (see  B).  Above  the 
baths  the  two  principal  glens  unite. 
The  W.  is  called  the  Valasco.  Here 
Victor  Emmanuel  had  a  hunting- 
lodge.  Rough  passes  lead  from  its 
head  to  Vinadio  (Col  de  Malinvern) 
and  the  valley  of  the  Tinea  (Col  de 
Valasco  or  Bassa  di  Bruos),  7  hrs.  to 
Isola  (Ete.  167). 

The  rte.  to  St.  Martin  mounts  the 
left-hand  or  S.  glen,  the  Valletta. 
(The  traveller  will  note  that  in  place 
of  chalets  the  shepherds  find  shelter 
in  rude  beehive-shaped  cabins,  built 
of  stones  and  earth.)  Before  reach¬ 
ing  its  head,  a  rough  mule-track 
strikes  up  to  the  1.  (the  better  mule- 
track  to  the  r.  leads  to  Isola  or 
St.  Sauveur  in  the  Var  valley  by  the 
Col  de  Fremamorta),  and  in  3^  hrs. 
from  the  Baths,  the  traveller  reaches 
the  Col  della  Ciriegia  or  de  Cereze  (,8370 
ft.\  which  commands  a  fine  view. 
The  Cima  Mercantour,  immediately 
E.  of  the  pass,  is  only  9105  ft.  high, 
the  far  loftier  peak  marked  on  many 
maj^s  being  an  invention  of  the 
engineers.  The  descent  into  the 
valley  of  the  Vesubia  is  steep  and 
picturesque.  The  head-waters  of 
the  stream  belong  to  Italy,  having 
been  left  as  part  of  the  royal  hunt¬ 
ing-grounds  when  the  County  of 
Nizza  was  ceded  to  Louis  Napoleon 
in  i860.  A  small  Inn  has  been 
opened  on  the  French  side  of  the 
pass  near  the  Ciriegia  waterfall  and 
chalets  at  the  junction  of  several 
glens,  1 1  hr.  from  the  Col. 

St.  Martin  Lantosque  (3117  ft.^, 
is  reached  in  i  hr.  more.  Within  the 
last  few  years  this  remote  little  moun¬ 
tain  town  has  been  connected  with 
Nice  by  an  excellent  carriage-road 
(36I  m.,  diligencesup  dailyinqjhrs.), 
and  has  become  a  resort  for  residents 
on  the  coast  during  the  summer  heats. 
Several  villas  or  chalets  are  scattered 
about  the  old  village,  and  a  Lilli¬ 
putian  English  ch.  has  been  erected. 
The  ancient  walls  have  only  recently 
been  destroyed.  The  traveller  in 
this  part  of  the  Alps  is  surprised  to 


find  even  the  smallest  hamlets 
rudely  fortified. 

To  mountaineers  of  moderate  am¬ 
bition  the  place  has  many  attrac¬ 
tions  as  a  centre  for  the  exploration 
of  the  Maritime  Alps — which,  if 
they  do  not  rival  the  snows  of 
Switzerland,  or  the  crags  of  the 
Dolomites,  offer  some  bold  granitic 
scenery  and  superb  views,  and  in 
their  seaward  valleys  some  of  the 
most  picturesque  gorges  in  the 
whole  chain,  with  a  Mediterranean 
flora. 

There  are  many  easy  excursions, 
that  to  the  Cime  or  Tete  dii  Sirol  or  de 
Si'nwl,  to  the  S.  (6611  ft.),  2^  hrs., 
being  a  favourite  one.  An  easy 
ascent  is  that  of  the  Testa  della 
Bovina  (9823  ft.,  4I  to  5  hrs.)  to  the 
S.E.  of  the  Cima  Balma  Ghilie. 
The  most  tempting  expedition  for 
fair  climbers  is  the  Cima  dei  Gelas, 
(10,286  ft.),  best  made  from  the  Hos¬ 
pice  of  La  Madonna  (see  B). 

[There  is  an  easy  but  dull  pass. 
Col  de  St.  Martin,  hence  in  4  hrs.  b}' 
the  village  of  Val  de  Blore  to  the 
Tinea  valley  at  St.  Sauveur,  and  the 
longer  but  more  attractive  Col  de 
Saleses,  by  the  Vallon  de  Mollieres  to 
Isola  higher  up  on  the  same  river. 
The  latter  pass,  combined  with  the 
Col  de  Fremamorta,  leads  to  the 
Baths  of  Valdieri.  The  Col  delle 
Bovine  and  Col  Mercantour  lead  to  the 
Val  della  Rovina,  the  Col  delle  Finestre 
(see  below  B\  and  the  high  Basso  del 
Fagarin  (between  the  Ellas  and  the 
Clapier)  to  the  Entraque  glen  of  the 
Gesso  valley.] 

The  new  road  descends  the  1. 
bank  of  the  Vesubia  through  a  nar¬ 
row  and  winding  defile,  leaving  on 
the  1.  the  new  Baths  of  Berthe- 
mont(5m.)  toBoquebilli^re.  Here 
olives  appear  side  by  side  with  pines. 
The  lower  valley  of  the  Vesubia  is 
exceeded  in  picturesque  beauty  by 
few  in  the  Alps.  8|  m.  from  St. 
Martin  the  village  of  Lantosque  is 
reached  on  a  brow  commanding  the 
open  valley.  [Hence,  or  better  from 
Roquebillifere  Saorge,  on  the  Col  de 
Tenda  rte.,  may  be  reached  by  the 
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Col  de  Bans  (6  hrs."),  or  Tenda  by 
the  Baisse  de  St  Veran  and  Laghi 
Lunghi  (lo  hrs.').  (Rte.  170.)]  Tlie 
valley  narrows  to  a  defile,  and  the 
road  crosses  the  river  and  slowly 
ascends  through  a  romantic  gorge 
to  the  top  of  a  cliff  known  as  Le 
Sant  des  Francais,  from  a  tradition 
that  French  soldiers  were  hurled 
over  it  in  a  disastrous  engagement, 
when  the  troops  of  the  Republic 
were,  in  1800,  driven  by  the  Aus¬ 
trians  across  the  Var.  Passing  the 
scattered  houses  of  (i8|  m.)  Dura- 
nus,  the  road  descends  round  a 
wooded  hollow,  and  turning  a  cor¬ 
ner,  remounts  the  barren  slopes 
above  the  roadless  lower  gorge  of 
the  Vesubia  to 

23  m.  Levens,  a  village  placed 
on  a  high  ridge  dividing  the  waters  of 
the  Vesubia  from  those  falling  by  a 
narrow  glen  directly  to  Nice.  The 
Inn  is  by  the  roadside  aj)art  from 
the  village.  Hence  there  is  a  noble 
view  down  into  the  Var  valley  and 
of  the  ranges  and  coast  beyond  it. 

Tlie  descent  to  Nice  (133  m.)  lies 
through  a  narrow  and  sterile  glen. 
[Pedestrians  may  find  a  very  beauti¬ 
ful  path  across  the  hills  to  Aspre- 
mont^  and  thence  either  by  a  good 
road  or  over  the  top  of  Mont  Chauve 
to  Nice  in  4  to  5  hrs.]  At  (3i|  m.") 
the  Grotte  de  St.  Andre  a  pictur¬ 
esque  defile  is  passed  before  the  rich 
basin  of  Nice  opens  on  the  traveller. 

Nice  (see  Handbook  for  France, 
Rte.  128). 

B.  Valdieri  to  St.  Martin,  by  the 
Col  delle  Finestre. 

This  is  the  easiest  pass  across  the 
chain  between  the  Col  de  Tenda 
and  Col  de  I’Argentiere,  and  is 
much  frequented  by  the  country 
j^eople.  I  m.  above  the  village  of 
Valdieri,  a  road  to  the  1.  mounts 
I  3|m.)  to  the  large  (2762  Inhab.  )  vil¬ 
lage  of  Entraque,  situated  in  a 
sterile  basin.  The  trout  of  Entraque 
are  celebrated. 

Beyond  Entraque  a  carriage-road 
leads  to  the  junction  of  the  Val  della 


Rovina  (|  hr.\  [A  path  leads  up 
this  glen  in  2  hrs.  to  the  picturesque 
Lago  della  Bovina^  whence  there  are 
mule-paths  to  the  Madonna  delle 
Finistre  and  Baths  of  Valdieri,  and 
a  very  rough  direct  pass  of  the  same 
name  to  St.  Martin  Lantosque. 
From  the  huts  near  the  lake,  the 
ascent  of  the  Argentera  is  far  more 
conveniently  made  (5-6  hrs.)  than 
direct  from  the  Baths  of  Valdieri 
whence  the  lake  may  be  easily' 
gained  by  the  mule-path  over  the 
Colle  del  Chiapous  or  di  Lourousal] 

The  mule-road  to  the  Col  delle 
Finestre  mounts  the  left-hand  glen. 
Glimpses  up  side  glens  show  the 
glaciers  of  Mont  Clapier.  In  3}  hrs. 
from  Entraque  the  Col  (8107  ft.)  is 
reached.  A  steep  descent  leads  in  i 
hr.  to  the  Hospice  of  La  l/adomia,  where 
j’ough  quarters  may  be  obtained. 
[Hence  the  Cima  dei  Gelas  )  10, 286 ft.) 
can  be  ascended  in  4  hrs.,  and  by 
crossing  the  Basso  di  Mont  Colemh  in 
the  ridge  running  S.  from  it  the 
new  Club  hut,  built  by  the  French 
Alpine  Club  at  the  head  of  the 
Gordolasca  glen,  can  be  reached. 
From  this  hut  the  high  Basso  del 
Bagarin  can  be  crossed  to  Entraque, 
or  the  Mont  Clapier  (9994  ft.)  inmost 
glorious  view\  may  be  ascended  in 
3  or  4  hrs.  (difficult  descent  by  the 
N.  face  to  the  Valmasca^  or  (^in  about 
7  hrs.)  the  Basso  di  Busier  a  (between 
the  peak  of  that  name  and  the  Cla¬ 
pier ;  traversed  to  the  Valmasca  and 
so  to  San  Dalmazzo  di  Tenda,  or 
either  the  Arpeto  or  Trem  passes 
crossed  to  San  Dalmazzo  di  Tenda 
(see  next  Rte.k] 

A  further  descent  of  2  hrs.  through 
pine-forests  leads  to  St.  Martin 
Lantosque. 


ROUTE  170. 

CUNEO  TO  NICE  OR  MENTONE,  BY 
THE  COL  DETENDA. 

Mile.s. 

Cuneo 

14}  .  .  .  Vernante  (Rail) 
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Jlil-'s. 

i8^  .  .  .  Limone  (Eoad) 

34^  .  .  .  Tenda 

53 1  .  .  .  Giandola 

6o|  .  .  .  Sospello 

73| .  .  .  Xi’Escardne 
86  .  .  .  Nice 

Rly.  from  Turin  in  si  lirs.  to 

^54f  m.) 

Cuneo  (or  Coni)  Stat.,  1558  ft. 
above  the  sea,  a  city  of  24,852  Inhab., 
situated  between  the  Stura  and 
Gesso  torrents,  as  it  were  at  the 
junction  of  the  Alps  and  Apennines. 
The  view  extending  over  the  green 
plain  to  the  snows  of  Monte  Rosa  is 
superb.  The  neighbourhood  of  the 
town  is  most  fertile,  and  the  rivers 
abound  in  fish, — the  markets  are 
consequently  provided  with  an 
abundance  rare  even  in  Italy. 

A  steam  iramwmj  runs  along  the 
post-road  N.  under  the  hills  to  (2} 
hrs.)  Saluzzo  and  (^4^  hrs.)  Pignerol 
(Rtes.  162  and  164)  ;  also  ^i|-  hr.)  to 
Dronero  (Rte.  165). 

Cuneo  was,  in  its  origin,  a  city  of 
7-efuge.  About  the  year  1100,  Boni¬ 
face,  Marquis  of  Saluzzo,  had  occu¬ 
pied  this  district,  which  formed  a 
part  of  the  marquessate  of  Susa  ;  but 
his  authority  was  entirely  inade- 
([uate  to  enforce  the  observance  of  the 
laws  or  to  ensure  tranquillity,  and 
the  lords  of  the  adjoining  castles  so 
})lundered  the  inhabitants  of  the 
surrounding  country  that  they  deter¬ 
mined  upon  resistance.  The  people 
came  together,  in  1120,  under  the 
colour  of  a  pilgrimage  to  the  sanctu¬ 
ary  of  Oiir  Lady  of  the  Wood,  now 
included  in  the  city,  and  there  de¬ 
termined  to  take  vengeance,  if,  as 
usual,  any  of  their  wives  and  daugh¬ 
ters  were  insulted  by  the  petty  ty¬ 
rants  of  the  surrounding  castles. 
Cause  of  offence  was  soon  given  ;  the 
peasants  assembled  again,  destroyed 
the  castles,  slew  the  oppressors,  and, 
retreating  in  a  body  to  the  present 
site  of  the  city,  a  rvedge-like  piece  of 
land  between  the  two  rivers,  there 
began  to  build.  The  abbot  of  San 
Dalmazzo,  to  whom  the  woods  be¬ 
longed,  gladly  permitted  a  settle¬ 


ment  which  gave  him  the  pro¬ 
spect  of  numerous  vassals  ;  and  the 
nuova  villa  cli  Cuneo  rapidly  rose 
into  consequence.  In  the  i6th  cent., 
Cuneo  was  strongly  fortified,  and  its 
subsequent  history  is  a  succession  of 
sieges.  No  stronghold  was  more 
celebrated  in  the  military  history  of 
Piedmont,  until  1800,  when,  after 
the  battle  of  Marengo,  the  three 
Consuls  decreed,  on  the  5th  July, 
that  the  fortifications  of  Cuneo,  the 
citadels  of  Milan  and  Tortona,  the 
fortress  of  Ceva,  and  the  gates  and 
bastions  of  Turin,  should  all  be 
destroyed  ;  and,  before  the  end  of 
the  month,  those  massy  girdles  of 
Cuneo  were  riven  from  their  founda¬ 
tions,  to  the  great  advantage  of  the 
inhabitants.  The  Diumio,  or  cathe¬ 
dral,  is  the  ancient  sanctuary  of  the 
‘  Madonna  del  Bosco,’  but  it  offers 
nothing  remarkable,  as  it  was  en¬ 
tirely  restored  after  the  siege  of 
1744.  Francesco,  belonging  to  a 

Capuchin  convent,  a  Gothic  ch.  of 
the  13th  cent.,  is  said  to  have*  been 
built  in  the  time  of  the  saint  him¬ 
self.  The  princii^al  street,  with 
arcaded  house-fronts,  is  most  pic¬ 
turesque.  There  is  a  pleasant  public 
walk  at  the  junction  of  the  Gesso 
and  the  Stura. 

[16  m.  S.E.  of  Cuneo,  by  a  good  car¬ 
riage  road  lies  at  a  height  of  2828  ft., 
the  ancient  Certosa  of  Pesio, 
founded  1174,  now  a  bathing  estab¬ 
lishment  with  good  accommodation, 
a  charming  garden, and  a  most  exqui¬ 
site  neighbourhood.  The  surround¬ 
ing  mountains  are  clothed  in  beech- 
forests,  and  a  little  chapel  a  few 
minutes  higher  up  the  glen  than  the 
convent,  commands  views  of  the 
great  chain  extending  to  Monte 
Rossa  and  the  Weisshorn,  seen 
across  the  Lombard  plain.  The 
Certosa  is  4  hrs.  from  Limone  by  a 
mule  path,  the  ascent  of  the 
Besimauda,  easily  taken  en  route, 
adding  only  2  hrs.  to  the  walk,  and 
can  also  be  reached  from  Tenda  in 
7-8  hrs.  by  a  rough  pass,  the  Cioce  di 
ilalabera. 

The  Besimauda  (7887  ft.),  the  N. 


ROUTE  170. — CUNEO  TO  NICE  OR  MENTONE. 


673 


point  of  tlie  chain  separating  the 
valley  of  the  Certosa  from  that  of 
Limone,  is  easily  reached  on  foot  or 
horseback  in  4  6rs.  It  com¬ 

mands  a  superb  panorama.  Few 
mountains  in  the  Alps  can  rival  this 
aspect  of  Monte  Vise.  Beyond  it 
the  Alpine  chain  extends  through 
the  Grand  Paradis  and  Monte  Rosa 
to  the  Di.sgrazia.  The  sea  is  visible 
over  the  Col  de  Tenda,  and  (in  even¬ 
ing  light)  the  city  of  Genoa  may  be 
distinctly  seen  on  its  bay — through 
a  gap  between  the  Alps  and  the 
Apennines.] 

The  rly.,  on  leaving  the  town, 
runs  across  a  level  plain,  with  noble 
views  of  Monte  Vise  and  the  Mari¬ 
time  Alps  to 

8  m.  Borgo  San  Dalmazzo  (see 
Rte.  1 66). 

io|  m.  Bobilante,  where  it 
enters  the  mountains  and  begins  to 
ascend  up  the  Vermenagna  valley, 
and  (141  m.  )  Vernante,  where  the 
railway  ends  for  the  present,  though 
it  is  hoped  to  continue  it  in  course 
of  time  to  Ventimiglia.  4I  m.  further 
is 

Limone  (3297  ft.).  [ToPesioand 
the  Besimauda,  see  above.]  The  travel¬ 
ler  ascends  rapidly  by  a  good  Alpine 
road,  though  constructed  with  less 
skill  than  those  of  more  recent  date. 
The  abrupt  turns  of  the  terraces  are 
often  almost  alarming  in  their  as¬ 
pect,  nor  are  they  as  well  defended 
as  could  be  wished.  The  danger,  or 
rather  the  semblance  of  it,  is  of 
course  more  felt  in  returning  from 
Nice.  About  half-way  from  the 
summit  an  attempt  was  made  in  the 
1 8th  cent,  by  the  princes  of  Savoy  to 
carry  a  tunnel  through  the  mountain, 
and  thus  avoid  the  passage  over  its 
crest.  This  has  recently  been  com¬ 
pleted.  The  tunnel  is  about  2}  m. 
long  and  saves  two  hours  and  nearly 
7  m.  The  crest,  crossed  by  the  old 
road,  is  a  narrow  ridge,  6473  ft.  It 
commands  a  very  fine  view  of  the 
Alps,  from  Monte  Vise  to  the  Grand 
Paradis,  Dent  Blanche,  Matterhorn, 
and  Monte  Rosa,  while  on  the  S.  the 
Mediterranean  may  be  discovered. 


[Hence  the  Rocca  dell’  Abisso^  9^39  ft., 
can  be  ascended  in  3  hrs.,  or  the 
village  of  Valdieri  reached  in  9^  hrs. 
by  the  beautiful  but  long  Col  del 
Sabbioyie.']  The  descent  on  the  S. 
side  is  by  a  succession  of  75  zigzags 
from  the  house  of  refuge  near  the 
summit. 

34|  m.  Tenda  (2674  ft.),  at  the  S. 
foot  of  the  col,  1680  Inhab.  Italian 
custom-house.  An  excellent  station 
for  sketching  and  fishing,  and  a  place 
of  much  note  in  the  feudal  history 
of  Italy.  It  was  a  fief  of  the  powerfu  1 
Lascaris  family  of  Ventimiglia,  a 
member  of  which  was  the  unfor¬ 
tunate  Beatrice  di  Tenda,  wife  of 
Filippo  Maria  Visconti,  by  whose 
commands  she  was  tortured  and  con¬ 
demned  to  death.  There  are  some 
picturesque  remains  of  the  castle. 

The  road  over  the  Col  de  Tenda  is 
amongst  the  earliest  of  the  Alpine 
roads.  It  was  begun  by  Carlo 
Emanuele  I.,  1591  ;  and  improved 
1779-1782  by  Vittore  Amadeo  III., 
and  is  commemorated  in  two  in¬ 
scriptions  near  its  commencement. 
Fine  scenery  and  good  chamois¬ 
hunting  in  the  mountain -range  W. 
of  the  Col  de  Tenda. 

2]  m.  from  Tenda  is  S.  Dalmazzo 
di  Tenda,  formerly  a  Carthusian 
abbey  (or  according  to  some,  a  house 
of  Austin  canons),  now  a  Pension, 
much  frequented  during  the  summer 
heats,  its  climate  cool,  though  it  is 
only  2284  ft.  in  height.  [In  the 
mountains W.  (5  hrs.)  are  some  rocks, 
inscribed  with  rude  figures,  which 
have  not  yet  been  examined  by  com- 
jietent  judges,  and  may  prove  to  be 
monuments  of  a  primitive  tribe. 
They  are  near  some  tarns  known 
as  the  Laghi  delle  Meraviglie  under 
the  Monbego,  from  some  lakes 
{Laghi  Lungi),  below  which  rough 
passes  lead  over  into  the  Val  Gordo- 
lasca  whence  another  ridge  must  be 
crossed  before  St.  Martin  Lantosque 
is  gained  after  a  long  day’s  walk, 
which  may  be  shortened  by  sleeping 
at  the  lead  mining  establishment, 
2  hrs  up  from  San  Dalmazzo.  Mont 
Clapier  (9994  ft.)  (Rte.  169)  can  be 
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reached  by  a  long  ascent  through 
the  Valmasca,  and  in  lo  hrs.  Lan- 
tosque  may  be  gained  by  a  circuitous 
route  by  the  Laghi  Lungi  and  the 
Baisse  de  St.  Veran. 

Mowtec/o(9426ft.\  one  of  the  highest 
of  the  S.  spurs  of  the  Maritime  Alps, 
is  easily  ascended  in  5^  hrs.  from 
San  Dalmazzo,  and  from  it  the  view 
over  the  Mediterranean  and  the 
plains  of  Piedmont  and  Lombardy 
is  splendid,  stretching  to  Turin, 
Pavia,  Milan,  and  the  snowy  Alps 
beyond.] 

Beyond  San  Dalmazzo  the  road 
becomes  exceedingly  striking.  Wher¬ 
ever  the  rocks  allow  the  possibility 
of  raising  a  wall  you  see  a  little 
village  in  the  cleft,  like  the  nest  of 
a  bird.  The  splendid  gorge  of  Berghe 
is  passed  before  reaching  Fontan, 
where  is  the  French  custom-house. 
The  finest  of  these  savage  defiles  of 
the  Roya  is  the  gorge  below 

Saorge,  a  town  of  1521  Inhab., 
where  a  fort  perched  upon  a  rocky 
knoll  commands  the  passage  of  the 
gorge.  It  Avas  taken  by  the  French 
under  Massena  in  the  campaign  of 
1794.  [Hence  the  Col  de  Bans  leads 
in  5  hrs.  to  Roquebilliere  (Rte.  ibqX] 
The  Roya  abounds  Avith  trout.  The 
upper  portion  of  this  valley  remains 
in  the  hands  of  the  Italians  :  but  j 
the  strong  position  of  Saorge  and  | 
the  valley  of  the  Roya  are  occupied 
by  the  French. 

53^  m.  Giandola,  the  first  French 
Aullage,  is  1247  ft.  high,  and 
grandly  situated  at  the  foot  of  high 
schistose  rocks,  which  look  as  if 
they  Avere  on  the  point  of  crushing 
the  inhabitants.  [A  road  of  20  m. 
from  Giandola  to  Ventimiglia, 
along  the  Roya,  passes  through  a 
grand  gorge,  and  enables  the  tra- 


A'eller  to  reach  the  rly.  to  Genoa, 
and  to  proceed  into  Italy  Avithout 
making  the  dedour  by  Nice  or  Men¬ 
tone.]  The  Nice  road  leaves  on  the 
1.  Breil,  a  town  of  2565  Inhab., 
near  which  are  the  ruins  of  the 
castle  of  Crivella,  and  ascends  to  the 
Col  de  Brouis  (2749  ft.)  by  a  very 
steep  ascent  of  1604  ft.),  the  sides  of 
the  mountain  being  covered  with 
Avild  laA^ender. 

6o|  m.  Sospello  (3695  Inhab., 
1145  ft.)  is  a  sleeping-place  for  tra¬ 
vellers  by  A^etturino.  Its  situation 
is  A^ery  beautiful.  Through  it  rushes 
the  Bevera,  a  roaring  mountain- 
stream  ;  and  all  around  rise 
mountains  out  of  an  exceedingly 
fertile  plain.  The  A^alley  abounds 
in  thick  Avoods  of  olives  and  figs. 
The  Bevera  unites  Avith  the  Roya 
about  4  m.  before  entering  the  sea 
at  Ventimiglia. 

[A  cross-road  (about  14  m.) 

branches  off  hence  to  Mentone,  by 
the  Col  de  Castillon  (2400  ft.  )  and  the 
valley  of  Chiaret  :  by  this  rte. 
travellers  will  reach  Mentone  in  as 
short  a  time  as  Nice,  through  a  very 
picturesque  country.] 

The  road  commences  to  ascend 
j  from  the  Inn  door  at  Sospello  to 
the  Col  de  Brans  3287  ft.).  In  the 
autumn  laA^ender-Avater  is  made  on 
the  sides  of  this  mountain  by  the 
peasantry,  whose  rude  apparatus  is 
curious. 

73I  m.  L’Eseardne  (1496 Inhab.). 
After  crossing  another  hill,  we  de¬ 
scend  along  the  Peille,  one  of  the 
tributaries  of  the  Paillon,  which 
is  folloAved  to  Nice,  and  to  the  full 
luxuriance  of  the  Riviera,  passing 
by  the  villages  of  Drop  and  La  Trinite. 

86  m.  Nice.  [See  Handbook  for 
France,  Rte.  128.] 


INDEX-DIRECTORY,  1900. 

PART  II. 

(Routes  marked  with  an  asterisk  (*)  are  reversed.) 


A. 

Abbondio,  Sant’  (Como), 
459 

— -  MONASTERY,  453 

AbLmes  de  Myans,  605 
Abondance,  col  d’,  575 
— ,  Notre  Dame  d’,  575 

Mont  de  Grange  ;  Alpes.’ 
See  Chapelle  d’ Abon¬ 
dance,  La. 

Abrils,  653 

Grand  Hotel.,  opened  in 
1898,  45  rooms ;  H.  du 
Mont  Viso  ;  H.  de  la  Poste, 
chez  Carlhian,  good  ;  Au 
Chamois  des  Alpes.,  cliez 
Richard.,  fair  quarters. 

Diligence  at  1.45,  tak¬ 
ing  5  lirs.  to  Guillestre., 
whence  an  omnibus  runs 
in  correspondence  with 
trs.  to  (3^  m.)  Mont 

Dauphin  stat. 

— *  to  La  Tour  de  Lu- 
SERNE  by  the  Col  de  la 
Croix,  652 

—  to  Saluzzo  by  the  Col 
de  la  Traversette,  654 

—  to  the  Val  VARAiTAand 
CuNEo  by  the  Col  de  Val- 
lante,  658 

-  Col  d’,  646 
Adda  river,  455 
Adler  pass,  476 
Ael,  Pont  d’,  576 
Agneaux,  Montagne  des, 
634,  639 

Agnello,  Col  dell’,  659, 
660 

II.]  V.  1900. 


Agno,  451 

Aiguebelette,  604 
Chez  Perier. 

- ,  LAKE  OF,  604 

Aiguebelle,  606 

Parfaite  Union ;  Poste. 

Aigueblanche,  617 

Aiguille,  Plan  de  l’,  549, 
552,  555 

Aiguilles  Dorees,  567 

—  OP  Chamonix,  557 

—  Rouges  (AroUa),  513, 
516,  518  ;  (Chamonix), 
549,  553 

— ,  Marbrees,  566 

Aiguilles,  653 
H.  Avias. 

Aiguillette,  Grande,  659 

Ailefroide,  633,  634,  638 

-  HUTS,  638 

Chalet  Hotel  (chez  Rol- 
land),  opened  in  1897,  fair. 

Aime  (Axuma),  618 

H.  du  Petit  St.  Bernard. 

*Airolo  to  Locarno,  443 

AIX-LES-BAINS,  595. 
Waters,  595.  Roman  re¬ 
mains,  595.  Excursions, 

596 

Hotels  :  Grand  H. 
d’Aix ;  H.  de  V Europe., 
pleasant  garden,  both  ex¬ 
cellent  and  open  all  the 
year  ;  H.  Venat  et  Bristol, 
with  a  garden ;  H.  du 
Nord ;  Splendide  Hotel, 
very  large,  above  town  ; 
H.  de  la  Metroptole  ;  H.  de 
rUnivers  et  des  Amhassa- 
deurs  rmnis  ;  H.  Britanni- 
que — all  very  good  ;  H. 


AIX-LES-BAINS— 

contd. 

Damesin  and  Continental ; 
H.  du  Louvre ;  H.  du 
Parc ;  H.  de  la  Poste ; 
H.  Germain  ;  H.  Folliet ; 
H.  de  I’Arc  Romain  ;  H. 
des  Bergues;  H.  des  Bains; 
H.  Beausite,  above  town  ; 
and  many  others. 

Physicians:  Drs.Stan- 
ley  Rendall ;  Wakefield ; 
MM.  Bracket  ;  Mace  ; 
Guilland  ;  Cazalis,  etc. 

Eng.  Ch.  S.(C.C.C.S.): 
in  Eng.  Ch.  (St.  Swi- 
thin’s)  during  season 
only.  Also  at  H.  Splen¬ 
dide  (S.P.G.). 

English  Chemist  : 
Folliet,  opposite  the  Eta- 
blissement  Thermal. 

English  Bankers  : 
Banque  Commerciale 
d’Aix,  Place  Revard. 

Funicular  Railway 
up  the  Grand  Revard. 

— to  Geneva,  595 

—  to  Chambery,  594,  598 
— *  to  Annecy,  602 

— to  Albertville  by  An¬ 
necy,  602 

—  to  Chamonix  by  Annecy, 

591 

Ala,  625 

Alb.  Brunei'i,  fair. 
ALAGISTA,  466,  471,  479, 
480 

Guglielmina’s  H.  &  P. 
Monte  Rosa,  250  rooms, 
excellent  and  much  fre- 
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ALAGNA — contd. 
qiiented,  electric  light, 
telegraph,  landlord  also 
owns  inns  on  Col  d’Olen, 
at  Riva  Valdobbia,  Va- 
rallo,  and  on  Mottarone  ; 
Dr.  Montella’s  H.  Weiss- 
horn  {Corno  Bianco)  is  well 
kept,  clean,  and  mode¬ 
rate  ;  Grd.  H.  d^Alagna, 

I  hr.  above  Alagna  is  the 
little  H.  BelvMdre,  in  an 
admirable  position  be¬ 
tween  the  Otro  and  Olen 
glens. 

Guide  :  Giovanni  Ba- 
rone,  good. 

N.B.  Good  unfurnished 
lodgings  for  the  season 
may  be  had  at  the  houses 
of  Giuseppe  Steiner  and 
Cristoforo  Ferraris. 

— *  to  Varallo,  466 

—  to  Macugnaga  by  the 
Turlo  pass,  479  ;  *  by  the 
Col  delle  Loccie,  470 

—  to  the  Riffel  by  the 
Sesia  Joch  or  the  Lys- 
joch,  480,  500 

—  to  Gressoney  by  the  Col 
d’Olen,  481  ;  by  the  Col 
de  Val  Dobbia,  481  ; 
by  the  Col  delle  Pisse, 
480 

Alb  ARON,  623,  625 

Albens,  602 

Albergian,  monte,  643, 
646.  Col  d’,  644,  646 

ALBERTVILLE,  592, 
617 

Hotels :  H.Million,  ex¬ 
cellent  in  every  respect ; 
H.  de  la  Balance^  good 
food;  Ga^re  (with  Rlwy. 
Restaurant),  oppos.  stat. 

Railway :  To  Mou- 
tiers  Ta,rentaise. 

Diligences :  to  An¬ 
necy  (4  hrs.),  and  Chamo¬ 
nix  by  Ugines  (8  hrs.). 
Light  coach  (2  fr.  25  c.) 
to  St.  Maxime  de  Beaufort 
(3  hrs.). 

— *  to  Sallanches,  591 

— *  to  Annecy,  603 

—  to  Beaufort,  593 

—  to  St.  Pierre  d’Al- 

BIGNY,  616 

Albigny,  St.  Pieere  d’, 
606,  616 


Alby,  602 

Allalin  glacier,  473 ; 

NAME,  472  ;  PASS,  476 
Allalinhorn,  474,  476,  495 
Allee,  Alp  de  l’,  509 

—  PiGNE  DE  l’,  510 

—  Col  de  l’,  510 
Allee  Blanche,  560 
Allemont,  633 

Chez  Leydier,  best :  in 
the  village. 

Chez  P err  atone  (at  the 
Fonderie),  fair. 
ALLEVARD  BATHS, 
60s 

Hotels :  H.  duParc;  H. 
du  Louvre ;  H.  des  Bains, 
all  good  and  in  garden 
of  the  Etablissement ; 
many  other  Inns  and  nu¬ 
merous  pensions. 

Allos,  665.  Lac  d’,  665 

H.  du  Midi  (Pascal), 
good. 

Almagell,  472,  473 
Alpe,  636.  Nice  little 
mountain  inn.  Refuge 
Paquehot.  col  de  l’,  634 
Alphubel,  474,  495 

—  JOCH,  476 

Alpine  Club,  Italian,  460, 

525 

Alps  of  Piedmont  and 
Savoy,  426 
Ambin,  ROCHE  d’,  615 

—  Col  d’,  610 

—  Combe  d’,  615 

—  Trois  dents  d’,  615 
Andorno,  486 

ITydrop.  Establishment 
— Grand  Hotel. 

Eng.  Ch.  S.  (S.P.G.). 
Ane,  Bec  de  l’,  587 ;  Col 
DE  l’,  540 

Angera  Castle,  442 
Angrogna,  valley  of,  650 
Anna,  col  di  Sta.,  666 
Anneciacum  (Annecy),  600 
ANNTECY,  599.  Cathe¬ 
dral,  600.  Museum,  600. 
Lake,  601 

Hotels:  Grd.  H.  Ver¬ 
dun,  good  and  moderate ; 
Grd.  IT.  d’Angleterre, 
good  ]  H.  de  I’Aigle ;  H. 
de  V Europe. 

— *  to  Geneva,  599 

—  to  Aix-les-Bains,  602 

—  to  Albertville,  603 

—  to  Bonneville,  594 


ANNE  OYr— contd. 

—  *to  Chamonix  by  Flu- 
met,  591 

Annemasse,  545,  568 

H.  de  la  Gare ;  Paix, 
both  near  stat.  ;  Soleil, 
in  the  town.  Railway 
Rest. 

Annibal,  Cirque  d’,  590 

—  COL  d’,  533 
Anniviers,  val  d’  (Ein- 

fischthal),  507,  509 
Anselm,  St.,  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury,  birthplace, 

525 

Ant,  Nant  d’,  569 
Antabbia,  val,  444 
Anterne,  col  d’,  572.  Lac 

572 

Antey,  505 
Anth^moz,  lac  d’,  573 
Antigine,  Passo  d’,  473 
Antrona  Piana,  435 

Marani’s,  poor. 
Antrona,  val,  435 ;  pass, 
435,  473,  474 

Anu,  Grand  (ice-cave), 
602 

Anza  river,  471 
Anzasca,  val,  467 
AOSTA,  523.  Roman 
bridge,  523.  Triumphal 
arch,  523.  Roman  walls, 
524.  Porta  Praetoria. 
524.  Cathedral,  524.  Val 
d’,  521 

Hotels  :  H.  dti  Mont 
Blanc,  excellent,  in 
charming  situation  just 
outside  town,  one  of 
the  pleasantest  halting- 
places  in  the  Italian  val¬ 
leys  of  the  Alps ;  Cou- 
ronne,  improved,  in  town, 
on  Place  Charles  Albert  ; 
Royal -Victoria,  opposite 
the  rly.  stat.  kept  by  son 
of  landlord  of  H.  Royal 
at  Courmayeur,  new 
and  good,  but  noisy  ; 
Restaurant  Lanier,  mode¬ 
rate. 

Diligences:  For  Cour¬ 
mayeur  await  trs.  (5 
hrs.). 

Carriages  :  For  St. 
Remy  on  St.  Bernard, 
Cogne  and  Courmayeur. 

Mules  :  For  Valpel- 
line,  and  Col  do  Fenetre. 
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AO  STA — contd. 

— *  to  Turin,  520 
-  to  CoURMAYEUR,  527 

— *  to  Martigny  by  the 
Great  St.  Bernard,  531 
— *  to  Martigny  by  the 
Col  de  Fenetre  and  Val 
de  Bagnes,  537 

—  to  Arolla,  517 

—  to  CoGNE  and  Ponte  in 
Val  d’Orco,  575 

—  to  CoGNE  over  the  Becca 
di  Nona,  525 

—  to  Tignes  by  the  Val 
de  Rhemes,  585 

—  to  Bourg  St.  Maurice 
by  Val  Grisanche  and 
the  Col  du  Mont,  586 

—  to  Bourg  St.  Maurice 
by  the  Little  St.  Ber¬ 
nard,  588 

Aouiele,  Becca  de  n’,  586 
Aquae  Gratianae  (Aix- 
ees-Bains),  595 
Aravis,  col  des,  594 
Arbole,  col  d’,  525 
Arc,  river,  source,  623 
AR:feNE,  ViLLARD  d’,  636 

Vezive  Clot. 

Arete  Blanche,  470,  476 
Argegno,  453,  459 
Argentera,  663 

Argentera  ;  Croce  Bi¬ 
anca.,  poor. 

—  PuNTA  dell’,  669,  671 
ARGENTTIERE,  561 

Hotels  :  Couronne., 

good  ;  Bellevue. 

—  Aiguille  d’,  567 

—  Glacier  d’,  561 

—  Col  d’,  543  ;  Col  de  1’ 
(in  Piedmont),  663  ;  its 
passage  by  Francis  I, 
661 

-  PoiNTE  DE  l’,  631 

Arietta,  col  de  l’,  579 
Arly,  valley  of  the,  592 
Arnaud,  Henri,  559,  616, 

645 

Arnaz,  col  d’,  624,  625,  626 
Arogno,  450,  452 
AROLLA,  514 

New  rival  inn,  300  ft. 
above  the  valley,  Kur- 
haus  d'  Arolla  (Spahr, 
owner  of  the  Jf.  de  la 
Dent  Blanche  atEvolena) ; 
Hotel  du  Mont  Collon 
(Anzevui),  enlarged  and 
improved,  moderate  pen- 


AROLLA — contd. 
sion,  but  often  over¬ 
crowded. 

Eng.  Ch.  S.(C.C.C.S.). 

—  to  Mauvoisin  by  Pas  de 
Chevres  and  Col  du 
Mont  Rouge  or  Col  de 
Seilon,  516,  517 

— *  to  Evolena,  514 
— *  to  Aosta  by  Col  de 
Collon,  517 

—  to  Zermatt  by  the  Cols 
duMont  Bruld  or  de  Ber- 
tol  or  d’H^rens,  518,  519, 
520 

—  glacier,  514,  518 

-  PiGNE  d’,  515 

AROHA,  441 ;  abbot  of, 

471 

Hotels  :  Albergo  d’lta- 
lia  d'  Posta,  good,  with 
garden ;  Alb.  San  Got- 
tardo  d'  Svizzero,  very 
well  spoken  of,  opposite 
the  station  ;  Alb.  Reale, 
good  and  cheap. 

Diligences  :  Daily  to 
Orta  by  good  carriage- 
road  (Rte.  118),  13  m.,  2% 
to  3  hrs.’  drive  over  a  low 

hiil. 

Railway  :  Direct  (2 
to  2>^  hrs.)  by  Gallarate 
to  Milan. 

—  to  Novara,  441 

—  to  Orta,  464 

— ^  to  Varallo,  464 
Arpenaz,  Nant  d’,  water¬ 
fall,  546 

Arpette,  Fenetre  d’,  563 
Arpitetta  alp,  509 

-  PoiNTE  d’,  510 

Arsine,  col  d’,  636 
Arter£:va,  col  d’,  529 
Arves,  Aiguilles  d’,  631, 

635 

—  col  d’,  630 

—  St.  Jean  d’,  630 

Chez  Grand,  rough 
mountain  quarters  but 
improved. 

Arveyron,  source  of,  553 
Arvier,  526 
Arzinol,  pic  d’,  513 
Ascona,  438 
Aspremont,  671 
Assaly,  col  du  grand, 

589 

Asti,  casa  d’,  613 
Augstbord  pass,  490,  506 


Augusta  Praetoria.  See 
Aosta. 

Aulph  monastery,  574 
Auressio,  446 
AuSSOIS,  COL  d’,  608,  628 
Autaret,  col  de  l’,  626 
Avalon,  605 
Avaudrues,  Les,  570 
Averole,  623 
Avolions,  col  des,  540 
AvRIL,  MONT,  542 
Axuma  (Aime),  618 
Ayas,  val  d’,  487 

—  San  Giacomo  d’,  488.  See 
Fiery. 

Ayer,  509 

Aymaville,  527,  576 

Poor  Inn. 

AzY,  MONT  d’,  597 

B. 

Bagnes,  val  de,  538.  Inun¬ 
dations  in  the,  538,  539 
Balbianello,  villa,  458 
Balen,  477 

Balfrin,  472,  474,  477 
Ballotta,  plain  of,  583 
Balm  AT,  Jacques  ;  his  as¬ 
cent  of  Mt.  Blanc,  555. 
His  death,  569.  Monu¬ 
ment  to,  548 
Balme,  625 

Albergo  Reale,  new; 
Alb.  del  Belvedere;  A. 
delle  Alpi,  homely,  good. 

—  COL  DE,  553,  564 

II.  Suisse. 

—  Grotte  de,  546 

—  Chapelu,  639 
Balmuccia,  466,  478 
Balsille,  645 
Bannio,  467,  469.  478 

Good  Inn. 

Bans,  Les,  634,  638,  640 
Baranca  pass,  467,  477 
Near  the  summit  is  the 
small  Albergo  del  Club 
Algyino. 

Barberine  waterfall. 
562 

Inn  now  closed. 
BARCELONlsrETTE, 
663 

Hotels  ;  H.  du  Nord, 
fair  ;  II.  de  France. 

—  to  Brian^on,  666 

—  to  Embrun,  664 
— *  to  Digne,  665 
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BARCELONTNTETTE 

— contd. 

—  to  the  Var  and  Tinea 

VALLEYS,  666 

Bard,  fort,  521,  580 
Bardoney,  col  de,  579 
BARDONNTECHE,  609 
Aquila  Aera,near  stat., 
good,  much  frequented  by 
Italians  during  summer. 
— *  to  Modane  by  the  Col 
de  Fr6jus,  607  ;  by  the 
Col  de  la  Roue,  607  ;  by 
the  Col  de  la  Saume,  607 
— *  to  BRIAN90N  by  the  Col 
des  Echelles,  609,  642 
Barge,  658 

Lion  d’Or,  good  and 
cheap. 

Barme,  chalet  a  la,  559, 

594  '  * 

Inn  (6  beds). 

Barone,  Basso  di,  445 
Barricades,  the,  650,  663 
Barthelemy,  St.,  val,  523 
— •  Penetre  de,  523 
Basodino,  ascent  op  the, 

445 

BaSSAC,  MONT,  586 

-  COLS  DE,  587 

Bathie,  La,  617 

-  COL  DE  LA,  59 

BATHS— 

Aix-Ies-Bains,  595.  Al- 
levard,  605.  Berthe- 
mont,  670.  Bonneval, 
588.  Brides-les-Bains,627. 
Ceresole,  582.  Challes, 
599.  Coise,  606.  Cour- 
mayeur,  527.  Craveggia, 
446.  Didier,  Pr6  St.,  527. 
Gervais,  St.,547.  Marlioz, 
596.  Menthon,  601.  Mo- 
nestier,  636.  Saxe,  527. 
Stabio,  448.  Uriage,  632. 
Valdieri,  669.  Vinadio, 
663.  Vincent,  St.,  522 
BATTLES— 

Assietta,  on  Col  de  1’, 
610.  Balsille,  645.  Sal- 
bertrand,  610 
BAVENO,  439 

Hotels  :  Grand  IT. 
Bellevue^  good,  with  a 
large  garden  on  the  lake, 
very  comfortable ;  H. 
Beaurivage^  good;  Grand 
H.  Baveno ;  H.  Suisse. 

Eng.  Ch.  S.  :  In  Eng. 
ch.  built  by  the  late 


B  AVEN  O — contd. 
Charles  Henfrey,  Esq., 
C.E. 

—  to  Orta,  463 

—  to  Varallo,  463 

—  to  Menaggio,  450 

—  to  Arona,  441 

—  to  Locarno,  438 
Bavona,  val,  444 
Bayard,  Chevalier,  his 

surprise  of  Prosper  Co- 
lonna,  662  ;  his  birth¬ 
place,  605 ;  his  death, 
460 

Bazel,  PTE.  DE  586,  621 

BEAUFORT,  ST. 
MAXIME  DE,  593 
Hotels  :  Cheval  Blanc, 
fair  and  cheap ;  Mont 
Blanc ;  Croix  Blanche. 

— *  to  Albertville,  593 

—  to  the  rte.  of  the  Col  du 
Bonhomme,  593 

—  to  CoNTAMiNES  by  Col 
du  J oly,  593 

Beauges  district,  601 
Beaulard,  609 
Beaume  des  Vaudois,  639 
Beaumont,  Albanis,  569 
Beauvoisin,  Pont  de.  See 
Pont  de  Beauvoisin. 
Bec  de  FRUDiiiRE,  484 

- DE  LA  TrAVERSIERE,  585 

—  d’Invergnan,  586 

—  DE  Pralognan,  Grand, 
627,  628 

Becca  di  Nona,  525  , 

—  A  Tre  Corni,  582 
Beckwith,  Gi:n.,  647 
Bel  achat,  553 

Restaurant. 

Bel  Oiseau,  562 
Belgirate,  441 

Ch'and  Hotel,  good. 
Bellagarda,  Punta  di, 
582 

Bella  Tola,  308 
BELLAGIO,  457 

Hotels ;  Grand  H.  Bel- 
lagio,  an  immense  hotel, 
with  Villa  Serbelloni  on 
the  hill,  as  d6pendance  ; 
H.  Grande  Bretagne,  an¬ 
other  equally  immense 
hotel  N.  of  the  village, 
200  bedrooms,  electric 
light ;  H.  Genazzini,  good ; 
H.  P.  de  Florence,  fair, 
cheaper  than  the  great 
inns. 


BELLAGIO — contd. 

Eng.  Ch.  (St.  James’), 
(C.C.C.S.). 

Engl.  Dr.  See  under 
Cadenabbia. 

Bellano,  457 
Bicllavista,  448-9 
Bellecombe,  col  de,  529 
Belledonne,  632 
Belleville,  val  de,  626 

—  St.  J ean  de,  607 
Bellinzona  to  Locarno, 

4.56 

—  to  Lugano  by  Monte 
Ceneri,  447 

— *  to  Gravedona  by 

the  Sant’  J orio  pass, 
456 

Belvedere,  469,  590 
Beranger,  Aiguille  de, 

558 

—  Pierre  a,  552 
Berard,  Valley  and 

WATERFALL,  554,  562 

—  Pierre  a,  554,  570 
Chalet  Inn,  with  some 

beds. 

—  ^Cascade  de,  562 
BFRARDH,  LA,  634, 

640 

Chalet  Hotel,  built  by 
Soci6t6  des  Touristes 
du  Dauphin6,  kept  by 
a  Chamonix  man,  M. 
Tairraz,  clean,  very  good, 
moderate  prices.  Best 
headquarters  in  district. 
New  E.  C.  Chapel. 
Berghe  gorge,  674 
Bergue,  La,  568 
Croix  Blanche. 
Berigentrum,  591 
Bernard,  St.,  account 
of,  525,  536;  birthplace. 
601 

BERNARD,  ST., 
GREAT,  PASS  OF,  531. 
Hospice,  533.  Morgue, 
536.  Napoleon’s  passage 

of,  531 

—  Little,  pass  of,  588. 
Hospice,  590.  Comfoi’t- 
able,  good  food. 

Bernardino  Luini,  birth¬ 
place,  450 
Bernardo,  San,  437 
Berthemont  baths,  670 
Hydropathic  Establish¬ 
ment  (Grand  Hotel)  and 
several  other  Inns. 
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Bertholi^et  (chemist), 
birthplace,  6oi.  Statue, 

6(X) 

Bertol,  col  de,  519 

—  Dents  de,  514,  516,  519 
Berzesio,  663 

Leone  d’Oro. 
Besimauda,  672 
Bessanese,  625 
Bessans,  623 

Chez  Cimaz^  last  house 
at  W.  end,  near  bridge, 
rather  rough. 

—  to  Ala  by  Col  de  Colle- 
rin,  623 

—  to  Vitr  by  Col  d’Arnaz, 
624  ;  by  Col  de  I’Auta- 
ret,  624 

Bpisse.  630 
Besso,  Lo,  509 
BE'rrAP'ORCA  pass,  488 
Beotliner  pass,  488 
Bianco,  Corno,  480 

—  Pizzo,  470 

Biandrate,  Counts  op,  471 
Bicocca,  Col  della,  660 
BIEjDLA,  460,  484 

Hotels  :  Testa  Grigia, 
best,  good;  Angelo ;  Leon 
d'Oro  ;  many  others. 

•  Club,  ItaiianAlpine: 
In  Palazzo  del  Teatro, 
where  strangers  can  see 
maps,  etc. 

Shop  :  Besso  for  good 
mountain  photographs. 

Carriage  :  To  Santua- 
rio  dA  Graglia,  2-horse 
carr.  there  and  back, 
18  fr. 

—  to  Gressoney  St.  Jean, 
4«5 

Bies  glacier,  490,  507 
-  JoCH, 490 

BIGNASCO,  44.^ 

H,  P.  du  Glacier, 
very  good,  most  attentive 
host,  same  as  at  Grand 
Hotel  at  Locarno,  mode¬ 
rate  charges.  i -horse 
carr.  from  Locarno,  17 
fr. 

Bigorio,  453 
Bionaz,  517 

Cure  entertains  travel¬ 
lers. 

Bionnassay,  558 

—  Glacier  de,  557,  558 
Bionnay,  558 

Biot,  Le,  574 


Bironico,  447 
Bisanne,  593 
Bisbino,  monte,  459 
Bise,  Cornettes  de,  575 
Bissone,  447 
Bistenen  pass,  475 
Blair,  Chateau,  551 
Blaiti^re,  Aig.  de,  554 

—  Cascade  de,  553 

BLANC,  MONT,  552. 

Ascent  by  Jacques 
Balmat,  555 ;  by  De 
Saussure,  555 

—  Ascent  from  Chamonix, 
555.  From  St.  Gervais, 
557.  From  Courmayeur, 
530.  Tour  of,  558.  Fine 
views  of,  546,  547,  591 

—  Glacier  passes,  565 
Blanc  de  Pralognan, 

Mont,  628 

—  deSeilon,Mont,5i6,  541 

—  DU  Tacul,  530,  551 
Blanc,  lac,  633 
Blanche,  Dent,  514 

—  Tete,  518,  519 
Blore,  val  de,  670 
Bo,  MONTE,  486 
Bobbio,  651 

Camoscio,  fair. 

—  to  Prali  by  Col  Julien, 
652 

—  to  Abries  hy  the  Cols 
de  Malaures  and  d’U- 
rina,  653  ;  by  the  Col 
de  la  Croix,  653 

-  to  THE  VALLEY  OP"  THE 

Po  by  the  Col  de  Sea 
Bianca,  652 
Boccioleto,  478 
Boeuf,  Pas  du,  507 
Bceufs  Rouges,  Crete  des, 
638 

Boglia,  monte,  453 
Bognanco,  Val,  475 
Boigne,  Genp:ral  de, 

birthplace,  598 
Bois,  Le,  627 

Chez  Puffier,  good 

quarters. 

Bon  Nant  waterp'all,  547 
Bonaveau,  Dent  de,  574 

—  Chalets  dp:,  570,  571 
Chalet  Inn. 

Bonhomme,  Le,  559 

—  La  Femme  du,  559 

—  COL  DU,  559 

-  CROIX  DU,  560 

Bonip"ace,  Archbp.  of  Can¬ 
terbury,  grave,  596 


Bonnet  du  Pr^tre,  607 
Bonneval,  588 
H.  des  Bains. 

Bonneval  Sur  Arc,  622 
Chalet  Hotel,  opened 
1895,  by  the  Lyons  sec¬ 
tion  of  the  French  Alpine 
Club,  good  mountain  inn. 
— *  to  Val  d’Isere  by 
Col  d’Iseran,  622 

—  to  Ceresole  by  Col  du 
Carro,  623 

—  to  Groscavallo  by  Col 
de  Girard,  623  ;  by  Col 
de  Sea,  623 

—  to  Lanslebourg,  623 
BONNEVILLE,  545 

Hotels  :  Couronne  ; 

Balance  ;  Cheval  Blanc. 

- *  to  SiXT,  568 

—  to  Annecy,  545,  594 
Borca,  468 

Bordon,  Garde  de,  310 
BOBGO  SAN  DAL- 
MAZZO,  662,  673 
Due  Galline ;  Delfino  ; 
Barra  di  Ferro. 

Borgo  Sesia,  460,  485 
Hotels :  Alh.  Gran. 
Bretagna  ;  Alb.  Reale. 
Borgomanero,  460 
Borromean  islands,  440 
Borromeo,  San  Carlo, 
442;  colossal  statue  of, 
441 

Bors,  val  de,  480 
Borterthal,  507 
Bosco,  443 

Della  Pietra  (Zum- 
stein),  the  gilder,  lodges 
travellers. 

Bosses,  544 

Bosses  du  Dromadairp:, 

549i  556,  557 
Cabane  Vallot. 

Bosson,  Bec  de,  512 
BOSSONS,  LES,  548 
Vue  des  Glaciers  ;  Re¬ 
staurant  des  Alpes. 

—  Glacier  des,  548 
Bouquetin,  510 
Bouquetins,  575 

-  COL  DES,  518 

-  DENTS  DES,  515,  518 

Bourdeau,  597 

Bourg  d’Arud.  See  Ve- 

NOSC. 

BOUBG  D’OISANS, 

633.  Excursions,  634 
Hotels  :  Grand  Hotel 
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BOURQ  D’OISANS— 

contd. 

de,  VOisans,  opened  1895, 
near  stat.,  excellent  in 
every  way,  electric  light, 
etc. ;  H.  de  VOberland 
Francais  (Primat),  oppo¬ 
site  the  stat.,  good  ;  H. 
de  Milan ;  H.  de  France, 
rebuilt  ;  Hotel  Ramel. 
Mules  and  carriages  for 
hire. 

—  to  La  BfiRARDE,  634 

—  to  Brian^on  hy  the  Col 
du  Lautaret,  634 

— to  St.  Jean  de  Mau- 
RiENNE,  hy  the  Col  des 
Pres  Nouveaux,  629 
Bourg  Mont  GrENhvRE,  642 
Hospice ;  chez  Balcet, 
poor. 

Bourg  St.  Maurice.  See 
Maurice,  Bourg  St. 
Bourg  St.  Pierre.  See 
Pierre,  Bourg  St, 
BouRget,  lac  du,  596 

—  Castle,  597 
Bourrit,  M.,  554 
Bousserailles,  Goupfre 

DES,  504 

Boussine,  Tour  de,  541 
Bout  du  Lac  (or  Dous- 
sard),  602 

Bout  du  Monde,  599,  605 
Bovernier,  531 
Bozel,  627 

H.  des  Alpes,  good,  just 
outside  the  town  ;  H. 
Favre. 

BrAMANS,  61 1.  (SeeVERNEY, 

Le. 

—  to  Susa,  614 
Brame  Earine,  605 
Braus,  col  de,  674 
Bre,  Monte,  453 
Breda  valley,  605 
Brbil,  674 

H.  de  V  Union. 
Breithorn,  497,  504 
Breney,col  de,  517,540,541 
Brenva  glacier,  529,  530 
Br^ionna,  col  de,  512 
- CoURONNE  DE,  512,  513 

3RETJIL,  504 

At  Breuil  itself,  H.  des 
Jumeaux,  near  chapel, 
small,  kept  by  Gabriel 
Maquignaz.  At  the  Gio- 
inein  huts  above  Breuil, 
H.  du  Mt.  Cervin,  good. 


BREUIL — contd. 
much  enlarged  in  1893. 
Horses  or  mules  to  St. 
Theodule  Glacier,  5  or  6  fr. 
Guide  to  Zermatt,  15  fr. 

—  to  Val  d’Ayas,  488,  504 

— *  to  Zermatt  hy  the  St. 

Theodule  pass,  503 

—  to  Chatillon,  504 

Breva  wind,  456 

Brevent,  552 

- COL  DU,  572 

Brevi^res,  620 

H.  des  Alpins  (Gaide). 

—  to  Val  Peisey  hy  the 
Col  de  la  Sachette,  620 

BRIAHCOH,  636 

Hotels  :  Terminus  H., 
at  rly.  stat.,  very  good  ; 
H.  de  la  Faix,  in  town, 
dirty,  but  food  fair,  good 
restaurant. 

Carriages  :  to  Oulx,  25 
fr.  ;  to  Ville  Vallouise,  15 
fr.  ;  to  the  Lautaret  Hos¬ 
pice,  30  fr. 

Diligence  :  to  Otilx 
stat.  on  Mt.  Cenis  Ely. 
at  10.30  a.m.  and  at  7.30 
p.m.,  5  hrs.,  return  75^ 
hrs. 

— *  to  Grenoble,  by  the 
Col  du  Lautaret,  631 

—  to  La  Grave,  by  Val- 
louise  and  La  B^rarde, 
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—  to  Susa,  hy  the  Mont 
Genevre,  641 

—  to  Pignerol,  by  the  Col 
de  Sestri^res,  643 

Bricherasio.  See  Bri- 

QUERAS. 

Bricolla  alp,  513,  519 

■ —  PoiNTE  DE,  513 

Brida.  See  Brides  -  les- 
Bains. 

BRIDES-LES-BAINS 

(Brida),  617,  627 
Hotels  ;  Grand  H.  des 
Thermes  (200  rooms),  with 
2  d^pendances,  Chalet, 
and  H.  de  France,  very 
good  and  comfortable, 
visitors  staying  at  any 
of  these  3  houses  have 
right  to  use  Casino  with¬ 
out  further  payment ; 
Grand  Hotel ;  Grand  Ho¬ 
tel  des  Baigneurs ;  and 
other  Inns. 


BRIDES-LES-BAINS 

— contd. 

Eng.  Ch.  S.  (S.P.G.) : 
Ch. 

Beione,  445 
Briqueras,  647 
Corona. 

Brissago,  438 
Broglio,  444 
Brouis,  Col  de,  674 

BRULk,  MONT,  516  ;  COLS 
DU  MONT,  515,  516,  518, 
520 

Brunegghorn,  489,  490 
Brusimpiano,  450 
BRUSSON,  487 

Hotels  :  Lion  d’Or, 
fair  little  mountain 
inn ;  Aigle. 

— *  to  Valtournanciie,  487 
Buco  dell’  Orso,  459 
—  Di  Viso,  655 
Buet,  546,  554,  562,  570 
Buono,  Monte,  521 
Bussoleno  Junct.  Stat., 
610 

C. 

CADENABBIA,  458 
Hotels  :  Bellevue,  im-# 
mense  building,  close  to 
water,  very  luxurious ; 
Britannia,  near  the  Eng. 
Ch.  ;  Belle  He  ;  P.  Cade- 
nahhia. 

Eng.  Ch. :  New  Ch.  of 
the  Ascension  (S.P.G.), 
opened  Ascension  Day, 
1891. 

Eng.  Doctor :  Dr. 

Spurway  (of  Rome)  re¬ 
sides  at  the  H.  Belle  He 
during  May,  June,  and 
September,  and  practises 
there  and  at  Bellagio  and 
Menaggio. 

Cadenazzo,  436 
Cainallo  pass,  457 
Calasca,  467,  472 
Inn,  tolerable, 

Calvary  :  Locarno,  437  ; 

Orta,  464  ;  Varallo,  400 
Calvin,  John,  525,  542 
Camano,  454 
Camasco,  466 
Camedo,  Passo  di,  456 
Camoghe,  Monte,  447 
Camp  of  Prince  Thomas, 
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Campello,  465.  Colle  di, 
465 

Campertogno,  466 

Alb.  Ferrwris,  clean 
beds. 

Campiglia  (Andorno),  486  ; 
(Soana),  579 
Cantina  delle  Alpi. 
Campioh,  468 
Campione,  457 
Campo,  443 

Campolungo  pass,  444 
Campo  Tencia,  piz,  444 
Cann£ko  island,  438 
Cannohina,  val,  446 
CANNTOBIO,  438,  446-7 
Hotels :  H.Biscione, fair-, 
H.  Cannobio.  At  entrance 
of  Val  Cannobina  stands 
the  large  Establishment 
La  Salute.,  frequented 
chiefly  by  Italians,  with 
noble  view  of  the  head  of 
the  lake. 

Canosio,  661 

Canova’s  ‘  Amore  e  Psy¬ 
che,’  458 
Canzo,  458 
Capolago,  447,  448 
Lac ;  Suisse. 

Capriasca,  PONTE,  picture 
at,  454 

Caprino,  Monte,  452 
Carahbia,  453 
Carcoforo,  478 
Two  fair  Inns. 

—  Bocchetta  di,  479 
Carlo,  San,  444 

Alb.  Basodino,  rough. 
Carlotta,  Villa,  458 
Carona,  453 
Carro,  col  DU,  583,  623 
Casero,  439 

Casse  Deserte,  col  de  la, 
641 

Casse,  Grande,  629 
(’astagneri.  Ant.,  625 
Castagnola,  453 
Casteldelfino  (Chateau 
Dauphin),  659 
Alb.  di  Francia,  fair. 

—  to  Saluzzo,  660 

— *  to  Abries  by  the  Col 
de  Vallante,  659  ;  by  the 
Col  de  Ruines,  or  Col  de 
Soustra,  660 

—  to  Chateau  Queyras  by 
the  Col  deir  Agnello,  or 
Col  de  St.  V4ran,  660 

—  to  Barcelonnette  by 


Casteldelfino — contd. 
the  Col  de  Longet,  or 
Col  de  Lautaret,  660 

—  to  the  valley  of  the 
Po  by  the  Passo  di  S. 
Chiaffredo,  Colle  di 
Luca,  or  Passo  delle 
Sagnette,  660 

—  to  the  Val  Maira  by 
the  Col  della  Bicocca, 
660 

Castello,  453 
Castellus,  rock  of,  651 
Castelmagno,  661 
Castelponte,  659 
Castiglione,  453,  467 
Castillon,  Col  de,  674 
Castor,  497,  501 
CATHEDRALS— 
Annecy, 600.  Aosta,524. 
Chambery,  598.  Cuneo, 
672.  Embrun,  665.  Luga¬ 
no,  451.  Moutiers,  617. 
Pignerol,  646.  Saluzzo, 
658.  St.  Jean  de  Mau- 
rienne,  607.  Susa,  613 
Catogne,  532,  563 
Cavales,  Col  du  Clot  des, 
635,  641 

Cavigliano,  445 
Cayolle,  col  de  la,  666 
Cazoli  Pass,  444 
Ceillac,  654,  667.  Inn. 
Celse-Niere,  Combe  de, 
639 

Ceneri,  Monte,  447 
CENIS,  MONTT,  Pass, 
610.  Hospice,  612.  Fell 
Railway,  61 1.  Tunnel, 
608 

—  to  Susa,  612 

—  Petit  Mont,  614 
Centovalli,  Val,  443,  446 
Centron,  61  S 

Ceppo  Morelli,  468 

H.  des  Alpes.,  better 
than  those  at  Ponte 
Grande ;  though  small, 
can  furnish  a  very  fair 
bed  or  luncheon. 
CERES,  624 

Hotels  :  Grand'  Alb.; 
Alb.  d’ Italia. 

Ceresio,  Lake  of  (Lake  of 
Lugano),  454.  Porto, 
45« 

CERESOLE,  582 

Hotels  :  Grand  Hotel, 
frequented  by  the  Pied¬ 
montese  aristocracy  in 


CERESOLE — contd. 
summer,  new,  100  rooms, 
luxuriously  appointed, 
electric  light  and  tele¬ 
graph.  Same  owner  as 
H.  d’ Angleterre  at  Turin. 
Pension  14  to  15  fr.  a 
day,  including  wine,  etc. 
Alb.  della  Levanna,  fair 
quarters,  cheaper  ;  H. 
Bellagarda  and  delle 
Fonti. 

—  ScALARi  DI,  582 

—  to  Val  d’Isere  by  the 
Col  de  la  Galise,  583, 
621 

—  to  Bonneval  b3'^  the  Col 
du  Carro,  583,  623 

—  to  the  Val  Grande  by 
the  Col  della  Crocetta, 
582,  624 

CERi:ZE,  COL  DE,  67O 

CERNTOBBIO,  459 
Hotels:  Regina  d’lnghil- 
terra,  a  large  and  com¬ 
fortable  hotel,  admirable 
situation,  close  to  lake. 
It  is  very  good  and  pleas¬ 
ant  winter  quarters,  and 
is  connected  by  a  bridge 
with  Villa  d’Este,  for 
some  time  the  residence 
of  Queen  Caroline,  now 
also  an  hotel  (omnibus 
goes  to  the  Como  stat.) ; 
II.  Brunati,  high  up, 
funicular  rly.  (trains 
eveiy  %  hr.). 

Cerru  Chalets,  583 
Cervin,  Mont  (Matter¬ 
horn),  491,  497 

—  Petit,  503 

Cf:SANNE,  642 

Croce  Bianca,  tolerable. 
Ceutrones,  618 
Cevins,  617 
Cevio,  443 

Ristorante  del  Basodino 
(Maestrelli). 

CEZANNE,  Refuge,  639 
Chabas  (Vaudois  Church), 

651 

Chaberton,  Mont,  642 
CHABLE,  538 

II.  (I  P.  du  Gie.troz,  by 
the  bridge,  very  clean, 
good,  and  cheap,  but  car¬ 
riages  hard  to  get.  M. 
Nicolier,  the  landlord,  is 
very  obliging. 
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C  HABLE — contd. 

Guide :  Justin  Ressari, 
recommended. 

—  to  Riddes  by  the  Col 
d’Etablons  or  de  Yer- 
bier, 538 

Challant,  Val,  487,  522 
Challes,  599 

Etablissement  des  Bains; 
H.  du  Chateau  de  Challes; 
France,  and  others. 
Chalp,  La,  654 
Chambave,,323 
CHAMBERY,  598.  Ca¬ 
thedral,  598.  Castle, 
598.  Library,  598.  Ex¬ 
cursions,  598 
Hotels  :  II.  de  France, 
good  and  reasonable  ;  II. 
des  Princes ;  H.  de  la  Posts 
et  de  la  Metropole ;  H.  de 
la  Paix,  opp.  stat.,  with 
Restaurant  serving  as 
Buffet. 

—  to  Turin  by  the  Mont 
Cenis,  605 

—  to  Lanslebourg,  by  the 
Col  d’Iseran,  616 

*  to  Lyons  by  Les 
Echelles,  or  Aiguebel- 
lette,  603,  604 
Chambeyron,  Aiguieee  de, 
667 

—  Brec  de,  667 
Chambre,  La,  *to  Baths  op 

Allevard,  or  to  Bourg 
d’Oisans  by  the  Col  du 
Glandon,  or  to  St.  Jean 
d’Arves  by  the  Col  de  la 
Croix  de  Fer,  606  ;  Col 
de  la,  627 

CHAMONIX,  548,  614. 
Excursions,  549.  Pierre 
Pointue,  550.  Monten- 
vers,  550.  Jardin,  551. 
Fl^gere,  553.  Prevent, 

552.  Source  of  the  Ar- 
veyron,  553,  Chapeau, 

553.  Buet,  554.  Mont 
Blanc,  551 

Hotels  ;  First  class  : 
Londres  et  Angleterre  (60 
beds) ;  Imperial  ;  Royal 
and  De  Saussure  (85  beds), 
with  Palais  de  Cristal  as 
dependance ;  Mont  Blanc 
(60  beds),  frequented  by 
French  climbers  ;  Belle¬ 
vue,  new ;  France  and 
Union  (140  beds);  Alpes 


CHAMONIX— cowfd. 

(120  beds),  all  good ;  Cout- 
tet  ( 140  beds),  just  outside 
village,  comfortable,  fre¬ 
quented  by  English  and 
Swiss  climbers.  Second 
class: — Beausite  (80 beds) 
(Sylvain  Couttet) ;  Poste 
(40  beds) ;  Suisse ;  Croix 
Blanche  (36  beds) ;  Paix 
(30  beds) ;  and  France. 

Casino  :  (formerly  the 
H.  de  I’Union)  a  cafe 
chantant. 

Guides  and  Mules  : 
The  entire  code  of 
I’egulations  relating  to 
Guides  at  Chamonix 
was  repealed  in  1892. 
Properly  qualified  men 
will  receive  licences  from 
the  authorities  to  exer¬ 
cise  the  profession  of 
guide  in  Upper  Savoy  : 
but  travellers  have  now 
perfect  freedom  of  choice 
in  the  selection  of  a 
guide  at  Chamonix,  and 
can  bring  foreign  guides 
to  the  valley. 

The  Chamonix  men 
were  the  first  in  the  Alps 
to  learn  and  practise  ice- 
craft,  and  this  for  many 
years  gave  them  a  de¬ 
served  reputation.  They 
may  claim  to  have  been 
the  inventors  of  the  art 
of  mountaineering.  But 
of  late  years  some  sad 
accidents,  and  many  less 
conspicuous  instances  of 
incapacity,  misconduct, 
and  greed  of  gain  on  the 
part  of  its  members,  have 
lowered  the  reputation  of 
the  Chamonix  guides. 
The  following  guides  are 
selected  from  the  list  as 
among  the  best,  and  are 
placed  in  alphabetical 
order  : — Cwpelm,  Edouard 
and  Auguste  ;  Devouas- 
sond,  Fran9ois  J.,  knows 
most  parts  of  the  Alps 
and  N.  Italy  (but 
now  old)  and  his 
brothers  Henri  and 
Michel ;  Folli(iuet,lAiGho\-,  ; 
PaTjot,  Michel  (i) ;  Payot,  I 


CHAMONIX  -contd. 
Michel  (2),  Pr4d4ric.  and 
Alphonse,  brothers ;  Sa- 
vioz,  Michel ;  Simond, 
Fran9ois ;  Tournier,  Alex¬ 
andre  ;  Tairraz,  Tobie. 

The  Excursions  are 
divided  into  Courses  Or- 
dinaires  and  Extraordi- 
naires,  for  all  of  which 
there  are  charges  fixed 
by  the  tariff',  which  the 
traveller  can  obtain  at 
the  bureau.  For  ascent 
of  Mont  Blanc,  100  fr.  ; 
Grands  Mulcts  and  back 
in  one  day,  20  fr.  (10  fr. 
more  if  night  is  spent 
there) ;  Col  du  G^ant  to 
Courmayeur,  50  fr.  ;  Jar- 
din,  14  fr.  ;  Buet,  15  fr. 
(in  one  day)  20,  (in  2 
days)  10  fr.  ;  oi’dinary 
day’s  walk  10  fr. ;  Plan  de 
I’Aiguille,  10  fr.  ;  by  Cha¬ 
peau  -to  Montenvers,  q 
fr.  ;  to  Planpraz,  the 
Prevent,  and  FUgere,  10 
fr.  ;  Flegere  only,  7  fr.  ; 
Bossons  gl.,  6  fr. 

Eng.  Ch.  (C.C.C.S.): 
Neat  building,  holding 
250  persons,  outside  vilL, 
on  road  to  Montenvers. 

— *  to  Geneva,  544 

—  to  Courmayeur  by  the 
Col  du  Bonhomme  and 
Col  de  la  Seigne,  557  ; 
by  the  Col  du  Geant, 
566  ;  by  the  Col  de 
Miage,  565  ;  by  the  Cols 
de  Talefre  or  de  Triolet, 
566,  567 

—  to  Orsieres,  563 

—  to  Martigny  by  Tete 
Noire,  562  ;  by  Finhaut 
and  Salvan,  563  ;  *by 
the  Col  de  Balme,  564 

—  to  Sixt  by  the  Col  du 
Prevent  and  Col  d’An- 
terne,  571 

—  to  Zermatt  by  the 
‘  High  Level  Rte.,’  557 

Chamousset,  606 

Champagny,  627 

champ:6ry,  573 

Hotels  :  II.  (f  P.  de  la 
Dent  du  Midi  (130  beds),  a 
good  house,  pension  6  to 
8^  fr,,  baths  in  building 
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CHAMPERY— cower?, 
opposite;  Croix  Federale ; 
P.  du  Nord;  Alpes;  P. 
Berra;  Champery. 

Eng.  Ch.  (C.C.C.S.). 

Tariff  for  Guides  :  In 
hotels  a  list  of  44  ex¬ 
cursions,  with  prices  and 
times,  from  the  latter  of 
which  one-fifth  may  be 
deducted. 

Carriages  :  i  -  horse 
carr.  to  the  rly.  at  Mon- 
they^  10  fr.,  in  1%  hr. 
down,  3  X  hrs.  up  ;  Bex^ 
13  fr.  ;  St.  Triphon  Stat., 
i2fr.  ;  to  l/o?’r7ms  by  Trois 
Torrents,  14  fr.,  24  fr.  if 
excursion  prolonged  to 
Abondance  (Ete.  145),  and 
36  fr.  to  Evian  by  valley 
of  Dranse  d’Abondance. 

Diligence :  To  3Ion- 
they,  daily  at  7.45  a.m. 

— *  to  SixT  and  Samoens 
by  the  Col  de  Coux  and 
Col  de  la  Golese,  572 
— *  to  SixT  by  the  Col  de 
Sagerou,  570 

—  to  Morgins  and  Abon¬ 
dance  by  the  Fortes  du 
Soleil,  574 

CHAMPEX,  LAKE 

OF,  532,  563 

Hotels :  H.  du  Lac, 
well  situated  ;  H.  du 
Glacier,  new  ;  H.  Crettet 
and  II.  Biselx,  rather 
primitive;  all  very  cheap, 
pension  4  fr.  a  day,  fre¬ 
quented  by  Swiss  visitors. 
Telegraph. 

Eng.  Ch.  S.  (S.P.G.) : 
at  H.  Biselx. 

Champlas,  643 

II.  National,  rough. 

CHA.MPORCHER,  522,  580 

Cantine  du  Coq. 

CilAMPSEC,  538 
CiiANFORANS  (Scene  of  the 
first  Vaudois  Synod), 
650 

Chanrion,  516,  541 
CuANTAL,  Mere,  grave,  600 
Chantemerle,  636 
Chantre,  Table  au,  554 
Chapeau  at  Chamonix,  553 
Chapelle  d’Abondance, 
La,  575 

Croix. 


Chapelle,  La,  en  Val  Gau- 
DEMAK,  638.  H.  du  Mont 
Olan{Ches  Gueydan),  fair 
mountain  quarters. 
CHAPIEUX,  560 

Hotels  :  II.  du  Soleil, 
best  and  clean,  but  very 
homely ;  II.  des  Voya- 
geurs,  wretched. 

—  to  Bourg  St.  Maurice, 
560 

ClIAPT,  COL  DE,  529 
Charbonel,  623 
Charbonniere  Castle,  606 

—  COL  DE,  584 

Chardon,  col  du,  640 
ClIARDONNET,  623  ;  COL  DU, 

567 

Charforon,  Cima  di,  584 
CiiARMAix,  N.D.  DU,  sanc¬ 
tuary,  607 

Charmettes,  les  ;  resi¬ 
dence  of  Rousseau,  598 
Charmoz,  Aiguille  des, 

549,  551,  554^ 

Charriere,  Tete  de,  634 
Chartreuse,  Grande,  596, 
603 

—  DE  Pesio,  672 

—  DE  St.  Hugon,  605 

—  DU  Eeposoir,  545 
Charvensod,  525 
ChARVIN,  MONT,  592 
Chasseforet,  dome  de,  628 
Chat,  dent  du,  597.  Pass 

of  Mont  du,  597 
Chateau  Dauphin.  See 
Casteldelfi  NO. 

—  DES  Dames,  504 

—  Garnier,  665 

—  Quart,  523 

—  Queykas,  653,  668 

II.  desVoyageu7‘s(Ve\yvQ 
Bou6),  good  ;  II.  Puy-Cot, 
fair. 

ClIATEL,  575 

—  d’Argent,  526 
Chatelar,  castle  of,  526 
Chatelard,  548 
CUATELARD, 562 

Hotel  Suisse. 
Chatelard,  6oi,  6o6 

II.  de  I’Harmonie  (Vivi- 
and),  best ;  IT.  de  la  Poste. 

CHATILLONT,  488,  504, 
522 

II.  de  Londres,  good. 

— *  to  Zermatt  by  the  St. 
Theodule  pass,  502,  505 

—  to  Gressoney',  486 


CnATiLLON,  545 
Chatillon  Castle,  595,  596 
Chaumont.  See  Chiomonte. 
Chavanis,  chalets  of,  579 

ClIAVANNES,  COL  DE,  560, 

590  ^ 

Chaviere,  col  de,  608, 
628 

CHAZShCHE,  COL  DE,  578 
Checruit,  col  de,  528,  561 
Chedde,  546 
Chenalette,  536 
Chene,  545 

Chermontane,  540,  541 
- -  COL  DE,  516 

Cheserey,  col  de,  575 
CilETIF,  MONT,  528 
Cheval  Blanc,  569 
—  Per  a,  569 

ClIEVKES,  PAS  DE,  516 
Chevriere,  Roche,  628 
Chiaffredo,  passo  di  San, 
660 

Chialamberto,  624 

Alb.  dell’ Albero  Fiorita, 
fair. 

Chiapili,  583 
Chiasso,  450 

Chiavenna  to  CoLico  and 
Como,  454 
CniNDRiEux,  595 
Chiomonte,  610 
CiiiusA,  San  Michele 

DELLA,  549,  614 

Chiusella,  val,  520 
ChIVASSO  JUNCT.  STAT.,  52t) 
ChRISTOMET,  CROIX  DE. 
592 

CHRISTOPHE,  ST., 

634 

Chez  Pieo're  Ttirc  :  Chez 
Aixtoine  Turc,  both  pool'. 
Telegraph. 

Guides :  Gaspard  and 
his  sons,  best;  Joseph 
Turc,  Christophe  Jio- 
deron. 

ClAMARELLA,  623,  625 

Cima  di  Jazzi,  469,  495 
CiMES  Blanches  pass,  488, 
5t>5 

CiMETTA,  437 

Ciona,  453 

CiRIEGIA,  COL  DELLA,  670 

Cirque  d’Annibal,  590 

CiVENNA,  458 

CiviASCo,  464,  465 
Clair,  Pont  St.,  594 
Clairee,  col  de,  615 
Claix,  Pont  de,  632 
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Cl.APIER,  COL,  DE,  6ll,  615  ; 

MONT,  671,  673 
Cl. A  PIER  PE  FoDAN,  583 
{’l.AUX,  LES,  638 
Cl.  A  VANS,  635 

Chez  Aubert,  fair  (at 
the  upper  hamlet). 

<'!r.oT  EN  Valgaudemar,  le, 
638 

Small  Inn  (fair)  opened 
in  i8q7  at  the  hamlet  of 
he  Plaine. 

Cr.oT  Chatel,  montagne 
PE,  640 

Cl.ou,  COL  DU,  587,  619 
Cr.USANFE,  COL  DE,  564 
(^LUSAZ,  LA,  394 

CLUSES,  \345 

Hotels  :  H.  de  la  Gave; 
H.  Revnz  ;  National  ; 
Union. 

—  to  SixT,  571 

(^OOERA,  VAL,  455 

C0GNE,577.  Ironmines, 
577.  Ascents  from,  577. 
PassestoValSavaranche 
and  Val  d’Orco,  578 

Hotel  :  II.  de  la  Gri- 
vola,  fair,  patronized  by 
English  climbers  for  the 
last  30  years. 

Guides  :  fair  for  ex¬ 
peditions  of  moderate 
difficulty.  The  Cur6  Cha- 
tu.onin  is  well  acquainted 
with  country. 

Tariff  fair — 30  fr.  for 
Grivola  and  Grand  St. 
Pierre ;  60  fr.  (high)  for 
the  Grand  Paradis ;  12  fr. 
for  Tersiva  ;  35  fr.  for  Col 
de  Grand  Crou ;  6fr.  to 
(j  lacier  de  Trajo. 

—  to  Fort  Bard  by  Val 
Champorcher,  589 

— to  Aosta  over  the 
Becca  di  Nona,  525,  or 
hv  the  Col  du  Drinc, 

—  to  Ponte  in  Val  d’Orco 
by  the  Col  della  Nouva, 
570  ;  by  the  Fenetre  de 
Cliamporcher  and  Col 
della  Reale,  580 

(<01SE,  606 

COLICO,  455 

Hotels  :  All’  Isola 
Hello,  and  Angelo 4)0111 
on  Piazza  Garibaldi,  poor 
and  not  clean. 


COLICO — contd. 

Railway  to  Lecco  now 
open. 

CoLLERIN,  COL  DE,  623,  625 
COLLON,  MONT,  514,  515 

-  COL  DE,  517,  520 

COLLONEY,  POINTE  DU,  571 
COLMA,  COL  DE,  464 

COLMARS,  665 

Hotels  :  H.  de  France 
{Maurel).,  good  ;  H.  Roux. 
COLOMB,  PaSSO  di,  67I 
COLONNAZ,  571 
COLONNE  DE  JoUX,  59O 
CoLOURET,  Grand,  583 
CoMAciNA,  Isola,  458 
COMBAL,  LAC  DE,  529,  560 

Combe  de  Gavet,  632 

—  DE  Malaval,  635 

—  DE  Savoie,  592 
COMBETTA,  POINTE  DE  LA, 

484,  487 

CoMBiN,  Grand,  539,  540 
-  DE  CoKBASSliCRE,  540 

—  Petit,  540 
CoMBLOux,  591 

CoMBOE,  525.  Permission 
should  be  procured  be¬ 
forehand  to  occupy  the 
hut  fitted  up  by  M.  Car¬ 
rel. 

COMO,  459.  Cathedral, 
459.  Statue  of  Volta, 
459.  Lake  of,  455 
Hotels  :  Foitu,  good  ; 
Nktroyole  and  Suisse.,  well 
spoken  of;  Cavour;  Italia; 

(Marinoni).  The 
omnibus  from  the  big 
Hotel  at  Cernobbio  awaits 
travellers  at  the  Como 
station. 

— *  to  Lugano  and  Bel- 
LiNzoNA  by  the  Monte 
Ceneri,  447 

— *  to  Baveno  by  Lugano 
and  Luino,  450 
CoMOLOGNO,  443,  446 
Inn. 

CONFLANS,  592,  617 

CONTTAMIINES,  558 
Hotels :  IL  de  I  ’  Union ; 
H.  du  Bonhomme — both 
fair,  accommodation  best 
on  road. 

Contra,  437 
CooLiDGE,  PIC,  640 
CoRBASSlkuE  GLACIER,  538, 

539.  540 

CORMET,  COL  DU,  593 


Cornier,  Grand,  510 

-  COL  DU,  510 

Coronas,  col,  578 

CoRTLis  Chalet,  483 

CoKZONEKA,  580 

Osteria  del  Stambecco. 

Cos,  LAC  DU,  606 

COSSILLA,  485 

Hydrop.  Kstabl. 

CosTE  Rouge,  col  de  la, 

639 

CoTTiAN  Alps,  426 

COURMAYEUR 
(BATHS),  527 

Hotels :  IT.  Royal  {Ber- 
tolini’s),  best,  very  good 
and  comfortable,  but 
dear  ;  Angelo,  also  good  ; 
Union  ;  IT.  du  Mont  Blanc, 
at  hamlet  of  La  Saxe, 
lu-  beyond  Courma- 
yeur,  good  and  finely 
situated,  cheaper ;  Ftab- 
lissement  hydro-therapi- 
que,  recommended.  All 
take  visitors  en  pension. 

Eng.  Ch.  S.(C.C.C.S.): 
in  the  Vaudois  Ch. 

Diligence  :  Coup6  to 
Aosta,  6  fr. 

Carriages  :  i- horse 
carr.  to  Aosta,  15  fr. 

Guides  :  Divided  into 
glacier  guides,  muleteers, 
and  porters.  For  first 
traveller  has  free  choice  ; 
muleteers  take  turn  on 
list.  Laurent  Proment, 
Alexis  Berthod  (dit  le 
Fran9ais)  are  recom¬ 
mended  as  glacier  guides. 
Tariff  Tot  guides(back  fare 
included)  :  Crammont, 
8  fr.  ;  Mont  Chetif,  6  fr.  ; 
Mont  de  la  Saxe,  6  fr.  ; 
Gl.  de  la  Brenva,  4  fr.  ; 
Jardin  de  Miage,  6  fr.  ; 
Col  de  Ch^cruit,  5  fr.  (by 
Lac  de  Combal,  6  fr.) ; 
Grandes  Jorasses,  70  fr.  ; 
Col  du  G4ant  and  back, 
15  fr. ;  Chanioiii.x,  by  Cols 
de  la  Seigneand  du  Bon¬ 
homme,  in  2  days,  20  fr.; 
in  3  days,  30  fr.  ;  by  Col 
du  G^ant,  50  fr.  ;  by  Col 
de  Miage,  50  fr.  ;  by  Mont 
Blanc,  UK) fr.  each  guide; 
Martigny,  by  Col  Ferret, 
20  fr. 
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COURMAYEUR— cW. 
— *  to  Turin  by  the  Val 
d’Aosta,  520 

— •*  toOiisihKES  and  Mar- 
TiGNY  by  Col  Ferret,  542 
— *  to  the  Great  St.  Ber¬ 
nard  by  ’  the  Col  de 
Fenetre,  544  ;  *by  the 
Col  Serena  or  Col  de  St. 
Remy,  544 ;  by  the  Cols 
de  Sapin,  d’Artereva,  de 
Bellecombe  and  de  St. 
R6my,  529 

— *  to  Chamonix  by  the 
All^e  Blanche  and  Cols 
de  la  Seigno,  du  Bon- 
homme,  and  de  Voza, 
557 ;  by  Cols  de  la 
Seigne,  dn  Mont  Tondn, 
and  de  Voza,  558  ;  by 
(’ol  du  G6ant,  566  ;  by 
Col  de  Miage,  565 
— ■  to  Bourg  St.  M  aurioe  by 
Little  St.  Bernard,  588 

CoURNli^RE,  COE  DE  VAL,  504, 
505, 518 

COURNOUR,  PUNTA,  646,  65 1 
COUVERCEE,  551 
COUX,  COE  DE,  573 
Couz  watereaIjE,  596 
Cram  MONT,  527 
Ckavate  of  the  Matter¬ 
horn,  499 

Cravegoia  haths,  446 
Cre.monis  jugum,  528 
CrET,  COE  DU,  538 
Cretaz,  577 

Crete  Seiche,  coe  de,  517 
Criner  Pass,  443 
GRIS  SOLO,  656 

Hotels  :  A/.h.  (Tel 

(iallo  (Pilatone)  ;  Alb. 
della  (Jonma  (Bessone) 
— fairly  kept. 

Guides — several  com- 
ptdont  ;  Francesco  and 
Claudio  Perofti  are  fair. 
(’ristaeeina  Pass,  445 
Cristieean,  coe  de,  667 
CriveihjA,  castle  of,  674 
Croce,  monte  deeea,  466 
Croce  Grande,  coe  deeea, 
485 

Crocetta,  col  deeea,  582 
624 

Crocione,  monte,  458 
(bioix,  COE  DE  EA,  ucar 
Abries,  653 

-  DE  CHRISTOMET,  592 

-  DES  Peleis,  569 


Croix  de  Cueet,  573 

—  DE  Fer,  563,  564,  571  ; 
COES  DE  LA,  606,  61  I 

-  DE  FeUILEETTE,  619 

-  DE  RoEETTA,  584 

—  DU  Bonhomme,  560 

—  La  Grande  (on  Mont 
Cenis),  612 

Cromwell,  Oliver,  652 
Cruet,  606 

- ,  NANT,  589 

CUCHERON,  COE  DU,  596 

Cueet,  Croix  de,  57:? 
CULOZ  STAT.i  504 
Hotels :  Jr.  Folliet^ 
civil  people  ;  It.  illcbaow, 
both  near  stat.  ;  liuffet. 

—  to  Aix-ees-Bains  and 
CirAMihHiY,  594 

CUNEO,  672 

Hotels:  Jiarra  di  Ferro 
( Postn),  good ;  II.  de 
Lofidres. 

—  to  Emrrun  by  tlie  Col 
de  I’Argontiere,  66 1 

—  to  Nice,  66() 

—  to  Nice  or  Mentone  by 
the  Col  de  Tenda,  671 

CuoRGNk,  581 

Corona  Ch’o.s.m;  Cannon 
d’Oro,  tolerable. 

Carriages  ;  i -horse 

carr.  to  Noa.sca,  16  fr. 
CiiREGEiA,  454 
Cuvio  Valley,  45,) 
CuzzAGo,  435 

D. 

Daemas  EE  Sauvage,  St., 
666 

DALMAZZO,  BORGO 
SAN,  662,  673 
Hotels:  Due  Gallrne; 
Delftno ;  Barra  di  Ferro. 
DALMAZZO,  SAN, 
DI  TENDA,  673 
Pension  :  Accommoda¬ 
tion  excellent,  8  fr.  a  day 
e  verytli  ing  included ,  s  itu- 
ation  beautiful,  neigh¬ 
bourhood  abounds  in 
Xiicturesque  scenes. 

Eng.  Ch.  S.  fS.P.G.). 

—  to  CuNEO,  or  Nice,  669 
Dames,  uean  des,  559 
DaMIANO,  SAN,  661 

Sole,  good  ;  Angelo  ; 
Croce  Bianca. 


Dard,  cascades  du,  525, 
55« 

Darentasia,  ANC.,  617.  Sup¬ 
posed  site,  626 
Daurhin,  Le,  635 

-  MONT,  654 

It.  de  la  Gare,  near 
stat.  See  Guieeestre. 

—  to  Saeuzzo  by  the  Col  de 
la  Traversette,  (154 

— *  to  PioNEROE  and  Vau- 
DOis  vaei.p:ys  by  the  Col 
de  la  Croix,  647 
Daui'hine  Alps,  426,  633, 

637 

-  INNS,  428 

Df:FAGO,  Gaeerie,  37X 

DilGIOZ,  584 

JI.  du  Grand  Paradis, 
good  and  clean  mountain 
quarters  and  civil  land¬ 
lord,  but  very  high 
prices. 

Demonte,  662 

Alb.  Garibaldi. 

Dent  Blanche,  514 

—  DE  BoNAVifXu,  573 

—  DU  Chat,  597.  Pass  of, 
5^7 

—  DU  Midi,  578 

—  Parrachee,  6ii 
Dents  Blanches,  573 
Dicrochoir,  col  du,  571 
Dervio,  456 

Desaix,  General,  grave, 
535 

Deux  Nants,  607 

—  Entre,  569,  618 
Diahee,  vae  du,  634 
Diabeons,  508,  510 
-  COE  DES,  508,  510 

DIDIER,  PRE  ST., 

(baths),  527 
Univers,  good. 
DIGNE,  665 

Hotels  :  rr.  Boyer- 
3Iistre  ;  Beni  usaf ;  II.  du 
Grand  Paris. 

—  to  Barceeonnette,  665 
Distee  chai.ets,  472 
Dobbia,  coi.  de  vae,  481 
Dogs  of  St.  Bernard,  535 
Doeent,  coe,  567 

-  GLACIER  DU  MONT,  543 

DoEEONE,  MONT,  528 
Dom  (Miscii  A  bei, Horner), 
474,  490 
Domaso,  45<> 

Dome  du  Goiter,  549,  552, 
557 
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DOMO  D’OSSOLA,  435 
Hotels  :  H.  de  la  Ville 
or  de  la  Paste,  very  good  ; 
H.  d’Espagne,  fair. 

Carr. :  i  horse  to  Pal- 
lanza,  15  fr. 

—  to  Baveno,  435 

—  to  Locarno  by  the  Val 
Vigezzo,  446 

—  to  Cannobio,  446 

—  to  Macugnaga,  467 

— *  to  Mattmark  See  by 
the  Val  Antrona,  435, 
473 

— *to  Saas  by  the  Val  Bog- 
nanco  and  the  Zwisch- 
bergeu  pass,  475  ;  *by 
the  Val  Antrona,  474 
Dongo,  456 
Donnaz,  521 

Dora  Riparia,  source,  642 
Dormillouse,  col  de,  664 
Doron,  valley  of  the, 
627 

Doves  Blanches,  pointe 
DES,  515,  516 

Dragonata  torrent,  447 
Drano,  453 

Dranse,  river  (in  Val  de 
Bagnes),  inundation, 
539  ;  d’Abondance,  574 
Dreizehntenhorn,  506 
Drinc,  col  DU,  578 
Dromadaire,  Bosses  du, 

549,  556, 557 
C'abane  Vallot. 
Dronero,  661 

Leone  d’Oro ;  and 
others. 

Dru,  Aiguille  du,  550,  551, 

557 

Dufour  spitze,  470,  496 
Duingt,  chateau,  601 
Durance  river,  its  source, 
642 

Durand,  col,  501,  502,  509 

—  GLACIER,  509,  541 
Duria,  Corno  di,  456 
Di’RNAND,  gorges  du,  531 

E. 

Eau  morte,  603 

—  Noire,  562 
Ebihorn,  502 
Ecandies,  col  des,  563 
Echelles,  les,  603 

Durand ;  St.  Jean  Bap¬ 
tiste. 


Echelles  de  Plampinet, 
COL  DES;  607,  642 
Ecrins,  col  des,  639 

—  Pointe  des,  633,  639, 
640 

Egginer,  474 
Egua,  col  d’,  467,  478 
Eien,  472 

Einfischthal  (val  d’An- 
NIVIERS),  507,  509 
Eison,  512 
Elva,  660 

—  Pelvo  d’,  659,  660 
EMBRUN,  665 

Hotels  :  II.  Thouard  ; 
H.  de  la  Paste  (Masson) ; 
H.  des  Alpes. 

— *  to  CuNEo  by  the  Col 
de  I’Argentiere,  661 
Emile  Pic,  col,  639 
Emilius,  MONT,  525,  526, 

578 

Encel,  pas  d’,  570,  573 
EnCHASTRAYES,  MONT,  664 
Enclave  de  la  fenetre, 
594 

Enclaves,  col  d’,  559 

- ROCHERS  DES,  594 

—  T:fiTE  d’,  559 
EnCOMBRES,  COL  DES,  607, 

626 

EnCULA,  CRhTE  DE  l’,  634, 

639 

Enderlin,  villa,  451 
Enfer  (or  Encel),  pas  d’, 
570,  573 

Entraigues  glen,  638 
Entraque,  671 
Angelo;  Mora. 
Entraunes,  666 
Entre-deux-Eaux,  621, 629 
Chez  Richard,  poor  and 
rough  quarters. 

—  deux-Nants,  569,  618 
Entremont,  594. 

H.  Due. 

Entr^ves,  val  d’,  527 
Epaisseur,  aig.  de  l’,  631 
Epinel,  577 
Cantine. 

Eporedia  (Ivrea),  520 
Erba,  458 
Escarene,  L’,  674 
H.  de  Paris. 

Escreins  valley,  667 
Esino,  457 

Alb.  Moncodine. 
Esseillon,  fort  de  l’,  6ii 
Etablons  (or  de  Verbier), 
COL  d’,  538 


EtAN^ONS,  VALLON  DES,  64 1 
Etienne,  St.,  666 

H.  de  France,  good. 
Etret,  Tete  de  l’,  640 
Etroubles,  537 

National  ;  Croix 

Blanche. 

EvhQUE,  l’,  515  ;  col  de  l’, 
516,  520 

Evires  ST  at.,  599 
EVOLEHA,  513.  Excur¬ 
sions,  513 

II.  de  la  Dent  Blanche 
(Spahr,  owner  of  the  new 
inn  at  Arolla),  good  and 
comfortable ;  Grand  Ho¬ 
tel  (owned  by  M.  Anzevui 
of  H.  du  Mont  Collon, 
Arolla),  opened  in  1892, 
large. 

Eng.  Ch.  S.(C.C.C.S.). 
Guides :  A.  Bovier 
Gaspoz,  Pralong,  Pierre 
Beytrison,  all  good.  Tariff 
for  guides  and  horses. 

—  to  Sion,  512 

—  to  the  Val  de  Bagnes, 

516 

—  to  Zermatt  by  the  Col 
d’H6rens,  518  ;  from 
Arolla,  514 

—  *to  St.  Luc,  51  i 

—  *to  ZiNAL,  51 1 
Exilles,  Fort,  610 
Eychauda,col  del’, 636,638 
Eyssalette,  col  de  l’,  664 

F. 

Fabricae  (Faverges),  602 

FaLLERE,  MONT,  537 

Fariolo,  466 

Leone  d'Oro,  attentive 
landlord. 

Faucigny,  chateau,  545 

FaURIO,  ROCHE,  634 

FAVEBGES,  602 

Hotels  :  Paste,  good  ; 
Geneve. 

Favre,  MONT,  591 
Fayet,  Le,  547 
Fedele,  San,  453 
FEE,  474 

Hotels:  H.  <t-  P.  du 
Dome  ;  Hotel  Bellevue  ; 
Grand  Hotel  Saas  Fee ; 
all  in  same  hands  as  the 
H.  de  la  Poste  at  Visp, 
and  the  hotel  at  Stalden, 
large  and  very  comfort- 
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PEE — contd. 
able  ;  H.  de  Saas  Fee,  also 
ffood,  cheaper  (same 
owner  as  H,  des  Alpes 
Visp).  Telegraph  and 
English  Ch.  (C.C.C.S.). 
Felikjoch,  484,  501 
Fell’s  Mont  Cenis  Rail¬ 
way,  61 1 

Fenera,  Monte,  460 
Fenestrelle,  village  and 
fort,  643 

Rosa  Rossa,  good;  Tre 
Re,  tolerable. 

The  steam  tramway 
from  Per  os  a  does  not 
exist,  though  its  time¬ 
table  appears  in  the 
official  Italian  railway 
Tndicatore. 

FeneItre,  Col  de  (Val  de 
Bagnes),542;  (near  G-reat 
St.  Bernard),  544 

—  Col  de  la  (near  Susa), 
644 

— ■  Enclave  de  la,  594 
Fenis  Castle,  488,  523 
Fer-a-cheval,  569 
FeR,  CROIX  DE,  563,  564,  571 
-  COLS  DE  LA,  606,  61 1 

PERPi^CLE,  513,  519 

H.  du  Col  d’Herens,  at 
Salay  Chalets,  small  but 
good. 

Eng.  Ch.  S.  (S.P.G.). 

Fe  RRARi ,  Gaudenzi  o,  works 
by,  438,  441,464.  At  Var- 
allo,  461.  Birthplace,  460 
Ferret,  col,  542 

Small  Inn  at  the  Swiss 
Ferret  chalets. 

—  Petit,  543 
Ferri^re,  la,  606 

H.  Ramus. 

Ferro,  Sasso  di,  439 
Fervento,  478 

Inn,  clean. 

Fedillette,  Croix  de,  619 
Fier,  gorges  du,  601 
FlkRY,  488 

H.  des  Cimes  Blanches, 
rebuilt  in  1891  and  com¬ 
fortable. 

Fipre,  640 
Figino,  450,  453 
Findelen  glacier,  491,  500 

On  the  right  bank 
Fluhalp  Inn  (footpath 
from  the  Findelen  ham¬ 
let)  ;  on  the  left  bank. 


Findelen  Glacier — 
contd. 

Griinsee  Inn  (mule  path 
from  Zermatt). 
PINHAUT,  564 

Hotels:  Grd.  H  Ter¬ 
minus  (new)andi/.dw  Per¬ 
ron  (same  owner) ;  H.  Mt. 
Fleuri,  new ;  Bel-Oiseau 
(comfortable);  Mt.  Blanc; 
Cy'oix  Federale ;  towards 
Chatelard,  Finshauts ; 
Grd.  Comhin;  Beausejour ; 
Chalet  Suisse,  all  cheap. 

Eng.  Ch.  S.  (S.P.G.)  : 
at  H.  Mt.  Fleuri. 
PIONNTAY",  538 

Hotels :  H.  d*  P.  du 
Grand  Comhin  (formerly 
Rosa  Blanche),  opened 
1890,  very  good  and 
clean,  best  stopping- 
place  in  upper  Val  de 
Bagnes.  There  is  a 
smaller  Inn  at  the  upper 
end  of  the  village,  H. 
FionneyiCarroii),  built  by 
owner  of  Mauvoisin  Inn. 
— *  to  the  Val  d’Here- 
MENCE  by  the  Col  de 
S6vreu,  538 

Fiz,  CHAINE  DES,  553,  57I-2 
FlAINE,  LAC  DE,  571 

Flegere,  552,  553 
PLUMET,  592 

Hotels  :  Cheval  Blanc; 
H.  des  Balances,  clean ; 
Mont  Blanc. 
POBELLO,  4^5)  477 
Hotels  :  H.  d’ Italic  ; 
Posta — both  fair,  good- 
sized  country  inns. 
FoGLIETTA,  CROIX  DE  LA,  619 

Follats,  les,  540 
Folly,  la,  543 
Fond  de  la  Combe,  569 
Fonds,  Vall^e  des,  570 
Small  Inn  at  the  high¬ 
est  Fonds  chalets. 
Fontaine  Bleue,  523 
—  DES  Merveilles,  596 
Fontaines  d’Ugines,  603 
H.  Carrin ;  H.  de 
Chamonix. 

Fontan,  674 

Fontana  (architect),  birth¬ 
place,  447 

Fontana  Fredda,  Punta, 

505 

Fontcouverte,  630 


Font  Sancte,  pointe  de 
LA,  667 

Forciolline,  val  delle, 
659,  660 

Forclaz,col  de  LA(near  St. 
Gervais),  546,  547,  558; 
(on  Tete  Noire  Rte.),  563 
Forcletta,  pas  de  la,  507 
Fornet,  587 

Inn,  small,  kept  by  ex- 
garde  chasse  of  King  of 
Italy,  good  centre  for  ex¬ 
ploring  neighbourhood. 
Forno,  465 

Leone  d’Oro,  clean. 
Forno-Alpi-Graie,  625 
Alh.  delle  Alpi,  disgust¬ 
ing  in  every  respect. 
Foroglio,  444 

FoRON,  MONT,  591 

—  STREAM,  545 
Fort  Bard,  521,  580 

—  BRIAN90N,  637 

—  DE  l’Esseillon,  61 1 

—  Fenestrelle,  643 
Fort  Fuentes,  455 

—  Little  St.  Bernard, 

590 

—  Mont  Dauphin,  654 

—  DE  Tournoux,  663,  666 
Forum  Claudii  (Aime.  in 

the  Tarentaise),  618 
Forzo,  col  and  val  di,  579 
Fourcla,  col  de,  590 
Fours,  col  des,  560 ;  de 
Fours,  666 

Foux,  LA,  666 ;  Foux  (or 
d’Allos),  col  de,  666 
POY,  STP.,  388,  619 
Hotels  :  H.  du  Mt. 
Blanc,  fair  ;  H.  Gacon. 

— *■  to  the  Val  Grisanche 
and  Aosta  by  the  Col  du 
Mont,  586  ;  by  the  Col 
de  la  Sachere,  587 
Franchet,  rochers  de,  620 
Francis  de  Sales,  St.  See 
Sales. 

Fr^aux,  les,  lead  mines, 
^35 

Freissinieres,  val  de,  653 
Frejus,  col  and  pointe 
DE,  607 

Fremamorta,  col  de,  670 
Frene,  col  du,  606 
Freney,  Le,  630,  635 

Europe  {Chez  Reymond), 
fair. 

— *  to  St.  J ean  de  Mau- 
RiENNE  by  the  Col  des 
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FRENTEY,  LE— co«W,. 
Pres  Nouveaux  and  Col 
d’Aj^^^es,  629 

—  to  Venosc  by  tlie  Col 
de  I’Alpe,  634 
Fketes,  chaIne  des,  546 
Ekety,  MONT,  566.  2%  brs. 
above  Courmayeur.  A 
charming  object  for  an 
afternoon’s  walk. 

Pavilion  (8  beds),  rea¬ 
sonable  prices. 
Ekilijoch,  507 
Fkioland,  monte,  657 
Frudiere,  bec  de,  484 
Fdentes,  fort,  455 
Furggjoch,  504 
Furggthal,  474 
Fusio,  444 

H.  Pazio,  fair. 

Fys,  Rochers  des,  553,  571, 
572 

G. 

Gabelhorn,  499,  502 
Gabiet  See,  480 
Gaby,  484 

Albergo  dei  Colli  Vec- 
chia  e  Mologna^  opened 
in  1897. 

Galambre,  col  de,  610 
Galibier,  col  DU,  631,  636 
Break  across  from  the 
Lantaret  Hospice  to  St. 
Michel  stat.  in  6  hrs. 
(reverse  direction,  8X 
hrs.). 

Galise,  col  dela,  583,  621 

-  POINTE  DE  la,  583,  621 

Gambetta  family,  446 
Gamserjoch,  475 
Gandoliere,  Tete  de  la, 
640 

Gandria,  453 

Gardette  gold  mines,  633 
Gassenried  glacier,  476 
Gastaldi,  punta,  659 
Gavet,  combe  de,  632 
Geant,  aiguille  DU,  557, 
566 

-  COL  DU,  529,  566 

Gebroulaz,  col  de,  627 
GeLAS,  CiMA  DEI,  6/0,  671 
GeLE,  MONT,  517,  542 
Gemshorn,  481 
GENEROSO, 
MONTE,  448 
II.-P.  Monte  Generoso, 
Dr.  Pasta’s,  large,  ex¬ 
cellent,  moderate,  built 


GENEROSO, 
MONTE — contd. 

1865-6,  open  from  May 
to  Oct.,  nearly  4000  ft. 
above  sea.  S.  exposure. 
Telegraph. 

Engl.Ch.S.(C.C.C.S.). 

On  the  summit  of  M. 
Generoso  is  a  large  and 
good  Restaurant,  while  a 
large  new  Hotel  (over  100 
beds)  was  opened  there 
in  1892. 

Geneva  to  Chamonix,  544 
— *  to  SiXT,  568 

—  to  Annecy  and  Aix-les- 
Bains,  599 

GeN^VRE,  BOURG  MONT,  642 

Chez  Balcet,  poor. 

—  MT.,  pass,  614,  641 
Gentilino,  453 
Germain,  St.,  591 

I7i7i,  very  poor. 

—  castle, 522 
Germanasca,  val,  646 
German  colonies  in  Italy, 

435,  443,  469,  471,  472, 
482 

—  in  Savoy,  562,  569 
Germano,  San,  646 

Oiirs,  clean. 

Gers,  lac  de,  569 

GERVAIS,  ST.,  547. 

Baths,  547 

Hotels  :  Etahlissenmit 
Thermal,  pension  and 
bath  exclusive  of  wdne, 
ia-15  fr.  a  day,  in  narrow 
ravine,  swept  away  in 
1892  ;  but  now  rebuilt 
lower  down,  10  min.  from 
Le  Fayet.  In  the  village 
are  :  H.  dii  Mo7it  Joly, 
pension  8-10  fr.  a  day, 
excellent ;  H.  du  Mont 
Bla7ic,  also  good  ;  II.  des 
Et7'a7ige7's  (formerly  Voya- 
geurs),  excellent  cooking 
and  beds,  open  all  year 
round  ;  H.  Larnois,  com¬ 
fortable  ;  Ge7itve ;  Vue 
des  Glaciers;  Panoramas, 
and  manv  pensions. 

Eng.c'h.  S.  (C.C.C.S.): 
at  H.  du  Mont  Joly. 

—  to  Chamonix  by  the 
Cols  de  Voza,  and  de  la 
Forclaz,  547 

—  ascent  ofMt.  Blanc,  557 
GeSSENS,  PHARE  DE,  596 


Gets,  les,  568,  574 
Ghigo,  652.  See  Prali. 
TheWaldensian  pastor 
i;eceives  strangers. 
Giacomo,  Passo  di  San, 445 
Gianavello,  the  Vaudois 
chief,  birthplace,  649 
Giandola,  674 

H.  des  Etrangers,  a 
good  mountain  Inn. 
Gietroz  (GhTRoz),  gla¬ 
cier,  516, 538 
-  COL  DE,  516 

Giettaz,  la,  594 

H.  du  Col  des  Aravis. 
small,  comfortable. 
Giffre,  Bas,  569 
Gignod,  537 
Gilly,  Dr.,  647 
Gimilian,  577 
Giomein,  above  Breuil. 

504 

II.  du  Mt.  Cervm,  good. 
See  Breuil. 

Giorio,  S.,  614 
Giovanni,  San,  486 ;  (Lu- 
serna),  647 

Girard,  col  de,  623,  625 
Girottaz,  lac  de  la,  594 
Gittana,  457 
GiTTEj  VAL  DE  LA,  593 

Giulia,  villa,  458 
Glacier,  Blanc,  col  du. 
6351  639 

GuAcikRES  (ice-caves),  602 
Glaciers,  Aiguille  des, 
560 

Glandon,  col  du,  606 
Gletscher  alp,  474 
Goille  a  Vassu,  533 

GoiTREUX,  ViLLARD,  628 

Gold-mines,  468,  479,  480, 
483,  633 

Goleon,  aig.  du,  635  ;  col 
DU,  631,  635 

Golese,  col  de  la,  573 
Goletta,  col  de  la,  585 
Golette  de  l’Oulaz,  571 
Gordola,  436,  445 
Gorges  du  Fier,  601 
Gorner  glacier,  492 

—  Grat,  492 

Hotel  and  Restaurant 
Belvedere,  on  the  summit. 
Gouffre  des  Bousse- 
RAILLES,  504 
Goulaz,  la,  623 
Gouter,  Dome  du,  549,552. 
557 

—  Aiguille  du,  5495552,557 
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Guaian  Alps,  426 
Ghana,  val,  66j 
Grand  Bkc,  627,  628 

—  Colouhj:t,  583 

—  CoMHiN,  539,  540 

—  Crou,  col  de,  579 

—  Paradis,  531,  578,  584 

—  Plateau  of  Mont 
Blanc,  556 

—  Rjivard,  596 

—  Rurren,  660,  667 
Grande  Casse,  629 

—  Croix,  la,  612 

—  Mo'ri'E,  621,  629 

—  VAL,  624 
Grands,  col  des,  563 

—  Mulets,  556,  557 
Auherqe.^  12  fr,  a  night 

per  person. 

Granero,  monte,  653,  656 

GrANIER,  MONT,  599, 

Granta  Parei,  585 
GrAT,  St.,  COL  DE,  587, 

590 

Gratelo,  lac  de,  627 
Gratianopolis  (Grenoble), 
632 

Grauiiaupt,  483 
Grave,  Aiguille  du  Midi 
DE  LA,  635 

-  LA,  EN  OlSANS,  635 

Hotel  de/la  Meije,  (Jne/e), 
much  enlarged  (8o  beds), 
good  fare  and  beds  ;  If. 
des  Alpes.  3  brs.  above  is 
the  Chalet  Hotel  Chancel 
or  de  la  Jjaiize.  Guides: 
Glacier  guides  with  tariff. 
The  best  are  iHraud- 
Lezin.,  L.  Fanre.,  J.  Ma- 
thon.^  Emile  i’/c,  and 
Jules  liouillet. 
Gravedona,  456 

Alb.  GravedorM.!  fair. 
Gravellona  Toce,  436 
Gremp;nz,  509,  51 1,  512 
H.  des  Bees  de  Jiosson. 
Grenairon,  col  du,  562, 
57f> 

GRENOBLE  (popula¬ 
tion  60,439,  Dec.  31, 
1891),  632 

Hotels :  Jf.  Monnet, 
on  the  Place  Grenette, 
recommended,  electric 
light,  best  ;  Grand  H. 
Primat.^  just  off  the  Place 
Grenette,  new  and  large, 
electric  light  both  have 
excellent  Restaurants : 


GRENOBLE  — contd. 

H.  de  V Amjleterre,  in  the 
new  quarter  ;  Trois  Dau¬ 
phins.,  commercial  house, 
well  spoken  ot,  lately 
refitted  ;  Jl.  de  l’Furo])e, 
on  Place  Grenette. 

Eng.  Ch.  S.  (S.P.G.). 
Booksellers  :  Falque 
and  Perrin,  Place  Victor 
Hugo,  si)eciality  of  Al- 
I)ino  and  artistic  books  ; 
Gratier,  Grande  Rue, 
keeps  all  works  of  local 
interest  and  good  pho- 
tograi)hs  ;  X.  Brevet  ; 
Baratier. 

Tramway  and  Dili¬ 
gences  :  By  new  steam 
tramway  in  2%  hrs.  to 
Bourg  d^Oisans.  From 
Bourg  d’Oisans  to  Jiri- 
an^.on  takes  9  hrs.  ;  char 
from  Bourg  d’Oisans  to 
Brianc^on  40  or  50  fr. 

—  to  Brian^on  by  Bourg 
d’Oisans  and  the  Col  du 
Lautarct,  631  ;  by  Gap, 
632 

—  to  Bourg  d’Oisans  by 
the  baths  of  Uriage, 
632 

GRESSONEY  (ST. 
JEAN),  481,  482 
Hotels  :  Delapierre’s, 
excellent ;  Monte  Po.sa 
{Linty’s),  good  ;  Lgs- 
kamin. 

— *  to  Alagna  by  the 
Col  d’Olen,  481  ;  ^bythe 
Col  de  Val  Dobbia,  481 

—  to  Pont  St.  Maritn  in 
the  Val  d’Aosta,  484 

—  to  CiiATiLLON  by  the 
Col  de  la  Ranzola  and 
Col  de  .Ion,  486 

—  to  the  Val  i>’Ayas  by 
the  Bettaforca,  or  the 
Betti iner  Pass,  488 

—  to  Breuil  or  Zermatt 
by  the  Cimes  Blanches, 
488 

GRESSONEY  (La  Tri- 
NITk),  481,  482 
//.  Thedg.  good  moun¬ 
tain  Inn.  20  min.  further 
down  the  valley  is  the 
new  and  first  class  Hotel 
Miravalle. 

Guksy  WATERFALL,  596 


Gukvou  (or  Criou),  mont. 
5^>9 

Grigna  (or  Moncodine),457 
Grisancue,  val,  586 

—  Eglise  de  val,  586 
Cantine  du  Col  flu  Mont. 

small  but  tolerable. 

—  to  Ste.  Foy  in  the  Val 
de  Tignes  by  the  Col  du 
Mont,  587;  by  the  Col 
de  la  Sachere,  587 

—  to  La  Thuille,  on  the 
Little  St.  Bernard,  by 
the  Cols  de  la  Loys 
Blanche  and  du  Tachuy. 
588 

—  to  Tignes  by  the  Col 
de  Bassac  D6r6,  587  ;  by 
the  Col  de  la  Sas.siere, 
5«7 

—  to  La  Tiiuile  de  Ste. 
Foy  by  the  Col  Vaudet. 
587,  619  ;  or  Col  du  Clou. 
587,  619 

—  to  the  Val  de  Rhemes, 
5«7 

Grivola,  Ascent  of,  577. 
5«4 

Groisy  le  Plot,  599 
Groscavallo,  625 
Inn,  good. 

Gruhen.  /See  Zmeiden. 
Grund,  Im,  473.  See  Saas. 
GukRisoN,  N.  D.  dp:  (or  du 
Bp:rrip;r),  561 
Guop:l,  493 

Guil,  vallpiy  of  the,  653, 
d57 

GUILLESTRE,  654 
Hotels :  JI.  Imbert, 
best ;  H.  Ferrary  ( Vedel). 

Diligence  twice  dail.^-, 
reaching  A  fm’e.s-  in  5  hrs. 
Guisannp:,  vallicy  of  the. 
636 

Gula, Ponte  diolla,  463,477 
Gurre,  La,  619 

H. 

Hannibal’s  passage  of  die 
Ali'S,  589,  590,  614,  041, 
661 

Hauderp:s,  513,  514 

//.  du  ilt.  Collon ;  //. 
des  Hauderes. 

Haute  Combi:,  596 
Hautp:mma  Glacier,  516, 
54  ( 

HkLENE  DES  MiLLIERES, 
Ste,,  Chateau,  616 
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Herbetet,  Peak  &  Col,  578 

HeRBRIGEN,  4QO 
H  KREFORD  ‘Use,’  6o6 
Heremence,  val  d’,  512 
Herens,  dent  d’,  504,  518 
— -  COL  d’,  501,  518 

—  VAL  d’  (Eringertlial), 
512 

Hermillon,  607 
Hinter  Eurka,  443 
Hirondelles,  col  des,  566 
HocnsTE(orDuFOUR)SpiTZE 
OF  Monte  Rosa,  470,  496 
Hohbalm,  494 
Hohes  Licht,  483,  501 
Hoiithaligrat,  493 
Hohwang  glacier,  502 
Homme,  col  de  l’,  606 
Hopital,  l’,  592,  617 
Hornli,  493 
Hornlinen,  475 
HOTELS,  Italian,  428  ; 
In  Savoy  and  Dauphin4, 
428 

Houches,  les,  548,  558 
H.  du  Glacier^  small. 
Hugh  op  Lincoln,  St., 
birthplace,  605 
Hugon,  Chartreuse  de 
St.,  605 

I. 

Ice-caves  (glacieres),  602 
Ignes,  cascade  des,  514 
Illgraben,  508 
Illhorn,  508 
Illiez,  VAL  d’,  574 
H.  de  Mon-Repos. 
Illsee,  508 

Imseng,  Herr  J.  J.,  Cur6 
of  Saas,  474 

Internet,  col  de  l’,  630, 635 

—  Mont,  637 

- GORGE  OF,  634 

Infernetto,  passo  dell’, 
O4O,  651 
Ingria,  580 

Intelvi,  VAL,  459.  See 
Lanzo. 

INTRA,  439 

Hotels  :  Vitello  d’Oro 
and  Leone  d’Oro,  now 
united. 

Intragna,  437,  446 

Bustallo’s. 

Intrasca,  VAL,  439 

Good  Inn  at  Premeno. 
Introbbio,  457,  460 
tolerable. 

Invergnan,  bec  d’,  586 


Inverna  wind,  438 

IsELLA*  to  Saas  by  the 
Zwischbergen  pass,  475 

ISERAN,  COL  d’,  622 

—  Mont,  622 

IS£3RE,  VAL  D%  621 

Hotels;  H.  il/ores,  just 
outside  vill.,  clean,  com¬ 
fortable, moderate  i)rioes, 
excellent  place  for  stay, 
best  headquarters  in 
Tarentaise ;  Chez  Bonne- 
vie,  poor. 

Guides :  The  3Ian- 
gards  fair  local  guides. 

—  to  Bonneval  by  the  Col 
d’Iseran,  622 

—  to  Ceresole  by  the  Col 
de  la  Galise,  583,  621 

—  to  the  Val  Grisanche, 
or  Val  de  Rhymes,  by 
the  Col  de  la  Goletta, 
585,  620 

—  to  Val  Peisey,  620 

—  to  Thermignon  by  the 
Col  de  la  Leisse,  620 

IsoLA,  666 

H.  Combe. 

ISOLA  BELLA,  440 

Hotels  :  Delfino,  very 
fair  ;  Vapore. 

—  Cannero,  438 

■ —  Comacina,  458 

—  Di  San  Giulio,  464 

—  Madre,  441 

—  DEI  Pescatori,  441 

IsoLiNA  DI  San  Giovanni, 

441 

ISSIME,  484 

H.  3Iont  Nery  (Dela- 
pierre  of  Gressony), 
opened  in  1897. 

IsSOGNE,  CASTLE,  522 

Italian  Colony  in  Swit¬ 
zerland,  471,  472 

IVREA,  485,  520 

Hotels ;  Scudo  di 
Francia,  good  cuisine, 
moderate  charges  ;  Uni- 
verso  ;  Corona  d’  Italia. 

- to  COURMAYEUR,  52O 

IZOUARD  (or  d'HyZOAR), 
COL  d’,  653 

J. 

Jandri,  634 

Janzo,  481 

Alhergo  Alpino^  small 
and  clean. 


jARDiN(at  Chamonix),  551 
^ —  DE  Miage,  530 
Jazzi,  Cima  di,  469,  495 
Jean  d’Arves,  St.,  630 
Chez  Grand,  at  La  Tour, 
rough,  but  improving. 

—  to  La  Grave,  by  the 
Col  de  I’Infernet,  630 

Jean  de  Maurienne,  St., 
607 

H.  de  la  Gare,  well 
spoken  of ;  Europe ;  St. 
Georges. 

— *  to  Chamb^ry,  605 
— *  to  Turin  by  the  Mont 
Cenis  pass,  605 

—  to  MohTiERs  by  the  Col 
de  la  Platiere,  607 

—  to  Bourq  d’Oisans  by 
the  Col  d’Arves  and 
Col  des  Pr6s  Nouveaux, 
630 

Jean  de  Sixt,  St.,  594 
Jeoire,  St.,  568 

Couronne  ;  Alpes. 
Joanne,  pointe,  659 
JoDERHORN,  47O,  472 
JoLY,  MONT,  558,  592 
- COL  DU,  558 

Jon  (or  Joux),  col  de,  487, 
522 

JoRASSEs,  Gran  DES,  530,  551 
JoRAT,  COL  DU,  564 
JoRio,  PASSO  Sant’,  456 
JoUPLANE,  COL  DE,  575 
Jouvet,  Mont,  617 
Inn. 

Joux,  COLONNE  DE, 590 
JovET,  Chalet  du  Mont, 
559 

—  Pass,  522  ;  Plan,  559 

JULIEN,  COL,  652 

Jung  Pass,  506 

JuNGEN,  CHAPEL  OF,  490,506 

K. 

Kalpktran,  489 

L. 

Lac  HAT,  MONT,  557 

Laghetto,  Passo  del,  445 
Lamone,  447 
Lancebrancelette,  59C> 
Lanslebourg,  61 1,  624 
H.  Alexandre  Valloire, 
fair. 

—  to  Susa  and  Turin  by 
the  Mont  Cenis,  61 1  ;by 
the  Little  Mont  Cenis 
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LANTSLEBOURG— 

contd. 

pass  and  Col  de  Clapier, 
614 

— *  to  Bonneval,  and 
Bouro  St.  Maurice  by 
the  Col  d’Iseran,  622 
— *  to  Tignes  by  the  Col 
de  la  Leisse,  620 ;  by  the 
Col  de  la  Rocheure,  620 
Lans  le  Villard,  624 

- GLACIER  DU  MONT  DE,  6^4 

LANTTOSQUE,  670 
Hotels  :  H.  Andreani ; 
H.  des  Mrangers,  good ; 
JI.  Carenco ;  H.  des  Alpes 
Marithnes. 

LANTOSQUE,  ST. 
MARTIH,  670 
Hotels :  H.  Anglo- 
Ame^'icain,  well  kept,  ex¬ 
cellent  food ;  H.  des 
Alpes,  fair  ;  H.  Bellevue  ; 
H.  de  Londres ;  Pension 
Baiherti  ;  P.  Ayraudi. 
Eng.  Ch.  s'.  (S.P.G.). 
Guides  :  Competent 
for  excursions  in  the 
neighbourhood. 

Diligences  :  Daily  or 
nightly  to  La  Vesubie 
rly.  stat.  in  3^^  hrs. 
LANZO,  624 

Alb.  della  Posta,  fair. 

—  D’INTELVI,  450, 
453,  459 

Hotels :  H.  Belvedere, 
comfortable ;  Paraviso, 
fair  accommodation  ; 
Cafe  Central,  when  the 
two  hotels  are  full. 

Eng.  Ch.  S.  (S.P.G.) : 
at  H.  Belvedere. 
Laquinhorn,  475  ' 

Laquinjocii,  475 
Larche,  663 

Chez  Robert;  Chez  Pi- 
noncely. 

Larius,  Lacus  (Lake  op 
Como),  455 
Latelhorn,  435,  475 
Latte,  Fiume,  457 
Lauis,  451 

Laurent  du  Pont,  St.,  603 
Terminus  ;  Europe  ; 
Princes. 

Lautaret,  col  de  (valley 
of  the  Ubate),  660,  667 

—  COL  DU  (near  Brian- 
90D),  636.  Hospice,  very 

[^Switz.  II.]  V.  1900. 


LAUTARET — contd. 
much  improved  lately. 
New  Inn,  100  rooms 
(Swiss  chalet  style) 
opposite,  kept  by  same 
people.  Break  in  6  hrs. 
to  St.  Michel  over  the 
Col  du  Galibier  (8% 
in  the  reverse  direc¬ 
tion).  A  new  road  is  to 
be  constructed  direct 
from  the  Galibier  to 
the  Hospice  past  the 
Mandette  huts. 

Lauze,  col  de  la,  634,  635 
Between  the  Col  and 
La  Grave,  the  little 
mountain  inn,  called 
Refuge  Evariste  Chancel. 
Lauzet,  le,  664 
H.  Dou. 

Lauzon,  col  du,  578,  584 
LAVENO,  439,  450 

Hotels  :  Posta,  good, 
best ;  II  Moro. 
Lavertezzo,  445 
Inn,  poor. 

Lavina,  punta,  578 
Lavizzara,  val,  444 
Lazzoney,  col  de,  486 
LECCO,  459 

Hotels  :  Croce  di 
Malta,  dear ;  Corona  d' 
Italia,  fair  ;  Due  Torri  ; 
Leone  d’Oro. 

Railway  from  here  to 
Colico  open. 

Steamers  :  3  daily 

from  CoHco,  4  from  Como. 
To  Bellagio,  i  hr. 
Leciiaud,  col  de,  554,  570 
Legnone,  ascent  of,  456 
Leisse,  col  de  la,  620 
LfiMENC,  598 
Lenno,  458 
Lesa,  441 

Lesciiaux,  col  de,  566  ; 

GLACIER  DE,  55 1 

Levanna,  582,  583,  623,  625 
Levens,  671 

H.  National;  Etrangers. 
Leviona  Chalets,  578 
Liappey,  312 
LID  DES,  532 

Hotels  :  H.  dti  Grand 
St.  Bernard  at  N.  end  of 
village,  new  and  looks 
very  nice  ;  Beaiisejotir  ; 
Union,  fair  ;  Angleterre, 
poor. 


LIlVtOlNE,  673 

Hotels :  Posta;  Europa. 

Liverogne,  527,  586 

Cantine  du  Col  du  Mont. 

LOCAHA,  581,  624 

Hotels;  CoronaGrossa; 
Tre  Pernici,  tolerable. 
LOCARNTO,  436 

Hotels  :  Grand  II. 
Locarno,  a  large  and 
excellent  house,  prices 
high;  Corona,  by  the 
lake,  very  good  and  com¬ 
fortable,  less  expensive 
and  quieter  than  its 
rival ;  II.  du  Parc ;  11. 
Belv&d^re;  Alhergo  Sviz- 
zero,  good,  clean,  and 
cheap,  Italian  cooking ; 
P.  Reber:  P.  Beau-Rivage : 
P.  Villa  Muralto. 

Eng.  Ch.  S.(C.C.C.S.): 
at  the  Grand  H.  Lo¬ 
carno. 

Steamers  :  Excellent 
steamers  on  the  Lago 
Maggiore  run  between 
Locarno  and  Arona  in 
5^  hrs.,  calling  at  the 
principal  villages  ;  one 
through  service  only 
daily,  but  several  to 
Luino  {i]4,  hr.)  and 
Stresa  hrs.),  and 

from  Luino  to  Arona  (3  % 
hrs.).  Good  restaurant 
on  board.  Large  parties 
may  engage  of  the 
Steamboat  Comiiany 
small  private  steamers 
for  excursions  on  the 
lake. 

Row-boats  :  May  be 
hired  at  any  of  the  jiorts 
on  the  lake.  N.B. — Ask 
for  the  tariff,  or  bargain 
beforehand  with  the 
boatmen. 

Diligence :  To  Big- 
nasco,  thrice  daily,  in 
3>^  hrs. 

—  to  Airolo,  442 

—  to  Tosa  falls,  444 

—  to  Faido,  445 

— *  to  Domo  d’Ossola  by 
the  Val  Vigezzo,  446 

— *  to  Belli nzona,  436 

Loccie,  col  delle,  470, 480 

Loco,  446 

Posta,  fair. 
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Loonan,  567 

Pavilion  (4  beds),  rea¬ 
sonable  prices. 

Lomhakd,  coli,  635 
Lona,  pas  de,  51 1,  512 
Longebougne,  hermitage, 
512 

LoNGET,  COE  DE,  6(X),  667 

Losetfa,  cima  di,  659 
Losone,  437 
Loup,  Plan  du,  629 
Loukousa,  colle  di,  671 
Louktiek,  538 
Small  Inyi. 

Louze,  col  de  la,  593, 
617 

Lovagny,  602 

Loys  Blanche,  col  de  la, 

588 

Lozetta.  See  LosErrA. 
LUC,  ST.,  508 

Hotels  :  H.  de  la  Bella 
Tola,  good,  moderate, 
landlord  civil  and  ex¬ 
perienced  guide  ;  Mo)it 
Cervin,  new.  Eng.  Ch. 
S.  (C.C.C.S.)  at  H.  de  la 
Bella  Tola.  H.  TPcw.'?- 
horn,  7546  ft.,  new,  very 
well  spoken  of,  1 14.  hr. 
above  St.  Luc.  Eng. 
Ch.  S.  (S.P.G.)  at  H. 
Weisshorn. 

— *  to  SiEKRE,  508 

to  SusTEN  by  the  111- 
graben,  508 

—  to  Evolena  by  the  Col 
de  Torrent,  51 1  ;  by  the 
Pas  de  Lona,  512  ;  by  the 
Col  de  Briionna,  512  ; 
by  the  Col  de  Moiry, 
512 

-  to  ZiNAL,  509 

— ■  to  Gruben,  507 
Luca,  colle  di,  660 
LUGANO,  451.  Cathe¬ 
dral,  451.  Excursions, 
452.  Lake,  454 
Hotels  :  H.  du  Parc, 
pleasantly  situated  in 
large  garden,  with  3  de¬ 
tached  villas — Beaus6- 
jour,  Ceresio,  Belvedere, 
— a  large  and  excellent 
establishment;  but  prices 
high  ;  II.  Splendide,  very 
good,’  on  lake,  and  out¬ 
side  town  ;  II.  Reich- 
mann,  also  on  lake, 
German ;  H.  Mhropule 


LU  GAN  O — contd. 
and  Lugano,  on  quay,  well 
spoken  of;  II.  Bellevue; 
II.  de  V Europe  ;  P.  Erica  ; 
P.  Paskay  ;  II.  Capolago. 
In  a  narrow  street  in 
town  is  the  Schweizerhof; 
higher  up,  IT.  National, 
new.  The  II  .Washington, 
near  the  stat.  in  a  splen¬ 
did  position.  At  the  sta¬ 
tion  are  II.  St.  Gotthard, 
and  H.  Beatiregard,  fre¬ 
quented  by  Germans. 

Pensions  :  The  P. 
Beaurivage  on  the  lake 
has  new  buildings  and 
an  excellent  position ; 
and  there  are  many 
other  pensions. 

Enquiry  Office  : 

E.  Schmid,  via  Ponte 
Tresa,  44 

Eng.  Ch.  S.  (S.P.G.)  : 
at  the  Hotel  du  Parc. 

Post  Office  :  Beside 
the  Cantonal  College. 

Theatre  :  Beside  the 
Cantonal  College. 

Bank  :  The  Bank  of 
Italian  Switzerland  (for¬ 
merly  the  H.  Bellevue)  is 
near  Cantonal  College. 

Steamers  :  To  Por- 
lezza,  five  times  a  day  in 
summer,  twice  in  winter, 
in  I  hr.  or  rather  more, 
on  the  way  to  Lago  di 
Como,  Menaggio,  Bel- 
lagio,  and  Cadenabbia  ; 
and  to  Ponte  Tresa,  call¬ 
ing  at  Porto  Ceresio  for 
Varese  (omnibus,  10  m.). 

Railways  :  To  Bellin- 
zona  and  Como  (Rte. 
34  a).  The  rly.  stat.  is 
high  above  the  town, 
funicular  rly.  thence  to 
the  Boat  pier.  A  funicu¬ 
lar  rly.  runs  to  the  top  of 
Monte  Salvatore. 

Boats  :  On  the  lake, 
with  I  boatman,  2  fr. 
the  hour ;  with  2,  3  fr. 
Without  a  man,  i  %  fr. 
To  Porlezza,with  i  rower 
7  fr.,  with  2  rowers, 
12  fr. 

Carriages  :  A  drive 
round  Monte  Salvatore 


LU  GAN  O — contd. 
by  Figino,  Morcote,  and 
Melide,  2)4  hrs.,  2-horse 
carr.,  ii  fr. 

— *  to  Bellinzona  by  the 
Monte  Ceneri,  447 

—  to  Menaggio  and 
Como,  454 

—  to  Luino,  450 
— *  to  Baveno,  450 
Luggarus,  436 

Luini,  Bernardino,  paint¬ 
er,  birthplace,  450. 
Pictures  by,  451 
LUINO,  438,  450 

Hotels  :  H.  Simplon 
and  Terminus,  clean  and 
good  ;  Vittoria ;  Posta, 
fair  ;  La  Beccaccia,  fair. 

Carriages  :  2-horse 
carr.  to  Lugano  20  fr., 
i-horse  carr.  to  Ponte 
Tresa  and  Lugano  12  fr. 

Steam  Tramway;  To 
Ponte  Tresa,  ^  hr. 

—  to  Lugano  and  the 
Lake  of  Como,  450 

Luissas,  col  del,  O52, 

657 

Luseney,  bec  and  col  de, 
518 

Luserna,  648 
Alb.  BelvMire. 

—  S.  Giovanni,  647 
Lusiera,  passo  di,  971 
Lyons  to  ChambAry,  603 
Lys  glacier,  482,  501 

—  JocH,  481,  484,  500 

-  VAL  DE,  482,  487 

Lyskamm,  497 


M. 

Macot  lead-mines,  618 
MACUGNAGA,  408. 

Excursion,  469 
Hotels  :  3Ionte  Rosa, 
kept  by  Franz  Loch  mat¬ 
ter,  moderate  mountain 
inn ;  Monte  Moro,  by 
Giovanni  Oberto,  said  to 
be  the  best ;  Belvk.dkrt, 
smaller  than  the  others. 
Good  mountain  iJins. 
and  much  frequented. 

Eng.  Ch.  S.  (S.P.G.) : 
at  H.  Monte  Rosa. 

Guides  :  The  best  for 
difficult  excursions  are 
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MACUGNAGA— cowM. 
Giov.  Oherto^  Kaspar 
Burgener^  and  Clemenz 
Imseng. 

—  to  Gressoney,  479 

—  to  Saas  and  Vise  by 
the  Monte  Moro  pass, 
471 

—  *  to  the  Eiffel  by  the 
New  Weissthor  pass, 
476,  500 

—  to  Alagna  by  the  Col 
delle  Loccie,  470  ;  by  the 
Turlo  pass,  479 

— *  to  Varallo,  478 
— *  to  Domo  d’Ossola  by 
the  Val  Anzasca,  466 
Madeleine,  col  de  la,  607 
Madonna,  colle  della, 
662 

Magadino,  436 
Magdeleine,  La,  624 
Maggia,  443 

H.  de  la  Paste. 

—  Val,  443 

-  BoCCHE'n'A  DI  VAL, 

445 

Maggiore,  lago,  438 

—  to  Arona,  436 
Magland,  546 

Magno,  San,  Sanctuary, 
661 

Maira  (or  Mera)  river, 
454 

—  VAL,  454,  660 
MaISON  DU  Roi,  654 
Maisons  Blanches,  col 

DES,  532,  539 

Maistre,  Comte  Xavier 
DE,  birthplace  of,  598  ; 
his  Tour  du  Lepreux.^ 

524 

Malaure,  col  de,  652 
Malaval,  Combe  de,  635 
Malciaussia  chalets,  626 
Malesco,  446 
Leone  d’Oro. 
Maljasset,  667 

Chez  Jean  Ollivier.i  fair 
mountain  quarters. 
Mallet,  mont,  551 
Mamette,  San,  453 
Mandello,  459 
Maneille,  645 
MaNIGLIA,  645  ;  DENTS  DE, 

667 

Manuel,  Ant.,  663 
Marais  chalets,  620 
Marcel,  St.,  523,  617 

—  pas  de  St.,  578 


Marcellaz,  602 
Margozzolo.  See  Monte 
Mottarone. 

Maria  Maggiore,  Santa, 
446 

Croce  di  3Ialta^  clean 
bedrooms  and  good 
fare. 

Maritime  Alps,  426, 
Marlioz,  596 
Maroggia,  447 
Marone,  Pizzo,  439 
Mars,  mont,  485 
MARTIGNY,  531,,  563 

Hotels  :  Clerc,  first 
rate,  but  dear ;  Mont 
Blanc.,  good,  electric 
light  ;  Grand  St. Bernard, 
fair,  Aigle  (recently  en¬ 
larged),  moderate,  and 
Oare,  all  at  stat.  (Ete.  56); 
H.  National,  opp,  P.  O; 

Eng.  Ch.  S. :  at  H. 
Clerc. 

Carriages :  Bureau, 
oppos.  H.  Clerc.  One 
horse  : —  to  Chamonix, 

30  fr.  (i  or  2  persons), 
40  fr.  (3  persons)  ;  to 
Tete  Noire,  20  fr.  (i  or 
2  persons),  25  fr.  (3 
persons) ;  to  Great  St. 
Bernard,  30  fr. ;  to 
OrsUres  or  Chahle,  10  fr. 
— *  to  Chamonix  by  the 
Tete  Noire  pass,  562  ;  by 
Salvan  and  Finhaut, 
563  ;  by  the  Col  de 
Balme,  564 

—  to  Aosta  by  the  Great 
St.  Bernard,  531 

—  to  Aosta  by  the  Val  de 
Bagnes  and  Col  de 
Fenetre,  537 

—  to  Courmayeur  by  the 
Col  Ferret,  542  ;  by  the 
Col  de  Fenetre,  544  ;  by 
the  Col  de  Serena, 

544 

Martin  Lantosque,  St. 
See  Lantosque,  St.  Mar¬ 
tin. 

Martin,  St.,  546 

Inn,  poor. 

—  to  Chamonix,  546 

—  to  SixT,  546 
-  VALLEY  OP,  644 

—  Pont  St.  See  Pont. 
Martino,  San,  458.  Chapel 

of,  452 


Mary,  Pointe  de,  667 

—  Pointe  haute  de,  667 
Massagno,  454 
Massucone,  monte,  466 
Mastallone,  val,  477 
Matterhorn  (Mont  Cer- 

vin),  491,  497,  499.  First 
ascent,  498 

Mattmark  See,  472,  473 
Inn,  tolerable. 

— *  to  Macugnaga  by  the 
Monte  Moro  pass,  471 

—  to  the  Eiffel  by  the 
New  Weiss  Thor  pass, 
476,  500 ;  by  the  Adler 
pass,  476  ;  by  the  Allalin 
pass,  476 

—  to  Saas  and  Visp,  473 
Matto,  monte,  669 
MAURICE  BOURG, 

ST.,  591,  618 
Hotel  ;  E.  Mayet  or  des 
Voyageurs,  improved, 
good  food. 

Carriages  :  To  Cotir- 
mayeur,  2-horse  carr.  80 
fr.  Courier  in  3)4  hrs. 
to  Moutiers. 

— *  to  Albertville  and 
CHAMBf;RY,  616 

— to  Courmayeur  by  tlie 
Little  St.  Bernard,  588 
— *  to  Aosta  by  the  Val 
Grisanche  and  Col  du 
Mont,  586 

—  to  Lanslebourg  by  the 
Val  de  Tignes  and  Col 
dTseran,  ,617 

— *  to  Chapieux  by  Val  de 
Bellaval,  560,  591 

—  to  CoNTAMiNES  by  the 
Col  du  Bonhomme,  559 

— *  to  St.  Maxime  de 
Beaufort,  593 
Maurienne,  the,  606 

—  St.  Jean  de,  607.  See 
Jean  de  M.,  St. 

Maurin,  667.  See  Maljas¬ 
set. 

-  COL  DE,  660,  667 

MAUVOISIN,  538 

II.duGlacier  de  Gietroz, 
a  solitary  house,  lately 
enlarged,  though  even 
now  having  only  15  beds, 
clean  but  poor.  Guides 
and  a  reasonable  tariff. 
— *  to  Arolla  by  the  Col 
de  Seilon  and  Pas  de 
Chfevres,  516 ;  *by  the 
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M  AUVOI  SIN— conifZ. 
Col  de  Cliermontane, 
516 

—  to  St.  Pierre  on  the 
Great  St.  Bernard,  by 
the  Col  des  Maisons 
Blanches,  539 ;  hy  the 
Col  dn  Sonadon,  541 

—  to  Aosta  by  the  Col  de 
Fenetre,  542 

— *  to  Martigny,  539 

MaYE,  ThTE  DE  LA,  64O 
Mayt,  col  la,  646 
Mazdres,  589 
Meana,  610 

Meanmartik,  Pointe  de, 
621 

Medeghino,  456 
Medici,  Giovanni,  his 
stronghold,  456 
Megeve,  591 

Soleil  d’Or,  excellent 
country  inn,  pension  6  fr. 
ISIeidassa,  monte,  653, 
656 

Meije,  635,  640.  Breche 
de  la,  635,  640 
Meina,  col  de,  512 
Meironnes,  663 
Melan,  568 
Melide,  447,  451,  453 
Melzi,  villa,  458 

MENAGGIO,  454,  457 
Hotels  :  Grand  Hotel 
Victoria  (90  bedrooms), 
verygood,and  not  dearer 
than  usual ;  Hotel  Menag- 
qioijo  bedrooms);  Corona. 

Eng.  Ch.  S.  (S.P.G.) : 
at  Grand  Hotel  Vic¬ 
toria. 

English  Doctor  :  see 
under  Cadenabbia. 

— *  to  Lugano  and  Bel- 
LiNzoNA  hy  the  Monte 
Ceneri,  447,  450 
— *  to  Baveno  by  Lugano 
and  Luino,  450 

—  to  Como  by  the  lake, 
457 

—  to  CoLico  hy  the  lake, 
456 

Mendrisio,  447 

H.  Mendrisio.,  comfort¬ 
able.  10  min.  by  rail 
from  Capolago  stat.  of 
M.  Generoso  railway. 
]\Ienthon-les-Bains,  601 
Etahli.ssement  Thermal 
with  Kestaurant ;  H. 


MENTHON-LES- 
B  AIN  S — contd. 
de  la  Vtie  du  Lac.,  and 
two  Restaurants  besides. 
Villas  may  he  hired. 

—  Chateau,  601 
Mentone,  674 
Meolans,  664 

—  to  Embrun,  664 

Mer  de  Glace  at  Cha¬ 
monix,  550 

Mera  (or  Maira),  val,  454 
Meraviglie  lakes,  673 
Mercurago,  442 
Merdaret,  col  du,  606 
Mergoscia,  445 
Mergozzo,  lago  di,  435 
Meridienne  waterfall, 

569 

Merlet,  col  du,  606 
Mermillion,  printer,  626 
Mettelhorn,  494 

—  Unter,  494 
Mezzola,  lago  di,  454 
Miage,  glacier  and  col 

529,  530,  560,  565 

Miazzina,  439 
Inn,  fair. 

Michel,  St.,  607 
A  Ipes  du  Galibier, 
whence  starts  the  break 
over  the  Col  du  Galibier 
in  8^  hrs.  (6  hrs.  re¬ 
verse  direction)  to  the 
Lautaret  Hospice ;  Union, 
fair  but  dirty ;  Gare. 

— *  to  Chambery,  605 

—  to  Turin  by  the  Mont 
Cenis  pass,  607 

—  to  the  Lautaret  road 
by  Valloire,  630 

— *to  Moijtiers  Taren- 
TAisE  by  the  Col  des 
Encombres,  626 
Michel  de  la  Cluse,  St., 
549,  614 

Midi,  Aiguille  du,  549,  557 

—  DE  LA  Grave,  Aig.  du, 

635 

-  DENT  DU,  573 

Mieussy,  568 
Miggiandone,  435 
MILAN,  441 

Hotels  :  H.  Cavour  ; 
Grd.  H.  de  Milan  ;  H.  de 
la  Ville ;  H.  Continental, 
— all  first  class. 

Eng.  Ch.  S.  (C.C.C. 
S.)  :  at  8,  Via  Andegari. 
Millon,  Crete  de,  510 


Mine,  mont,  511,  513 

- GLACIER  DU  MONT,  519 

Miolans  castle,  606 
Mirabouc,  fort,  652 
Mirantin,  593 
Mischabelhorner,  472,474, 

490,  495 

- JOCH,  476 

Mittaghorn,  473,  474 
Mizoen,  630 

Moanda,  Bocchetta,  478, 
480 

MODANE,  607 

Hotel  :  H.  Interna¬ 
tional,  opp.  stat.,  good ; 
Buffet,  good. 

- *  to  ClIAMSkRY,  605 

—  to  Turin  by  railway, 
608 ;  by  the  Mont 
Cenis  pass,  61 1 

—  to  Lanslebourg,  611 

—  to  Bardonneche  by  the 
Col  de  Fr6jus,  607  ;  by 
the  Col  de  la  Eoue,6o7  ; 
by  the  Col  de  la  Saume, 
607 

— *  to  Pralognan  by  the 
Col  de  Chaviere,  608, 
628  ;  *by  the  Col  d’Aus- 
sois  (Rosoire),  608,  628 
Moede,  572 

Moine,  aiguille  du,  551 
Moiry,  col  de,  512 

-  VAL  DE,  509,  51 1 

Molaretto,  612 
Mollia,  466 
Fair  Inn. 

Mollieres,  vallon  de,  670 
Mologna,  colli,  486 
Moltrasio,  459 
Mojp;NG,  PEAK,  495,  499. 

GLACIER,  509.  PASS,  5O2, 

510 

Monbego,  673 
Moncodine,  457 
Mondelli,  passo,  468,  472 
Mondrone,  village  and 
LLa,  625 

Alb.  delV  Uja  di  Mon- 
drone,  poor. 

Monestier,  baths  of,  636 
Europe  {Izoard),  fairly 
good  and  cheap  ;  Voya- 
geurs. 

Money,  col  de,  579 
Monsieur,  Plan  de,  607 
MONT  BLANC,  552 

—  Ascent  by  Jacques  Bah 
mat,  555  ;  by  De  Saus- 
sure,  555 
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MONT  BLANC— confrf- 

—  Ascent  from  Cha¬ 

monix,  555  ;  from  St. 
Gervais,  557  ;  from 

Courmayeur,  530 

—  Tour  of,  558 

—  DU  Tacul,  530,  551 

MONT  CENIS  PASS, 

610.  Hospice,  612.  Fell 
rly.,  61 1.  Tunnel,  608 

—  Little,  614 

Mont,  beg  and  col  du,  587 
Mont  Dauphin,  654 

H.  de  la  Gave,  at  stat. 

—  to  Saluzzo  by  the  Col 
de  la  Traversette,  654 

— *  to  PiGNEROL  and 

Vaudois  valleys  by 
the  Col  de  la  Croix,  647 
Mont  Genevrk  pass,  614, 
641  ;  Bourg,  642 
CTies  Balcet,  poor. 

Mont  Jolt,  558,  592 

—  COL  DU,  558 

Monta,  La,  653 
Mont  ALTO  Castle,  521 
MONTE  ROSA,  469, 
470,  496  ;  tour  of,  502 
Montee  du  Fond,  col  de 
LA,  627 

MONTENVERS,  550 

Hotel  (60  beds),  very 
comfortable.  Telegraph. 
Montesinaro,  486 
Montets  (or  Montees), 
LEs,  546 

—  Aig.  des  Grands,  552 

—  Col  des,  562 

Monte  Viso,  654,  655,  656, 
658,  659 

MONTHEY,  574 

Hotels  :  Croix  d’Or  ; 
Cerf  Rouge.  See  Part  I. 
Monthieu,  col  de,  571 
Montjoie,  val  de,  558 
Montmajeur  Castle,  586 
MONTMELIAN, 
JUNCT.  STAT.,  605 
Hotel  :  H.  de  la  Gave  ; 
Buffet. 

MoNTROTTIER, CHATEAU,  6oi 

Morcote,  451,  453 

P.  and  Restaurant 
Morcote. 

Morge,  544 
Morgex,  526 
Morghen,  468,  472,  473 
Morgins,  574 

Grd.  Hotel  des  Bains 
and  du  Geant;  H.  <£•  P.  du 


Chalet;  H.  de  Morgins; 
H.  de  la  Foret. 

Mornex,  Chateau  de,  545 
Mornex-Monnetier,  599. 
See  Part  I. 

Moro,  monte,  pass,  472, 
473  ;  Pizzo  del,  478 
MoRT,  MONT,  534,  536 
Morzine,  575 
H.  des  Alpes. 

MO  TT ARO  NE , 

M  O  N  T  E,  463 
Inn.,  near  the  top  (4675 
ft.),  built  by  Guglielmina 
of  Alagna,  excellent, 
moderate  prices,  very 
civil  people. 

Motte,  Grande,  621,  629 
Mottets,  chalets  of,  560 
Inn  (2  houses  under 
one  roof),  clean  but 
rough  (25  beds). 
Moucherotte,  632 
Moud,  col  de,  478,  480 
Mouleina,  col  de,  533 
Mountet,  509,  510 
Mourin,  Le,  532,  537 
MOIl'TIERS  TAREN- 
TAISE,  617 
Hotels  :  H.  Vizioz 
{Couronne).,  good  but  not 
always  easy  to  get  car¬ 
riages  ;  H.  des  Courriers 
{Bertoli).,  fair — both  on 
the  Square  ;  H.  du  Parc. 

Railway :  To  Albert¬ 
ville. 

Omnibus  :  To  Bourg 
St.  Mauilce.,  in  5  hrs. 

— *  to  St.  Jean  de  Mau- 
RiENNE  by  the  Col  de  la 
Platiere,  607 

— ■  to  St.  Michel  by  the 
Col  des  Encombres,  626 

—  to  Modane  by  the  Col 
de  Chaviere,  628 ;  by 
the  Col  d’Aussois,  628 

—  to  Lanslebourg  by  Col 
de  la  Vanoise,  626 

—  to  Tignes  by  the  Col  du 
Palet,  620,  627 

—  to  Val  Peisey,  627 
Muande,  col  de  la,  634 
Muffe,  669 

Muggio,  val,  449 
Mulets,  Grands,  555 

Auherge.,  12  fr.  a  night 
per  person. 

—  Petits,  556 

Mulo,  col  del,  660,  661 


Mussa  huts,  625 
Musso,  456  ;  castle,  456 
Alb.  dei  Medici.,  com¬ 
fortable. 

Muzzano,  lago,  451 
Myans,  Abimes  de,  605 


N. 

Nana,  col  de,  488,  505 
Nant,  Bon,  waterfall,  547 

—  Borrant,  559 

Inn,  12  beds,  good 
cooking. 

—  d’Arpenaz  waterfall, 
546 

—  d’Ant  waterfall,  569 
Nant  Cruet,  619 
Nants,  Deux,  607 

—  —  Entre,  618 

Naressa  Alp,  625 
Naret  lake  and  pass,  444 
Nase,  483 
Naters,  435 

Neff,  FfiLix,  653,  668., 

Pays  de,  653 
Neiron,  543 
Nera,  punta,  577 
Nesso,  459 
Neubrucke,  489 

NeUVA  GLACIER,  543 

Nevache,  val  de,  642 
Nevi  de  la  Rossa,  col  de's, 
537 

Nice,  674 

NIKLAUS,  ST.  (in  the 
Vispthal),  489 
Hotels  :  Grand  H.  St. 
Nicolas,  large  and  com¬ 
fortable  ;  H.  Lochmatter, 
at  upp.  end  of  vill., 
smaller. 

Guides  :  First  -  rate 
glacier  guides,  but  in 
summer  at  Zermatt. 

— *  to  Visp,  489 

—  to  Zermatt,  489 

—  to  Gruben  by  the  Augst- 

bord  pass,  505  '  _ 

—  to  St.  Luc  in  Val  d’An- 
niviers,  505 

Niouc,  509 

Nivolet  chalets,  584 

—  Col  de  la  Croix  de, 

584 

—  Dent  du,  599 
Noasca,  582 

Hotel  Royal,  a  depen 
dance  of  the  Grand  Hote 
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Hoasca — contd. 
at  Ceresole.  i -horse 
carriage  to  Cuorgne,  i6 
fr. ;  mule  to  Ceresole,  6  fr. 
Noaschetta  watekfall, 
582 

Noir,  lac,  559 

—  Roc,  509 

Noire  Aiguille,  La,  566 
Noire,  col  la,  668 
Nomenon,  Grand,  526 
Nona,  becca  di,  525 
Nordend  op  Monte  Rosa, 
470,  496 

Nouv'a,  col  della,  579 
NoVAIiESA,  613 
Noverscii,  482 
Nudo,  Monte,  439 
Nits,  523 

O. 

OiuuMUM  (La  Bathie),  617 
Ofenthal,  473 
Oggebbio,  438 
OisANS,  Bourg  d’.  See 
Bourg  d’Oisans. 

Olen,  col  d’,  481 
Olgia,  446 
Olle,  Combe  d’,  633 
Ollomont,  542 
Olocciiia,  val,  478 
Omegna,  463,  466 

Alb.  della  Croce  Bianca.! 
well  situated  on  the  lake, 
very  fair. 

—  to  Varallo  by  the  Val 
Strona  and  the  Colle 
di  Campello,  465 ;  by 
Monte  Massucone,  466 

Oncino,  658 
Ondezana,  578 
Ongero,  Madonna  d’,  453 
Onsernone,  val,  445 
Orasso,  446 

Orchetta,  col  d’,  465,  478 
Orco,  val  d’,  581 
Oren,  col  d’,  518,  542 
Oria,  453 

Origlio,  lago  d’,  454 
Ormelune,  586,  587,  619 
Ornavasso,  435 
H.  d’ Italic. 

Oknon,  col  d’,  630,  633 
Orny,  Club  hut,  532 
Oropa,  sanctuary,  485 
ORSlilRES,  532,  542 
n.  des  Alpes,  bad. 

—  to  CouRMAYKUR  by  the 
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Col  Ferret,  542 ;  by  the 
Col  de  Fenetre,  544  ;  by 
the  Col  de  Serena,  544 
— *  to  Chamonix  by  the  Col 
du  Tour,  567  ;  *by  the 
Lac  de  Cbampex  and 
Tete  Noire,  532,  563 

—  to  Aosta  by  the  Great 
St.  Bernard,  531 

— *  to  Mauvoisin  by  the 
Val  de  Bagnes,  538 
Orso,  Buco  del,  459 
ORTA,  463 

Hotels  :  Alb.  San 
Giulio,  homely ;  Leone 
d’Oro ;  Garibaldi^  at  the 
stat.  ;  on  the  hill  of  the 
Sacro  Monte  is  the  good 
Alb.  Belvedere,  with  a 
pretty  garden.  The  tiny 
steamer  no  longer  plies 
on  the  lake.  Carriage 
with  one  horse  to  (15  m.) 
Borgo  Sesia  rly.  stat., 
20  fr. 

—  Lago  d’,  436,  439,  463 

—  Monte  Sacro  d’,  464 

—  to  Varallo,  464 
Ortiga,  colle  dell’,  661, 

662 

OssoLA,  VAL  d’,  445.  See 
Domo,  and  Villa. 
OsTENO,  453 

Grand  Hotel  ;  Alb.  del 
Vapore.,  bad. 

Otanes,  col  dpts,  539 
OuLAz,  Golet'te  de  l’, 

571 

OULX,  609,  643 

H.  den  A  Ipes  CotUennes, 
fair  ;  H.  dtc  Lum  d’Or. 

OuRSINE,  MoNTAGNE  d’, 

639 

OvARDA,  Torre  d’,  625 
Oyace,  517 
Oyen,  St.,  537 


P. 

Paesana,  658 

Alb.  del  Gallo;  Bosa 
Bossa. 

Pagarin,  passo  del,  671 
Pagnona,  457 

Pain  de  Sucre  (Mont 
Chetif),  528,  537  ;  (near 
Castoldelfino),  659 


Palet,  col  du,  620,  627 
PALLANZA,  435,  439 
Hotels:  Grand  H.  de 
Pallanza  (250  beds),  good. 
Grand  H.  Eden.,  good, 
best  situated  ;  H.  Metro- 
pole  and  Poste ;  and 
several  others. 

Eng.  Ch.  S.(C.C.C.S.): 
at  Grand  Hotel. 

Pambio,  453 

Panosseyke,  col  de,  540 
Paradis,  Grand,  531,  578, 
5«4 

Parei,  Gkanta,  585,  621 
Paris,  plateau  de,  635 
PaRMELAN,  MONT,  6oi 
Paroird,  lac  du,  668 
Pakrachee,  Dent,  61 1 
PaSSALACQUA,  villa,  45Q 

Passet,  Gros,  645 
Passy  to  Sixt  by  La  Por- 
tettaz,  571 
Pasta,  villa,  459 
Paul  sur  Ubaye,  St.,  66 
666 

H.  Hellion,  good. 
Pauvrpts,  col  des,  540 
Pazzalino,  453 
Pazzallo,  452 
Peccia,  444 
Small  Inn. 

Peccoz,  Baron,  482 
Peclet,  aig.  de,  627 
Pedona,  662 

Peisey,  Aig.  du  Midi  de, 
619,  628 

-  SILVER  LEAD  MINES,  6l8 

H.  Collin. 

—  to  Champagny  in  Val  de 
Pr^mou  and  Moiitiers 
Tarentaise,  619,  627 

—  to  Ste.  Foy,  618 

— *  to  Tignes  by  the  Col 
de  la  Sachette,  620 
Pelaou  Blanc,  621 
Pel  AT,  MONT,  665 
P^TLERINS  GLACIER,  552 
PfTLISSIER,  PONT,  546 

Pella,  464 

Alb.  del  Pence. 

Pellice,  val,  647,  651 
Pellico,  Silvio  :  birth¬ 
place,  658 

Pelouse,  pointe  de,  569, 

570 

Pelvat,  T^te  de,  667 
PeLVOUX,  MONT,  638 

P<:;riade8,  les,  551 
Pkrledo,  457 
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PEROSA  ARGEN¬ 
TINA,  644 
Hotels  :  n.  National, 
j^ood  ;  Alb.  del  Sole,  com¬ 
fortable. 

P^:ro0SE,  644 

Pekrero.  6'ee  Perrier,  Le. 
PERR.XER,  LE,  644 
Hotels  :  Caccia  Reale, 
fair ;  Rosa  Rossa. 

Perroc,  dent,  514,  516 
Perron,  Le,  562 
Pesio,  certosa  of,  672 
Pkstarena,  468 

H.  des  Alpes,  toler¬ 
able  ;  Alb.  delle  Miniere, 
simple. 

Peteret,  Aiguille  Noire 
530,  561 

—  Aig.  Blanche  de,  530, 
561 

Petit  Cceur,  617 
Petriolo  huts,  469 
Phare  de  Gessens,  596 
Piano  di  Fiorenza,  656 

-  DEL  RE,  656 

Albergo  Alpino,  rather 
rough,  but  civil  people 
and  fine  situation. 

—  Lago,  454 

—  Melz:6,  656 

PlANPRATO,  580 
PlANTONETTO,  VAL,  578,  58 1 
PiCCOLA,  VAL,  478 

-  COL  DELLA,  625 

Pl^;CE  GLACIER,  515 
PlEDICAVALLO,  486 

Alb.  della  Mologna,  fair. 

PlEDIMULERA,  435,  467 

Corona  Grossa  ;  Piedi- 
mulera. 

PIEDMONT,  425.  Alps, 
425,  426.  Waldensian 
valleys,  427.  Hotels, 428. 
Roads,  mules,  guides, 
429.  Books,  maps,  430. 
Skeleton  tours,  431 

PlERRASCRITTA,  COL  DI, 
624 

PIERRE  D’ALBI- 

GNY,  ST.,  606 
Hotels  :  Fontana  ; 

Fontanet ;  Buffet. 

Pierre  a  B^iranger,  552 

—  A  l’Echelle,  550 

—  A  Voir,  538,543 

-  POINTUE,  550 

Pavilion  (2  beds),  a 
dependance  of  the 
Grands  Mulets  Inn. 


PIERRE,BOURG  ST., 

532 

H.  du  Dejeuner  de  Na¬ 
poleon,  good  food  and 
low  prices,  but  dirty. 

Guide  :  'DsbXiie\  Bailey 
acts  no  longer,  but  his 
sons  know  neighbour¬ 
hood  well. 

—  Tour  du  Grand  St., 

578 

PlETRAPORZIO,  663 
PlEVI,  TrE,  456 
PIGNEROLi  (PlNEROLO), 
646 

Hotels  :  Campana  ; 
Cannon  d’Or ;  and  others. 
— *  to  Brian^on  by  the 
Col  de  Sestri^res,  643 

—  to  Mont  Dauphin  by 
the  Vaudois  valleys 
and  the  Col  de  la 
Croix,  647 

—  to  Turin,  646 

PiLATTE,  COL  DE  LA,  638 

Pile  Alp,  480 
PlNEROLO  (Pignerol),  646 
PiNTA,  COL  DE,  483 
PlN'ftcRJOCH,  483 
PlODE,  466 

-  GLACIER,  480 

PiSONI  FAMILY,  438 
PiSSE,  COL  DELLE,  480,  483 
PlZ,  COL  DU,  645 
Plampinet,  Echelles  de, 
607,  642 

Plan  de  l’ Aiguille,  549, 
552,  553 

—  DES  Dames,  559 

—  J  ovET,  559 

—  DU  Loup,  629 

—  DE  Monsieur,  607 
Planards,  col  des,  532,  537 
Planaval,  586  ;  COL  de, 

589 

Planpkaz,  552 
Inn. 

Plaret,  640 
Plat,  aig.  du,  634 
Plateau  de  paris,  635 
Plat^:,  Desert  de,  571  ; 
Chalets,  571 

PlatiI:re,  col  de  la,  607 
Platter,  Thomas,  489 
PlEUREUR,  MONT,  538,  54O 
Pleureuse  waterfall,569 
Pliniana,  villa,  459 
Pliny,  birthplace,  455 
Pliny’s  villa,  459 
Po  river,  source  of,  656 


PoiNTUE,  Pierre,  550.  See 
Pierre  Pointue. 
Pollux,  497,  501 
PoLSET,  aig.  de,  528 
POMARET,  644 
Pons,  St.,  664 
PoNT(Val  Savaranche),  584 
H.  de  la  Griuoia, opened 
in  1896,  good  and  clean. 

—  d’Ael,  376 

— DE  BEAUVOISIN, 

604 

Hotels  :  H.  de  laPoste; 
Cours ;  Commerce. 

—  ST. MAB.TIN,  484,521 
Hotels :  Cavallo  Bi¬ 
anco;  Rosa  Rossa,  clean 
and  fair. 

—  DE  Claix,  632 

—  DES  Sarrasins,  522 

—  Serrand,  590 

—  St.  Clair,  394 

PONT  CANAVESE, 

581 

Hotels:  Alb.  Valentino, 
clean  and  fair  quarters  ; 
Corona  Grossa. 

—  to  Turin,  581 

— *  to  CoGNE  and  Aosta 
by  the  Col  della  Nouva, 
579 

—  to  ViLLENEUVE  by  the 

Val  d’Orco  and  Val 
Savaranche,  581 

—  to  Val  D’IstRE  by  the 
Col  de  la  Galise,  583 

—  to  Bonneval,  in  the 
valley  of  the  Arc,  by 
the  Col  du  Carro,  583 

PONTCHARRA,  605 

Ponte  Brolla,  443,  446 
Ponte  Capriasca,  434 

PONTE  GBANDE,  467, 
478 

Alb.  al  Ponte  Grande, 
fine  view,  tolerable. 

Carriages  :  i-horse 
carr.  to  Ceppo  Morelli  in 
I  hr.,  5  fr. 

Mules  :  May  be  hired 
here. 

— *  to  Varallo  by  the 
Baranca  pass  and  Fo- 
bello,  477  ;  *by  the  Col 
d’Orchettaand  Rimella, 

465 

— *  to  Carcoforo  and  Ri- 
MASCoby  Col  d’Egua,  478 

—  Tresa,  450 

-  DELLA  GuLA.  463 


698 


INDEX  AND  DIRECTORY. 


PONTIMIA  PASS,  475 
PONTIS,  COL,  DE,  664 
PORCARECCIO,  PASSO  DI,  446 
PoRCOjCOL  DEL  COLOR  DEL, 

654 

PORLEZZA,  454 

H.  du  Lac. 

Steam  Tramway :  To 
Menaggio.,  i  hr. 

Carriages :  Carr,  for 
Menaggio  are  in  waiting 
for  passengers  who  do 
not  use  tramway,  2-horse 
carr.  12  fr. 

Porte,  col  delle,  649,  657 
PoRTETTAZ,  La,  571 
PORTJENGRAT,  474 
PORTOLA,  COL  DE,  505 
PORTOVALTRAVAGLIA,  439 
PORZA,  454 

POURRI,  MONT,  559,  618,  620 
PODSSET  CHALETS,  577 
Pra,  Bergerie  DE,  652 
Jnw,  fair  mountain 
quarters. 

Pra  del  Tor,  651 
Pra,  La,  632 

Inn  (kept  by  one  of  the 
Couttets  of  Chamonix), 
fair  mountain  quarters. 
Pradl^ves,  661 

Angelo,  very  fair. 
Pragelas,  643 
Prali.  See  Ghigo. 

— *  to  Bobbio,  632 
PRALOGNTAN,  628 
Hotels  :  Hotel  de  la 
Grande  Casse  A  du  Petit 
Mont  Blanc,  new,  very 
well  spoken  of ;  H.  de  la 
Vanoise  {Favre),  much 
fallen  oif ;  both  at  the 
hamlet  of  Le  Barioz,  next 
above  church  town,  good 
headquarters  for  Taren- 
taise  mountains. 

Guides  :  The  Amiez 
are  fair  local  guides. 

—  to  Lanslebourg  by  the 
Col  de  la  Vanoise,  628 

—  to  Modane  by  the  Col 
d’Aussois,  628  ;  by  the 
Col  de  Chaviere,  628 

— *  to  MobTiERS  Taren- 

TAISE,  626 

Pramol,  646 
Prarayen,  517 

Small  mountain  Inn, 
poor  accommodation  and 
scanty  food. 


Prarion,  547,  558 

Inn. 

Prarustin,  646 
Praz,  Les,  561 
Praz  de  Port,  543 
Prazpleuri,  col  de,  538 
Prazzo,  660 

Scudo  di  Francia,  fair. 
Pah  DE  Bar,  543 
Premana,  457 
Premeno,  439 
Inn,  good. 

Pr^mou,  val  de,  627 
Prequartera,  468 
Pahs  Nouveaux,  col  des, 
629 

-  VAL  DES,  642 

PRiEURk,  Le  (Chamonix), 
548 

Primo,  Monte  San,  459 
Protestant  valleys  of 
Piedmont(Vaudois),427, 
647 

Proz,  Cantine  de,  533 
Inn,  small  and  rather 
rough. 

PuCELLE,  SaUT  de  LA, 
waterfall,  635 
PuRiA,  453 

Pyramides  d’Useigne,5i3  ; 
DE  Molines,  668 

—  Calcaires,  560 

Q. 

Quarazza,  val,  479 
Quarna,  466 
Quart,  chateau,  523 

-  VlLLEFRANCHE,  523 

Quensel,  Herr,  murder 

of,  533 

Queyras,  chateau.  See 
ChIteau  Queyras. 

B. 

Raimondi,  villa,  459 
Rancio,  Sasso,  456 
BANDA,  490 

II.  Weisshorn,  greatly 
enlarged  and  very  good. 

—  to  Zermatt,  490 
Randens,  606 
Ranzola,  col  de  la,  484, 

487 

Rateau,  le,  ^33,  635,  640 
-  BRkcHE  DU,  640 

Rk,  446 

RkAL,  St.,  birthplace,  598 
Reale,  col  della,  522,  580 


ReDORTA,  PASSO  DELLA, 

444  ;  VAL,  445 

Regoledo,  457.  Ilydrop. 
establishment  (150  bed¬ 
rooms),  pension  from  9 
fr.  Funicular  rly.  to 
the  pier  at  Varenna. 
RkMY,  St.,  537 

H.  des  A  lpes  Pennines, 
good  food,  civil  people. 

—  COL  DE  St.,  529,  544 
Reposoir,  vallee  du,  545 
Resegone,  460 

Reuse  de  l’Arolla,  col 
DE  LA,  518,  542 
Revers,  586 
Rezzonico,  457 
Rhymes,  col  de,  586  ;  val 
585 

—  Notre  Dame  de,  585 

Beds  and  hospitable 

reception  at  the  cure’s. 
The  village  Cantine  is 
poor,  but  better  than  it 
looks,  and  people  vei’y 
civil. 

—  St.  George  de,  585 
Riedmatten,  col  de,  516 
Ried  pass,  476 
BIPFELBEBG,  492 

English  Ch.  (Holy 
Trinity,  C.C.C.S.) :  close 
to  H.  Riffelalp. 

—  to  the  Gorner  Grat, 
492 

—  to  Macugnaga,  or  the 
Mattmark  See,  by  the 
New  Weissthor  pass, 
500 

— to  Alagna  or  Gressoney 
by  the  Lysjoch  (Silber) 
pass,  500 
Riffelhorn,  492 
Rima,  471,  478 

Alb.  Tagliaferro,  good 

—  *  to  Varallo,  478 

—  to  Alagna,  478,  480 

—  to  Macugnaga,  478 
Rimasco,  471,  478 

Rude  but  tolerable 
Inn,  with  baths,  very 
civil  people. 

—  to  Ponte  Grande  by 
the  Col  d’Egua,  478 

—  to  Macugnaga,  by  Boc- 
chetta  di  Carcoforo, 
478 

— *  to  Alagna  by  the  Col 
de  Piglino,  or  Col  de 
Moud,  478 
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Eimella,  465,  471 

Albergo  delle  Alpi 
(Fontana),  fair  but  dear. 
Eimpfiscuiiorn,  476,  495 
Eio  Martino  cavern,  656 
Eistolas,  654 
Eiva  Val  Dobbia,  466, 

471 

Alb.  delle  Aljri,  good, 
kept  by  Guglielmina. 

—  LAGO  ni,  454 
Eivera,  447 

Eivier  d’Allemont,  606 
Eobiei  alp,  445 
Eobilante,  673 
Eoc  Noir,  509 
Eocca,  442 
Eocca  Sparvera,  662 
Eoche  Blanche,  591 

—  Melon,  612,  613,  623 

—  LA, s  ^45 

Croix  Blanche;  Grenette; 
Balances. 

Eocheberas,  649 
Eochebrune,  637,  654 
EociikRE,  Grande,  529 
Eocheure  col  de  la,  621 
Eodoretto  or  Eodoret, 
COL  de,  646 

Eognosa  de  Sestrieres, 
603 

EoLETTA,  CROIX  DE,  584 

Eomagnano,  460 

Pasta. 

Eonco,  437 
Eonco,  580 

Alb.  della  Regina,  fair. 
Eoquebilliere,  670 
Eora,  649  ;  ravine,  649 
ROSA,  MONTE,  469, 
496.  Its  10  peaks,  496. 
Ascent  of,  470,  496. 

Tour  of.  502 

Eosa  blanche,  pointe  de, 

538 

Eoselend  glen,  593 
Eoselette,  Mont,  559 
Eosoire,  col  de  (d’Aus- 
sois),  608,  628 
Eossa  Viva  578 
Eossbodenhorn,  474 ;  pass, 
475 

Eotiihorn,  Moming,  499, 

509 

—  Ober,  495 

—  Unter,  494 

—  PASS  (between  Val  de 
Gressoney  and  Val 
d’Ayas),  488 

Eoue,  col  de  la,  607 


Eouge,  col  DU  Mont,  517 
Eouget  waterfall,  569 
Eouies,  col  and  Sommet 
DES,  640 

Eousse,  Grande  Aig.,  621, 
623 

Eousseau  at  Annecy, 
6(xi ;  at  Chamb^ry,  599 
Eousses,  Granges,  630 
Eoutes,  Skeleton,  in  Sa¬ 
voy  and  Piedmont,  431 
Eovana,  val,  443 
Eovina,  testa  della,  670 

-  LAGO  DELLA,  67I 

Eovio,  449 

H.  Rovio,  good ;  P. 
Monte  Generoso,  pension 
5  to  6  fr.  Eng.  Ch.  S.  in 
summer  at  tire  latter. 
Euan,  mont,  562,  564,  569, 
574 

Eubren,  Grand,  660,  667 
Euine,  Grande,  640 
Euines,  col  de,  660 
Euinette,  517,  541 
Eumilly,  602 
Eusso,  446 
Inn. 

Eutor,  531,  589 


S. 

SAAS  GRUND,  473 

Hotel  :  Monte  Moro, 
small  but  good  and  clean. 
Small  Inn  {II.  Weissmies) 
above  the  Triftalp,  3  lirs. 
from  Saas  Grund.  See 
Fee. 

Eng.  Ch.  (St.  Augus¬ 
tine’s)  :  (S.P.G.). 

Guides :  Alex.  Bur- 
gener  and  Iris  two 
brothers,  Franz  and 
Alois,  Ambrose  and 
Alfons  Stipersax,  Theo¬ 
dor,  Basil,  and  Adolf 
Andenmatten,  Abraham 
and  J  osef  Imseng,  and  J. 
M.  and  P.  J.  Biirgener 
are  good.  Glacier  ex¬ 
peditions  by  tariff 

— *  to  Macugnaga  by  the 
Monte  Moro  pass,  472 

—  to  Visp,  471 

—  to  ZERMArT  by  the  Alp- 
hubeljoch,  476  ;  by  the 
Mischabeljoch,  476 


SAAS  GRUND— cow/d. 

—  to  the  Eiffel  by  the 
New  Weissthor,  476 

- to  ISELLA,  or  Domo  d’Os- 

soLA,  by  the  Zwischber- 
gen  pass,  475 

—  to  Domo  d’Ossola  by  the 
Antrona  pass,  435,  474 

—  to  Simplon  by  the  La- 
quinjoch,  475;  by  the 
Eossboden  pass,  475  ;  by 
the  Gamserjoch,  475 

SAAS  FEE.  See  Fee. 
Saasgrat  (Mischabelhor- 

ner),  475 

Sache,  Dome  de  la,  620 
SachAre,  col  de  la,  587 
Sachette,  col  de  la,  620 
Sacro  Monte  of  Varallo, 
460  ;  of  Orta,  464 
Sagerou,  col  de,  570 
Sagnette,  passo  delle, 

657 

Sala,  453 

Salanfe,  col  de,  564 
Salassi  (in  the  Val  d’ Aos¬ 
ta),  520 

Salbertrand,  610 

Alb.  Grande,  close  to 
stat. 

Saleinaz,  Fen^tre  de, 

567 

—  Glacier  de,  543,  567 
Salenton,  col  de,  554,  570, 

562 

Sales,  St.  Fran9ois  de, 
549,  600  ;  his  birthplace, 
599,  602  ;  grave,  600 
Salins,  626.  Chateau,  626 
II.  dss  Bains,  new. 
SALLANCHES,  547 
Hotels  :  H.  des  3Iessa- 
geries,  fair  ;  Mont  Blanc. 
— *  to  Geneva,  544 

—  to  BATHS  OF  St.  Ger- 
VAis,  SA-7 

—  to  Chamonix,  547 ;  by 
St.  Gervais  and  the  Col 
de  Voza,  547 ;  by  the 
Col  de  la  Forclaz,  547 

—  to  Albertville,  591 
Salle,  la,  526 

H.  des  Voyageurs,  fair. 
Salle,  La  (peak),  541 
Salles,  pointe  de,553,  569, 

570 

SALLlitRES,  TOUR,  562,  564, 

570,  574 

Saluces  (Saluzzo),  658 
Salute,  la,  447 
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SAIjUZZO,  658 

Hotels:  CoronaGrossa, 
good  ;  Gallo. 

SaliVagny,  t;69 

SAL  VAN,  564 

Hotels:  H.  P.  de 
Salvan  et  des  Gorges  du 
Triage.,  good  ;  Grand  Ho¬ 
tel ;  H.  tfc  P.  de  V  Union., 
cheap ;  Bellevue.  At 
Marecotte.,  above  Salvan, 
P.  de  V Espirance. 

Guides  :  Francois 

Fournier ;  Gaspard 
— both  good. 

Salvatore,  monte,  452 
Sambet,  pointe  de,  569, 

570  .. 

SAMOENS,  568 

Hotels  :  Croix  d’Or  ; 
Commerce. 

—  to  Geneva,  568 
• —  to  ChampA RY  by  the  Col 
de  la  Gol6se  and  Col  de 
Conx,  572 

— *  to  Morzine  and  Tho- 
NON  by  the  Col  de  Jon- 
plane,  574, 575 
SAMPEYRE,  660 

Hotels:  Posta  ;  Angelo. 
Sana,  pointe  de  la,  621 
Sanfront,  658 
Saorge,  674 
Sapin,  col  de,  529 
Saracens  in  the  Alps,  472, 
532,  662,  664 

SaRRASINS,  PONT  DES,  522 
Sarre,  chateau  de,  526 
Sassello  Pass,  444 
Sasseneire,  51 1 
Sassiere,  Aiguille  de  la, 
559)  587,  620,  621 

-  COL  DE  LA,  587 

-  LAC  DE  LA,  587 

Sassina,  val,  457 
Sasso  di  Ferro,  439 
Sasso,  Madonna  del,  437 
Sasso  Rancio,  456 
Sauce,  col  de  la,  559, 
594 

Saume,  col  de  la,  607 
Saussure,  De,  ascent  of 
Mont  Blanc  by,  555  ;  as¬ 
cent  of  Crammont  by, 
528  ;  on  Col  du  G6ant, 
566  ;  on  St.  Theodule, 
503  ;  Monument  of,  548 
Saut  de  la  Pucelle,  635 
Sauveur,  St.,  666 
H.  Wiard,  good. 


Savaranche,  val,  578,  584. 
See  D^:gioz. 

—  to  CoGNE  by  the  Col  du 
Lauzon,  578 

— *  to  Ponte  in  the  Val 
d’Orco,  578 

—  to  ViLLENEUvE  and 
Aosta,  584 

Savine,  Aiguilles  de,  615 

-  CHALETS  DE,  615 

- -  LAC  DE,  615 

Savoie,  combe  de,  592 
SAVOY,  425.  Hotels,  428. 
Maps,  430.  Skeleton 
tours,  431 

Saxe,  La  (baths),  527 

-  MONT  DE  LA,  527,  529 

Says,  col  du,  640 

SCALARI  DI  CeRESOLE,  582 

Schallijoch,  510 
Schwarz  See  (at  Zei^att), 
493 

H.  Schwarzsee. 

SCHWARZE  GLACIER,  501 
ScHWARZHORN  (near  Gru- 
ben),  506 

SCHWARZTHOR  PASS,  484,  5OI 
SCOPA,  466 

clean,  kept  by 
Giuseppe  Topini. 

SCOPELLO,  466 

Alb.  Deblasi.,  charges 
vary;  Alb.  Valsesia;  Alb. 
Nazionalo. 

Sf:A,  COL  DE,  623,  625 

—  Ghicet  de,  625 

—  Bianca,  652,  657 
SkEZ,  591 

Segusium  (Susa),  612 
Seigne,  col  de  la,  560 
Seilon,  col  de,  516,  540 

—  Mont  Blanc  de,  517, 
541 

SELk,  col  du,  638 
Sellar,  col  du,  638 
Sembrancher,  532 
Semnoz,  Le,  602 
Sengie,  col  de,  579 
Sept  Laux  (7  lakes),  606, 

633 

Serbelloni,  villa,  457 
Serena,  col  de,  529,  544 
Sermenza,  val,  466,  478 
SeRRAND,  PONT,  590 
SERRk,  586 
Servoz,  546 

H.  des  Gorges  de  la 
Diosaz. 

—  *to  Geneva,  545 

—  to  Chamonix,  546 


Sesia,  val,  460,  466 

—  jocH,  480 

Sestrieres,  col  de,  643 
At  the  village  is  the 
Rosa  Rossa,  comfortable. 

—  Rognosa  de,  643 
Settimo  Vittone,  521 

SkVREU,  COL  DE,  538 
SkzANFE,  COL  DE,  564 

Seylieres,  col  de,  652 

SiBOULET,  COL  DE,  660,  661 
SlERRE  (SiDERS)  tO  ZiNAL, 

508 

Signal  Kuppe  of  Monte 
Rosa,  470,  480,  496 
SiLBER  PASS  (LySJOCH),  50O 
Silvio,  monte  (Matter¬ 
horn),  491 
SiMELi  PASS,  475 
Simplon  to  Saas,  by  the 
Gamserjoch,  475  ;  by 
the  Laquinjoch,  475 ; 
*by  the  Rossboden  Pass, 
475 

Sion  to  Evolena  and 
Arolla,  512 
SiROL,  Tete  de,  670 
SiRWOLTEN  PASS,  475 

SIXT,  569.  Excursions, 

569 

Hotel  :  Per  d  Cheval, 
large  house,  once  a  con¬ 
vent,  built  1622,  fair. 

Guides  with  a  tariff: 
Buet,  18  fr.  ;  Fer  &  Che¬ 
val,  2  fr.  50  c.  ;  Lae  de 
Gers,  12  fr. ;  Chamonix, 
18  fr.  ;  Champ6ry  by  Col 
de  la  Golese,  13^  fr.,  by 
Col  de  Sagerou,  15  fr. 

— *  to  Geneva,  568 
— *  to  Chamonix  by  the 
Col  d’Anterne  and  Col 
du  Br6vent,  571 
— *  to  St.  Martin  by  the 
Col  de  Monthieu,  571 
— ^  to  St.  Martin  or  Ser¬ 
voz  by  the  Portettaz, 

571 

—  to  Champ^ry  by  the  Col 
de  Sagerou,  570 ;  by 
the  Golette  de  I’Oulaz, 
571 ;  by  the  Col  de  la  Go- 
16se  and  Col  de  Coux, 

572 

—  to  Barberine  Hotel  on 
the  Tete  Noire  pass,  570 

—  St.  Jean  de,  594 
SoANA,  VAL,  580 

SoLEIL,  PoRTES  DU,  574,  575 
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SoNAl>ON,  COL  DU,  54I 
SONOGNO,  445 

Travellers  are  received 
by  the  cure. 

SOKEBOIS,  COL  DE,  5II 
SOSPELLO,  674 
H.  Carenco. 

SOULIERES  CHALETS,  659 

Sparone,  581 
Spruga,  446 
Stabio  baths,  448 
STALDEN,  477,  489 
Hotel  :  H.  Stalden, 
very  good  ;  Btiffei  at  stat. 

• —  to  Gruben,  490 
—  to  Simplon,  489 
— *  to  Saab,  477 
Steinbock  (bouquetin), 

THE,  575 

Stellihorn,  474 
Stellisee,  495 
Stelvio,  the,  457 
Stockje,  494,  519 
Stoffelhorn, 480 
STRESA,  441 

Hotels :  II.  des  lies 
Borrom^es,  a  most  agree¬ 
able  residence,  but  prices 
rather  high  ;  II.  Boyal., 
another  large  hotel ;  II. 
de  Milan;  II.  d’ Italic — 
both  good  ;  P.  BeavSfijour, 
large  garden. 

Eng.  Ch.  S.  (C.C.C.S.): 
at  H.  des  lies  Borix)m6es. 
Strona,  val,  465 
Stroppo,  660,  661 

Corona  Grossa ;  Croce 
Bianca. 

SUSA,  612.  Cathedral, 613 
Hotels  :  Bad,  charges 
high  —  Antica  Posta  ; 
Cappel  Verde;  Sole. 
Susanfe,  col  de,  564 
SusTEN  (Souste)  to  St.  Luc 
by  the  Illsee,  508 

T. 

Tacconaz  glacier,  548 
TaCHUY,  col  DU,  588 
Tacul,  pic  DU,  550 
Tagliaferro,  478,  480 
Taglioni,  mlle.,  459 
Taillefer,  632 

TALiiFRE,  GLACIER  DE,  55 1 
-  COL  DE,  s66 

TALLOIRES,  6oi 

Hotels :  H.  de  I’Ab- 
baye  (on  the  lake) ;  II. 


TALL  O  IRE  S  — contd. 
Be.ausite ;  II.  Bellevue.^ 
fair  ;  Fontaine.,  all  three 
in  the  village.  Villas  to 
be  hired  for  the  season. 
Tamier  pass,  444 
TANTINTGES,  568 

Hotels :  II.  des  Ba¬ 
lances ;  Li(m  d’Or. 
Tanneverge,  col  de,  562, 

569 

-  POINTE  DE,  569,  570 

Tarentaise,  the,  617 
Tasch,  491 
Taschhorn,  474,  490 
TAvf:,  Grand,  539 
Tavernetti'es,  les  (on 
Mont  Cenis),  612 
II.  de  VAncienne  Poste. 
Telchenhorn,  484 
Teleccio,  col  de,  579 
Temple,  col  de  i-a,  639 
Tenda,  673 

II.  National.  See  Dal- 
MAZzo  Di  Tenda,  San. 
Tersiva,  Punta,  578 
Tesserete,  454 
Tesso,  val  di,  624 
Tk'TE  Blanche,  499,  501, 

519 

—  Noire,  553,  562.  Pass, 
562.  Hotel,  563 

—  by  Finhaut  to  Verna- 
YAz,  563 

ThABOR,  MONT,  607 
Thali.ioch,  475 
THEODULE  (Theodul) 
ST.,  pass,  502 
Inn  (8  beds),  much  im¬ 
proved  in  1891,  all  the 
rooms  are  now  connected 
by  a  covered  gallery  with 
the  dining  room  and 
the  kitchen  ;  w.c.  ;  se¬ 
parate  buildings  for  the 
guides. 

Theoduliiorn,  503 

ThEOLINDA,  9UEEN,  456 
Thermignon,  61  I 

lAon  d’Or,  recom¬ 
mended. 

Thomas,  camp  of  Prince, 
5«9 

THdNTES,  594,  ^><>2 

Hotels  :  Plan-Palais  ; 
Midi  ;  Cheval  Blanc. 

-  to  ClIAMPiCRY  or  Mor- 

OINS,  575 

—  to  Taninoes,  574 

—  to  Samoens,  574 


Thorame  Haute,  665 
II.  Itoux. 

Thorens,  602 

ThORWALDSEn’s  TRIUM  PH 
OF  Alexander,  458 

Thuates,  Mons  (Dent  du 
Chat),  597 

Thuile,  la,  de  Ste.  Foy, 

619 

—  *  to  Val  Grisanche  by 
the  Cols  <le  la  Loys 
Blanche  and  du  Tacliuy, 
588 

Thuille,  La,  on  the  Little 
St.  Bernard,  589 
II.  National,  good  food, 
clean  beds  and  rooms, 
though  outshie  of  house 
is  not  attractive  ;  II. 
du  Glacier  d,u  Ihdor, 
fair. 

TiiiiRLE  passes,  468,  478, 
479 

Ticino  (Tessin),  Valleys  of, 
442 

Tiefenmatten  joch,  501 

TIGNrES,62o 

Hotels :  Chez  Plivial 
David  {II.  du  Club  A I  pin), 
fair  quarters,  in  a  side 
lane  ;  Chez  Bevial  Flore.n- 
tin  (II.  des  Touristes), 
on  the  Pla(!0.  Neither 
inn  good,  David’s  has 
separate  building  for 
travellers,  but  best  to 
push  on  to  new,  com¬ 
fortable  hotel  at  Val 
d’Is6re. 

—  VAL  de,  621.  Lac  de, 

620 

— *  to  Val  Grisanche  by 
the  Col  de  Bassac  Der6, 
587 ;  by  the  Col  de  la 
Sassiijre,  587 

—  to  the  Val  de  IlitkMES 
by  the  Col  do  la  G  oletta, 
5«5,  5«7 

—  to  Ceresole  by  the  Col 
de  la  Galise,  583,  586 

—  to  Lanslebourg  by  the 
Col  d’lseran,  620 ;  by 
Col  de  la  Lidsso,  620 

—  to  Brides  -  LES- Bains 
and  MoOtiers  Taren¬ 
taise  by  Col  du  Palet, 
620,  627 

—  to  Val  Peisey  by  the 
Col  do  la  Sachette,  620 

TiNIBRAS.  MONT.  666 
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Tivano  wind,  456 
Toillies,  T£;te  des,  667, 
668 

Tondu,  col  DU  Mont,  558, 

565 

Torello,  453 
Torno,  459 

Torrent,  col  de,  510,  511 
Torrigria,  459 
Touilles,  col  de,  615 
Tounot,  307 

TOUR,  LA,  DE  LU- 
SERNE,  647 
Hotels  :  Ours^  good  ; 
Lion  de  St.  Marc. 

—  COL  DU  (Chamonix),  567 
Tour  Eonde,  529 

-  COL  DE  LA,  566 

Tournalin,  Grand,  504 

-  COL  DU,  488 

Tournanche,  val.  See  Val- 
tournanche. 

Tournette,  602 
Tournoux,  663,  666 
Tours,  Skeleton,  in  Sa¬ 
voy  and  Piedmont,  431 
Tramontana  wind,  438 
Traverses,  Les,  643 

Bose  Bouge,  humble, 
but  clean  beds. 
Traversette,  Tunnel  and 
Col  de  la,  655 
Treicol,  val,  593 
Tr^laporte,  551 
Trelat£:te  glacier,  558, 

565 

Pavilion.,  4  beds,  rea¬ 
sonable  prices. 

-  COL  DE,  565 

Tremezzo,  458 
Alb.  Bazzoni. 

Treuil,  tour  DU,  605 
Tribulation  glacier,  578 

—  T^;te  de  la,  579 
Triege,  Gorges  du,  564 
Trient,  563 

Grand  Hotel.,  new ; 
Midi;  Alpes ;  Glacier  du 
Trient. 

Trift  alp,  474 

Above  it  is  H.  du  Weiss- 
mies,  fair. 

Triptgratli,  474 
Trifthorn,  502 
Triftjoch  (Zermatt),  502, 

510 

Trinite,Gressoneyla.  See 
Gressoney  la  Trinite. 
Triolet,  col  de,  567 

- GLACIER  DE,  543 


Triquent,  564 

H.  and  P.  de  la  Dent  du 
Midi ;  Mont  Bose. 

Trois  Torrents,  574.  Inn. 
Trosse  Blanc,  529 
Trubetzkoi,  villa,  459 
Tsanteleina,  585,  621 
Tunnels  through  the 
Alps,  608 
TUHIIN,  614 

Hotels  ;  H.  d’Burope  ; 
H.  Trorabetta.,  formerly 
Feder.,  both  excellent ; 
Grand  II.  de  TMreii, oppos. 
stat.,  good,  under  Swiss 
management;  H.d’Angle- 
terre.,  same  owner  as  the 
Grand  Hotel  at  Ceresole, 
good. 

Eng.Ch.  S.  (C.C.C.S.) : 

in  the  Corso  del  Be. 

—  to  Aosta  and  Courma- 

YEUR,  520 

— *  to  Chamb^ry  by  the 
Mont  Cenis,  605 
Turlo  pass,  468,479;  Little, 
478 

Turtmann  (Tourtemagne), 
506 

Soleil;  Paste. 

—  Glacier,  490,  506. 

Thal,  506 

—  to  Zmeiden,  in  the 
Turtmannthal,  506 

TYNDALL,PROPESSOR,his  aS- 

cent  and  first  traverse 
of  the  Matterhorn,  498  ; 
first  ascent  of  the 
Weisshorn,  491 
■ — Pic,  498 

Tzouss,  CROIX  DE,  532 

U. 

Ubaye,  valley  of  the,  664 
Ubayette  river,  source, 
663, 666 
Ugines,  592 

Joguet;  Pontenier.  See 
Fontaines  d’Ugines. 
URIAGE  BATHS,  632 
Hotels  :  Grand  Hotel  ; 
H.  du  Cercle ;  H.  Monnet; 
H.  du  Bocher  ;  and  many 
others. 

Urnasch,  435 

USEIGNE,  513 

—  Pyramides,  d’,  513 
USSEGLIO,  626 

Alb.  Cibrario,  rough. 

USSEL  CASTLE,  488,  523 


V. 

Vache,  col  de  la,  606 

VACHhRE,  COL  DE  LA,  664 

Vacheresse,  575 
Croix. 

Val  d’Isere.  See  Isere, 
Val  d’. 

—  Louise,  Ville.  See 
Vallouise. 

-  DE  BllflMES,  585 

—  Savaranche,  578,  584 
— -Tournanche,  504 
VALDIERI,  669 

Inns,  poor.  At  Baths  a 
good  Hotel  (pension  9  fr.), 
well  conducted  by  a  com¬ 
pany,  excellent  quarters 
for  exploring  neighbour¬ 
hood. 

—  to  St.  Martin  Lantos- 
QUE  by  the  Col  delle 
Finestre,  671 

Valduggia,  460 
Valeiglia,  Combe  de,  579 
Val^zan,  590 
Vallante,  col  de,  659 

-  VISO  DE,  659 

Valletta,  col  della,  646 
Valloire,  631 

Chez  Giraud,  at  upper 
end  of  village,  near 
telegraph  office,  poor, 
good  beds,  but  dear ; 
Chez  Magnin  ;  C*hez  Bam~ 
baud ;  Chez  Ogier,  all  vil¬ 
lage  inns. 

-  COL  DE,  606 

VALLORCINTE,  562 
Hotels  :  H.  du  Buet  (at 
La  Poyaz) ;  H.  Suisse  du 
Chdtelard  ;  H.  de  la  Tete 
Noire,  recently  rebuilt. 
VALLOUISE,  638 
Hotels :  H.d'Ailefroide. 
Chez  Bolland,  same  ow¬ 
ner  as  the  new  inn  at 
Ailefroide  ;  H.  des  Ecrins, 
Chez  Veuve  Lagier,  good; 
Mont  Pelvoux,  chez  Gau¬ 
thier,  dirty,  but  clean 
beds  and  good  food. 
Valpelline,  537,  542 

At  Cantine  below  the 
church,  capital  fare  and 
clean  beds,  but  accom¬ 
modation  rough  ;  H.  de 
la  Croix  Blanche,  clean 
beds ;  Leone  d’Oro,  well 
spoken  of. 
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VALPELLINE— co«M. 

—  Passes  from,  517.  Col 
de,  5or,  518 

Valsavaranche.  See  De:- 

GIOZ. 

Valsorey,  col  de,  532. 
Glacier,  533 

Valtournanche,  504 

H.  du  Mont  Rose,  un¬ 
pretending,  but  comfort¬ 
able  and  good. 

—  to  Ayas  or  Brusson 
by  the  Col  de  Portola, 

505 

Vandalino,  649,  651 

Vanoise,  col  de  la,  628 

Vanzone,  468 

H.  des  Chasseurs,  poor. 

Varaita,  val,  659.  Passes 
from,  660 

VARALLO,  460  ;  Sacro 
Monte,  460 

Hotels  :  Alb.  d’ Italia, 
kept  by  the  Guglielmina 
family  (who  own  also 
the  inns  at  Alagna,  at 
Eiva  Valdobbia  on  the 
Col  d’Olen,  and  on  Monte 
Mottarone),  good,  excel¬ 
lent  cuisine,  good  car¬ 
riages  and  horses;  Posta; 
Croce  Bianca ;  Parigi ; 
Tre  Re. 

Restaurant:  H. Sacro 
Monte,  at  the  gate  of  the 
Sanctuary. 

Diligences  :  Twice 
daily  to  Alagna. 

— *  to  Orta  and  Baveno 
by  the  Col  de  Colma 
464 

— to  Arona,  460 

—  to  Omegna  by  the  Col 
de  Campello,  465  ;  by 
Monte  Massucone,  466 

—  to  Alagna  by  the  Val 
Sesia,  466 

—  to  Ponte  Grande  (Val 
Anzasca)  byFobello  and 
the  Baranca  pass,  477  ; 
by  the  Col  d’Orchetta, 

465,  478 

—  to  Rimasco  and  Rima, 
478 

—  to  Macugnaga  by  the 
Bocchetta  di  Carcoforo, 
478 

Varenna,  457 

Albergo  Reale  {Mar- 
cioni’s),  good  and  clean. 


V  ARENS,  Aiguille  de,  546, 
553 

VARESE,  439,  448,  450 

Grand  H.  Varese,  well 
kept,  large  house  with 
garden,  outside  town. 

Eng.  Ch.S.(C.C.C.S.). 
Varia,  val,  475 
Varrone,  val  di,  457 
Vars,  col  de,  663,  667 
Vasevay,  col  de,  538 
Vassu,  Goille  a,  533 
Vaudet,  col,  587,  619 

VAUDOIS./SeeWALDENSIANS. 

—  Valleys,  427,  644,  647 
Veisivi,  Dents  de,  513,  514 

VkLAN,  MONT,  533,  536 

Venasca,  660 
Veni,  val  de,  561 
VkNOSC,  634 

Chez  Giraud,  clean 
rooms,  at  Bourg  d’Arud 
on  the  high  road  ;  Chez 
Balme,  at  the  upper  end 
of  the  village,  near  the 
church,  rough  quarters  ; 
mules  and  chars  at 
Giraud’s. 

—  COL  DE,  630 
Ventimiglia,  674 
VkRAN,  St.,  668 

H.  Fine  ;  Aub.  Isnel. 

-  COL  DE  St.,  660 

Verbanus,  lacus  (Lago 
Maggiore),  438 
Verdon  valley,  666 
Vergeletto,  446 
Vergia,  punta,  646 
VERJNAYAZ,  564 

Hotels  :  H.  des  Gorges 
du  Trient,  a  handsome 
house,  close  to  the 
gorges;  Victoria  d' Alpes  ; 
Gare.  At  Gueurozsur- 
Vernayaz  is  H.  des 
Rochers. 

Eng.  Ch.  S.  (S.P.  G.) : 

at  H.  des  Gorges. 

Guides  :  Fr.  Fournier, 
and  Gaspard  Coquoz, 
both  at  Salvan,  are  good 
guides  for  the  Dent  du 
Midi. 

—  to  Chamonix  by  the 
Trient  valley,  *561 

Verney,  lac,  590 

-  LE,  61 1  ‘ 

Croix  Blanche,  poor 
and  dear. 

Verra,  col  de,  501 


VERRES,  487,  522 

Hotels:  Italic;  Ecu 
de  France. 

Verte,  aiguille,  551,  557 
Very,  col  de,  591 
Verzasca,  val,  445 
Vessona,  col  de,  518,  523 
VksuBiE,  St.  Martin.  See 
Lantosque,  St.  Martin. 
Vezia,  454 
Vi:^YES,  577 

Cantine  des  Voyageurs. 
ViGEzzo,  VAL,  446 
ViGONI,  VILLA,  454 
ViGORNESSO,  VAL,  445 

Villa  d’Ossola,  435 
ViLLAR  PeLLICE,  651 
ViLLARD  GoITREUX,  628 

—  d’Arene,  636 
II.  Clot. 

ViLLAREMBERT,  63O 
ViLLE  d’IsSERT,  542 

—  Vallouise,  638.  See 
Vallouise. 

ViLLENEUvE  (in  the  Val 
d’ Aosta),  527 
Cerf,  improved,  good 
food  and  not  dear;  Union. 
— to  Ponte  in  the  Val 
d’Orco,  by  the  Col  de  la 
Croix  de  Nivoleli^  581 

ViLLEVIEILLE,  653 

Elephant. 

ViNADIO,  662 

Alb.  d’ Italia,  fair. 

—  Baths,  663 
Vincent, St., BATHS,  488, 522 

Hotels  :  Lion  d’Or, 
good  accommodation  ; 
Corona. 

Vincent,  Fort  St.,  664 

—  Pyramide,  480,  496 
ViNCENTHUTTE,  480,483 
Viola,  Passo  di  Val,  417 

At  the  point  where  the 
main  path  leaves  the 
Bernina  road  there  is  a 
Cantine  at  Sfazzu,  while 
on  the  other  side  of  the 
pass  there  are  rough 
inns  at  Semogo  and  Iso- 
laccia. 

ViRGANTIA  CaSTELLUM 

(BKIAN90N),  637 
ViSAILLE,  560 

Cantine,  5  beds,  accom¬ 
modation  simple. 

Viso,  Monte,  654-659; 
Tour  of,  657  ;  Passo  dei, 
657  ;  Pertuis  du,  655 
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VisoLon'o,  657 
VlSOMOUT  Ol’  Vjsomoz/.o, 

657 

VlSOULKT,  659 
Visp,  489 

Paste  (same  owners  as 
chief  Saas  Fee  inns) ; 
Solell,  good  and  moder¬ 
ate  ;  Alpes  (same  owners 
as  H.  de  Saas  Fee  at  that 
village) ;  Restaurant  de  la 
Gare,  got)d. 

—  to  Zkumatt,  489 
— *  to  Saas  and  Macuo- 
NAOA  by  the  Monte 
Moro  pass,  471 
VissoYE,  509 

If.  d’Anniviers,  recom¬ 
mended  ;  U.  des  Alpes. 
Viu,  626 

Corona  Reale.,  fair ; 
and  others. 

Viva,  Rossa,  578 
ViziEEE,  632.  Chateau,  632 
II.  Miiton ;  Prat. 
VOGOGNA,  435 
Corona,  fair. 

VoiUONS,  EES,  568 

If.  de  I’Ermitaffe ;  If. 
du  Chalet  des  Voirons. 
Volta, •birthplace,  455 

VOUASSON,  POINTE  DE,  513 
VoZA,  COL  DE,  547,  558 

Pavilion  du  Col,  on  the 
true  pass,  but  now  closed; 
Pavilion  Bellevue,  6  beds, 
34  hr.  above  true  pass. 

W. 

Waldensians,  427,  559, 

610,  616,  621,645,  647,  648 
Wandpluh,  519 
WATERFALLS— 
Barberine,  562.  B6- 

rard,  562.  Blaiti6re,  553. 
Bon  Nant,  559.  Couz,  596. 
Dard,  525,550.  .Gr6sy,596. 
M6ridienne,  569.  Nant 
d’Arpenaz,  546.  Nant 
d’Ant,  569.  Noaschetta, 
582.  Pucelle,  Saut  de  la, 
635.  llouget,  569 
Weisshokn,  490 
Weissmies,  474,  475 
WtusSTiiou  PASS,  OLD,  470  ; 
NEW,  470,  476,  500 

z. 

Za,  Aiguille  de  la,  514, 
516,  519 


Za-DE-ZaN  OLAClEll,  517, 

51S,  520 

Zeda,  Monte,  439 
Zeuhion,  MONT,  487 
ZERMATT,  491.  Ex¬ 
cursions,  492 

Hotels  :  If.  Zermatt ; 
Motile  Rosa  ;  Mont  Cervin; 
all  excellent,  kept  by  the 
Seiler  family,which  also 
owns  the  two  hotels  on 
the  Riffel,  that  on  the 
Gornergrat,  and  that 
near  the  Schwarzseo. 
Of  these  the  If.  <('•  P.Ri(fel 
Alp  is  preferable  for  pro¬ 
longed  stay,  but  not 
equally  suitable  for  all 
excursions.  In  Aug. 
and  Sept,  hotels  often 
full,  advisable  to  tele¬ 
graph  for  rooms  long  in 
advance.  If.  de  la,  Paste, 
in  village.  If.  Terminus, 
opened  1894,  ;  If- 

Bellevue;  If.  d’Angleterre; 
If.  Gornergrat,  all  four 
outside  the  village  and 
near  the  stat.  Railway 
Restaurant  (Seiler).  Ger¬ 
man  Beer  at  Bierhalle, 
attached  to  H.  du  Mont 
Cervin. 

Eng,  Ch.  (St.  Peter’s)  : 
above  village  ;  and  an¬ 
other  near  Riffel  Alp, 
both  C.C.C.S. 

English  Bankers : 
Galland  A  Co. 

English  Physician  : 
Dr.  A.  Gamgee. 

Guides  :  Alois  Pollin- 
ger  and  son  ;  Alex. 
Burgener,  and  his  bro¬ 
thers  Franz  and  Alois ; 
Peter  Knubel  and  his 
son  Ciesar ;  Gabriel 
Taugwalder  ;  J.  Moser  ; 
Ambrose  Super  sax ;  A. 
Gentinetta ;  P.  J.  Truffer ; 
J.  Imboden ;  Abraham 
Imseng;  J.  M.  Lochmat- 
ter ;  these  are  the  best. 
Many  others  can  gener¬ 
ally  be  trusted  on  all  but 
very  difficult  expeditions. 
The  native  Zermatt 
guides  are  not  distin¬ 
guished  in  their  pro¬ 
fession,  but  those  living 


ZERMATT — contd. 
in  winter  at  St.  Ni- 
klaus,  Saas,  and  Macug- 
naga  are  generally  here 
during  sea.son.  Autho¬ 
rized  Tariff  fov  all  glacier 
expeditions. 

Mules :  By  the  day 
10  fr.  and  1  fr.  Trinkgeld. 

Horses  :  To  St.  Theo- 
dule  for  2  hrs.,  10  fr.  ;  3 
hrs.,  15  fr. 

— *  to  Visp,  490 

—  to  CiiATiLLON  by  the  St. 
Th6odule  pass,  502 

—  to  Gkessoney  opAlagna 
by  the  Lysjoch,  51x1 

—  to  the  Ayas  vai.ley  by 
the  Schwarzthor,  501  ; 
by  the  Cimes  Blanches, 
5«5 

—  to  the  Mattmark  See, 
or  Macugnaga,  by  the 
Weissthor  pass,  476,  500 

— *  to  Saas  by  the  Alphu- 
beljoch,  476;  *by  the 
Mischabeljoch,  476 ;  by 
the  Allalin  pass,  476 

—  to  ZiNAL  by  the  Trift- 
joch,  502  ;  by  the  Col 
Durand,  501 

— *  to  Evolena  by  the 
Cols  d’Herens  and  <le 
Bertol,  518,  519 

—  to  Aroli.a,  519,  520 

— *  to  the  Valpelline  by 
the  Col  de  Valpelline, 
5*8 

—  Tour  of  Monte  Ros  a  ,  502 

— *  to  Chamonix  (high 

level  rte.),  557 

Zermeiggern,  473 

Zesseta  glacier,  541 

ZiGIORENOVE,  GLACIER  DE, 

5 '5 

ZI!N'AL,509.  Excursions, 

Grand  If.  des  Diablons. 
largo  and  new  ;  II.  Du¬ 
rand,  good,  cheap,  kept 
by  widoM'^  of  Baptiste 
Epinay ;  If.  du  Be.'tso ; 
If.  du  Trift. 

Eng.  Ch.  S.  (C.C.C.S.). 

—  to  Evolena  by  the  Col 
de  Sorebois  and  Col  de 
Torrent,  51 1 ;  by  the  Col 
du  Grand  Cornier,  510 

— *  to  Zermatt  by  the  Col 
Durand,  501  ;  *by  the 
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ZIN  AIj — coritd. 

Triftjoch,  502  ;  by  the 
Morning  pass,  510 
—  to  Randa  by  the  Schal- 
lijoch,  510 

— *  to  Zmeiden  by  the  Col 
des  Diablons,  508,  510 
ZMEIDEN  (Gruben), 
506.  Pass,  507 
II.  du  Glacier  de  Tourte- 
magne  (formerly /Sc/twarc- 
hom),  good,  charmingly 


ZMEIDEN — contd. 
placed  in  green  meadow- 
on  left  bk.  of  stream,  with 
rocky  knolls  cropping  ont 
of  turf.  Guides  andmuLes. 

—  to  Turtmann,  506 

—  to  St.  Niklaus,  506 

—  to  St.  Luc  by  the  Zmei¬ 
den  pass,  507  ;  by  the 
Pas  du  Boeuf,  507 

—  to  ZiNAL  by  the  Pas  de 
la  Eorcletta,  507 


Zmutt  glacier,  494,  519, 

VALLEY,  491 

ZoTTO  Alp,  445 
ZoZANNE,  LAC,  51I 
ZuMSTEiN,  Herr,  482 
—  Spitze,  470,  496 
Zwillinge  (Castor  and 
Pollux),  497,  501 
ZWILLINGS  JOCU,  501 

Zwiscubergen  PASS,  473, 
475 


OXFORD  :  HORACE  HAR  T,  PRINTER  TO  IHE  UNIVERSITY 
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MURRAY’S  Handbook 


ADVERTISER, 


1900-1901, 


CONTAINING 


USEFDL  INFORMATION  FOR  TRAVELLERS, 


RAILWAY 


AND 


STEAMBOAT  COMPANIES, 


HO  TELS, 


AND 


MISCELLANEOUS  ADVERTISEMENTS. 


MURRAY’S  HANDBOOK  ADVERTISER. 


May, 


GOMPAGNIEdesMESSAGERIESMARITIMES 

FRENCH  POSTAL  STEAMERS. 


DErAItTUBES  FROM  MARSEILLES. 

INDIA.  CHINA.  JAPAN. 

Bombay  .  Direct 

Port  Said,  Suez,  Aden,  Bombay, 

Colombo,  Singapore,  Saigon,  Hong 
Kong,  Shanghai,  Nagasaki,  Kobe, 
Yokohama  ... 

Port  Said,  Suez,  Djibouti,  Colombo, 
Singapore,  Saigon,  Hong  Kong, 

Shanghai,  Nagasaki,  Kobe,  Yoko- 
liama  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 


MAIN  LINES. 
A 

B 


BRANCH  LINES. 


MAIN  LINE. 


Connecting  at 
Colombo  with 
the  China 
Main  Line  A. 


MAIN  LINES. 


Colombo  to  Pondicherry,  Madras, 
Clalcutta  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Singapore  to  Batavia ... 

Singapore  to  Samarang  . 

Saigon  to  Tonquin  Ports  . 

Saigon  to  Singapore . 

AUSTRALIA  &  NEW  CALEDONIA. 

Port  Said,  Suez,  Colombo,  King 
George’s  Sound,  Adelaide,  Mel¬ 
bourne,  Sydney,  Noumea  ... 


BRANCH  LINES. 


INDIAN  OCEAN  LINES. 

Port  Said,  Suez,  Djibouti,  Zanzibar, 

Mutsauiudu  or  Moroni,  Mayotte, 

Majunga,  Nos«i-Be,  Diego-Suarez, 

^  Tainatave,  Reunion,  ^Mauritius  ... 

Port  Said,  Suez,  Djibouti,  Aden,  Diego- 
Suarez,  Sainte-Marie,  Tamatave, 

Reunion,  Mauritius... 

/Zanzibar  to  Dar-es-Salam,  Ibo,  Mo-1 
zambique,  Inliambane.  j 

Diego-Suarez  to  Nosai-Be,  Analalave, 

Majunga,  Mainiirano,  Morundava, 

Ambohibe,  and  Tulear. 

Diego-Suarez  to  Mozambique,  Beira, 
Loureu9o-Marques,  and  Natal 

MEDITERRANEAN  . — Weekly  departures  for  Alexandiia,  Port  Said,  Beyrout,  Syrian 
Ports,  Pirajus,  Smyrna,  Constantinople,  Black  Sea  (Odessa,  Novorossisk,  Batoum,  &c.). 
Fortnigntly  for  Jafla,  Salonica,  Syra,  Patras,  Suda  Bay,  and  Naples. 

EEFARTURES  FR03I  BORDEAUX. 

«  For  Corunna,  Lisbon,  Dakar,  Rio  1 
(  Janeiro,  Montevideo  &  Buenos  Ayres  / 

For  Vigo,  Lisbon,  Dakar,  Pernam¬ 
buco,  Bahia,  Rio  Janeiro,  Monte¬ 
video  and  Buenos  Ayres  ... 


Every  28  days 
Every  28  days 

Every  28  days 


Every  28  days 
Every  Mail 
Every  28  days 
Every  Week 
Every  Mail 


Every  28  days 


lOth  of  each 
Month 


25th  of  each 
Month 

Connecting  tvifh 
mail  of  the  10th 
of  each  month. 

Connecting 
with  mail 
of  the 

25ih  of  each 
Month 


BRAZIL 

and 

RIVER  PLATE. 


Every  28  days 
Every  28  days 


Offices. — Paris:  I,  RueVignon;  Marseilles:  16,  Rue  Cannebiere  ;  Bordeaux: 
20,  Allees  d’Orleans  ;  London  :  97,  Cannon  Street,  E.C. 
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AJACCIO  (CORSICA). 

The  CYRNOS  palace  HOTEL 

3]^IE,ST-CLASS  ENGLISH  P^AMILY  HOTEL.  Most  Elevated  and  Sheltered  Position. 

In  full  view  of  the  Gulf  and  surrounding  Mountains.  Large  Orange  Garden.  Pension 
terms  from  10  Francs.  E.  EXMER,  Proprietor. 

Dnring  Summer  at  Hot^l  Royal  aud  de  Saussure,  Chamonix. 

ALGIERS.  MUSTAPHA  -  SUPERIOR. 


HOTEL  CONTINENTAL  ET  D'ORIENT. 

FIRST- CLASS  HOTEL,  Full  South,  Splendid  View. 
Four  Acres  of  Garden,  Tennis  Court.  English  Billiard 
Table,  Calorif^re,  Excellent  Drainage,  Hydraulic  Lift, 
Ascenseur.  Omnibus  on  Arrival  of  Steamers. 

t 

Printed  Tariffs  sent  on  ApjMeation, 

J.  HILDEHBRAHD,  Proprietor  and  Manager. 


ALGIERS. 

HOTEL  DE  LA  REGENGE. 

First-class  Hotel  in  every  respect,  only  one 
facing  full  south,  unrivalled  situation.  Family 
Hotel  for  long  or  short  stay.  Siauitary  arrange¬ 
ments  English.  Hydraulic  Lift. 

Swiss  Manager -.■.10 JVS.  F.  MARTY. 
Cook’s  Coupons  accepted.  During  the  Season 
please  telegraph  for  Rooms. 


AVRANCHES. 

GRAND  iiOTEL  DE  FRANCE. 

riTHE  most  frequented  and  the  most  comfort- 
I_  able.  Good  Cooking.  Renoimed  Cellar. 
Cmnibiis  at  Station.  Comfortable  apartments 
for  families.  English  Papers.  Splendid 
Sculptures,  Louis  NVl.  Carriages  for  3Iont 
St.  Michel.  Cook’s  Tourists'  Hotel. 

EMILE  PINEA  U,  Proprietor. 


AMIENS. 

HOTEL  DE  FRANCE,  D’ANGLETERRE,  AND  DE  L’EUROPE. 

FIKST-CLASS  HOi  LL,  close  lorhe  Cathedral, the  M  iseum,  and  other  Public  Buildii  gs. 

Having  been  recently  newly  furnished,  it  offers  great  comfort.  Families  and  Single 
Gentlemen  accommodated  with  convenient  Suites  of  Apartments  and  Single  Rooms. 

Omnibus  at  tlie  Station.  English,  spoken. 

AMSTERDAM. 

AMSTEL  HOTEL 

THE  LARGEST  HOTEL  IN  THE  TOWN. 

Patronized  by  the  highest  class  of  English  Travellers 

STRONGLY  RECOMMENDED  TO  FAMILIES, 

Every  Modern  Comfort,  combined  with  Moderate  Prices. 

AMSTERDAM. 

BRACK’S  DOELEN  HOTEL. 

ITliST-CLASS  FAMILY  HOTEL  WITH 
EVERY  COMFORT. 
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ANDERMATT. 


Climatic  Summer  Health  Kesort,  St.  Gotthard,  1,444  metres  above  sea, 
f  of  an  hour  distant  from  Gdscheneii  (G.B.)  Railway  Station. 


ROUTE 


,  (  Schollenen  (Furka— Wallis  &  Grimsel). 

^  \  Teufelsbriicke  (Oberhalp— Coire). 


GRAND  HOTEL  AND  PENSION  BELLEVUE.  splendid  park  grounds.  Fitted 

and  furnished  according  to  all  modern  requirements.  150  Rooms  and  Saloons  with  Balconies 
and  VerandaUs.  Pleasant  Health  Resort. 


un-rn  nro-r  «  iin  a  mto  Tftiinio-rr  Favourite  house  for  travellers  and  guests 

HOTEL  RESTAURANTS  TOURISTE.  with  moderate  requirements.  Elegant 

Fate.  Munich  and  Warteck  beers  on  draught.  Glass  gallery.  Cheap  prices.  OMNIBUS 
and  carriage  at  the  Goschenen  Station.  Propr.  GEBR.  MULLFR  (from  Hotel  Furka). 


ANTWERP. 

HOTEL  DE  HOLLANDE. 

rpHIS  well-known  and  home-like  Hotel  is  situated  close  to  the  Quay,  the  Cathedral,  and  Plaiitin 
L  Museum,  and  is  two  minutes’  walk  from  the  "  Red  8tar”  offices.  It  is  highly  recommended 
for  its  great  comfort  and  Moderate  Charges.  Drawing  Room,  Sitting  and  Smoking  Rooms.  Table 
d’hote  from  5  till  7  at  separate  tables.  Baths  in  the  Hotel.  _•  jog.  STROOBANTS,  Propr. 


ANTWERP. 

HOTEL  ST.  ANTOINE. 

PLACE  VERTE,  OPPOSITE  THE  CATHEDRAL. 

^HIS  excellent  First-Class  Hotel,  which  enjoys  the  well- 
J-  merited  favour  of  Families  and  Tourists,  has  been  Newly  Furnished 
and  Decorated.  Great  Comfort,  Superior  Apartments,  and  Moderate 
Charges.  Elegant  Sitting,  Reading  and  Smoking  Rooms;  fine  Salle  a 
Manger^  excellent  Table  d’Hote  and  choice  Wines. 

English,  American,  and  French  Papers. 
BATHS  IN  THE  HOTEL. 


ARLES-SUR-RHONE  (France). 

GRAND  HOTEL  DU  FORUM. 

IMRST-CLASS,  the  largest  in  the  town.  Full  South.  Entirely  renewed  and  considerably 
enlarged.  Bath  Room.  Saloons.  Smoking  Room.  Antique  Annexe,  with  a  tower 
giving  a  splendid  view  of  the  country  (Rhone  and  Camargue).  Table  d’Hote.  Moderate 
charges.  English  spoken.  Omnibus  at  the  Station.  Telephone.  MICHEL,  Proprietor. 


AVIGNON. 

GRAND  HOTEL  d’EUROPE. 

I^HRST-CLASS  FAMILY  HOTEL.  Has  existed  for  more  than  a  century.  100  Rooms 
D  and  Sitting  Rooms.  Situated  full  South.  Entirely  restored  and  managed  again  by  the 
former  Proprietor,  since  the  1st  of  March,  1893.  lamilies  will  find  there,  as  beiore,  every 
comfort  at  moderate  terms.  English  spoken.  E.  VILLE,  Proprietress 


Murray’s  Handbook  to  Asia  Minor,  Transcaucasia,  Persia,  Ac. 

Al'i  ENTIRELY  NEW  WORK,  WITH  NUMEROUS  MAPS. 

Edited  by  Major-General  Sir  CHAS.  WILSON,  K.C.B., 

With  assistance  from  Sir  H.  Chekmside  ;  Mr.  D.  G.  Hogarth  ;  Professor  W.  Ramsat; 
Colonel  Everett,  C.M.G.  ;  Colonel  Harry  Cooper  ;  Mr.  Devet,  and  others. 

Crown  8 VO.  I8s. 


1900, 


MURRAY’S  HANDBOOK  ADVERTISER. 


5 


BADEN-BADEN. 


Baden-Baden.  Proprietor,  Mr.  FRANZ  GROSHOIZ 
q^HIb  18  one  of  the  finest-built  and  best-furnished  First-Class 
Hotels,  mam  front  with  Morning  Sun,  situated  in  the  new  Promenade 
opposite  new  General  Post  Office,  nearest  the  Kursaal  and  the  famous 
Frederic  Baths  and  Augusta  Baths;  it  commands  the  most  charming  views 
and  18  reputed  to  be  one  of  the  best  Hotels  in  Germany.  Principally  fre¬ 
quented  by  English  and  American  Travellers.  Highly  recommended  in  every 
respect,  very  moderate  charges.  Table  d’Hote  at  1  and  6  o’clock  English 
and  other  Journals.  Beautiful  airy  Dining-Rooms,  Ladies’  Drawing-Room 
Reading  &  Smoking-Rooms  Pension  in  the  early  &  latter  part  of  the  season! 

Mectric  Light.  Hydraulic  Lxft.  Bath  Rooms.  Sanitary  Arrangeme.nts  perfect. 

BADEN-BADEN 

Fipst-Class  Hotel,  nearest  Conversation 
House  and  Bathing*  Establish¬ 
ments.  Large  Park. 


Recently 
enlarged  by  40  quiet 
and  sunny  rooms  overlooking 
the  Park,  Central  Steam  Heating,  Hydraulic 
Lifts,  Electric  Light  throughout.  Charges  Strictly 
Moderate,  Pension.  A.  ROSSLER,  Proprietor. 

BADEN-BADEN. 

THE  MOST  BEAUTIFUL  AND  MOST  FASHIONABLE 

RESORT  IN  EUROPE. 


BADEN-BADEN  is  unrivalled  for  its  Summer  Climate,  deriving  its 
special  charm  from  its  picturesque  and  salubrious  situation  among  the 
lower  hills  of  the  Black  Forest.  Lovely  walks  and  drives.  International 
Races  and  Lawn  Tennis.  Good  Fishing,  Shooting,  and  various  other 
Sports.  Splendid  Conversation  House,  with  Concert,  Ball,  Reading, 
Restaurant,  and  Society  Rooms.  Excellent  Orchestra. 

THE  ESTABLISHMENT  IS  OPEN  THE  WHOLE  YEAR. 

Hot  Mineral  Springs,  specially  efficacious  for  the  Cure  of  Gout,  Rlieu* 
matism,  and  Disorders  of  the  Stomach  aud  Liver. 

NEW  GRAND  DUCAL  BATHING  £S7'/lfi/./S/yA/£/V7'5 

“THE  FREDERIC  BATHS”  &  “EMPRESS  AUGUSTA  BATHS.” 

Unique  for  its  Perfection  and  Elegance. 

Mineral,  Pine,  Mud,  and  Medicinal  Baths  of  every  description.  Perfect 
Sanitation.  Magnificent  Hotels  and  Villas.  Excellent  Educational 

Establishments.  English  Church. 

All  information  at  the  Bureau  of  the  “  Cure  Committee.’* 
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BADEN-BADEN. 

HOTEL  AND  BADHAUS  ZAHRfNGER  HOF. 

large  FIRST-CLASS  HOTEL  is  beautifully  situated  in  the 

T  inid«t  ot  a  large  Park,  near  t.hf-  Promenades,  Terraces.  &c.  Mineral  Baths,  Lilt ; 
Sanitary  Arrangemerils  perfect;  Pension;  Moderate  Prices. 

_ H.  BAYEB.,  WM.  and  E  GROSHOLZ, 

BADEN-BADEN. 

HOTEL  D’ANGLETERRE. 

TTIGHLV  liEPUTED  anii  well  patronised  Kirst  Class  FAMILY  HOTEL,  eomt'ining  every  modem  comfort 
with  moderate  churges.  Heautifnl  situation  in  the  most  elegant  part  of  Paden,  at  the  entrance  of  the 
Lichtenthal  Allee,  facing  Promenade,  Theatre,  and  Conversation  House.  Lift.  Baths.  I-arge  Garden, 
covered  '<estaurant  Terrace.  Electric  Liiiht.  Open  all  the  > ear.  Arranarements  (Winter  Pension). 

New  Propiietor,  Allol|»ll  DiCI-inii't-r,  formerly  Kurlaus,  Kreuznach,  and  Mena  House,  Cairo. 
Brunch  Hnusc' — Ui'lel  d’  AniiBterre,  Gfeneva  ;  Hutel  des  Anifnissadcnrs,  Mentmie. 


BASLE. 


Largest  First-Class  Family  House  at  the  Central  Station. 
FINEST  and  QUIETEST  SITUATION.  GARDEN. 
ELECTRIC  LIQHT  THROUQHOUT. _ STEAM  HEATINQ. _ LIFT. 

BALE. 

This  beautiful  FIRST-CLASS  ESTABLISHMENT  is  the  most  important  and  the  Pest 
situated,  opposite  the  Central  Station.  It  has  been  entirely  refurnished  and  fitted 
with  the  most  recent  improvements.  Vast  covered  Restaurant  Terrace,  Highlv 
recommended.  T.  rms  moderate.  HYDRAULIC  LIFT.  ELECTRIC  LIGHT. 
CENTRAL  HEATING. _ Managed  by  the  Proprietor,  E.  J.  GOETZINGrER. 

BASLE. 

THREE  KINGS  HOTEL. 

JARGEST  First-class  Family  Hotel  in  Basle,  in  a  quiet,  healthy,  and 
J  magnificent  situation  on  the  River  Rhine,  and  in  the  centre  of  the 
town.  Hydraulic  Lifts.  Electric  Liglit.  Omnibus  in  attendance  at  the 
German  and  Swiss  Railway  Station.  Proprietor,  c.  fluck. 


BASLE. 

HOTEL  BEllNERHOF. 

Finest  and  most  convenient  position  on  the 
ProHienudes,  n'-'ar  the  Ceoirai  St  tion. 
Comfortable  House.  Electric  Light, 
Moderate  Cl  arges. 

A,  Gbilenkibchen,  Proprietor, 

BASLE. 

HOTEL  SGHRIEDER  ZUM 
DEUTSGHEN  HOF. 

0PPOS1TL  the  Baden  Hail  way  Station. 

Comfortable  accommodation.  Moderate 
Charges  pj;  erne,  ProtrriBtor. 


BASLE. 

HOTEL  HOFER. 

Opposite  the  Central  and  Alsacian 
Station. 

C03IF0IITA  RLE  HOUSE. 
Moderate  Charges.  Central  Heating. 

G.  STOPFEL,  Proprietor. 

WHYMPER’S  GUIDE  TO 
CHAMONIX  AND  MONT  BLANC 

A  N»w  Edition,  With  66  Illustrations  and 
Maps.  Crown  8vo.,  3s.  net. 


London:  .Toiin  Murray,  Albemarle  St,W. 


BAY&UX. 

HOTEL  DU  LUXEMBOURG. 

Reputed  the  best.  Situated  in  the  centre  of  the  town,  close  to  the  Cathedral  and 
puoiii  build-ngs.  Breakfast.  2  fr.  50  c. ;  Dinner,  3  fr.  Rooms  from  2  fr.  Table  d’Hdte. 
Restaurant  a  la  Cane.  Garden.  Billiard-room.  Recreation  Ground.  Carriages  for 
xcursions.  ENGLISH  SPOKEN.  .. 
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BERLIN. 

HOTEL  DER  REICHSHOF. 

70a,  WILHELMSTRASSE,  70a  (close  to  the  Unter  den  Linden). 

FIRST-CLASS  HOTEL.  ELEGANT  HOME  for  FAMILIES. 

Arra-ng^ements  made.  Inclusive  terms. 

LEOPOLD  SCHWARZ,  Proprietor. 


BERNE. 

BERNERHOF  HOTEL. 

This  beautiful  First-class  Establishment  is  the  most  important  and  the  best  situated  in  the  Town,  at  two 
minutes’  walk  from  the  Station,  and  close  to  the  House  of  Parliament.  It  is  surronnded  by  a  beatitiful 
garden  with  a  large  terrace,  and  commands  a  full  view  of  the  Alp".  Its  puperior  interior  arrangements, 
the  comfort  of  its  Private  Apartments,  Public  Parlours,  Beading  Saloon,  etc,,  make  it  the  most  desirable 
residence  for  English  Families  and  single  Travellers,  Reduced  Prices  for  protracted  stays  and  in  VVinter 
season.  Lift.  Eleotrie  Light.  Billiard  Table.  KRAFT  &  SONS,  Proprietors. 


BIARRITZ. 

GRAND  HOTEL. 

Winter  and  Summer  Season. 


FIRST-CLASS  HOTEL  and  the  Most  Comfortable.  All  modern 
improvements  and  perfect  English  sanitary  arrangements. 


This  Splendid  and  spacious  establishment,  in  the  finest  situation 
of  the  Town,  facing  Sea  and  Baths,  is  patronised 
by  the  elite  of  the  English  Colony. 

LIFT.  ELECTRIC  LIGHT.  GARDEN.  LAWN  TENNIS. 
GOLF  LINKS.  BILLIARD  ROOM. 

GOOD  ACCOMMODATION  FOB  CYCLES. 


ENGLISH  CHURCH. 

— During  the  Winter  Season  the  terms  are  from  10  sh.  per  day  fOP  Room, 
Service,  and  3  meals.  Nothing  is  neglected  lo  secure  Visitors  every  possible 
comfort.  >siairca-es,  coi  ridors,  g  lleries,  and  reception  rooms  are  heated,  and  all 
private  rooms  are  carpeted, —  A  special  Omnibus  -meets  travellers  for  the 
Grand  Hotel  on  the  arrival  of  the  trains. 

Address:  Mr.  L.  M.  BERTHOUD,  Manager,  Gd.  Hotel,  Biarritz. 


BIARRITZ. 


HOTEL  YICTORI  A. 

Imj)erial  Grounds,  Grande  Blage. 

This  FIRST-CliASS  hotel  replete  with  all  the  latest  improvements.  Sanitary  Arrangeinents  by 
Doultou.  Fine  .situitiou  opposite  the  British  Club,  in  the  Ceniie  of  the  Best  Piomen^es, 


Doultou.  Fine  .situstiou  opposite  . —  -  ,  t  •  .  * 

near  Oolf  Links.  150  Rooms  Mini  Saloons  facing  tlie  Sea  and  Full  South.  Lift.  Electric.  Light, 
fere.  Lawn  Tennis.  Renowned  Cuisine.  Cariiages  of  all  kinds.  Moderate  Charge^ 


Calori 


j,  ForiyrEAiJ. 


'  BIARRITZ. 


FIRST  CLASS.  Unique  situation  facing  the  Sea.  La’ge  Garden.  Bath  Rooms  and 
Shower  Baths.  Billiard  and  Smoking  Rooms.  Lift.  Electric  l.i,iht.  Centre  of  the  I  own 
and  Promenades,  'the  comfon  of  ti  e  roonis  a-  d  the  caicful  attention  to  the  cuisine  and 
Rpi  vice  have  given  the  establishmeiit  a  wide  world  leputation. 

seivice  nave  given  C  MARCEL  CaMPAGNE,  Proprietor. 
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Ilfracombe,  and  Lynton. 

ROYAL  HOTEL. 

HIGH  CLASS. 


Overlooking  the  River 
Torridge  and  Old  Bridge. 


BIDEFORD. 

Central  for  the  whole  of  North  Devon,  Westward  Ho,  Clovelly,  Hartland,  Bude, 

Ilfracombe,  and  Lynton. 

Adjoining  the  Railway 
Station,  with  Private 
entrance. 

Superbly  furnished  and  lofty  rooms.  Ventilation  and  Sanitary  arrangements  perfect.  Continental 
Courtyard.  Finest  Stabling  and  Coach-bouse  In  Devonshire.  Delightful  Winter  Resort. 

A  portion  of  the  house  built  in  1688  by  an  old  merchant  prince  retains  its  magnificent  oak  staircase  and 
suite  of  rooms,  in  one  of  which  Charles  Kingsley  wrote  a  portion  of  “  Westward  Ho.” 

BIDEFORD. 

NEW  INN  FAMILY  HOTEL. 

The  Oldest,  Largest,  and  Princiral  Hotel  in  the  Town. 

Private  Sitting  Rooms,  with  excellent  views.  The  House  is  pleasantly  situated 
in  the  centre  of  the  Town,  overlooking  the  river  Torridge,  and  other  Hotels.  Has  recently  undergone 
extensive  additions  and  improvements.  It  is  well-known  for  its  superior  accommodation  combined  with 
moderate  charges.  Proprietor  of  and  Booking  Office  for  the  Clovelly  and  Bude  Coaches  in  connection  with 
the  L.  &  S.  W.  Railway.  Hot  and  Cold  Baths.  Billiards,  two  tables.  H.  ASCOTT,  Proprietor. 


'P'-Jr 


IrfiJri 


BLACK  FOREST. 

Splendid  summer-resorts  and  warering-places. 

SHORTEST  ROUTES 
Between  PARIS  (Exhibition)  and 
OBERAMMERGAU  (Plays). 

Ask  for  Illustrated  Guide  of  the 

“  Society  of  the  Black  Forest  Hotel 
Proprietors  ”  (258  members). 
CENTRAL  OFFICE  AT  HORNBERG. 


..  .OjCf-MuoK,:- 

■:’r.  *■ 


s.p . 


BLAIR  ATHOLL. 


ADJOINING  THE  STATION.  FIRST-CLASS  FAMILY  HOTEL. 

BLAIR  ATHOLL  is  much  tlie  nearest  ami  most  central  point  from  which  to  visit  Killiecrankie, 
the  Queen's  View,  Loch  Tumniel,  Rannoch,  Glen  Tilt,  Braemar,  the  Falls  of  Brnar,  Garry  Tum- 
mel,  and  Fender ;  the  Grounds  of  Bl.air  Castle,  etc. ;  and  it  is  the  most  convenient  resting  place 
for  breaking  tire  long  railway  .iourney  to  nnd  from  the  North  of  Scotland. 

D.  MACDONaLD  &  SONS,  Proprietors. 

GRAND  HOTEL  DE  BLOIS 

TTTZB  A.TJ  UXZEilR  OIG-LTOIT. 

CLOSE  TO  THE  CASTLE  OF  BLOIS. 

Highly  recommended  to  Strangers. 

VERY  COMFORTABLE  TABLE  D’HOTE  AND  RESTAURANT. 

Apartments  for  Families.  Stable  for  Motor  Cars  and  Cycles. 
Comfortable  Carriages  for  visiting  Chambord  and  the  Environs. 

Moderate  Charges.  Baths  in  the  Hotel.  Beautiful  Dining-room  in  Ulysse  Pottery. 


OMNIBUS  AT  THE  STATION. 


ENGLISH  SPOKEN. 


TELEPHONE. 


BORDIGHERA. 

ALBRECHT’S  .  .  . 

GRAND  HOTEL  BRITANNIQUE, 

Large  Garden.  Good  Cookery. 

Moderate  Prices. 


MURRAY’S  HANDBOOK  TO 

CONSTANTINOPLE.  BRUSA,AND 
THE  TROAD. 

Edited  by  General  Sir  Chaele.8  WilisON, 
R.E.,  K.C.B. 

With  12  Maps  aud  Plans.  Cr.  8vo.,  7s.  fid. 
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BORDIGHERA  (Riviera). 

THE  NEW  _ 

HOTEL  ROYAL 


Large  High-class  Hotel.  Full  South.  (Janleii.  Terraces.  Grand 
situation  on  elevated  gi'ound  connnanding  tinest  view  of  the  whole 
coast.  Llectric  Light.  Lilt.  Ilath-roonis  on  each  Hour.  Gorridors 
and  public  rooms  heated  by  steam.  Sanitation  certilied.  Every 
motlern  appliance.  KUNZLER  &  PALOMBI,  Proprs. 


HOTEL  D’ANGLETERRE 

Family  House.  Full  South.  Central  situation  in  a  tine  garden  near 
railway  station.  Electric  Light  throughout.  Known  tor  its  comfort 
and  good  cuisine.  Moderate  prices.  J.  KuNzmcn  (Swiss),  Manager. 

.1)/  Omnihu!<  for  the  tiro  EsfabUs/niiei/ts  meetn  nli  tnihr<  ot  Ifnrdo/hera  ond 
at  VeNthniijUa  Station  ij  requested. 


BOULOGNE-SUR-MER. 


FIRST  CLASS.  Recommended  to  Tourists.  Select  Company.  Situated  in  the  most 
Central  part.  Choice  Cuisine  and  Wines.  Arrangements  made  for  a  protracted  stay. 
Electric  Light.  Telephone.  Moderate  Charges. 


J.  BOUTON-DEPORT,  Proprietor. 

BOULOGNE-SUR-MER. 

Hotel  du  Pavilion  Imperial. 

The  only  Hotel  Facing  the  Sea.  Electric  Lift  and  liiGHT. 

VERMERSCH,  Proprietor.  Also  Proprietor  of  the  Imperial  Hotel, 
4,  Rue  Christophe  Colomb  (Chami)s  Elysees),  Paris. 

BOULOGNE-SUR-MER. 

HOTEL  OES  EAINS. 

Jlr.  L,  LLET,  Eroftriefor. 

jfl ItST-CLA.SS  IIOTEIj.  situated  on  the  Port,  facing  the  Railway  Station  and 
I  Steamers.  Near  the  Post  Oftlce  and  Casino.  Bath  Rooms.  Advantageous 
arrangements  made  for  a  stay. 


LA  BOURBOULE-LES-BAINS 
(France). 

GRAND  HOTEL  de  PARIS 

The  best  in  every  respect. 

Lift.  Electric  Light.  Telephone. 

Madame  LEQUIME,  Proprietress. 


LA  BOURBOULE-LES-BAINS 
^France). 

MEOICIS  &  PALACE  HOTEL 

Modern  Sanitary  Sy.‘<tem.  Very  comfortable. 
Electric  Light,  Telephone,  Lift,  Omnibus, 
Interpreter,  Baths,  <  a'orifere. 

A.  SENNEOY,  Proprietor. 
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BRUNSWICK. 

HOTEL  DEUTSCHES  HAUS. 

PROMINENT  Central  Location,  opposite  the  Dome  and  the  Castle 
Dankwarderode,  near  the  Residential  Palace  and  the  Theatre. 

FIRST-CLASS  HOUSE.  NEWLY  BUILT. 

Openly  situated  on  three  sides.  Fireproof. 

EVERY  MODERN  COMFORT.  MODERATE  TERMS. 

ROBERT  SCHRADER. 
BRUNSWICK.  ,  . 

SCHRADER’S  ,  HOTEL, 

(FORMERLiV  CISSEE.) 

OLD  RENOWNED  FIRST-CLASS  HOTEL. 

Every  Modern  Comfort.  Rooms  from  Mk.  2  upwards. 
HOTEL  CARRIAGE  AT  ALL  TRAINS. 

Direction,  W.  SCHWARZE  (previously,  Hotel  du  Nord,  Stettin). 

BRUSSELS. 

GRAND  HOTEL,  GERNAY. 

Close  to  the  Railway  Station  for  Ostend, 
Germany,  Holland,  Antwerp  and  Spa,  form¬ 
ing  the  Corner  ot  the  Boulevards  Bofanique 
et  du  Nord.  Moderate  charges.  Baths  in 
the  Hotel.  Telephone. 


BRUNIG. 

HOTEL  KURHAUS  BRUNIG,  PENSION 

3400  Peet  above  the  Sea. 
Railway  Station  between  Lucerne  and 
Interlaken. 

Comfortable  Hotel.  Modern  Sanitation. 
SPLENDID  HEALTH  RESORT. 


BUXTON  HYDROPATHIC 

BUXTON,  DERBYSHIRE. 

Telegraphic  Address,  “Comfortable,"  Buxton.  National  Telephone,  No.  5. 

Apply,  Mr.  H.  LOMAS. 

OITUAIED  over  One  Thousatid  Feetiabove  the  sea  level,  sheltered  from  the  north  and 
east,  overlooking  the  Public  Gardens,  and  close  to  the  celebrated  Mimral  Wells  and 
Baths.  Magiiillcent  Public  Rooms,  American  Elevator,  Electric  Light,  Hydropathic  Baths 
of  every  description,  Electric  Baths,  Massage,  Electro-Massage,  the  Nauheim  Treatment 
and  the  Greville  Hot  Air  Treatment. 

TENNIS,  GOLF,  HUNTING,  FISHING. 

CINDERELLA  DANCE  EVERY  SATURDAY  THROUGHOUT  THE  YEAR. 

CAEN.  ' 

HOTEL  D’AKGLETERRE, 

Rue  St.  Jean,  Nos.  77,  79,  81. 

IKST-CLASS.  Situated  in  the  Ceirreof  tlie  Town.  Beudezvous  of  the  best  Society. 
H  O  elegantly  Furnished  and  comfonahle  B<  d  Rooms  and  .sittitig  Rooms.  ‘Itreakfasts 
a  la  Carte.  I'ahle  d’Hdte  Breakfasts  at  3-franc8;  Dinner  at  fable  d’Hote,  4  francs.  Suites 
of  Apaitmeiits  for  Families.  Eiecb  ic  Light  throughout.  Bafhs.  Telephone. 
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CAEN. 

HOTEL  D’ESPAGNE. 

~C''IRST-CLASS.  Very  Comfortable.  Recommended  by  Baedeker’s 
T  Guide.  Moderate  Charges.  Breakfast,  2s.  3d.  :  Dinner,  2s.  Sd, ;  wine, 
cyder,  and  soda  water  included  :  Bedroom  from  2s.  The  Proprietor  speaks 
English  and  French  ;  he  is  a  IMember  of  the  Cyclists’  Touring  Club.  London, 
and  Touring  Club  of  France.  E.  RENAUX,  Proprietor. 

SHEPHEiiri  HOTEL. 

Patronized  by  Imperial  and  Royal  Families. 

This  world-famed  Establishment,  situated  in  the  most  healthy  and 
interesting  I'art  of  the  city,  combines  the  comforts  of  home  with  the 
luxury  of  the  finest  hotels  in  Europe. 

Rooms  and  Suites  of  Apartments  facing  full  south.  Private  Street 
Entrances.  Fire-places.  Hair  Dressing  Saloon.  Tenuis  Courts.  Branch 
Offices  of  the  Egyptian  Post. 

FIREPROOF  STAIRCASES.  ELECTRIC  LIGHT  THROUGHOUT 
THE  BUILDING.  HYDRAULIC  LIFTS. 

Drainage  and  Sanitary  Arrangements  on  the 
most  Modern  Principles. 

Fitted  up  by  Eminent  English  Engineers  and  approved  by  the  Sanitary 
Engineer  to  the  Egyptian  Government.  A  thick  layer  of  Hydraulic 
Concrete  preventing  humidity  and  noxious  emanations. 

The  surrounding  Gardens  and  Palm  Groves  are  the  Property  of  the  Hotel. 


Strictly  First-Class,  situated  full  South,  right  opposite  tlve  famous 
Esbekieh  Gardens.  Perfect  Sanitary  Arrangements.  Electric  Light 
throughout.  Charges  exceptionally  moderatti.  Evening  diess  for 

dinner  optional.  House  absolutelv  Iree  from  mosquitoes. 

C.  AQVILINA  (L..te  of  I’lios.  Gok  &  Sor.),  Proprietor. 

CANARY  ISLANDS. 

SANTA  CATALINA  HOTEL, 


T.As:  vAr.MAS. 


COMPAXY,  Limited,  1,  Laurence  Pountuey  Hill,  London,  L.e 


C  A  N  N  ES. 

HOTEL  ET  PENSION  DE  HOLLANDE  ET 
DE  RUSSIE. 

Hiph  position,  full  soutli,  in  a  magnificent  Park, 
16  minutes  from  tlie  Sea,  and  close  to  St.  Paul’s 
Church.  l  iam-Omidhus  to  and  fiom  the  Town. 
Electiic  Light.  Telephone.  Moderate  Charges. 
X.  11. — Sanitary  arrangements  are  perfect  and  with 
latest  inipioi  erneuts.  in  ADAM,  Proj)rtV((,r.  • 
Ja  bumtiirr — Gd.  HOl'liU  (jOESCU LNEN, 
at  (ioeschenen,  St.  Qothanl  Lirie. 


CANNES. 

Hotel  Pension  and  Villa  de  la  Tour. 

Well  situated.  West  end,  Cannes.  Highly 
recommended  and  considered  as  one  of  the 
most  comfortable  Family  Houses.  Arrange¬ 
ments  for  short  or  lo  g  stays.  Telei>hone. 
Tennis.  Flectric  Trams  to  and  from  the  Town. 

E.  BENZ,  iTopriefor. 
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CARLSBAD. 


BOHEMIA.  CARLSBAD.  Si 

Station  on  the  Buschtiehrader  Railway  and  the  Imperial  Austrian  State 
Railway.  Ordinary  services  from  all  the  large  towns  on  the  Continent. 
Express  and  Sleeping  Car  Services.  Trains  de  Luxe.  The  Orient 
Express  (Paris,  Constantinople)  ;  the  Ostend  Express. 

CARLSBAD  is  situated  in  a  romantic  Valley,  and  surrounded  by  extensive 
and  beautiful  Woods,  and  is  the  Premier  Alcaline  Mineral 
Bath.  Average  annual  temperature,  45*7°  F.  Average  summer 
temperature,  57 ' 2°  F. 

16  Mineral  Spring’s,  varying  from  97*8°  F.  to  163*6°  F.  The  Sprudel 
and  the  Mlihlbrunn  being  the  most  frequented. 


MAGNIFICENT  BATHING 

1899. 

ESTABLISHMENTS. 

50,453  BATHERS. 

THE  NEW  KAISERBAD 

125,000  TOURISTS  AND 

IS  THE  MOST 

REMARKABLE  IN  EUROPE. 

PASSING  VISITORS. 

The  Waters  of  Carlsbad  are  prescribed  for  disorders  of  the 
Stomach,  the  Intestines,  the  Spleen,  the  Liver,  the  Kidneys  and 
Urinary  Organs,  Hemorrhoids,  Gout,  Obesity,  Constipation,  and  (with 
great  success)  Diabetes. 

Four  Large  Bathing  Establishments,  fitted  with  the  latest  appli¬ 
ances,  are  under  the  control  of  the  Municipality.  Mineral  baths, 
soft-water  baths  and  shower  baths,  iron-mud  baths,  steam  and  needle 
baths,  electric  bath,  massage,  carbonic  acid  baths.  Swedish  hydro¬ 
pathic  and  medical  gymnastic  establishment  (Zander  system).  Bathing 
and  swimming  in  the  River  Eger. 


NUMEROUS  FIRST-CLASS  HOTELS 

AND  OVER  1,000  PENSIONS  &  VILLAS 

Replete  with  every  Modern  Comfort. 


Electric  Light  and  the  Incandescent  Light  system.  Separate  Water  Supply 
system  for  drinking  and  household  purposes.  Nearly  all  wood  and 
asphalte  paving.  Newly  constructed  drainage  system. 

Theatres,  Orchestral  and  Vocal  Concerts,  Military  Band,  Dancing, 
Riding  School,  Lawn  Tennis,  Horse  Races. 

A  network  of  charming  walks  and  drives  of  over  62  miles  in  the  mountains 
and  woods  surrounding  the  town,  affording  many  splendid  views. 

I/ifonnatiou  and  Descriptive  Pamj^thlet  on  application  to  the  Towyi  Council. 
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CARLSBAD. 


G olden er  Schild  and  Zwei  Deutsche  Monarchen. 


First-class  Hotel,  linest  })osition  iu  town.  200  Rooms  and  Saloons. 
Concert  Garden.  Large  Proinenade  Garden.  S])lendid  Dining-room 
with  extensive  glass  A^erandah.  Cate  with  Newspapers  in  every 
language.  \A  eekly,  two  concerts  the  Concert  Orchestra.  Baths. 
Electric  Light.  Lift.  Telephone.  Carriages.  Omnibus. 

F.  ROSCHER,  Prop  rietor, 

Court  Purveyor  of  the  Pi’ince  of  Sehaumburg-Lippe. 


CARLSBAD  (Bohemia). 


FIRST-CLASS  HOUSE, 

With  every  comfort  of  modern  times. 

IN  THE  BEST  PART  OF  THE  TOWN  AND  NEXT 
TO  THE  SPRINGS  AND  BATHS. 

EXCELLENT  TABLE.  LIFT.  ELECTRIC  LIGHT.  TELEPHONE. 

Telegrams :  KROH,  CARLSBAD. 


CARLSBAD. 

SAVOY  WEST-END  HOTEL 

Honoured  hy  H.R.II.  The  Prince  of  Wales,  H.I.H.  Grand  Duke  of  Russia, 

H.R.H.  Princess  of  Saxe  Cobury-Gotha,  H.H.  The  Khedive  of  Eyypt,  drc. 
'PHIS  HOTEL  is  constructed  and  fiUed  up  on  the  most  approved  princ'ples  of  modern 
I  higli-cla?>8  Hotels.  It  is  situated  on  the  Schlossberg  opposite  the  American  Park,  in  the 
healthiest  position  of  Carlsbad,  and  is  cimtral  to  all  the  differet  t  Springs.  First-class 
Restau'^ant,  Grill  Booti,  Ladies’  Saloon,  Reading  and  Smoking  Rooms.  Garden,  Vermdah, 
Terrace,  Electric  Light,  Lift.  The  new  Cleopatra  Villa  Annex  of  the  Hotel  is  beautiful ly 
furnished  and  arranged  in  large  and  small  apartments. 

AULICH  A-  NUXGOriCH 

((Connected  with  the  Savoy,  Continental  and  d’Aiigleterre  Hotels,  Cairo,  and  Grand  Hotel, 
Helouan,  and  Hotel  des  Bains,  Helouau,  Egypt). 

CARLSBAD. 

HOTEL  KONIGSVILLA 

AND  VILLA  TERESA. 

FIRST-CLASS  FAMILY  HOTEL,  prominent  central  location,  close  to 
the  Springs  and  Baths,  standing  in  its  own  grounds. 

DINING,  SMOKING,  AND  READING  ROOMS,  VERANDAH.  LIFT,  ELECTRIC 

LIGHT  THROUGHOUT,  BATHS. 

April  and  May,  August  and  September— Reduced  Prices. 

Telegrams Konigsvilla,  Carlsbad. 
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Opened  CARLSBAD  (BOHEM  I  a).  Opened 

"TsiT’  RESIDENZ  HOTEL, 

FIRS  r-CLASS  HOTEL  iu  the  centre  of  the  town,  opposite  the  “Sprudel  ”  and'near  the 
other  Springs,  in  place  of  the  old  Hot  1,  “3  Easaneu.”  Newly  built,  with  all  comfort. 
Electric  Light,  Steam  Heating,  Lift,  Telephone,  and  Baths.  Splendid  Dining  and  Cafe 
Saloons,  excellent  Table,  choice  Wines.  Open  Summer  and  Winter.  Omnibus  at  the 
Station,  Managed  by  the  Proprietor,  ANTON  WIESINGER. 

CARLSBAD. 

HOTEL  BRISTOL 

With  Dependanee,  VILLA.  VICTORIA. 

FIRST-CLASS  HOTEL,  best  location,  close  to  Springs  and  Batlis. 

Standing  in  its  own  grounds. 

MUCH  FREQUENTED  BY  ENGLISH  AND  AMERICANS. 

Dining,  Smoking  and  Reading  Rooms, 

VERANDAH.  LIFT.  ELECTRIC  LIGHT  THROUGHOUT.  BATHS. 

Telegrams “Bristol,  Carlsbad.” 


CARLSBAD. 


6IIIIND  HOTEL  POPP. 

Most  frequented  Frst-class  Hotel.  Rooms  at  all  prices. 
Spring  and  autumn  considerably  reduced  terms.  .  .. 

Address  for  Telegrams  :  PUPP,  CARLSBAD. 


CARLSBAD. 


HOTEL  -  NATIONAL. 

■^lO-^T  Beautifnl  I .ocation,  next  to  the  Springs,  Bath^  and  City  Park.  Resianrant  with 
Ai  Terr.ice  and  Verandali.  Beading,  Smoking  and  Card  Rooms,  paths-  Lifi.  Moderate 
Te.ma.  Umiilbiis  at  the  ataiion.  ADOLF  *  I  UtlNG  BR,  Proprietor. 

CARLSBAD. 

ANGER’S  HOTEL. 

This  FIRST-CLASS  HOTEL  otfers  special  comfort  to  English  and 

American  Travellers. 

OPEN  ALL  YEAR  ROUND.  CHARGES  MODERATE. 


ENGLISH  AND  AMERICAN  NEWSPAPERS. 

FIRST-CLASS  RESTAURANT.  Coffte  Room  and  American  Bar. 
Omnibus  at  the  Station.  Electric  Light.  Central  Heating  Apparatus. 

FRANCIS  ANGER. 
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CARLSBAD. 

ROSCHER’S  HOTEL. 

GOLDENER  SCHILD  AND  ZWEI  DEUTSCHE  MONARCHEN. 

1  UKST'-CLASS  HOTEL,  in  the  most  beautiful  location  of  the  town. 
J.  200  Rooms  and  iSaloons.  Concert  Garden,  large  Rromenade 
Garden.  Remai'kable  Dining  Saloon  with  large  Glass  Verandah. 
Coffee  Saloon  with  Newspapers  in  all  languages.  Concert  of  the 
Concert  Band  twice  a  week.  Baths,  Carriages,  Omnibus,  Electric 
Light,  Lift,  Telephone.  Railway  Ticket  Office  and  Ro3ud  Bavarian 
Custom  Revision  in  the  House.  F.  ROSCHER,  Hotelier. 

COMO. 


(On  the  border  of  the  Lake.) 

Magoificent  Palace,  built  for  the  purpose  of  an  hotel,  with  the  most  complete  comfort. 
(Opened  March,  1899.)  Very  reasonable  prices. 

r.  COLLEOXI,  I'rojn-ietoi'. 


COMO. 

GRAND  HOTEL  VOLTA 

VEliT  FIRST-CLASS  HOTEL. 

On  the  Boudeb  op  the  Lake. 
ROOM,  LIGHT,  &  ATTE.nDANCE, 
From  3  fran  cs. 


MURRAY’S  HANDBOOK  TO 

Holland  and  Belgium. 

18  Maps  and  Plans. 

6s.  21st  Edition. 


CONSTANTINE  (ALGERIA). 

THE  GRAND  HOTEL. 

Finest  and  most  Central  Position  in  the  Town.  Com¬ 
pletely  Renovated.  Magnilicent  Dining  and  Reception 
Rooms  -to  seat  300  peoiile.  Baths  and  relepboue  in  the 
Hotel.  Interpreter  and  Omnibus  to  every  Train.  Noted 

C.  LEGEY,  Proprietm-. 

CONSTANTINOPLE. 

GRAND  HOTEL  DE  LONDRES. 

KtOTEIL  BRISTOI... 

GRAND  HOTEL  D’ANOLETERRE  &  ROYAL 

{,T.  MISSIBIE). 

HOTEL  BYZANCE. 

All  thc^e  First-Class  Hotels  have  a  glorious  view,  and  are  replete  with 
every  modern  comfort.  Drainage  and  Sanitary  Arrangements  on  English 
Principles.  First-Class  French  and  English  Cuisine. 
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CONSTANCE  (Germany). 

INSEL  HOTEL  ON  THE  LAKE. 

One  of  the  most  curious  Hotels  in  Europe. 

Ancient  lX)minican  Convent,  with  beautiful  frescoes  from  the  12th  and  13th  century  au<i 
historical  reminiscences,  now  converted  into  a  large  Urst-Olass  Hotel.  300  Beds,  with 
every  comfort.  Electric  Light.  Lift.  Shady  Garden.  Fishing  and  Rowing,  etc. 

_ J.  A.  BRAUEN,  Manager. 

COPENHAGEN.  vestre  bou  LEVARD.  COPENHAGEN. 


j^’lRST-CLASS  HOUSE,  newly  built,  2  minutes  from  the  Terminus  and  Tivoli.  100 
I  comfortable  rooms  from  Kr.  2  upwards,  including  electiic  light  and  service.  Lilt. 
Excellent  Dinners  at  Kr.  2.  Baths.  Beautiful  Reading  Room,  Cafe  and  Restaurant. 
Porter  at  all  trains.  NIELSKN,  Director. 


COUTANCES. 

HOTEL  D’ANGLETERRE. 

Refurnished  with  every  comfort.  Re¬ 
commended  to  Families.  Moderate  Prices. 
Omnibus  meets  all  Trains.  Storage  for 
Cycles.  BRIENS,  Proprietor. 


DINANT-SUR-MEUSE. 

HOTEL  DE  LA  TETE  D’OR. 

ALEXIS  DISIKRE,  Proprietor. 

P IRST-CLASS,  upon  the  GRAND  PLACE. 
^  Is  to  be  recommended  for  its  comfort. 
Pension  from  8  or  9  francs  per  day. 


DIEPPE. 

XXOVXSX. 


Facing  the  Beach,  close  to  the  Bathing  Establishment  and  the  Parade. 
TT  IS  THE  MOST  IMPORTANT  ESTABLISHMENT  AND  ONE 

L  OF  THE  MOST  PLEASANTLY  SITUATED  HOTELS  IN  DIEPPE,  commanding 
a  beautiful  and  extensive  View  of  the  Sea.  Families  and  Gentlemen  visiting  Dieppe  will 
find  at  this  Establishment  elegant  Large  and  Small  Apartments,  and  the  best  of  accom¬ 
modation,  at  very  reasonable  prices.  Large  Reading  Room,  with  French  and  English 
Newspapers.  The  Refreshments,  &c.,  are  of  the  best  quality.  In  fact,  this  Hotel  fully 
bears  out  and  deserves  the  favourable  opinion  expressed  of  it  in  Murray’s  and  other 

Guide  Books.  LARSONNEUX,  Proprietor. 

Table  d'Hdte  and  Private  Dinners.  The  only  Hotel  in  Dieppe  with  a  Lift. 


DIEPPE. 

On  the  Beach,  fronting  the  Sea. 

FIRST-CLASS  HOTEL.  Salle  a  Manger  on  the  Terrace 

overlooking  the  Sea. 

Most  Comfortable,  with  Moderate  Prices. 

Arrangements  made  with  Families.  Baths  in  the  Hotel.  Table  d’Hote. 
Restaurant  a  la  Cai  te.  Telephone.  Electric  Light.  Lift. 

G.  DUCOUDERT,  Proprietor. 


DIN’jR.RD  (Ille  et  Vilaine). 

MAISON  ROUGE,,  p.M.TnrHrsM,T„. 

BANKER,  HOUSE  AGENT,  and  TEA  and  WINE  MERCHANT. 

This  Establishment  is  specially  founded  for  English  and  Americans. 

All  Enquiries  will  receive  prompt  attention,  and  a  Descriptive  Circular  will  be  sent  Gratis. 
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DINARD. 


10  HouvH  from  Sottf/tampfon 
( via  Saint^M<ilo ). 

The  Most  Fashionable  Summer  and  Winter  Resort  in  the 
WEST  OF  FRANCE.  Noted  for  its  Mild  Climate  in  Winter. 

GOLF,  TENNIS,  CRICKET.  CYCLING,  ETC. 

JOHN  LE  COCQ,  Banker,  House  and  Estate  Agent. 

DINARD.  IS?  DINAN-PARAME. 


Lift. 


DRESDEN. 


Electric  Light. 


s 


BISMARCKPLATZ,  7,  near  the  central  station. 

PLENDID  situation  in  the  Engli-sh  Quarter,  Greatly  patronised  by  English  and  American  families. 
Every  home  comfort.  Rooms  from  2  marks,  everything  included.  Pension  arrangements. 

G.  WENTZEL,  Proprietor. 


i>  xj  B  iL.  r  N. 

Chartniiig  sitnatio7l,  overlooking  Stephen's 
Green  Park.  Most  Central  Position. 

Moderate  Charges. 


HOTEL. 

Electric  Light.  Hydraulic  Passenger  Elevator. 


ENGELBERG. 

THE  VALLEY  OF  ENGELBERG  (3200  ft.  high),  near  Lucerne. 

Season  15th  May— 30th  September. 

HOTEL  SONNENBERG. 

The  property  of  Mr.  H.  HUG.  Summer  stay  unrivalled  by  its  grand 
Alpine  scenery.  Clear  bracing  air,  equable  temperature.  Recommended  by  the  highest 
medical  authorities.  The  HOTEL  SONNENBERG,  in  the  finest  and  healthiest  sitnation 
facing  the  Titlis  and  the  Glaciers,  is  one  of  the  most  comfortable  and  best  managed  hotels 
in  Switzerland.  Lawn  Tennis  Ground.  Excellent  and  central  place  for  sketching,  boten- 
istng,  and  the  most  varied  and  interesting  excursions.  The  ascent  of  the  Tltlis  is  best 
made  from  here.  Shady  Woods.  Vapour  and  Shower  Baths.  Waterspring  6®  R.;  200  Rooms. 
Pension  from  £2  6s.  a  week  upwards.  Because  of  its  so  sheltered  situation  specially  adapted 
foe  a  ofay  in  May  and  June.  Resident  English  Physician. 


C 
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ENGELBERG,  SWITZERLAND. 

KURHAU8  HOTEL  AND  PENSION  TITUS. 

T^IRST-CLASS  hotel,  best  situated  in  the  valley,  in  the  middle  of  an 
J  extensive  garden.  240  Beds.  Large  sitting-rooms.  Lift.  Electric 
Light  in  all  the  rooms.  English  Chapel  in  the  garden.  Good 
attendance.  Moderate  charges.  Cook’s  tickets  taken.  Open  from  1st  May 
until  1st  October. 

GRAND  HOTEL  AND  KURANSTALT. 

This  new  first-class  Hydropathic  Establishment  with  250  Beds,  two  Lifts, 
Electric  Light  in  all  the  rooms,  Central  Heating,  opposite  to  the  Hotel  Titlis, 
will  be  open  on  the  15th  May.  The  building  is  fitted  up  to  the  most  recent 
hygienic  principles.  The  various  medical  appliances  fulfil  the  utmost 
demands  of  modern  science  and  furnish  everything  necessary  for  hydropathic, 
mechanical  and  electric  treatment.  For  illustrated  prospectus  and  tariff 
please  apply  to  the  Proprietor,  Ed.  CATTANI. 

ENGELBERG,  SWITZERLAND. 

HOTEL  AND  PENSION  NATIONAL. 

FIRST-CLASS  HOTEL.  150  BEDS. 

Electric  Light.  Bath  Rooms  on  every  Floor.  Pension  from  Seven  Francs 

a  day  and  upwards 

FRAU  DR.  MULLER,  Proprietor. 

ENGELBERG,  SWITZERLAND. 


WELL  KNOWN  HOTEL  WITH  GOOD  ACCOMMODATION,  CONTAINING  100  BEDS. 

Conversation  Saloon,  Reading  and  Smoking  Rooms.  Electric  Light.  Baths.  Pension  : 
6i  to  8  frs.  a  day,  everything  included.  Reduced  prices  in  June  and  September. 


Omnibus  at  Railway  Station.  FPZ.  WYRSCH-CATTANI,  Manager, 


BATH-EMS. 

THE  “FOUR  TOWERS” 

Family  Hotel  and  Bath.  House. 
Beautifully  situated  in  centre  of  Kurpark,  sur¬ 
rounded  by  large  Garden.  Directly  communi¬ 
cating  with  Royal  Mineral  ^ath  House,  opposite 
Heyer’s  Inhaling  Establishment.  Comfortably 
furnished  Rooms  from  2  Marks  unward.  Sani¬ 
tary  aiTangements  perfect.  E.  BECKER. 
Dependence:  Villa  Becker,  VictoriaAllee,  No.  4. 


MURRAY’S  HANDBOOK 
TO  IRELAND. 

Fifth  Edition. 

With  l9_Maps  and  Plans.  9s, 


EXETER,  DEVONSHIRE. 


POPLE’S  NEW  LONDON  HOTEL. 


Patroni.skd  by 

H.R.H.  The  Prince  op  VVales  ani>  T.R.H.  The  Duke  and  Ddcuess  of  York. 


A  DJOINING  Northernhay  Park  and  near  the  Cathedral.  Large 
covered  Continental  Courtyard.  Famed  for  its  Cuisine  and  Wines. 
Table  d’Hote.  Night  Porter.  Hotel  Omnibuses  and  Cabs, 


POSTING  ESTABLISHMENT. 
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MURRAY’S  HANDBOOK  TO  EGYPT. 

CAIRO,  THEBES,  THE  SUEZ  CANAL,  SINAI,  THE  COURSE  OF  THE 
NILE  FROM  DONGOLA,  &e.,  &c. 

Edited  by  Miss  BRODRICK  and  Professor  SAYCE,  with  the  assistance  of  d's- 
tinguished  Kgyptolog  sts  and  Officials.  With  many  New  Maps  and  Plans.  Cr.  8vo.,  l.5s. 


FRANKFORT-ON -THE- MAIN. 


Opposite  the  Central  Railway  Station. 
FIRST-CLASS  HOTEL. 

Lift.  Electric  Light.  Steam  Heating. 


K.  FRANK,  Proprietor. 

FRAN  KFORT-ON-THE- MAIN. 

HOTth 

(OPPOSITE  THE  CENTRAL  RAILWAY  STATION.) 

FIRST-CLASS  FAMILY  HOTEL. 

Moderate  Charges.  Tariff  in  Every  \Room. 
ELECTRIC  LIGHT.  LIFT. 

H.  HABER  LAND,  Proprietor. 


FRANZENSBAD. 


106-108,  SALZQUELLSTRASSE. 


EWEST  LARGE  HOTEL  and  PENSION,  with  elegant  Dining  and  Reading  Rooms. 
0"n  Park,  with  Lawn  Tennis  Gronnd.  Patronised  by  Members  of.Impeiial  and 
Royal  Families,  and  by  the  Aristocracy. 

- Under  personal  Management  of  the  Proprietor,  T.  F.  KOPP. 


MURRAY’S  HANDBOOK  TO 

AIN. 

;  By  RrcHAKD  Foep. 

With  60  carefully  drawn  Mans  and  Pla^s  of 
Towns  and  Buildings.  2  Vols.  8vo.  iOs. 


FREUDENSTADT.  {2,600  feet  above  sea.') 


RATt^WAT-LTNE  STUTTGART,  OFFENBUBG,  STRASBURG. 


IRST-CLASS  HOTEI;,  in  most  healthy  po‘»ition  on  a  charming  hill,  in  the  middle  of  a 
beautiful  Pa'k.  Electric  L  ght.  Lawn  Tennis.  Sanitary  Arrangements  Perfect. 
Be.st  centre  for  excursions.  ERNEST  LUZ,  Junior,  Proprietor.  • 


GENEVA. 

GRAND  HOTEL  DE  LA  PAIX. 

THIRST-CLASS,  200  Rooms,  central  and  finest  situation  in  front  of  the 

J-  Lake  and  Mont  Blanc.  Entirely  Renewed.  Central  Heating.  Every  Modern  Comfort. 

FRED  WEBER,  Proprietor  and  Manager. 
Telegraphic  Address ;  “  Hotel  Paix,  Geneva.” 


FREIBURG  (in  Breisgau,  Baden). 

HOTEL  VICTORIA. 

Near  the  Station,  Post,  and  Telegraph 
Offices.  Best  Situation.  Good  Attendance. 
Moderate  Charges.  Pension. 
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GENEVA. 

HOTEL  PENSION  VICTORIA 

(FORMERLY  HOTEL  FLAEGEL) 

Finest  situation,  near  the  English  Garden.  Splendid  view  of  the  Lake  and  the  Alps. 
Moderate  Charges.  Electric  Light.  Omnibus  at  the  Station.  Lift.  Baths. 

CENTEAL  HEATING.  .MKSS,  J’roprietoi*. 


GENEVA. 

HOTEL  PENSION  FLEISCHMANN 

Rond  Point  de  Plainpalais. 

Near  the  Bastion  Park.  Fine  situation. 
MODERATE  CHARGES. 
Ei.ecteig  Light.  Baths. 


MURRAY’S  HANDBOOK  TO 
SWEDEN. 

Stockholm,  Upsala,  Gothenburg, 
The  Lakes,  The  Shores  of  the 
Baltic,  &c. 

3  Maps  and  Plan.  6th  Edition.  6s. 


ITALY.  GENOA.  ITALY. 

Hotel  Continental  des  Etrangers. 

Five  minutes  IVoui  Railway  Station  and  llarb  ur.  Close  to  Thomas  Cook  and  Sun’s  and 
to  North  German  Lloyd  Offices.  Steam  Heating,  Electric  idght.  Lift,  Railway  Buoking 
Office.  .American  or  European  Plan  for  Transient  Guests.  Tariff  posted  in  each  room. 
Telegraphic  Address  :  “  Etrangers,  Genoa.”  M  EL  A  NO  BROS.,  Proprietors. 


THE  HAGUE  (Holland;. 

XEEO’^IESXji  3DX3S  XmiDDBIS. 


HOTEL  DE  LUXE.  I  HOTEL  DE  LUXE. 
rpHE  First  and  Largest  in  the  Town.  Entirely  llefurnished.  In  the 
J-  centre  of  the  town  and  facing  the  Royal  Theatre.  Two  minutes  from 
the  Wood.  Electric  Tramway  for  Scheveningen  passes  the  Hotel.  Electric 
Light.  Intercommuual  Telephone,  Splendid  Saloons  and  Apartments 
with  every  modern  comfort.  Baths  and  Hair-dressing  Saloon  in  the  Hotel. 
English  Sanitary  System.  Doctor  attached  to  the  Hotel.  Carriages  and 
Riding  Horses.  Excellent  Cuisine  and  choice  Wines.  Concert  at  Dinner. 
Elegant  Hall  and  Saloons  for  Soirees  and  Balls.  Moderate  Prices.  Omnibus 
meets  every  train.  HALLER,  Director. 


HAVRE. 

HOTEL  D’ANCLETERRE, 

RTJE  DE  PARIS,  124-126. 

L'' XCEEDIXGLY  ^vell  situated  in  the  he.st 
Xj  ipiarter  of  the  T’own  and  recommended  for 
its  Comfort  and  Aloderate  Charges.  Rooms 
from  2  to  0  francs.  Restaurant  ii  la  Carte. 
Table  d'hote.  Breakfast,  2  fr.  50  c.  Dinners,  3frs, 
English  and  German  spoken.  / 

GRELLE,  Proprietor. 


HAVRE. 

HOTEL  CONTINENTAL 

First-Class  Hotel  in  the  finest  situation  in 
Ha\'re,  facing  the  .Jetty.  Large  and  small 
apartments,  Table  d’hote.  Restaurant  a  la 
carte.  English  spoken.  Telephone  226. 

Vve.  BLOUET  &  FILS. 


HEIDELBERG, 

HOTEL  YICTOKIA. 


First-Cluss  Hotel  in  every  respect.  Exceedingly  vrell  situated. 

Beautiful  Verandah  and  large  Garden  at  the  back  of  the  House. 
.Ldvantageous  arrangements  made  with  families  intending  a  longer  stay. 

Highly  I’ecommended. 


HEIDELBERG. 

HOTEL  SCHRIEDER. 

LTRST-CLASS  Hotel,  nearest  to  the  Station.  Large  Garden  w  th  covered  Verandah. 
I  All  Visitors’  Rooms  face  the  Garden.  Oldest  Hotel  in  the  town,  entirely  renovated . 
Rooms  from  2*50  to  5  marks,  including  light  and  a' tendance.  Arrangem'-nts  made  for 
prolonged  stay.  q  SUTTERLIN,  new  Proprietor. 
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HILDESHEIM. 

HOTEL  D’ANGLETERRE. 

FJ  nST-  CL  A  SS  no  (S  E, 

Situated  in  the  Centre  of  the  Town.  Baths  in  the  house. 
Oiunibus  at  the  Station.  Central  Heating  Apparatus.  50  Rooms 
and  Saloons,  fitted  up  with  every  comfort  of  modern  times. 
FiUglish  neAVspapers.  C.  HEERDT. 

AN  IDEAL  POSITION. 

X  X.  F  K.  ^  O  O  B  DES  HOrCBXji. 

THE  PRINCIPAL  AND  ONLY  HOTEL  ON  THE  SEA  SHORE. 

'■pHE  Finest  Private  Marine  Esplanade  in  the  Kingdom.  Unrivalled  Sea  Fronlmje  and  open  Siirroundinije, 
Orotindt,  Five  Aeres.  250  Aparlmenis.  l.awn  Tennis.  Croquet  Lawn.  Elegant  SaUe  k  Manger.  Drawing. 
Reading,  Smoking  and  Billiard  Rooms,  and  Sumptuous  Lounge  Hall  on  the  Ground  Floor.  Passenger 
Lift  Moderate  Tariff.  There  is  attached  to  the  Hotel  one  of  the  Largest  Swimming  Baths  in  the  United 
Kingdom  (the  temperature  of  which  is  regulated).  .Mso  well-appointed  Private  Hot  and  Cold  Sea  and 
Fresh  Water  Baths,  Douche,  Shower,  &c.  II.  R.  GROVER,  Manager. 

The  Ilfrarambe  Hotel  Co.,  Ltd.  To  whom  all  communications  should  be  addressed. 

ILFRACOMBE. 


FIRST-CLASS  B0AR0IN3  HOUSE  WITH  MAGNIFiCENl  SEA  VIEWS. 

42  BEDROOMS.  BATHS.  BALCONIES.  BILLIARDS. 


Finest  l>rn>viii$:  Kooiu  in  Town. 

Special  Sanitary  Certificate. 


ICI.IOir  <;ni<te  t.ratis. 

W.  R.  FOSTER,  Proprietor. 


HOMBURG. 

IC  t  rilW  4I)F 

GERMANY. 

liITTER'S  PARK  iloTEL  AND  VILLA. 
J  1  Temporary  Residetice  of  11 .  K.  II.  the  Prince 
of  Wales.  Arrangements  made  at  reduced 
lu-ices  in  April,  May,  .lune  and  Septeinher. 
2.5  per  cent.  Discount  for  sick  a  ml  wounded 
officers  and  their  wives. 


INTERLAKEN. 

Schweizerliof—  Hotel  Suisse. 

Finest  Views.  First-Class,  Lift. 

Personally  conducted  by  the  Proprietors, 

E.  STRUBIN  &  WIRTH. 


INTERLAKEN, 


RUGEN  HOTEL,  JUNGFRAUBLICK. 

Xot  to  he  confounded  with  HOTEL  .JUNGFRAU. 

Hiirhly  respected  and  fashionable  First-class  Family  Hotel.  Situated  in  the  highest  and 
healthiest  part  of  Interlaken.  Beautiful  views  of  the  Glaciers  and  the  Lakes.  Very  quiet 
position.  Dustfree.  Exteiusive  walks  in  a  large  fir-tree  forest.  Lift.  Electric  Light  in  all 
the  rooms.  Open  from  Alay  to  October.  J.  OESCH-MLILLER,  Proprietor  and  Manager. 

Branch  House,  Winter  Season,  Conti iieutal,  Cannes. 


INTERLAKEN. 


Grand  Hotel 
Metropole. 


ISCHL  (Austria). 

(SALZKAMEROUr.) 

HOTEL  GOLDEflES  KREUZ. 

Facing  the  Imperial  Villa.  Dlost  favourably 
known  Hotel. 

Fred.  EDLINGER,  Proprietor 

( N atiiraliy.ed  Eiigli.sh  Subjectl. 


INTERLAKEN. 

GRAND  HOTEL  DES  ALPES. 

200  BEDS.  Opposite  the  Jungfratr,  on  the  Principal  Promenade  ( Hdheweg), 
First-class  Family  Hotel.  Moderate  Terms.  Personally  condncted  by  the 
Proprietor — T.  MATTI. 
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Thirty-one  hours  from  London,  via  Arlberg,  to  Innsbruck.  Through  tickets 
and  luggage  registered  through.  Twenty-three  hours  from  Paris. 


HOTEL  TYROL 


FIRST-  CLASS 
HOTEL, 

(Opposite  the  Railway  Station.) 


CARL  LANDSEE, 

Proprietor. 


The  beautiful  and  sheltered 
sitnation  of  INNSBRUCK  renders 
it  a  very  agreeable  place  of  resi¬ 
dence  all  the  year  round.  In 
spring  as  well  as  in  autumn  it  is  especially 
to  be  recommended  as  a  stopping  place 
between  the  different  watering  places. 
It  is  also  to  be  recommended  after  a 
sojourn  at  the  sea-side. 

Innsbruck  is  the  centre  from  which 
many  splendid  excursions  can  be  made 
in  every  direction,  and  of  any  length. 
Attractive  walks  in  the  immediate  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  the  town  and  the  different 
elevations.  ■ 

The  climate  in  Winter,  dry,  strenythening, 
sunny,  free  from  cold  winds  and  fogs,  has 
attracted  many  visitors  of  late  years,  and 
among  those  who  have  found  the  greatest 
relief  are  weak,  convalescent,  nervous, 
appetiteless,  and  sleepless  persons. 

N.B.— University,  Grammar,  Music,  and 
other  schools.  Private  Lessons  of  every 
kind  are  available,  so  that  studies  can  be 
continued  and  the  education  of  children 
carried  on. 


HOTEL  KREID. 


(Next  the  Station.) 


HOTEL 

GOLDENE  SONNE 

(Opposite  the  Station.) 

FIRST-CLASS  HOTEL. 

RENOWNED  FOR  ITS  SUPERIOR 
CUISINE  AND  WINE. 

“Restaurateur”  of  the  South 
Railway  Station. 

CARL  BEER,  Proppietop. 


SECOND  CLASS, 


RICHLY  ILLUSTRATED  GUIDES  of  INNSBRUCK  sent  on  application,  by  the 
Proprietors  of  above  Hotels,  free  of  charge. 


HOTEL 

DE  LEUROPE. 


First-Class 

Establishment. 


Affords  every  Modern  Comfort. 

Electric  Light  in 
Every  Room. 

STEAM  AND  OTHER  BATHS. 
Anton  Hanreich,  Proprietor. 


The  above  Hotel  offers  Pension 
at  the  most  moderate  terms  for 
the  Winter  Season,  according  to 
rooms,  from  fl.3  upwards,  rooms 
included. 
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INTERLAKEN. 


GRAND  HOTEL 

Victoria. 

First-class.  Unrivalled  for 
its  great  comfort.  350  Rooms. 
20  Saloons.  Electric  Light 
throughout.  Central  Heat¬ 
ing*.  Lawn  Tennis  Grounds. 
Concerts.  Balls.  First-class 

Restaurant. 

ED.  KTJCIITI,  Adminidrateur- 


GRAND  HOTEL 

Jungfrau. 

First-class.  Electric  Light 
throughout.  2  00  Rooms. 
10  Saloons.  Rooms  from- 
Three  Francs.  First  -  class 

Restaurant.  Grill-room. 

ED.  SEILER,  Manager. 


MURRAY'S  Handbook  to  india  and  ceylon. 

INCLUDING 

Bengal,  Bombay  and  Madras,  the  Panjab,  N.-W.  Provinces, 
Rajputana,  the  Native  States,  Assam,  Cashmere,  and  Burma. 

WHth  55  Maps  and  Plans  of  Towns  and  Buildings.  3rd  Edition,  in  One  Volume,  20s. 


MURRAY’S  HANDBOOK  TO 

CENTRAL  ITALY. 

FLORENCE,  LUCCA,  TUSCANY,  ELBA,  UMBRIA,  THE  MARCHES,  etc 

12tb  Edition. 

Almost  entirely  re-written  by  the  Rev.  H.  H.  JEAFFRESON,  M.A. 

With  New  Maps  and  Plans.  Crown  8vo.  9s. 
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KOPENHAGEN. 

HOTEL  KdNIG 


KOPENHAGEN. 


VON  DANEMARK. 


FIRST-CLASS  HOTEL. 


With  100  elegantly  furnished  Rooms  aud  Salons  from  Kr.  2  upwards.  Preferred  by  the 
travelling  public  because  ot  its  central  and  open  location  cn,rerlooking  ihe  King’s  Square. 
In  the  Hotel  large  newly  furnished  only  VIENNA  CAFE,  with  Restaurant  and  Con¬ 
fectioner’s  Shop,  in  Summer  with  Tables  and  chairs  in  the  open  air.  Large  selection  of 
German,  French  and  English  Newspapers.  German  Waiters.  Moderate  Prices.  Electric 
Light.  Lift.  Table  d’hote  at  4  o’clock.  Sample  Rooms  for  travelling  salesmen.  Latest 
Sanitary  Appliances.  Hotel  Omnibus  at  the  Railroad  DepSt. 

R.  KLUM,  Proprietor. 


Murray's  Handbook  to  South  Italy. 

P.via’  J. -NAPLES,  POMPEII;  SORRENTO;  CAPRI;  AMALFI,  PAISTUM, 
'I'ARANTO,  BARI ;  BRINDISI,  &c.  With  ] 0  Maps  and  Plans.  6s.  9th  Edition. 

Part  II.— SICILY,  PALERMO,  SYRACUSE,  &c.  With  9  Maps  and  Plans.  6s. 
9th  Edition. 


MURRAY’S  HANDBOOK  TO  JAPAN. 

FIFTH  EDITION. 

By  BASIL  HALL  CHAMBERLAIN  and  W.  B.  MASON. 

With  28  Maps  and  Plan.  5th  Edition.  20s. 

KISSINGEN.  SPA. 


ClOMPLETELY  Reconstructed  and  Renewed.  English  and  American  Residence. 

J  Only  Hotel  in  Kissingen  with  Electric  Light  in  every  room.  Electric  Lift, 
Excellent  Sanitary  Arrangements.  Baths.  Large  Garden.  Fine  Open  Situation  opposite 
the  Springs  and  Cur  Garden.  140  Pvooms. 

KREUZNACH. 

HOTEL  ORANIENHOF  (First  Class). 

[^■’INEST  Situation  in  its  own  extensive  grounds;  a  well  known  and  extensively  patronised 
Establishment.  Visited  by  Royalty.  Every  English  comfort.  Electric  Light,  Lift, 
Lawn  Tennis.  Conversation,  Reading  and  Billiard  Rooms.  Mineral  Baths. 

MODERATE  CHARGES. 

H.  D.  ALTEN  (formerly  at  Meurice’s,  Paris). 


LAIRG. 

UNDER  NEW  MANAGEMENT. 

Sutberlanb  Hrms  Ibotel 

R  C3-. 

of  Strome  Ferry  Hotel),  Proprietor. 


LAUSANNE  (Switzerland). 

GRAND  HOTEL  RIGHE-MONT. 

■pmST-CLASS  HOTEL.  Splendidly  situated. 
T  Large  gardens.  Beautiful  view.  Lift. 
Baths.  Electric  Light.  Reduced  pension  prices 
during  the  winter  season.  Write  for  tariff  and 
illustrated  pamphlet,  post  free. 


WILLIAM  WALLACE  (late 
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LISBON. 

BRAGANZA  HOTEL. 

f  I 'ills  FIRST-CLASS  well-known  FAMILY  HOTEL,  lately  renovated  by  the  Royal 
I  House  of  Braganza,  aud  fitted  up  by  the  new  Proprietor,  ViCTOii  C.  Sassktti,  is 
highly  recommeudable  for  its  large,  airy,  aud  comfortable  Apartments,  couunaiiding  the 
most  extensive  and  picturesque  views  of  the  River  Tagus,  as  well  as  of  Lisbon.  Superior 
Cuisine  aud  carefully  selected  Wines. 


LISBON. 

HOTEL  DURAND  (English  Hotel) 

LARGO  no  QVINTBLLA. 

FIRST  CLASS  ESTABLISHMENT. 

Situated  in  the  must  central  jiart  of  the  Town. 
Higlily  recommended  for  its  comfort  and  moderate 
ciiaiges.  Reatliiig  Bo<jm.  Several  languajes  siioken. 


LUGANO-CT.  TESSIN. 

(SWITZERLAND.) 

HOTEL  METROPOLE 
VILLA  ENDERLIN.  Lift. 
HOTEL  LUGANO. 

A.  BROCCA,  Proprietor. 


T  OPARlVrri  'TERMINUS  of  the  GOTHARD 

V/«  RAILWAY  on  LAGO  MAGGIORE. 


BEST  STOPPING  PLACE  ON  THE 
ITALIAN  LAKES. 

Ti  Ill’s,  from  London.  17  hrs.  from 
Ihiris.  4  lirs.  from  Milan.  7  hrs. 
from  Genoa.  5  hr.s.  from  Lncerne. 


THE  GRAI^D  HOTEL 


OPEN  the  whole  year.  IMost  luxurious  and  comfortable  home  for  all 
the  seasons  in  Italy  or  Switzerland.  Patronised  by  all  the  Royal  Families.  Unrivalled 
situation  in  the  finest  climate  of  Europe ;  without  snow,  wind  or  fog,  but  with  plenty  of 
sunshine.  Entiv-ly  adapted  tor  winter  residence.  Pronounced  by  the 
body  Physician  of  H.M.  The  King  of  Bavaria  and  University — Prof.  Aloys  Maktin — to  be 
the  healthiest  and  best  All  Seasons  Resort.  Beautiful  walks  and  mountain  excursions. 
English  Church,  Doctor,  Society.  Lift.  Private  Steamer  and  Carriages  for  visitors. 
Exquisite  Cuisine.  Moderate  charges.  Electric  Light  in  every  room.  Golf. 


Messrs.  BAI.1.I,  Proprietors. 


LUCERNE. 

HOTEL  DU  LAC. 

FIRST-CLASS  HOTEL. 

Maguificent  Establishment,  recently  enlarged  by  a  New  Wing  of  100  Rooms. 
800  Beds.  Splendid  situation  on  the  Lake,  where  the  River  Reuss  issues  from 
it.  Next  to  the  General  Post  Ofiiee.  Close  to  the  Railway  Station  and  Steam¬ 
boat  Pier.  This  Establishment  has  every  modern  comfort.  Lift,  Electric 
Light,  Central  Steam  Heating.  Baths  de  Luxe,  open  from  7  a.m.  to  7  p.m. 
Beautiful  Marble  Vestibule  and  Staircase  in  the  Italian  Renaissance. 

PENSION  ARRANGEMENTS  FOR  A  LONG  STAY. 

OPEN  ALL  THE  YEAR  ROUND. 

Proprietors;  SPILLAIANN  d:  SICKEllT. 


LYNTON,  NORTH  DEVON. 

ROYAL  CASTLE  FAMILY  HOTEL. 

Patronised  by  the  English  and  Continental  Poyal  Families. 

FIRST-CLASS  HOTEL,  especially  favourite  and  attrac¬ 
tive.  Table  d’Hote.  Reading  and  Drawing  Rooms.  New  Smoking 
and  Billiard  Pavilions,  all  Facing  the  Sea.  Magnificent  Views,  and 
Ornamental  Grounds  of  Twelve  Acres.  ELECTRIC  LIGHTING. 

THOS.  BAKER,  Proprietor. 
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BEST  HOTEL  IN  FINEST  SITUATION, 

THE  GRAND  HOTEL. 

THE  MOST  POPULAR  AND  FASHIONABLE. 

The  Only  Motel  at  Lyons  conducted  on  English  Pcincijdes. 

MACOLIN  (Lake  of  Bienne),  Switzerland. 

V  through  BIJiNNB  (Jura-Simplou  Ry.)  ia  entitled  to 

Hi  V  Xj  11  X  JjVJD  X  break  his  journey  and  should  not  tail  to  take  the  Funlculaire 
(1873  yds.,  up  and  down,  I  fr.  50  c.)  to  Macjlin,  3,000  I'eet.  Just. .the  place  to  stay  in 
Soring  and  Autumn.  See  Baedeker  and  Bradshaw,  Grandest  View.  Sheltered  position. 
Over  1,000  Acres  of  Woods.  Numerous  Kxcursions.  Cheap  Carriages.  Taubenloch 
Gorges  surpassing  in  loveliness  those  of  Meiringen.  Island  of  St.  Pierre.  Passion  Play 
S@lZH  CIt 

THE  GRAND  or  KURHAUS. 

Entirely  Fir  proof.  90  Bedruoms,  40  with  balconies.  Perfect  Sanit.ry  Arrangement^. 
Supt-rior  Cooking.  Late  Li  oner.  Every  Comfort.  Post,  Telegraph,  Telephone,  in  the 
Hotel.  English  Chaplain  and  Resident  Phy.sician,  Coupons  taken.  Ti  nnis  Court. 
Letters  and  relegrams — Kukhaus  Macolin  (Swiiz).”  Reduced  Terms  till  July  15th 
and  from  September  1st.  Proprietor  and  Manager,  A.  WAELLY. 

J^.  -HjP  X  Jb^  (Funchal). 

3i  DAYS’  VOYAGE. 

3E&3E3X3I3’S  X3C  O  TI?  33  X.  @  . 

(Established  i860  )  Telegraphic  Address:  “REID,  PDNCHAL.” 

By  appointment  to  H.R.H.  the  Duke  of  Edinburgh. 

REID’  1  NEW  HOTEL  AND  ANNEXES.  — Situated  on  the  CJiflfa  to  the  west  of  Funchal,  on  the 
New  Koaii,  overlooking  the  Sea.  Grand  view  of  the  Moimtaius.  Sea  hatliing  and  boating. 

SA-'ITA  CLARA  HOTEL  AND.  ANdEXFS  .—  “Admirably  situated,  overlooking  Funchal;  fine 
view  of  the  mountains  and  sea.” — Ftde  HendeU's  Guide  to  Madeira. 

CARMO  HOTEL.  — In  sheltered  central  position. 

These  FIUSI'  I’LvSS  HOi'ICLS  afford  every  comfort  for  families  and  travellers.  Excellent  Cuisine  and 
choice  wiues  Electiic  Light  throughout.  Tennis  Courts,  large  gardens,  batlis,  leading  and  stnokiiig 
rooms.  K.uglish  and  German  newspapers.  Billiards.  I  he  SANI  I'AKY  arrangements  have  been  carried 
out  by  the  Banner  Sanitation  Co.,  of  London.  All  .'teamers  met. 

Pamphlet  Free.  Apply  to  F.  PASSMORE,  121,  Chetipside,  London  ;  Messrs.  J.  &  H.  LINDSAY, 
7.  Waterloo  Place.  Edinburgh  ;  HOTEIi  TARIFF  BUREAU,  96,  Regent  Street,  London,  W.  ;  and 
at  the  STEAMSHIP  COMPANY’S  OFFICES,  or  WILLIAM  REID,  Madeira. 


MARIENBAD. 


FIRST-GLASS  HOUSE.  Patronised  by  English.  Elevated  position,  ne.vt 
the  Principal  Springs  and  Bath-Estahlishinents.  Numerous  single  and  double 
bedrooms.  Suites  of  large  and  any  Private  Apartments.  Moderate  cdia.rges. 
Arrangements  for  longer  stav.  Electric  Light,  Baths,  Telephone,  Lawn  Tennis. 
Comt-Omnibus  meets  ail  trains.  t.  HAMMERSCHMID,  Proprietor. 

MENTONE. 

GRAND  HOTEL  DE  VENISE. 

ASCENSZIUR.  LIFT. 

FIRST-CLASS  ENGLISH  HOUSE,  in  a  large  garden,  full  south,  far  from  the  sea. 

Magnificent  New  Hall.  Winter  Garden.  Salon  South  Aspect. 

Luncheon  and  Dimier  served  at  separate  t  ibles.  »/.  S  03IAZZI,  Proprietor. 


MILAN. 


CORSO  VITTORIO  EM. 


Central,  with  View  of  the  Cathedral,  with  quiet  rooms  facing  the  G-arden. 
Select  Family  Hotel.  Every  Modern  (Domfort.  L.  liEItTOLlN I 

(formerly  at  San  Remo). 
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MILAN. 

HOTEL  MANIN. 

Perfectly  iiuiet.  Every  Modern  Comfort. 
Established  35  years.  Patronised  by  English 
and  American  Visitors.  p  BAZZARO 


MILAN. 

BELLINI’S  HOTEL  TERMINUS 

Real  English  Hotel,  near  the  Station. 
Heated  throughout.  Moderate  Charges. 
Hotel  Coupons  accepted.  Porter  meets  trains. 
Garden.  Electric  Light.  Idft. 

F.  BELLINI,  Proprietor. 


Lift.  -  MILAN.  -  Lift. 

HOTEL  1)E  11031E. 

/KfRSO  VITTORIO  EMANUELE.  Pull 
VJ  South.  Splendid  View  of  the  Duoiuo. 
Highly  Recommended  for  its  C()mfort  and 
Moderate  Terms.  Table  d'Hofce.  Restaurant. 
Pension.  Electric  Light.  Steam  Heating. 

BORELLA  BROTHERS. 


VVHYMPER’S  GUIDE  TO 

THE  VALLEY  OF  ZERMATT 
AND  THE  MATTERHORN. 

A  New  Edition.  With  78  Illustrations  and 
Maps.  Crown  8vo.  3s.  net. 

London  :  Jonx  Mukkay,  Albemarle  St.,W. 


MILAN. 


PLACE  CAVOHR,  just  opposite  the  Public  Gardens. 

FIRST-CLASS  HOTEL  with  every  Modern  Comfoit.  Lift,  Electric  Light,  VVinter  Garden, 
Public  Rooms,  Railway  Office.  Excellent  Table  d’Hote.  Moderate  Charges.  The 
Situation  is  perfectly  quiet.  EMANUEL  SUARDI,  Proprietor. 


MURRAY’S  HANDBOOK  TO 

MEDITERRANEAN  ISLANDS,  The  Coasts  of  Africa,  Spain,  Italy,  Dalmatia, 
Greece,  Asia  Minor,  Corsica,  Sardinia,  Sicily,  Malta,  The  Balearic 
Islands,  Crete,  Rhodes,  Cyprus,  &e.  iu  2  Parts.  Edited  by  Col.  Sir  R.  Lambeut 
P1.AYFAIU,  K.C.M.G.,  late  H.B.M.  Consul-Geueral  for  Algeria  and  Tunis.  With  81  Maps 

and  Plans.  21.9.  3rd  Edition. 


RUSSIA-MOSCOW. 


SUM  !^1E It  <l  AUDEN.  150  BEDS. 


III! 

Jillitkj 

|ali 

T 


ELECTRIC  LIGHT  IN  EVERY  ROOM. 

Highly  recommended  to  Tourists.  Guides  speaking  English  at  the  HoteL 

HIS  L\RGE  WELL-KNOWN  HOTEL,  situated  in  the  best  and  healthiest  part  of  the  (’it 
near  the  Kremlin  and  all  other  iilaces  of  interest,  established  over  half  a  century,  latel 
entirelv  rene  »  ed  and  enlarged,  affords  First-Class  .\ccommodation  for  Families  ai\d  (ientl 
men.  Excellent  Kitchen,  Table  d’Hote,  splendid  Grill  Room  ami  Restaurant,  (iool  Gella 
Billiard,  Smoking,  and  Reading  Rooms,  with  English,  American,  German,  and  French  Newspaper 
Good  Bath  Rooms.  Hotel  Carriages  meet  all  'trains.  TeUgranhic  Aldreftn:  “Hotel  Berli 
Moscow.’’  CLAXJSEN  BROTHERS,  Proprietors  iSwisr'.  ' 
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MOSCOW. 


HOTEL  SLAVIAHSKY  BAZAR. 

The  Largest  First-Class  Hotel  in  this  Town, 

SPLENDID  RESTAURANT,  READING 
AND  BATH  ROOMS. 

£*  o  x:.  x:  x  C3- 3!iar  xiar  x: 'vcr  s  x>  ^  x>  x:  xs.  s . 

A/,L  Languages  spoken. 

ELECTRIC  LIGHT. 

Omnibus.  Interpreters  to  all  Railway  Stations. 

Telephone,  Post  and  Telegraph  Offices  in  the  House. 

MAXIMILIAN  TLATZ.  MUNICH.  MAXIMILIAN  PLATZ.  I 

GRAND  hotel  CONTINENTAL 

SPLENDID  FIBST-CL ASS  HOTEL. 

Situated  in  the  most,  quiet  and  fashionable  quarter,  and  near  all  objects  of  interest.  All 
modern  comforts  and  improvements.  Hjnlranlic  Lift.  Baths.  Electric  Light. 

MorfeiHitr  f  hartfr.H,  M-  DIENEE,  Proprietor. 

MUNICH. 

BAYiLRIAN  HOTEL. 

FIRST-CLASS  HOTEL. 

LUNEST  and  most  quiet  situation  on  Promenadeplatz.  Favourite  Residence  of  English 
1  and  Americans.  Euthely  renewed.  Beautiful  Winter  Garden.  All  modern  comforts. 
Lifts.  Electric  Lifilit.  Central  Heating.  Baths  on  each  floor.  Moderate  Charges. 

MURREN  (Switzerland). 

GRAND  HOTEL  DES  ALPES. 

FIRST-CLASS  HOTEL.  Open  from  l.st  May  to  31st  October.  1,650  metres  altitude. 
Renowned  for  its  beautiful  Alpine  Scenery  and  its  Tonic  Air.  For  Prospectus  please 
apply  to — W.  GURTNER-kERNEN,  Proprietor, 

NANTES. 

HOTEL  DES  VOYAGEURS. 

L^IRST-CLASS  HOTFL,  near  the  Theatre.  Highly  recommended  for  its  general  Comfort 
*-  and  Moderate  CLarges.  Excellent  Cuisine.  Telephone.  English  spoken. 

G.  CKETAUX,  Proprietor.  | 
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NAPLES. 

GRAND  HOTEL  DU  VESUVE. 

FIRST-CLASS  HOTEL. 

Situated  in  the  most  beautiful  part  of  tlie  Town,  on  the  new  Embankment 
(Quai  Partenope).  Splendid  view  over  the  Bay,  Mount  Vesuvius,  and 

the  Island  of  Capri. 

Full  South  exposure.  Electric  Light  throughout. 

Lift.  Caloriferes.  All  modern  comforts.  Open  all  the  year  round. 

NEW  MANAGEMENT.  O.  a-  C.  FIORENTINO,  Proprietors. 


NAPLES 

THE  CONTINENTAL  HOTEL. 

Open  all  the  year  round.  Quai  Parthenope  (New  Embankment).  Splendid  situation — 
full  South.  Close  to  the  Public  Garden  and  the  centre  of  the  town,  with  magnificent  view 
of  the  Bay  and  Vesuvius.  Hydraulic  Lift,  Electric  Light,  I'elegraph  and  Post  Office 
Every  kind  of  baths.  Moderate  charges.  Pension  8  to  l2  Francs. 

’ _ _ _ R.  WASHLEIl,  Proprietor. 

NAPLES. 

PXAZZA  MUNICIPIO 

In  the  healthiest  and  most  central  position.  Near  the  Landing  Pier.  Splendid  views  t>f 
the  Gulf  and  Vesuvius.  Lift.  Baths.  CaLudleiv.  Newly  furnisiied  and  arr  mged  to  afford 
residents  O' ery  conveniemc  and  comfort  with  moderate  charges.  Perfect  Drainage.  Bus 
meeting  every  train.  Cook’s  Coupons  accep  ed. 

DELVIT  IO,  POGGIANI,  C  A M  PION  E,  Proprietors. 

NAPLES. 


Healthiest  and  most  beautiful  situation  ;  close  to  railway  stations  for  San  Martino  (funicular;, 
and  for  Pozznoli  and  Baia' ;  especially  convenient  for  sightseeing.  An  English  House. 
Recommended  to  English  and  American  Visitors.  Tariff  and  Electric  Light  in  every  room. 
Lift.  Fi.ved  charges,  aLvays  including  Baths  in  the  Rooms,  Light  a.id  atteiidance. 


NAPLES. 

TTrt'T17T  T>lDTCTr\T  CORSO  VITTORIO  EMANUEtE.  One  ot  the  best 
X5 JtllfcJ  1  U Hotels  in  Italv.  Toe  only  firstrclass  Hotel,  iu  the  healthiest  jmri 
of  tbe  town  and  in  an  elevated  situation,  enjoying  a  foil  view  of  the  uni  iyalied  panorama.  It  i.s  I  uilt  of 
a  compact  Lava  stone  whu  b  does  not  absorb  moistu.e,  and  fitted  up  with  the  best  8, uutary  Arrangement. 
Eleetric  Light  in  every  Rocm.  Great  Comfort.  Excellent  Cooking.  Good  Attendauca  Lift  Moderate 
Prirpc«  nnd  ArraiJtfernents  for  Prolonged  Stay.  PANDR^,  rro}>rietor. 

TWs  Hotel  is 'open  all  the  year  round,  and  Visitors  are  respectfully  requested  not  to  allow  themselves  to 
be  imposed  upon  by  interested  parties  and  importunate  Guules  or  Porters  as  all  necessary  information  is 
the- Hotel  Bristol  for -the  e^ursions  from.  Naples,  and  as  to  the  best  shops  in  the  CiLy - 
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NAPLES. 

Hotel  Grande  Bretagne 

i;iRST-CLASS  HOUSE.  Best  Situated. 
I  Catholic  Church  in  the  Hotel.  Every 
Modern  Comfort. 


NERVI. 

HOTEL  VICTORIA. 

Near  the  Sea  and  Railway  Station.  15  Minutes 
from  Genoa.  Stopping"  place  for  all  express  trains. 
Patronised  hy  H.H.  the  Queen  of  Portugal,  and 
H  Exo.  the  Marscliell  von  M'dtke. 

HVDRAU1.XC  LIFT 

MODEItX  HE.tTING  APPAR.\TUS. 


NEUCHATEL. 

GRAND  HOTEL  DE  BELLE  VUE. 

Mr.  ALBERT  ELSKES,  Proprietor.  First-Class  Hotel, 

Magnificently  situated  on  the  Border  of  the  Lake.  Commanding  splendid  Views  of  the  Panorama  of  the 
Alps.  I.iti.  Electrie  Light  in  all  the  Booms.  Garden. 

PENSION  PRICES  ALL  THE  TEAR  ROUND.  N.B.— Besides  the  Evening  Train  (diiwt)  a 
Pay  Tiain  is  runni  g  between  Nenchatel  and  I'aria.  and  vicf  rersn, 

CENTRAL.  HEATING  THROUGHOUT. 


NEUCHATEL  (Switzerland). 

Hotel  des  Alpes  and  Hotel  Terminus. 

U INEST  view  from’  XeuchAtel  of  the  whole 
E  Panorama  of  the  Town  and  tfiiain  of  the  Alps 
from  Santis  to  Alont  Blanc.  Entirely  rebuilt. 
Lift.  Electric  Light.  Large  secluded  Garden. 

E.  HALLER,  Proprietor. 


MURRAY’S  HANDBOOK 
TO  ALGERIA  AND  TUNIS. 

By  Col.  Sir  IjAMbkkt  Plavfair,  K.C.M.G.. 
H.B.M.  Consul-Gen.  for  Algeria  and  Tunis, 
Fifth  Edition. 

Numerous  Maps  and  Plans.  10s.  6d!. 


NEUHAUSEN,  SWITZERLAND. 


FALLS  OF  THE  RHINE. 


VIEW  FROM  THE  HOTEL  SCHWEIZERHOF. 

FIRST-CLASS  HOTEL,  replete  with  every  convenience. 

200  Rooms.  Fire  Escapes.  Hydraulic  Lift.  Electric  Light. 

Lawn  Tennis — Carriages — Storage  for  Bicycles — Dark  Room. 

A  Charmitig  Summer  Ite.sort,  noted  for  its  heulthij  position,  hraciny 
air,  and  most  Lea  utifal  la  ii  dsfape. 

BY  MEANS  OF  ELECTRICITY  AND  BENGAL  LIGHTS  THE  FALLS  OF 
THE  RHINE  ARE  BRILLIANTLY  ILLUMINATED 
EVERY  NIGHT  DURING  THE  SEASON. 

English  Divine  Service  in  the  Church  located  in  the  Grounds 

of  the  Schweizerhof. 
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NUREMBERG. 

GOLDEN  EAGLE  HOTEL. 

HOUSE.  Newly  rebuilt.  200  Beds.  Most  central  and  best 
position,  bpe.  Tally  patronised  by  English  and  Americans.  Arrangements  made.  Baths. 

^  central  Heating  in  Corridors  and  every  Room.  Lift. 

Umnibus  meets  all  trains.  Under  tlie  personal  management  of  the  Proprietor, 

■ - -  - WILLY  SCHLENK. 

NURNPERG  (NUREMBERG!. 


THIS  Firat^ate  and  Superior  Hotel,  situated  in  the  centre  of  the  town,  is  hitrhiy  8])oken  of  bv  ETiglish  and 
American  r ravel lers  for  its  sieneral  comfort  and  moderate  ciiarges.  ■  Has  lieen  greatlv  enlarged,  and 
contains  now  100  welj-furnisbed  rooms  and  saloons.  Ladies’-  and  Reading  Saloon.  Smoking  Room,  &o.,  and 
a  beantiful  large  Dining  Room  English  and  Foreign  Newspapers.  Carriages  at  the  Hotel.  Omnibuses 
o  ana  Iroit>  tram.  Ensrlish  Church  in  the  Hotel:  Divine  Service  ^^very  Sunday.  Electric  Xairlit. 

J.  AUING-ER,  Proprietor. 


MURRAY’S  HANDBOOK  TO  NORWAY. 

CHRISTIANIA,  BERGEN,  TRONDHJEM,  THE  FJELDS  &  FJORDS. 

With  spfcial  infoTmation  for  Fighermon  and  Cyclists.  By  T.  Michell, 
C.B..  H.B.M.  Consul-General  for  Norway.  13  Maps  and  Plans. 

8th  Edition.  7s.  6d. 

OSTEND. 


Enlarged  and  Improved.  Splendid  Garden. 
FIRST-CLASS  AND  MOST  FASHIONABLE  HOTEL  AND  RESTAURANT. 
Unrivalled  for  their  Situation.  Bath  Rooms. 

Facing  Sen  and  Baths.  Highlg  Recommended.  Lift.  Electric  Light. 

OSTEND. 

GRAND  HOTEL  DU  LITTORAL. 

Most  fashionable  part  of  the  Digue,  facing  Sea. 

LIGHTED  THROUGHOUT  BY  ELECTRICITY.  LIFT,  Etc. 

Near  St.  Malo  (France'). — The  best  '-^and  ^'hore  on  the  Coasts  of  Brittany,  surronnded 
by  charming  panorama,  picturesque  sites,  and  splendid  views  ;  sweet  and  veiy  salubrious  climate. 


QITUATED  on  the  Very  Shore,  near  the  Casino  and  Bathing  Establishment.  First-class  Hotel, 
O  much  freqiiehted  by  the  best  English  Families.  Beautiful  Dining  Room.  Restaurant.  Saloon. 
Lawn  Tennis.  Hot  Baths  and  Telegraph  in  the  House.  Very  large  Garden.  Great  Comfort  and 
Moderate  Charges.  Very  advantageous  conditions  in  July  and  September.  Omnibus  of  the  Hotel 
to  all  trains  and  steamers. _ RIGUELLE  and  GRAJON,  Proprietor^. 

PARIS. 


39^  Avenue  de  VOpevn^  39. 

FINEST  SITUATION  IN  THE  FRENCH  CAPITAL. 

First-rate  Restaurant  and  Table  d’Hote.  Reading  and  Smoking  Rooms. 
Hydraulic  Lift.  Baths.  The  Entrance  Hall,  Staircases,  and  Corridors 
aa’c  heated.  Arrange meuts  for  the  Winter  Season.  Telephone.  Electric 

Light  throughout. 

In  the  Parte  Baedeker”  the  name  of  the  Proprietor,  Mr.  L.  HAUSER, 

is  particularly  mentioned. 
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PAU. 

HOTEL  I>E  FRANCE, 

riMIIS  FIRST-CLASS  HOTEL,  situated  on  the  Place  Royale,  com- 

L  mands  the  most  sple  did  view  of  the  whole  chain  of  the  Pyrenees,  and  is  adjoining 
to  the  English  Club,  improved  l.ift.  Bath  and  Smoking  Ptooms. 

GARDERES  FRERES,  Proprietors. 


POITIERS. 

GRAND  HOTEL  DE  FRANCE. 

First-Class  and  recom  nended  to  Families  and  Tourists  for  its  comfort  and  good  manage¬ 
ment.  The  most  central  of  the  Town,  near  the  Hotel  de  Ville,  Prefecture,  Telegraph, 
Post  Office,  Museum,  Historical  Monuments,  and  Promenades.  Speciality  of  Fowls  and 
truffled  Pates  of  all  sorts.  Carriages  for  Drives.  Railway  Omnibus  calls  at  Hotel. 

_ ROBLIN-BOUCHARDEAtr,  Proprietor. 

PONTRESINA  (Engadine,  Switzerland). 

Altitude  1803  Metres. 

HOTEL  KRONENHOF  &  BELLAVISTA 

First-Class.  250  Fedroonts. 

/  t  REATLY  enlarged  and  embellished.  The  new  Bedrooms  are  in  a  quiet  and  sunny 
'  J  position,  with  fine  view  on  the  Roseg  Glach  r  and  the  Snow  Mountains.  Large  Hall 
with  open  fireplaces.  Lift.  Fireproof  Staircase.  Baths  on  each  floor.  Beautiful  Public 
Rooms.  Electric  Light  in  all  the  Rooms.  Heated  by  Steam.  Drainage  perfect,  executed 
by  English  Engineers.  Good  Cuisine  and  excellent  Wines.  Reduced  terms  in  Spring  and 
Autumn.  The  Elotel  is  largely  frequented  by  English  and  American  visitors. 

SEASON  FROM  MAY  TO  OCTOBER. 

L.  QREDIG,  Proprietor. 

PRAGUE. 

XXOMTXSX. 

L^IRST-CLASS  FAMILY  HOTEL  in  the  centre  of  the  town.  Patronised 
J  by  English  and  Americans.  First-rate  attendance.  Moderate  Charges. 
English  Church  Service  in  the  Hotel.  Electric  Light. 

OTTO  WELZER,  Proprietor. 

PRAGUE. 

HOTEL  GOLDENER  ENGEL. 

BTRST-CLASS  HOTEL.  Best  Situated.  The  Home  of  the  best  English 
and  American  Visitors.  Elegantly  BAirnished  Rooms.  Excellent  Cooking. 

P.  STICK  EIj,  Proprietor. 

PRAGUE. 

HOTEL  MONOPOL. 

pBNTRAL  SITUATION,  not  near,  but  opposite  the  Dresden,  Carlsbad,  and 
^  Vienna  Station.  No  carriage  or  porter  wanted.  No  smoke  or  noise.  Best, 
newest,  fii'st-class  Hotel,  with  the  finest  Dining  Room  and  the  First  Hydraulic  Lift  in 
Prague.  Adjoining  the  Graben.  Luxuriously  newly  furnished  rooms  on  every  floor. 
Baths.  Garden.  English  Sanitary  Arrangements.  MODERATE  CHARGES.  Carriages. 
Tram.  Tariff  forwarded.  Servants  speak  English,  W.  DESENSKY,  Proprietor. 

The  last  train  leaves  the  Railway  Station  at  11.30  p.m.,  which  thus  insttres' the  sur¬ 
roundings  of  the  Hotel  being  perfectly  quiet  through  the  night. 
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PRAGUE. 

HOTEL  ERZHERZOG  STEPHAN. 

F / rs  t-  Clf  is.H  Ho  tel. 

On  the  “  Wenzelsplatz,”  nearest  to  the  Railway  Stations  and  the 

Post  and  Telegraph  Office. 

ELEGANTLY  FURNISHED  ROOMS  AND  APARTMENTS. 

Garden.  Restaurant.  Viennese  Coffee-house.  Splendid  Cooking  and 
good  Wines.  Baths,  Telephone.  Carriages.  Station  of  the  Tram  Cars. 

W.  HAULER,  Proprietor. 


RHEIMS. 

A.  HUFFIjlX(!,  Proprietor. 

L''  IRST-f'l.ASS  HOTEL.  Ojipowite  the  t!athe- 
I  dral.  Very  (Jemfovtable.  ]\[o(leni  Sanita¬ 
tion.  Electric  Light.  Hot  and  Cohl  Baths.  Lift, 
^loderate  charges.  Rooms  from  3  Francs,  service 
and  light  included.  Telegraphic  address,  “(:lrand 
Hotel,  Rheims."’  Englisli  ifeOerman  intei'preter. 


ROME. 

HOTEL  VICTORIA  (English  house', 

Via  Due  Marcelli  (Piazza,  di  Spagna). 

New  Large  Dining  and  Sitting  Rooms. 

London  “Times”  and  “ Standard ”  taken 
in.  (lard on.  Lift.  Omnibus.  Pension  fi,  7, 
and  8  shillings  per  day.  Filectric  Light  in  every 
room.  EWALD  THIELE,  Wcm’ Propnefor. 


ROME. 


ITif/Jiest  Position  in  Iloine, 

SITUATED  ON  THE  PINCIAN  HILL.  COMMANDING  FINE 
VIEW  OVER  ROME  AND  CAMPAGNA. 

Electric  Light  in  Every  Room.  Tariff  and  Plan  on  Application.  ■ 

SAME  MANAGEMENT,  EDEN  HOUSE,  LUCERNE. 

FIRST-CLASS  FAMILY  HOUSE,  IN  THE  BEST  SITUATION. 

ON  THE  ELECTRIC  TRAM  LINE.  MODERN  COMFORT. 

OPE X  ALL  TFIE  YEAR.  FRANZ  NISTEL WICK,  Proprietor. 

ROME. 

CONTINENTAL 

300  X^ooirms.  HOTEL. 

AH  Modern  Comforts.  Open  all  Year  Round, 

P.  LUGANI,  Proprietor. 


MURHAY’S  HANDBOOK  TO  ROME  AND  THE  GAMPACNA. 

Ck>ntaining  Short  Histones  of  Eome  and  of  the  Papal  Power,  Articles  on  Architecture  (by 
i;.  Peene  Spieks,  F.S  a.),  on  Sculpture  (by  A.  S,  Mueeay,  LL,D.,  T'.S.A.),  find  on 
Painting,  by  Mes.  Adt  (Juli.\  Caetwkight).  New  Edition  (Sixteenth). 

Revised  by  NORWOOD  YOUWO. 

With  94  Maps  and  Plans.  Crown  8vo.,  105. 
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ROME.  HOTEL  GIANELLI  ROME. 

- -  15,  Via  LudovisL 

This  well-known  First-Class  Family  House,  greatly  improved  hy  the  new 
Proprietor,  is  situated  in  the  healthiest  and  highest  part  of  Rome  near 
the  Gardens  FUXiL  SOUTH. 

Moderate  Chara^es.  Perfect  Sanitary  Arrangements.  Hydraulic  Lift. 
Electric  Light.  Calorifere.  Bath  Rooms,  Drawing  Rooms,  Smoking  Room. 

SPECIAL  ARRANGEMENTS  FOR  FAMILIES. 

OMNIBUS  MEETS  ALL  THE  TRAINS. 

T.  LENGYEL,  Neio  Proprietor  and  Ma  nager. 

ROME. 

HOTEL  MOLARO. 

56,  VIA  GREGORiANA  (Near  to  the  Pincio). 

FULZ.  SOUTH. 

Healthiest  Situation  in  Town,  and  very  Central.  Old  Reputation  for 
its  Comfort  and  Moderate  Charges. 

IT  V  D  R  A  U  I.  I  C !  L  T  F  M’ . 

.Winter  Garden.  Electric  Light  and  Calcrifere  in  all  the  Rooms. 

ROME. 

GRAND  HOTEL  MARINI. 

First-Class.  Unrivalled  for  its  tealtliy,  quiet,  and  central 
situation.  Full  Sonth.  Lift.  Electric  Light  in  Every  Room. 

(OPEN  ALL  THE  YEAR.) 

_ EUGENE  MARINI,  Proprietor. 

ROME.  ” 

HOTEL  D’ANGLETERRE. 

Fia  BOCCA  di  LEONB. 

This  Hotel  is  conveniently,  healthily,  and  quietly  situated  in  the  centre 
of  the  City,  between  the  Corso  and  the  Piazza  di  Spagna,  in  tite  most 
aristocratic  quarter  of  Kome.  It  offers  every  possible  advaittnge,  and 
-  Visitors  may  rely  upon  every  English  comfort.  Charges  Moderate. 
Special  Arrangements  for  a  Long  Term.  Open  the  whole  year.  Most 
frequented  by  English.  Particular  attention  is  paid  to  the  Cooking 
and  Service.  Lift.  Electric  Light  in  all  the  Rooms.  Latest 
English  Sanitary  Arrangements.  Entirely  refurnished. 

H.  SILEffZI,  Proprietor. 
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ROUEN. 


GRAND  HOTEL 


The  Grand  Hotel  d’Angleterre  has  Tafts  and  Baths.  Splendid  Summer  Terrace  Restaurant. 
It  is  situated  on  the  Cours  Boieldieti,  and  ha,s  from  its  windows  the  iimst  view  on  the  Seine. 
Telephone.  All  rooms  lighted  bjr  electricity.  Moderate  Terras. 


ROUEN. 

HOTEL  DE  LA  POSTE. 

Lift.  Electric  laght  throughout.  Steam  Heating.,  Situated  opposite  the  Post  Office 
in  the  finest  Central  part  ot  tue  Town.  M  iguificent  Garden  in  front  of  the  Hotel.  Reading, 
Music,  and  Writing  Saloons.  English  Newspapers.  English  and  German  spjokeu.  Rooms 
from  3  Irs. ;  Breakfast,  1  fr.  .50  c.  ;  Lunch,  2  frs.  50  c.  ;  Dinner,  3  f'S.  50  c.  LiFr. 

GRAND  HOTEL  de  PARIS 

FIKST-CL.ASS  ho  tel  situated  on  the  Quay.  The  most  beautiful  situation  in  the  Town. 
Close  to  the  Post  a'ld  Telegraph  Offic.es,  and  the  Ijanding  St-ges  of  the  Havie  .Steamers. 
This  Hotel  has  been  newlv  fuiuishen,  and  now  offers  equally  as  comfortable  accommodation 
as  the  Largest  Hotels,  but  with  more  moderate  terms.  Telephone  556.  Electric  Light. 
English  and  German  Spoken.  Member  of  tlie  Touring  Club.  Dark  Room  for  Ph  tographers 


ROUEN. 

GRAND  HOTEL  DE  FRANCE. 

Situated  in  the  centre  of  the  Town,  and  midst  the  principal  monuments.  1 14  Heoms,  all 
lighted  by  electricity,  Iriim  2  Francs.  2  H  th  Rooms.  Garden.  Good  Table  d’Hote. 
Dejeuner  1.50  fr  .  I  ejeuuer  a  la  fourchette  2  50  fr..  Dinner  3  fr.  Restaurant  a  la  carte. 
Telephone.  Dark  Room  for  Pi lO tographers.  Englisa  spoken. 


ROYA1'  LES  BAINS. 

rrnsT-CLASs  hotajl.  iiydhaulic  lift,  electric  lic^ht. 
LARGE  GAROE.1V  WITH  TERRACE  WALKS. 
OPEN  FROM  15th  MAY  TO  15th  OCTOBER. 

L.  SERVANT,  Proprietor. 

- -  ■  ■  ■  I  II  ■  I  I  II  .1  ■— I  .  »  I.  "  *  ■ 

After-Cure  Resort:  SALZBURG. 

Summer  and  Winter  Station. 

GRAND  HOTEL  DE  L'EUROPE 

In  the  midst  of  a  Splendid  Park.  Grand  view  of  the  Alps.  Lift,_  Electric 
Light,  Lawn  Tennis,  Evening  Concerts  in  the  Foyer,  Anglo-American  Bar. 

AI  TER-CUliE  APrLICATlONS  : 

Chalybeate  and  Electric  Li,gnt  Eatdis,  Steam-boxes,  Rooms  for  Medicinal 
Innalations  and  Brine  Spray,  Water  Applications  and  Massage,  etc. 

Treatments  are  performed  by  a  certified  staff  of  attendants  in  the  presence 
of  an  experienced  physician. 

Prospectus  sent  on  application.  GEORGE  JUNG,  Proprietor. 


MURRAY’S  HANDBOOK  TO  THE  RHIRE  ARD  RORIH  GERMANY, 

The  Black  Forest,  The  Hartz,  Thuringervvald,  Saxon  Switzerland,  Rugen, 
The  Giant  Mountains,  Taunus,  Odenwald,  Elsass  and  Lothringen. 

42  Maps  and  Plans-  10s.  20ih  Edition. 
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SAN  REMO. 

THE  SAVOY  HOTEL. 

Open  January,  1900. — New  Palatial  Building.  Finest  site  in  most 
fashionable  quarter.  Perfectly  sheltered.  Luxurious  vegetation.  Extensive 
views.  The  most  up-to-date  in  San  Remo.  PAUL  MARINI,  Proprietor. 


SAN  REMO. 


FIRST-CLASS  FAMILY  HOTEL.  Finest  and  Best  Situation,  Lift,  Electric  Light. 
Largest  Garden.  Restaurant  de  Luxe.  Concerts  and  Balls. 

M.  BERTOLINI,  Proprietor. 

(Also  I’roprietor  of  the  Hotel  Royal  Courmayeur  and  Aosta.) 


Sea -SIDE  Resort,  Scheyeirngeh. 

(ON  THE  NORTH  SEA)  HOLLAND. 

THKOTBUI  SERVICES  FROM  THE  PRINCIPAL  CONTINENTAL  CENTRES  To 
sen  EVEN  INGEN  AND  ALL  OVER  HOLLAND. 

1900.  SEASOIST  JUNE  1st  TO  OCTOBER.  1.900. 

S  O  SKDES  VilEl  W  JIDKT  W- 

SEASOZj^  1800. 

OPENING  of  the  NEW  PIER.  OPENING  of  the  PIER-PAVILION. 

(1500  FEET  IX  LENGTH.  (To  SEAT  1200.) 

'the  Paviliun  will  be  erected  on  the  PL.VTEORIM  at  the  eud  of  the  Pier, 

OPENING  i)E  THE  NEW  BOULEYAltn  BESTAUUANT. 

(OPENING  OF  THE  NEW  BOUTEVART>  iiODEGA. 
OPENING  OF  THE  NEW  liOULEVABH  CAFE. 

OPENING  OF  VEBY  ELEGANT  NEW  SHOTS. 

Ail  file  above  will  be  on  the  MARINE  PROAIENADE  and  in  connection  witli  the  KDKIIAr.s 
and  HOTEL  KFRHAUS.  Eight  new  Lawn  Terini.s  Courts. 


ELEGTIIIC  LIGHT.  ELECTRIC  LIGHT. 

RE-OPENS  ON  THE  1st  OF  JUNE.  MAGNIFICENT  BUILDING. 

Sidendiil  large  Kuksaal  Ai'to.MMOH.vn.xG  3000  peksons.  Teurace  for  5000  cersons.  Two  Cc/neert.s 
daily  by  the  renowned  Reri.ix  Pnii.ii armo.mo  Orchestra  under  the  condnctorshiji  of  Kaiiellineister 
.IGSEF  RERICEK.  Tne  Genei'aTMraiag'er,  Seabatn’s  Company,  Limited. 


Re=opens  on  the  ist  of  June.  High  =  class  Establishment. 


2U0  Red-roolu.s  and  Private  Sitting-rooms  with  Balconies  facing  tlie  Sea.  Elcctrie  Light.  Stigler  Lift. 

Grand  Restaura.nt.  Hig'h-cla.ss  French  Cuisine.  Choicest  Wines. 
Engfiish-American  Bar.  Vienna  Ca-fe.  Orig^inai  Hung^arian  Band. 

Season's  Programme  and  Plan  of  Rooms  sent  on  apidication. 

All  further  i)aiticular.s  supplied  by  THE  iittTEl^  MAN.VfJilR. 


SORRENTO  (Bay  of  Naples). 

GRAND  HOTEL  VICTORIA. 

AND  MOST  COMFORTABLE  HOTEL. 

Splendid  Vie'w  on  the  Bay  and  Mount  Vesuvius, 

Electric  Light  throughout.  Lawn  Tennis. 

The  only  Hotel  having  an  Llevator  from  the.  Landing-place  up  to  the  Hotel. 

O.  FIORENTINO,  Proprietor. 


1900. 
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SPA. 

SPA-Oldest,  finest,  and  most  efficacious  Mineral  ferruginous  Waters-SPA 

Hoiei  oe  Fianfire 

SURY,  Senior,  Proprietor. 

The  Largest  First-Ciass  Hotel 

IN  THE  CENTRE  AND  MOST 
SALUBRIOUS  PART  OF 
THE  TOWN. 

Beautiful  Park,  with  furnished 
Villas  and  Cottages  in  the 
Private  Grounds  of  the  Hotel. 

BATHS.  Drawing,  Writing  and  Billiard  Rooms.  Electric  Light  throughout- 

SPA. 

HOTEL  EELLE'  ITUE. 

Magnificent  Situation  on  the  Promenade,  near  the  Royal  Palace  and  Bath 
Establishment.  Large  Garden,  communicating  with  a  First-class  Park. 
Electric  Light.  ROUMA,  Proprietor. 

SPA 

GBANO  HOTEL  DE  L’EyBOPE. 

FI  11  ST  CL  A  SS  HOT  EL, 

Electric  Light.  Highly  Recommended. 

H ENRARD-RICHARD,  Froprietor. 


GRAND  HOTEL 

BRITANNIQUE 


Patronised  by 


THE  ROYAL  FAMILY  OF  BELGIUM. 

THE  BEST  AND  MOST  DELIGHTFUL  SITUATION  OF  SPA. 


LARGE  GAOT&  TENNIS  GEODHBS. 

Adjoioing  the  Boulevard  des  Anglais  and  the  English  Church, 

F.  LEYHy  Besident  Proprietor. 
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ST.  BEATENBERG. 

Near  Interlaken,  Switzerlaiul. 

HOTEL  &  PENSJON  NATJOHAL 

First-elass  Climatic  Station,  4000  feet  above  the 
Sea.  The  Hotel  is  in  the  finest  and  healthiest 
part,  near  large  Pink  AVood,  with  large  Ver¬ 
andahs  and  Balconies.  Splendid  Panorama  of 
the  .loNiiFKAt'  Chain,  its  Glaciers  and  the  Lake 
of  Thoiine.  Moderate  Terms.  Telephone. 

ROTEN-GAPN  ER,  1‘ nrprietor . 


ST.  PFATEN8ERG 
Near  INTERLAKEN,  SWITZERLAND. 
First-class  Climatic  Station. 

Hotel  et  Peosion  de  la  Poste. 

First-class  House.  New  stone  building.  Every 
comfort.  Situated  in  centre  of  beautiful  I’ro- 
menade,  with  splendid  View  of  the  Alps.  Post, 
Telegraph,  and  Telephone  Office  in  the  Hotel. 
Moderate  Tariff. 

EGLI-BR  UNNER,  l‘roprietor. 


STOCKHOLM. 


GRAND  HOTEL 

Largest  and  finest  Hotel  in  Scandinavia. 

Splendid  and  quiet  situation,  with  rnaijnlficent  vieiv  on  the  port  and  the  ddalare  Lake. 

OPPOSITE  THE  ROYAL  PALACE. 

Lately  completely  rebuilt  and  newly  furnished  with 

all  modern  comforts. 

LARGE  AND  ELEGANT  DINING-ROOM,  OAFE'  IN  INDIAN  STYLE. 
AMERICAN  BAR.  DRAWING,  READING,  SMOKING  AND  BILLIARD-ROOMS. 
ALL  WITH  DELIGHTFUL  VIEW  ON  THE  LAKE. 

Halls  and  separate  Saloons  for  lai’ge  and  small  Dinner  Parties. 

Best  French  and  Swedish  Cuisine.  Rich  famous  Stock  of  excellent  Wines. 

PASSENGER  AND  LUGGAGE  LIFTS  AT  ANY  DAY  OR  NIGHT  TIME. 
Bathrooms  on  evenj  Floor.  Barber  and  Haircutting  Saloon. 

Larger  and  smaller  Suites  of  Apartments,  consisting  of  Sitting-room,  Bed¬ 
room,  Bath  and  Toilet  Room,  at  moderate  prices.  Telephone  in  each  room. 


MALMO. 


STOCKHOLM. 

HOTEL  HORN 

First-Class. 

EVERY  COMFORT  OF  MODERN  TIMES.  MODERATE  TERMS. 


HOTEL  Hof^H 

First-Olass. 


STRASBOURG. 

HOTEL  DE  LA  YILLE  DE  PARIS. 

UNIVERSALLY  REPUTED. 

HYDR.VDLIC  LIFT.  ELECTRIC  LIGHT  THROUGHOUT.  UNDER  NEW  MANAGEMENT. 

The  largest  and  most  comfortable  Hotel  in  Strasbourg,  with  all  modern  comfort.  Situated  in  the  finest 
part  of  the  town,  near  the  Paiace,  Cathedral,  and  Promenade.  Patronised  by  Royalty  and  highly 
recommended  to  English  and  American  Families  and  Gentlemen. 

C.  MATHIS,  Director  Proprietor. 


MURRAY’S  HANDBOOK  TO  SCOTLAND. 

Edinburgh,  Melrose,  Abbotsford,  Glasgow,  Dumfries,  Galloway,  Ayr,  Stirling, 
Arran,  The  Clyde,  Oban,  Inveraray,  Loch  Lomond,  Loch  Katrine  ani  Trosachs, 
Caledonian  Canal,  Inverness,  Perth,  Dundee,  Aberdeen,  Braemar,  Skye,  Caith¬ 
ness,  Ross,  Sutherland,  &C.  Sh  Maps  and  Plans.  New  (and  tth)  Edition.  9.t. 
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ST.  PETERSBURG. 


This  well-known  HOTEL  has  the  best  situation  in  St.  Petersburg. 

It  has  lately  been  eutirely  renovated  and  affords  First-class  Accommodation  for 
Families  and  Gentlemen.  Excellent  Kitchen  and  Cellar.  Reading  Room  with  English 
and  American  Newspariers.  Electric  Light  Paths  in  the  House.  French,  German  and 
English  spoken.  Omnibus  meets  all  Trains  and  Steamers.  Under  English  Management. 
Telegraphic  Address:  “  Angleterre,  Petersburg.”  TH.  SCHOTTE,  Manager. 


ST.  PETERSBURG. 

TOT?  ‘I?'!?  A 

XX  vt/  X  XjxX^L  X-/Jzi).  X  xXXx^lpM 

Kept  by  E.  RENAULT. 

T^EST  situation  in  the  Town,  Great  Morskaia,  right  opposite  the 
Winter  Palace,  Hermitage,  Foreign  Ofiice  and  Nevski  Prospect. 
Oldest  Hotel.  Tramways  in  all  directions.  Fashionably  frequented, 
especially  by  English  and  Americans.  Elegant  Reading  Room,  with 
French,  English,  American,  German,  and  Swedish  Papers.  Greatly  to  be 
recommended .  for  its  cleanliuess,  comfort,  and  superior  cuisine.  Dinners 
1  r.  50  k.  and  3r.  The  charge  for  Apartments  is  from  1  to  20  roubles. 
All  languages  spoken.  Warm  and  Cold  Batlis.  Post  and  Telephone  on 
the  Premises.  The  English  Guide,  Bernard  Franke,  highly  com¬ 
mended.  _ 

The  Hotel  is  recommended  in  Muirai/s  Handbook  of  Russia. 


The  HOTEL  BELLE  VUE,  opposite  to  HOTEL  DE 
FRANCE,  belongs  to  the  same  Proprietor. 
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STUTTGART. 


Uirect  Entrance  front  the  llailivatf  Station. 

riNEST  POSITION  IN  TOWN.  SPLENDID  NEW  BUILDING.  FIRST  CLASS.  300  ROOMS. 
ELECTRIC  LIGHT.  CENTRAL  HEATING.  ELEVATORS. 

Rooms  from  2*50  Marks  upwards. 

H.  &,  O.  MARQCTARDT. 


STUTTGART. 

HOTEL  ROYAL. 

Opposite  the  station.  100  elegantly  fur¬ 
nished  rooms  from  M.  2  upwards  Elevator. 
Central  Heating.  Electric  LigOt. 

A.  BANZHAF,  Proprietor. 


TUNIS. 


Grand  Hotel  de  Paris. 

FIRST  CLASS.  FULL  SOUTH. 

Patronised  by  English  Families. 


MURRAY’S  HANDBOOK  TO  SWITZERLAND. 

Part  1.— SWI  I'ZERLANI)  without  the  PENNINE  .ALP.'^.  With  10  Maps  and 
I’laus.  6s.  181h  Edition. 

Part  II.— The  PENNINE  ALPS,  portions  of  the  ERENCH  and  PIEDMONTESE 
ALPS,  and  the  ITALIAN  LAKES.  With  12  Maps  and  Plans.  6.9.  18th  Edition. 

TAORMINA  (s  icily),  Italy. 

MTIE  ONLY  FIPST-CLASS  ENGLISH  FAMILY  HOTEL.  Situated  Southward,  with 
I-  Garden,  Terraces,  Law'n  Tennis,  Winter  Garden.  Ancient  Hi-toriral  con  vent,  enjoying 
a  full  unrivalled  view  of  the  Ptmorama.  Situated  in  the  finest  ;iud  most  select  part  of 
Taorniiua.  Views  cf  Etuaaiidthe  Ionian  .'■■ea.  French  Cooking.  Most  comfortable.  Arrange- 
ment  for  prolonged  stay.  Quite  near  the  Post-Office  and  Telegraph. 


TO  UI^S. 


GRAND  HOTEL 

DE  L’UNIVERS. 

ON  THE  BOULEVARD,  NEAR  THE 

STATION. 

Highly  recommended  in  all  the  French 
and  Foreign  Guide  Books. 

EUGENE  GUILI.AUME,  Proprietor. 


1900. 
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GRAND  HOTEL  DE  BORDEAUX. 

Proprietor,  CLOVIS  DELIGNOU. 

Patronised  by  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and  the  European  Courts. 
IN  FRONT  OF  THF  STATION  AND  UPON  THE  BOULEVARD. 

_ SPLENDID  APARTMENTS. 

TRENTO,  SOUTH  TYROL. 

IMPERIAL  HOTEL  TRENTO. 

First-class  House,  Great  Comfort.  Central  Steam  Heating,  FJectiic  Light. 
Tjawn  Tennis  Ground.  Splendid  position.  Centre  for  Dolomites  and 
Glaciers  Excursions.  Patronised  by  the  Empress  Frederick  and  Englisli 
and  American  Gentry.  Best  place  for  breaking  journey  on  the  Brenner 
Line  between  Munich,  Venice,  or  Koine.  Spring  and  Autumn  Season. 

F.  J.  OESTERREICHER,  Proprietor. 

Branch  House — Grand  Hotel  des  Alpes,  Madonna  di  Campiglio,  the  Tyrolese  St. 
Moritz,  1553  Metres  above  the  Sea.  Season,  June-Octoher.  Prospectus  on  Application. 

•  BLACK  FOREST.  TRIBERG.  715  Metres  above  the  Sea.  • 

JEiOTEJL 

V.  WEIIRLE,  Efoprietor. 

Best  situation,  near  the  Waterfalls,  for  ' a  long  time  well  known  as 

Every  English  comfort.  Baths.  Park  Gardt-n.  Electric  Light.  Milk  Cure.  Omni¬ 
bus  at  the  Station.  Carriages.  Moderate  charges.  Pension,  Teleph  ne.  Concerts  in 
iront  of  the  Hotel.  The  proprietor  gives  best  information  for  excursions  in  the  Black 
Forest.  The  Hotel  Wehrle,  not  very  large,  but  very  comfortable,  is  highly  recom¬ 
mended  by  German  and  foreign  Guide  Books. 

•  _ GOOD  TROUT  FJSJIIXG. _ • 

TRIBERG. 

CENTRE  OF  THE  BADENIAN  BLACK  FOREST. 

FIRST-CLASS  CLIMATIC  HEALTH  RESORT. 

Louis  Biepincers  Schwarzwald  Hotel 

(715  metres  above  the  level  of  the  sea.) 

FIRST-CLASS  HOUSE,  the  only  one  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  Waterfall  and 
close  to  the  Forest.  Electric  Light  in  all  Rooms.  Sale  of  Railway  Tickets  and  dispatch  of 
haagage  in  the  Hotel.  Omnibus  at  all  Trains.  Elegant  Carriages  for  Exclusions.  Richlv 
assorted  International  Reading  Room. 

Opeuingr  of  the  Season,  1st  of  May. 

The  wonderfully  fine  and  quiet  location  of  the  Hotel,  40  metres  ab  we  the  town,  with  full 
view  on  the  Mountains,  offers  a  very  agreeable  abode.  Trout  Fishing. 

LOUIS  BIERINGER,  Proprietor.  Branch  :  HOTEL  SOMMER,  Badenweiler. 


MURRAY’S  HANDBOOK  TO  NORTH  ITALY  &  VENICE, 

Turin,  Milan,  The  Italian  Lakes,  Verona,  Padua,  Venice,  Bologna, 
Ravenna,  Parma,  Modena,  Genoa,  &c. 

With  34  Maps  and  Plans.  10s.  16 ib  Edition. 
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TURIN. 


firanii  Hotel  TroiHHeiia  et  ffliigieierte. 

In  View  of  tlie  Central  Station,  Kue  de  Home.  First-class  House  in 
every  respect.  Very  moderate  charges.  Railway  Booking  Office  in 
the  Hotel,  Hydraulic  Lift.  Electric  light  tlrroughout.  Heated,  by 
hot-air  stoves,  A.  BAGLIONI,  Proprietor. 


VENICE. 


Hotel  d’ltalie  Bauer. 

Near  St.  Mark’s  Square.  On  the  Grand  Canal. 
Facing  the  Church  of  St.  Maria  Salute. 


250  ROOMS.  ELECTRIC  LIGHT. 


i»ii  tlxo  Hiottel. 

GRAND  RESTAURANT  BAUER  GRUNWALD. 

Rendezvous  of  the  Best  Society. 

J.  GRUNWALD,  Sen.,  Proprietor. 


Branch  House — Grand  Hotel  d’ltalie,  Bologna. 

YElSriCE. 

HOTEL  DE  UEUROPE 

FIRST-CLASS  HOUSE. 

Situated  in  the  best  position  on  the  Grand  Canal.  Magnificent  view  on 
the  Lido,  S.  Giorgio,  S.  Maria  della  Salute. 

GREATLY  IMPROVED.  ELECTRIC  LIGHT  THROUGHOUT  THE  HOUSE. 
LIFT.  FERFFCT  SANITATION. 
Patronised  by  the  most  distinguished  Families. 

MARSEILLE  BROTHERS,  Pronrietors. 
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GRAND  HOTEL  DES  AM8ASSADEIIRS  &  CONTINENTAL. 

ROUBEAU  <ffe  COLLET,  Proprietors. 

Kntirply  Re-arrang^d  and  cnnsid.'rably  Enlarged.  Is  the  mo>t  elegant,  comfortable 
and  best  situated  in  Vichy,  and  the  only  one  treqm  nted  by  the  Ro'  al  Family  of  England. 
A  pa't  of  the  Hotel  is  arranged  and  warmed  specially  for  the  winter  season.  It  is  the 
only  Hotel  at  t'^ichy  hav  ing  a  general  hygienic  installation. 

_ _ Lift.  _ Pension  from  12fr.  per  day. 


^  X  C3!  3F-3: 


WHOLE 


JOINING. 


YEA  R. 


TELEPHONF 


VICHY. 


GRAND  HOTEL  DU  PARC 

a.Kl  OKAIVa>  IIOTKI^. 

THE  LARGEST  AND  MOST  COMFORTABLE.  IN  VICHY. 

A  FIRST-CLASS  HOTEL,  situated  in  the  Park,  facing  the  Baths, 

Springs,  and  Casino, 

PRIVATE  PAVmiON  FOR  FflfUIUIES. 

Hydropathic  Installation.  Electric  Light,  Lift, 

GERMOT,  Proprietor. 
VIENNA.  ■ 

HOTEL  HAMMERAND. 

RENDEZVOUS  OF  ENGLISH  AND  AMERICAN  DOCTORS. 


lAft.  Neat'  the  Hospitals,  JElectric  Light, 


VIENNA. 

HOTEL  BELLEVUE. 

(Faci'  s  Franz  .Josefs  Railway  Station.) 

Family  Hotel.  Special  Tariff  for  Commercial  'I'nivell  ts,  100  Elegant  Rooms  from 
one  tioriii.  Light  and  Service  will  not  t>e  charged.  Electric  Light. 

LEOPOLD  GARAI,  Proprietor. 
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OF  THE 

mm  HOTELS  IN  VIENNA. Mm 

ARRANGED  ALPHABETICALLY  AND  ACCORDING  TO  DISTRICTS. 


1st  District :  The  City. 


Bristol,  <^arl  W'olf,  Karnthnerring. 

Erzherzog"  Carl,  Josef  SchimUer, 
Kiirnthnt  vstasse. 

de  France,  Anton  Drexler,  Scbottenring. 

Germania,  Josef  Pohl,  Feidinandsplatz. 

Goldene  Ente,  Carl  Richard,  Rieraer- 
gasse. 

Grand  Hotel,  Actienges  llschaft,  Kiirn- 
thuerring. 

Habsburg,  Dir.  R.  Oehler,  Adlergasse. 

Imperial  Frolmer’s,  Dir.  G.  v.  Ruling, 
Karuthnerring. 

Kaiserin  Elisabeth,  Ferd.  Heger, 
Weihburggasse. 

Klomser,  F.  Klomser,  Herrengas.sc. 

Konig  V.  Ungarn,  Ferd.  Hess,  .Schuler- 
strasse. 

Krantz,  Jos.  Krantz,  Nener  Markt. 

London,  AI.  Lauz,  Fleischmarkt. 

Matschakerhof,  H.  Alayreder,  Seiler- 
gasse. 

Meissl  &  Schadn,  Dir.  J.  Brilckler, 
Neuer  Markt. 

Metropole,  Actiengesellschaft,  Dir.  L. 
Speiser,  Franz  Josephs-Quai. 

Muller,  Friedrich  Hack,  Grabeii. 

Residenz,  Josef  Zillinger,  Teinfaltatrasse. 

Royal,  Joh.  Ricdl,  Graben-Stefausplatz. 

Ungar.  Krone,  Franz  Richer,  Himiiifl- 
pfoi  tgasse. 

Wandl,  Ign.  Diingl,  I’etersplatz. 

2nd  District :  Leopoldstadt. 

Bayer.  Hof,  Joh.  Riedl,  Tabor.strassc. 

Central,  Carl  Sacher,  Taborstrasse. 

Kronprinz,  Lcop.  Seiler,  Asperngasse. 

National- Grand  Hotel,  Dir.  0.  Lehner, 
Taborstrasse. 

Nordbahn,  .Josef  Scheiilinger,  Prater- 
strasse. 


3rd  District :  Landstrasse. 

Belvedere,  M.  Rdsner,  T.and^trasser 
Gdrtel. 

4th  District :  Wieden. 

Goldenes  Lamm,  Jos.  Ktihrer,  Haupt- 
i  strasse. 

I  Siidbahn,  Hans  Kirchmayr,  Favoriten- 
strasse. 

Triest,  M.  Gruber,  Hauptstrasse. 

6th  District :  Mariahilf. 

:  Goldenes  Kreuz,  Josef  Janetschek, 
j  Mariahilferstrasse. 

'  7th  District :  Neubau. 

Holler,  Anna  Bos.se -Holler,  Burggasse. 

8th  District :  Josefstadt. 

Hammerand,  E.  Hammerand,  FloiTani- 
gasse. 

9th  District :  Alsergrund. 

Bellevue,  Dir.  Leoi>old  Garai,  Althan- 
gasse. 

Franz  -  Josef- Bahn,  A.  Binderhofer, 
Alserbachstrasse. 

13th  District :  Hietzing’. 

Hietzinger  Hof,  Gustav  Todt,  Hanpt- 
strai-se  niichst  Schdnbrunn. 

15th  District :  Funfhaus. 

Fuchs, Heinrich  Mayer,  Maiiahilferstrasse. 

Wimberger,  K.  Wimberger,  Nenbau- 
gilrtel. 

18th  District :  Wahring. 

Wiening'er,  A.>\'ieninger,  Somperstvasise. 


i 


ELECTRIC  LIGHT,  COFFEE  ROOMS,  RESTAU  RAN T  AN D 

BATH  IN  EVERY  HOTEL. 

A  TARIFF  IS  AFFIXED  IN  THE  ROOMS  OF  EVERY  HOTEL  IN  VIENNA. 

NOTICE  !  Please  insist  on  arriving  in  Vienna  upon  being  con- 

- 1  ducted  to  the  hotel  chosen ;  if  the  latter  should  be 

full,  it  undertakes  to  recommend  the  traveller  to  another. 
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VIENNA. 

Grand  Hotel, 

I.  KARNTHNERRING,  9. 
FIRST-CLASS  HOTEL. 

Situated  in  the  finest  and  most  fashionable  part  of  the  City,  on  the 
Ringstrasse,  Corso  side,  near  the  Imperial  Opera,  the  new  Museums. 
Highly  recommended  for  moderate  charges  combined  with  all  modern 
comfort ;  specially  patronized  by  English  and  American  families. 

300  elegantly  furnished  Bed  and  Sitting  Rooms,  Magnificent  lofty 
and  richly  decorated  Dining  and  Reading  Rooms,  Smoking  and  Ladies’ 
Drawing  Rooms. 

The  prices  of  the  rooms  are  including  electric  light  and  attendance. 
Taritf  in  every  Room.  Excellent  Cooking ;  Luncheons  and  Dinners  at 
fixed  prices  or  a  la  Carte. 

Lift  until  12  p.m.  Baths,  Telephone,  Railway  Ticket-Office  and 
Hairdressing  Saloon  in  the  Hotel. 

Arrangements  made  with  Families  Wintering  in  Vienna. 

Bureau  and  Cabin  Boobing  Office  of  the  North  German  Lloyd  in  the  Hotel. 


VIENNA. 

JEI  O  -ac"  3E3  aLa  C3  *3?  O 

J^'a  norite  n.strn.s.se  II.,  lint  no  II  . 

L''LP]CTKR'  LKtIIT.  Teleplione  Nn.  796.  Tramway  Station  for  nil  parts  of  the  town.  Near  the 
1 J  Oper  and  Siul  State  Railway  Station.  Favonrite  Family  Hotel  leonsi(leral)ly  enlarged). 
Renowned  for  cleanliness  and  attentive  service.  IModerate  terms.  I.iarge  Restani  ant  with  splendid 
gai’den.  Klectric  light  and  service  will  not  he  charged.  Raths.  rook's  coui>ons  accepted. 

JOSEF  HAAGEN. 


VIENNA. 

HOTEL  METROPOLE. 

Firsit-C'lass  .and  best  situated  Hotel.  Especiallj"  fiequi  iited  by  English  and  Americans. 

300  ROOMS  FROM  5  TO  25  KRONEN. 

Electric  Light  and  Attendance  Included.  Hydraulic  Lift. 


WIESBADEN. 

HOTFL  ROSE  £i.ncl  BATHS. 

nmiS  FIRST-CLASS  HOTEL,  with  every  modern  comfort,  is  newly  enlarged  by  a 

L  splendid  huildiiig,  and  situated  in  the  finest  and  healthiest  part  of  V\  ieshadeu,  opixjsiie  the  Pro¬ 
menade  close  to  the  Curhouse  and  Royal  Theatre.  Private  Suite.s  of  Apartments  consisting  of  Saloon, 
Bedroom,  Toilet  and  Bath  Kcom.  In  the  Hotel  is  a  beautiful  new  Bath  House,  with  Batlis  supplied  from 
ttie  priucipal  Spring — the  Rockbrunnen.  Most  elegant  Public  Rooms,  Lift.  Klectric  Bight,  steam  Heating. 
.Arrangements  made  for  a  prolonged  stay.  H.  HAEFFNER,  Proprietor. 


WIESBADEN. 

SWAN  HOTEL. 

Mineral  Water  direct  from  the  principal 
Kochbrunneu.  Lift.  Electric  Light. 

W.  NEUENDORFF,  Proprietor. 


WIESBADEN. 

HOTEL  BELLE  VVE. 

Beautifully  sitnateti,  opposite  tlie  Park. 
■\Vell-luiuwn  lor  its  Comfort  and  C<xm1 
C'uisine.  Central  Heating.  Electric  Light. 
Moderate  Charges.  Good  Trout  Fishing. 
Pension.  VlCTOll  KLKEBLATT,  Proi^rUtor. 
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WIESBADEN. 

HOTEL  QU  SSISAN  A. 

Unrivalled  position — PARK  STRASSE— a  hundred  steps  from  the  Kurhouse. 

A  BEAUTIFUL  FIRST-CLASS  ESTABLISHMENT. 

The  Only  One  in  WIESBADEN  on  Elevated  Ground. 

OFFERS  HOME  COMFORT  TO  ENGLISH  &  AMERICAN  FAMILIES. 

LIFT.  I  ELFCTRIC  LIGHT.  \  GARDENS. 
SPLENDID  MINERAL  WATER  BATHS- 
PENSION  AT  REASONABLE  TERMS. 

Apply  for  Pro.-^pectus  to  t'le  Proprietor,  F.  ROSER. 

WILDBAD  (Black  Forest). 

HOTEL  KLUMPP 

EYDRAULIG  LIFTS  TO  EVERY  FLOOR. 
THIS  FIRST-CLASS  HOTEL,  with  separate  Breakfast, 
Reading,  Lady’s  and  Conversation  Rooms,  as  well  as  a  Smoking 
Room.  Large  handsome  Dining  Saloon.  An  artificial  garden 
over  the  river.  Beautifully  situated  in  cormection  with  the 
Old  and  New  Bath  Buildings  and  Conversation  House.  Five 
minutes’  walk  from  the  English  Church,  and  in  the  imme¬ 
diate  vicinity  of  the  Park  and  Pump  Room.  Well  known 
for  its  elegant  and  comfortable  apartments.  Good  Cuisine 
and  Wines,  and  deserves  its  wide-spread  reputation  as 
one  of  the  he.^t  hotels  on  the  Continent.  Table  d’hote. 
Restaurant.  Correspondents  of  principal  Banking  Houses 
of  London,  New  York,  &c.,  for  the  payment  of  Circular  Notes 
and  Letters  of  Credit. 

OMNIBUS  OF  THE  HOTEL  IVI^ETS  EVERY  TRAIN.  FINE  PRIVATE  CARRIAGES. 
Capital  Trout  Fishing  in  the  River  Enz. 

LAWN  TENNIS  AND  CROQUET. 

Reduced  Tertus  lor  Rooms  irt  May  and  September. 
EXCELLENT  ACCOMMODATION. 


ZURIGH-DOLDER- 


GRAND 

HOTEL. 


Finest  situated  Hotel  in 
Zurich. 

Newly  openkd  with  Latest 
iMl'KOVEMELTS  OF  COMFOKT. 
Sur TO  uncle  i  by  Magnilicent 
V/oods  and  Parks 

FINEST  GOLF  LINKS  ON  THE 


Mail  Coach.  Tennis.  Golf. 

ASK  FOJi  TARIFF — 

E.  DEILMANN,  Manager. 
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SWITZERLAND  (ZERMATT). 

VIEGE-ZERMATT  RAILttlflYS  GO.’S 

And  Zermatt  Gornergrat  Electrio  {10,170  feet) 

NARROW  GAUGE  COG  WHEEL  RAILWAYS. 


Opf'ii  from  15th  Muy  to  Slst  OctolDcr.  Matterhorn,  feet.  Mont  Rosa,  15,200  feet. 

Goerner  Gr;tt,  10,^50  feet.  These  lines  are  the  most  interesting  ami  pictnr'  sque  in  the 
world.  The  j  'urney  from  Viege  to  Zermatt  now  only  takes  2^^^  hours  and  l-j  h  .urs  from 
Zermatt  to  Gornergrat ;  formerly  it  was  a  9  hours  walk  to  Zetmait.  Very  comfortable 
Carriages.  Sp  cial  Saloon  Carriages  to  enable  one  to  see  the  Grand  Scenery  along  the  line. 
For  departure  of  the  Trains  see  the  Time  Table. 


ZERMATT. 


Seiler’s  Grand  Hotels. 

HOTEL  MONT  ROSA.  HOTEL  MONT  CERVIN,  HOTEL  ZERMATT. 
HOTEL  RIFFELALP.  HOTEL  RiFFEL.  HOTEL  SCHWARZ  SEE. 


Buffet  at  the  Station.  Doctor.  Chemist.  Baths.  Moderate  Prices. 


OPEN  FROM  1st  MAY  TO  30th  OCTOBER. 
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ZERMATT. 

GRAND  HOTEL  TERMINUS. 

PIRST-CL ASS  HOTEL  with  eveiy  niutiern  comfort.  Baths.  Electric  Light.  Restaurant. 
I  Table  d’hote.  Billhirds.  Cafe.  Reading  and  Drawing  Rooms.  Covered  Verandaii 
Cnides.  Carriages  and  Mnles  at  the  Hotel.  Coupons  accepted.  Open  from  I.5td  May  to 
doth  October. _ DOL-LAUBER,  Proprietor. 

DINNEFORD’S  MAGNESIA. 

The  best  Remedy  for  Acidity  of  the  Stotnach,  Heartburn,  Headache, 
Gout  and  Indigestion :  the  Safest  Aperient  for  Delicate  Constitutions, 
Ladies,  Cliildren,  and  Infants. 

SOLD  THROUGHOUT  THE  WORLD. 


M'CJIRlR.H.ir’S 

Pocket  Handbook 

OF 

Travel  Talk. 

ENGLISH,  FRENCH,  GERMAN,  and  ITALIAN. 

(In  Parallel  Columns.) 

EIGHTEENTH  EDITION.  With  Special  Section  for  Cyclists.  32mo.,  3s.  6d. 

The  Conversations  supply  every  Modern  Phrase  likely  to  be 
used  by  Travellers  at  the  Present  Day. 

“  One  of  the  most  useful  pocket  companions.” — Vanity  Fair. 

Shows  the  wanderer  how  to  carry  on  conversation  in  all  the  essential 
arts  of  life  in  four  tongues.”-- DaiZy  News. 

“A  cyclist  who  can  ascertain  whether  the  road  is  ‘bumpy,’  or  point 
out  that  his  ‘  nut  is  loose  or  his  ‘  tyre  punctured,’  may  surely  regard 
himself  as  equipped  for  every  linguistic  emergency.”— Gt/ardian. 

“  The  best  of  its  kind,  judiciously  modernized.” — Athenseum. 

“  One  of  the  most  useful  phrase  books  in  existence.” — Qtieen. 


A  Neat  Convenient  Book  suitable  for  carrying  in  One's  Pocket. 


Loni  on  :  JOHhs  MURRAY,  Albemarle  Street,  W. 


RARE  BOOK 
COLLECTION 


THE  LIBRARY  OF  THE 
UNIVERSITY  OF 
NORTH  CAROLINA 
AT 

CHAPEL  HILL 

Murray 
1591 
pt .  2 


MURRAY’S  ENGLISH  HANDBOOKS,  r 

'JL 


HANDBOOK— ENVIRONS  OF  LONDON— Including  a  Circuit  20  Miles 

round  the  Metropolis.  2  Parts.  21s. 

HANDBOOK — EASTERN  COUNTIES— Chelmsfokd,  Harwich,  Col¬ 
chester,  Maldon,  Cambridge,  Ely,  Newmarket,  Bury  St,  Edmunds,  Ipswich, 
WooDBRiDGE,  Felixstowe,  Lowestoft,  Norwich,  Yarmouth,  Cromer,  &c.  With 
7  Maps  and  Plans.  12s. 

HANDBOOK —SURREY — (Including  Aldershot)  —  Kingston,  Croy¬ 
don,  Eeigate,  Guildford,  Dorking,  Boxhill,  &c.  With  6  Maps.  6s. 

HANDBOOK— ISLE  OF  WIGHT— Ryde,  Cowes,  Ventnor,  &c.  With 

an  Introductory  Sketch  of  the  History  of  the  Island,  by  R.  E.  Prothero,  M.  A.  Map. 
2s.  6d. 

HANDBOOK  —  HAMPSHIRE — Winchester,  Southampton,  New 

Forest,  Portsmouth.  With  7  Maps  and  Plans.  6s. 

HANDBOOK— OXFORDSHIRE— Aylesbury,  Henley,  Oxford,  Blen¬ 
heim,  THE  Thames,  &c.  13  Maps  and  Plans.  68. 

HANDBOOK— KENT— Canterbury,  Dover,  Ramsgate,  Rochester, 
Chatham,  &c.  7  Maps,  mostly  on  the  scale  of  J  inch  to  the  mile.  7s.  6d. 

HANDBOOK— SUSSEX — Brighton,  Chichester,  Worthing,  Hastings, 

Lewes,  Arundel,  &c.  7  Maps,  mostly  on  the  scale  of  J  inch  to  the  mile.  6s. 

HANDBOOK  — DEVON  —  Exeter,  Ilfracombe,  Linton,  Sidmouth, 

Dawlish,  Teignmouth,  Plymouth,  Devonport,  Torquay,  &c.  12  Maps  and 

Plans.  78.  6d.  □ 

HANDBOOK— CORNWALL— Launceston,  Penzance,  Falmouth,  The 

Lizard,  Land’s  End,  &c.  7  Maps  and  Plans,  6s. 

HANDBOOK— NORTH  WALES — Bangor,  Carnarvon,  Beaumaris, 

Snowdon,  Llanbebis,  Dolgelly,  Cader  Idris,  Conway,  &c.  5  Maps.  6s. 

HANDBOOK— SOUTH  WALES— Monmouth,  Llandaff,  Merthyr, 
Vale  of  Neath,  Pembroke,  Carmarthen,  Tenby,  Swansea,  and  the  Wye,  &c. 
Map.  6s. 

HANDBOOK— DERBY,  NOTTS,  LEICESTER,  AND  STAFFORD— 

Matlock,  Bakewell,  Chatsworth,  1  he  Peak,  Buxton,  Hardwick,  Dovedale, 
Ashborne,  Southwell,  Mansfield,  Retford,  Burton,  Belvoir,  Mklton  Mow¬ 
bray,  Wolverhampton,  Lichfield,  Walsall,  Tamworth,  &c.  12  Maps  and 
Plans,  mostly  on  the  scale  of  ^  inch  to  the  mile.  9s. 

HANDBOOK  —  SHROPSHIRE  AND  CHESHIRE  — Shrewsbury, 

Ludlow,  Bridgnorth,  Oswestry,  Chester,  Crewe,  Alderlev,  Stockport, 
Birkenhead.  8  Maps  and  Plans.  6s. 

HANDBOOK  —  LANCASHIRE — Warrington,  Bury,  Manchester, 

Liverpool,  Burnley,  Clitheroe,  Bolton,  Blackburn,  Wigan,  Preston, 
Rochdale,  Lancaster,  Southport,  Blackpool,  &c.  Map.  6s. 

HANDBOOK— YORKSHIRE— Doncaster,  Hull,  Selby,  Beverley, 

Scarborough,  Whitby,  Harrogate,  Eipon,  Leeds,  Wakefield,  Bradford, 
Halifax,  Huddersfield,  Sheffield,  &c.  12  Maps  and  Plans.  12s. 

HANDBOOK— LINCOLNSHIRE— Grantham,  Lincoln,  Stamford, 

Sleaford,  Spalding,  Gainsborough,  Grimsby,  Boston,  &c.  4  Maps  and  Plans. 
7s.  6d. 

HANDBOOK  —  DURHAM  AND  NORTHUMBERLAND  —  New¬ 
castle,  Darlington,  Bishop  Auckland,  Stockton,  Hartlepool,  Sunderland, 
Shields,  Berwick,  Tynemouth,  alnwick,  &c.  6  Maps  and  Plans.  10s. 

HANDBOOK— THE  LAKES  (WESTMORELAND  AND  CUMBER¬ 
LAND —  Lancaster,  Furne.ss  Abbey,  Ambleside,  Kendal,  Windermere, 
CoNisTON,  Keswick,  Grasmere,  Ulsw.4ter,  Carlisle,  Cockermouth,  Penrith, 
Appleby,  &c.  5  Maps.  6s. 
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MURRAY’S  ENGLISH  HANDBOOKS-(con«Mmt(?). 


HANDBOOK— NORTHAMPTON  AND  RUTLAND.  With  Maps  and 

Plans  forming  the  2nil  Edition,  Crown  8vo. 

HANDBOOK— HEREFORD  AND  WORCESTER— Leominster,  Ross, 

Malvern,  Kidderminster,  Dudley,  Bromsgrove,  Evesham.  5  Maps.  5a. 

HANDBOOK  — HERTS,  HUNTINGDON  AND  BEDS  —  Bedford, 

Hatfield,  Huntingdon,  Luton,  St.  Albans,  Thing,  Ware,  Watford,  &c. 
10  Maps  and  Plans.  Ta.  6<i.  ' 

HANDBOOK  —  GLOUCESTERSHIRE  —  Gloucester,  Cheltenham, 

Tewkesbury,  Bristol,  &c.  3  Maps  and  Plans.  6s. 

HANDBOOK — WARWICKSHIRE— Warwick,  Kenilworth,  Coven¬ 
try,  Stratford-on-Avon,  Birmingham,  &c.  10  Maps  and  Plans.  6a. 


HANDBOOK— BERKSHIRE  AND  BUCKINGHAMSHIRE.  Almost 

entirely  re-written.  With  Maps,  &c. 

HANDBOOK— SOMERSETSHIRE.  With  Maps  and  Plans.  6s. 


HANDBOOK— WILTS  AND  DORSETSHIRE.  With  Maps  and  Plans. 

6a. 


SCOTLAND. 

HANDBOOK  —  SCOTLAND  —  Edinburgh,  Melrose,  Abbotsford, 

Glasgow,  Dumfries,  Galloway,  Ayr,  Stirling,  Arran,  The  Clyde,  Oban, 
Inveraray,  Loch  Lomond,  Loch  Katrine  and  Trosachs,  Caledonian  Canal, 
Inverness,  Perth,  Dundee,  Aberdeen,  Braemar,  Skye,  Caithness,  Ross, 
Sutherland,  &c.  30  Maps  and  Plans.  9a. 


IRELAND. 

HANDBOOK  —  IRELAND  —  Dublin,  Belfast,  Donegal,  Galway, 
Wexford,  Cork,  Limerick,  Waterford,  Killarney,  Glengariff,  Bantry,  &c. 
An  entirely  New  {and  5th)  Edition.  19  Maps  and  Plans.  9a. 


MURRAY’S  CYCLIST’S  ROAD-BOOK— From  London  through 

Chichester,  Portsmouth,  Southampton  to  the  New  Forest,  and  Back  by 
RobUsey,  Winchester,  Dorking,  Leatherhead  and  Epsom.  Illustrated  by  a 
Road  Atlas  at  the  end  of  the  book.  Fcap.  8vo.  2a. 

^  " 

ENGLISH  CATHEDRALS. 

HANDBOOK— SOUTHERN  CATHEDRALS -Winchester,  Salis¬ 
bury,  Exeter,  Wells,  Rochester,  Canterbury,  Chichester,  and  St.  Albans. 
With  130  Illustrations.  2  vols.  Crown  8vo.  36a. 

St.  Albans  Cathedral,  separately,  6s. 

HANDBOOK— EASTERN  CATHEDRALS— Oxford,  Peterborough, 

Ely,  Norwich,  and  Lincoln.  With  90  Illustrations.  Crown  8vo.  21a. 

HANDBOOK— WESTERN  CATHEDRALS— Bristol,  Gloucester, 

Hereford,  Worcester,  and  Lichfield.  With  60  Illustrations.  Crown  8vo.  16a. 

HANDBOOK— WELSH  CATHEDRALS  — Llandaff,  St.  David’s, 
Bangor,  and  St.  Asaph’s.  With  Illustrations.  Crown  8vo.  15a. 

HANDBOOK  — ST.  PAUL’S  CATHEDRAL.  With  Illustrations. 

Crown  8vo.  10a.  6d. 


JOHN  MURRAY,  ALBEMARLE  STREET,  W. 

May,  1900. 
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